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Introduction 
The Music Department welcomes parents and students to the Instrumental Music Program. We hope that 
your involvement in the Program will be fulfilling and enjoyable.  

This handbook outlines the functions and policies of the Program. Students receive a Student Handbook from 
the Music Department upon enrolment. A copy of the Instrumental Music Program Enrolment Form can be 
obtained from the Music Department or downloaded via this link. 

By enrolling their child in the instrumental Program, parents/ carers/guardians are agreeing to uphold and 
abide by the terms, conditions, and procedures outlined in this handbook.  

This handbook should be retained by parents/carers/guardians for future reference. If you seek answers that 
are not in this booklet, please contact the Music Department. 

Broad Aims 
The aim of the Instrumental Program is to develop the student’s musical, social and personal awareness 
through participation in instrumental music instruction, ensembles, rehearsals, and performances. Learning an 
instrument is not just an end in itself. Rather, it is something that will add significantly to a students’ quality of 
life both now and later in life. Students are encouraged to participate in a wide variety of musical ensembles 
and musical activities. Our aim is to build a passion and appreciation of music for life. 

Instrumental Lessons Offered 
Instrumental lessons are currently offered for: 

Strings: Violin, Viola, Double Bass, Guitar (Electric or Acoustic), Bass Guitar 

Brass: Trumpet, Trombone 

Woodwind: Flute, Clarinet, Saxophone 

Percussion: Drums, Piano 

Voice 

Music Technology & Production 

NB. This list may change from time to time depending on student numbers and availability of peripatetic 
tutors. 

The minimum enrolment period is one (1) year. Enrolment is ongoing unless the Music Department is notified 
otherwise. Students do not need to re-enrol at the end of each year. Students will remain enrolled unless they 
withdraw at the end of the year. Please refer to ‘Withdrawal from Program’ for withdrawal procedures. 

New enrolments for the following term must be received by the second-last week of the current term. 
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Meet the Instrumental Tutors at St George’s 
Drums | Mr Alex Reid 
Mr Reid graduated from the Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts 
(WAPPA) with an Honours Degree in Jazz Improvisation.  During his time at 
WAPPA he studied with respected local and overseas artists such as Daniel 
Susnjar and Ari Hoenig. Mr Reid also performed with the highly regarded 
WAPPA Big Band and the Western Australian Youth Jazz Orchestra (WAYJO). 
Since graduating he has performed at the Womadelaide Festival, the New York 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, 2nd Perth International Jazz Festival and the 
Melbourne Cabaret Festival. Mr Reid has taught drums and percussion both 
privately and in schools since 2008. 

Drums and Guitar | Mr Alex Barker 
Mr Barker has built a reputation as one of Perth's most versatile 
drummers, having worked extensively with corporate, covers and original 
projects, as well as musical theatre and high-profile productions such as the 
2021 AFL Grand Final. Before moving to Perth to study at WAPPA Mr Barker 
performed original music on the east coast of Australia supporting artists such 
as Illy, Gza (Wu Tang Clan), No FX, Tim Freedman, Dragon, Bliss N Eso. Since 
graduating in 2015, he has been investing in his craft and capacity as an 
educator, tutoring musicians of all ages in primary and high schools across 
Perth. 

Piano | Mr Mark Wilson 
Mr Wilson is a Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts gradate, with 
a Bachelor of Music (Classical Performance: Instrumental – Flute), where he 
studied with the Western Australian Symphony Orchestra Principal Piccolo 
Michael Waye. As well as classical flute, Mr Wilson is also an experienced 
contemporary, jazz and musical theatre flautist, and is an accomplished 
pianist. Mr Wilson also teaches Flute and Piano at Newman College. 

