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Tuesday 12 August 2025
Year 9 into Year 10 Subject Selection Evening

Key Dates

From the Principal

Key Contacts

Mrs Natalie Henness
Director of Senior School
nhenness@sec.qld.edu.au

Mrs Carmel James
Assistant Principal – Learning & Teaching
cjames@sec.qld.edu.au

Mrs Simone O’Shea
Assistant Principal – Administration
soshea@sec.qld.edu.au

Friday 22 August 2025
Subject Selection Finalised

At St Edmund’s College, we are 
unwavering in our commitment to 
fostering an educational environment 
where young men are empowered 
to flourish. Our dedicated staff 
work in partnership with families to 
cultivate a culture of excellence, 
character and curiosity. Through 
a rich and rigorous curriculum, we 
equip our students with the skills 
and dispositions necessary for 
life—delivered through engaging, 
imaginative and purposeful learning 
experiences.

Every Eddies Man is encouraged 
to pursue his own personalised 
learning journey matching his 
strengths, interests and aspirations. 
With a broad array of pathways 
available, our students are well-
prepared to navigate the diverse 
opportunities and decisions that 
await them beyond school.

As a Catholic College in the 
Edmund Rice tradition, we are 

guided by the four Touchstones 
of the EREA Charter: Inclusive 
Community, Justice and Solidarity, 
Liberating Education and Gospel 
Spirituality. These values are 
further embodied in the four R’s 
— Respect, Resilience, Reflection 
and Responsiveness — which form 
individuals of integrity, compassion 
and strength.

This booklet has been prepared 
to assist our Eddies Men and their 
families to make informed decisions 
about subject selections for the 
years ahead. I encourage you to 
take the time to read through this 
material with your son and to engage 
in meaningful conversations about 
his future.
Together, we can nurture young men 
who are not only ready for the world 
— but ready to make a difference 
in it.
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Overview
Year 10 is a crucial year for students at St Edmund’s 
College as it serves as a foundation year, bridging the 
gap between the Middle Secondary Phase and the Senior 
Secondary Phase of School. During this time, students 
focus on establishing their pathway towards Senior school 
while also making important decisions about their future 
career aspirations.

The Year 10 program builds upon the strong foundations 
laid in the Middle Years, emphasising the development 
of essential capabilities for students to become lifelong 
learners.  It acts as a preparatory phase for Year 11 and 
12 studies, offering support and scaffolding to meet the 
challenges of the Senior Phase of learning.

Throughout their journey, Eddies men are expected to 
exert their best efforts in both classroom and self-study, 
taking personal responsibility for their academic growth.  
The curriculum provides a blend of courses based 
on the Australian Curriculum, promoting life skills and 
readiness for Senior Studies.  Importantly, the elective 
subject choices are designed to keep future options open, 

allowing students to explore their interests and gain a 
sense of their future pathways.

The College recognizes the diverse goals of today’s 
students and offers various alternative pathways, 
accommodating different needs and interests, whether it’s 
pursuing tertiary education, vocational training, or entering 
the workforce.  This ensures that students have ample 
opportunities to progress towards their future goals.

Year 10 Study Load - 6 Subjects
Compulsory Subjects for Semesters 1 & 2

•	 English •	 Mathematics •	 Religious Education •	 Science

Elective Subjects for Semesters 1 & 2

•	 Transition to Accounting
•	 Transition to Automotive
•	 Transition to Biology
•	 Transition to CAD
•	 Transition to Cert III Business (Organisation and 

Administration)
•	 Transition to Certificate III Information Technologies
•	 Transition to Chemistry
•	 Transition to Construction
•	 Transition to Design
•	 Transition to Digital Solutions

•	 Transition to Drama
•	 Transition to Economics
•	 Transition to Engineering
•	 Transition to Film, TV and New Media
•	 Transition to Geography
•	 Transition to Legal Studies
•	 Transition to Modern History
•	 Transition to Music
•	 Transition to Physical Education
•	 Transition to Physics
•	 Transition to Specialist Maths 
•	 Transition to Sport & Recreation and Fitness
•	 Transition to Visual Art
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Compulsory Core

To best prepare students for the challenges of Senior Schooling, Year 10 subjects at St Edmund’s College 
are structured to match the time allocation of Year 11 and 12 subjects. The main aim of Year 10 is to 
expose students to a range of General, Applied and Certificate Subjects in the QCE system.  This includes 
experiencing different assessment methods, learning styles and practices similar to those in Years 11 and 12.  
The goal is to enable students to make well-informed decisions about their subject choices in the following 
years.

