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Monday 12 August 2024
Year 10 Subject Selection Evening

Monday 19 August 2024
SET Plan Interviews Commence

Key Dates

At St Edmund’s College, our team is 
dedicated to creating an education 
system that allows for
an environment where young men 
thrive. With learning experiences 
that engage young minds, capture 
imagination and unleash potential, 
we build the skills for life within the 
context of traditional subject areas.

Every Eddies man can select and 
follow a personalised learning 
pathway. With a wide spectrum of 
possible futures, a student’s pathway 
will prepare him for the choices he 
will need to make post school.

As a Catholic College in the Edmund 
Rice Tradition (EREA) we stay
true to the four Touchstones of the 
EREA Charter: Inclusive Community, 
Justice and Solidarity, Liberating

Education and Gospel Spirituality. 
Additionally, using our four R’s, 
Respect, Resilience, Reflection and 
Responsiveness, St Edmund’s
students are formed into strong, kind 
and gentle men skilled and ready
to graduate to the world, confident
enough to make a difference.

This booklet outlines information 
necessary for students to make 
informed choices about their course 
of study over the next few years.
I encourage you to share some 
time with your son in reading this 
important information.

From the Principal

Ms Natalie Henness
Director of Senior School
nhenness@sec.qld.edu.au

Key Contacts

Mr Andrew Kirk
Director of Pathways
akirk@sec.qld.edu.au

Ms Simone O’Shea
Assistant Principal – Administration
soshea@sec.qld.edu.au
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Overview
In Term 3 of Year 10 at St Edmund’s, students are 
required to complete a Senior Education and Training Plan 
(SET) interview to commit to a two-year course of study 
for Years 11 and 12.

Across senior subjects, students will acquire transferable 
skills to support them as lifelong learners, valued 
employees, innovators and engaged global citizens.

St Edmund’s College offers quality educational pathways 
and a broad choice of subjects for young men, in order to 
provide each student with the opportunity to pursue his 
chosen pathway and reach his full potential.

We encourage our seniors to be actively involved in their 
academic studies and the spiritual, sporting and cultural 
activities presented to them in order for them to leave the 
College as young men, well-equipped to make their mark 
in society.

Senior students are expected to apply themselves 
diligently to their studies, achieve their very best, 
cooperate with all staff, nurture the younger students, 
demonstrate a genuine mateship to their peers and 
adhere to all College policies.

Senior Studies differ significantly from Middle School 
Studies because the academic content of the courses is 
more rigorous and greater in volume. To be successful 
in their studies, students will need to carefully plan to 
maintain a good balance between study, co-curricular 
activities, work commitments and leisure.

This document is an introductory guide to prepare 
your son for the SET Plan process and provide basic 
information about courses and requirements for Years 
11 and 12 students at St Edmund’s College. It lists 
Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority 
(QCAA) subjects and Certificate courses offered at the 
College as well as general information specific to the 
Senior Phase of Learning.

The skills derived through Senior education and needed 
in the 21st century are unique and differ from those skills 
needed in the past. St Edmund’s College’s focus on these 
skills will assist in preparing students with the knowledge, 
skills, and confidence to equip them to make a successful 
transition from school to a rapidly changing adult society. 
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On completion of Year 12, students are issued a Senior 
Education Profile (SEP) by the Queensland Curriculum and 
Assessment Authority (QCAA). Year 12 students are not 
issued an end of year report by the College.

A profile could include all or some of the following 
documents.

Statement of Results
This is a transcript of the learning account for all students 
completing Year 12 at a Queensland School. The Senior 
Statement shows all studies and the results achieved that 
may contribute to the awarding of a QCE. If a student has a 
Senior Statement, then they have satisfied the completion 
requirements for Year 12 in Queensland.

Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE)
The Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) is 
Queensland’s senior secondary schooling qualification, 
which is awarded to eligible students, usually at the end of 
Year 12. To gain this qualification the student must have 
completed:

•	 A set amount of learning i.e. achieved 20 credits

•	 At a set standard i.e. Satisfactory completion, grade of 
C or better, or equivalent.

•	 In a set pattern i.e. at least 12 credits from completed 
core studies and another 8 credits from a combination 
of any course of study

•	 PLUS met numeracy and literacy requirements

The QCE offers flexibility in what is learnt, as well as 
where and when learning occurs. Students have a wide 
range of learning options; these can include Senior School 
Subjects, Vocational Education and Training, the workplace 
and community learning, as well as university subjects 
undertaken while at school.

Further details can be found by following the link given 
below:

www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/certificates-and-qualifications/
qce

In the case of a student not achieving his QCE on 
completion of Year 12, he has a further seven years (from 
when they were first registered in Year 10) to obtain this 
qualification by undertaking further education and training 
post school.

