13 TO 20 MARCH T W ENT Y T W EN T Y ON E
www.sto ryfest.com . au

WELCOME

index

From the
CEO

3
Welcome
4
Meet the Authors

Ms Andrea Lewis
CEO/Festival Director

11
Festival Information

Festival Highlights

12
Programme - Authors’ Sessions
Wednesday 17 to Friday 19 March

AUTHOR SESSIONS
Wednesday 17 to Friday 19 March 2021

15
Festival Map
16
Extended Programme and
Additional Session Information
17
Student Workshops
18
Art Exhibit

WORKSHOPS AND PANELS
Interactive writing workshops and panel discussions for
children and adults
SPECIAL EVENTS
Prologue Party, Champagne Brunch, Literary Lunch and
the Long Table Dinner
EXTENDED PROGRAMME
Free community events throughout the Gold Coast
AUTHOR BOOK SIGNINGS
In the Festival Bookshop

19
Parents’ and Friends’
Prologue Party
20
Literary Lunch with Jess Hill
supported by Harald Puhalla
(General Surgeon)
21
Literary Long Table Dinner with
Fiona McIntosh
22
Adult Sessions
23
HOTA Reads
24
Competitions
25
Educational Tourism Package
26
Corporate Events
28
One Loud Voice | SecondAustralian
Children’s Laureate Summit

2

31
Sponsors and Supporters

|

storyfest.com.au

Storytelling is as old as human civilisation. It is how we share knowledge and
exchange meaning which helps us to understand ourselves and our world.
Most importantly, stories connect us. They are the very fabric of a cultural
community.
As the Gold Coast expands its identity to the world, we are helping people
realise we are so much more than simple sun, sand and surf. Today we are an
events city and a cultural tourism destination. As such, Somerset Storyfest is
a very valuable initiative and I congratulate all involved for the terrific growth
in the scope and reach of this powerful event since it launched in 1994.
As our youngest generations face the difficult challenges of coping with an
increasingly complex world, it is essential we encourage their love of and
capability with words. Contemporary trends like reality TV and fake news
make it more important than ever that they have the tools to discern truth
and define their own values.
I also admire the innovation that is a hallmark of Somerset Storyfest these
days. The Beach Library Activation is a terrific way to reach both adults and
youngsters while reminding us that what is happening
around us is part of the story of our own life.
There is something for everyone in Storyfest 2021 and
its beauty is that it blends both enjoyment and learning.
We can proudly see that it is now part of the Gold
Coast way of life. I wish it every success.
Tom Tate
Mayor

At the time of writing this message, we’ve just commenced border closures to
Greater Sydney! What’s in store for 2021, who knows! What I do know and can
confirm with you, is that here at the coalface the Storyfest team continue to strive
to achieve our goals of engaging with young people through literacy programmes.
Whilst our 2020 festival was cancelled at the eleventh hour, we recovered, adjusted
and rose to the challenge. We’ve hosted over 82 activations and connected with
25,000 members of our community. We ventured into new territory through our
collaboration with HOTA (Home of the Arts) and hosted two literary events (Book
Trivia and Write in the Moment)! As we plan for 2021, we have a slightly reduced
programme due to a tighter budget, but our resolve and commitment to delivering
our 2021 festival is steadfast.

OUR BOARD
Chairperson Louise Davidson
Members Airlie Maclachlan, Craig
Bassingthwaighte, Terry Herbert,
Michael Arnold and Caroline Graham
Chief Financial Officer Kylie Sherrington
OUR STAFF
CEO/ Festival Director Andrea Lewis
Artistic Director Dr Michael Brohier
Marketing Co-ordinator Tayla Haynes
Event Co-ordinator Anna De Luca
Community Engagement Cecile Knight
Festival Administrator Gabriella Lennon
Producer Sue Horkings, Steve Sullivan
Theming Rebecca Pridham
Bookings Intern Casey Wade
Publicist Hashtag Group

As always, we are extremely grateful for the continued support of our presenting
partner Somerset College along with the City of Gold Coast, fellow local
organisations and many of Australia’s leading publishing houses who join with us in
making a difference in the literature world.
I take this opportunity to acknowledge and thank the Storyfest Board for their
continued support and dedication.
Visit the website to keep up to date with our an annual calendar of events and I
invite the Gold Coast community to join with us and share the love of literacy, take
time to enjoy the many events that will happen not only at the three day writers’
festival but throughout the year.

From the
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
Dr Michael Brohier
Artistic Director

The 2021 Storyfest programme has something for everyone. An authentic literary
event should delight, educate, inspire and, on occasion, confront and leave its
audiences re-evaluating societal norms and conventions. Storyfest 2021, does
just that. In the year following the overwhelming sadness and tumult of 2020,
this literary festival of ideas and creativity is more important than ever, even as we
aim to inspire and create hope; antidotes to the past year. The breadth of writers,
dramatists, illustrators and creative artists, is bound to delight and educate young
readers (and adults) and inspire them to read fiction, venture into writing in all its
forms, and in the process improve their life literacy.
The ABC’s dynamic and thought-provoking Matt Beard and Carl Smith will throw
ethical conundrums to young people to problem solve, through their “Short and
Curly” shows; something not to be missed. Writing workshops, Master Classes in
writing and dynamic and topical drama, round off this festival of words and ideas.
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We are COVID Safe
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We are striving to become a
sustainable event; we encourage
you to bring your own coffee
cups and refill water bottles.

STAY IN TOUCH
Share your experiences with us...
WEBSITE
storyfest.com.au
FACEBOOK
facebook.com/
somersetstoryfest
INSTAGRAM
instagram.com/
somersetstoryfest

The festival also caters to adults through writing workshops, external “InConversation” sessions, the Literary Lunch with Walkley Award winner, Jess Hill and
the Literary Dinner with acclaimed author of adult fantasy and historical adventureromances, Fiona McIntosh. Fiona’s most recent novel, The Champagne War
(October 2020) and her newest (long anticipated) crime fiction novel, Mirror Man,
(June 2021) represent the latest and the future, in a long line of literary successes.

TWITTER
twitter.com/
somstoryfest

I feel immensely privileged to be part of Storyfest and encourage the Gold Coast
community to find the time to visit and be delighted by what is on offer at the
Coast’s most respected and inclusive literary event.

HASHTAGS
#storyfestgc
#ourgoldcoast
#wearegoldcoast

storyfest.com.au
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MEET THE AUTHORS
Meet the
AUTHORS
Evelyn

ARALUEN

Tim

COPE

Andrew
DADDO

Session 123 Wednesday 17 at 10.15am
Session 142 Wednesday 17 at 12.45pm
Session 233 Thursday 18 at 11.15am
Session 252 Thursday 18 at 1.45pm
Optimists Live Longer Thursday 18 at
5.00pm
Session 312 Friday 19 at 9.15am
Session 331 Friday 19 at 11.15am

Session 115 Wednesday 17 at 9.15am
Session 145 Wednesday 17 at 12.45pm
Session 244 Thursday 18 at 12.45pm
Session 334 Friday 19 at 11.15am

Session 221 Thursday 18 at 10.15am
Session 255 Thursday 18 at 1.45pm
Optimists Live Longer Thursday 18
at 5.00pm
Session 332 Friday 19 at 11.15am

Session 134 Wednesday 17 at 11.15am
Session 153 Wednesday 17 at 1.45pm
Session 222 Thursday 18 at 10.15am
Workshop Friday 19 at 9.30am
Session 352 Friday 19 at 1.45pm

Evelyn Araluen is a poet, researcher, co-editor of Overland
literary journal and the author of Dropbear. Her widely
published criticism, fiction and poetry have been awarded
the Nakata Brophy Prize for Young Indigenous Writers, the
Judith Wright Poetry Prize, a Wheeler Centre Next Chapter
Fellowship, and a Neilma Sidney Literary Travel Fund grant.
Born and raised on Dharug Country, she is a descendant of
the Bundjalung Nation.

