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A well-rounded education

MINDFUL AND ALERT TO THE CALL FOR CREATIVITY

In our students’ own words...

“

From the

Ormiston College reflects the individual spirit, integrity and values
of a co-educational, independent, non-denominational Christian school,
catering for students from Prep through to Year 12.

Editor
Each time I commence a new edition of the Oracle, I experience two totally
different predicaments. Firstly, the ‘excitement’ at the thought of the many
blank pages that lie ahead. Secondly, the ‘dilemma’ of having to choose which,
out of the myriad of great newsworthy happenings, I can squeeze into one
edition of the magazine. It is NOT easy.

T

here are so many inspiring, spirited and amazing things happening throughout the entire
campus, from Prep through to Year 12, on a daily basis. One can safely say, ‘Ormiston College
provides a well-rounded education’ and that is the theme for this edition.
We pride ourselves on giving our students every opportunity to reach their full potential,
academically, emotionally, physically and socially. There are school camps, excursions, sports, new
assignments in the Centre for Learning and Innovation, collaboration on projects, mateship and
teamwork, music, art, science experiments, competitions, oral presentations and continuing academic
achievements, the list goes on.
If you could spend the time here alongside your children, you would certainly experience the
diversity and the life skills they are exposed to everyday. As that is not possible – the following pages
will allow you a brief glimpse into some of the latest happenings and accomplishments of Semester 2.
Plus, you may enjoy reading some of the views, remarks and comments the students are making about
‘their’ school.

”
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“

Our Centre for Learning and Innovation has become a vibrant
hub of activity. Its popularity with students and teaching staff has been
extremely gratifying.

”

From the

Headmaster
It has certainly been a progressive, stimulating and rewarding year for the
entire College community. Progressive because we experienced successful
advancement through the attainment of many of our goals; Stimulating
because students, staff and College families are receiving untold benefits
from the strategic priorities we set ourselves; Rewarding because we are not
only achieving beyond our own expectations, we are being recognised and
awarded by leaders in the field of education and technology.

T

he announcement of the 2019
Australian Education Award for
Innovation in Curriculum Design was a
proud moment for the College as it was
an award that so many people contributed
towards. Another proud moment was the
announcement by the Queensland Branch
of the Australian Council for Educational
Leaders, who presented the award for
Excellence in Educational Leadership to our
Deputy Head of College. Two more staff
members received recognition as Microsoft
Innovative Educator Experts, bringing our
total up to six, which is quite an outstanding
achievement for a school. Plus, Edutech Asia
has announced our nomination for three of
their major awards.
On the student front: Music, Drama
and Humanities students have also been
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recipients of numerous accolades; plus, our
sports teams have provided many exciting
interschool challenges in TAS and Junior
TAS competitions.
Our Centre for Learning and Innovation
has become a vibrant hub of activity. Its
popularity with students and teaching staff
has been extremely gratifying. Its use and
adaptability are remarkable; not surprising
that it received two separate architecture and
construction awards for its functional design.
All in all, we have had a remarkable year.
The following pages capture some of the
memorable moments from our second
semester. Please enjoy.

Brett Webster
HEADMASTER
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Congratulations

Ormiston College

A GREAT TRIBUTE

TO OUR STAFF
In June, we were extremely honoured to be named as a finalist
in several categories of this year’s Australian Education Awards.
Finalists represent the very best in the education sector, both
Government and Non-Government, Australia wide. This not only
bestowed merit upon the College, but also recognition for the
extraordinary work of our teachers and administrators from Prep to
Year 12.

I

INNOVATION IN
CURRICULUM DESIGN
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n Sydney, on 16 August, at
the 2019 Australian Education
Awards Ceremony, Ormiston
College was officially announced
as the Winner of the Innovation in
Curriculum Design Award. This was an
enormous achievement for our school
as it reflected upon the application,
enterprise, accomplishment and
ingenuity of our staff. So many people
are to be congratulated for their part
in this national award.

approach in the delivery of curriculum

The award acknowledges the
evolution of the Ormiston College
Teaching and Learning Framework
over many years. It recognises how
the change process was driven by
our teachers, heads of departments
and executive staff – the past
teamwork and collaborative process,
incorporating the key elements of the
Dimensions of Learning Framework,
21st Century Learning Design and how
we set the scene for our innovative
Ormiston College environment. It
characterises our academic rigour
along with the necessary advanced

environment of the beautiful campus

and appropriate development of 21st
century skills.
If you ask an Ormiston College
student what they love about
their school, their answers will
include things such as: it is safe and
supportive, friendly and welcoming
and that the teachers really care
about their individual learning. They
also love that it is innovative and
enjoy the world-class facilities and
in which they learn.
As members of the Ormiston
College community, we can feel very
proud of the meaningful award, as it
mirrors the excellence and quality of
the Ormiston College education.
Ormiston College continues to
expand its excellent reputation,
both locally and globally. Our
latest accolade, the 2019 Australian
Education Award for Innovation in
Curriculum Design, is one of which we
can all be very proud.
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“

What do you do with an idea? You change the world.

”

DESIGN THINKING PROCESS

Kobi Yamada

PROTOTYPE
EMPATHISE

Ormiston College

TEACHING AND LEARNING FRAMEWORK
AMANDA BOWKER
Dean of Teaching and Learning

In a rapidly changing world, it is easy to get lost in new agendas, new initiatives
and new fads. The world of education is no different as changes to curriculum,
emerging technologies and different priorities are constantly bombarding schools and
educators.
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In order for our students to be successful,
we highlighted three main components:

Le
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o, a few years ago, as a team of
passionate educators, we came
together to clearly articulate what an
Ormiston College student would look
like in this changing landscape. We knew
first and foremost they needed to be
Lifelong Learners. To achieve this, we
knew that it was vital that our community
had a Culture of Learning; one that
included our students, our staff and our
parents. To do this we investigated the
latest research on quality teaching and
learning and consulted our students.
What emerged was our unique
Ormiston College Teaching and Learning
Framework. A simple model that our
community could engage with, but one
that captures the complexity of the work
that we do in the classrooms every single
day.

1. Classroom Learning Environment that is
engaging, but has clear and high expectations
for students’ work ethic and behaviour;

Learn about the
audience for who
you are designing.
Who is my user?
What matters to
this person? What
problems might
they face?

DEFINE

IDEATE

Create a point of
view that is based
on user needs and
insights. What are
their needs?

Brainstorm and come
up with as many
creative solutions,
products, processes
or services as
possible. Wild ideas
are encouraged!

2. Academic Rigour in the curriculum, with a
strong focus on direct instruction of Literacy and
Numeracy, as well as transferrable skills that promote
higher-order thinking; and 3. Relevant to the lives of
our students and the world beyond the classroom.
Interwoven throughout the Framework is the
focus on students developing 21st century learning
skills: Collaboration, Self-Regulation, Knowledge
Construction, Skilful Communication, ICT for Learning
and Real-World Problem Solving and Innovation.