Flute | Ms Seonaid Parker 
Ms Parker graduated from the Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts 
where she studied with WASO Principal Flautist Andrew Nicholson with a 
Bachelors of Classical Performance Flute and Honours in Classical 
Performance. She completed her Masters of Secondary Teaching (Music) at 
the University of New South Wales in 2020. Ms Parker has a wide range of 
knowledge across all genres of flute music from baroque, classical, romantic, 
jazz, to incredibly modern techniques such as flute beat boxing, and also works 
in an Autism Support role. 
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Piano | Mr Josiah Padmanabham Mr Padmanabham background is in Classical piano. He has also completed a Certificate IV in Jazz Guitar at the WA Academy of Performing Arts and is currently studying composition at UWA. A gifted classical, jazz, and contemporary pianist, he has also performed as a singer with the St George’s Anglican Cathedral Choir and Consort, and the Winthrop Singers. He has had his original compositions performed at Tura’s New Music Festival and was a participant in the Australian Youth Orchestra’s National Music Camp in 2016. Mr Padmanabham has toured around Australia in several bands, and recently wrote string arrangements for Greivous Bodily Calm and Katy Steele. 
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Bass Guitar| Mr Jesse Byrom-Carter 
Mr Carter studied Jazz Performance on Bass at the Western Australian 
Academy of Performing Arts, before moving overseas to the USA, where he 
completed a Masters in Jazz Performance at New York University studying 
with some of the all-time great bassists. A multi-faceted musician, Mr 
Carter is not only an accomplished jazz bass guitarist, but also a bandleader 
and composer, and is currently experimenting with electronic writing and 
production as well as Jazz. Mr Carter also teaches Bass and Rock Band at 
Trinity College. 

Saxophone and Clarinet | Ms Claire Keet 
Ms Keet completed a Diploma of Music (Jazz) and Bachelor of Music (Jazz, 
Honours) at the Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts, where she 
was also the recipient of the Jazz Honours Recitalist Award. A regular 
performer, Ms Keet regularly appears with the Artemis Orchestra, The 
Amnesiacs, Junkadelic Brass Band, Bolt Gun, Namora Nonet, Lisa 
Woodbrook, The 950 Express and San Solis, and is Musical Director of Bon 
Iver: Reimagined. Ms Keet is a Young Women in Jazz workshop facilitator, 
and is working under the mentorship of Erin Royer as a woodwind repair 
technician. Ms Keet also teaches at Christian Brothers College, Ursula 
Frayne Catholic College, and Mater Dei College. 

Guitar | Ms Candice Susnjar 
Ms Susnjar was accepted into WAPPA at the age of 16 and completed a 
Bachelor of Music (Jazz Guitar) majoring in composition and arrangement. 
One of her compositions, a solo piece for harp, was performed and recorded 
at the ABC by world renown Australian harpist Marshall McGuire. In 2011 she 
released a self-titled EP and performed at Melbourne’s Darebin Music Feast. 
In 2013 she performed at the WA Music Industry Festival and at King of the 
Tunes, an original music festival in Melbourne. Ms Susnjar has 20 years’ 
teaching experience throughout Melbourne and Perth, covering jazz, rock, 
contemporary, Latin, folk, and classical styles. 

Music Technology & Production | Ms Brittany Fitzgerald 
Ms Fitzgerald has a Master of Teaching (Secondary) from the University of 
Western Australia, where she studied Mathematics and Electronic Music and 
Sound Design. As well as all things electronic music and production, Ms 
Fitzgerald plays bass guitar, piano and clarinet. She has a wide range of 
experience in different styles, genres, and across different instruments. 
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Voice | Mr Trevor Davy 
Mr Davy began singing at 4 years of age. At 9 he performed the solo aria in the 
Greater London Schools Choir Competition at the Royal Albert Hall. He 
emigrated to Australia and toured for 4 years as the lead singer for ‘Common 
Ground’. He established himself in the Sydney music scene, performing on TV 
shows (such as Ray Martin) and doing voice-over work and vocals on radio and 
TV. He has also performed with, amongst others, The Stevie Wonder Band, The 
Tina Turner Band and John Farnham. Mr Davy began teaching 15 years ago, 
focusing on the mechanics of the voice and helping students find their own 
voice, using a practical approach gleaned from four decades of experience.  

