
Vacation Care

Our Service

Welcome to Pacific Lutheran College’s Vacation Care Service. 
We look forward to caring for your child during school holidays 
and providing an environment where they can learn, relax 
and play. Our Service provides a caring, safe and secure 
environment for children and families from Pacific Lutheran 
College as well as the local  community. Our Service aims to 
foster creativity and  support co-operative learning though 
activities that are both fun and challenging. Our program 
is tailored to ensure all children’s interests and abilities are 
considered through a variety of recreational leisure activities.

The ethos of our Vacation Care service supports and 
embraces the Christian values of Pacific Lutheran College.

Our Staff

Our highly qualified staff members are experienced educators 
who will support your child’s interests and individual needs. All 
staff are qualified in accordance with the guidelines set in the 
Education and Care Services National Law (Queensland) Act 
2011 and National  Regulations. 

Key Facts
At the Service:

Excursions:

Water activities:

15 children      to

to

to

8 children      

5 children      

1 staff member

1 staff member

1 staff member
All staff members have completed first aid training, which includes 

asthma and anaphylaxis training in the use of various medical 

devices such as Epi-pens. 

Hours of Operation

Our Vacation Care Service operates from 6.30am to 6.00pm during 
school holidays and pupil free days. The Service will be closed on 
public holidays and for two weeks over the Christmas and New Year 
period.

How to Enrol

New families: Families must be enrolled in the system before 
bookings can be made for Vacation Care. Enrolments can me made 
via sending email to: oshc@pacluth.qld.edu.au where we will send 
you an email with link to enroll online. Note: enrolment in system is not 
complete until families receive email confirmation of enrolment.

Existing Families: Families who are currently enrolled in the system 
who have used the service before are required to complete and 
return the booking form via email or drop of copy to the service. Hard 
copies are available at the service in the sign/out area for families to 
complete. Families will receive email confirmation of bookings.

Our Program

The Vacation Care program is a collaborative effort with input 
from families and children! By listening to family feedback and 
children’s input, we create a program of themed days, incursions and 
excursions each holiday.

Excursions:  All children enrolled on excursion days must attend the 
excursion on the day unless they are sick as no staff members remain 
at the service. This ensures we maintain safe staff-to-child ratios. This 
is a condition of enrolment and is to assist with the child/staff ratio on 
excursions.

On excursion days we require children to arrive 15 minutes 
before scheduled departure time, so they are briefed on the 
details. For excursions, children are asked to bring a small backpack 
that they can carry with their food, water bottles and hats for the day.

Consent form: Parents are required to sign an excursion 
authorisation permission form on the morning of the excursion.

Please note:

•	 Some activities may incur extra fees to cover  
additional costs;

•	 The college Business Office will issue statements  
each fortnight via mail;

•	 Any families without a verified CRN number on file will be 
charged full fees. To obtain a CRN number, families need to 
contact Centrelink directly;

Fees and Charges

The cost of our Vacation Care service is as follows (before CCS 
applied): 

$56 at school program (2025)
$58 at school program (2026)

$84.50 incursion/excursion (2025)
$87.50 incursion/excursion (2026)

School holidays/Pupil free days

Policies and Procedures

Service Policies and procedures are available for all staff and families 
via the QR code in Sign in/out area and Service Leader office door 
along with hard copy. These policies are constantly revised as part 
of our Quality Improvement Plan and parental feedback is greatly 
appreciated. Staff members, families and children must follow these 
polices to ensure our Service complies with all legal and regulatory 
requirements. These policies are approved by Queensland Lutheran 
Early Childhood Service (QLECS).

Service
•	 Any cancellations made without 5 working days’ notice will incur 

the full cost of the day, including any excursion fees.



Information for Parents

Meet the Team

	D Deb Barwick: Service Leader / Educational Leader  - Diploma 
School Aged Education and Care

	D Hayden Morris: Lead Educator - Studying Masters of Primary 

Education

	D Joshua Adcock – Educational Leader/Acting Service Leader 
Associate degree of Learning Management

	D Lauren Player: Educator - Bachelor of Education (Secondary), 
Bachelor of Recreation and Outdoor Environmental Studies

	D Emma Stephens: Educator - Studying Honours in Occupational 
Therapy

	D Chloe Merrett: Educator - Studying Bachelor of Primary 
Education, Certificate III in Early Childhood Education and Care

