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Nathan Gremmo is still an inspiration to others …

T

The Gremmo family and the Oakhill College community, continue
to mourn the sudden and tragic death in early May of Nathan.
Nathan, a very popular member of Year 8, Hills District Junior
Rugby League Player and Glenhaven boy was hit by a car while crossing
Glenhaven Road on Thursday 30th April and passed away the next day.
More than 3000 people, young and not so young, from all walks
of life gathered in the Centenary Sports Centre on Monday 11th May to
farewell this very special young man.
Nathan’s father, Michael Gremmo (Class of 1986), paid an
extraordinary tribute to his beloved son. In his tribute Michael
acknowledged the driver of the car that struck his son.
The gathering was visibly moved by the account of the six people
including a baby boy who are recipients of the donation of Nathan’s

vital organs.
As the hearse drove past, 600 balloons were released into the sky
by the young people of Oakhill.
Nathan’s short life of 13 years was lived to the full. His cheeky
smile, his love for life, his pride in his family, school and country will
live on in the hearts of so many people for years to come.

Jerseys Commemorate Lasting Gift of Life
People from hundreds of businesses and at least one hundred
schools across Australia and even overseas, including Oakhill,
wore their favourite jersey on the first Friday in September to raise
awareness of organ donations. (continued page 3)

Jersey Day at Oakhill..
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2016 Reunions
The following dates have been set for Reunions in 2016:
SATURDAY 12 MARCH – CLASS of 1976

I

t was in the last edition of the Oakhill
Drive that Mr Steve Molloy, announced his
retirement from the College.
Many emails were received in which much
gratitude was expressed for Steve’s tireless
work at the College. In this edition, that good work is also acknowledged.
In a special way too we remember, the life and legacy of Nathan
Gremmo. The generous act carried out by the Gremmo family in
relation to Organ Donation is to be highly commended.
Next year is the 80th Anniversary of the College and it also marks
40 years since young women were welcomed here. Oakhill is a place
that is rightly and justly proud of many thousands of graduates and
students of the present day. It is always a delight to hear from you.
An initiative next year is the Inaugural Alumni Golf Day. It is hoped
that this might become an annual event.
On behalf of Br Peter Ryan, the Principal, and the entire College
Community the hope is expressed that you all receive every possible
blessing during the Christmas Season and the year that lies ahead.

Br Raymond J Khan
Community Relations Officer

Inaugural Alumni Golf Day – 22 April 2016
Former students and friends of the College are warmly invited to attend the Oakhill
College Inaugural Alumni Golf Day to be held at Riverside Oaks Golf Club, Cattai on
FRIDAY 22 April 2016. Next year will be the 80th Anniversary of the College. The

SATURDAY 7 MAY – CLASS of 1986
SATURDAY 13 AUGUST – The 50s Reunion
SATURDAY 10 SEPTEMBER – CLASS of 1996
SATURDAY 5 NOVEMBER – CLASS of 2006
Mark the date in your Calendar NOW! Formal invitations to
the Reunions will be sent approximately six weeks prior to
the Event.
We look forward to welcoming you ALL back to the College.

your feedback
Andrew Elliot (Member of Staff, 1992 – 2001): I always enjoy
the Oakhill Drive – My brother, John, received a mention in
Volume 32. He was College Captain in 1970 and the Drum
Major of the Cadet Unit.
Matthew Joyce (Vice Captain, Class of 2007): Our family
recently received the latest edition of the Oakhill Drive and
were pleasantly surprised of how much space we were
provided with the lovely photo! Thank you so much for
publishing and assisting with this - everyone in the family are
very proud of this and it was lovely to reach out to the Oakhill
community to let them know what we’ve been doing.

College opened in 1936 with only four students. In January 2016 we are anticipating
1700 young men and women to walk up the famous Oakhill Drive.
A committee has been formed to organise the Golf Day. They include Paul
Brown, Nick Creagh (Class of 1976), David Creagh and Gerard Woods (Class of 1978).
It is hoped that the Golf Day will become an annual event on the Alumni
calendar. The golf package of $140 will include lunch with a round of 18 holes. It
will be a great opportunity to meet up with friends from the past and a chance to
win some great prizes. Sponsorship packages are also available.
See the back page of this edition of the Drive for more information and contact

Jan and Terry Joyce: Terry and I feel very blessed to have four
wonderful children. All of them have very fond memories of
their Oakhill days and we are so appreciative of the academic,
spiritual, sporting and social opportunities provided by the
college. Terry and I were married in the College Chapel in 1982
and Terry scored a century in cricket for St Pius X at Oakhill in
his school days - so we both love Oakhill!

details.
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The Gremmo Family – Vanessa, Rafi, David, Michael, Kylie, Koby, Richard, Ashley, Andrew, Ethan, Jett, Melissa, Isabel, Annaliese.