Trumpet and Trombone | Ms Natalie Mandry 
Ms Mandry graduated from the Western Australian Academy of Performing 
Arts with a Bachelor of Music Performance in 2014. In 2015 she completed her 
Diploma of Education (Classroom and Instrumental Music). Ms Mandry 
completed her Honours in Music Performance in 2016. Since graduating she 
has worked as a brass and classroom teacher in several schools and the WA 
State Government Instrumental Music Services system. She is also extensively 
involved in community music. She is also a tutor for Just Brass, providing free 
brass tuition to students at risk and from disadvantaged backgrounds. 

Lesson Structure 
Students can enrol in either individual or group lessons. Lessons are primarily held during school hours. 
Individual lessons are 40, 30 or 20 minutes in duration, depending on the option chosen. Group lessons are 30 
minutes in duration. Some instruments are better suited to individual lessons, and we urge parents to accept 
the advice of our experienced instrumental teachers in this regard.  

Instrumental students will not miss the same class each week because their instrumental lesson times will 
rotate. Students will be released from their academic class five minutes before their lesson is to commence. 

Students will receive 32 lessons over the year. This averages to 8 lessons per term. However, due to the 
differing lengths of each term, students may receive more or fewer than 8 lessons per term. Over the course 
of the year the number of lessons held will still total 32. Unless notified otherwise, lessons will commence in 
Week 1 of each term, except for Term 1 (when they begin Week 2). 

Availability of Instruments 
The Music Department does not currently have any instruments available for loan or hire. There are several 
commercial ‘hire to purchase’ programs available as an alternative to making an outright purchase. Please 
make sure your child has access to an instrument before their first lesson. 

Evaluation and Reporting 
Individual Instrumental reports are issued with School Reports at the end of each semester. 
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Student Responsibilities 
Practice 

Regular practice is essential to success. Regular daily practice is of more use than one long practice session per 
week. Arrangements can be made for students to practice before, during and after school in the School’s 
practice rooms. The table below is a guide to practice expectations. 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 
Practice per Day 
(Minimum) 

15 minutes 20 minutes 25 minutes 30 minutes 45 minutes 1 hour 

Regular Practice (at least 5 days out of 7) rather than all on one day is most effective 

 

Practice routines should include a warm-up, scales and technical work, studies and pieces (as set by the Tutor), 
and ensemble music. The more someone practices the better they become, and the more enjoyable it is to 
practice. Some students will require extra encouragement to keep trying when it is “too hard”. 

Music Records 
Students will be provided with a login to the online portfolio platform SeeSaw. Tutors post work and resources 
to SeeSaw each week for students to work on when practicing. Practice records are also done online. They 
should be submitted once a week on Sunday night or over the weekend, using the link in the ‘Activities’ tab in 
SeeSaw. 

Storage of Instruments at School 
Students may leave their instruments in the Music Department before school. It is essential that all 
instruments be clearly labeled with the name of the student, and preferably be locked. St George’s takes every 
reasonable effort to ensure the security of instruments stored at the school. However, the school takes no 
responsibility for any instrument left on the premises. 

Fee Structure 
Except for Term 1, all fees must be paid prior to the commencement of each term. Term One fees are payable 
within two weeks of invoice. A discount for the upfront payment of Semester fees is offered and represents 
excellent value in comparison to other organisations. Non-payment of fees by the due date will result in 
immediate suspension from the programs unless alternative payment arrangements are arranged and 
approved. 
 

 Term 
Per Lesson Total 

8 x Group Lessons (30 minutes) OR 
8 x Individual Lessons (20 minutes) $22.50 $180.00 

8 x Individual Lessons (30 minutes) $32.50 $260.00 

8 x Individual Lessons (40 minutes) $43.00 $344.00 

Note: Fees may be subject to change 
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Scholarships 
The School does not currently offer Instrumental Scholarships, covering lesson fees. There are Instrumental 
Loan Scholarships available that provide students with an (orchestral) instrument free of charge while they are 
enrolled at St George’s. Please refer to the Instrumental Loan Scholarship Information Booklet for more 
details. 

