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Introduction

The Primary Instrumental Music Program offers students in Grades 3 to 6 the opportunity to learn a
musical instrument in addition to their regular classroom music lessons. Available across Devonport
and surrounding Catholic primary schools, the program supports students who are interested in

developing their musical skills in a positive and encouraging environment.

Learning music can be a joyful and rewarding part of a child’s education. It encourages creativity, builds
confidence and gives students the satisfaction of seeing their skills grow over time. For many children,
music becomes more than an extra activity. It becomes a meaningful way to express themselves,

connect with others and take pride in their progress.

Learning an instrument also calls for commitment. Regular practice, patience and perseverance are all
part of the journey. With the support of families and teachers, students can develop habits that benefit

them not only in music, but across many areas of learning and life.

I The Benefits of Music

Music education is widely recognised for the many benefits it can bring to a child’s development.
Research suggests that learning music may support memory, concentration, reasoning and

problem-solving. It can also contribute to language development and mathematical understanding.

Just as importantly, music helps students grow socially and personally. Through learning and practising
an instrument, children can build confidence, self-discipline and resilience. They also have
opportunities to develop listening skills, teamwork and a deeper appreciation for creativity and

expression.

Participation in the Primary Instrumental Music Program gives students the chance to experience these
benefits while enjoying the challenge and pleasure of learning something new. It is an opportunity to
grow in skill, confidence and enjoyment, and to discover the lasting value that music can bring to

school life and beyond.
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Instrumental Tuition

A wide variety of music tuition is available to all students, with the opportunity to learn an instrument
through the instrumental music program. Learning to speak the language of music is an integral part of

education, and a large proportion of students take the opportunity of tuition on a chosen instrument.

Music is a very ‘social sport, and students are always encouraged to participate in the many
opportunities available to them actively. It not only improves their skills but also provides a sense of

satisfaction and achievement. This usually reflects achievement in other areas of their lives as well.

I Annual Fee

Includes:

e [nstrument hire and music tuition book
e Small group tuition lessons

e Aprogram that runs over the entire year
® [essons held at your primary school*

e Lessons held at the same time every week
Fees are charged by your Primary School. For more information, contact your school's accounts office.

e 5760 -2026 Tuition fee (full year — inclusive of $160 instrument hire and $600 tuition)

e 5600 - If you have your own instrument and do not need to hire.

*Any arrangements made where students travel to another school are not the responsibility of

St Brendan-Shaw College.

I Instrument Hire

The following instruments are available for hire:

BAND STRINGS

Flute
Clarinet
Saxophone

Violin
‘Cello

Trumpet
Trombone

Euphonium
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Allinstruments must be returned to the Primary School by the specified date (following the final

performances at the end of the year).
Upon issue of an instrument, the following expectations will apply:

e |tisthestudent’s responsibility to keep the instrument secure at all times - at home, school, and
whilst in transit.

e Students are not permitted, under any circumstances, to lend their instruments to other
students or to make exchanges.

e Printed music books and other bulky materials are not to be placed inside the instrument case,
unless there is a special provision.

e The cost of repair to an instrument will be the student’s responsibility if the damage was a direct
result of student neglect.

e Many instruments come with accessories; for example, all violins are issued with shoulder rests
and rosin. It is the student’s responsibility to ensure the security of these accessories and the
instrument itself.

e Forhealth and safety reasons, it is the student’s responsibility to purchase their own cleaning
equipment from Barratts Music and to clean their instrument regularly. Local music stores also
stock reeds, tutor books, manuscripts, music diaries and many other necessary items.

e Parents can choose to purchase instruments if they wish. Please seek advice from the Music

Staff before purchasing an instrument.

I Primary Instrumental Music Program Enrolment Form

Please see the link below for the 2026 Instrumental Music Program Enrolment Form.

Link: https://sbsc.me/CPSMP26Enrol

CAN’T ACCESS THE LINK?

e Copythe link and paste it into your internet browser's address bar.

e Use adifferent internet browser.

e Use adifferent device (preferably not a mobile phone) to either click the link or copy and paste it
into your internet browser.

e Checkyourinternet browser settings to ensure your security restrictions allow pop-up windows.
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Performance Opportunities

I Assemblies, Concerts and Soireés

These events take place in your local school and the Genesis Centre at St Brendan-Shaw College.

Soireés - All students, regardless of their standard or experience, can perform in a soireé, an informal

concert opportunity. There may also be performances at your school assemblies throughout the year.

Workshop Day - a combined schools workshop day will be held throughout the year in preparation for

the end-of-year concert.

Major Concert - A combined schools” annual performance will be held for all invited guests, students,

staff, parents, and friends at the end of the year.

General Information

I Practice

For students to gain the most benefit from music tuition, it is recommended that they practice for five to
ten minutes each day in their first year. Evidence shows that regular practice will result in a very positive

outcome for a student’s musical ability.

It is beneficial for parents to be involved in listening practice, as students respond more positively when
parents are involved. Parents don’t need to be able to read or understand music, just listen and

encourage.

I Student Absences

Students are responsible for attendance at all scheduled lessons. Families who opt to take holidays

during term time are still expected to pay for tuition if enrolled.

I Discontinuing Tuition

Students who enrol in music tuition do so for the whole year; there is a four-week cooling-off period.
Students may only opt to cease tuition at the end of that year. To cease a student’s tuition, an email

must be sent to music@sbsc.tas.edu.au.

Missed lessons are non-refundable, as tutors are engaged for the school year and require payment for

their allocated time.
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I Notes & Conditions of Tuition

By confirming tuition and attending the first lesson, it is understood that these conditions have been

read, understood, and accepted.

e Accounts & Payments
All tuition fees will be invoiced by your Primary School. If payment is not received within the

specified period, future enrolments may be affected.

e Missed Lessons
Weekly lesson times are reserved in advance for each group. Therefore, lessons cannot be
rescheduled or made up if a student is unable to attend. Lessons missed due to school events

are forfeited. Fees are non-refundable and cannot be credited.

e Course of Study
The tutor will determine a suitable course of study for each student. All professional decisions
will be made in the student’s best interests, based on experience and expertise. Students are

expected to complete all assigned requirements before progressing to new material.

e Additional Activities
Participation in extra activities and attendance at concerts — arranged to enhance the student’s
musical development - are considered an integral part of tuition and reflect the commitment of

both students and parents.

e Enrolment Commitment
Students are enrolled for the full academic year. If a student withdraws, the full annual fee
remains payable. Any fee-related concerns should be discussed directly with your Primary
School. Upon the end of the year and discontinuation of tuition, the hired instrument must be

returned to your primary school or music teacher.
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