
Vacation Care Service
Our Service

Welcome to Pacific Lutheran College’s Vacation Care Service. 
We look forward to caring for your child during school holidays 
and providing an environment where they can learn, relax 
and play. Our Service provides a caring, safe and secure 
environment for children and families from Pacific Lutheran 
College as well as the local  community. Our Service aims to 
foster creativity and  support co-operative learning though 
activities that are both fun and challenging. Our program 
is tailored to ensure all children’s interests and abilities are 
considered through a variety of recreational leisure activities.

The ethos of our Vacation Care service supports and 
embraces the Christian values of Pacific Lutheran College.

Meet the Team

	D Deb Barwick: Educational Leader - Service Leader and 
Educational Leader  - Diploma School Aged Education and Care

	D Hayden Morris: Lead Educator - Studying Masters of Primary 

Education

	D Lauren Player: Educator - Bachelor of Education (Secondary), 
Bachelor of Recreation and Outdoor Environmental Studies

	D Chloe Merrett: Educator - Studying Bachelor of Primary 
Education, Certificate III in Early Childhood Education and Care

	D Noah Taverner: Educator - Studying Bachelor of Secondary 
Education

	D Nicole Gilder: Educator - Diploma of Child Care and Education

	D Hannah Thompson: Educator - Studying Masters Occupational 
Therapy

	D Alex Holden: Educator - Studying Masters of Primary Education

	D Joshua Smith: Educator - Studying Bachelor of Secondary 
Education

	D Katrien- Knox- Nielsen – Educator – Studying Bachelor of 

Primary Education

	D Lanni McDougall – Educator – studying bachelor of primary 

education

	D Cathy Briggs – Casual Educator – Diploma in Children’s Services 

	D Olivia Hutfield – Educator – Studying Bachelor of Primary 

Education 

	D Jemima Barnett – Educator – Studying Bachelor of Primary 

Education

Our Staff

Our highly qualified staff members are experienced educators 
who will support your child’s interests and individual needs. All 
staff are qualified in accordance with the guidelines set in the 
Education and Care Services National Law (Queensland) Act 
2011 and National  Regulations. 

Key Facts
At the Service:

Excursions:

Water activities:

15 children      to

to

to

8 children      

5 children      

1 staff member

1 staff member

1 staff member

All staff members have completed first aid training, which includes 

asthma and anaphylaxis training in the use of various medical 

devices such as Epi-pens. 

Hours of Operation

Our Vacation Care Service operates from 6.30am to 6.00pm during 
school holidays and pupil free days. The Service will be closed on 
public holidays and for two weeks over the Christmas and New Year 
period.

How to Enrol

New families: Families must be enrolled in the system before 
bookings can be made for Vacation Care. Enrolments can me made 
via sending email to: oshc@pacluth.qld.edu.au where we will send 
you an email with link to enroll online. Note: enrolment in system is not 
complete until families receive email confirmation of enrolment.

Existing Families: Families who are currently enrolled in the system 
who have used the service before are required to complete and 
return the booking form via email or drop of copy to the service. Hard 
copies are available at the service in the sign/out area for families to 
complete. Families will receive email confirmation of bookings.

Please note:

•	 Some activities may incur extra fees to cover  
additional costs;

•	 The college Business Office will issue statements  
each fortnight via mail;

•	 Any families without a verified CRN number on file will be 
charged full fees. To obtain a CRN number, families need to 
contact Centrelink directly;

•	 Any cancellations made without 5 working days’ notice will incur 
the full cost of the day, including any excursion fees.

Fees and Charges

The cost of our Vacation Care service is as follows (before CCS 
applied): 

$56 at school program (2025)
$58 at school program (2026)

$84.50 incursion/excursion (2025)
$87.50 incursion/excursion (2026)

School holidays/Pupil free days



Our Program

The Vacation Care program is a collaborative effort with input 
from families and children! By listening to family feedback and 
children’s input, we create a program of themed days, incursions and 
excursions each holiday.