Dr Matt Beard is a husband, dad, pop culture nerd, moral
philosopher and ethicist. Matt is a Fellow at the Ethics
Centre and the resident philosopher for the kids ethics
podcast Short & Curly. He appears regularly in print,
radio and TV discussing ethical issues from vampires to
anti-vaccination. Matt believes everyone is already a
philosopher who, given the right circumstances and skills,
can live a wise, enriched and ethical life.

Tim Cope, National Geographic Adventure Honouree
2007 and Australian Adventurer of the Year 2006, lives in
Victoria. He has pursued a life of adventure, writing and
film. He speaks fluent Russian, and has spent years travelling
through Russia, Mongolia, and Central Asia by bicycle, row
boat, skis, horse, camel and many other means. He loves
getting to know people in their home environments by
travelling in traditional and local ways. Through lectures,
films and articles, Tim shares his experiences and personal
discoveries with schools, organisations and community
groups. His latest book Tim & Tigon was published by Pan
Macmillan Australia in 2019.

Andrew Daddo has managed to have a crack at just
about every aspect of the entertainment industry. He’s
appeared on TV and stage, presented radio programs and
podcasts, and even made movies. Best of all, Andrew is an
accomplished author. He has written 25 books including
picture books, chapter books, short story collections, novels
and a vague biography – he’s hard to pin down. He also
talks up literacy in schools.
Andrew’s latest books include Atticus Van Tasticus, Atticus
Van Tasticus 2: The Map of Half Maps and Just Breathe.

www.timcopejourneys.com

www.andrewdaddo.com

Adrian
BECK
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Matt

BEARD

Isobelle

CARMODY

Ursula

DUBOSARSKY

Sam FOSTER &
Hayden JONES

Session 112 Wednesday 17 at 9.15am
Session 141 Wednesday 17 at 12.45pm
Workshop Thursday 18 at 9.30am
Session 242 Thursday 18 at 12.45pm
Session 342 Friday 19 at 12.45pm

Session 125 Wednesday 17 at 10.15am
Session 223 Thursday 18 at 10.15am
Session 253 Thursday 18 at 1.45pm
Session 335 Friday 19 at 11.15am

Session 111 Wednesday 17 at 9.15am
Session 133 Wednesday 17 at 11.15am
Session 231 Thursday 18 at 11.15am
Session 321 Friday 19 at 10.15am

Session 214 Thursday 18 at 9.15am
Session 224 Thursday 18 continuance
Workshop Thursday 18 at 12.45pm
Session 315 Friday 19 at 9.15am
Session 325 Friday 19 continuance

Adrian Beck writes funny, action-packed stories for kids.
Adrian produced the TV show, Kids’ WB, and has also
worked on the Logie Awards, Carols by Candlelight, Prank
Patrol and Who Wants to Be a Millionaire. Adrian is the
author of the Champion Charlies series and Stuff Happens:
Dale, plus he co-wrote the Kick it to Nick series with AFL
legend Shane Crawford. Adrian is the co-editor of Total
Quack Up, along with Sally Rippin. His latest series is Derek
Dool Supercool, published March 2020.

Isobelle is a well known Australian author who has written
many novels and short stories for children and adults and
has a host of award winning novels to her credit among
which The Gathering won the Children’s Literature Peace
Prize and the CBCA Book of the Year Award, Little Fur, the
first book in the Legend of Little Fur series, that Isobelle also
illustrated and Green Monkey Dreams a collection of short
stories. Many of her works have been published overseas.
Isobelle recently completed her PhD at the University of
Queensland.

Ursula Dubosarsky was born and lives in Sydney. She
wanted to be a writer from the age of six and is now the
author of over 60 books for children of all ages. She has
won the NSW, Victorian, Queensland and South Australian
Premier’s awards for literature, the CBC Book of the Year
award, and has been nominated internationally for the Hans
Andersen and Astrid Lindgren awards. She was appointed
the Australian Children’s Laureate for 2020-2021 at a
ceremony at the National Library of Australia. Her latest
books are “Pierre’s Not There” and “The March of the
Ants.”

Shock Therapy Productions is a Gold Coast born arts
company founded in January 2015 by Sam Foster and
Hayden Jones. Shock Therapy Productions has established
itself as a leading company in the delivery of high quality,
relevant, multidisciplinary performance, and a leader in the
Arts and Culture sector in Queensland. Company founders
Sam Foster and Hayden Jones have a wealth of industry
experience, artistic vision and enthusiasm that drives the
ethos of the company. Shock Therapy Production’s vision is
to create Transformative Arts Experiences, through
storytelling that explores what it is to be human provocative, challenging, uplifting and impactful.

www.adrianbeck.com.au

www.isobellecarmody.net

www.ursuladubosarsky.squarespace.com

www.shocktherapyproductions.com.au

|
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MEET THE AUTHORS
Meet the
AUTHORS
Susanne
GERVAY

Session 114 Wednesday 17 at 9.15am
Session 143 Wednesday 17 at 12.45pm
Workshop Thursday 18 at 9.30am
Session 254 Thursday 18 at 1.45pm
Session 323 Friday 19 at 10.15am

Awarded the Lifetime Social Justice Literature Award by
the International Literacy Association, Order of Australia,
nominated for the Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award, you’ll
find Susanne in Istanbul speaking to thousands of young
people about NO bullying; advocating for UN Vision2020,
working with Vision Australia with The Boy in the Big Blue
Glasses; in remote Indigenous schools bringing literacy to
children. Susanne Gervay’s loved books include her anti
bullying I Am Jack books; YA books Butterflies (disability),
Shadows of Olive Trees (feminism); Elephants Have Wings
(Harmony Day) and Heroes of the Secret Underground
empowering youth to become advocates of justice.

Caroline

GRAHAM

Steven
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J. JOHNSON

Stephen Michael
KING

Session 123 Wednesday 17 at 10.15am
Session 211 Thursday 18 at 9.15am
Session 233 Thursday 18 at 11.15am
Session 311 Friday 19 at 9.15am
Session 331 Friday 19 at 11.15am

Optimists Live Longer Thursday 18
at 5.00pm
Workshop Friday 19 at 9.30am
Session 354 Friday 19 at 1.45pm

Workshop Wednesday 17 at 9.30am
Session 151 Wednesday 17 at 1.45pm
Session 213 Thursday 18 at 9.15am
Session 243 Thursday 18 at 12.45pm
Session 351 Friday 19 at 1.45pm

Caroline Graham is a Walkley Award-winning journalist who
teaches creative writing and journalism at Bond University.
She is the co-author of Writing Feature Stories: How to
research and writer articles - from listicles to longform and
the co-writer/co-producer of the true crime podcast series
Lost in Larrimah.

Nicholas J. Johnson (aka Tricky Nick) is one of Australia’s
leading entertainers for kids and adults alike. The
Melbourne-based magician, also known as “The
Honest Con Man”, has performed his unique brand
of bamboozlement at countless schools, libraries and
organisations. Nick is the author of two books for adults:
Chasing the Ace (which was nominated for a Ned Kelly
Award for Best First Fiction) and Fast and Loose. Tricky Nick,
his first book for children, was described by 10-year-old
reviewer Hendrix as “one of my favourite reads of the year. I
bet it will become a bestseller.”

Stephen Michael King is an internationally renowned,
award-winning author and illustrator whose career has
spanned over thirty years, producing more than one
hundred titles. Books that Stephen Michael King has written
and illustrated include: Three; Mutt Dog!; Leaf; and Milli,
Jack and the Dancing Cat.

www.funnybones.com.au

www.stephenmichaelking.com

www.sgervay.com

HERRICK

Nicholas

Jess
HILL

Will

KOSTAKIS

His books have been translated into over twenty languages,
and he is frequently honoured in children’s book award
categories – including winning the CBCA Book of the year,
and the Prime Minister’s Literary Award.