Core Subjects

Core subjects ensure that all students develop the necessary skills and knowledge for the Senior Years of 
Schooling. The compulsory Core subjects for Year 10 at St Edmund’s College are Mathematics, Religious 
Education, English and Science.  While all students study these Core subjects, there are options available 
within English, Mathematics and Science to accommodate individual abilities and progress. Students, along 
with their parents, make choices based on recommendations and data provided by the respective Head of 
Department.

English

In Semester Two, students can choose between Transition to English or Essential English. Transition to 
English is a General subject, while Essential English is designed for students who require additional support 
in the study of English.

Mathematics

In Semester Two, students have the option to select one of three strands of Mathematics, varying in 
complexity.  These options include Transition to Mathematical Methods (the most complex), Transition to 
General Mathematics (intermediate level content) and Transition to Essential Mathematics (covering the least 
complex content).

Science

Students are required to study at least one Science subject for a minimum of two semesters. This 
requirement may be met by completing two semesters of General Science, or by selecting two of the 
following: Biology, Chemistry and Physics. Please note that students also have the option to study all three 
subjects over the course of the year if they wish.

Please note that in order to meet the entry requirements for the Defence Forces, students need to have 
successfully completed two semesters of any Science subject in Year 10.

A Message to Parents & Caregivers

Parents and Caregivers play a vital role in supporting their child’s success and satisfaction in school.  It 
is essential to encourage personal responsibility for their education in students rather than assuming full 
responsibility.  Engaging in conversations about school, developing relationships with teachers, providing a 
suitable study environment at home and showing interest in their academic progress are valuable ways to 
support their education.

The elective subject choices are intentionally designed to keep future options open.  The best advice 
for choosing elective subjects is to consider subjects of personal interest and those in which the student 
has previously excelled.  Subject teachers and Heads of Department can provide valuable guidance and 
recommendations.  It is essential for students to carefully review the handbook and thoroughly consider their 
options before making their choices.

General Information
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Course Description

TRANSITION TO DRAMA

Things are bound to get a little bit creepy as students explore the dark secrets 
of Australia’s past through the style of Gothic Theatre. Students will uncover the 
sometimes sordid and dark past of Australia from colonial to present day. They will 
do everything from responding to live theatre to demonstrating their own ideas for a 
gothic scene.

This unit will provide further foundation for students looking to study Senior Drama in 
Years 11 and 12.

Assessment:

•	 Dramatic Concept

•	 Responding task

•	 Performance task 

CREATIVE ARTS

Drama is concerned with the way we live our lives. Drama asks students to evaluate and synthesise human 
experience in order to communicate effectively. The Year 10 Drama Course aims to develop students’ ability to 
approach different real-life situations with confidence, as well as providing a solid grounding in dramatic languages 
and skills. It is recommended that students intending to study Drama in the Senior School should complete the 
Transition to Drama subject in Year 10.

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT
Mrs Frances O’Sullivan
Contact: fosullivan@sec.qld.edu.au

Drama
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Course Description

TRANSITION TO FILM, 
TELEVISION AND NEW 

MEDIA

Students will explore a medium which has continually transformed and reinvented 
itself over the past century - the institution of filmmaking. Students will trace the early 
developments of film history before focusing on the evolution of an industry which 
emerged as the dominant force in filmmaking - Hollywood Cinema. Underpinning their 
study of this institution will be an examination of the star/studio system, the development 
of film styles and genres and the film languages of classical narrative form. This unit 
provides further foundation for students looking to study Film, Television and New Media 
in Years 11 and 12.

Assessment:

•	 Genre Case Study

•	 Short Group Film Production

CREATIVE ARTS

In Media, students are introduced to stories from different cultures, using varied mediums, on traditional and 
emerging platforms. Media can also connect audiences across time and space, sharing experiences and promoting 
ideas. At St Edmund’s College, Media students can explore creative industries like film, television, animation, 
journalism, documentary filmmaking and advertising, using critical thinking to understand the creative decisions of 
writers, producers and directors. It is recommended that students intending to study Film, Television and New Media 
in the Senior School, should complete the Transition to Film, Television and New Media subject in Year 10.

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT
Mrs Frances O’Sullivan
Contact: fosullivan@sec.qld.edu.au

Media
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Course Description

TRANSITION TO MUSIC

This unit is designed to focus on the development of music from the fourth century to the 
present day. Historical study of specific composers and their works will be undertaken 
resulting in exploration of various assessment techniques appearing within the Senior 
Music Curriculum. 

