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Child Protection 

Our Child Protection policy, along with supporting policies and procedures, applies to any student at 

Scots College who is defined as a ► child under the Children's Act 2014 (Part 1, s. 5). Where this 

policy refers to "students" to maintain consistency with other school documentation, child 

protection requirements apply, with the exception of those outside the Children's Act definition. 

Child protection framework 

As required by the Children's Act 2014 (s. 14), we have adopted this Child Protection policy as 

our framework for student safety at Scots College. This policy contains provisions for 

identifying and reporting child abuse and neglect, with further detail provided in Abuse 

Recognition and Reporting. 

Guidance provided by Scots College for the safety and wellbeing of students aligns with the 

principles of partnership/ma hi tahi, protection/kaitiakitanga, and participation/whai wahi; and 

the rights and responsibilities of all members of our school community as outlined by te Tiriti o 

Waitangi. We recognise the importance of involving family/whanau in decision-making, and we 

involve students in decision-making about themselves in age-appropriate ways. 

Our child protection policy, along with supporting documentation, ensures we maintain 

student welfare as our primary concern, and keep the student at the centre of decision­

making. We aim to safeguard our students from abuse and neglect by encouraging concerns to 

be recognised and shared, and having systems to respond when concerns are raised. 

See Student Wellbeing and Safety for a list of policies and procedures supporting child 

protection at Scots College. 

Supporting student safety and responding to concerns 

We support the wellbeing/hauora of our students by establishing positive learning 

environments, and promoting respectful relationships between students and staff. We have a 

designated child protection person, who is the primary point of contact for concerns about 

students, including concerns about abuse or neglect. At Scots College, this person is the child 

protection coordinator and/or deputy child protection coordinator. In situations of concern, we 

aim to work together and intervene early to support student safety and wellbeing. 

We foster a safe atmosphere for our students to speak up if they feel that something is wrong 

or that they are being mistreated. We may use programmes to help students identify healthy 

and unhealthy relationships. 

We also have a child protection team who may consult with the child protection coordinator 

and/or deputy child protection coordinator, the headmaster, appropriate principals, and the 

board. 

• For further information about our whole-school approach to wellbeing, see Supporting

Student Wellbeing.

• If a wellbeing concern is raised, or staff think that a student may require extra support,

we follow procedures for Responding to Student Wellbeing Concerns.
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