Excursions:  All children enrolled on excursion days must attend the 
excursion on the day unless they are sick as no staff members remain 
at the service. This ensures we maintain safe staff-to-child ratios. This 
is a condition of enrolment and is to assist with the child/staff ratio on 
excursions.

On excursion days we require children to arrive 15 minutes before 
scheduled departure time, so they are briefed on the details. For 
excursions, children are asked to bring a small backpack that they 
can carry with their food, water bottles and hats for the day.

Consent form: Parents are required to sign an excursion 
authorisation permission form on the morning of the excursion.

Health

Parents should advise the service of their child’s  particular health 
needs, including medication. Please make sure any medical or health 
needs are listed on the booking and enrolment forms. 

Medication

All medication must be given to a staff member and be clearly 
labelled. Our Service can only administer  medication to your child if:

•	 A parent / guardian has completed and returned a medication 
request form; and

•	 The medication has been prescribed by a medical practitioner, 
is clearly labelled and in its original packaging.

 
Food Allergies

Our Service operates under a strict nut-free policy. Please ensure 
that you read all food labels when packing your child’s meals as 
peanut butter, Nutella and some muesli bars are not permitted. If your 
child suffers any type of food allergy, please notify staff and include 
details on the booking and enrolment forms. If your child requires 
an epi-pen, please ensure that you provide the Service with an 
appropriate plan and the epi-pen must be sent on days when your 
child is at the Service.

Sun Smart Policy 

Children are required to wear sun smart clothing and a wide brim hat 
at all times when playing outside. If  children do not have appropriate 
sun smart clothing, they will be instructed to remain in the shade. Our 
Service does supply sunscreen, however if you child has  sensitive 
skin we encourage you to bring your own  sunscreen.

Information for Parents

Policies and Procedures

Service Policies and procedures are available for all staff and families 
via the QR code in Sign in/out area and Service Leader office door 
along with hard copy. These policies are constantly revised as part 
of our Quality Improvement Plan and parental feedback is greatly 
appreciated. Staff members, families and children must follow these 
polices to ensure our Service complies with all legal and regulatory 
requirements. These policies are approved by Queensland Lutheran 
Early Childhood Service (QLECS).

Clothing

During Vacation Care, we ask that children wear comfortable clothing 
that is suitable for the scheduled activities. If any special clothing is 
required for certain activities it will be noted on the program.  The 
following guidelines should be adhered to:

•	 Sun smart clothing (no sleeveless shirts).

•	 Wide brim hats for outdoor activities.

•	 Appropriate footwear (closed in shoes).  
On swimming days, sandals will be allowed

•	 Change of clothes, depending on the activity.

Food

Please note that daily meals are not provided. We ask that children 
come prepared each day with a lunch bag containing a refillable 
water bottle and their own morning tea, lunch, and afternoon tea. To 
keep food fresh and safe, please include a cooler brick. On special 
“Theme Days,” we may provide snacks or meals; please check the 
program schedule for these specific updates.

Personal Effects

Please leave personal toys and items at home. These belongings 
can easily be lost or damaged in a busy group environment. Please 
note that the Service is not responsible for the loss or damage of any 
personal property brought into the service. Children are not permitted 
to have mobile phones at the service, if a parent needs to contact 
their child, they are encouraged to call the Service or service mobile.



Vacation Care Program

April 2026

Tuesday 7th April 
On Campus: Minion Mayhem
Get ready for a Minion Mayhem Vacation Care Day full of mischief 
and creativity! Children will craft their own paper plate Minions, create 
fun Minion bookmarks to take home, and get messy with Minion 
rock painting. The fun continues with Minion playdough, where 
imaginations can run wild shaping silly Minion characters. It’s a bright, 
playful day packed with laughs, creativity, and lots of banana-worthy 
fun! 