Absences 
Attendance by students at lessons is compulsory. Absence from school will be verified from the daily absentee 
list. Occasionally, students may miss a lesson due to a school commitment such as a formal assessment, 
excursion/performance as part of the School Calendar or other events as noted on the School Calendar. In 
such cases, it is the responsibility of the student to notify the Music Department.  

An alternative time can usually be arranged if the Music Department is given prior notice. Every effort will be 
made to offer the student an alternative lesson to the one missed. If, through exceptional circumstances, this 
cannot be achieved, then the next term’s account will be credited for the outstanding lesson(s). Lessons will 
not be rescheduled or credited if a lesson is simply forgotten, the student neglects to inform the Music 
Department prior to missing a lesson, or the student does not attend the rescheduled make-up lesson without 
prior notice.  

It is not possible to make up missed group lessons due to the nature of the lesson. No refund for missed group 
lessons is available. Parents should take this into consideration when applying for group lessons. If a student 
has their instrumental lesson during an off-site class, they should notify their class teacher who will send them 
to an on-site class or the Music Department so that the student can attend their instrumental lesson. 
Instrumental lessons missed due to students attending off-site classes cannot be made up or credited. 

The Music Department will notify parents if a lesson is missed without notice. Students who are consistently 
absent or late will be referred to the Music Coordinator for an interview. Parents will be notified. Absences will 
be recorded separately for students enrolled in more than one lesson. 

Procedure for Avoiding Clashes with School Assessments 
St George’s assesses students fairly and with justice over the whole of the curriculum and encourages 
students to study musical instruments in an independent program that runs in parallel with the normal school 
timetable. The procedure outlined below is intended to ensure that both these objectives can be realised. 

1. Each student has an online digital copy of their musical instrument tutor’s timetable and should enter in 
the student diary the time and day that lessons take place. Students should also log-in and check their 
time on the morning of their lesson in case there has been a late change. 

2. Subject teachers are asked to notify students of tests and in-class assessments at least one week in 
advance. Frequently, tests are scheduled up to a term in advance. These dates should be entered into the 
student diary. 
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3. The student should identify clashes and notify the Music Department preferably prior to the day of the 
assessment, but no later than 8:20am on the day of the assessment so that the clash can be avoided. 

4. If no resolution is possible, the student will be referred to the Head of Performing Arts or higher authority, 
who will determine a solution. 

The procedure requires the co-operation of students and teachers. Students who tell their subject teacher 
minutes before or even a day before a test that they have a clashing musical instrument lesson are in breach 
of the procedure. The procedure is intended to provide a co-operative planning experience. For tracking 
attendance in school classes, students must make all changes to instrumental lesson times through the Music 
Department. 

 
Missed Lesson Procedure 
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Withdrawal from Program 
Students involved in the Instrumental Music Program are enrolled for the whole school year. Only under 
extenuating circumstances will a student be allowed to discontinue. In such circumstances students are to 
submit a ‘Withdrawal Request Form’ to the Music Coordinator. The form can be obtained from the Music 
Department or downloaded via this link. A term’s notice must be given to allow for re-scheduling of 
timetables. Withdrawal from lessons takes effect from the term following the date of notice. Students who 
submit a withdrawal notice mid-term are required to complete the term. Parents hiring instruments should 
also be aware of their contractual arrangements with their hire company. 

Ensembles 
Music is fundamentally something you do with others. As such, participation in ensembles is an essential part 
of any education in music. All students learning an instrument should participate in an ensemble as soon as 
their instrumental proficiency allows.  

Joining an Ensemble 
Invitations to join an ensemble will be made in consultation with the Instrumental Tutors, Class Music 
Teachers and Music Coordinator. A student may choose to audition for several ensembles.  