This unit provides further foundation for students looking to study Senior Music in Years 
11 and 12.

Assessment:

•	 Integrated Project

•	 Performance

Music aims to expose students to a wide variety of musical styles through practical activities, creative assignments 
and aural development. Music students are expected to be an integral part of the College’s musical pursuits in order 
to gain opportunities to perform. It is recommended that a student intending to study Senior Music completes the 
Transition to Music subject in Year 10.

Music

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT
Mrs Frances O’Sullivan
Contact: fosullivan@sec.qld.edu.au

CREATIVE ARTSC
R
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HEAD OF DEPARTMENT
Mrs Frances O’Sullivan
Contact: fosullivan@sec.qld.edu.au

CREATIVE ARTS

Course Description

TRANSITION TO VISUAL 
ART

This unit takes a thematic approach which reflects the structure of units in the Senior 
Visual Art course. In this transition unit, students will create artworks which focus 
on contemporary art ideas such as identity, time, place and spirituality. Students 
will create artworks using a range of media in response to visual, verbal and tactile 
stimuli in a teacher initiated concept. Students will research, develop, resolve and 
reflect on their artworks and the art making process. This will lead to a body of work 
based on student directed ideas working in 2D and 3D media. 

This unit provides further foundation for students looking to study Visual Art in Years 
11 and 12

Assessment:

•	 Investigation – Inquiry phase 1 and 2

•	 Critical Reflective Written Essay

When we study Art, we hold a mirror to society. It helps us understand and appreciate cultures, past and present. It 
gives us the opportunity to give a voice to our own creative response to our thoughts, feelings and the environment. 
Over the duration of the course, students will have the opportunity to work with both 2D and 3D media. It is 
recommended that students intending to study Visual Art in the Senior School should complete the Transition to 
Visual Art subject in Year 10.

Visual Art
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HEAD OF DEPARTMENT
Mrs Tara Newlands
Contact: tnewlands@sec.qld.edu.au

Course Description

ENGLISH

TERM ONE

Students are introduced to the world of William Shakespeare through the iconic 
tragic play “Romeo & Juliet.” Students will analyse the universal themes of young 
love, hate, violence and fate and explore how these themes are present in their lives 
today. This will culminate in an analytical essay where students analyse who is to 
blame for the deaths of Romeo and Juliet. 

Assessment:

•	 Written assignment

ENGLISH

TERM TWO

The legacy of the ANZAC and Australian war stories are prevalent throughout 
Australian society. Students will investigate Australian poetry from World War I, 
World War II and the Vietnam War, and develop their own understanding of the 
hardships the soldiers faced. This will culminate in a narrative where students will 
need to manipulate language, tone and mood to write an engaging short story.

Assessment:

•	 Written narrative

ENGLISH

The Year 10 English course is designed to expose students to a wide range of literary and non-literary texts. They 
are challenged to use language more effectively, adapting word choices and writing styles as appropriate to the 
purpose, and to consider the impact language has on the audience. 

In doing so, they are encouraged to become critical readers and writers, analysing texts in more detail and 
questioning the content.

By the end of Semester One of Year 10, students will be given the opportunity to continue to study English which 
leads them into an ATAR and University pathway, or to select Essential English which is better suited to those 
wishing to pursue a trade or vocational pathway. 

EN
G

LISH
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Course Description

TRANSITION TO 
GENERAL ENGLISH

TERM THREE

Students will explore the role of media in our world and how, as teenagers, their 
relationship with media is ever changing. Through the lens of “government bans” 
students will explore how their agency and autonomy is often decided for them 
through governmental protections and bans. Students will navigate the current 
Australian Government’s bill to ban social media for children under 16, and explore 
their own chosen topic. 

Assessment:

•	 Spoken Presentation

TRANSITION TO 
GENERAL ENGLISH

TERM FOUR

To further their exploration of the human condition, students will be introduced to 
George Orwell’s classic tale, Animal Farm. In this unit, they will discover how Orwell 
saw the potentially toxic combination of blind belief, cowardice and selfishness in 
all human beings. Through this seemingly gentle parable, the students will analyse 
how we experience power, what its limits are, and how we behave when a tyrant is 
allowed to rise and create an assessment piece which links this iconic text to world 
events today.

Assessment:

•	 Written text for a public audience

TRANSITION TO 
ESSENTIAL ENGLISH

SEMESTER TWO

The Essential English program requires similar skills to English – selecting and 
manipulating language for different contexts, purposes and audience. Students 
will examine everyday texts they frequently encounter in media, the workplace and 
popular culture as well as more literary texts. 

