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CO-CURRICULAR MUSIC BOOKLET 
INDIVIDUAL MUSIC TUITION & CO-CURRICULAR MUSIC PROGRAM 

 ‘To inspire, motivate and foster a deep love of music in all students’ 
 
 

THREE PILLAR MUSIC PROGRAM 
Music education at Radford College aims to instil a deep love of music in all students.  It offers a program that 
encompasses three pillars for successful music making that provide a broad educational experience that develops skills, 
knowledge, understanding and values.  These pillars are classroom music, individual music tuition and co-curricular 
music.  Each pillar supports and enhances the other two and are of equal importance in enabling students to understand 
and enjoy music.  
 
At Radford, all students participate in classroom music from Pre-Kindergarten through to Year 8.  From Year 9 to  
Year 12, classroom music is an elective subject.  We encourage music students at Radford to participate in all three 
pillars of the program. 
 
This booklet provides information about options available within the individual music tuition and co-curricular music pillars 
and how students can become involved.  Information is also provided regarding the requirements surrounding 
involvement in these programs.   
 

 
INDIVIDUAL MUSIC TUITION PROGRAM 

Individual music tuition involves private music lessons held on a weekly basis with a visiting specialist music tutor to build 
technical fluency, musical literacy and individual expression.  Individual music tuition is the practical application of 
knowledge and understanding built in classroom music. 
Reporting back to parents/caregivers on student progress is an essential aspect of individual music tuition through both 
weekly communication using the lessons diary, participation in recitals, and an annual progress report from the individual 
tutor. 
 

INDIVIDUAL LESSONS 
Visiting individual music tutors provide weekly half hour 
lessons for students in Years K–12.  The Music 
Department arranges individual music tuition lessons 
and timetables teaching studios. 
Tutors liaise directly with the student and 
parents/caregivers to schedule lessons.  A specific 
Individual Music Tuition Lesson Contract^ is made 
between the individual music tutor and the student’s 
parents/caregivers.   
^All Music Tutors who provide individual music tuition at 
Radford College are self-employed professional musicians. 
They are not employed by Radford College. Radford’s Music 
Department acts only as an intermediary, and there is a legal 
obligation associated with any ‘Tuition Contract’ entered into 
with an individual music tutor. 
 

Participation Requirements 
Students undertaking individual lessons at the College 
are expected to participate in at least one relevant co-
curricular music group – a performance group that 
provides a crucial social dimension to music making 
(see Co-Curricular Music Program section for further 
information). 
Individual lessons and group participation are a 
commitment for the full academic year. 
 

 

 

Lessons are available in the following instruments: 

• Years K–12: cello, viola, violin 

• Years 2-6: Vocal Foundations Program (small 
group vocal lessons) 

• Years 3–12:  
Concert Band Instruments: bassoon, clarinet, 
euphonium, flute, French horn, oboe, saxophone 
(alto, tenor, baritone), trombone, trumpet, tuba, 
bass clarinet 
Stringed Instruments: double bass, guitar (acoustic, 
electric and bass), ukulele 
Other: voice, music theory/musicianship 

• Years 4–12: piano 
 

• Years 5–12: percussion (includes drum kit) 
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CO-CURRICULAR MUSIC PROGRAM 
 

CO-CURRICULAR MUSIC GROUPS 
The co-curricular music program consists of music performance and production/composition groups that rehearse or 
gather before school, during lunchtimes or after school. These groups provide a crucial social dimension to music 
making and are an important aspect of contributing to the school community.   
Students undertaking individual lessons in voice or a musical instrument within Radford’s individual music tuition 
program are required to participate in at least one relevant co-curricular music group as listed below: 

• Music performance groups (instrumental or vocal ensembles) – bands, orchestras, choirs, percussion, 
chamber or contemporary ensembles (extension groups), piano group (extension group) 

• Production/Composition groups – audio production, music composition  
 
 
Participation Requirements* 
Students enrolled in a co-curricular music group are 
encouraged to have individual music tuition. Lessons 
and group participation are a commitment for a full 
academic year. A non-committal two-week trial period 
at commencement of joining a group is allowed, after 
which time a firm commitment or withdrawal is 
expected. 
*Please see the Terms and Conditions document for full 
participation requirements  

Rehearsals 
Bands, orchestra, choirs and ensembles rehearse once 
per week. A rehearsal schedule is available on the co-
curricular music space on Nexus. 

Placement and Progression – auditioned groups 
Placement in auditioned co-curricular music groups is 
subject to audition at the end of each year.  
Co-Curricular Music Group Levy 
(charged to student accounts in two instalments by 
semester) 
$420 per annum for one group  
$700 per annum for two groups 
$900 per annum for three groups 
A fee of $140 per annum is applicable for each 
additional group for students in four or more groups.