Remy
LAI

Session 135 Wednesday 17 at 11.15am
Session 212 Thursday 18 at 9.15am
Session 313 Friday 19 at 9.15am
Session 353 Friday 19 at 1.45pm

Session 155 Wednesday 17 at 1.45pm
Session 225 Thursday 18 at 10.15am
Literary Lunch Thursday 18 at 12.30pm
Optimists Live Longer Thursday 18 at
5.00pm

Session 124 Wednesday 17 at 10.15am
Session 154 Wednesday 17 at 1.45pm
Session 235 Thursday 18 at 11.15am
Session 333 Friday 19 at 11.15am

Session 132 Wednesday 17 at 11.15am
Session 233 Thursday 18 at 11.15am
Session 251 Thursday 18 at 1.45pm
Session 322 Friday 19 at 10.15am

Steven Herrick is the author of twenty-five books for
children and young adults. His books have twice won the
New South Wales Premier’s Literary Awards and have been
shortlisted for the CBCA Book of the Year Awards on nine
occasions. He is widely recognised as a pioneer of the
verse-novel genre for young adults. He is also the author
of eight travel books. He spends nine months of the year
visiting schools in Australia and three months on his bicycle,
travelling around, pedalling slowly and thinking about his
next book. His latest book is Zoe, Max and the Bicycle Bus.

Jess Hill is an investigative journalist who has been writing
about domestic violence since 2014. Prior to this, she was
a producer for ABC Radio, a Middle East correspondent
for The Global Mail, and an investigative journalist for
Background Briefing. She was listed in Foreign Policy’s
top 100 women to follow on Twitter, and her reporting
on domestic violence has won two Walkley awards, an
Amnesty International award and three Our Watch awards.

Personally, Will Kostakis is ready to catch a ball two
seconds after its hit him in the face. Professionally, he’s
thankful he’s chosen a career that requires little (if any)
coordination. After dabbling in celebrity journalism and
reality TV, he now writes for young adults.

Remy Lai studied fine arts, with a major in painting and
drawing. She was born in Indonesia, grew up in Singapore,
and currently lives in Brisbane, Australia where she writes
and draws stories for kids, with her two dogs by her side. Pie
in the Sky is her debut middle-grade novel.

www.stevenherrick.com.au

www.jesshill.net

www.willkostakis.com

|
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His first novel, Loathing Lola, was released when he was
just nineteen, and his second, The First Third, won the 2014
Gold Inky Award. It was also shortlisted for the Children’s
Book Council of Australia Book of the Year and Prime
Minister’s Literary awards.
www.remylai.com

storyfest.com.au
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MEET THE AUTHORS
Meet the
AUTHORS
Melina

MARCHETTA
Session 245 Thursday 18 at 12.45pm
Session 324 Friday 19 at 10.15am
Session 344 Friday 19 at 12.45pm

MCINTOSH
Celebrity Champagne Brunch Friday
19 at 9.30am
Literary Long Table Dinner Friday 19
at 6.00pm

Melina Marchetta is a bestselling author in more than twenty
countries and eighteen languages. She has published awardwinning young adult, fantasy and crime fiction, including her
acclaimed crime novel, Tell the Truth, Shame the Devil. Her
much-loved Australian classic, Looking for Alibrandi, swept
the pool of literary awards when it was published and was also
released as a film, adapted by Marchetta, winning an AFI Award
and an Independent Film Award for best screenplay, as well as
the New South Wales Premier’s Literary Award and the Film
Critics Circle of Australia Award. Marchetta’s award-winning
Saving Francesca and companion novel The Piper’s Son also
received much acclaim in Australia and internationally.

Fiona McIntosh is the author of 36 books. She is getting
ready to release the third in the Jack Hawksworth crime series.
Fiona hit the world stage through her popular fantasy novels
but is now known for her meticulously researched historical
adventures rich with romantic settings, eras and storylines. Fiona
likes to armchair her readers all over the world and enrich their
knowledge about particular topics from chocolate to diamonds,
perfume to champagne. She is one of Australia’s best-loved
storytellers, hosts one of the country’s most successful writing
masterclasses and lives on a farm with her husband, surrounded
by pets.

www.melinamarchetta.com.au

www.fionamcintosh.com

Georgia

NORTON LODGE
Session 121 Wednesday 17 at 10.15am
Session 234 Thursday 18 at 11.15am
Workshop Thursday 18 at 12.45pm
Session 341 Friday 19 at 12.45pm

By day, Georgia Lodge leads her branding team at a
Sydney-based design agency. By night, she moonlights as
an illustrator with her side project Georgia Draws a House,
where she delights people with deliveries of their hand-drawn
homes. She’s also Zoe’s younger sister. The Elizabella series is
their second book project together.

www.georigadrawsahouse.com

8

Fiona
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Zoe

NORTON LODGE
Session 121 Wednesday 17 at 10.15am
Session 152 Wednesday 17 at 1.45pm
Session 232 Thursday 18 at 11.15am
Session 341 Friday 19 at 12.45pm

Zoe Norton Lodge is the author of The Elizabella Series about
a hilarious 10 year old from Bilby Creek who is always getting
in knots and composing Sorry Poems when she’s accidentally
upset someone. Zoe is also a broadcaster known for ABC
TV’s consumer affairs show The Checkout & more recently
as co-writer & co-star of Reputation Rehab - a forensic
and empathic look at outrage culture. The Elizabella series
features titles: Elizabella Meets Her Match, Elizabella and The
Great Tuckshop Takeover, Elizabella and the Haunting of Lizard
Lake & Elizabella Breaks a Leg. The series was created with
illustrator-extraordinaire/sister Georgia Norton Lodge.

Kyla

SLAVEN
Session 221 Thursday 18 at 10.15am
Workshop Thursday 18 at 12.45pm
Session 332 Friday 19 at 11.15am

Kyla Slaven is the producer of the kids ethics podcast, Short
& Curly. Kyla has been making radio and podcasts for a long
time – working in community radio, as a reporter at Triple
J and heading up the then-new current affairs show, Hack.
She also worked on the philosophy podcast (for grown ups)
The Philosopher’s Zone, where a chance encounter with a
bunch of school kids gave her the idea for Short & Curly.
She is also the co-author of the book, The Short and Curly
Guide to Life.

Bruce

WHATLEY
Session 113 Wednesday 17 at 9.15am
Session 131 Wednesday 17 at 11.15am
Session 233 Thursday 18 at 11.15am
Session 241 Thursday 18 at 12.45pm
Workshop Friday 19 at 9.30am

Carl

SMITH
Session 221 Thursday 18 at 10.15am
Workshop Thursday 18 at 12.45pm
Session 332 Friday 19 at 11.15am

Carl is a Walkley Award-winning science journalist and kids’
presenter at the ABC, working for RN and ABC Science.
He makes radio documentaries for RN’s science programs
and co-presents the kids’ podcasts Short & Curly and Pickle.
Before joining the ABC, Carl worked as a scientist and ran his
university’s radio station.
Carl has won multiple awards for his work, including a Young
Walkley Award in 2017, ‘Young Journalist of the Year 2015’
from the SA Press Club, ‘Best New Australian Journalist 2014’
from the Lizzies Tech Journalism Awards, and two Clarion
Awards.