The vision of the Gremmo
family is that Jersey Day will
become an annual event and will
encourage people to talk about
organ donation and prompt
people to get involved. Nathan’s
parents, Michael and Kylie and
sisters, Ashley and Annaliese, all
agreed that Nathan would have
wanted to donate his organs
when they were asked at The
Children’s Hospital after the
accident. Michael said that he
could understand families saying
“no” at times of great distress, but his family were united in saying “yes”.
“The comfort we received was that Nathan saved six lives.” Michael
said. The parents of the baby boy had written to the family, saying that
their son who was gravely ill, was “rolling around” like a normal baby two
weeks after his liver transplant.
In an extraordinary chain of events, Nathan had spoken with his
parents about organ donation two weeks prior to the accident after
viewing a documentary.
Two of Nathan’s best friends Bailey Liddicoat and Jack Breene
have already opened up the conversation with their family. Jack said,
“It’s a hard conversation to have but I have seen the effects and how

Picture David Swift

Oakhill students on Jersey Day.
many people can be saved.”
It is the hope of Michael, Kylie, Ashley and Annaliese that many
others will follow and “open up” the conversation.
The last post that Nathan placed on Instagram was: “You only live
once, but if you do it right, once is enough.” (Some Bloke). It is with
certainty that we believe that Nathan “did it right” and that his legacy
will live on for many years to come.
For more information about organ donation and Jersey Day go to:
www.donatelife.gov.au, www.gremmofamily.com.au,
www.jerseyday.com.au

MYSTERY PHOTO
Can you identify the people in this photo?
A prize will be awarded to the person who is the first
to correctly name them.
Send entries to Br Raymond Khan, Community Relations Officer,
at the College or email: drive@oakhill.nsw.edu.au
Unfortunately there wasn’t a winner of the last competition
Volume 32. The prize is still available!
(NB: College staff are ineligible to enter this competition!)
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me on a number of occasions in regard to work around the College – “we
do it once and we do it well!”
A particular passion of Steve’s since he first came to Oakhill has
been to encourage the alumni to reconnect and remain connected with
the College. The Oakhill Drive, the 10 Year Reunions and the Alumni of
Distinction Awards are due to Steve’s initiative.
To use our talents and leave a legacy is something we all desire to
do and here Steve has succeeded. He has been almost self-effacing
in seeking recognition for his achievements. One of the nice things I
have heard said about Steve is that “he will definitely go down in the
college’s history as having made massive improvements/advances in a
professional, decent and gentlemanly manner.”
In my short time back at Oakhill I have become aware that
Steve’s wisdom stretched beyond buildings, finances and alumni.
His contribution to the educational mission and Lasallian values was
outstanding. Oakhill College is a better place to be because of his efforts.
The De La Salle Brothers and Oakhill College, in particular, owe you a
great debt of gratitude for your work as Bursar at the College. Certainly,
you have served with professionalism, commitment and distinction over
the past nineteen years. Well done.”

T

o formally farewell Mr Steve Molloy, family, friends and colleagues
gathered at Novotel Norwest in late October. At this function,
heartfelt comments of gratitude were expressed for Steve’s
generous and untiring service to the College Community over many years.
Some exerpts from the address made by the Principal, Br Peter Ryan.
“When we look back on the history of Oakhill College, we find that different
people featured in prominent ways at various times. But over the past
almost twenty years, Steve Molloy has been quietly prominent in the life
of Oakhill and it is my pleasure and privilege to pay tribute to this era.
In his role as Bursar, Steve has steered the College through times
of great change from the early days when computers were few and far
between to today where every student and staff member has their own
computer; from the days when College assemblies were held in the main
yard to today where a visionary building project led to the construction of
the Centenary Sports Centre opened in 2006. I remember him saying to

Steve and Brother Peter Ryan.
4
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Steve and Carmel Christie - Class of 1982.