Real-World Problem Solving and
Innovation
In years gone by, schools were charged with the
responsibility of preparing students for a workforce
that focused on content recall, where many people
would remain in the same job for a lifetime and
produce products on an assembly line. Fast forward
to the current reality and this will no longer serve
our children. The research is clear that employers
are requiring much more from their employees. They
want, collaborators, problem solvers and innovators
with good communication skills and digital literacy.
Anyone who has spent time in the Prep classrooms
knows that our children come to school with many
great ideas. When asked a question, the students

Build a representation
of one or more of
your ideas to show to
others. Remember:
A prototype is just a
rough draft!

IDEATE
TEST
Share your prototype
idea with your
original user for
feedback.
What worked?
What didn’t?

hands fly up. While some of them want to recall
their weekend or share their sore finger, there
is a willingness to share their ideas with others.
Unfortunately, this is easily lost: “What if my idea is
silly?” “What if others do not understand?”
To encourage this ability to problem-solve and
innovate throughout the students’ schooling journey,
we use the Design Thinking Process.

Emphathise
The process begins with students empathising
with others. We achieve this by sharing a picture book
or story, researching or conducting an experiment, or
experiencing a real-life situation. The Year 6 students
began the process of designing their own App for
natural disaster victims by viewing the Haiti disaster
clean-up in 360o on virtual reality. Without this
experience it is sometimes very difficult to understand
the impact of a natural disaster if it has not been a
lived experience.

Define and Ideate
Next we move on to the define and ideate
stage. Our Year 9 STEM class were provided with a
design brief from our Headmaster who outlined his
requirements for a new Science precinct. With this
information our students were able to clearly define
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the task. Our Year 5 students gathered information
through surveying the community with Microsoft
Forms and developing a criteria to meet their needs
before building a proposal for Toondah Harbour.

Prototype
After brainstorming and encouraging ‘out-of-thebox’, divergent thinking, we begin prototyping our
unique and creative ideas. In Year 10 Mathematical
Methods our students used playdough to design a 3D
sculpture that adhered to certain parameters. While
our Year 4 students used Paint 3D to design their
products for keeping away the dreaded Trunchbull
from Roald Dahl’s, Matilda. Other year levels have
built constructions, used Minecraft and Dig to create
a virtual prototype and used the 3D printers to turn
their ideas into reality.

businesses and experts in different fields that are able
to provide meaningful and relevant feedback. This
supports our students in continuing to grow their
ideas and cycle through the Design Thinking Process
again.
So, what do you do with an idea? At Ormiston
College, we feed it, we nurture it and we grow it ...
supporting and encouraging the next generation
of Problem Solvers and Innovators; students who
will develop ideas with the potential to change
the world.

Further recognition for members of our Executive and Staff

Award for

Excellence in Educational Leadership
On 27 August, the Queensland Branch of the
Australian Council for Educational Leaders
(ACEL), held their Annual Award Ceremony.

E

ach year, ACEL presents awards to individual
educators who have demonstrated excellence
in developing and implementing educational policy,
initiative or research that leads to exceptional
outcomes for students in an educational setting.

Test and Evaluate
Lastly, we move to the testing and evaluating
phase of our Design Thinking Process. This is where
our student ‘entrepreneurs’ are able to shine. Our
students love to share their successes for the term,
so we regularly hold showcase days or evenings
for our parents to also celebrate their learning. This
provides a perfect opportunity to test their ideas
on a real-life audience. In addition, we continuously
look for opportunities to connect with organisations,

The College congratulates Lee Catterall, Deputy
Head of College, on receiving the Award for Excellence
in Educational Leadership.

Two staff members become

Microsoft Innovative Educator Experts,
making a total of six

Acknowledgement for our

Centre for Learning and Innovation
The outstanding building has become the epicentre of Ormiston College, reactivating
the very heart of our campus. Students, staff, parents and visitors are enjoying the new
dimensions of virtual reality, multimedia, drone flying, coding, robotics and many, many
more outstanding features within the extensive building.

I

t hosts Junior School and Secondary
School libraries, a Makerspace area,
facilities for private and collaborative class
study and is noted as having Australia’s largest
interactive floor space. After a long period of
time conceptualising, researching, designing
and constructing, the newly completed CLI has
become a busy hub, playing a vital role in the
education of our students.
The College was delighted to learn that the
building earned two major awards: The 2019
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Australian Institute of Architects, State Award,
Educational Architecture (via BSPN Architecture)
and the Master Builders Association, Brisbane
Region, Education and Facilities Award (via
Rohrig Constructions).
The success of our new building is testament
to the College’s ongoing commitment
to innovation and, more importantly, the
preparation of student needs for the 21st century
and beyond, ensuring their success in tomorrow’s
workforce.

In August the College received notification that two staff members,
Rowena Taylor, Head of Science and Joel Speranza, Head of Mathematics,
had been selected as 2019 Microsoft Innovative Educator Experts.

T

heir inspirational leadership in the
meaningful use of technology and
innovation in their departments and across the
College has been exceptional.
This makes a total of six Ormiston College
staff members who now hold this highly
respected title: Tamara Sullivan, Head of
Academics and Innovation, acquired in 2014;
Travis Goulter, Head of Junior School, acquired
in 2015; Annette McArthur, E-Learning Teacher
Leader, acquired 2015; and Ashley Greene,
Secondary School Science Teacher,
acquired 2017.

Microsoft Innovative Educator personnel have
access to professional and career development,
share expertise with world renowned specialists,
have the opportunity to test new products and
host Microsoft events. Moreover, they have the
knowledge and ability to bring students together
in a worldwide classroom.

In order to become a certified Microsoft
Innovative Educator Expert, one needs to
acquire 1,000 points through the Microsoft
Innovative Educator Program. Having done so,
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“

Annually, Ormiston College students receive innumerable awards for
successful achievement in ‘The Arts’ (Music, Drama and Visual Art).

”

Ormiston College provides

‘a well-rounded education’
Mindful and alert to the call for creativity
Currently the media, both nationally and internationally, is telling
us that creativity will be essential to the workforce. In education,
creativity has certainly become ‘the buzz word’. Research from
NESTA (National Endowment for Science, Technology and the Arts),
states ‘Creativity is the key to the future job market.’

R

eports from the McKinsey
Global Institute states ‘Higher

cognitive skills, including creativity will
rise by 2030.’ Research undertaken by
the National University of Singapore,
to determine what skills would better
prepare its graduates for the world, found
that future generations would need to be
‘Drivers of creativity.’ Closer to home, the
Australian Bureau of Statistics informs us
that ‘Creativity matters socially, for our
education, wellbeing and the cohesion of
our community.’
The recent awards presented to
Ormiston College speak for themselves
as far as recognition of our capabilities,
adeptness in the use of technology in
teaching and learning, and our provision
of advanced state-of-the-art facilities.
However, our reputation continues
to extend far beyond that of STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics).