DESCRIPTION OF CO-CURRICULAR MUSIC GROUPS
 
Co-curricular music groups at Radford are formed based upon industry standards for concert bands, string orchestras, 
choirs and various style ensembles and music production groups.   
 
BRASS, WOODWIND AND PERCUSSION SECTION 
Concert Bands: A concert band is a performing 
ensemble consisting of woodwind, brass and percussion 
instruments. Concert bands have the flexibility to cover 
many different genres of music, making them engaging 
and exciting for students. Radford concert bands are all 
auditioned groups and musicians are required to take 
individual lessons on their selected instrument.   
 
Instruments: bassoon, clarinet (B flat/bass), electric bass, 
euphonium, flute, French horn, oboe, percussion, 
saxophone (alto, tenor, baritone), trombone, trumpet, and 
tuba. 
 
Jazz Band: A jazz band is a musical ensemble that plays 
many different styles of jazz both vocal and instrumental.  
They include big bands and smaller groups such as trios 
or quartets. Jazz performers can play with personal 
interpretation and improvisation is encouraged.   
 
Instruments: saxophone (alto, tenor, baritone), trombone, 
trumpet, electric bass, electric guitar, piano/keyboard, 
percussion, and drum kit 
 
Please note: Jazz groups are extension groups and 
students are invited to join. There is an expectation that 
students who want to play in a jazz band/ensemble are 
already a member of a concert band or other relevant 
group. 
 

Percussion Ensemble: A percussion ensemble is a 
musical ensemble consisting of percussion instruments.  
Many styles of music are covered ranging from classical 
to contemporary. 
Instruments: concert percussion, drum kit, auxiliary 
percussion, and tuned percussion. 
 
STRINGS SECTION 
String Orchestras: A string orchestra is a group of 
bowed stringed instrumentalists playing five different 
parts together. Violins are divided into 1st and 2nd 
sections purely to allow for two different parts, then there 
is a viola section, cello section, and a double bass 
section. String orchestras can play a wide variety of 
styles, from the traditional classical music to more 
contemporary influenced pieces. 
Instruments: violin, viola, cello and double bass. 
 
Guitar Ensembles: A guitar ensemble is a group of 
guitarists playing together, sometimes with the addition of 
percussion or bass guitar, depending on the repertoire. 
Division of parts can be varied depending on how many 
musicians are in the ensemble. Usually there are two or 
more parts. Guitar ensembles can cover a wide range of 
music, from classical to contemporary. 
 
 
 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodwind_instrument
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brass_instrument
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Percussion_instrument
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Musical_ensemble
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Musical_ensemble
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Percussion_instrument
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CHOIRS 
At Radford there are several choirs, some auditioned and 
some open to students of all singing experiences and 
abilities. Participation in choirs aims to build vocal 
confidence and skills in a fun environment. Radford 
choirs sing a wide range of styles and genres. 
 
Please note: Camerata and Vivace are extensions of the 
choral program. There is an expectation that students in 
Camerata will also sing in Chorale. Students in Vivace 
will also be expected to sing in Chorale or Vox. 

 
ENSEMBLES 
Chamber Ensembles: A Chamber Ensemble consists of 
a small group of players with usually only one player on 
each part. These groups are usually made up of stringed 
instruments and piano but other instrumentalists are 
welcome. 
Instruments: violin, viola, cello, double bass and various 
other instruments. 
 
Please note: The Chamber Ensembles program is an 
extension program. There is an expectation that students 
who want to play in a chamber ensemble are already a 
member of a string orchestra or other relevant group. 
 
Contemporary Ensembles: A contemporary ensemble 
is a group of two or more players. There are usually 
vocals, guitars and/or keyboards, and a rhythm section 

consisting of a bass guitar and drum kit. These groups 
may also include acoustic instruments that are amplified.  
Instruments: guitar (electric/acoustic), electric bass, drum 
kit, keyboard, voice, some other instruments can also be 
accommodated. 
Please note: The Contemporary Ensembles program is 
an extension program. There is an expectation that 
students who want to play in a contemporary ensemble 
are already a member of another relevant group and 
have the skills to run self-directed rehearsals. 
 
AUDIO PRODUCTION/COMPOSITION 
Audio Production: Explores the possibilities of digital 
audio workstation (DAW) software such as Ableton Live 
and Pro Tools. Students develop their own works in the 
digital realm.  
 
Composition: Students can cover the theoretical 
elements of music and composition that explore more 
traditional forms of music composition and can be tailored 
to individual students’ standards. 

 
PIANO GROUP 
Piano group offers Junior students of an appropriate level 
(usually at least a year’s tuition) an opportunity to enjoy 
using their piano skills in an ensemble setting.

PERFORMANCE UNIFORM REQUIREMENTS 
Uniform requirements for each group are listed below.

