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Their story
starts here.

DARLING DOWNS
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welcome to

2026

Somerset Storyfest acknowledges the Traditional Custodians 

of the Toowoomba Region, the Giabal, Jarowair and Western 

Wakka Wakka peoples. We pay our respect to Elders past, 

present and emerging, for they hold the memories, traditions, 

culture and hopes for Indigenous people. 

 

acknowledgement
of country

Welcome to the inaugural Storyfest Darling Downs, where stories 
take root, voices rise, and imagination runs wide. We are delighted 
to bring Storyfest to this vibrant and dynamic region, celebrating the 
power of storytelling to connect communities, ignite curiosity, and 
inspire young minds.

This exciting new activation would not be possible without the 
generous support of our partners and supporters. We extend our 
sincere thanks to The Lighthouse Toowoomba for their valued 
partnership and shared commitment to enriching literary experiences 
for young people. We are also deeply grateful to the many 
supporters of Storyfest whose belief in the transformative power of 
stories has helped bring this vision to life.

Across this programme, you’ll discover a diverse lineup of writers, 
storytellers and creatives ready to share ideas, spark imagination, and 
open new worlds through words. From engaging school sessions to 
community events, Storyfest Darling Downs is designed to nurture a 
lifelong love of reading, writing, and storytelling.

We warmly invite the Darling Downs community to embrace this 
wonderful activation, attend events, participate, and be part of 
building something truly special. Together, we can create meaningful 
literary experiences for young people and ensure that stories 
continue to inspire, connect, and shape future generations.

Andrea Lewis 
CEO 'aka Boss Lady'

BOARD 

Chair Airlie MacLachlan 
Directors Alex Woodthorpe (Deputy Chair), 
Michael Arnold, Michael Auckland, Craig 
Bassingthwaighte, Megan Daley, Dr Caroline 
Graham, Terry Herbert, Rev Chris Ivey, Sara 
Kirby, Louise Park and Kylie Sherrington (CFO).

Festival Patron Will Kostakis

STAFF 

CEO Andrea Lewis
Artistic Director Megan Daley
First Nations Artistic Director Lann Levinge
Business Development Manager Narelle Higgs
Producer Events and Engagement (Regional) Gabriella Lennon
Producer Events and Engagement (Gold Coast) Teraze Burke
Marketing and Communications Officer Jared Watt 
Events Assistant Celene Strachan

DARLING DOWNS

storyfest.com.au
Share your experiences at 

#storyfest #storyfestdarlingdowns #darlingdowns

@somersetstoryfest @somersetstoryfest
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from the...

It is a privilege to bring the magic of words and 
visuals to the inaugural 2026 Storyfest Darling Downs 
programme.

This year's festival brings together a wonderful line-up 
of storytellers, each with something unique to offer. 
Nat Amoore will have young people laughing with her 
trademark humour and high energy; Peter Carnavas will 
inspire with his illustration and writing; I'll be bringing 
buzz-worthy bee facts and a love of non-fiction. We 
cannot wait to join you!

Parents and educators are encouraged to engage with 
the programme ahead of time, enjoy the festival, and 
purchase books to continue the conversations and 
extend the Storyfest experience well beyond the event 
itself.

Megan Daley 
Artistic Director

BOOKING INFORMATION 
Saturday Sessions at The Lighthouse 
Toowoomba 

Tickets are $10.00 (GST inclusive) per 
person per author session and $30.00 
(GST inclusive) per person per workshop.
Bookings may be made online with credit 
card payment. There are no refunds or 
exchanges once bookings are processed. 
All tickets are issued as e-tickets and will be 
sent to your designated email address. 
 
On the road visits for schools, prices are 
reflected on page 10.

PURCHASING YOUR TICKETS
Tickets will be on sale from Thursday 30 
April 2026. You may book online anytime. 
Sessions have limited numbers, so please 
book early to avoid disappointment.

SCHOOL BOOKINGS AND 
RESERVATION POLICY
Schools can reserve their tickets via our 
online reservation form. Once the form is 
completed, tickets will be placed on hold 
for 14 days. Payment must be made via 
direct deposit or credit card within that 14 
days. All payments must be finalised at least 
seven days prior to the Festival.

PHOTOGRAPHY AND VIDEOGRAPHY 
PERMISSIONS
Storyfest will have a photographer and 
videographer on-site to record events 
throughout the Festival. These photos are 
for archival and marketing purposes and 
purchase of a ticket implies permission to 

festival
info

use the photos taken for these purposes.

