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Scots Choirs Stand Out at the Blg Sing

The Strathmore Singers performing at the Big Sing

All of the excitement a few weeks ago over the Scots production has reminded us the appeal
and entertainment value of the performing arts. For many, it’s singing that truly provides
emotion and performative value. However, what’s flown under the radar is the recent Big
Sing.

Last week, Scots received its results from the Big Sing (which happened in week 8), a
tremendous and exciting occasion for the Scots music department. The Bing Sing is an
inter-school singing competition in which choirs from around New Zealand compete.
“We’ve been thinking about it [the Big Sing] all year. There’s been a lot of preparation for
the event,” shared Robbie B, a year 12 student in the Kairangi Chorale group. Another
student in the Strathmore Singers, Amrith R, also in Year 12, said that “it was cool to
perform something we’ve been working on for a long time.”

Robbie also added that “it was really enjoyable to be able to perform in a new place in front
of new people.” The Michael Fowler Centre on Cuba St. is often reserved for high-profile
events, so the opportunity to perform there was a unique experience of the higher-level
world of the performing arts.

Unfortunately, the Scots groups didn’t qualify for the next round, but the performance and

atmosphere was amazing nonetheless.
¢ Augustine Hayes

By Year 12 students Augustine Hayes, Adam Mackey, and Nyasha Chikobvu
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House Music Countdown

Plimmer

Having selected Beauty and a Beat as its song, Plimmer believes it has found the
perfect match for this year's 2010s theme. Toby McFarlane, the Plimmer House
Leader, explained that the house has placed a greater emphasis on learning the song
early, allowing more time to refine actions, stage presence, and overall presentation as
the event approaches.

“At the moment, our biggest priorities are volume, togetherness, and confidence,”
Toby said. “We want every member of Plimmer to feel comfortable singing loudly and
performing with energy.” While strong vocals remain essential, the house is also
working hard to perfect the finer details that can elevate a performance from good to
memorable.

When asked what would make Plimmer stand out, Toby pointed to the song’s high-
energy atmosphere and the creativity of the house’s props. He believes both elements
will help create an engaging performance that gets everyone involved and leaves a
lasting impression on the audience.

Toby also believes the house’s culture could be the key to success. “Everyone is willing
to get involved, support each other, and give 100% effort,” he said. Currently sitting in
the top three of the House Competition standings, Plimmer is hoping to use that

momentum to strengthen its position and challenge for even greater success.
* Nyasha Chikobvu

Plimmer’s 2025 House Music performance
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Short Story - The Invisible Playground

The following story is from an
anonymous Year 12 from the
Creative Writing Club, who has
agreed to share a short story with
us:

I sat down on the shaded steps,
alone. Today was a bad day. One
that will take forever to end. The
monkey bars were taken, and Mikey
wasn’'t here. I asked Ms Davidson
where he was, and she said he’s sick.
My lunchbox clicked open, and I
was happy to find that Mom had cut
my sandwich the right way. Two big
triangles. Not four little ones, not
two halves, not four quarters. Two
big triangles.

Once I finished licking the jam off
the corners of my mouth, I reached
back inside my lunchbox and took
out Bertha the Troll in my left hand
(a formidable competitor and
Mikey’s favourite), and The Killing
Machine in my right (A cold,
calculating robot with nerves of

steel).
Three, two, one, fight! Bertha
charges towards The Killing

machine, slobber flying from her
grotesque lips. . But ohhhh, what a
move from The Killing Machine! He
bent over in a limbo, arms

windmills, like that one guy with the
long coat and glasses from the
movies (it was PG13, so my dad told
me I couldn’t mention it in front of
my mom). Bertha grasped at air as
The Killing Machine slipped below
her flabby arms. Bertha was
confused. Where did he go? Before
she had time to contemplate, The
Killing Machine clobbered her from
behind, leaving her dazed and
drooling on the ground.

The Killing Machine wins! He has
continued his lengthy undefeated
run ever since he became my
favourite action figure. The Killing
Machine paraded up and down the
steps in victory before taking a
triumphant rest in the darkness of
my lunchbox. The shady steps were
now embalmed in warm light, and
the lunchbox was warm to the
touch. As I closed it, the bell rang.
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House Activities

In the last few weeks, a new house activity
has emerged, cramming the Shelly with a
crowd of students and teachers. House Slam
Poetry gives ten minutes to students to
prepare a slam poem from scratch about one
of a few given themes.

After two rounds (and some complaints of
judge bias), Aitken ended up finishing first,
with Plimmer coming in second.

We also had House Badminton, which
brought a lot of “friendly competition,”
according to Yuran, a Year 12 participant.

Badminton Top 4:

1.Plimmer
2. Aitken

3. Uttley
4.Fergusson

Students’
Quote of the Day

“One day or day one” - Hayat (Year 12)

This quote, originally from “the Rock,” is
simple, but carries a deep meaning. It forces
you to confront the gap between what you
say you want and what you’re actually
willing to start.

We all love the comfort of “one day.” It feels
safe because it doesn’t demand anything
from you right now. It lets you hold onto the
fantasy of improvement without facing the
discomfort of beginning.

But the truth is harsh and simple: “One day”
is just a disguised form of procrastination.
“Day one,” on the other hand, is a decision.
It’s the moment you stop waiting for the
perfect timing or the right mood. It’s when
you accept that progress starts with action.
Choosing “day one” means choosing
movement over excuses. It means accepting
that the first step might be small, but it still
counts. It means understanding that every
big transformation begins with a single
choice to start.

Student Contributions

If you're reading this newspaper and have any ideas on
what we could add to make it better, we would love to
hear your ideas! The primary purpose of this
newspaper is to highlight student achievement and
involvement at Scots, so if you have anything that you
think could be added, please reach out to us (names on

page 1)




Word Unscramble

Easy: HIOCR
Medium: LTUUACLR
Hard: MEPCTNITOOI

uoniedwo) :pieH
[BIN}N ‘WNIPIA

- Adam Ioy) :Aseyq
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