Di Herron and Steve.

Stewart Collin – Class of 2008
Laura and Stewart were married by Father Mick O’Callaghan at the
Chapel of St John Baptist de La Salle at Oakhill on 11 April 2015. The
wedding was attended by family and many friends known at Oakhill.
Laura’s brother, Nathan (Class of 2012), who left Oakhill in Year 10 and
pursued a trade in Carpentry, was a groomsman. The first lesson was
read by close friend Gabriella Herzog (Class of 2008). The wedding
reception was held at Miramare Gardens, Terrey Hills.
Laura and Stewart met in January 2009 at an Oakhill friend’s 18th
birthday party. From there, their relationship blossomed over the
following six years. Stewart proposed to Laura on a cruise around
Australia’s east coast.
Since leaving Oakhill, Stewart studied marketing at TAFE and is
now working in the digital marketing team at Woolworths. Laura had
attended Mt St Benedict College and has since completed a bachelor
of Education (Primary) at the Australian Catholic University and is now a
Kindergarten teacher at Christ the King Primary School, North Rocks.
Collins and Scott.
Scott Climpson – Class of 2005
Scott and Collins met in 2011 through a mutual friend when Scott was
on tour in the US. They stayed in touch as friends, started long distance
dating in 2012 and were engaged in November of 2013.
Because Collins was from Los Angeles and Scott from Sydney,
meant two weddings! The first being August 17th, 2014 at the Oakhill
College Chapel with a reception at Oatlands House. Then a month later,
a second ceremony was held in San Juan Capistrano, CA, at a beautiful
Spanish inspired venue called Serra Plaza.
Collins works at Coca-Cola as a Manager of Creative Activation
working with partners including Disney and Universal Studios and also
runs a family, lifestyle and landscape photography business. Scott is
a Junior Project Manager for an IT Network Security company called
Vimro. He is continuing his interest in music by writing and performing
with multiple artists in Southern California.
At present they are living in Los Angeles, with their cat Walter.

Laura and Stewart.

www.hillscom.com.au
Hills Commercial Rouse Hill are a team of expert commercial and industrial agents specialising throughout Western
Sydney, including Hills Shire Council, Blacktown City Council, Hawkesbury City Council and Holroyd City Council areas.
Leon Burford and Jonathan Clowes have over 40 years of combined commercial property experience in the North
Western Sydney market and have a formidable knowledge of the local commercial marketplace.
Our specialist services include:
n

Commercial, industrial and retail property sales

n

Commercial, industrial and retail property leasing

n

Project Marketing and Special Projects

n

Commercial/industrial asset and property management.

Our property management team are specialists in reducing overheads and making your property more profitable.
Our office manage strata and freestanding commercial/industrial buildings and retail shopping centres.

Phone: 8884 8777
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David Puleo and Rachel Adams – Class of 2001
David and Rachel were married in the Oakhill College Chapel by Father
Joe Nguyen on 3rd May 2014. David’s groomsmen included his brothers,
Matthew (Class of 1998) and Chris (Class of 2003), Guy Pinkerton
(Class of 2001) and Edward Adams (Class of 1999). The wedding was
followed by a rural reception with family and friends.
After finishing school at Oakhill, David graduated from the University
of Sydney with a Bachelor of Architecture and since has designed and
delivered plans for commercial, residential, industrial, education and
government projects of a very diverse range.
Rachel studied Criminology and International Security Studies and
currently works for the NSW Government.

Luke Joslin as Gantaire.
Luke Joslin – Class of 1997 – Les Miserables (2014-2015)
Many of our readers would have enjoyed the marvellous production of
Cameron McIntosh’s Les Miserables, performances of which have been
in Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane. Some of our Alumni would well
remember the College’s production in 2002, under the direction of the
legend, Mrs Di Herron.
The connection with Les Miserables continues with Luke Joslin.
Luke has played the role of Grantaire in the Sydney, Melbourne and
Brisbane productions.
Luke has appeared in many other productions including: ‘Pinnochio’
for Sydney Theatre Company, ‘Annie’ for GFO, ‘Dr Zhivago’ for GFO and
‘Avenue Q’ where he won a Helpmann Award and a Greenroom Award for
best Supporting Actor.
Luke also directed the charity concert Beyond Miserables in
August at the Capitol Theatre. The charity chosen for the concert was
Beyondblue, a not for profit organisation working to reduce the impact
of anxiety, depression and suicide in Australia. Over $90,000 was
raised during the evening.
Luke writes: “At present, I’m venturing more into Directing. At the end
of this year I’ll be directing the ‘Giggle and Hoot and Friends’ Live Show for
the ABC which is to open at the Arts Centre in Melbourne. Sometimes I
wish I was still back at Oakhill. My best years were spent there.”
6
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Rachael and David.
Nathan Morabito – Class of 2007
In the years following Nathan’s graduation in 2007 he has been a
Store Manager in the automotive industry. He was married to Rebecca
at Oakhill College Chapel. Their honeymoon was taken at the favourite
holiday destination at Foster. They then prepared to move into their own
home and to set up a family. Bella, the second daughter, was born in
early September. Nathan’s parents, Tina and Tony, greatly enjoy being
grandparents. We wish them all well.