In preparation for senior studies, students will consider the notion of role models 
and the influence others have on their lives. They will examine positive and 
negative behaviours to determine the sort of young person they wish to become. 
Following this, they will study the nature of work, identifying their personal strengths 
and weaknesses and by examining their interests, students will plan for future 
employment or study. The course will provide them with the opportunity to research 
their career options and consider senior subjects that will enable them to realise 
their aspirations. Students will also examine the language of employment and the 
implied meaning of such language. By successfully completing this course, students 
will have completed the literacy component of their QCE, contributing 1 QCE point 
towards their final QCE. 

Assessment:

•	 Written & Oral Tasks

EN
G

LISH
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HEAD OF DEPARTMENT
Mrs Chloe Mansell
Contact: cmansell@sec.qld.edu.au

Accounting is a universal discipline, encompassing the successful management of financial resources of the public 
sector, businesses and individuals.  Accounting is a way of systematically organising, critically analysing and 
communicating financial data and information for decision-making. When students study this subject, they develop 
an understanding of the essential role Accounting plays in the successful performance of any organisation.

The study of Economics and Business develop the knowledge, understanding, and skills that will inform and 
encourage students to participate in, and contribute to, the economy.  It examines the dimensions of Economics and 
Business that underpin decision-making at personal, local, national, regional and global levels.  Students learn to 
appreciate the interdependence of decisions made, as well as the effects – both intended and unintended – of these 
decisions on consumers, businesses, governments and other economies.

By developing Economics and Business knowledge, understanding and skills, students will be better placed now and 
in their adult lives to actively and effectively participate in economic and business activities.  This will enable them 
to contribute to the development of prosperous, sustainable and equitable Australian and global economies, and to 
secure their own financial wellbeing.

ENTERPRISE STUDIES

Course Description

TRANSITION TO 
ACCOUNTING

This unit is designed to familiarise students with the concepts studied in the Senior 
School. Through this course students will recognise that Accounting is a discipline, 
encompassing the successful management of financial resources of the public 
sector, businesses and individuals.  Students will develop an understanding of the 
essential role Accounting plays in the successful performance of an organisation by 
learning fundamental accounting concepts and processes, preparing and interpreting 
financial reports and ratios as well as some digital technology. Students will have 
the opportunity to learn and demonstrate most skills required for senior Accounting, 
including comprehending accounting processes, applying principles and processes, 
analysing, interpreting and evaluating financial data to make recommendations and 
creating responses to suit a purpose and audience.

Assessment:

•	 Examination

Accounting
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Course Description

TRANSITION TO 
CERTIFICATE III 

BUSINESS

This course provides students with the opportunity to develop such important 
skills as critical thinking and problem solving, effective communication, team work 
and inclusivity, and ideation and problem solving.  In addition, students will learn 
important technical skills relating to digital technologies including cybersecurity, 
workplace safety, and business competence. Students transitioning from St 
Edmund’s into further study and/or the workplace will benefit from gaining these 
important skills.  This course emphasises entrepreneurial learnings for application 
in new business or established business, designed to provide students with skills to 
generate business solutions.

Assessment:

•	 Project based assessment, observation and interview checklists and knowledge 
tests.

Economics

TRANSITION TO 
ECONOMICS

This unit is designed to familiarise students with concepts studied in the Senior 
School. An understanding of Economics is essential for understanding contemporary 
issues, including those relating to our new pandemic environment. The content 
examines issues of unemployment, economic growth, inflation and standards of 
living. Students learn to examine the economy through the use of economic models 
such as the circular flow of income. Particular attention is paid to the importance of 
our trade partnerships, eg Asia and the Pacific; and the historical, current and future 
importance of sectors such as mining and manufacturing to achieving Australia’s 
economic objectives. Students learn to apply essential skills of analysing and 
evaluating to real Australian sources and case material.

Assessment:

•	 Examination

•	 Report

Business
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In a world that is increasingly digitised and automated, it is critical to the wellbeing and sustainability of the economy, 
the environment and society, that the benefits of information systems are exploited ethically. Global digital systems 
such as mobile and desktop devices and networks are transforming learning, recreational activities, home life 
and work. Digital systems support new ways of collaborating and communicating, and require new skills such as 
computational and systems thinking.

Information and Communications Technology provides students with practical opportunities to use design thinking 
and to be innovative developers of digital solutions and knowledge. ICTs provide students with authentic learning 
challenges that foster curiosity, confidence, persistence, innovation, creativity, respect and cooperation.

