The St Edmund’s College’s
strategic directions
from 2018 to 2020
will be enlivened by a
commitment to deliver an
authentic …

… educational
community that fosters
positive relationships
through communication,
connection, engagement
and service.

… catholic education
for boys inspired by the
teachings of Jesus Christ
and the words, actions
and character of Blessed
Edmund Rice

… learning environment
that provides a holistic
education with a focus
on improvement
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Brief History of St Edmund’s College
In 1891 a meeting of parishioners from St Mary’s decided to invite the Christian Brothers to take over the
administration of a Catholic school in Ipswich which had existed under lay control since 1850. The presence of
Christian Brothers in Queensland had already been established in earlier years and the opportunity to come into a
welcoming and vibrant Catholic community in Ipswich with a school building already in place proved to be a major
attraction.
In February 1892, the Brothers arrived and took up residence in the recently completed Christian Brothers Building
at the top of the hill in Woodend. They taught in the original building, St Mary’s Christian Brothers’ College, on the
corner of Mary St and Elizabeth St till 1961. With the increasing demand for a higher secondary education, the
parishioners convened another meeting with a resolution to establish a new secondary College for boys owned by
the Christian Brothers.
With the support of the Parish construction of the new College commenced soon after and on February 21, 1965
Archbishop of Brisbane, James Duhig blessed the new College with the Ipswich Mayor, J.T. Finimore officially laying
the Foundation Stone. The new College received a new name and changed to St Edmund’s Christian Brothers’
College. The initial building was funded by the Parents and Friends Association.

By the end of the millennium the Christian Brothers began to withdraw from the administration and staffing of
schools in Australia. In 1998 Brother Ted Magee was the last Christian Brother to be Principal and in 2006,
Brother Ambrose Purcell was to be the last Christian Brother to teach at the College after leaving to undertake
missionary work in Sudan.
From October 2007, The Trustees of the Christian Brothers under the governance of Edmund Rice Education
Australia now administer the College along with fifty EREA schools across Australia. In 2015 the College welcomed
Year 7 for the first time with the move to start Year 7 into secondary education across Queensland. The College
also celebrated ’50 Years on the Hill’ in 2015 and more recently 125 years of Christian Brothers Education in
Ipswich in 2017. The current enrolment from Year 7 to Year 12 is approximately 1100 students.
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Dear St Edmund’s College community
I am honoured to endorse the St Edmund’s College Strategic Directions and Priorities
2018 to 2020.
I am confident that, with the Edmund Rice Education Australia Touchstones so
prominently referenced in shaping your priorities for the next three years, you will be
guided well in your work together to educate the young men of Ipswich.
Your new strategic directions and priorities will undoubtedly build on the work of the
past and take you forward with a renewed purpose to continue the Edmund Rice story
for the families you serve.
I wish you well in your endeavour and look forward to supporting you.
Yours sincerely
Wayne Tinsey.
EREA Executive Director
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Mission
St Edmund’s College educates young men spiritually, academically, socially, physically and
creatively in a compassionate Catholic context. Our community empowers young men to
engage in critical reflection leading to positive action for our world.
Strategic Directions
The St Edmund’s College’s
strategic directions from
2018 to 2020 will be
enlivened by a commitment
to deliver an authentic …
Strategic Priorities
This will be evidenced
through living the four
touchstones …

(Identity)
Catholic education for boys inspired
by the teachings of Jesus Christ and
the words, actions and character of
Blessed Edmund Rice.
Liberating Education
• Promoting a culture of quality
teaching and learning
• Ensuring supportive and respectful
relationships
• Improving the proficiency of students
in Numeracy and Literacy across all
learning areas
• Providing expert and experienced
teaching teams at the forefront of
educational change
• Offering equal access to education,
resources and career pathways
• Collating and analysing data to
inform student improvement and
learning outcomes
• Catering for individual differences
and exceptional learners
• Implementing a student formation
program
• Celebrating success
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Vision
St Edmund’s College, an inclusive Catholic community, enriched by Ipswich culture and
grounded in the Edmund Rice Tradition, educates and inspires young men to live simply
and to make a difference.

(Improvement)
Learning environment that provides
a holistic education with a focus on
improvement.

