
 

 

MADALAH Indigenous Scholarship 
 

Overview 
Penrhos is proud to partner with MADALAH to provide Secondary School Scholarships for 

Indigenous students from remote, regional and metropolitan areas in Western Australia.  

 

MADALAH Limited is a not-for-profit organisation that offers secondary and tertiary education scholarships 

for Indigenous students – primarily from remote and regional communities – to WA’s leading boarding 

schools and Australian universities. 

 

MADALAH Indigenous Scholarships provide a grant payment for the remainder of Secondary School 

studies at Penrhos. These scholarships are administered by MADALAH on behalf of the National 

Indigenous Australians Agency (NIAA).  

 

• A MADALAH Indigenous Scholarship entitles the recipient to the stipulated grant payment 

per year only 

• Additional fees include textbooks, uniforms, excursions, technology fees, individual subject 

fees or boarding fees need to be considered 

• Please see the College website for the full outline of fees and charges 

 

We are seeking students who demonstrate all-round effort and achievement, and who combine a 

positive attitude to their academic study with the willingness to embrace new challenges. 

 

Eligibility 
Penrhos is a partner school with MADALAH and therefore enrolled students may be eligible. 

 

Scholarships are eligible to students entering Years 7-9 in 2027 (DAY places).  

Scholarships are eligible to students entering Year 7 in 2027 (BOARDING places).  

 

Applicants must: 

• Be of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander descent and be able to provide proof of descent 

• Be eligible for ABSTUDY and/or meet any gap payments 

• Applicants must have a good school attendance and behaviour record 

• Applicants must have a home location in Western Australia 

 

Application requirements 

• Applicant’s birth certificate 

• Applicant’s two most recent school reports (to be uploaded to online application) 

• Applicants more recent NAPLAN tests (to be uploaded to online application) 

https://www.penrhos.wa.edu.au/enrolments/fees-and-charges


 

 

• Student personal statement outlining why they wish to attend Penrhos College 

• Parent statement outlining why you wish your daughter to be considered for a Penrhos 

MADALAH scholarship 

• Teacher/character reference 

• Complete online application form on penrhos.wa.edu.au AND 

https://madalah.com.au/madalah-scholarships 

 

Application criteria  

Academics, achievement and commitment 

Students should be able to demonstrate:  

• That they have good study and homework habits 

• That their literacy and numeracy levels will enable them to cope with the study load at 

Penrhos 

• That they have outstanding achievement or proven endeavour to achieve to reach 

outstanding achievement in at least one area, including sport, drama, music, leadership 

and/or academic studies 

• They are committed to Secondary Studies at Penrhos College until the end of Year 12 

 

Attitude  

Students should demonstrate:  

• A positive attitude to learning 

• Ability to adjust to a new learning environment and different academic standards 

• Ability to relate well with people from many different backgrounds and interact positively 

with various members of the Penrhos community 

 

Parent support  

• Parents or guardians must demonstrate appreciation for the importance of a good education 

• Parents or guardians must be contactable via phone or email at all times 

• A financial contribution from parents underpins our arrangement with MADALAH, since 

ongoing financial investment confirms a family’s ongoing commitment and support for their 

daughter’s attendance at Penrhos 

 

 

(see next page) 

 

  

http://www.penrhos.wa.edu.au/enrolments/scholarships
https://madalah.com.au/madalah-scholarships


 

 

MADALAH Scholarship grant and ABSTUDY  

A MADALAH Scholarship offers a grant of $20,000 per academic year (*based on 2026 figures). 

The scholarships along with ABSTUDY and parent contributions cover tuition and boarding fees 

(approximately $55,000 per year for a boarding place).  

 

Please note that to be eligible for a MADALAH Scholarship you will need to be eligible for 

ABSTUDY and/or be able to make any gap payment. If you are not already in receipt of ABSTUDY 

please apply as soon as possible as this process can take several weeks.  

For more information about ABSTUDY you can either visit your local Centrelink branch, visit the 

website or call 1800 132 317.  

 

At point of enrolment and once ABSTUDY payments are confirmed, accounts will advise the 

required parent contribution. Please note the amount of financial contribution required from parents 

will vary based on ABSTUDY eligibility. The level of financial contribution is reviewed on an 

individual and highly confidential basis, with the expectation that families/communities will contribute 

according to their capacity.  

 

The Scholarship does not cover the provision of textbooks, IT equipment, pocket money or other 

voluntary College activities including optional excursions, camps and tours. The College will waive 

the Family Confirming Fee (over $6,978) for MADALAH Scholarship recipients and cover 50% of the 

initial uniform costs.  

 

 

(see next page) 

 

  

https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/services/centrelink/abstudy


 

 

Process and key dates 

Each year the College receives a large number of applications with a limited number of Scholarships 

available. MADALAH is unable to advise the number of Scholarships Penrhos will receive until 

finalised in September. We appreciate that this is a long waiting period for families and seek your 

patience and understanding.  

 

Monday, 24 November 2025 Applications open 

 

Friday, 26 June 2026 

 

Penrhos applications close (applications to be completed via 

https://penrhos.wa.edu.au/enrolments/scholarships-bursaries/) 

 

Friday, 26 June 2026 

 

 

August 2026 

MADALAH Scholarships close (applications to be completed via  

https://madalah.com.au/madalah-scholarships/) 

 

Shortlisted applicants advised and invited for interview  

 

September 2026 MADALAH to announce successful Scholarship recipients  

(Applicants that are not shortlisted/successful are also advised at 

this point) 

 

  

Friday, 30 October 2026  New student orientation  

  

If you have any questions regarding The Penrhos MADALAH Indigenous Scholarship, please contact 

the College’s Enrolments office, or Cultural Program Co-ordinator.  

 

Penrhos Enrolments office 

+61 8 9368 9672 

enrol@penrhos.wa.edu.au 

 

Jess O’Donnell 

Cultural Program Co-ordinator 

+61 8 9368 9716 

ODonnJ@penrhos.wa.edu.au 

 

  

https://penrhos.wa.edu.au/enrolments/scholarships-bursaries/
https://madalah.com.au/madalah-scholarships/
mailto:enrol@penrhos.wa.edu.au
mailto:ODonnJ@penrhos.wa.edu.au


 

 

Application Checklist 
 

Please refer to the following checklist to ensure you have everything ready to go to successfully 

complete your online application. 

 

Applications for a MADALAH Indigenous Scholarships need to be made at both 

websites: 

• penrhos.wa.edu.au 

• https://madalah.com.au/madalah-scholarships 

 

 

Checklist 
□ Student’s birth certificate 

□ Proof of descent provided by the appropriate Aboriginal Corporation or Government 

Department of Communities 

□ 2025 Semester 1 and Semester 2 school reports  

□ Most recent NAPLAN test results 

□ Personal statements (student and parent) 

□ Reference (teacher/character) 

□ Application completed on Penrhos website 

□ Application completed on MADALAH website 

 

 

Applications close: Friday, 26 June 2026 at 5pm AWST 

Shortlisted applicants will be contacted for an interview once our process has been completed 

(August 2026). 

All applicants will be notified of the outcome of their submission. 

 

 

http://www.penrhos.wa.edu.au/enrolments/scholarships
https://madalah.com.au/madalah-scholarships