Music Performance Uniform* to be worn by: 

• Concert Bands 
• Jazz Bands & Ensembles 
• String Orchestras 
• Choirs (except Warblers) 
• Percussion Ensembles 
• Chamber Ensembles 
• Guitar Ensembles  
• Contemporary Ensembles 

Radford School Uniform (or other uniform/costume as 
instructed) to be worn by: 
 
• Warblers  
• Piano Group 

 
 

 

 
*Music performance uniform is:  
Radford Music Performance shirt (available from the Uniform Shop), trousers, shoes and socks, all black in colour. 
 
 
 

How to apply for Individual Music Tuition and Co-Curricular Music Program 
 

 
REGISTRATION VIA ACTIVITY PORTAL – for both Individual Music Tuition and Co-Curricular Music Groups 
 
Nexus Music page with link to Activity Portal: Click here 
 
AUDITIONS 
Some of the co-curricular music groups require audition and others do not.  Either way, it is necessary to register for 
each calendar year using the online registration form. 
   
Auditions are held during Term 4 for the following year for students who are continuing and those who are new to the 
music program. Generally, auditions will be held as outlined below. 
 
New students to Radford’s music program: Students who will be new to a Radford co-curricular group will be required to 
audition during Term 4 of the year prior to participation.  Details regarding audition requirements will be provided upon 
registration. 

Continuing students: Students who are currently participating in a Radford co-curricular music group and would like to 
continue will be required to undertake an audition for placement into a group during Term 4 of the year prior. Details are 
provided to students during Term 3 for Radford co-curricular music groups that require audition. 

Students joining part way through the academic year: Students who would like to join a co-curricular music group 
throughout the year should contact the relevant Director to discuss their potential participation and arrange an audition. 

http://www.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guitar
http://www.wikipedia.org/wiki/Musical_keyboard
http://www.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhythm_section
http://www.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drum_kit
https://nexus.radford.act.edu.au/homepage/16


 4 

RADFORD MUSICAL INSTRUMENT HIRE 
It is possible to hire instruments from Radford College.  The fee for Instrument Hire is $210 per semester.  Parents 
accept full responsibility for any loss or damage to hired instruments.  Insurance is highly recommended. The school 
does not insure instruments for damage sustained on nor off the College premises. 
The following instruments may be hired, subject to availability: bassoon, clarinet, euphonium, tuba, flute, oboe, 
saxophone (alto, tenor, baritone), trombone, trumpet, cello, double bass (and electric bass guitar) and viola.   
Drum kits, guitars, keyboard instruments and violins are not available for hire.   
 

INSTRUMENT HIRE PROCEDURES 
Please submit a hire request at the time of applying for 
group or individual music tuition participation.  
 
Terms and Conditions of Hire 
Students participating in Radford College Co-Curricular 
Music and/or Individual Music Tuition Programs are 
able to hire musical instruments from Radford, 
depending on availability.  
 
At commencement of the hire, a return date will be 
provided. Should the hirer wish to continue hire after 
this date, then a new hire arrangement will be made.   
 
 

 
 
The hirer will be required to: 
 
• accept full responsibility for the safe custody, care 

and maintenance of the instrument 
• return the instrument in good working order at the 

end of the hire period 
• insure the instrument and be responsible for 

repairs or replacement if required, and 
• pay a levy for hire of $210 per semester  

 
 

 
CO-CURRICULAR MUSIC DEPARTMENT CONTACTS 

 
Head of Co-Curricular Music 
Ms Kirsten Knight 
kirsten.knight@radford.act.edu.au 

Performing Arts Administrator 
Ms Susan Garman 
susan.garman@radford.act.edu.au  

 
Performing Arts Administration Assistant 
Ms Donna Robards 
donna.robards@radford.act.edu.au 
 
Co-Curricular Music Administration Office 
Phone 6162 6256 
Email ccmusic@radford.act.edu.au 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Director of Bands 
Mr Ben Marston  
ben.marston@radford.act.edu.au 
 
Director of Strings 
Ms Kirsten Knight  
kirsten.knight@radford.act.edu.au 
 
Director of Voice 
Mrs Kimberley Steele 
kimberley.steele@radford.act.edu.au  
 
Director of Keyboards 
Mrs Veera Lehtimaki 
veera.lehtimaki@radford.act.edu.au  
 
Director of Ensembles 
Mr Lachlan Coventry 
lachlan.coventry@radford.act.edu.au 
 
 
 

 

mailto:kirsten.knight@radford.act.edu.au
mailto:susan.garman@radford.act.edu.au
mailto:donna.robards@radford.act.edu.au
mailto:ccmusic@radford.act.edu.au
mailto:ben.marston@radford.act.edu.au
mailto:kirsten.knight@radford.act.edu.au
mailto:kirsten.knight@radford.act.edu.au
mailto:kimberley.steele@radford.act.edu.au
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