The requirements for a QCE are different from those for 
tertiary entrance. Please refer to ATAR eligibility on page 7 
for information about ATAR scores in the new QCE system.

Queensland Certificate of Individual 
Achievement
The Queensland Certificate of Individual Achievement 
(QCIA) recognises the achievements of students who 
undertake individualised learning programs. To be eligible, 
students must have impairments or difficulties in learning 
that are not primarily due to socioeconomic, cultural or 
linguistic factors. At the end of the senior phase of learning, 
eligible students achieve a QCIA. These students have the 
option of continuing to work towards a QCE post-secondary 
schooling.

Senior Education and Training (SET) Plan
All Year 10 students, transitioning into the Senior Phase 
of Learning, together with their parents/caregivers 
and a member of the College academic staff will meet 
collaboratively to formulate a Senior Education and Training 
(SET) Plan for the student’s future learning and aspirations. 
A SET Plan is designed to help Year 10 students review 
past achievements, set goals and select an appropriate 
pathway for learning in Years 11 and 12.

Your SET Plan will help you:

•	 Structure your learning in Years 11 and 12 around your 
abilities, interests and ambitions

•	 Think about your education, training and career options 
after Year 12

•	 Set and achieve your learning goals in Years 11 and 12 
and beyond

•	 Include flexible and coordinated pathway options in 
your course of senior study

•	 Communicate with your parents/caregivers or teachers/ 
Heads of Department about your post-school plans.

Learning Accounts
During Year 10, students will be registered by the College 
with the Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority.

Upon registration, an individual web-based learning account 
is opened for each student, and they are assigned a Learner 
Unique Identifier (LUI) and password that enables them to 
access their account. The Learning Account will provide 
a detailed overview of their progress through QCAA and 
vocational training courses.

As results are banked by learning providers into a learning 
account, students can monitor their progress towards QCE, 
or Queensland Certificate of Individual Achievement (QCIA) 
attainment. Credits towards learning are only banked on 
completion of a course of study.

LUI numbers have been provided to both parents and 
students.

Senior Education Profile for Senior Students

General Information
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General Subjects
General subjects are those subjects that can contribute to 
the calculation of an ATAR. Students wishing to be eligible 
for an ATAR must study a minimum of 4 General Subjects. 
Subjects will be studied in Units 1 - 4 across Years 11 
and 12 and all subjects will be assessed using 3 internal 
instruments and 1 external examination throughout Year 12. 
Successful completion of each of the 4 Units in a General 
Subject contributes 4 QCE points towards a student’s 
Queensland Certificate of Education.

Applied Subjects
These are subjects developed by QCAA. Only 1 applied 
subject can be combined with 4 General subjects to attain 
an ATAR. Applied subjects contribute toward a QCE.

While still emphasising 21st century skills, the focus in 
Applied Subjects will be the practical use and applications 
of English, Mathematics, Religion and Sport and Recreation.

Successful completion of each Applied Subject contributes 
4 QCE points towards a student’s Queensland Certificate of 
Education.

Vocational Qualifications
St Edmund’s College, in conjunction with other external 
training organisations (RTOs) offer a wide variety of 
vocational certificate courses to our young men. These 
courses are integral in developing the skills needed to 
transition into employment and further training across a 
variety of fields. The certificate courses offered are all 
recognised under the Australian Qualifications Framework 
(AQF) and are internationally recognised. Upon completion 
of a course, or upon exit from the College, students 
are issued a Statement of Attainment outlining the 
competencies or formal qualification completed.

 

Certificate courses are competency based and the structure 
and assessment plan require students to demonstrate 
mastery of the required knowledge and skills to successfully 
complete course requirements. Certificate courses attract 
3 to 8 QCE points upon successful completion depending 
on the relative AQF level (i.e. Certificate I to IV). Should 
a student not complete all required learning tasks and 
competencies while enrolled at St Edmund’s College 
they are able to continue their enrolment in the selected 
certificate qualification through another RTO and achieve 
competency later.

Students studying Certificate courses delivered through St 
Edmund’s College Trade Training Centre must specialise in 
one of:

•	 Automotive

•	 Construction

•	 Engineering Pathways

A course of study is any subject that a student undertakes while completing his senior 
studies. Courses of study fall into three groups – General, Applied or Vocational 
Qualifications. 

Courses of Study

St Edmund’s College educates 
young men spiritually, 
academically, socially, physically 
and creatively in a compassionate 
catholic context.
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Students may choose a combination of General, 
Applied and Certificate courses.

ATAR Eligibility
ATAR eligible students can seek tertiary entrance by 
applying through the Queensland Tertiary Admissions 
Centre (QTAC). Qualifying for an ATAR is the best option for 
students applying for tertiary entrance upon completing Year 
12. Students choosing this pathway will make 6 selections. 
Students must note that Applied Subjects and Certificates 
will not scale as highly as General Subjects when their 
ATAR is calculated by QTAC.