Absences and Lateness 
Student participation in ensemble performance forms an integral part of the Music Program. Absences or 
lateness severely impact the effectiveness of the rehearsal. The process detailed below recognises occasional 
absences while maintaining the importance of attendance. 

Ensemble directors must be notified in writing at least 24 hours prior to the rehearsal in the event of absence 
or lateness. Students who accumulate two unexplained absences will receive an afterschool detention. Two 
unexplained late arrivals will incur a lunchtime detention. Parents will be notified when a student is absent 
from rehearsal without explanation. Absences or lateness will be recorded separately for students who are 
enrolled in more than one ensemble. The only acceptable reason for non-attendance at an ensemble 
rehearsal, apart from an absence from school, is to attend a commitment that cannot be attended at any 
other time.  

Ensemble Rehearsals and Performances 
Attendance at rehearsals and performances as requested by the school is compulsory. A request not to attend 
a performance must be forwarded to the Music Coordinator well in advance of the performance. Failure to 
attend a performance may result in the student being removed from the ensemble and/or the Music Program. 

Student Responsibilities 
School commitments take priority over any commitment with an outside group or work. It is recommended 
that students carefully consider their school commitments before making others.  

Performance Dress Standards 
Unless notified otherwise students should wear their full school uniform (summer uniform Term 1 & 4; winter 
uniform Term 2 &3) for every musical performance.  
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC LESSONS 
WITHDRAWAL FORM  

Note:  One (1) Term’s notice is required. Withdrawal will take effect from the Term following notice. 

SURNAME: YEAR LEVEL: 

GIVEN NAMES: TAG: 

INSTRUMENT: INSTRUMENTAL TUTOR: 

DATE OF NOTICE: DATE OF WITHDRAWAL: 

Please be aware that I wish to withdraw my child from Instrumental Lessons at St George’s Anglican 
Grammar School for the following reason(s): 

I understand that I am required give at least one (1) term’s notice, at the beginning of the term, and that 
failure to do so will disqualify me at the discretion of the School from any eligible refund for any unused 
lessons as stated in the Instrumental Program Handbook. I acknowledge that this notice of withdrawal will 
take effect from the term following the date of notice. 

Parent/Guardian Signature: Date: 

Date of Withdrawal: 

Office Use Only: 

Date Notice Received: 

Refund Due: $  

Refund Paid:  

St George’s Anglican Grammar School 
Instrumental Music Lessons Withdrawal Form



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Campus 
50 William Street 

Perth, Western Australia 6000 

 

Contact Us 
Locked Bag 15 

Cloisters Square, Perth WA 6850 

T: +61 8 9312 0800 
F: +61 8 9312 0899 

info@stgeorges.wa.edu.au 
www.stgeorges.wa.edu.au 
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC LESSONS 
ENROLMENT FORM  

Note: Students currently enrolled DO NOT need to re-enrol. Your child is automatically re-enrolled unless one (1) Term’s 
written notice before the commencement of a new Term is provided. 

SURNAME:   

GIVEN NAMES:  

YEAR LEVEL: PCG:  

ADDRESS:  

SUBURB: POSTCODE: 

HOME PHONE NUMBER: MOBILE: 

EMAIL: TERM: YEAR: 

1. Instrument choice 

Please indicate 1st preference and 2nd preference in the box provided. 

If 1st preference places are unavailable due to higher demand for certain instruments, students will be given a place for 
their 2nd preference instrument. Places are allocated on a first come, first serve basis. Please bear this in mind when 
selecting an instrument. 

☐ Flute 
 Individual lessons only 

☐ Trumpet 
 Individual lessons only 

☐ Double Bass 
 Individual lessons only 

☐ Clarinet 
 Individual lessons only 

☐ Trombone 
 Individual lessons only 

☐ Piano/Keyboard 
 Individual lessons only 

☐ Alto Saxophone 
 Individual lessons only 

☐ Drums 
 Individual lessons only 

☐ Electric Guitar 

☐ Tenor Saxophone 
 Individual lessons only 

☐ Viola 
 Individual lessons only 

☐ Acoustic Guitar 

☐ Violin ☐ Voice ☐ Bass Guitar 
☐ Music Technology & Production   

Number of years (if any) nominated instrument has been played:  1st Preference _______________ 

2nd Preference _______________ 

Details of any examinations taken or any other relevant experience 

 

2. Lesson and payment preference: Please Tick (see Handbook for lesson fees) 

Please note that unfortunately not all requests for group lessons can be granted.  

