OLMC Alumnae Association
2025 President’s Report

On behalf of the OLMC Parramatta Alumnae, | acknowledge that our College is situated on the
land of the Burramattagal of the Dhurag nation, and pay respect to the elders, past and present,
and their ancestors.

This AGM is conducted in the College Library and also welcomes alumna participating online. Our
sincere thanks extends to Ms Lucie Farrugia, College Principal, along with College staff members
Julie McIntyre and Veronica Mouawad, for their wholehearted support and assistance
throughout the year to the Alumnae Committee.

At the 2024 Year 12 Graduation Assembly the Alumnae sponsored financial prizes awarded to
Gabrielle Blaine (HSC Academic All Rounder) and Ruwindri Parndigamage (Catherine McAuley
Award). From the 2025, the College has determined there would be no financial gift awarded to
any students. Instead, the Alumnae Committee endorsed the proposal to contribute to the
purchase of a tangible item for each outgoing Year 12 student, our future alumnae. During the
2025 Year 12 Reflection Day, Ann-Marie Herd (Director of Student Wellbeing and OLMC
alumnae) spoke to the Year 12 cohort about their Mercy journey and the enduring link to OLMC.
The students received the gift of a rosary bracelet and prayer card. Approximately $1,700 was
allocated for this initiative.

At the annual Celebration of Achievement event, the 2025 Alumnae Scholarship recipient was
announced. We congratulate Eloise Atkinson and welcome her sponsor and mother, Danielle
Atkinson (Hodda, 1992), onto the Alumnae Committee.

The annual College Open Day in March was supported by Committee members providing a
personal connection with their alma mater alongside the displays of past uniforms and historic
photos laid out in the Stanley Room.

The 2024 Catherine McAuley Alumnae Award recipient, Leesa Topic (Mulhall, Class of 1984), was
recognised at a College Assembly in March for her unwavering commitment to mental health
education and advocacy. In recent years Leesa has collaborated with NSW Police and the Mental
Health Intervention Team, sharing her family’s experiences and helping shape training programs
for frontline officers. This work seeks to ensure the best possible outcome for individuals in crisis
and their families at their most vulnerable times. In closing her address, Leesa reminded the girls
to “cherish your friendships, for it is these friends who will support you through the challenges
in your lives”. All ex-students are encouraged to nominate an OLMC Parramatta ex-student for
this award. Nomination forms can be submitted via the Alumnae page on the College website.

Alumnae remain connected with College developments and news through the bi-annual
OLMsCene magazine, the Alumnae eNewsletter; and on the College social media pages. We thank
the College’s Advancement Team for their creative presentation of interesting and memorable
content.

The 2025 annual Reunion Day in September commenced with Mass celebrated by Fr Walter
Fogarty, College Chaplain and Parish Priest of Sacred Heart Parish Westmead, in the Mother Mary



Clare Dunphy Memorial Chapel. Special thanks are extended to the College String Ensemble and
Belinda Angilletta, Head of Performing Arts, for their accompaniment during the Mass. We are
privileged that musicianship remains a priority at the College and is a gift readily offered to the
Alumnae on Reunion Day. This year 80 enthusiastic alumnae toured the College grounds. Guiding
each tour group were our Alumnae Scholarship recipients and College Staff. A canapé luncheon
followed at Club Parramatta overlooking Parramatta Park.

On this occasion milestone year groups were well represented. For the classes of 1965, 1975,
1995 and 2005, classmates came together to enjoy memories, laughter and friendship. The Class
of 1965, also held a separate function the day before which saw over 30 gathered for their
celebration. We welcomed a large group from the Class of 2000 celebrating 25 years.

The Committee extends its sincere thanks to the College’s Advancement Team for their
organisation behind the scenes, and encouragement of Milestone Year alumna to gather.
Reunion Day photos can be accessed on the College website.

The Committee sincerely thank the many individual alumna who contribute their time and
talents throughout the year to support the Career Breakfasts and the Women in Leadership
Forum. The knowledge, connections and networks generously shared are very much appreciated
by students and staff.

Alumnae funds are contributed to a range of College events across the year, including the initial
distribution of the College hats in Term 4, 2024; new archive cabinets to update the Stanley
Room; and ongoing support for activities enjoyed by students at the annual Mercy Day event.
These initiatives are in addition to the annual contribution towards the Alumnae Scholarship.

Through this report | sincerely thank each individual Committee member for their commitment:

Vice President: Grace Thomson (Blahut, 1977)
Secretary/Treasurer: Andrea Kohler (1983)
Deputy Secretary/Treasurer: Angela Green (Kenny, 1987)

Ordinary Members:

Denise Humphries (Klein, 1967)
Helene Lovell (1997)

Kathy McGiffen (Krivanek, 1985)
Mary-Anne Stenning (Ignacz, 1983)
Marjanna Gilchrist (Ziolkowski, 1977)
Connie Bainey (2014)

Catherine Anastasio (Foti, 1996)
Gabby Scanlon (1995)

Danielle Atkinson (Hodda, 1992)



This Committee is an enthusiastic group of ex-students who ensure an ongoing and supportive
partnership with the College community.

On behalf of the Alumnae, | take this opportunity to extend our best wishes to the 2025 Year 12
student cohort. We applaud the many initiatives and supports offered by College staff to prepare
the girls with knowledge, poise and resilience for the HSC and life beyond the College gates.

Christine Robertson (Zadro, 1970)
OLMC Alumnae Association
President



