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Teachers throughout the Junior School ensure that there is a clear progression of learning 
for students. This is achieved through the implementation of our Teaching and Learning 
Framework which provides a common language that students, teachers and parents use to 
communicate and share their understanding of what constitutes quality teaching and learning. 
The framework supports students in their acquisition of metacognitive strategies which can be 
used in any subject and applied to real-life situations. Our aim is to move beyond traditional 
approaches of reproducing knowledge and equip our students with the ability to choose the 
best strategies to help them solve problems, make informed decisions, generate explanations 
and create new understandings. The framework, along with our strong emphasis on using 
Information and Communications Technologies (ICTs) meaningfully to improve learning 
outcomes, assists our students in embracing new ways of thinking.

CURRICULUM
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ENGLISH
Through the study of English, individuals learn to analyse, understand, communicate and build 
relationships with others and the world around them. It helps create confident communicators, 
imaginative and critical thinkers, and informed citizens. 

The English curriculum helps students to engage imaginatively and critically with literature. 
Students in Year 5 explore ideas and perspectives about human experience and cultural 
significance, interpersonal relationships, and ethical and global issues within real-world and 
fictional settings. Students are exposed to literature from a range of historical, cultural and 
social contexts. Through the study of texts, students develop an understanding of themselves 
and their place in the world. 

The study of English is fundamental to a students’ literacy development. It helps them 
become ethical, informed, perceptive, innovative and active members of society. 

Students in the Junior School learn to read purposefully and proficiently, view, listen to, speak, 
write, create and reflect on increasingly complex texts across a growing range of contexts 
and understand how English works in its spoken and written forms to create meaning. 
Furthermore, students are explicitly taught skills allowing them to examine the aesthetic 
aspects of texts and develop an informed appreciation of literature. They are encouraged 
to appreciate, enjoy, analyse, evaluate, adapt and use the richness and power of the English 
language in all its variations to evoke feelings, form ideas and facilitate interaction with others.    

MATHEMATICS
The Year 5 Mathematics curriculum provides students with essential mathematical skills and 
knowledge in all strands of the Australian Curriculum. It develops the numeracy capabilities 
that all students require for their future endeavours.

Our Mathematics program is supported by a whole school program which allows students to 
build on their conceptual understanding, procedural fluency, problem solving and reasoning. 
In addition, each student is provided access to online resources and programs that allow 
students to practise their mastery of concepts. These resources assist the teachers to develop 
a quality teaching program that encourages students to be self-motivated, confident and 
capable learners, through explicit teaching, inquiry and active participation in engaging 
teaching episodes.
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HASS (HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES) 
In Year 5, the focus is on “Australian communities – their past, present and possible futures”.

The Year 5 curriculum focuses on the development of colonial Australia after 1800, the 
relationship between humans and their environment, the development of the economy, the 
features of Australian democracy and citizenship. Students learn about the reasons for the 
founding of a British colony in Australia, the impact of colonisation on the environment, and 
the daily lives of different people within and around the colony. They explore the roles of 
people, including migrants and First Nations Australians, in the development of events in an 
Australian colony. Students explore the human influences on the characteristics of a place 
and the way spaces in the Australian landscape are managed, including the management 
of severe weather events. Students investigate the key values and features of Australia’s 
democracy. They determine how people in the community cooperate to achieve civic goals. 
Students develop an understanding 
of natural, human and capital 
resources, and how they satisfy 
human needs and wants.

Inquiry questions provide a 
framework for developing 
students’ knowledge, 
understanding and skills. They 
allow for connections to be  
made within and across the  
HASS sub-strands or with other 
learning areas. 

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES
Through using a range of software, online programs, 
programmable devices and virtual reality, students 
are encouraged to design and create digital solutions. 
The focus of our Digital Technologies curriculum is the 
development of computational and design thinking 
skills. These skills allow students to be able to break 
problems into small tasks and use code to achieve their 
desired outcomes. Students gather real-world data with 
digital resources and then apply this information to build 
prototypes and test their ideas. This is a core component 
of our STEM program where students can integrate their 
knowledge and create preferred and innovative visions 
for the future.

Within all subjects, there is a strong focus on exploring and developing ideas with Information 
and Communication Technologies (ICTs) meaningfully. The Year 5 classrooms have access 
to 1:1 laptop program. This ensures that students have ready access to ICTs, enhancing 
their learning and continuing to promote the development of 21st century skills such as 
collaboration.



52027 YEAR 5 CURRICULUM   I  ORMISTON COLLEGE

SCIENCE
In Year 5 students continue to explore 
the relationship between form and 
function by investigating how features 
of living things enable them to survive 
in their habitat. They identify stable 
and dynamic aspects of systems and 
appreciate that current systems, such 
as Earth’s surface, have characteristics 
that have resulted from past changes. 
They recognise that models are useful 
for investigating relationships between 
system components and can be used 
to predict the effects of changes. 
They explore observable phenomena 
associated with light and analyse 
patterns to identify that these phenomena have sets of characteristic behaviours. They begin 
to explain how matter structures the world around them. They develop explanations for the 
patterns they observe and recognise the importance of reflecting on their methods to identify 
potential sources of error before drawing conclusions.

Inquiry questions can help excite students’ curiosity and challenge their thinking.