Lili

WILKINSON
Session 122 Wednesday 17 at 10.15am
Session 144 Wednesday 17 at 12.45pm
Session 215 Thursday 18 at 9.15am
Session 314 Friday 19 at 9.15am
Session 343 Friday 19 at 12.45pm

Bruce jumped into the unknown world of picture books
after a career in advertising as an Illustrator and art director
working in London then Sydney. Since 1992 Bruce has
written and/or illustrated over 80 children’s picture
books. Though based in Australia his work is published
internationally and in 2014 was included in the Bologna
Children’s Book Fair Exhibition.
His award-winning titles include The Ugliest Dog in the
World, Looking for Crabs, Detective Donut and the Wild
Goose Chase, Diary of a Wombat, The Little Refugee, Flood,
Fire, And the Band Played Waltz-ing Matilda and Cyclone.

Lili Wilkinson is the author of sixteen books, including Green
Valentine, The Boundless Sublime and After the Lights Go
Out. She established insideadog.com.au and the Inky Awards
at the Centre for Youth Literature, State Library of Victoria.
Lili has a PhD in Creative Writing from the University of
Melbourne, and now spends most of her time reading and
writing books for teenagers. Her latest books are The Erasure
Initiative and How To Make A Pet Monster: Hodgepodge.

www.brucewhately.com

www.liliwilkinson.com

storyfest.com.au

|

9

We are
COVID SAFE
WHEN ATTENDING OUR EVENTS
All events throughout Storyfest Writers’ Festival are ticketed and any indoor venue with a capacity
greater than 50 has allocated seating. All patrons are required to sign in upon arrival at Festival site.
Storyfest is delivered under a COVID Safe plan. Our COVID Safe plan will be updated to align with
the changing situation and will be made available on our website or upon request.
SCHOOL GROUPS
Each supervising teacher will be required to check in upon arrival – they will indicate how many
individuals in their group. It is then a requirement of the visiting school to maintain the COVID contact
tracing details for each individual within their group, and make such details available to the Public
Health authorities, upon request. Such COVID contact tracing details must be retained for 56 days.
ENTRY/ EXIT TO VENUES
During Storyfest, upon arrival at individual venues, please ensure you maintain social distancing and all
patrons are encouraged to wear masks for entry/exit purposes.

STAY HOME IF YOU ARE
UNWELL

DOWNLOAD THE COVID
SAFE APP

MAINTAIN SOCIAL
DISTANCING

Not feeling well? Stay home
if you are unwell or have a
cough, fever, sore throat,
fatigue or shortness of breath.
We are happy to provide a
refund in these circumstances.

Download and run the Federal
Government’s official COVID
Safe app.

Keep 1.5m between yourself
and others. You may attend
events in your social or
household group. Keep
distance between yourself and
other attendees.

WE ARE
10 |
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FESTIVAL
INFORMA
Festival
INFORMATION

WASH YOUR HANDS
REGULARLY
Practice good hand hygiene.
Wash your hands frequently
and use hand sanitiser where
provided.

BOOKING INFORMATION
Tickets are $8.00 (GST inclusive) per
person per session. For adult sessions,
workshops and catered functions, please
refer to individual event information.
Tickets will be emailed to you or may
also be collected from the Somerset
College Events Office between 8.00am
and 4.00pm Monday to Friday.
Bookings can only be processed on
receipt of full payment. Bookings can
only be accepted online, or in person at
the Events Office. There are no refunds
or exchanges once bookings are
processed. Your tickets and confirmation
of your booking will be emailed to your
designated email address.
PURCHASING YOUR TICKETS
Tickets will be on sale from Monday
8 February 2021. You may book online
anytime. Many sessions have limited
numbers, so please book early to avoid
disappointment. Please note there is
allocated seating and you must present
your ticket to gain entry.
NOTE ABOUT VENUES
Venues for the author sessions will
be allocated closer to the Festival.
The capacities of the venues vary, so
final venue allocation is determined
according to the number of tickets
purchased for each session. Please
check the website prior to your visit
to find the location of your sessions.
PHOTOGRAPHY AND
VIDEOGRAPHY PERMISSIONS
Somerset Storyfest will have a
photographer and videographer onsite to record events throughout the
Festival. These photos are for archival
and marketing purposes and purchase
of a ticket implies permission to use the
photos taken for these purposes.
FESTIVAL BOOKSHOP
The Festival Bookshop stocks an
extensive range of books by all the

authors and illustrators attending
Somerset Storyfest and is open between
8.00am and 4.00pm. It will also open
during The Prologue Party. At the end
of each of their sessions, authors are
available for book signings!

FOOD AND DRINK
The Hardback Café operates throughout
the Festival. Look out for Dippin’ Dots
ice creams, Dutch Poffertjes, snow cones
and other treats.
HOW TO GET HERE
The Festival is located on campus at
Somerset College, Somerset Drive,
Mudgeeraba, Gold Coast.

Car
Take Exit 82 off the Pacific Motorway
(M1), head west along Somerset Drive.
Somerset College is located on the left.
There is limited parking off Somerset
Drive, Clover Hill Drive and Sara
Carrigan Court (accessed by turning
right off Clover Hill Drive).
Public Transport
The nearest Queensland Rail station is
Robina. From here, Somerset College is
approximately five minutes by car/taxi.
Public buses are available from various
locations around the Gold Coast. For
further details, visit the TransLink website
www.translink.com.au
School Bus Transport
Koala Koaches has a special rate
for Gold Coast schools travelling to
Storyfest.
Metro Bus (no seat belts) $4.60 plus
GST per person with a minimum of 30
passengers
Coach (with seat belts) $6.60 plus
GST per person with a minimum of 30
passengers
Schools travelling to the Gold Coast by
train are also eligible for a special rate
on a shuttle service between Robina
Train Station and Somerset College.
Please contact Koala Koaches to make
your necessary travel arrangements by
phoning - 07 5535 2711.

SUPERVISION POLICY
Any child 14 years or younger must be
accompanied by a supervising parent/
guardian or teacher while on campus at
all times during Somerset Storyfest.
SCHOOL BOOKINGS AND
RESERVATION POLICY
One complimentary ticket is provided
to teachers with each group of up to 10
children (additional teachers are required
to purchase extra tickets). Tickets may
be reserved for up to 14 days without
payment. All payments must be finalised
at least seven days prior to the Festival.
If payment is not received for your
reservation, this will result in automatic
cancellation of your booking and tickets
will be released.
BAGS
There is no cloakroom facility at
Somerset Storyfest. We encourage
students to bring a small carry bag, as
some venues have limited access for
school bags. We advise students to
leave valuables at home. All lost
property can be collected from the
Somerset College Events Office.
HAVE QUESTIONS?
Phone: 07 5559 7382
Email: bookings@storyfest.com.au

storyfest.com.au
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PROGRAMME
Day 1

Day 2

WEDNESDAY 17 MARCH

9.15am to 10.00am
EVENT

GRADES

SESSION

EVENT

111
112
113
114
115

Ursula Dubosarsky
Adrian Beck
Bruce Whatley
Susanne Gervay
Evelyn Araluen

2 to 4
3 to 6
4 to 7
7 to 10
10 to 12

141
142
143
144
145

Adrian Beck
Andrew Daddo
Susanne Gervay
Lili Wilkinson
Evelyn Araluen

WORKSHOPS FOR STUDENTS
W11 - Nicholas J. Johnson - RULE BREAKING IN
FICTION (For students aged 12+) $20
See page 17 for full details

Zoe and Georgia Norton Lodge
Lili Wilkinson
Andrew Daddo and Stephen
Michael King
Will Kostakis
Isobelle Carmody

124
125

GRADES

1 to 3
3 to 6
4 to 7
7 to 9
10 to 12

SESSION

EVENT

GRADES

151
152
153
154
155

Nicholas J. Johnson
Zoe Norton Lodge
Tim Cope
Will Kostakis
Jess Hill

3 to 6
4 to 7
4 to 7
8 to 12
10 to 12

SESSION

EVENT

211
212
213
214

Stephen Michael King
Steven Herrick
Nicholas J. Johnson
Shock Therapy | The Apology
(1hr 15min)
Lili Wilkinson

215

SESSION

EVENT

131
132
133

Bruce Whatley
Pre-Prep to 2
Remy Lai
3 to 6
Australian Children’s Laureate Panel
4 to 7
with Ursula Dubosarsky
Tim Cope
6 to 8
Steven Herrick
9 to 11

GRADES

12.30pm

GRADES

2 to 4
3 to 6
4 to 7
7 to 9

8 to 10

9.30am to 11.00am

WORKSHOPS FOR STUDENTS
W21 - Susanne Gervay - WRITING STORIES THAT
MATTER (For students aged 12+) $20
See page 17 for full details
W22 - Adrian Beck - BREAKING THROUGH WRITERS’
BLOCK!
(For students aged 9+) $20
See page 17 for full details

Come along to the highlight of literary events on the Gold
Coast. A fun-filled evening for all the family to celebrate
reading and writing! The Prologue Party is a great
opportunity to meet some of Australia’s best authors and
illustrators.