BOOKSHOP SALES
Authors books will be available for 
purchase. At the end of each of their 
sessions, authors are available for book 
signings!

LOCATION (SATURDAY)
Storyfest Darling Downs is located at The 
Lighthouse Toowoomba, 126 Margaret St, 
Toowoomba City QLD 4350.

HAVE QUESTIONS?
Phone: 07 5559 7377
Email: bookings@storyfest.com.au
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Allison Tait (A. L. Tait) is an internationally published, 
bestselling author of 11 middle-grade novels. Her three epic 
fantasy adventure series – The Mapmaker Chronicles, The 
Ateban Cipher, and Maven & Reeve Mysteries – have been 
shortlisted and longlisted for various awards. In 2024, her first 
contemporary middle-grade novel The First Summer of Callie 
McGee was longlisted for the Margaret and Colin Roderick 
Literary Award. Willow Bright’s Secret Plot and Danger Road 
followed in 2025. Allison is the co-host of the top-rating 
Your Kid's Next Read podcast and teaches creative writing for 
children at the Australian Writers’ Centre. 

www.allisontait.com

Session 311 Sat - 9.30am
Workshop W23 Sat - 12.45pm

Megan Daley is Head of Education at StoryBox Hub 
and Artistic Director of Somerset Storyfest. She is an 
experienced and award-winning author, podcaster, literary 
judge, teacher librarian, and early years educator. Megan 
has been recognised with the ASLA Australian Teacher 
Librarian of the Year Award, the QSLA Queensland 
Teacher Librarian of the Year Award, and the national 
Dromkeen Librarian’s Award. Her books include Raising 
Readers (UQP, 2019/2025), Teacher, Teacher (Affirm Press, 
2023), and The Beehive (Walker Books, 2024), which 
received an Apimondia International Beekeeping Award. 
Megan is a co-host of the Your Kid’s Next Read podcast.

www.megandaley.com.au

Megan Daley

Session 321 Sat - 10.45am
Workshop W24 Sat - 2.00pm

Peter Carnavas writes and illustrates books for children. 
His books have been published widely across the world 
and have won many awards, including a Queensland 
Literary Award and a NSW Premier's Literary Award. His 
latest book is Leo and Ralph, a novel about friendship, 
change and an imaginary alien from one of Jupiter’s 
moons. Peter also works as a teacher librarian and he lives 
on the Sunshine Coast with his family. 

www.petercarnavas.com

Peter Carnavas

meet the
storytellers

Session 331 Sat - 9.30am
Workshop W22 Sat - 11.30am

Nat Amoore's debut novel Secrets Of A Schoolyard Millionaire 
was Dymocks and QBD's 'Kids Book Of The Month’, becoming 
Australia's #1 bestselling debut Aussie children’s fiction in 2019 
and selling into the UK, US, Italy, China, Estonia, Germany 
and Romania. The Power Of Positive Pranking won the 2021 
Environment Award for Children’s Literature and The Right Way 
To Rock, We Run Tomorrow and Nat’s new junior fiction series 
Shower Land are all CBCA Notables. Nat’s first picture book I 
Don’t Need a Little Brother hit stores in June 2025.

www.natamoore.com

Nat Amoore

Workshop W21 Sat - 9.30am
Session 341 Sat - 2.45pm

A.L. Tait
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Saturday 25Saturday 25
Tickets $30 pp

Recommended for young people and their actively engaged supervising educators

Early Years = Pre-Prep to Year Two
Lower Primary = Year Two to Year Four 
Senior Primary = Year Three to Year Six
Middle Grade = Year Four to Year Eight
Lower Secondary = Year Seven to Year Ten
Senior Secondary = Year Ten to Year Twelve (these sessions may contain mature content)

These are recommended ages only. Please review each storyteller's bio and book titles to ensure the best fit for 
your group's booking.

Age Guide

STORYTELLER

STORYTELLER

STORYTELLER

STORYTELLER

NO.

NO.

NO.

NO.

AGES

AGES

AGES

AGES

W21

W22

W23

W24

WORKSHOP with A.L. Tait #coldcase #mystery 
 
A.L. Tait explores the key elements of a mystery story from 
where to start, developing your puzzle and deciding who's 
going to solve it. Plus, she shares five insider tips to take your 
story from okay to outstanding. 