Students who satisfy the prerequisites are then selected 
for courses based on their ATAR. Students with the higher 
ATAR are offered places first.

The calculation of an ATAR will be based on a student’s best         
results in:

St Edmund’s College prides itself on providing quality education that caters for all 
interests and abilities. As no two pathways are the same, we focus on providing each 
senior student with individual guidance to ensure he is pursuing the study pathway 
that places him in the best position to achieve his post-school goals.

Personalised Pathways to Success

Option A

5 General Subjects

Option B

4 General Subjects
PLUS

the best result in
1 Applied Subject

OR
completed Certificate III / IV

or

Eligibility for an ATAR will require completion to a ‘C’ 
standard or higher of a QCAA English subject.

The ATAR will be calculated by the Queensland Tertiary 
Admission Centre (QTAC). It will be reported as a number 
decreasing from 99.95 in increments of 0.05.

More information regarding the new tertiary entrance 
system can be found on the QTAC website – www.qtac. 
edu.au/atar

Making Your Selection

The 6 subjects chosen must include 3 
compulsory subject areas –

•	 Study of Religion, Certificate III/IV in 
Christian Ministry OR Religion and 
Ethics

•	 English OR Essential English

•	 General Mathematics, Mathematical 
Methods OR Essential Mathematics

When choosing your subjects 
electronically you must ensure that 
you have a minimum of 20 QCE points 
selected.
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Work Placement
In selecting this option, students will need to select the 
Work Placement subject as their 6th preference in Web 
Preferences. A follow up interview will be conducted to 
determine which Work Placement will be appropriate.

The College works in partnerships with Apprenticeships 
Queensland (AQ) and other community organisations 
to provide work placement for those students who are 
interested in this opportunity. This generally occurs one day 
per week. In addition, students may elect to participate in 
short blocks and holiday placement.

School-based Traineeships and Apprentice-
ships (SATs)
Students are able to source their own opportunity to 
commence a school-based apprenticeship (SBA) as part 
of their senior load or work towards the attainment of an 
SBA within the work experience program. School-based 
apprenticeships and traineeships provide the opportunity 
for students to work as paid employees, training towards 
a nationally recognised qualification while they complete 
senior schooling. All students undertaking school-based 
apprenticeships and traineeships in Years 11 and 12 will 
work towards the achievement of a Queensland Certificate 
of Education (QCE) through a combination of QCAA and 
Certificate courses.

School-based apprenticeships and traineeships see 
students learn valuable skills under the guidance of an 
employer, for at least 50 days each year (80 days for 
apprenticeships in Electrotechnology). Apprenticeships and 
traineeships contribute to the accrual of QCE points in a pro 
rata capacity based on attendance at work and completion 
of course theory components. These arrangements are 
specific to each individual student and their contractual 
relationship with their employer.

School-based apprenticeships and traineeships are legally 
binding agreements. Students undertaking these must 
be critically aware of the obligations they have made to 
their host employer and to the College. This includes 
a commitment to catch up on all relevant schoolwork 
missed while attending work. Missing one day per week of 
scheduled lessons means that students undertaking SATs 
must show greater independence for their learning and form 
an organised approach towards their studies.

TAFE Queensland

In addition to Certificate courses delivered by St Edmund’s 
College, further certificate courses are available in 
partnership with TAFE Queensland. Students could be 
absent from timetabled classes at school for one day each 
week. This will place the responsibility on the students to 
maintain their commitment to their school studies while 
completing their certificate modules.

In selecting this option, students will need to select the 
external TAFE subject as their 6th preference in Web 
Preferences. A follow up interview will be conducted to 
determine which TAFE courses will be appropriate.

University Study
At the end of Year 11, students who have achieved very 
high results may wish to study a first-year university subject 
whilst in Year 12.

Additional credit toward the QCE will contribute under the 
category of Complementary learning.

The benefits are:

•	 Wide choice of first year university courses

•	 Opportunities to extend academic boundaries

•	 Cost of the subject/s covered by the institutions

•	 Possible credit towards future study

•	 Access to university facilities

•	 Students sample university life

•	 Possible direct entry to the university (subject to 
passing the course of study)

Refer to the link

www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior/snr_new_assess_te_qce_
factsheet_requirements.pdf

Opportunities Beyond the Classroom

ENHANCED STUDIES 
PROGRAM

St Lucia and Gatton
www.uq.edu.au

ENHANCED ACHIEVERS 
PROGRAM

Banyo
www.acu.edu.au

GUEST PROGRAM
Nathan, Mt Gravatt and 

Logan
www.gu.edu.au

START PROGRAM
Gardens Point and 

Kelvin Grove
www.go.qut.edu.au

HEAD START PROGRAM
Toowoomba, Springfield and 

Ipswich
www.usq.edu.au
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Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4