“

Annually, Ormiston College
students receive innumerable awards
for successful achievement in ‘The
Arts’ (Music, Drama and Visual Art).
Importantly, these three areas not only
provide astute brain-training for their
particular discipline, they are also known
to assist in the understanding and
acceptability of numerous other subject
areas, i.e. numeracy and literacy, plus
proficiency in problem solving and much
more. Add those to the personal skills of
artistry and inventiveness that are gained
by those studying Music, Drama and
Visual Art and you begin to realise the
enormity of these creative subjects.
One only has to walk around the
campus, pop into any classroom, visit the
CLI, see results of student assignments
and projects or just listen to various oral
presentations given by our students,
and immediately you will witness the
presence of creativity. We are indeed
providing ‘a well-rounded education’.

Art provides an opportunity for kaleidoscopic thinking; we gain
new perspectives – and new opportunities for innovation.

”

Linda Naiman (Founder: Creativity at Work)
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“

Creativity is using the imagination to produce something new and
valuable. Artists and innovators see the world differently.

”

memories about an unsung hero. The oftencomplex stories of survival against the odds,
achievements as a result of persistence, or
care and love in even the most challenging
situations were teased apart so that
personalised symbolism could be developed
to communicate the story with empathy and
clarity. Visual Art provides opportunities for
students to present difficult and often complex
concepts in a manner that communicates to
many.
Fine motor skills are continually challenged
and refined as materials and techniques are

manipulated with increasing complexity. Clay
is still a favourite. Across the College, many
Visual Art students love the immediacy and
responsiveness of creating in clay as evidenced
by the intricate clay tiles created by the Year 6
students and Hermannsburg Pots created by
the Year 7 students. Intricate pencil and brush
work and highly refined stylus work required
for digital imagery is evident in the Year 10
self-portraits and Year 8 double exposure
images. Visual Art is pivotal for students
to use their fine motor skills in new, playful,
often challenging ways, improving dexterity,
confidence and strength.

VISUAL ART
Julianne de Lange
Subject Coordinator - Visual Art

A tour of the Shared Space Gallery and Visual Art studios finds plenty of
evidence to support the benefits of creativity in action.
Creativity is using the imagination to produce something new and valuable.
Artists and innovators see the world differently. They have perspective; more
specifically a different perspective. Inventiveness is core to the Ormiston
College creative process”

V

isual Art is one subject where we don’t
want a class set of identical answers.
Success is about experimenting with ideas
and materials to find new solutions. Students
are trained and encouraged to think about a
problem in new ways, from new perspectives,
to find innovative and original solutions.
Graphic Organisers are used and thinking skills
are taught to help students generate multiple
possibilities and solutions in new ways. We like
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to follow the lead of Einstein “we can’t solve
problems by using the same kind of thinking
we used when we create them.”
Visual Art students learn how to present
a difficult concept in a visual manner, making
it easier to understand. As an example, Year
9 students researched unsung heroes in
order to create a paste-up inspired by street
artist, Swoon. The process involved talking
to friends and family to collect stories and
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Students develop their language
skills by critiquing the work of other
artists through description, analysis,
interpretation and evaluation and
justify their own aesthetic decisions
throughout the program. As well
as developing critical thinking
skills, complex language skills are
gently nurtured with increasing
sophistication. In the Junior School
this begins on the ‘The Colourful
Mat’ through sharing and discussing
artworks. In the Secondary School
this develops to the point that
students create online multi-modal
presentations that intertwine
research about artists and current
issues, complex synthesis of
new learning, with cutting edge
presentation skills.

“

Students are exploring actions and reactions as they actively mix, cut,
apply, reconstruct, balance and assemble to generate solutions.

”

Children need opportunities to take creative
risks, to try out their ideas, explore and experiment.
In some parts of life, failure is seen as a negative;
we focus on the lesson it brings and the resultant
opportunities for reflection and learning; this is
the Visual Art classroom. Students are exploring
actions and reactions as they actively mix, cut, apply,
reconstruct, balance and assemble to generate
solutions.

Visual Art classrooms are
alive with students sharing,
communicating, moving and
collaborating. Like a real-world
studio, everyone is part of a
team with a role to play. They
are dependent on others for
assistance, feedback and support.
It is a wonderful opportunity for
students to practise being in a
place where the desks are not all
lined up in rows, there is movement,
laughter and every student is doing
something different, to create a
similar end point.
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Visual Art connects students to their own
culture as well as with the wider world. With
artists in residence like Commonwealth Games
Medal designer, Delvene Cockatoo-Collins and
Quandamooka woman, traditional linguist,
author and artist, Aunty Sandra Delaney,
students gain a greater understanding of
Indigenous culture in context and the role of
The Arts in society. They are encouraged to
question who they are, where they come from
and their aspirations for the future. The Year
8 Tales of Migration exhibition showcased
each student’s stories of family migration.
They created mixed-media artworks, double
exposure images and delightful migratory birds.
Visual Art helps students to define who they are
and how we share our story with the world.

“

They are encouraged to question who they are, where they come from
and their aspirations for the future.

”

There are opportunities to create independent projects
for events like the Wearable Art Parade. Students create
a wearable artwork on a given concept (our next one is
‘Growth’). Catwalks, lights and music are set up, a compere
is selected and a night of extreme creativity results. Over the
years, students have designed amazing creations from spoons,
sponges, up-cycled wedding dresses, even living plants.
Other avenues to explore Visual Art include Senior and
Junior Art Club. These are highly sought after after-school
clubs, where students work on special projects like the musical
sets or major Art Show installations, in the Secondary School,
and smaller, but equally special projects in the Junior School.
The Art Show is a biennial event and we are already
preparing for the 2020 Art Show. The concept is growth. You
are encouraged to start planning your wearable artwork and
joining in the excitement.

“In Visual Art, I get to
experiment with materials and
techniques to find my own
solutions.” Charlotte Lane
“Through analysing and
interpreting art, we begin to
understand new ways of working
and communicating.”
Lara Drvodelic
“Art is an escape from reality:
study without stress. I love
making art. There is a balance
between practical and theory. The
environment is chilled.”
Monique Lopes
“I get to see different sides of
life; different perspectives of life.
Art is expressive and there are no
negative judgements; it is always
positive. There is never a wrong
answer.” Penelope Kessell
“Art broadens my horizons to
different ways of thinking about
the world.” Leena Orth
“I can be myself and use my
imagination.” Alice Myers
“Art helps me to express myself
in ways that other subjects can’t.”
Isabella Kerr
“I love learning new things. It
feels like I am growing as a person
as I learn new techniques, styles
and materials.” Lindsay Hibberd
“I love using Photoshop to
manipulate my present life into a
new reality.” Harry Baird
“I can be as creative as I want,
and it is appreciated.” Jaymee Vo
“You get to create an idea
from your imagination into reality.”
Sophie Howlett
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“

As more organisations value work-related creativity and diversity,
the processes and practices of Drama develop transferable 21st century skills
essential for many areas of employment.

