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Ma Pango Ma Whero Week

Some International Day stands organzied as part of Ma Pango Ma Whero week.

Y Shadey’s performance, International Day, and all the other activities in Week 3 were all
part of the Ma Pango Ma Whero week organized by this year’s Prefect team. Aiming to
cultivate togetherness, the week was put together to highlight the school’s heritage and
diverse makeup, while also showing ways we can improve our lives at school.

One event was International Day, where stalls representing countries from Germany to
Japan shared their food and culture. “It was a chance to share my culture with the broader
community,” said Thomas C, a Year 12. “Since the Thai community at Scots is quite small,
it was nice to be able to share it with others.” This was the consensus among many people
who participated in the event.

Another component of the week was the Gratitude board, which could be found in the
CPAC. The board was put up for students to “come together and reflect on everything
they’re grateful for,” said Jessie, this year’s Chapel Prefect. This was connected to the
week’s goal of togetherness: by focusing on the positive, people could see what their peers
were appreciative of.

Overall, the week was able to bring together students from across year groups in a fun and

active way. « Daniel Tan and Augustine Hayes

By Year 12 students Augustine Hayes, Adam Mackey, and Nyasha Chikobvu




Page 2 Red & Black

Looking Back at House Music

Fergusson

“It was the togetherness that stood out that
really stood out to us” were the words of
Stella M, Fergusson’s Middle School House
Leader. Although Fergusson did not finish
top 4 in this year’s house music, Stella was
proud of their performance. Particularly the
collaboration and teamwork that they
demonstrated. “You can’t sing by yourself,
but when you join a bunch of voices it
becomes really loud.” According to Stella,
the biggest lesson learned from House Music
was that that you can lead others to be at
their best by being a role model and giving
100% yourself.

Looking towards house Haka, Stella said
that they’re going to try and give it their all

v _ again.
A highlight from Fergusson’s whole house performance ¢ Elijah R

Mawson Uttley
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This year, Mawson put on an incredible “I believed that we should've won House
House Music performance, culminating in a  Music, but it is what it is,” said Tautiaga, the
Top 4 finish. “Everyone in Mawson was Uttley Middle School house leader.
patient and open minded to new ideas, Despite the result, Tautiaga was proud of the
which meant we could test out things that house’s performance. He was particularly
have never been before,” said Madeleine T, surprised by the energy shown on stage, after
this year’s Mawson House leader. rehearsals had sometimes felt flat. “During
Looking forward, Madeleine has seen that the performance they gave their all,” he said.
“engagement always wins.” It can be easy to  Uttley also nailed its entrance, with everyone
get caught up in the excitement during the coming in on cue. According to Tautiaga, this
final week, but consistency in the lead up is showed the concentration and unity of the
what makes success, she explained. house. “Our performance was phenomenal,”
Looking towards the upcoming House he said.
Haka, Madeleine wants to make sure that Looking forward to the Haka competition,
actions and lyrics are introduced together. Tautiaga wants to quickly rebuild the same
This practical measure will ensure that momentum in a different way. He plans to
“both elements are strong” on the day. use strong leadership, loud energy and
Overall, Mawson is excited to carry on their teamwork to get the house focused and hyped
momentum into the Haka competition. again.

o Augustine H e Oliver C
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Art & Culture

Scots Spectacular

In an annual performing arts event. students
from Year 1 to Year 13 showcased their
muscial talent at the Scots Spectacular.

The event featured performances from

several groups, including the Scots
Orchestra, the Year 6 Choir, and Ultraviolet,
a student rock band. With students from
different year levels taking the stage, the
evening highlighted the variety of musical
opportunities available at Scots.

For Year 12 Steven X, who performed as part
of the Orchestra, the event was a memorable
experience. He was particularly satisfied
with the Orchestra’s performance, saying
that the group “played really well and
seemed to be well received by the audience.”
One of the highlights of the evening was the
Strathmore Singers. Their performance
stood out to him among an already diverse
programme, demonstrating the range of
musical styles showcased throughout the
evening.

The Scots Spectacular, though, offered more
than an opportunity to perform. For
students involved, it was also a chance to
meet new people, strengthen friendships,
and become more involved in the wider
school community.
This was an experience shared by others in
the community. Amrith R, a member of the
jazz band among other groups. “The night
was an chance to share our passion for
music,” he shared. The performance allowed
the groups to show the music that they've
heen working hard on this year.
From the Year 6 Choir to the Orchestra and
Ultraviolet’s original  music, Scots
Spectacular showcased the breadth of talent
across the College. More than just a concert,
the evening celebrated the dedication of the
students and teachers behind each
performance, while giving the wider Scots
community an opportunity to experience the
music being created within the school.

e Nyasha C
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House Activities

The highlight of house events in the last few
weeks was definitely the whole-House
multisport. To bring together students from
different year groups, the house leaders
organized relay events.

This included traditional relay races such as
the egg and spoon race, sack race, and
wheelbarrow race, showcasing the energy and
commitment of each house.

In addition to more house unity, the Spirit
stick was on the line at the event. Based on
chants and  positive  encouragement,
Mackenzie came away with the spirit stick at
the end of a hotly contested competition with
plenty of house spirit.

W,

-

Deputy Head of Mackenzie Austin K and Lucy L
celebrating winning the Spirit Stick.

Students’
Quote of the Day

“Optimism is the faith that leads to
achievement. Nothing can be done without
hope and confidence” — Helen Keller

This quote from Helen Keller emphasises the
idea that achievement is not built out of
nothing, and nothing is achieved without
optimism. Achievement is what we build our
society on, and you cannot have achievement
without hope, optimism and confidence. It is
easy to forget about optimism when the
stress of exams and our future corrodes our
thoughts. It is important to remember that
hope and optimism about both our futures
and our studies paired with the will power to
execute this will help us to achieve our
dreams.

Optimism shapes the way our society
functions and progresses; if everyone was
pessimistic, nothing would get done.
Optimism is the fuel for our future.
Especially in times of stress like many face
right now. Optimism is the perfect remedy
for this stress, and one which Helen Keller
here is urging us to use. Optimism turns a
threat into an opportunity. With optimism,
exams stop being a trap and allow you to
show what you know.

When you feel stressed about an upcoming
exam, a sports trial, or even just for the day
ahead, have optimism. Think about the great
opportunities you are given on a day to day
basis, and be grateful that you are granted
one more day to make a difference, not only
for your future, but the future of those
around you and future generations.

¢ Seth Beard




Word Unscramble

Easy: PRTISI
Medium: CRAPULESTA
Hard: SSGETOERNEETH
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