10.15am to 11.00am
SESSION

EVENT

221

Guide to Life - Short and Curly (Carl
Smith, Kyla Slaven and Matt Beard)
See page 16 for full details
Tim Cope
Isobelle Carmody
Continuance | Shock Therapy
Jess Hill

GRADES

3 to 6
4 to 7
9 to 11
10 to 12

11.15am to 12noon
SESSION

EVENT

231
232
233

Ursula Dubosarsky
Zoe Norton Lodge
Illustrator Battle - Bruce Whatley,
Remy Lai, Stephen Michael King and
Somerset Battle Winner
Host Andrew Daddo
See page 16 for full details
Georgia Norton Lodge
Will Kostakis

234
235

LITERARY LUNCH

Jess Hill is an investigative journalist who has been
commenting on domestic violence since 2014. Her new book
See What You Made Me Do combines “exhaustive research
with riveting storytelling”.
The Ray Building Dining Room, Somerset College

12.45pm to 1.30pm
SESSION

EVENT

GRADES

241
242
243
244
245

Bruce Whatley
Adrian Beck
Nicholas J. Johnson
Evelyn Araluen
Melina Marchetta

3 to 6
4 to 7
6 to 8
8 to 10
10 to 12

12.45pm to 2.15pm

WORKSHOPS FOR STUDENTS
W23 - Short & Curly - Carl Smith and Kyla Slaven PODCAST WORKSHOP
(For students aged 12+) $20
See page 17 for full details

PROLOGUE PARTY

222
223
224
225

11.15am to 12noon

134
135

3 to 6
4 to 7
4 to 7
6 to 8
9 to 12

5.30pm

10.15am to 11.00am
121
122
123

GRADES

1.45pm to 2.30pm

9.30am to 11.00am

EVENT

9.15am to 10.00am

12.45pm to 1.30pm

SESSION

SESSION

THURSDAY 18 MARCH

W24 - Georgia Norton Lodge - GEORGIA DRAWS A
HOUSE AND YOU CAN TOO!
(For students aged 12+) $20
See page 17 for full details
W25- Shock Therapy Productions - PLAYBUILDING
(For students aged 13+) $20
See page 17 for full details

1.45pm to 2.30pm
GRADES

2 to 4
4 to 7
4 to 7

6 to 8
9 to 12

SESSION

EVENT

GRADES

251
252
253
254
255

Remy Lai
Andrew Daddo
Isobelle Carmody
Susanne Gervay
Matt Beard

3 to 6
4 to 7
7 to 9
8 to 10
10 to 12

BONUS EVENT

5.00PM - Jess Hill, Andrew Daddo, Matt Beard,
Caroline Graham - OPTIMISTS LIVE LONGER
Free Community Event
See page 22 for full details

12
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PROGRAMME
PROGRAMME
Day 3

FRIDAY 19 MARCH

9.15am to 10.00am
SESSION

EVENT

311
312
313
314
315

Stephen Michael King
Andrew Daddo
Steven Herrick
Lili Wilkinson
Shock Therapy | The Stones
(1hr 15min)

11.15am to 12noon

GRADES

2 to 4
3 to 6
4 to 7
8 to 10
9 to 12

9.30am
CELEBRITY CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH

Enjoy a champagne brunch with Fiona McIntosh for an
intimate book club style discussion of her latest heartstopping new blockbuster “The Champagne War”!
See page 22 for full details

EVENT

331

Andrew Daddo and Stephen
Michael King
Guide to Life - Short and Curly (Carl
Smith, Kyla Slaven and Matt Beard)
See page 16 for full details
Will Kostakis
Evelyn Araluen
Isobelle Carmody

332

333
334
335

GRADES

Zoe and Georgia Norton Lodge
Adrian Beck
Lili Wilkinson
Melina Marchetta

2 to 4
4 to 7
8 to 10
10 to 12

SESSION

EVENT

Nicholas J. Johnson
Tim Cope
Steven Herrick
Caroline Graham

10.15am to 11.00am
SESSION

EVENT

321
322
323
324
325

Ursula Dubosarsky
Remy Lai
Susanne Gervay
Melina Marchetta
Continuance | Shock Therapy

|
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GRADES

2 to 4
3 to 6
4 to 7
8 to 10

6 to 8
8 to 10
10 to 12

EVENT

351
352
353
354

W33 - Bruce Whatley - EXPLORING THE VISUAL
NARRATIVE (For students aged 11+) $20
See page 17 for full details

4 to 7

SESSION

W31 - Caroline Graham - POCKET-SIZED STORIES
(For students aged 12+) $20
See page 17 for full details
W32 - Tim Cope - THE JOURNEY OF BOOK
WRITING
(For students aged 10+) $20
See page 17 for full details

2 to 4

341
342
343
344

1.45pm to 2.30pm

i

GRADES

12.45pm to 1.30pm

9.30am to 11.00am

WORKSHOPS FOR STUDENTS

14

SESSION

GRADES

2 to 4
4 to 7
6 to 8
9 to 12

6.00pm
LITERARY LONG TABLE DINNER

From the killing fields of Ypres to the sun-kissed vineyards
of rural France, The Champagne War is a heart-stopping
adventure about the true power of love and hope to light
the way during war. Join prolific Australian author, Fiona
McIntosh as our keynote at this year’s Literary Long Table
Dinner.
(For audiences 15+)

FESTIVAL
MAP
Festival
MAP
1

THE ROBERTS THEATRE

9

YEAR 11 COMMON ROOM

2

THE GREAT HALL

10

SPARTANS INDOOR BASKETBALL COURTS

3

THE COMMON MARQUEE

11

THE RAY BUILDING

4

TOWERS QUAD

BOOKSHOP

FIRST AID

5

THE ARNISON BUILDING

TICKET BOOTH

THE HARDBACK CAFÉ

6

PARENTS’ AND FRIENDS’
VOLUNTEERS ROOM

M

MEETING POINT

FOOD TRUCKS

7

THE BROWN BUILDING

P

PARKING

TWEED BANORA DENTAL
POETRY LANE

8

THE GALLUS BUILDING 1.1 &1.2

i

FESTIVAL SITE ENTRY

COFFEE

storyfest.com.au
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EXTENDED
OGRAMME
Extended
PROGRAMME
ILLUSTRATOR BATTLE
THURSDAY 18 MARCH 11.15AM
Session 233

Top illustrators square off against each other for the opportunity to claim the prize of being the best illustrator, voted
fairly and squarely, by the young audience. The competition will be fierce and there will be only one person left standing
at the end; judged by the hard evidence of the objective ‘clappometer’. You will laugh, you will cry and you will be
entertained by the virtuosity, imagination and creative flair of the illustrators. Be there and never regret missing an event
that will be talked about fondly in the future. All this will be hosted by the brilliant Andrew Daddo!
Illustrators are: Bruce Whatley, Remy Lai, Stephen Michael King and the Somerset Student Battle Winner.