Information and Communications Technology study at St Edmund’s College involves phases of immersion, 
challenge, response, review, enhancement and presentation. Students respond to information and communication 
challenges — they create products such as interactive media and gaming products, animations, websites, robotic 
systems, video productions and mobile phone applications. 

ENTERPRISE STUDIES

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT
Mrs Chloe Mansell
Contact: cmansell@sec.qld.edu.au

Course Description

TRANSITION TO DIGITAL 
SOLUTIONS

This course is designed to prepare students for senior Digital Solutions by 
developing their creative problem-solving and critical thinking skills while they learn 
about and work with contemporary and emerging technologies. Students will engage 
in practical problem-based learning that enables them to explore and develop ideas, 
generate digital solutions and evaluate results. Students will analyse problems and 
apply computational, design and systems thinking processes to structure and model 
digital solutions for real world problems.  They will learn programming in Python and 
Flask to create web apps.

Assessment:

•	 Examination

•	 Assignment

Digital Solutions
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Course Description

TRANSITION TO 
CERTIFICATE III 
INFORMATION 

TECHNOLOGIES

This course is designed to equip students with the skills and methodologies required 
for studying a ICT30120 Certificate III in Information Technologies. This Certificate 
provides the foundation skills and knowledge to use information and communications 
technology (ICT) in any industry.  In this course, students will gain insight into the 
IT industry and develop solutions using microcontrollers. Students will create a 
variety of programs using microcontrollers and the electronics associated with them. 
These programs will utilise the device’s sensory inputs to control the board’s outputs 
accordingly.

Equipment used includes the Arduino Esplora and Ardunio Uno microcontrollers

Assessment:

•	 Portfolio of Tasks

•	 Project: Design and develop a project

Information Technologies
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HEAD OF DEPARTMENT
Mr Ashley Montgomery
Contact: amontgomery@sec.qld.edu.au

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

At the completion of Year 9, students are afforded the opportunity to undertake specialised senior-focused subjects 
to provide an invaluable experience of modified senior study topics and assessment instruments, to better equip 
them for the advancement into their Senior Years at St Edmunds College. To allow students to experience all Senior 
School offerings within this department, this transition subject includes two key focus areas.

Students will experience a transition to Physical Education as a General senior subject. The course is a hands-on 
and engaging course set up to make connections between the theoretical science of sport concepts to improve 
physical performance, utilising a range of physical tasks.

Students will experience a transition to Sport and Recreation Fitness as a QCAA Applied subject, as well as 
Certificate II / III Fitness, with this transition course offering transferable skills and course content aligned to 
both Senior Subject pathways. This course is very hands on practically, utilising safe coaching principles and 
understanding gym design, instruction and performance.

Course Description

TRANSITION TO 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

The skills acquired through undertaking this course include: reading for the 
acquisition of information, analysing individual performance and skills, undertaking 
decision-making, synthesising and evaluating data, drawing evidence-based 
evaluations, utilising advanced technology, thinking critically and demonstrating 
skilled performance. Students will also engage with various technological platforms, 
including movie-making programs, to assist with assessment.

Topics include:   

•	 Movement and Technical Awareness

•	 Biomechanics

•	 Functional Anatomy

•	 Equity in Sport

•	 Sport Psychology

Assessment:

•	 Project Folio

•	 Personal Physical Performance Video Evidence 

•	 Written Combination Response Examination

Physical Education
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Course Description

TRANSITION TO SPORT, 
RECREATION AND 

FITNESS.

Combined Transition course for the Applied subject. The skills acquired through this 
course include: reading for the acquisition of information, analysing, synthesising 
and evaluating data and physical performances, both in gym settings and outdoor 
tasks.

Topics include: 

Practical Tasks:						    

•	 Physical screening collections and procedures 

•	 Strength and Conditioning tasks both in and out of the gym

Theoretical Tasks:

•	 Health and Safety in physically active environments 

•	 Devising training programs and training sessions to deliver to specified and 
unique clientele/participants

Assessment: 

•	 Written Examination

•	 Demonstration of Physical Performance

•	 Oral Instruction

Sport, Recreation and Fitness
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HEAD OF DEPARTMENT
Mr Daniel King
Contact: dking@sec.qld.edu.au
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Social Science involves the study of Modern History, Geography and Legal Studies.  It also encompasses studies of 
Sustainability and the environment, First Nations cultures and history and the Asia and Pacific region.  

Studying Social Science helps students understand how particular social, cultural, economic and environmental 
events from throughout history define peoples’ life experiences.  Knowledge of these events helps students to 
develop the ability to contribute to our culturally diverse society as reasonable and informed citizens.