Wednesday 8th April
Excursion: Yandina Ginger Factory 
Get ready for an action-packed day of discovery and magic at 
Yandina’s most iconic destination!
Zog’s Forest Adventure:  We will ffollow the enchanted rainforest 
trail on a quest to find Zog, Princess Pearl, and Madam Dragon. It’s 
an immersive journey through the trees where imagination runs wild. 
The Rainbrella Project:  look up! We’re taking a stroll through a 
spectacular canopy of hundreds of rainbow umbrellas.
The “Overboard” Boat Ride: Hop aboard for a water-bound trip 
around the world! With over 200 handmade moving puppets, we’ll 
see if our ginger friend can outsmart those hungry chefs.
The Ginger Train: we’ll take a ride on the train to soak in the sights of 
the park and learn about Yandina’s ginger history.                                                                                                                                

Thursday 9th April 
Incursion: Bricks4Kids Lego
Step out of the screen and into a world of endless possibilities! Our 
Mining & Crafting Incursion brings the pixelated magic of Minecraft™ 
to life with thousands of LEGO® bricks. This isn’t just about playing, 
it’s about teamwork, problem-solving, and bringing digital dreams into 
the physical world through high-energy, 100% screen-free fun! Go 
beyond static builds! Use specialized kits to create motorised mobs 
and machines that move. Design and construct your own survival 
bases and shelters to stay safe from the creepers. Get creative at 
our “Crafting table” to design and build your very own custom Lego 
people characters. Put your skills to the test! Challenge your friends 
and educators in the Ultimate Lego challenge. 

Friday 10th April 
On Campus: Get ready for things that fly and surprise
Buckle up for a high-energy day of engineering and art! We’re diving 
into a world of motion where creativity meets the laws of physics. 
Whether it’s catching a breeze or winding up for speed, there’s 
something for every young maker to enjoy.
•	 Folded Paper Drawing Challenge: It’s art with a twist! Create 

“hidden” masterpieces that transform and reveal a surprise 
when unfolded.

•	 Paper Wind Wheels: Catch the air and watch the colours spin 
as we build classic, vibrant whirligigs.

•	 Wind-Up Mechanisms: Explore the power of potential energy! 
We’ll be building and testing gadgets that move all on their own.

•	 Foam Plane Gliders: Take to the skies! Kids will assemble and 
decorate their own gliders, then head outside to see whose 
design can catch the best thermal.  

•	 Origami: learn origami with a variety of projects for all skill levels. 

Monday 13th April
Incursion: Superhero Training Squad
Have you ever wanted to Lasso like Wonder Woman, move like Spider-
man, or defend the planet? Take one big adventurous leap and leave 
your alto ego behind as you discover your inner superhero in this action 
packed fun physical activity.
•	 Play superhero games, discover your superhero name, learn su-

per-circus skills, complete the circus of superhero thrills and spills, 
and become the world’s newest superhero.

•	 Meet your incredibly talented Superhero Trainer
•	 Witness a demonstration of their Super skills
•	 Superhero soundtrack
•	 Use imagination and physical skills to become your own unique 

superhero
•	 Children will learn to defend the earth with lassos, ninja staff, shield 

skills, Nun-chucks and their own strong muscles!
Craft your signature shield and design your superhero powers cape.

Tuesday 14th April
On Campus: OSHC Olympics
Dust off your sneakers and get your game face on – the OSHC 
Olympic games have arrived! We’re turning the OSHC into a 
world-class stadium for a day of high-energy fun and legendary 
sportsmanship. Here’s what’s on the program: 
•	 The Torch Relay: Kick things off in the “Olympic Village” by 

crafting your very own torch. Once they’re ready, we’ll carry 
them high for our races with a twist. 

•	 Races with a Twist: Think you’re fast? Wait until you try our 
“Wacky Sprints”—where the rules change every time the whistle 
blows.

•	 The Ultimate Obstacle Course: Can you scramble, hop, and 
weave your way to the finish line? Our custom-built course will 
test your agility and speed. 

•	 Pool Noodle Javelin: Aim for the horizon! We’re using “safety 
spears” to see who can throw the furthest distance in our field 
event. 

•	 The Equestrian Challenge: Giddy up! Navigate our show-
jumping track in this hilarious and hurdles-filled “hobby horse” 
event. Pickleball Fever: Join the craze! We’re hitting the courts 
for a fast-paced game of pickleball—the ultimate test of reflexes 
and teamwork. No Olympic day is complete without a trip to the 
podium! We’ll wrap up with a Medal Presentation to celebrate 
everyone’s “Personal Best,” followed by a well-earned Zooper 
Dooper iceblock to cool down.