”

Drama Life Skills:

Performing in the
‘Real World’
Anthony Campbell
Subject Coordinator - Drama

As I enter my fourth year at Ormiston College, I remain
astounded by the commitment and dedication of the
students within our ever-expanding Secondary School
Drama program. With the introduction of Year 7 and
Year 8 Drama in 2019, hundreds of College students are not
only reaping the benefits of an OC Drama Education, but
also engaging with a broad variety of transferable skills. It is
these transferable skills which are so crucial to a plethora of
other subject areas and career paths.

M

any of our students studying Drama are hoping to pursue a career
in law.
This is because Drama contains opportunities to think and respond quickly,
interpret, roleplay and present original concepts and perspectives.
We have other students hoping to work in project and event
management.
Drama is a subject that fosters opportunities for demonstrating leadership
skills as well as interpersonal skills through performance tasks that require
consistent communication and collaboration.
Several of our students aspire to be business leaders.
Drama consistently fosters the skill of creativity through play-based
learning. This exercises the same part of the brain that evokes innovative
thinking and ideas.
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In our students’ own words …
“Drama is important to me as it boosted my confidence over the last year and a half. Without
Drama I wouldn’t be able to confidently do oral assignments or stand up in front of a class and
give any kind of speech.” Imogen Allen
“Drama means the study of humanity and communication. Drama engages a different part of
my brain and expands my thinking.” Ryan McDonald
“Drama has since been the concrete that supports me. It is the very reason I am who I am
today.” Hannah Thompson
“Drama gives me an opportunity to step out of my comfort zone and show people what I have
as an individual. It also gives me the chance to not just entertain, but to show to others that they
can do it too.” Chloe Richter

Other students seek career opportunities
in the health and therapy profession.
Drama is unique because it constantly
provides students with the chance to
interact with the quality of empathy.
That is, analysing alternate perspectives,
appreciating other people’s stories and
cultures. At its heart, Drama is about putting
yourself in someone else’s shoes.
As the Queensland Curriculum and
Assessment Authority reveals, the demand
for creativity in employees is rising in a
world of rapid technological change. As
more organisations value work-related
creativity and diversity, the processes and
practices of Drama develop transferable
21st century skills essential for many areas of
employment.
The role of ‘the creative’ across many
workplaces is increasingly in demand.
This skill of creativity is fused with the
fun and discipline of Drama. By extension,
OC Drama also fosters the holistic and wellrounded student.
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“Drama means a lot to me as it allowed me to be more creative, confident and find a side
of me I didn’t know before I took drama.” Nathan Murtagh
“Drama means freedom, in the best way possible. To be able to be from anywhere, live
through anything is a fulfilling experience. It is important to me as it is an outlet for my worries
and stress. Whilst Drama is my favourite subject, my happy place, it is also the subject I work
the hardest in and feel the most accomplished to complete. It will be the hardest to let go of.”
Georgia Croke
“Drama is important to me because it has enabled me to gain confidence in public
speaking which has helped me in many other areas of school.” Naomi Southwell

“Drama is enjoyable and mentally exciting. It builds important skills such as public confidence
and improvisation.” Benjamin Elliott
“Drama allows me to feel free from people’s judgment.” Stanley Myers
“It is a way for me to have a break from any difficulties of school and be able to be creative
with my improvisation and acting skills.” Logan Costello
“To enjoy the challenges and lessons learned throughout the journey of developing selfconfidence and a will to express the fun side of life.” Hugo Hobbs
“Drama is the three lessons a week that I look forward to the most. It allows me to come out
from my shell and just perform.” Alice Durham

“The importance of Drama to me is the ability to be proud and free, watching the colours
of my personality fly around me as I tell stories to connect people in excitement and awe”.
Emma Johnston

“Throughout time, those who are able to use words are able to rouse others up to a cause and
to help. In all that is what Drama means to me, it means that words are important and how they’re
used is even more so. Drama unlike any other subject of study may be the most important part in
living a fulfilled and successful life.” William Burke

“You can express your creativity, aesthetic, and analysis of production all through stage
design, acting, technology.” Amber Engeman

“Drama is so important to me as it gives me great skills that I will use in the real world.”
Steffan Doyle

“The persona of Mr Campbell and the overall vibe of the class makes drama one of the best
subjects at OC.” Laura Jackson

“Drama is important to me because it allows me to de-stress which I think is very important
for your mental health. It also allows me to gain confidence and skills to interact with other
people.” Danielle Hambrecht

“Mr Campbell’s Drama class guides me in following my passion and stretches my love for
the subject to great lengths. Drama is the one subject where I feel like it’s my safe place that I
can thrive in, and it’s imperative to me that there’s one place where I can be who I want to be
and collaborate with people that feel the same way.” Madeleine Sloan
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“It is a way for me to express my creativity in a supportive environment. It also helps me
gain a greater understanding of the world around me.” Peter Haymes
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“

Music is … a higher revelation than all Wisdom and Philosophy

”

Ludwig van Beethoven

The importance

of learning music
Jason Taggart
Dean of Music

Our greatest gift to our students is the ability to share our
wisdom and knowledge, sowing the seeds for their creativity
and future direction. This is why Music is an essential part of the
Prep to Year 12 curriculum at Ormiston College.

W

e start the journey in Prep,
exploring music with
instruments and voice, and we are now
seeing our Year 1 children grow and
learn with literacy skills, reading and
writing musical patterns. Our Year 2
students have started learning about
the instruments of an orchestra, an
exciting and enlightening pathway
which opens up a whole new world to
our young students.
In Year 3, our students enjoy our
Sing and String program, whilst the
Year 4s start exploring the wider
experience of the orchestra. This
leads into Year 5, where our students
have the opportunity to be part of
the Concert Band. Learning to play a
musical instrument provides untold
benefits that not only improve the
students musical understanding but
assist in the development of the
whole child.
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Recent research suggests that
studying a musical instrument
engages every aspect of the brain
particularly the motor, visual and
auditory cortices. In this sense,
playing a musical instrument is the
brain’s equivalent of a full body
workout. As with any disciplined and
structured workout, practising music
strengthens those brain functions and
therefore allows us to transfer these
strengths to other activities.
When learning Music and learning
to play an instrument, students are
required to coordinate the use of their
fingers, hands and feet in a rhythmic
manner for a sustained period of time,
while also consciously performing
the correct notes, dynamics and
articulations of the music. This blending
of rhythm and pitch engages the whole
person, combining logical and creative
thinking in new and exciting ways.
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The ability to recognise musical patterns
is mathematical: music is divided into equal
measures and beats and requires students
to work with fractions constantly. Music also
provides a unique social outlet: it allows us
to learn new skills and develop friendships
with like-minded individuals. When musicians
collaborate, they learn to work with others,
to reflect on their performance, to receive,
provide and implement feedback, to refine,
develop and improve.
By Year 6 Music, our students are
building their own instruments, applying
their science and mathematics skills to new
purpose. Students know how sound is made,
so they now create their own instrument,
demonstrating changes in pitch, and then
construct their instrument to the correct
measurements to achieve the required result.
In Secondary School Music, our Year 9s
form small rock bands, allowing them to
perform contemporary music which is

a significant influence for our students.
Students negotiate, collaborate and develop
guidelines for effective rehearsal. These skills
not only apply to the Music classroom but are
transferable to all situations when negotiation
is required.