Year 12 Unit 3 Unit 4 External Exams

Year 11 Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3

Year 10 Australian Curriculum – Year 10 Transition subjects

When choosing Senior subjects, students must:

•	 Consider what their aspirations are on completing Year 12

•	 Consider the personalised pathway which will best equip them with the education they need to successfully pursue 
their goal

•	 Choose subjects that:

–  They enjoy

–  They are good at

–  Satisfy any required pre-requisites for further education and training

•	 Consider making choices that will develop skills, knowledge and attitudes which will be useful throughout life

•	 Carefully consider the recommended Year 10 transition subjects. 

•	 Students will be required to have an interview with the Head of Department if the recommended subject has not been 
completed

•	 The interview must take place prior to the set plan interview

Choosing Senior Subjects

Study Sequence- General and Applied Subjects

The QCE program at St Edmund’s is designed to provide breadth and depth of study in Units 1, 2, 3 and 4. 
Students will begin their full QCE program at the start of Term 1 Year 11.

Coursework for Units 3 and 4 in General subject syllabuses must be completed by late Term 3 Year 12. As a result, the 
study of Unit 3 must begin in Term 4 Year 11. A sound basis of skill development and foundational learning in Year 11 is 
crucial for success in Year 12.

The structure of the Unit sequence for the QCE program at the College is as follows:

Subject Changes

It should also be noted that to be eligible for an ATAR, a student must complete Units 1 – 4 of 5 General subjects or 
4 General subjects plus 1 Applied subject (Units 1 – 4) or a Certificate III or higher.

It is important that students plan their QCE program carefully, as subject changes at a later date may be very limited and 
restricted by QCAA rules. Specifically, students may change a subject:

•	 In the first three weeks of unit 1 and unit 2

•	 At the end of unit 1 and unit 2

•	 If subject numbers and timetable blocking support the change

Subject changes in the new QCE are not possible at the end of Unit 3 as Units 3 and 4 are studied as a sequence and are 
assessed as such for the purposes of calculating the QCE and an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR).
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Creative Arts
•	 Drama
•	 Film, Television & New Media
•	 Media Arts In Practice (Applied Subject)
•	 Music
•	 Visual Art
•	 Visual Art in Practice (Applied Subject)  

English
•	 English
•	 Essential English (Applied Subject)

Enterprise Studies
•	 Accounting
•	 Certificate II in Applied Digital Technologies 
•	 Certificate III in Business
•	 Digital Solutions 
•	 Economics

Health And Physical Education
•	 Physical Education
•	 Sport and Recreation (Applied Subject)
•	 Certificate II in Sport & Recreation
•	 Certificate III in Fitness 

Humanities & Social Science
•	 Geography 
•	 Legal Studies
•	 Modern History 

Industrial Technology & Design
•	 Certificate II Auto Vocational Prep 
•	 Certificate I in Construction 
•	 Design
•	 Certificate II in Engineering Pathways 
•	 Certificate III in Engineering -Technical 

Mathematics
•	 General Mathematics
•	 Mathematical Methods
•	 Specialist Mathematics
•	 Essential Mathematics (Applied Subject)

Religious Education
•	 Study of Religion
•	 Religion and Ethics (Applied Subject)
•	 Certificate IV in Christian Ministry and Theology 

Science
•	 Biology
•	 Chemistry
•	 Physics

Skills And Training
•	 External Offerings – Work Placement and School-

Based Apprenticeships

Subject offerings for classes are dependent on the number of students who choose 
them and, therefore, not all subjects will be offered in the timetable in 2025.

Summary Table of Options
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Where possible, the student will have studied the 
appropriate Transition unit during Year 10. For Humanities 
based subjects, a minimum of C standard in English is a 
requirement. Further pre-requisites have been applied for 
the following subjects:

Biology

Must be enrolled in one of Transition to Mathematical 
Methods or Transition to General Mathematics in 
Semester 2

Chemistry

Must be enrolled in one of Transition to Mathematical 
Methods or Transition to General Mathematics in 
Semester 2

General Mathematics

Must be enrolled in one of Transition to Mathematical 
Methods or Transition to General Mathematics in 
Semester 2

Mathematical Methods

Must be enrolled in Transition to Mathematical Methods in 
Semester 2

Physics

Must be enrolled in one of Transition to Mathematical 
Methods or Transition to General Mathematics in 
Semester 2

Specialist Mathematics

Must be enrolled in Transition to Mathematical Methods in 
Semester 2

To assist students in making realistic subject choices it is recommended that they 
meet the minimum standards as outlined below.

Recommended Entry Standards
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