Gospel Spirituality
• Following the golden rule
• Showing compassion, respect and
dignity
• Being a brother to another
• Recognising and helping the
marginalised
• Embracing the practice of restorative
justice
• Maintaining connections with the
wider Catholic community
• Celebrating the language, symbols
and stories of the Catholic tradition,
including a commitment to the First
Peoples of Australia who have been
the traditional custodians of this land.

(Community)
Educational community that fosters
positive relationships through
communication, connection,
engagement and service.

Inclusive Community
• Performing service to others
• Accepting and respecting diversity in
faith and culture
• Protecting the rights of individuals
and their well-being
• Taking shared responsibility for the
community and its members
• Ensuring open communication
between staff, parents and students
• Enabling opportunities for
collaborative learning groups
• Providing parents with opportunities
to engage collaboratively with the
school community
• Providing a unique educational
experience within Ipswich, Australia
and the global community

Justice and solidarity
• Advocating for those on the margins
• Maintaining justice and peace for all,
grounded in spirituality and reflection
• Upholding the principles of
restorative justice
• Engaging in immersions to
strengthen relationships and
understanding
• Integrating Catholic social teaching
within the curriculum
• Ensuring protection and sustainability
of our environment
• Embracing solidarity for all cultures,
especially the First Peoples of
Australia who have been the
traditional custodians of this land.
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IDENTITY
Catholic education for boys inspired
by the teachings of Jesus Christ and
the words, actions and character of
Blessed Edmund Rice.

Strategic Priorities
This will be evidenced through living the
four touchstones …
Liberating
Education
• Offering equal access to education,
resources and career pathways.
• Catering for individual differences
and exceptional learners.
• Implementing a student formation
program.

Gospel
Spirituality
• Following the golden rule.
• Showing compassion, respect and
dignity.
• Recognising and helping the
marginalised.
• Celebrating the language, symbols
and stories of the Catholic tradition,
including a commitment to the First
Peoples of Australia who have been
the traditional custodians of this
land.

Inclusive
Community
• Performing service to others.
• Accepting and respecting diversity
in faith and culture.
• Protecting the rights of individuals
and their well-being.

Justice and
Solidarity
• Advocating for those on the
margins.
• Maintaining justice and peace for
all, grounded in spirituality and
reflection.
• Engaging in immersions to
strengthen relationships and
understanding.
• Integrating Catholic social teaching
within the curriculum.
• Ensuring protection and
sustainability of our environment.
• Embracing solidarity for all cultures,
especially the First Peoples of
Australia who have been the
traditional custodians of this land.
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IMPROVEMENT
Learning environment that provides
a holistic education with a focus on
improvement.

Strategic Priorities
This will be evidenced through living the
four touchstones …
Liberating
Education
• Promoting a culture of quality
teaching and learning.
• Improving the proficiency of
students in Numeracy and Literacy
across all learning areas.
• Providing expert and experienced
teaching teams at the forefront of
educational change.
• Collating and analysing data to
inform student improvement and
learning outcomes.
• Catering for individual differences
and exceptional learners.

Gospel
Spirituality
• Embracing the practice of
restorative justice.
• Showing compassion, respect and
dignity.

Inclusive
Community
• Enabling opportunities for
collaborative learning groups.
• Providing a unique educational
experience within Ipswich, Australia
and the global community.

Justice and
Solidarity
• Upholding the principles of
restorative justice.
• Integrating Catholic social teaching
within the curriculum.
• Ensuring protection and
sustainability of our environment.
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COMMUNITY
Educational community that fosters
positive relationships through
communication, connection,
engagement and service

Strategic Priorities
This will be evidenced through living the
four touchstones …
Liberating
Education
• Ensuring supportive and respectful
relationships.
• Celebrating success.

Gospel
Spirituality
• Being a brother to another.
• Recognising and helping the
marginalised.
• Maintaining connections with the
wider Catholic community.

Inclusive
Community
• Performing service to others.
• Accepting and respecting diversity
in faith and culture.
• Taking shared responsibility for the
community and its members.
• Ensuring open communication
between staff, parents and
students.
• Providing parents with opportunities
to engage collaboratively with the
school community.
• Providing a unique educational
experience within Ipswich, Australia
and the global community.

Justice and
Solidarity
• Engaging in immersions to
strengthen relationships and
understanding.
• Embracing solidarity for all cultures,
especially the First Peoples of
Australia who have been the
traditional custodians of this land.
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