	D Noah Taverner: Educator - Studying Diploma of Education

	D Nicole Gilder: Educator - Diploma of Child Care and Education

	D Hannah Thompson: Educator - Studying Masters Occupational 
Therapy

	D Alex Holden: Educator - Studying Masters of Primary Education

	D Joshua Smith: Educator - Studying Bachelor of Secondary 
Education

	D Katrien- Knox- Nielsen – Educator – Studying Bachelor of 

Primary Education

	D Lanni McDougall – Educator – Studying Bachelor of Primary 

Education

	D Cathy Briggs – Casual Educator – Diploma in Children’s 

Services 

	D Olivia Hutfield – Educator – Studying Bachelor of Primary 

Education 

	D Jemima Barnett – Educator – Studying Bachelor of Primary 

Education

	D Emily Carnell – Educator – Studying Bachelor of Nursing 

Science

	D Alexander Sloane – Educator – Studying Bachelor of Primary 

Education

	D Chaise Miles – Educator – Sudying Bachelor of Counseling.

Information for Parents

Food

Please note that daily meals are not provided. We ask that children 
come prepared each day with a lunch bag containing a refillable 
water bottle and their own morning tea, lunch, and afternoon tea. To 
keep food fresh and safe, please include a cooler brick. On special 
“Theme Days,” we may provide snacks or meals; please check the 
program schedule for these specific updates.

Personal Effects

Please leave personal toys and items at home. These belongings 
can easily be lost or damaged in a busy group environment. Please 
note that the Service is not responsible for the loss or damage of any 
personal property brought into the service. Children are not permitted 
to have mobile phones at the service, if a parent needs to contact 
their child, they are encouraged to call the Service or service mobile.

Health

Parents should advise the service of their child’s  particular health 
needs, including medication. Please make sure any medical or health 
needs are listed on the booking and enrolment forms. 

Medication

All medication must be given to a staff member and be clearly 
labelled. Our Service can only administer  medication to your child if:

•	 A parent / guardian has completed and returned a medication 
request form; and

•	 The medication has been prescribed by a medical practitioner, 
is clearly labelled and in its original packaging.

Food Allergies

Our Service operates under a strict nut-free policy. Please ensure 
that you read all food labels when packing your child’s meals as 
peanut butter, Nutella and some muesli bars are not permitted.If your 
child suffers any type of food allergy, please notify staff and include 
details on the booking and enrolment forms. If your child requires 
an epi-pen, please ensure that you provide the Service with an 
appropriate plan and the epi-pen must be sent on days when your 
child is at the Service.

Sun Smart Policy 

Children are required to wear sun smart clothing and a wide brim hat 
at all times when playing outside. If  children do not have appropriate 
sun smart clothing, they will be instructed to remain in the shade. Our 
Service does supply sunscreen, however if you child has  sensitive 
skin we encourage you to bring your own  sunscreen.

 Clothing

During Vacation Care, we ask that children wear comfortable clothing 
that is suitable for the scheduled activities. If any special clothing is 
required for certain activities it will be noted on the program.  The 
following guidelines should be adhered to:

•	 Sun smart clothing (no sleeveless shirts).

•	 Wide brim hats for outdoor activities.

•	 Appropriate footwear (closed in shoes).  
On swimming days, sandals will be allowed

•	 Change of clothes, depending on the activity.



Vacation Care Program

September  / October 2026

Mon 21st Sept | On Campus: OSHC’s Got Talent
The stage is set for OSHC Has Talent! During the morning, children 
will work individually or in groups to plan and practice an act such 
as singing, dancing, comedy, magic, drama or music. They will also 
create their own costumes, props and instruments before taking 
them to the stage for an exciting afternoon talent show.
Children are welcome to bring their own musical instruments, 
costumes and props to help bring their acts to life. We will 
provide the music!

Tues 22nd Sept | Excursion: The Great Sunshine Coast 
Bus Mystery!
Get ready for an exciting day of mystery, adventure and fun as we hit 
the road for The Great Sunshine Coast Mystery Bus Tour!
But there’s a twist… we won’t be telling you where we’re going! 
Along the way, children will receive a series of mystery clues to help 
them work out our secret destinations. Will you be able to crack the 
clues, solve the mystery and guess where the bus is heading next?  
From beaches and landmarks to games, challenges and surprises, 
every stop will bring a new adventure! Children must be at service 
by 8:30am                                                                                                          

Wed 23rd Sept | On Campus: Messy Science & Sensory 
Fun Day
Get ready for a day full of squish, slimy, foamy and fluffy fun!  Children 
will kick off the day with a creative sensory collage, exploring different 
textures, colours and materials while creating their own unique 
artwork. Then it’s time to get messy with an exciting line-up of hands-
on activities, including:
Ooey Gooey goop Lab – mix, squish and explore the fascinating 
world of goop!
Sand Foam Construction – build, mould and create with this fun 
sensory material.
Quicksand Animal rescue – work together to rescue animals 
trapped in our sensory quicksand!
Cloud Dough – scoop, squish, mould and play with soft, fluffy cloud 
dough.
It’s a day packed with sensory exploration, creativity, science and 
plenty of messy fun!
Please note: Children should wear old clothes suitable for messy 
play and activities.