“

Music gives a soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to
the imagination and life to everything.

”

Plato

At Ormiston College, students from all
year levels have the opportunity to perform
for their teachers and for their peers, often
using the CLI Plaza at lunchtime to entertain
the broader student body. Back in the
classroom, these performances are analysed
to provide feedback for reflection and selfevaluation which inform further practice and
refinement. The art of performing builds
confidence and self-esteem; it allows the
performer to share music, express emotions
and share ideas with a wide audience. This
personal growth experience is unique to
Music and here at Ormiston College, we
believe that everyone can participate
and play.

Student Performances in the CLI Plaza
Our new Centre for Learning and Innovation Plaza provides the perfect
location for student performances. The opportunity to perform for Friday
lunchtime crowds has been enthusiastically adopted by staff, students,
performers and audience alike.

S

tudents from the Secondary School Cultural Committee recently conducted a survey:

Q: Why do you think music at lunchtime has been so popular?
•

It allows us all to connect and enjoy our lunchtimes. Anneka Cannon

•

Its popularity is because music brings us all together - it is something that everyone
enjoys. Isabella Thaesler

Q: What’s the benefit of Performances in the Plaza on Friday lunchtimes?
•

It creates a cultural aspect to our lunchtimes, and it allows for peers to respect and
acknowledge musicians. Anneka Cannon

•

It provides a different environment for musicians to perform where peers can support
and enjoy the entertainment. Isabella Thaesler

•

It provides performance opportunities for students, as well as entertainment at the end
of the week. Paul Bletchley

•
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It gives the people who have musical talent the opportunity to perform. Niamh Restrick
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“

At OC we won’t hide from having lofty ambitions and a desire to

leave the courts and fields with a bigger score line than our opponents.

”

A well-rounded
education includes

SPORT
Jack Pincott
Dean of Activities

We all have preconceived ideas about so many topics in life, however,
nothing is more refreshing than asking children their opinions or ideas on
various subjects. Their unfiltered, untainted, innocent and honest words
can be humbling and insightful all at the same time.
The importance of physical activity through the participation of sport is
undeniable. There are numerous health, social, emotional, cognitive and
spiritual benefits that experts would readily endorse. At Ormiston College
we try our best to provide as many opportunities as possible for students
to become involved in sport.

O
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ne lunchtime, I decided to hit
the playgrounds, footpaths
and canteen just to calibrate some of
the reasons why our students want to
play sport and I came across some quite
interesting responses.

things. Natalie Angus-Kellar said, “You get

Luther Lee, from Year 1 likes, “Kicking
goals” with his mates and during the
lunch break he drilled a couple through
the goals. His mates, Harry Smart and
Emmett Bishop just kept saying sport
was “Fun. Fun. It’s just…fun”. They also
politely asked me to get off the field
because I was blocking the goals, so,
like Nelson, it appears they also like
kicking goals.

their faces. The simple excitement of

About six Year 3 girls had tennis
racquets out during the lunch break
and talked more about the social side of

that Andrew was a pretty good

to know other people better”. Her friend,
Alyssa Murray said, “It’s fun working
as a team”. The girls were hitting some
balls against the wall of the JAC building
and the smiles could not be wiped from
connecting the ball with the racquet was
such a thrill for those girls.
Year 4 boys, Andrew Tanner and Eli
Hutton, entered the Junior TAS program
this year; Andrew playing cricket, rugby
and football and Eli playing football.
Andrew enthusiastically remarked
“Representing the school” when asked
why he likes playing sport. Eli remarked
footballer, then added that he personally
liked “Learning new skills”.
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“

Sport builds relationships with other people. Sport also builds strong

connections with school. Sport is good for your overall health.

”

relief. It is great for physical and mental health. It is also
lots of fun.”

Year 6 student, Amelia Piggott, loves the
“OC Spirit” associated with playing sport. She
played netball this year and is playing tennis
in Term 4. She said she loves OC and that
playing sport has helped her connect even
more with the school.
How students get involved in sport
often begins with the parents enrolling their
children. For Jonathan Honeycombe in
Year 6, he played cricket and basketball this
year because his brothers (Ben and Joshua
in Year 10) played these sports when they
were young and really enjoyed themselves.
Jonathan also noted playing sport is,
“Something fun to do afterschool. Keeps me
active, too.”
Year 8 friends, Monique Johnston and
Chloe Snell, were enjoying some delicacies
from the canteen when they were cornered
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and questioned about why they play sport
for OC. Monique liked how organised the
sport was, specifically noting the quality
coaching and nice managers. While Monique
plays a lot of tennis, she really enjoys the
team environment involved with volleyball.
Chloe’s remarks of “Working together for a
common purpose” linked back to Andrew
Tanner’s remark about wanting to represent
the school and be part of something bigger
than oneself.
Akash Saravanan, Year 9 sporting
role model and all-round top bloke, loves
winning. He said that playing sport, “Gets
my competitive juices flowing and I like that
feeling. I like winning things.” In chatting more
with Akash, his eyes light up when talking
about how much fun he has spending time
with his friends and training on Saturdays,
winning lots of games.

At times we all need some recalibration around
why we do things in life. It is evident from the children
at OC that sport is fun. Sport builds relationships with
other people. Sport also builds strong connections
with school. Sport is good for your overall health.
Whether you are in Year 1 or Year 12, playing sport
brings lots of enjoyment and exhilaration.

The older students have a bit more perspective
after being involved in the OC sporting system for
a lot longer. They are also a bit more articulate in
their thoughts. Year 12 sporting legend, Gemma
Bounden, said that sport provides a “Platform for social
interaction. For me in Year 12, it has been a great stress

Sport is competitive and people enter contests
with a goal of leaving the field as a winner. At OC we
won’t hide from having lofty ambitions and a desire to
leave the courts and fields with a bigger score line than
our opponents. It would be silly to not be ambitious.
However, this is not our sole focus and we try our best
to ensure our decisions and actions reflect the basic
reasons why students play sport; those being – sport
will assist in character building, teamwork, cooperation
and socialisation, plus accepting a loss whilst remaining
‘a good sport’.
There is no doubt about the fact that sport is an
important part of a well-rounded education.
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“

You are successful the moment you start moving
towards a worthwhile goal.