GUIDE TO LIFE
THURSDAY 18 MARCH 10.15AM
Session 221

FRIDAY 19 MARCH 11.15AM
Session 332

If you have ever asked yourself how you know whether something is OK or not OK? If you have ever asked yourself
about fairness and what is more important; that the people with the best skills get rewarded, or that everyone gets the
same chance to succeed. If you have ever questioned the point of school uniforms and asked; “Why would we wear
school uniforms, and do they really have a place in schools?” If these and other topical and relevant issues occupy your
thinking and conversations, the acclaimed Short and Curly interactive sessions are for you. Carl Smith (presenter
Short & Curly) and Dr Matt Beard (ethicist, co-author) will get you thinking and participating and of course coming to
unexpected and original conclusions. Their show will delight you and leave you thirsting for more.
Short & Curly is a silly but serious ABC podcast, combining adventure, comedy and ethics for kids and families. The
team behind the podcast will have some fun and tricky dilemmas to share with you in this special live show. Join ethicist
and author Dr Matt Beard, creator and producer Kyla Slaven, and presenter Carl Smith. Adults are welcome, but
they better be prepared to squirm. This show is recommended for 8 to 12 year olds however all are welcome!

YOUNG WRITERS’ DINNER
WHEN Thursday 18 March, 5.30pm

Student
WORKSHOPS
WEDNESDAY 17 MARCH | 9.30AM TO 11.00AM
W11 - RULE BREAKING IN FICTION (For students aged 12+) $20
Don’t mispeel words! Grammar are important! Don’t use too many exclamation marks!!!! The world of writing is filled
with rules. But do we really need to follow them? In this fun and irreverent workshop for students 12 and up, author
and magician Nicholas J. Johnson introduces the tricks and techniques he uses to turn language on its head, infuriate
his editors, and tickle readers. Younger writers will explore why using words incorrectly can be fun, what defying story
conventions is important, and how to become a writing rebel. Warning: This session may include use of the German word
“bum violin”.

THURSDAY 18 MARCH | 9.30AM TO 11.00AM
W21 - WRITING STORIES THAT MATTER (For students aged 12+) $20
Sport, fire, drought, climate change, bullying, family, music, love, peace. There are so many stories that matter to you. These
stories can make you laugh, cry and think. They may be emotional, courageous, satiric, angry and happy. Writing stories that
matter, matter to the writer and the reader. Join Susanne Gervay in this hands-on workshop, we will unlock ways to release
your story, to give voice to your ideas and creativity. Bring your laptops and/or pens and paper and let’s begin the journey.
W22 - BREAKING THROUGH WRITERS’ BLOCK (For students aged 9+) $20
Adrian Beck reveals his secret formula for supercharging ideas and creating a story that readers are sure to love. Using
examples from his own work, Adrian and the students will have a blast brainstorming a brand new concept for a story and
the kids will leave the session with new tools to bring their ideas to life.

THURSDAY 18 MARCH | 12.45PM TO 2.15PM
W23 - PODCAST WORKSHOP (For students aged 12+) $20
Have you ever thought you’d like to make your own podcast? Or maybe you’re just interested in hearing what goes into
making one? Short & Curly is a silly but serious ABC podcast, combining adventure, comedy and ethics for kids and
families. If you’re a budding media maker, or want to hear more about how a podcast is made, join Carl Smith and Kyla
Slaven to hear how they make the show – and to get a few tips for your own projects!
W24 - GEORGIA DRAWS A HOUSE AND YOU CAN TOO! (For students aged 9+) $20
Draw along with Georgia Norton Lodge as she shows you the tricks to packing all that charm and character into her
house illustrations. Georgia has been drawing houses over the world for years now, she has probably drawn quite a few
homes in your suburb. Naturally she has learnt a lot on her scribble journey and she is here to share her major drawing
secret. Home means many things to us, it’s family, it’s love, it’s where we grow, learn, eat and tell stories. In this workshop
we’ll learn to draw a house together.
W25 - PLAYBUILDING (For students aged 13+) $20
Shock Therapy Productions are renowned for their dynamic and inventive approach to storytelling. Join them for
this Playbuilding workshop where you will learn the basics in character, improvisation, story structure and how to create
powerful issue based theatre.

WHERE Towers Quad, Somerset College
TICKETS $40.00 per person includes dinner and soft drinks. Tickets are strictly limited!
The Young Writers’ Dinner provides young people with a ‘once in a lifetime opportunity’ – to spend an exciting evening
workshopping with some of Australia’s bestselling kids and YA fiction writers. The dinner is open to the wider community
suitable for ages 10+. So don’t miss the amazing, fun-filled experience of spending an evening with one of this year’s
featured authors - Will Kostakis, Nicholas J. Johnson, Bruce Whatley, Zoe Norton Lodge, Ursula Dubosarsky,
Evelyn Araluen, Tim Cope.

FRIDAY 19 MARCH | 9.30AM TO 11.00AM
W31 - POCKET-SIZED STORIES (For students aged 12+) $20
Flash fiction has never been bigger; people all over the world are penning very short stories. Caroline Graham runs this
session on writing tiny but mighty stories, with tips and tricks for getting the most from a tight word count.

BUY ONLINE

W32 - THE JOURNEY OF BOOK WRITING (For students aged 12+) $20
Tim Cope has had some amazing, real life adventures. He has ridden a bicycle for 10,000 kilometres across Russia,
rowed a wooden boat to the Arctic Ocean, and spent three years riding horses from Mongolia to Europe with his best
dog friend – Tigon. According to Tim however, the biggest and longest journey in his life has been the adventure of
writing. Tim will teach you the importance of shaping your writing through theme, and weaving your personal narrative
with the people and history you encounter.
We encourage you to
BYO coffee keep cup

16
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W33 - EXPLORING THE VISUAL NARRATIVE (For students aged 11+) $20
Join Bruce Whatley as he shares illustration techniques both traditional and digital.

storyfest.com.au
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ART
INSTALLATION
PROLOGUE
PARTY
Georgia Draws a House

CONNECTING COMMUNITY

Home means many things to us, it’s family, it’s love, it’s where we grow, learn, eat, tell stories and for the for lots of us it’s where
we’ve been bound during this pandemic. Not many people know the power of home more than artist Georgia Draws A House, an
Australian illustrator who has been drawing houses the world over since 2014.

Storyfest invites you to join Georgia Norton Lodge during the festival as she creates the City of Gold Coast community. Be a part
of this exciting art installation, open to school aged students. Register to attend Georgia’s workshop, submit a photo of the facade
of your home and become part of the connector to the wider community!

GEORGIA DRAWS AT STORYFEST

PUBLIC ART INSTALLATION

WHEN Wednesday 17 to Friday 19 March

WHEN Saturday 20 March, 9.30am to 3.00pm

WHERE The Towers Quad, Somerset College

WHERE Ed Hardy Park, Miami Beach

Georgia will be drawing the Gold Coast skyline
throughout the Festival. All welcome to spectate.

Join us as the children bring to life this unique public
art installation that aims to connect the wider Gold
Coast community.

FREE EVENT

FREE EVENT

Spaces are strictly limited for Georgia’s workshop W24 (refer to page 17). Only 8 students from the workshop will be selected to
participate in the public art installation – please visit www.storyfest.com.au to register.

Parents’ and Friends’

PROLOGUE PARTY
WHEN Wednesday 17 March, 5.30pm
WHERE Towers Quad, Somerset College
DRESS CODE Smart Casual
TICKETS Ticketed to meet COVID restrictions, secure online
FREE EVENT

Come along to the highlight of literary events on the Gold Coast. A fun-filled evening for
all the family to celebrate reading and writing! The Prologue Party is a great opportunity
to meet some of Australia’s best authors and illustrators.
Enjoy all the fun of the fair with games and activities. The festival bookshop will be open
during this event, it is a great opportunity for adults and children to browse the bookshelf
and find that perfect book.
Don’t forget to visit the Parents’ and Friends’ free lolly shop along with watching the
Grand Parade at 6.00pm.
The Hardback Café is open for dinner. Food and drinks available for purchase.

