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Scots at Tournament Week

Scots huddle at the hockey national tournament

This year’s winter tournament week saw many Scots teams compete at the national level
against New Zealand’s top secondary schools in their respective sports. The competitions
saw many successes for Scots, but was also an opportunity for participants to grow. The
standout result was definitely from the boys 1% XI football squad, who, despite a
disappointing loss, finished second in their second consecutive national final.
In addition to football, Scots also sent up its hockey and basketball teams, in addition to
those from other sports. Xavier S, from the basketball 1% V, who finished thirteenth overall,
explains that it was a special tournament because it was “the last [one] for the Year 13s.” By
the end, though, “everyone was tired and fatigued due to the two games each day.” This
outlines the toughness of the tournament; ultimately, this only solidifies the perseverance
built through the tournament.
The tournament also gave students an opportunity to build relationships and unity. “The
tournament helped me connect more with my teammates on and off the field,” said a
member of the Hockey 1*' XI. Yuran S from the Badminton first team also shares that he
was able “to meet new people from around the country. Overall, tournament week brought
a lot of success, but also taught students important lessons about perseverence, competing
at a high level, and gave them a chance to connect with others.

e Augustine H

By Year 12 students Augustine Hayes, Adam Mackey, and Nyasha Chikobvu
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Teacher Feature

For the first teacher feature, we talked to Mr. Holgate, the new
librarian. If you have anybody you would like to learn more about,
please message Chenghao Yuan.

1.What do you enjoy doing in your free time?
I enjoy writing fiction in my free time, and I practice something called capoeira. Capoeira is
basically like a Brazilian martial art with African roots and a mix of acrobatics, their music
and you have to sing.

2.What do you think is your greatest achievement in or outside the
school?
I won a pen America Dau prize, which is an award for the best short story, in 2023.

What was the short story about?
It was about a group of musicians in Jamaica that get themselves in trouble at a hotel: Delroy
and the boys.

3.If you weren’t a teacher, what other profession would you choose?
No, if I wasn't, maybe I'll go back to acting. I'm not quite a teacher, I'm a librarian. I'd have
been an actor, or I would be a writer

4.What is your home country, and have you lived in other parts of the
world?
Yes, I was born in Jamaica, and I grew up in in London. And I did high school in South
Florida. I then came to New Zealand in 2023.

Is Wellington the first place you’ve lived in New Zealand?
Yes, it’s the only city I have lived in New Zealand and it’s quite nice here.

e Chenghao (Samuel) Y
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Mock Exams

Recently, mock exams for NCEA Level 2 and
Level 3 students and Year 13 IB students
have taken place. It is important to reflect on
these exams and use them to prepare for the
externals later in the year. Head of Senior
School James B shares, “Consistently, in the
lead-up to exams my teacher would offer to
answer any questions I had. However, I
never took advantage of this even when I
had trouble or I didn't know how to do a
question. So, I would 100% look to ask more
questions.” Year 11s should take notice of
this as they will need to prepare for mock
exams in Year 12 and Year 13.

James B also states that “by far the best
thing to do is to start early. Whether it is a
piece of written work, or a test, starting work
early, and doing little bits every day” The
best advice senior school students should

take away is to be sure to start preparing
early. Another tip from Jerry Z is to not
become too confident in some subjects. “I
mainly focused on my relatively weaker
subjects.” he explains, but ultimately it’s
better to maintain some balance, as this can
create “false impressions.”

Overall, mock exams served as a lesson to
the students who sat them. Harry SL, a Year
12 student, says that he learned “how
important time management is.” For his
actual exams, he said “I'll now practice under
timed conditions.” This emphasizes the
lessons that mock exams offer, and how
students can be using them to improve their
personal academic performances. By
utilizing the grades and the feedback from
the exams, we can ensure that we perform at
our best when we sit the actual exams.

e Hristo H
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House Activities

In the last few weeks, the Senior House Quiz
has started and is set to resume in Week 9.
Currently, Mawson, Plimmer, and Smith
have qualified for the semifinals, with
Mawson facing the winner of the lifeline
match between Fergusson and Mackenzie.

7/8 playoff: Uttley v Glasgow
5/6 playoft: Aitken v lifeline match loser

Significantly, the House Haka, worth twice
the number of points as house sporting
events, is occurred at the end of Week 8.
Thus, there were cancellations in any
preceding house activities. The event saw
Mackenzie win, with Smith in second,
Plimmer in third, and Fergusson in fourth.

Students’
Quote of the Day

The following quote comes from Year 12
student Dante M:
“Live in the moment, overthinking kills.”

This quote outlines the importance of
enjoying our present situation. As students,
it is easy to get trapped thinking about our
futures and how our actions will affect us
going forward. This may not be an issue, but
it’s easy for it to become overwhelming.
When our anxieties and worries overshadow
the experiences we have in life today, it
means that we can’t make the most of what
we have in the present. Although our future
happiness is, and should be, a significant
factor in the decisions we make, focusing too
much on it means sacrificing our happiness
in the present moment.

Short Story - Creative Writing Club

This story is from a Year 12 in the Creative Writing Club:

Wrists blanched as the belt cut deep int-bang! My elbow crashed into the
tray of torture devices as my arm yanked loose. Hastily unfastening the
other straps, I leapt out of the recliner and burst out into the hallway,
following the bright green exits. In moments, the blue agents thundered
behind me, grabbing at my spotted dress. I rounded a corner, slipped, and
slammed into the linoleum. They pounced. Gentle hands stood me up as
tears and blood mixed on the floor. "Code grey", blared on the loudspeakers.
"All other patients and staff return to your rooms."




Word Unscramble

Easy: MXESA
Medium: NRAIRLABI
Hard: NUTTMOERAN

Jjusweulno | :pJeH
ueLlelqiT :WnIpap

swexg :Aseg
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