Rebecca and Nathan Morabito (with Nathan’s parents, Tina and Tony).

Matthew Felsman – Class of 2003
Matthew writes: “Since graduating
from Oakhill in 2003 there has not
been a dull moment. After school I
enrolled in The Contemporary Music
Centre Australia and I worked as a
guitar teacher at Maxx Music in
Castle Hill. I went on to graduate with
an Advanced Diploma in Music, and
worked playing with various local and
cover bands while teaching. Fitness
became a massive part of my life at
this time and I went on to compete
Matthew Felsman.
and win two Australasian Natural
Bodybuilding Federation competitions. One of the spin offs was that I
was recruited as a model for a few AussieBum swimwear campaigns.
Life was becoming very different and after mingling with some new
crowds I became involved in an events management company
alongside my guitar playing. On top of this I decided to use some of
my music industry knowledge to book and manage friends who were
trying to make it as DJs. We ran multiple tours around Australia and I
helped them onto the Aria charts. I travelled a little overseas and then
decided to move to Perth for a sea change where I worked labouring
as a carpet layer while continuing to play guitar. When I came back
to Sydney I decided it was time to get serious about a career and I
went about working in a few sales roles. Through some friends I then
began working as an assistant at a small share market advisory firm,
studying for my entry level qualifications in my spare time and working
in a bar to pay the rent. This has led me to where I am now, a Private
Wealth Advisor at Shaw and Partners – the old Shaw Stockbroking. I am
a member of the Stockbrokers Association of Australia and possesses
accreditations from Deakin University, I appear fortnightly on Sky News
Business and contribute to the Sydney Morning Herald BusinessDay,
the Australian Financial Review, The Motley Fool and Dow Jones News
Wires regularly.”

O

n the 17th May Br Michael Fitzgerald celebrated his Diamond Jubilee
as a De La Salle Brother. Br Michael joined with several other
Jubilarians including Br Max Sculley (formerly known as Br Thomas
– Oakhill College 1965 to 1968) in a Mass of Thanksgiving in the Chapel of
St John Baptist de La Salle. Following the Mass Br Michael along with
Brothers, family and friends gathered for a luncheon in the CSC Foyer.
Many readers of the Oakhill Drive would remember Brother Michael
as one of their teachers. His term at Oakhill College stretched from
1972 to 1997. When he departed from Oakhill he had the honour of
being one of the longest serving members of staff. Countless students
would have been under Brother Michael’s care and guidance in the
“workshop”. Technical drawing, woodwork, metal work, pottery, art,
design and technology were all his specialities.
Br Michael expressed thanks to God for his vocation as a De
La Salle Brother and the opportunities of being of service to many
young people over those years. He currently resides in the Castle Hill

HERE AND THERE
Mark Ilic (Class of 1992) – is flying for Qantas. You’ll see Mark at
the controls of the A380s.
Dr Dean Morris (Class of 2005) – is in the early stages of
training for Orthopaedic Surgery at Liverpool Hospital.
Fr Michael De Stoop (Class of 1990) – is Parish Priest of St
Benedict’s Broadway.
Lachlan O’Brien (Class of 2003) – starred in the Strathfield
Musical Society’s production of The Phantom of the Opera
in the role of Raoul de Chagny. Lachlan was also on stage in
a recent production of City of Angels and is now involved in
Beauty and the Beast.
Nick Creagh (Class of 1976) - Nick is very proud of the
achievements of his three children, including eldest son Ben,
who captained the St George Illawarra Dragons in the 2015
NRL season.