”

Charles Carlson

OUR 2019
FOOTBALL TRIUMPH
Peter Ioannidis
Football Coordinator

As a sport we have always found it difficult to secure premierships in
football, especially when playing against the likes of John Paul College
(JPC) and their sporting excellence programmes. For well over a decade,
most football premierships, in all age groups, have been won by JPC.

I

t’s difficult to win against a school
that trains five days per week
and plies its trade in the local Football
Brisbane club competition, compared
to a small school like Ormiston College
whose players are part timers playing
several sports for their college every
term. So, when achievements like those
won in 2019 occur, they need to be
acknowledged and celebrated.
To offset the JPC challenge, Ormiston
College decided to get seasoned and
professional expert coaches to assist the
development of our youngest players in
Years 7, 8 and 9. These coaches, Danny
Byrne (Football Federation Australia,
A Licence) and Joe Fenech (Union
of European Football Associations, A
Licence) with assistance from Ormiston
College Alumni, Tom Waller-Brown,
worked tirelessly coaching and honing
the technical and tactical abilities of
our players.
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In the Senior School, a change as
to how we select our players in Years 11
and 12 made sure that playing football
at Ormiston was no longer just a social
experience, there was a greater degree
of responsibility placed on the students
to commit fully to the amended training
and tactical program that has been
employed. Phillip Makridakis and Michael
Hiratos have worked tirelessly with our
senior students to instil a sense of unity
in the wider playing group, this has been
evidenced on the playing field through
some outstanding performances and a
willingness to dig deep in times
of adversity.
This new strategy saw Ormiston
College win three premierships, Year
7, the Second XI competition (back to
back) and our first-ever in the First XI
competition. These results augur well for
the future of Ormiston College Football
in the TAS competition.
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“

Through living the experience of a character as you read,
you grow your mind, your heart and your soul.

”

Inspiring Library News

from the CLI
Karen Eyre
Teacher Librarian

There is a quote, by Game of Thrones author George R.R.
Martin which states “A reader lives a thousand lives before
dying. Those who never read, live only one.” Through
living the experience of a character as you read, you grow
your mind, your heart and your soul. Reading increases
intelligence and empathy. How powerful is that?

I

t has been my goal this year to look for opportunities
to encourage students to read as much as possible
and also read outside of their comfort genre, to develop a
wider and more balanced reading experience.

© Christopher Frederick Jones

JUNIOR SCHOOL SURVEY
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At the start of the year, Junior School students participated in a reading
survey, where I collected information about how many books they had
read over the summer holidays, also what were their favourite (and least
favourite) genres. That information helped me decide what needed to be
added to our collection and also helped me tailor library lessons to engage
the more reluctant readers and extend the prolific ones. Students also
set reading goals to read at least one book per term outside of their
favourite genre.
Students have been surprised that reading outside their genre has
opened their eyes to new ideas and experiences, plus it assists with their
classroom learning too!
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THE JOYS OF BUDDY-READING –
ENTHUSIASTIC COMMENTS FROM
YEAR 9 ENGLISH STUDENTS
Book Week provided an ideal opening to
build even stronger bonds with good books. This
year’s event allowed Secondary classes to collect
children’s books from the Junior library and visit
Junior classes for buddy-reading. This experience
proved highly enjoyable and rewarding,
prompting many comments from the students.

“Reading with Year 4s made me happy and optimistic. A boy came in late and didn’t have a buddy, so
my buddy and I included him in our reading, they both seemed overjoyed. They loved drawing pictures of
the book and laughing with me.” Sahara Surman
“The reading with the Year 4s today was so amazing, they’re so full of life and open to anything. They’re
so unbelievably confident as well. It was so much fun, and I would love to do it again. Shout out to Lucy and
Natalie - they were awesome and not afraid of some big words.” Alexis Parrish

STUDENT LIBRARY ADVISORY AND
ADVOCACY GROUPS
Our Student Library Advisory and Advocacy
groups in both Junior School and Secondary School
have been excellent role models for their peers, by
assisting with book selections and reviewing new
additions to our library. They too have been pushed
to go beyond their favourite genres and have found
some new favourites along the way.

HIGH QUALITY WRITING
COMPETITIONS
Good readers make great writers. This year I have
been inundated with eager students submitting
creative applications to a variety of writing

competitions, from short stories to poetry to microfiction. We are delighted that two Ormiston College
students have been shortlisted by the Brisbane
Writers Festival and invited to the State Library of
Queensland to do a live reading of their work. This
is a testament to the creativity of our students, as
well as our teachers and parents, with all they do on
a daily basis to educate, inspire and encourage our
students to love words and language.

EXCITING OPPORTUNITIES FOR
OUR STUDENTS
Opportunities like writing competitions, author
visits and writing festivals all create a practical
application and celebration of words, literature and
above all, creative thinking.

“Reading with Year 4s, reminded me of the magic of being inquisitive and learning.”
Nathan Manne
“Thank you for letting us read to Year 4! I had the pleasure of working with Chloe and she was very
well behaved, and I was impressed by her wide range of vocabulary. She was very willing to take turns in
reading and overall just a great kid to work with! I hope Chloe had fun and once again, thank you for the
opportunity to read with her!”
Amelia Wakefield
“Thank you for letting us read to Year 4. I really enjoyed it as I had fun talking to little people and I hope
we can do it again.” Lachlan Bygrave
“They were very attentive and smart; they could read well. Thank you for the opportunity to read with
Year 4.” Jacob Renel
“I truly enjoyed reading with Max and Kian from Year 4. They were both better readers than me and I
enjoyed learning valuable skills. I wish to do it again.” Laif Williams
“I thought my experience with Year 4 was excellent. My buddy’s name was Dominic and he was really
nice. He knew so much about animals and loved chatting to me about interesting facts that I didn’t know
until now.” Logan Costello
“It was really fun going to the Junior School and reading with Year 4. I was really impressed with their
reading skills. A huge thanks to all the teachers who helped.” Colby Parton
“Reading with Year 4 was amazing, yet awkward. It was interesting to get to know what the current Year
4s enjoy and going back and relating it to when I was in Year 4. Lucy and Natalie were really good readers;
they could read long sentences with some difficult words for their age. They were such sweet girls and I
enjoyed the experience of reading with them.” Jamie Paltridge
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The theme for this year’s Book Week was

“Thank you for giving me the opportunity to
read with the Year 4 students. My buddy was
Fletcher and my goodness he was smart.”
Jacob Stark

Reading is my

SECRET POWER

“Very intelligent kids! I enjoyed the time spent
reading with them. Thanks very much!”
Hugo Hobbs
“I really enjoyed reading with Oliver today, it
was enjoyable and the book he was reading was
interesting.” Henry Warner
“Reading with the Year 4 students this week
was really fun. They were so good at reading and
also really cute.” Sophie Sherrin
“I had a great time with the Year 4s today. I
enjoyed listening to my buddy read and enjoyed
reading to him.” Samuel Soner
“Reading with Year 4s, was pretty good and
they were good at reading.” Harrison Woods

“Reading with the Year 4s was fun. Ella and
Chelsea were good to read with.”
Jacinta Fisher
“Today I read to William from Year 4. It was
pretty cool reading to him and helping him
learn new words. Thanks for letting our class
read to the Year 4s.” Dylan Priddy
“Reading with the Year 4 students was a
fun and amazing experience as we were able
to make new friends and enjoy reading books
together. The two students I was reading with
were very good at reading.” Maya Sheil
“It was enjoyable to teach kids more about
reading and they so enjoyed being read to.
Thank you to all the teachers that were able to
prepare this.” Ryan Shahin
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“

For everyone wellbeing is a journey. The secret is committing to that

journey and taking those first steps with hope and belief in yourself.

