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Pathway to Performance 

Pathway to Performance is an immersive two-year band experience commencing at Year 5 for 
students wishing to learn a band instrument. The program is designed to provide an engaging and 
rigorous instrumental music education that prepares our emerging maestros for the rigours of Co-
curricular Music in Secondary School and beyond. 

 

Enrolment 

On Thursday 10 September, our Year 2, 4 and 6 cohorts will attend the Junior School Recruitment 
Concert. Students will enjoy performances by Bellas, Big Band, Symphony Strings, Wind Symphony, 
and Redbacks, designed to inspire their musical journey. After the concert, all Year 4 students 
will receive a link to submit an application for consideration. 

With only 40 places available in 2027, students will be selected based on their application, 
commitment, enthusiasm and instrument suitability testing. Students awarded a position will be 
invited to attend Instrument Testing on Thursday 8 October. 

At this event, students will have the opportunity to try a range of instruments. Core instruments 
include the flute, clarinet, saxophone, trumpet and trombone. In addition, students demonstrating 
strong commitment and musical aptitude may also be offered the chance to explore bassoon, tuba, 
French horn and oboe. This experience will support students in finding their best fit, while enjoying 
the excitement of making music for the first time. 

On Thursday 22 October, students who complete their trial will be invited, together with their 
families, to attend our Pathway to Performance Celebration. At this event, they will hear our current 
Beginner Band and Wind Ensemble perform, and will be officially welcomed to Pathway to 
Performance. 

 

Pathway to Performance - First Year 

Successful students are welcomed to the program as members of Beginner Band. Each week, 
students complete a one-hour rehearsal under the guidance of their ensemble director and are 
supported by a Music Tuition Specialist. This weekly rehearsal, occurring on Tuesday mornings 
from 7.15am to 8.15am, will develop ensemble playing, build collaboration skills and hone technique 
in preparation for regular performances.  
 
Students will also undertake a weekly 30-minute small group lesson on their instrument with a Music 
Tuition Specialist. This direct instruction will ensure students refine the technical skills required to 
excel on their chosen instrument and consolidate their ensemble music. These lessons will run at 
either 8.15am to 8.45am or 3.30pm to 4.00pm on a Thursday or Friday. Exact times will depend 
on Music Tuition Specialist availability and will be communicated at the commencement of 2027.  
 
Students receive access to an instrument for the full two years.  
 
Throughout the year, our Beginner Band performs at the following events: 
 

• A Little Night of Music 

• Redlands Eisteddfod 

• Gala 

• Pathway to Performance Celebration 
 
At the conclusion of the first year in our Pathway to Performance experience, students graduate from 
Beginner Band into Wind Ensemble. The cost of participation in the first year of the program was 
$210 per term in 2026. This covers the cost of music tuition, music resources, instrument servicing 
and hire. Fees for 2027 will be confirmed soon. 
 



 

Pathway to Performance - Second Year 

Students continue their instrumental education as members of Wind Ensemble. Like their first year, 
students complete a one-hour rehearsal each week under the guidance of their ensemble director 
and supported by a Music Tuition Specialist. This weekly rehearsal, occurring on a Thursday 
morning from 7.15am to 8.15am, (in 2027) will be used to further develop ensemble playing, 
introduce full ensemble pieces and refine instrument technique.  
 
Students continue to undertake a weekly 30-minute small group lesson on their instrument with a 
Music Tuition Specialist. This direct instruction will build on the skills taught in their first year of 
learning. These lessons with run at either 8.15am to 8.45am or 3.30pm to 4.00pm on a Monday or 
Tuesday. Exact times will depend on Music Tuition Specialist availability and will be communicated 
at the commencement of 2027. 
 
As an additional offering, select students are invited to join Jazz Band, our entry level Jazz Program 
ensemble that performs swing, rock, pop and Latin repertoire. Jazz Band will run on a Wednesday 
morning from 7.15am to 8.15am. 
 
Students receive access to an instrument for the full two years.  
 
Throughout the year, our Wind Ensemble performs at the following events: 
 

• A Little Night of Music 

• Redlands Eisteddfod 

• Gala 

• Pathway to Performance Celebration 
 
At the conclusion of their second year, students graduate from Wind Ensemble and move into Wind 
Orchestra and individual or paired music tuition. Students participating in Jazz Band will graduate to 
Stage Band. 
 
The cost of participation in the second year of the program was $210 per term in 2026. This covers 
the cost of music tuition, music resources, instrument servicing and hire. Fees for 2027 will be 
confirmed soon. 
 
We look forward to sharing our application link later this week. If you have any further questions, 
please email performingarts@ormistoncollege.com.au 
 
We look forward to welcoming your child into our wonderful world of music and commencing their 
instrumental music journey.  
 
Kind regards,  
 
Jason Taggart 
Head of Performing Arts 
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PATHWAY TO PERFORMANCE
 AGREEMENT

To secure your child’s position in the Pathway to Performance experience, please read the following carefully, sign 
below and return to the Music Department - music@ormistoncollege.com.au

For Students

• I will attend the weekly rehearsal.
• I will attend my weekly group lesson.
• I understand that this is a two-year experience.
• I will bring all necessary items to each rehearsal and lesson (eg. instrument, cleaning equipment, ensemble

music, pencil and eraser).

• I understand and commit myself to playing my instrument at home and practising each week between lessons.
• My Music Tuition Specialist will expect me to practice for an appropriate amount of time each week and I will 

record my practice as requested.

• I will take care of my instrument and all the accessories that the College is lending to me and will let my Music 
Tuition Specialist know as soon as anything needs fixing or attention. They will provide advice about further 
action required.

• In the event of significant and/or wilful damage occurring to my instrument, the College reserves the right to 
pass on the costs of repairing or replacing the instrument to my parents.

• I understand that I must give my instrument, accessories and ensemble music back to Ormiston College 
towards the end of Term 4 or at anytime it is requested of me.

• I understand that my instrument is only for my use (the use of the student to whom it is lent).

• For hygiene and safety reasons, I will not share my instrument with others.

• I will endeavour to ‘give things a go’ and try my best to improve my playing skills, even when things get tricky.
• I will try my best to concentrate in class and I will at all times behave in the way which Ormiston College 

expects of me.

For Parents
• I/We understand that fees for the Pathway to Performance experience will be billed as per the Music Tuition 

Schedule of Fees.

• I/We also understand that these fees will be billed to my/our Parent Account and are to be paid in advance each 
term.

• I/We understand that students are committed to the program for the full period of two years.
• If my child wishes to withdraw prior to the conclusion of the two-year experience, communication must be made 

four weeks prior to the end of term in writing to the Dean of Music. There will be no refund of the levy if 
participation is discontinued at any other times.

• I/we understand that the musical instrument required by my child for the experience will be provided on loan by 
the College and agree to complete a musical instrument loan agreement and will be bound by the conditions 
thereof.

Student name:

Student signature:

Parent/Guardian name:

Instrument accepted: Date:

Parent/Guardian signature:




