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Term 2 Reflections...And What People
Want From Term 3

With upcoming exams and an increased academic workload, Term 3 looks like it may be a
difficult term. Looking back on Term 2, though, there is a lot to be learned. We asked some
students from the school for their reflections, and what they hope to see this term.

A common theme from our interviews was that Term 2 was when we got into the groove of
things. “As opposed to Term 1,” said Daniel T, “I found the rythm in Term 2 in terms of
academics.” This was a common theme among the Year 12 cohort. The same applied to
extracurriculars. “The immense fundraising for the 40 Hour Challenge and Relay for Life
was impressive,” said Ben C, a Year 13 Service Prefect.

Looking towards Term 3, there’s room to improve. Students and staff agree that school
spirit and unity is something that we could see more of. “Less defaults in House sports
would be good to see,” said Dante M.

As we head into Term 3, keeping up with the academic workload will be crucial. However,
from school uniforms to more collaboration, building on the school spirit will be important
in the upcoming term.

A highlight from Mawson’s whole House performance. “House Music was a great way to finish Term
2 on a positive note,” said Mr. Venter.

By Year 12 students Augustine Hayes, Adam Mackey, and Nyasha Chikobvu
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Looking Back at House Music

They ended up winning the competition.

Glasgow

Following a House Music performance filled
with “confidence and enthusiasm,” Glasgow
is looking forward to a promising Term 3.
Last term, “the energy and house spirit we
built was something to be proud of,” shared
Carina G, this year’s Glasgow House leader.

In practices, she noticed how “participation
and confidence noticeably improved.”
Despite lower participation near the start of
rehearsals, Glasgow is confident heading
into House Haka practices. “Maintaining
the momentum [they’ve] created” will be a
central focus. Carina added that this term, a
focus will be making “every rehearsal
purposeful so that [they] can perform at
[their] best.”

With renewed confidence and unity, the
house is looking forward to “emerging
leaders tak[ing] a more prominent role.”

A photo from Smith’s large group performance.

Smith

House Music last term culminated with
Smith winning first place. After this success,
Smith is excited about what they can do
going forward. Looking back, Aydin, the
Smith house leader, said that “One of my
biggest takeaways was seeing how much can
be achieved when everyone works together.”
There’s still more to win, though. Aydin
continued that “going into the House Haka,
[their] focus will be on maintaining the same
energy, commitment, and teamwork.” In
terms of improvement, he told us that he
would try and plan more in advance, as the
choreography for house music felt rushed.
Overall, Aydin finished, “Smith always has
something special in store and can’t wait to
prove themselves on the big stage once
again.”

Aitken

“I'm very proud with Aitken’s performance at
House music,” said James F, the Aitken
house leader.

Overall, Aitken is happy with their House
music performance (the large group sang DJ
Got Us Fallin’ In Love). Specifically, they
were proud of their unity in costumes. “We
were the best dressed house,” said James.
Looking forward, though, they want to try
and get more people involved, even those
who aren’t generally “singers.”

Beyond House Music, Aitken is working on
increasing their volume. “The best Hakas
tend to be the loudest,” James shared, but
added that Aitken hasn’t brought enough
volume in the last few years. To give Aitken
the best shot at the Haka, James wants to
“make sure everyone is giving their best shot
and getting involved.”
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Short Story - The Invitation

The following story was written and
provided by Ofelia Tozer Rojas, a
Year 8 in the Creative Writing Club:

I should have known. I should have known
that they would invite me; they would corner
me. They would corner mewith this threat,
though most would describe it as blessing. I
don’t want to go. I should not, so soon after
my escape. But I swore an honored vow.

I dress myself in gold, sparkling rhinestones
adorn my face, a nod to my long-forgotten
heritage.

I look powerful.

A scent of moonlit lilies encircles my person,
enticing unwanted suitors, unneeded praise.
People surround me as I step into the venue.
Loud, disturbing music fills the space, and
They dance among us, ghostly apparitions,

I must pray that They do not notice me.

I quickly get swept up in the crowd, joyous
fools who only care about their wine glasses

The Target

A wordy newspaper game that you
can find in the library daily. Try to
make a nine letter word from the
given letters.
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being full and the pleasures of life to be
exploited fully. Luckily, I know how to blend
in. Men come up to me, their faces arrogant
masks of pompous confidence. They ask me
to dance with them, talk, and be swept away.
It is a pleasure to pop their bubble, to watch
them deflate from the shame of being
denied. I remember a time when I would be
charmed, flustered, but now no more.

An ice sculpture appears as I parade around
the room, chatting with old acquaintances
that would sell me out in a heartbeat. The ice
sculpture is enormous, depicting one of the
great heroes. Her features are chiseled,
sharp and precise. She holds an orb, a knife
in another hand, ready, alert. The sculpture
is beautiful, but fleeting in the way a calm in
a storm is.... Oh no, I have lingered too long,
and now a different music starts to play, the
music of rustling cloaks and the rattling
sound I have come to dread. The party is
coming to a close, and They are coming for
me.

End.
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House Activities

The beginning of Term 3 has seen the start of
multiple house activities.

In the Senior School, house volleyball begun.
If you're unfamiliar with the activity, each
house plays two or three rounds, and total
rankings are accumulated over many games.

House volleyball
rankings:

1.Fergusson (2-0)
2.Mawson (2-0)
3.Glasgow (2-1)
4.Smith (1-1)
5.Uttley (1-1)

6. Mackenzie (1-2)
7.Plimmer (0-2)
8. Aitken (0-2)

¢ Point Diifferential is used as a tiebreaker

Students’
Quote of the Day

The following quote was provided by Year
12 Rasmus S:

“You can’t be your best every day, but
you can improve to be a better
version of yourself as much as

possible”
The meaning of this quote is simple and
relatable to most of us: we know from
experience that we won’t perform at our
peak capacity every day. Some days we feel
motivated and focused, while other days
we're tired, distracted, or just not in the
right mindset. That’s normal.
In life, however, always being perfect isn’t
what matters. Rather, taking something
away from our everyday experiences is
what truly enables us to succeed.
The changes we make to improve don’t
have to be big. It can be as simple as
showing kindness, staying curious,
practising discipline, or choosing to try
again after a setback. These small habits
accumulate and gradually shape who we
become.

Student Contributions

If you're interested in contributing to
our paper, please reach out to
Augustine Hayes or Adam Mackey.
There’s no experience needed, you can
cover a variety of topics of your choice,
and it’s a great way to gain writing
experience!




Word Unscramble

Easy: KAAH
Medium: LCTFEER
Hard: TAIOVINITN
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