☐ Group (30 minutes)   

☐ Reduced Individual (20 minutes) ☐ Individual (30 minutes) ☐ Individual (40 minutes) 

Please be aware all lessons must be paid for in advance. 
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC LESSONS 
ENROLMENT FORM  

I wish my child to learn the instrument selected above as either their 1st or 2nd preference. I have read and understood 
the procedures and policies contained in the Instrumental Handbook in relation to instrumental lessons and ensemble 
participation. Further, I understand and agree that Instrumental Tuition fees must be paid in advance; and that failure to 
pay Instrumental fees will result in immediate suspension from the Program unless alternative payment arrangements 
are approved by the School Business Manager. I also understand that, as per School policy, all school fees must be fully 
paid to maintain instrumental lesson enrolment, and that any unpaid school fees will result in suspension from the 
program until such time as the school account is paid in full. 

I understand and agree that the minimum enrolment period is one (1) year. I agree to give notice in writing of at least one 
(1) term if I wish lessons to discontinue. I understand and agree that failure to do so will result in the full payment of that 
term’s tuition fees. I understand and agree that lessons where students are absent without direct prior notice to the 
Music Department will be charged and that an additional lesson in lieu of the missed lesson will not be given. Notice must 
be given as per the procedure stated in the Handbook. Lessons in lieu of absence may be arranged at the discretion of 
the Music Department and Instrumental Tutor if reasonable notice for an absence is given.  

I understand and agree that the Instrumental Handbook constitutes the Terms, Procedures, Policies, and Agreements of 
the Instrumental Program. I have read and understood the Terms, Procedures, Policies, and Agreements stated in the 
Instrumental Program Handbook. I agree to uphold and abide by the Terms, Procedures, Policies, and Agreements 
outlined in the Instrumental Program Handbook. I also understand and agree that the Terms, Procedures, Policies and 
Agreements may change from time to time, and that St George’s Anglican Grammar School will make every reasonable 
effort to advise me of any such changes. I consent to the School providing the relevant Instrumental Tutors with my 
contact details.  

I understand that if face-to-face lessons cannot take place (e.g., COVID-19 protocols) they will be held online via 
Microsoft Teams or Zoom. 

Students may need to walk unaccompanied between St George’s and CQU from time to time for their instrumental 
lesson. CQU is 180m from the main school on the same side of the road with one traffic light crossing at St George's 
Terrace. 

☐  I give permission for my daughter/son to walk unaccompanied between SGAGS and CQU for their 
instrumental lessons 

☐  I DO NOT give permission. I understand that my daughter/son's instrumental lessons may be suspended 
until they receive Senior Status is Year 11/12. 
 

FULL NAME OF PARENT/GUARDIAN: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 
PARENT SIGNATURE:  __________________________________________________   DATE: _______________________ 

 
STUDENT SIGNATURE:  _________________________________________________  DATE: _______________________ 

Please make sure your child has access to an instrument before their first lesson. 

All lessons will commence in Week 1 of each Term, except for Term 1. Term 1 lessons commence in Week 2. 

Please make sure your child has access to an instrument prior to their first lesson. There are commercial hire and rent-to-
buy schemes available. 
 
Any questions or queries regarding this enrolment 
should be directed to: 

Mr Michael Newton 
Head of Music 
p: 9312 0800   
e: mnewton@stgeorges.wa.edu.au 
 

Office Use Only 

Date Received:  

Lesson Allocated 

Yes Timetable Issued:  

No Parents Notified:  

mailto:mnewton@stgeorges.wa.edu.au
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