LANGUAGES
Learning a second language enhances students’ 
ability to communicate, act and respond in a 
variety of social and cultural contexts. It extends 
their awareness and understanding of the nature of 
language and assists with improving their literacy 
skills and use of English. Learning another language 
also broadens students’ ways of thinking and 
provides them with a better understanding of their 
own and other cultures.

At Ormiston College, students have the opportunity 
to study languages from Prep. In the Junior School, 
students are introduced to Chinese. When they 
enter the Secondary School, students can choose 
to continue with this language or choose to select 
Spanish as an elective to the end of Year 12.

In the Junior School, students are initially introduced to the study of languages in general. 
Students look at various aspects of language learning including the purpose of language; 
different ways to communicate; strategies for language learning; their own language 
backgrounds, and their place in the world as global citizens. Gradually, an increasing emphasis 
is placed on students learning the language. Initially students develop their speaking and 
listening skills, with reading and writing tasks being introduced over time. 
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SPECIALIST LESSONS
ART
The Junior Visual Art curriculum offers 
students opportunities to make, display 
and appraise art images and objects. 
Students learn to explore visual art 
history from different cultures and 
diversities allowing them to develop an 
appreciation of the arts. Students are 
encouraged to develop their creative 
imagination which consequently 
increases their higher order thinking 
skills and problem-solving abilities. 
Through their own expression and 
understanding, they stimulate their 
senses developing fine motor skills and visual language through the elements of art: line; 
colour; shape; value; form; texture and space. 

Students work individually and with others experimenting with a variety of media for example: 
drawing, painting, collage, clay and textiles. Students in Prep to Year 6 have the experience  
of attending specialist art lessons once a week developing their artistic skills. The focus for  
the Year 5 students is to increase their ability to critically analyse and reflect on famous works 
of art. 

The students’ work is displayed within the classroom throughout the year and showcased at 
the biennial Ormiston College Art Show.

LITERACY
Reading is at the core of 
Literacy; reading for pleasure 
is fundamental to the personal 
and cognitive development of 
young minds.

In Literacy lessons, students 
visit the Junior School 
Library. Learning focuses on 
developing students’ reading 
skills, building vocabulary and 
using literacy devices. We learn 
to actively listen, empathise 
with characters, and imagine 
ourselves in a variety of times, 
places and situations.

Students are introduced to a variety of text throughout the year. The aim is to extend their 
reading for pleasure pursuits, enhance their understanding of what they are studying in the 
classroom and develop their information literacy skills.
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MUSIC
Classroom music in the Junior School encompasses the seven main areas of music education: 
singing, playing, listening, moving, creating, reading and writing. 

The students explore a variety of repertoire and are encouraged to move in response to 
music, sing in-tune, develop critical listening skills and analyse musical elements. Most 
importantly, the students learn music by making music, and in doing so, develop the ability 
to think in sound. Once they have identified new elements in known songs and games, they 
are able to apply this knowledge to their improvisation and composition tasks. The music 
curriculum enhances literacy by increasing the fluency of reading and writing rhythms and 
notated music on the staff. Numeracy concepts are also discussed as students explore the 
beat division of rhythms, compositional form and structures. 

PATHWAY TO PERFORMANCE
Pathway to Performance is an immersive two-year band experience commencing at Year 
5 for students wishing to learn a band instrument. The program is designed to provide an 
engaging and rigorous instrumental music education that prepares our emerging maestros for 
the rigors of Co-curricular Music in the Secondary School and beyond. 

Students will be offered a position on flute, clarinet, saxophone, trumpet, trombone or 
percussion based on instrument suitability testing and a music comprehension test.

Students are welcomed to the program as members of Beginner Band in Year 5. Students 
complete a one-hour rehearsal each week under the guidance of their ensemble director and 
are supported by a Music Tuition Specialist. This weekly rehearsal will be used to develop 
ensemble playing, build collaboration skills and hone technique in preparation for regular 
performances. 

Students will also undertake a weekly 30-minute small group lesson on their instrument with 
a Music Tuition Specialist. This direct instruction will ensure students refine the technical skills 
required to excel and achieve success and consolidate their ensemble music. 

Students receive access to an instrument for the full two years. 

Throughout the year, our Beginner Band performs at the following events: 
•	 A Little Night of Music 
•	 Junior School Assemblies 
•	 Performances in the Plaza 
•	 Redlands Eisteddfod 
•	 Gala 
•	 Beginner Showcase 
•	 Junior School Music Tour 

At the conclusion of the first year in our 
Pathway to Performance experience, 
students graduate from Beginner Band 
into the Year 6 Wind Ensemble. 

A nominal fee applies for Year 5 Beginner Band Program to cover specialist tuition with the 
embedded ensemble experience for a total of one hour per week, hire of quality instruments 
with maintenance, unique tuition books, backing tracks for home practice, home play diary 
and consumables (reeds, oils, mallets, neck straps etc.). For more information, please contact 
the Performing Arts Department on (07) 3488 6753 or performingarts@ormistoncollege.com.au.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
The Year 5 Physical Education program incorporates the following activities:
•	 Swimming
•	 Athletics
•	 Invasion Games

These activities are designed to develop and improve the students’ skills, techniques and 
fitness. These run parallel with the development of social, behavioural and co-operative 
practices.
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