Social Science will incorporate the current implementation of the Australian Curriculum in Modern History, as well as 
the study of topics from other key areas of Social Science, such as Geography and Legal Studies.  Students will be 
rewarded with a wide variety of topics throughout their participation in these units.

Course Description

TRANSITION TO 
GEOGRAPHY

Transition to Geography is a one-semester transition unit for Senior Geography. 
Students will undertake the study of two different topics within this unit. 

•	 Environmental change and management

Focuses on the environmental functions that support all life, the major challenges 
to their sustainability, and the environmental world views that influence how people 
perceive and respond to these challenges. Students have the opportunity to 
examine the causes and consequences of a change within the context of a specific 
environment and the strategies to manage the change.

•	 Geographies of human wellbeing

Focuses on global, national and local differences in human wellbeing between 
places, the different measures of human wellbeing, and the causes of global 
differences in measurements between countries. Students consider the spatial 
differences in wellbeing within and between countries, and programs designed to 
reduce the gap between differences in wellbeing.

Assessment:

•	 Data report

•	 Combination exam

Geography
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Course Description

TRANSITION TO LEGAL 
STUDIES

Transition to Legal Studies is a one-semester transition unit for Senior Legal Studies. 
The law influences all aspects of society – at home, at work and in the wider 
community. Laws are used by society to preserve social cohesion and to ensure the 
protection of people from harm and from the infringement of their rights. All societies 
have rules and laws that govern the behaviour of individuals and groups so that 
order is maintained and individual rights are protected. With a focus on criminal law, 
students will be introduced to the foundations, features and processes of Australia’s 
legal system. Students will develop an understanding of the role of the law and the 
need for effective laws. They will investigate the difference between legal and non-
legal rules through a consideration of who makes, interprets and enforces rules and 
to whom they apply. Students will gain an understanding of the role of parliament 
and subordinate authorities in law-making and the types of laws each creates. 

Assessment:

•	 Examination (short response and extended response)

•	 Investigation

Modern History

TRANSITION TO 
MODERN HISTORY

Transition to Modern History is a one-semester transition unit for Senior Modern 
History.  It is imperative when studying Modern History that students have a 
knowledge and understanding of the key ideas that have shaped the modern world. 
This semester-long unit will cover the causes, course and impacts of World War 2. It 
will also provide an overview of the Holocaust.

Assessment:   

•	 Source Interrogation

•	 Knowledge and Response to Stimulus Exam

H
U

M
A

N
ITIES A

N
D

 SO
C

IA
L SC

IEN
C

E

Legal Studies
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HEAD OF DEPARTMENT
Mr David Baxter
Contact: dbaxter@sec.qld.edu.au

INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY AND DESIGNIN
D

U
STR

IA
L TEC

H
N

O
LO

G
Y A

N
D

 D
ESIG

N

Year 10 Graphics is designed to introduce students to the fundamentals of graphical communication. It introduces 
the basic concepts and language of Graphics including basic sketching techniques and Computer Aided Design 
(CAD). The courses are designed to lead seamlessly into our Senior Design or Certificate III CAD course. 
Topics covered include Industrial Design - mechanical, Built Environment - architecture and Graphic Design - 
advertisements.

Course Description

TRANSITION TO CAD

This unit focuses on skill development in using AUTOCAD, Revit and Inventor 
software.  Transition to CAD is a foundation course with the intention of preparing 
students towards the study of Certificate III Engineering Technical (CAD) in Years 11 
and 12. 

Assessment:

•	 Folio of class work

•	 Classroom tests

Design

TRANSITION TO 
DESIGN

This unit focuses on Design principles and concepts, preparing students to transition 
into the Senior Design course. The Design subject focuses on the application 
of design thinking to envisage creative products, services and environments in 
response to human needs, wants and opportunities. Designers are separated from 
the constraints of production processes to allow them to appreciate and exploit new, 
innovative ideas.

Assessment:

Through progressive design activities, the assessment will be a visual display that:

•	 Describes the features and constraints of a sustainable redesign problem and 
design criteria based on the requirements and the principles of good design 

•	 Represents sustainable information, ideas and design concepts using schematic 
sketching, exploration sketching and low-fidelity virtual or physical modelling in 
the explore and develop phase 

•	 Analyses redesigned solutions, design problem and sustainable information 

CAD
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INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY AND DESIGN 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT
Mr David Baxter
Contact: dbaxter@sec.qld.edu.au
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Year 10 Industrial Technology and Design is designed to introduce students to a range of industrial trades, systems 
and processes. A number of units incorporate a significant research and design component and would suit students 
considering tertiary study. Other units focus more on traditional trade skills and would suit students considering a 
trade career and perhaps doing VET subjects in Years 11 and 12.

Course Description

TRANSITION TO 
AUTOMOTIVE

Transition to Automotive is predominately a practical course of study which provides 
an opportunity for students to gain an introduction to automotive principles and an 
understanding of fundamental concepts and theories. It is concerned with those 
concepts and procedures related to automotive servicing, general automotive 
mechanical procedures and fundamentals of the internal combustion engine.

Assessment:

•	 Workbooks

•	 Observation Checklists

Construction

TRANSITION TO 
CONSTRUCTION

Transition to Construction is a practical course of study which introduces students to 
a range of carpentry skills and processes relevant to a range of construction trades. 
This unit is a good foundation for further studies in construction.

Assessment:

•	 Workbooks

•	 Observation Checklists

Engineering

TRANSITION TO 
ENGINEERING

Transition to Engineering introduces the student to a wide range of basic engineering 
skills including milling and machining, soft and silver soldering. MIG and stick 
welding and thermal welding and cutting. Emphasis is placed on safe use of 
equipment and processes in accordance with current WH&S legislation. This unit is a 
good foundation for further studies in engineering.

Assessment:

•	 Workbooks

•	 Observation Checklists

Automotive
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A fundamental aim of the Mathematics curriculum is to educate students to be active, thinking citizens, interpreting 
the world mathematically and using Mathematics to help form their predictions and decisions about personal and 
financial priorities. Mathematics also enables and enriches study and practice in many other disciplines.

In a democratic society, there are many substantial social and scientific issues raised or influenced by public 
opinion, so it is important that citizens can critically examine those issues by using and interpreting mathematical 
perspectives.

In addition, Mathematics has its own value and beauty and it is intended that students will appreciate the 
elegance and power of mathematical thinking, experience Mathematics as enjoyable and encounter teachers who 
communicate this enjoyment – in this way, positive attitudes towards Mathematics and Mathematics learning are 
encouraged.

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT
Mr Phillip Trezise
Contact: ptrezise@sec.qld.edu.au
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Course Description

FOUNDATION 
MATHEMATICS

SEMESTER ONE

The aim of Foundation Mathematics is to assist students who find Mathematics 
challenging. It is designed to help students improve their numeracy skills by 
concentrating on key fundamental skills in the content strands of Number and 
Algebra, Measurement and Geometry, Statistics and Probability.

In the Transition to Essential Mathematics course students will study:

•	 Measurement

•	 Pythagoras Theorem and trigonometry

•	 Probability and statistics

•	 Algebra and Indices

•	 Financial mathematics

•	 Solving linear equations and straight-line graphing

•	 Geometry

Assessment:

•	 Mid-Semester Examination

•	 End-Semester Examination

•	 Written Assignment

TRANSITION 
TO ESSENTIAL 
MATHEMATICS 

SEMESTER TWO

Foundation Mathematics
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Course Description

CORE MATHEMATICS 

SEMESTER ONE

Core Mathematics is designed for students who have a fundamental understanding 
of Mathematics but may have difficulty with some of the more abstract components 
of the Extension Mathematics course. 

Students will study the Australian National Curriculum and its content strands; 
Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry, Statistics and Probability. 

In the Transition to General mathematics course students will study:

•	 Simultaneous linear equations

•	 Bivariate data

•	 Indices

•	 Quadratic expressions 

•	 Quadratic equations

•	 Non-linear relationships

•	 Deductive geometry

Assessment

•	 Mid-Semester Examination 

•	 End-Semester Examination 

•	 Written Assignment 

TRANSITION 
TO GENERAL 

MATHEMATICS 

SEMESTER TWO

Extension Mathematics
EXTENSION 

MATHEMATICS

SEMESTER ONE

Extension Mathematics is the recommended course of study for students 
contemplating studying in Years 11 and 12 

•	 Mathematical Methods

•	 Mathematical Methods and Specialist Mathematics

Students will study the Australian National Curriculum and its content strands, 
Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry, Statistics and Probability. 

In the Transition to Mathematical Methods course students will study:

•	 Real numbers

•	 Quadratic expressions

•	 Quadratic equations

•	 Non-linear relationships

•	 Indices

•	 Univariate data

Assessment

•	 End-Semester Examination 

•	 Written Assignment

TRANSITION TO 
MATHEMATICAL 

METHODS 

SEMESTER TWO

Core Mathematics
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Course Description

TRANSITION 
TO SPECIALIST 
MATHEMATICS

Students can only choose this subject if studying Extension Mathematics.