Now Available in the
Woolworths Chill Section
Pizza tastes better
on Julian’s
Now everyone can enjoy pizza.
Australia’s No.1 selling gluten
free pizza base is now available
in your local Woolworths chill
section.
Ideal for people with special
dietary requirements, including
gluten free and vegan. Just add
a topping of your choice for
the perfect pizza!

For further information Ph: 02 9482 9317
admin@juliansglutenfree.com.au
www.juliansglutenfree.com.au

Community. Besides
still being a keen
gardener he offers his
services each week as
a Catechist at Samuel
Gilbert Public School.
He continues to put
his computer skills to
good use in designing
projects for Brothers
both in Australia and
overseas.
Congratulations
Br Michael – and thank
you for 60 years of Faith,
Service and Community!

Br Michael Fitzgerald.
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Kurt Herzog
– Class of 2010
Kurt realised a lifelong
dream when he was
selected to make his
Australian swimming
team debut at the
World Championships
in August. Kurt’s years of
effort have enabled him
to be selected for the
national team. Enduring
injury, illness and even a
nasty training mishap in
Russia, Kurt stepped up
onto the blocks alongside
Kurt Herzog.
his childhood idol Grant
Hackett for the Australian team’s 4 X 200m freestyle relay.
Kurt helped secure a finals berth for the Australian 4x200m
freestyle relay team. The team went on to win the bronze medal,
earning Kurt his first Australian team medal. Despite his interrupted
preparation, Kurt was ecstatic.
As well as keeping on top of his training, Kurt takes time to study
for a Bachelor of Sports Business.
Kurt writes: “My swimming years at Oakhill College were some
of my favourite. The culture of both the swim team and support
of the school really spurred me on to keep chasing my dreams
of representing Australia. I very frequently reminisce representing
Oakhill in the pool with all my mates - especially winning the 4x50
freestyle relay at State All Schools with my twin brother Luke, Jordan
Burden (Class of 2010) and Nathan Roughly (Class of 2011) under the
coaching support of Mrs Jeanette Britts, Mr Saxon Bowles (Class of
1990) and Mr Damian Asprey.”

also the proud recipient of the Hills Shire Times’ Junior Sports Star in
2014. Lachlan Anderson (College Vice-Captain 2015) worked extremely
hard to gain selection in the Australian Schoolboys’ Team. Lachlan
and Harrison were also selected to represent Australia in the Rugby
7s team at the Youth Commonwealth Games held in Samoa. To add
to Lachlan’s success, he was named as Co-Captain of the Australian
team. Lachlan was also awarded one of two Volvo Scholarships. The
2016 Volvo Scholarships recipients were chosen from the 2015
Australian Schools
and Barbarians Teams.
Lachlan was recognised
as a hard working
and diligent student,
a natural leader and a
young man involved in
a range of community
service projects.
Congratulations, Lachlan!
Ryan Papenhuyzen
(Year 11) is the second
student from the College
to be selected for the
Australian Schoolboys’
Rugby League Team.
Ryan had represented
Australia in touch football
Ryan Papenhuyzen.
last year, but playing
against New Zealand in Rugby League “was at a new level.” Mr
Andrew Wisemantel (Class of 1991), Head of Sport said: “The College
is extremely proud of the achievements of these three young men.
They have all worked hard to reach this level in their chosen codes.
Special CONGRATULATIONS are extended to Ryan on his election as
College Captain for 2016.

Trio’s Success for Australia
Harrison Goddard, Lachlan Anderson and Ryan Papenhuyzen gained
selection in Australian Schoolboys’ Teams in Rugby Union and Rugby
League. With pride they represented their school and country in test
matches in Brisbane during the September holidays. Harrison and
Lachlan represented
Australia in Rugby Union
whilst Ryan was part of
the successful Australian
Schoolboys’ Rugby
League team. This is the
first time in the College’s
history when three
students were selected
in both Rugby codes.
And it is the second
time that Harrison
Goddard (Sports Captain
2015) has represented
Lachlan Anderson and Harrison Goddard.
Australia. Harrison was