WORKSHOP with Megan Daley #bees #narrativenonfiction 
 
Join author, educator and beekeeper Megan Daley for a nature-
based book adventure all about the most fabulous of pollinators 
- bees! Perfect for young nature lovers aged 5 to 12 and their 
families, this session celebrates Megan's award-winning book 
The Beehive. Waggle dance on over to forage for some buzz-
worthy facts, learn about bee-friendly habitats and join the hive!

WORKSHOP with Peter Carnavas #wordandpicture #writingprocess
 
This is a workshop for every kind of storyteller. Whether you're 
a wordsmith, a non-stop scribbler, somewhere in-between or 
nowhere near, you will learn how to build a story with words and 
pictures - from ideas to planning to getting it all down on the page. 
All you need is a pencil, some paper, and a head full of questions.

12+

9+

6+

9+

10.00am to 11.00am

11.30am to 12.30pm

1.00pm to 2.00pm

2.30pm to 3.30pm

student workshops
STORYTELLER

STORYTELLER

STORYTELLER

STORYTELLER

NO.

NO.

NO.

NO.

GRADES

GRADES

GRADES

GRADES

311

321

331

341

Megan Daley #bees #narrativenonfiction

Peter Carnavas #wordandpicture #writingprocess

Nat Amoore #laughoutloud #adventure

A.L. Tait #coldcase #mystery

Lower Primary

Middle Grade

Senior Primary

Lower Secondary

9.30am to 10.30am

10.45am to 11.45am

1.30pm to 2.30pm

2.45pm to 3.45pm

student sessions
Tickets $10 pp

WORKSHOP with Nat Amoore #laughoutloud #adventure 
 
Ever stared at a blank page and thought…brain fart!? Well, put 
down the pen because Nat Amoore is here to help! In this 
fun and slightly silly workshop, kids will explore the mystery 
of ‘getting ideas’ and discover that inspiration is hiding 
everywhere. Through play and improv, they’ll learn how to turn 
‘I’ve got nothing!’ into ‘Wait… what if…?’ and leave with the 
confidence to find their own story ideas anytime, anywhere.
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On the road...
school visits

storyfest.com.au/darling-downs
book 
online

Storyfest is thrilled to be delivering a series 
of On the road... visits to the Darling Downs 
Region. Schools can select their preferred 
author, date and activation type via our online 
form.

Available dates

Activation types

Monday 27 and Tuesday 28 July.

•	 $715 - large group presentation for up to 
350 students.

•	 $880 - large group presentation for 
over 350 students.

•	 $590 - workshop for up to 35 students.

Pick a storyteller
to visit your 
school!

FLIGHTS AND 
ACCOMMODATION TO 

THE GOLD COAST

TICKETS TO ATTEND 

STORYFEST GOLD COAST 

(22 TO 24 MARCH 2027)

ENTRIES 
OPEN NOW!

CASH PRIZES

Somerset  Storyfest 

Nat iona l  Novel la

Wri t ing  Compet i t ion

Proudly sponsored by

Somerset NationalPoetry Prize

More Info

ENTRIES 
ENTRIES CLOSE FRIDAY 
CLOSE FRIDAY 04 DEC ‘26
04 DEC ‘26

Proudly sponsored by
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  @racvroyalpinesGold Coast

MODERN JAPANESE 
DINING

Vibrant Mediterranean
Flavours

Championship Golf 
Course

Luxury Day Spa
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CELEBRATE CHILDREN’S BOOK WEEK
WITH THE IDTL NETWORK’S ANNUAL BOOK WEEK PUBLICATION

SUBSCRIBE
TO OUR EMAIL LIST

Ideas for Library Displays

Bookmarks and Bunting

Colouring Pages

Links to Online Resources

Blackline Masters

Mini-Books and Puzzles

Art and Craft Activities

Downloadable PDF

76 PAGES OF ACTIVITIES
BASED ON THE BOOK WEEK THEME

AND CBCA-SHORTLISTED BOOKS

shop.idtl.net.au/subscribe



sponsors & supporters

Development Fund

Somerset Storyfest is supported 
by the City of Gold Coast.

We would like to acknowledge the donors who 
have contributed to the Storyfest Development 
Fund in support of the development 
and delivery of literacy programmes for 
disadvantaged children. 

Publishers

Government

Collab Partners

Somerset Storyfest is supported by the 
Queensland Government through 
Arts Queensland.