This is a recommended course of study for students who are considering taking 
Specialist Mathematics in Years 11 and 12.

In preparation for Specialist Mathematics students will study:

•	 Congruent and similar triangles

•	 Deductive geometry

•	 Circle geometry

•	 Real number-rationalising denominations using conjugates

•	 Matrices - Matrix arithmetic

•	 Matrices - Binary equatiolns - commutative, associative, and proofs

•	 Linear equations - solving and graphing inequalilties

Assessment

•	 Mid-Semester Examination 

•	 End-Semester Examination 

Specialist Mathematics
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HEAD OF DEPARTMENT
Ms Samantha Gannaway
Contact: sgannaway@sec.qld.edu.au

Religious education encourages students to think critically, creatively and constructively about the influence of 
beliefs, values and faith in society. Students will develop religious knowledge by investigating religious traditions 
and how religion has influenced, and continues to influence, the lives of adherents. This will involve studying the five 
major world religions of Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism and Buddhism and their influence on people, society 
and culture. These are explored through analysing sacred texts and religious writings that offer insights into life, 
ethical reasoning. Students will also study the rituals that mark significant moments and events in the religion itself 
and the lives of adherents.

Course Description

RELIGION

SEMESTER ONE

In Term 1, students explore how humans express an understanding of God or the 
‘Other’. They differentiate betwee the core beliefs of the major world religions to 
identify how these reflect their understanding of God or the ‘Other’. 

In Term 2, students  build on this understanding to find the mystery of God in 
the midst of world events and the course of human history. They apply their 
understanding of key concepts to create a response that analyses God’s role in the 
nature of good and evil in the world.

Assessment

•	 Examination – Short Response

•	 Extended Response to Stimulus 

RELIGION

SEMESTER TWO

In Term 3, students explore how the Church has responded to emerging threats to 
human ecology. They will apply their understanding of Christian spiritual writings 
and sacred text to create a response to a contemporary moral question of how the 
Catholic Church is called to act justly in the world.

 In Term 4, students will investigate and analyse various sources that nourish the 
spiritual lives of believers, including the Eucharist.

Assessment

•	 Extended Response to Stimulus

•	 Portfolio – Short response

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Religion
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Science provides an empirical way of answering interesting and important questions about the biological, physical 
and technological world. The knowledge it produces has proven to be a reliable basis for action in our personal, 
social and economic lives. Science is a dynamic, collaborative and creative human endeavour arising from our 
desire to make sense of our world through exploring the unknown, investigating universal mysteries, making 
predictions and solving problems. Science aims to understand a large number of observations in terms of a much 
smaller number of broad principles. Scientific knowledge is contestable and is revised, refined and extended as new 
evidence arises. 

Please note that in order to meet the entry requirements for the Defence Forces, students need to have successfully 
completed two semesters of any Science subject in Year 10.

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT
Mr Mark Steffens
Contact: msteffens@sec.qld.edu.au
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Course Description

GENERAL SCIENCE

2 Semesters

Students describe and analyse interactions and cycles within and between Earth’s 
spheres.

They learn about the relationships between aspects of the living, physical and 
chemical world that are applied to systems on a local and global scale and this 
enables them to predict how changes will affect equilibrium within these systems.

Assessment:

•	 Experimental Report

•	 Research Report

•	 Online Tests 

Biology

TRANSITION TO 
BIOLOGY

Transition to Biology is an elective course of study.

Students apply understanding about DNA and inheritance in order to explain the 
processes that underpin heredity and evolution. Students also evaluate the evidence 
of cellular theory and the diversity of life on Earth.

Assessment:

•	 Written Exam

•	 Student Experiment Report

•	 Data Test

General Science
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TRANSITION TO 
CHEMISTRY

Transition to Chemistry is an elective course of study.

Students analyse how the periodic table organises elements and use it to make 
predictions about the properties of elements. 

They explain how chemical reactions are used to produce particular products and 
how different factors influence the rate of reactions.

Assessment:

•	 Written Exam

•	 Student Experiment Report

•	 Data Test 

Physics

TRANSITION TO 
PHYSICS

Transition to Physics is an elective course of study.

Students explain the concept of energy conservation and represent energy transfer 
and transformation within systems, for example, electrical circuits. They apply 
relationships between force, mass and acceleration to predict changes in the motion 
of objects.

Assessment:

•	 Written Exam

•	 Student Experiment Report

•	 Data Test

Chemistry
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