”

Deepak Chopra

Middle School
Sandra Middleton
Deputy Head Middle School

In the Middle School teachers create an
environment that is safe, supportive and
respectful. Students in turn demonstrate
resilience and kindness, inclusion and empathy
which creates a sense of belonging for their
peers. This allows students to be healthy,
happy, engaged and successful in both their
academic and social development. Ormiston
College shares this responsibility with the wider
community.
There are a number of key initiatives in this area
that are supported in the Middle School including
‘Say No to Bullying’, ‘R U OK Day?’ and Mental
Health Week that provide important information
and time to pause and reflect on our own
behaviour. In addition, the Student Enhancement
Program in the Middle School focuses on topics
such as exploring mindfulness, developing
confidence and learning to resolve conflicts
appropriately.
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SAY NO TO BULLYING
– MIDDLE SCHOOL CUP
Shaun Griggs
Year 9 Coordinator

E

ach year, in Term 3, the ‘Say No to
Bullying’ Middle School Cup is held.
As Year 9 students take on the duties and
responsibilities of leadership, they assist in
the planning and setting up of this event. The
student-nominated teams may include both
boys and girls from the three year levels. The
key element when creating teams is to include
those students that are keen to be involved.
This year, 37 teams entered the knockout
competition. Students affiliate with a country
of choice and dress up to reflect their team’s
country. All Middle School students support the
final as spectators, with the match held on the
Junior School Oval. This is the sixth year that
the competition has been running, the 2019
final being won by Kenya over Jamaica 3-1.
Each year, six different countries have won the
prized cup.

The theme of the Middle School Cup
focuses on teamwork, leadership and getting
along. These are all important factors when
playing sport. The focus on preventing bullying
is a key message that is reinforced regularly.
Bullying is one of the topics of the Year 9 SEP
program.
This year there was a record 350 student
participants, a reflection of the passion and
commitment to the tournament led by Head of
Middle School, Phillip Makridakis. A number of
Year 9 students demonstrated their leadership
by assisting with the setup of the grounds
for each round and refereeing the matches in
the preliminary rounds. This leadership also
assisted the competition to run smoothly and
have all round matches completed in good time
prior to the final.

LIFE LESSONS IN HIP HOP
Melodie Nelson
Year 8 Coordinator

T

he Year 8, Term 3, Student
Enhancement Program is more than
just an opportunity for students to refine their
pop lockin’, flossin’ and running man skills; Hip
Hop is a lesson in confidence. Confidence is the
belief in one’s self and one’s ability to succeed.
It is a social emotional skill which engenders
independence, self-acceptance, risk taking and
optimism (not everyone is born with a Gina
Linetti state-of-mind after all).
The Year 8 Confidence Challenge is a Middle
School tradition, where each Form class learns
a unique Hip Hop routine and performs for the
rest of the cohort in a ‘Confidence Challenge’.
The Form class which demonstrates the
best organisation, cohesion, confidence and
entertainment wins an all-inclusive class party
and the bragging rights to call themselves the
‘Hippest Hip Hop Crew @ OC’.
As a relatively new addition to the
Confidence Challenge, the performance also
includes the Year 8 Lip Sync finalists, as they
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battle it out in a performance Jimmy Fallon
would be proud of. Lastly, individual and group
performers are encouraged to showcase their
instrumental, singing, dancing or whip cracking
talents.
The aim of the experience is part of the
Year 8 Student Enhancement program and
provides students with an opportunity to
develop skills in self-efficacy and confidence by
stepping outside of their comfort zone.
When young people are feeling confident it
helps them want to try new things and accept
the outcome – even if it doesn’t work the first
time. It allows them to stand up for themselves
and to say ‘yes’ and ‘no’ at the appropriate
time. Confident people set the bar that little
bit higher and this allows them to stretch their
limits. Sometimes participating in something
you are unfamiliar with or not sure of, provides
an outcome that shows the young person that
they really can succeed at new or challenging
things, and this positivity further fuels their
confidence.
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POPS News
(Parents of Past Students, Past Staff and Friends)

Oh, what a night it was!

Christmas in July
Trivia Night

MINDFULNESS
Kerrie Sullivan
Year 7 Coordinator

I

n a fast-paced world of rapid change
there are times a person can feel
overwhelmed: filled with self-doubt, confused
by thoughts of yesterday and plagued by the
to-dos of tomorrow. Mindfulness is a practice
that can help a person pause their thoughts
and pay attention to the present moment with
openness, curiosity and without judgement.
It is more relevant than ever to learn how to
practice mindfulness with many elite athletes,
CEOs and leaders engaging in this exercise.
The Student Enhancement Program (SEP)
places a focus and emphasis on increasing the
wellbeing, resilience and happiness of students.
Learning techniques and having opportunities
to practice mindfulness was the SEP priority for
Year 7 this term. Ensuring the students stopped
worrying about ‘what was said yesterday,
what assessment is due tomorrow?’ and the
‘seemingly endless list of people’s expectations
to meet’, mindfulness activities were
implemented. Students were firstly taught as a
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cohort what mindfulness is and the benefits of
engaging in the practice. They were then given
the opportunity in Form classes to experience
a range of mindful activities. While some loved
the repetitive, calming actions of origami,
other students were at home nature journaling,
perched on rock in the gardens. More active
students revelled in the ability to shake off their
worries in some fun dancing.

On Saturday, 27 July, the Somerset Sports Centre took
on a splendid theme change. Within minutes of the doors
opening, the Hall of Fame was transported into a magical
Christmas tavern. One magnificently dressed table was
transformed by 10 white angels, complete with halos and
wings; another became the resting place for a snowman.
There was a great deal of glitter and tinsel; several elves
(obviously escaped from their shelves) were spied standing
among the chocolates and goodies.