18

|

storyfest.com.au

storyfest.com.au

|

19

LITERARY
LUNCH
Literary Lunch with JESS HILL
SUPPORTED BY HARALD PUHALLA (GENERAL SURGEON)

WHEN Thursday 18 March, 12noon arrivals

WHERE The Ray Building Dining Room, Somerset College
DRESS CODE Smart Casual

TICKETS* $45.00 per person includes two course gourmet meal, wine and soft drink
RSVP Friday 12 March, limited seating available
BUY ONLINE

Jess Hill is an investigative journalist who has been commenting on domestic violence
since 2014. She has been a producer for ABC Radio, a Middle East correspondent
for The Global Mail, and an investigative journalist for Background Briefing. In
addition, Jess has been listed in Foreign Policy’s top 100 women to follow on Twitter,
and her reporting on domestic violence has won two Walkley awards, an Amnesty
International award and three Our Watch awards. Her new book “See What You
Made Me Do” combines “exhaustive research with riveting storytelling”. It will
challenge your perceptions about domestic and family violence. Jess says of her
book: “I have spent four years writing a book that will speak calmly yet powerfully
about an issue that is devastating the lives of countless Australians”. The book was
also announced the winner of the $50,000 prize for Australian women’s writing. It’s
a book that Louise Swinn, chair of the judging panel, called an “incredibly powerful”
work that “meticulously dismantle[s] all of the lazy old lies we associate with domestic
abuse”
This is a lunch time session not to be missed. It promises to be challenging, at times
confronting, and always riveting.
*To meet COVID safe requirements this is an allocated seating event.

“
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Literary Long Table with
FIONA MCINTOSH
WHEN Friday 19 March, 6.00pm
WHERE Towers Quad, Somerset College
DRESS CODE Smart

One Australian a week is dying as a result
of domestic abuse. If that was terrorism, we’d
have armed guards on every corner.

We are a plastic water bottle free event.
BYO bottle for free refills.

LITERARY
LONG TABL

- Jimmy Barnes

TICKETS $95.00 per person, all inclusive
RSVP Friday 12 March, limited seating available
BUY ONLINE

Somerset Storyfest is thrilled to host the distinguished, brilliant, and versatile cross-genre Australian
writer, Fiona McIntosh, to the 2021 Festival as our Literary Long Table Dinner Speaker. Whether
you are one of the legion of fans of Fiona’s massive range of books or if you are coming to her with
no experience of her stories, you will be captivated by her stories, wit, insight, vibrant presence and
ability to initiate you into the richly detailed and authentic contexts of her stories. You will leave,
converted!
We invite you to come along and be regaled by Fiona McIntosh at the Storyfest Literary Long
Table Dinner on Friday 19 March 2021.
You will not be disappointed!

SUPPORTED BY MANTRA ON VIEW

storyfest.com.au
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ADULT
SESSIONS

Presents

Adult

SESSIONS
OPTIMISTS LIVE LONGER

Kindly supported by Division 9 Councillor Glenn Tozer
WHERE Thursday 18 March, 5.00pm
WHEN Mudjira Village Eatery, Mudgeeraba Markets Shopping Centre
TICKETS Free with RSVP
In dark times, optimism is more important than ever. Writers on the power of hope, and how they try to effect
change through their work. Caroline Graham hosts Jess Hill, Andrew Daddo and Matt Beard for an in-depth
discussion on optimism. Facilitator: Caroline Graham — Journalism and Creative Writing lecturer (Bond University)
FREE EVENT with RSVP ONLINE

HOTA READS

PUBLISHING INDUSTRY SPEED DATING

MONDAY 15 FEBRUARY | 5.00PM for 5.30PM start
VENUE The Basement at HOTA, Home of the Arts
TICKETS $35.00
Have you wanted to get in front of an agent or publisher, here’s your opportunity. Join this esteemed group of individuals
representing various aspects from the publishing industry to answer your burning questions. Our panel of experts features
Literary Agent – Alexandra Adsett, Andy McDermott, CEO Publicious and Clair Hume, Commissioning Editor – UQP.
Be intrigued by our panel, as they discuss the various aspects of the publishing industry, they’ll answer your questions and
provide constructive general comments on 5 selected pieces. Upload your first 300 words, to be selected for this unique
opportunity. Entries will be kept anonymous. You will each then be given the opportunity to speed date each member of our
panel with a three minute pitch and two minute handover.

SOMERSET ALUMNI ASSOCIATION presents WORDS THAT HEAL - “Love and Pain- It’s called living”
TUESDAY 16 MARCH | 5.00PM for 5.30PM start

CELEBRITY CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH WITH FIONA MCINTOSH
WHEN Friday 19 March, 9.30am arrivals to 12noon
WHERE Le Cafe Gourmand, 2545 Gold Coast Hwy, Mermaid Beach
TICKETS $55.00 per person includes brunch, tea, coffee and juice. Glass of Champagne upon arrival.
RSVP Friday 12 March, numbers strictly limited to 20 pax

VENUE The Basement - HOTA, Home of the Arts
TICKETS $15.00
Producer and Presenter: Dr Michael Brohier along with Somerset Alumni | The one thing we share is this Common
Human Condition. As human beings, we take solace that we share and understand and appreciate these feelings.
Poetry reveals to us, snatches of exquisite beauty, that address every fear, joy, and human condition that we experience.
“Poetry, Beauty, Gain and Loss – It’s called Living”, aims to brings some of these words to you. You will laugh, be
entertained, take comfort in recognising that poetry resonates with your own life experiences and come away feeling
that someone does understand you.

Enjoy a champagne brunch with Fiona McIntosh for an intimate book club style discussion of her latest heartstopping new blockbuster “The Champagne War”!
BUY ONLINE

BOOK NOW!
www.storyfest.com.au
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EDUCATIONAL TOURISM PACKAGE

For Schools

Each package includes accommodation, continental buffet
breakfast and buffet dinner, author sessions, visits to the
bookshop and book signings.

COMPETITIONS
NOVELLA WRITING COMPETITION
PROUDLY SPONSORED BY PENGUIN RANDOM HOUSE AUSTRALIA

This package provides the opportunity for students and
teachers to experience Somerset Storyfest, the writers’ festival
for the Gold Coast. This annual three day event features a
bookshop, panel discussions, interactive author sessions and
workshops, and the awe-inspiring finale dinner. It’s a great
opportunity to meet authors and illustrators, have your books
signed and enjoy a festival dedicated to reading and writing.
The Programme’s objective is to expose as many children
as possible to writers, illustrators and their books, giving
the students the opportunity to workshop stories with their
presenting authors thereby encouraging the students to
embrace the value of reading. There is no substitute for books
in the life of a child.

2021 PACKAGES
2 DAYS, 1 NIGHT PACKAGE - $175
Cost per person (excluding travel)
3 DAYS, 2 NIGHT PACKAGE - $250
Cost per person (excluding travel)
4 DAYS, 3 NIGHT PACKAGE - $350
Cost per person (excluding travel)
For further information please visit
www.storyfest.com.au or contact the Storyfest
Events Office - events@storyfest.com.au

• All state winners will be awarded cash prizes
• Flights to the Gold Coast
• VIP pass to attend Somerset Storyfest (16 to 18 March 2022)
• Exclusive access to meet with Australia’s elite authors and publicists
• Winning manuscript will receive personalised advice from Penguin Random House (Australia)
State winners will have the opportunity to attend Somerset Storyfest (16 to 18 March 2022) and be billeted with members of the
Somerset Wordsmiths’ Club. The National winner will be officially announced during Somerset Storyfest. This decision will be
at the discretion of the competition organisers. The competition is open to ALL current secondary students attending school in
Australia. Entrants must be under 19 years of age as at date of close of entries Friday 3 December 2021.