Thurs 24th Sept  |  Incursion: Bubble Soccer
Get ready to bounce, bump, roll and laugh! Children will climb inside 
giant inflatable bubble suits and participate in a range of exciting, 
games and challenges. Everyone will have opportunities to get 
active, develop teamwork skills and enjoy plenty of bubble-filled fun!  
Children will take on a variety of exciting challenges, including Tag 
& Relays, Bubble Soccer, King of the Ring, Last Man Standing and 
Protect the Area.  Get creative using Bubble warp through art and 
craft throughout the day. Note: Suitable  clothing must be worn, no 
skirts, dresses. Long Pants are permitted but we suggest shorts 
as children will get hot and sweaty while playing. Children are 
required to be wearing runners

Fri 25th Sept |  On Campus: Gardening Day - Grow, 
Create & Explore
Get ready for a fun-filled day of gardening, creativity and outdoor explo-
ration! Children will have the opportunity to get their hands dirty and 
connect with nature. Children will design and create their own very silly 

grass heads, using their imagination to bring funny characters to life.  
We’ll plant and care for our very own lavender & rosemary herb garden. 
Children will help develop our garden area by planting and caring for 
various plants. The OSHC yard will become a place for imaginative play 
and discovery as children build shelters and cubbies throughout the 
day.  It’s a day filled with muddy hands, big imaginations, and plenty of 
opportunities to play, create and connect with nature.

Mon 28th Sept  | On Campus: Mario Cart Day
Start your engines for a fun-filled Mario Kart Grand Prix Day! Children 
will design and build their own Mario-inspired karts before putting 
their creations to the test in an exciting afternoon racing their mates. 
There will be plenty of creativity, teamwork, movement and friendly 
competition as children race toward the finish line. Children are 
welcome to bring in cardboard boxes and recycled items for 
their creation.

Tues 29th Sept |  Incursion: Chess Crusaders
The Chess Crusaders program is perfect for all abilities, even 
complete beginners. Children have the opportunity to develop 
the skills and so many more as they navigate through this chess 
crusaders incursion.  The incursion gives children the chance to learn 

the fundamentals of chess through fun games, stories and puzzles.

Wed 30th Sept | Excursion: Movies - The Forgotten 
Island
Get ready for a fun-filled movie adventure! We are off to the cinema 
to see Forgotten Island. They’ll enjoy the excitement of a big-screen 
movie, delicious cinema treats, and spending the day together with 
their friends. It’s sure to be a fantastic holiday outing filled with fun, 
laughter and adventure! Children can design their own magical island 
being inspired from the movie. Children must be at service by 
8:30am. 

Thurs 1st Oct | On Campus: Minion Mayhem Day
Get ready for a fun-filled day of Minion-inspired adventures! We’ll kick 
things off with Pin the Goggles on the Minion and Minions Memory, 
putting everyone’s skills and laughter to the test. Then it’s time to get 
creative as children design their own Minion glasses, clay Minion 
character creations, and make a Minion puppet to take home. In the 
afternoon, we’ll finish the day with a hilarious Minions Spoon Relay 
– Pass the Banana Lollie, where teamwork, balance, and plenty of 
giggles are guaranteed! Come dressed as a Minion or show your 
Minion spirit by wearing your favourite Minions colours!

Fri 2nd Oct  | On Campus: Make it Creations Day
Get ready to create, imagine and make something amazing at our 
Make It Creations Day! 
Children will become creative inventors, using their imaginations 
and a collection of recycled and reusable materials to transform 
everyday items into something completely new. From cardboard and 
containers to bottle tops, paper rolls and other recycled treasures, the 
possibilities are endless! 
This fun-filled day is all about sustainability, creativity and thinking 
outside the box.  Children will learn how small changes can help 
reduce waste while discovering that one person’s rubbish can 
become another person’s masterpiece!
Bring your creativity and get ready to Make It Creations.
Note: Children are welcome to bring in recycled items to add to 
their creations.                    