•	 Don’t forget: Wear your favourite sporty gear or your country’s 
colours!                                          



Vacation Care Program

Wednesday 15th April
On Campus: Scoop up the Fun Ice-cream Extravaganza
The coolest day of the holidays! We’re turning OSHC into a giant 
sundae of fun. It’s going to be a “legen-dairy” day full of science, art 
and of course, plenty of sprinkles.
•	 We’ll kick things off by testing your skills with an Ice Cream 

Memory Game and a variety of tabletop board games.
•	 Science You Can Eat: Become a kitchen chemist with our Ice-

Cream in a Bag experiment.
•	 Discover how ice and salt work their magic to turn liquid cream 

into a frozen treat! 
•	 Sweet Artistry: Get creative with Puffy Paint Ice Cream 

Cones. We’ll be mixing up special textured paint to create 3D 
masterpieces that look good enough to eat. 

•	 Blindfolded Sundae Scoop: Can you build a sundae when you 
can’t see the bowl? 

•	 The Melting Race: A frosty science experiment to see which 
conditions make ice melt the fastest.

•	 The Grand Finale: Finish the day at our Ultimate Ice Cream 
Station! Design your own dream dessert with all the toppings, 
sauces and scoops you can handle. 

•	 Parents: Please ensure your child’s dietary requirements and 
allergies are up to date on their profile, as we will be handling 
dairy and various toppings.

Thursday 16th April
Excursion: The Ultimate Outdoor Odyssey
Start the day with experimenting with watercolour spray art to create 
misty, nature-inspired masterpieces. Morning Masterpieces & Park 
Odysseys! Kick off the morning by experimenting with watercolour 
spray art to create misty, nature-inspired masterpieces. Then, gear up 
for an epic outdoor double-header!
First stop: Bokarina Park, where we’ll conquer the rock walls, crawl 
through tunnels, and splash at the water pump. After morning tea, 
we’re back on the bus to take on a 60-metre flying fox and a massive 
8-metre climbing frame at the Baringa Forest Park! We’ll slow things 
down with some Art in the Park, sketching the landscapes around us, 
before finishing the day with a sausage sizzle picnic and high-energy 
ball games. 
Don’t forget: Please pack a hat, wear runners, and a refillable water 
bottle. It’s going to be a brilliant day of sunshine and sketching!

Friday 17th December
On Campus: The ultimate rotation day create and play
Join us for a high-energy day of rotating adventures! We’ll kick things 
off with Rainbow Scratch Art, where you’ll use magic styluses to 
uncover hidden colours. Then, get crafty at our Paper Mâché Design 
Studio to build your own textured photo frames. Design your own 
custom accessories at the Loom & Bead Studio. Mix vibrant bands 
with sparkling beads to create one-of-a-kind bracelets and charms.
Need to burn some energy? Head to the oval for Tennis, Soccer, 
and Parachute Games! Finally, we’ll fill the sky with wonder during our 
Wand & Wave Bubble Fest. Which rotation will be your favourite?

Monday 20th April
On Campus:  Mad Science and Mystery
Is your mind playing tricks on you, or is that just science? Today we’re 
diving headfirst into the weird, the wild, and the wonderful world of 
STEM.
•	 Children will explore the world of Optical Illusions, discovering 

how our brains can be “hacked” by colours and shapes.
•	 Then, things get hair-raising with Static Patterns. We’ll use 

electric balloons to bend water and make paper dance, proving 
that there’s an invisible force all around us.

•	 Explore the Magic of Air to see how it moves objects, followed 
by the classic Float or Sink challenge.

•	 We’ll also dive deep into Surface Tension; learning how “water 
skin” works and how we can break it with just a drop of soap. 
Patience meets power in our final experiments! By growing your 
own shimmering crystals to take home.

•	 Coke & Mentos: The grand finale! We’re heading outside to 
witness the ultimate chemical reaction. Watch out—it’s going to 
be a blast!