To further reduce stress, anxiety and worry,
the whole cohort engaged in three sessions
of meditation and movement exercises led by
‘Sound Off’. Students welcomed the calming
activity, which involved them putting on
soundproof headphones and listening to a
leader guide them through the activity.
Year 7s should now have the tools to begin
practicing mindfulness independently, reducing
their stress, engaging them in the now, and
helping them to connect with themselves and
others.
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G

uests were extremely festive, many in traditional red and green attire. One group of
10 very proudly modelled their colourful Rudolph knitwear, purchased from China,
specifically for the occasion, complete with red noses. Christmas spirit was in abundance.
At 7pm, Question Master Gerard Catterall commenced the first round, and the challenge
was on. Competition was rife and secrecy was a must as gold logies and medals were at
stake. Fun and enjoyment led to lots of laughter, plus many riotous cheers and boos at the
end of each round, when answers were read out. Bribery was accepted, points purchased,
the old familiar heads-and-tails was a favourite, as was the introduction of the ‘How well do
you know your school?’ an Ormiston College round.

“

There was a great deal of glitter and tinsel; several elves (obviously
escaped from their shelves) were spied standing among the chocolates
and goodies.

”

It was a truly great Ormiston College Community festivity. The bar was run by a past
student, the judges were members of the executive, tables were made up of current parents,
members of POPS, current staff and past staff, plus friends of the College. All came together
to battle their wits.
The event was hosted by POPS and the funds raised will go towards a marquee for
POPS, the OC Alumni and Past Staff, providing a regular meeting place at future Ormiston
College events.

Keeping you connected

to your OC Community
We value the part that our OC POPS and Alumni have played in the
history of Ormiston College and want you to know you are still a very
important part of the OC Community.

“like” us on Facebook
and keep in touch!
To find out about upcoming events, access future digital copies of
The Oracle and see what is happening around campus, make sure you like
the Ormiston College Facebook Page and join our Facebook Groups:

Ormiston College
Ormiston College POPS, Past Staff and Friends
Ormiston College Alumni
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An exciting update from Ellen Shanley, Class of 2008
Successful Script Writer now living in Los Angeles
I quickly realised that writing for television was
definitely the vocation for me and I dived into
constant short courses, networking, and even
established a writing group for local script writers
called the Brisbane Screenwriters. However, without
a clear path to follow into the industry I sought a
second fulfilling career to invest my time in. I chose
teaching and completed a Graduate Diploma
in Secondary Education from the University of
Queensland.
Years later, with a dream job teaching Senior
English at St Aidan’s Anglican Girls’ School in
Corinda, I decided that perhaps it was finally time
to revisit my original dream of living and studying
in Los Angeles. Everyone always says that teaching
is a job that can be done anywhere. However, there
was little incentive for Californian schools to hire an
overseas candidate. Nevertheless, I persevered and
eventually landed a teaching gig. All that was left was
to be accepted into the Professional Program at the
University of California and, when I was, I knew that I
was in for an incredible year.

I

’ve wanted to live in LA since
I was about twelve years old. It was a
dream that seemed impossible. After I graduated
from Ormiston College, I completed Dual Bachelor
of Journalism / Arts (Drama and English) at the
University of Queensland. While I was there, I
enquired about going on exchange to the University
of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) and studying film.
The staff politely told me that it was unlikely I’d get in
as everyone wants to study film at UCLA. So, I took
the money I’d saved for the exchange and spent it on
a five-week trip to the United States. It was a trip that
would ignite my love of travel and I’d later go on to
explore the United Kingdom, New Zealand, Vanuatu
and many more countries throughout Europe and
Asia. However, no amount of travel could ever
change my mind. I still wanted to live in Los Angeles.
While studying Journalism I hosted a radio show
for Bay FM and had the opportunity to undertake
internships in the newsroom with Channel Seven and
Channel Ten. All the while, I was refining my interests
until it became clear that my true passion was not
in news but in fiction. Thus, I decided to begin a
Graduate Certificate in Creative Industries (Creative
Writing) at the Queensland University of Technology
and dip my toe, for the first time, into the world of
script writing.
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I’ve been living in Los Angeles for the last year,
studying and working as a middle school teacher.
In June, I completed the Professional Program in
Writing for Television at the University of California,
Los Angeles. It was a ten-month graduate-level
course led by exceptional professors with film
industry experience. At the Certificate Ceremony,
they announced the winners of the Professional
Program’s Competition and I won the ‘TV Drama
Pilot’ category for my script ‘The Longest Day’. It’s an
Australian Gothic Drama and Mystery set in a small
town where every year, on the same day, someone
goes missing.
Winning the competition has been an absolute
game changer for me. It’s helped me get my foot
in the door with managers and producers who are
interested in talking about my series idea. I’m so
proud that I could take an Australian story and get
success with it in the United States. That’s something
I’m very passionate about – taking our stories
overseas.
Congratulations, Ellen. Not only on the success
of your scriptwriting but on your perseverance in
realising your dream to live in Los Angeles.
The Ormiston College community is very proud
of you.

Louise Pennisi (Class of 1999)
returns to the College with great news

I

t was very exciting to receive an email from
Louise with her contact details and the fact
that she was living locally. It was not until we started
communicating that we learnt that she had been
practicing in the legal profession for about thirteen
years, nine of which have been at the Queensland
Law Society, the peak membership body in
Queensland for solicitors.
Louise is in governance, working with the
Society’s Board (Council) as Corporate Secretary.
She is also the returning officer for elections,
overseeing AGMs, annual reporting and risk, as well
as the Manager of the Society’s Reconciliation Action
Plan.
This year marks twenty years since Louise
graduated from Ormiston College and true to her
aspirations set out in the 1999 Achiever to go the
road less travelled, Louise has traversed different
continents, picked up a few more languages and
continued long-distant running, having recently
completed her first marathon at the Gold Coast with
her husband, Justin. Louise volunteers at several
not-for-profit organisations, and for two years
running was the Vice President of the Australian
Breastfeeding Association. Where possible, Louise
likes to give back to the community by volunteering
and is intending to do so at the College.

This was all very interesting and inspiring news;
however, the best was yet to come. We then learnt
that Louise has a four-and-a-half-year-old daughter,
Christina, who is currently attending the Ormiston
College Early Learning Centre, but even more
exciting was the news that she is to commence in
Prep next year, making Louise yet another of our
second-generation parents.

ORMISTON COLLEGE CLASS OF ’09
TEN YEAR REUNION
Please join us for some catch up drinks

23 November 2019
Seven in the evening

$50 pp includes canapés, grazing boards and 1m pizzas!
Purchase your own drinks.

Riverbar & Kitchen
Riparian Plaza, Promenade Level, 71 Eagle Street, Brisbane QLD 4000

Please RSVP asap to Amelia Stewart:
ameliarosestewart@outlook.com | 0438 162 677

Ormiston College |

The Oracle | 49

Bank of Queensland and Ormiston College present
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Carols in t Featuring Mirusia
With magical performances from talented students and staff

Wednesday 4 December
5pm to 8pm

FIREWORKS AT 7.30PM

Join us for this wonderful family event
Rides, Animal Farm and more from 5pm | Carols and Concert from 6.30pm
Visit from Santa | BBQ, Canteen and Dippin’ Dots ice-cream
Bring a wrapped gift to place under the Wishing Tree
Thank you to our major sponsor

for making this community event possible