NATIONAL POETRY PRIZE
PROUDLY SPONSORED BY DR. ANNETTE ALLAN OF TWEED BANORA DENTAL

• Winners from each category will be awarded cash prizes
• Flights to the Gold Coast
• VIP pass to attend Somerset Storyfest (16 to 18 March 2022)
• Exclusive access to meet with Australia’s elite authors and publicists
Category winners will have the opportunity to attend the Somerset Storyfest (16 to 18 March 2022) and be billeted with members
of the Somerset Wordsmiths’ Club. The winners will be officially announced during Somerset Storyfest. The competition is open
to ALL current secondary students who are Australian citizens or permanent reisidents attending school in Australia. Students
receiving home schooling are eligible to enter. Entrants must be under 19 years of age as at date of close of entries on Friday 3
December 2021.

24 |
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Save the Date!

CORPORATE EVENTS
STORYFEST BUSINESS LUNCH
WHEN Friday 7 May, 11.45am arrivals
TICKETS $159 per person or $1490 table of 10
This is a unique event to have your business showcased in front of progressive business owners from the Gold Coast,
Brisbane and surrounding areas. In keeping with good corporate citizenship, this provides a mutually beneficial
partnership for all entities thus allowing you to support literature activities throughout the Gold Coast and beyond.
This long lunch series focuses on providing opportunities to, and exposure for your business to some of Australia’s elite
public speakers and like minded business owners. For further information please visit www.storyfest.com.au or contact
the Storyfest Events team events@storyfest.com.au
ON SALE SOON!

CORPORATE CHARITY GOLF DAY
WHEN Friday 3 September, 11.30am shotgun
WHERE RACV Royal Pines Resort Golf Course

CORPORATE
EVENTS
TICKETS $175 per person or $600 for a team of four

Each year we host a Charity Golf Day to engage with our corporate audience. All funds raised on the day go directly
into the development of literacy activities throughout the Gold Coast and beyond. It is a featured event on the Storyfest
calendar of events.
For further information please visit www.storyfest.com.au or contact the Storyfest Events team events@storyfest.com.au

ARE YOU PASSIONATE ABOUT THE
DEVELOPMENT OF LITERACY?

BUY ONLINE

DEVELOPMENT FUND
Help us to continue to provide unique opportunities to the Gold
Coast community and beyond. Through generous donations,
we’re able to offer many free community events and literally
thousands of children the opportunity to embrace literature.
SPONSORED SCHOOLS PROGRAMME
Over the years, students from as far afield as Nyangatjatjara
NT, St George QLD and the Solomon Islands have been
beneficiaries. First started by a group of likeminded families who
shared the passion of literature with a couple of local schools, we
now see the experience shared with an estimated 1,000 children
each year. These students are transported, accommodated (when
needed) and given the opportunity to attend author sessions at
the Festival.
We invite you to join with us on the journey to educate and
nurture a love of reading in the next generation by making a taxdeductible donation to the Storyfest Development Fund.

Donate today!
WWW.STORYFEST.COM.AU

The Storyfest Development Fund is an endorsed Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR). ABN 180 623 083 447

storyfest.com.au
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YOUR
BOOK
VISIT
YOUR
TODAY!
VISIT
TODAY!

on the road...
storyfest.com.au

INSTAGRAM
TWITTER hits the
Join us as Storyfest
road...

FACEBOOK
facebook.com/
somersetstoryfest

twitter.com/
somstoryfest

instagram.com/
somersetstoryfest

On the road... provides a unique opportunity
to the Gold Coast, Brisbane and beyond,
by providing whole school presentations
and pop up writer/ illustrator workshops
in Schools, Early Learning Centres and at
various events throughout the region.
Our outstanding collective of authors and illustrators
will visit your school, offering students opportunities to
develop and inspire their creative writing skills and work
on their illustrator prowess! We offer small group sizes
for students, with our workshops developed to enhance
Queensland curriculum requirements and our ever
entertaining whole school presentations are capped
at 400 students for maximum engagement. Our goal
is to help foster a greater appreciation and enjoyment
of literature by supporting student interest through our
presentations/workshops and giving them the means to

on the road...
storyfest.com.au

TWITTER
twitter.com/
somstoryfest

FACEBOOK
facebook.com/
somersetstoryfest

INSTAGRAM
instagram.com/
somersetstoryfest

engage with an author/illustrator who may just boost
their confidence to explore their creativity.

Visit storyfest.com.au or
email ontheroad@storyfest.com.au
for more information.

on the road...

CALL US FOR A QUOTE!

5535 2711

storyfest.com.au

www.koalakoaches.com.au
admin@ koalakoaches.com.au

A local, family owned and run Bus and Coach Company Est 1963
TWITTER
twitter.com/
somstoryfest

FACEBOOK
facebook.com/
somersetstoryfest

INSTAGRAM
instagram.com/
somersetstoryfest

Somerset College

SOMERSET COLLEGE
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

Alumni Association
Your History. Your Future.
Your Accociation.

@ReturnToSomerset
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@Return2Somerset

/ReturnToSomerset

/ReturnToSomerset

ReturnToSomerset

alumni@somerset.qld.edu.au | +617 5559 7100 | c/-Somerset College, Somerset Drive, Mudgeeraba, QLD 4213
ABN 30 377 386 865 | ACNC Registered

ReturnToSomerset.com

READ

Under 8’s Programme
thursday 20 may | ed hardy park, miami
featuring megan daley, lucas proudfoot, nadia sunde and tristan bancks

PUFFIN

EVERY BABY DESERVES A SAFE
AND EQUAL START TO LIFE
Donate today to help support vulnerable children in your community.
Visit www.babygiveback.org to find out more or follow us on
@babygiveback

babygiveback

And enjoy Storyfest!
Proudly
supporting
Somerset
Storyfest for
more than
20 years.

For more information on these books or
authors see penguin.com.au

Fun, Safe, Trusted care for Kids
Babysitters bringing the fun to kids on
the Gold Coast!
Phone us 1300 229 877

Easy Online Booking www.coastalbabysitters.com.au
Also servicing Brisbane and Byron Bay

storyfest.com.au

|
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BARIATRIC AND
GENERAL SURGERY

Paciﬁc Private Clinic
Suite 6.4, Level 6
123 Nerang St. Southport, QLD 4215
(07) 5667 9766

Sponors and

SUPPORTERS
Somerset College

www.generalsurgerygoldcoast.com.au

Alumni Association

PUBLISHERS

GOVERNMENT
Somerset Storyfest is supported by the City of Gold Coast.
Cr William Owen-Jones - Division 2
Cr Glenn Tozer - Division 9
Cr Darryn Taylor - Division 10
Cr Hermann Vorster - Division 11

Cr Pauline Young - Division 12
Cr Daphne McDonald - Division 13
Cr Gail O’Neil - Division 14

COLLABORATIVE PARTNERS

2101136

DEVELOPMENT FUND

themeparks.com.au

We would like to acknowledge the donors who have contributed to the Storyfest Development Fund in support of the Sponsored Schools
Programme. Thyne Reid Foundation, Reuben Pelerman Benevolent Foundation, Chan Family, Doherty Family, Erwin Family, Focas Family, Forwood
Family, Green Family, Herbert Family, Hickey Family, Hunt Family, Kingston Family, Kirby Family, Lam Family, Lever Family, Marino Family, Mathieson
Family, Morris Family, O’Malley Family, Rudkin Family, Skalicky Family, Somerset College Junior School, Talbot Family and Tang Family.

storyfest.com.au
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