Dominic Clarke – Class of 2014
Dominic took time off from study, and pursued his training as a
trampoline gymnast. Dom travelled to Beijing with the NSW High
Performance Squad for more training. In September he was in he
was in Valladolid, Spain representing Australia as a senior athlete. He
was awarded a bronze medal
in the International Age Group
Tournament. Dominic was
selected for several major events.
It has been an exciting year.
The world championship doubles
as the Rio Olympic qualifying
event. Now back in Sydney
Dominic is training for November’s
World Championships in Denmark.
In between he keeps himself
busy coaching trampoline,
kindergym and special needs
groups, as well as having lessons
Dominic Clarke.
in music and theatre.
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nce again Oakhill College decided to get into the spirit of the
Art Gallery of NSW’s prestigious Archibald Prize by holding its
own portrait exhibition. Though the Archibald Prize recognizes a
man or woman distinguished in art, writing, science or politics, Oakhill’s
Teachibald recognizes any man or woman distinguished in teaching.
Whilst this opportunity was opened to all students and teachers to
participate in this initiative, it is also a component of the Year 7 Visual

The Teachibald People’s Choice Winner: Christopher Durante
with his portrait of Ms Roxanne Leopardi.

Arts program. Students
sought permission from
their teachers to paint
their portrait before
embarking on their
artwork. There were
more than 130 portraits
by students and staff
exhibited in the Visual Arts
Department.
The Packing Room
Prize, selected by the
Visual Arts teachers, was
awarded to year 7 student
Marie Hogan’s portrait of Mr Ian Tribolet.
Zachary Almario for his
portrait of Science teacher Mr. Peter Blanch.
Students were asked to reflect on the exhibition and this is what
they had to say:
“It’s a great show because the teachers get to see themselves
interpreted through the eyes of a student,” Hamish Boxall said.
Emily Bayssari said, “It’s a good opportunity for students to
challenge themselves, painting a teacher you see everyday can be
difficult but they have done an amazing job.”
Congratulations also go to Ms Marie Hogan, Visual Arts Co-ordinator,
for her painting of one of our teachers, Mr Ian Tribolet.

W

hat a night it was! Eighteen Debutantes were escorted by the
most charming of young men. Parents, friends and invited
guests witnessed a century old tradition that remains alive
and relevant in 2015.
Almost too much fun was had in the lead up to the Ball. Debutantes
and partners attended dance practice and when asked about the
whole experience many of the group sighted these as a highlight.
Each Debutante had prepared a short address that was read by Mr
Andrew Millar (Class of 1984, Assistant Principal – Mission), the MC for
the evening. Listening to these statements as they were being read, one
realized clearly just how unique and exquisite was each of the individual
Debutantes. And in these, there were many tributes of gratitude made to
families for the unconditional love and support that each had received.
The elegance and grace of the group left many speechless.
Ms Zoe Tidemann (Year 8 Dean) acted as the Matron of Honour
and presented the Debutantes themselves to Professor Nicole Brooke,
(Alumni of Distinction, Class of 1994).
During her formal address to the Debutantes Professor Brooke
asked each of them to find their passion – “ To be clear on their
direction in life and to remember always that the only limits are those
that we place on ourselves.”
Congratulations to the Debutantes of 2015. Oakhill College is very
proud of you indeed!
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T

he annual Science Fair was held in July. During that time
students of Science were addressed by Professionals from
various fields in the STEM industry - Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics: working together to solve problems.
Specialists in sales, accounting, oncology and other medical areas
discussed their own career paths and “Where Science Can Lead.”
It was good to be able to welcome back to Oakhill some of our
Alumni who work in these areas that are scientifically based. Amongst
these guests were Dr Michael Bertoldo (Class of 2003), Dr Shannon
Thomas (Dux, Class of 1998), and Michael Reilly (Class of 1993).
Dr Bertoldo pointed out to the students some of the developments
in IVF; Dr Thomas discussed his role as a vascular surgeon and the
science that is behind kidney transplants. Michael Reilly from Aronics
informed the students on the ways in which ‘STEM’ is helping to
develop and secure airplane flight dynamics.
Appreciation is expressed to our Alumni for their presence with us
and we are hoping that even more of our ex-students will be able return
to the College for the Science Fair in 2016.
Here is a little more information about our special guests.
Dr Michael Bertoldo
– Class of 2001
Michael is a senior
post-doctoral
research fellow of the
School of Women’s
and Children’s Health
at the University of
New South Wales.
His research is
targeted at how
the ovary produces
a good quality
egg. This involves
Dr Michael Bertoldo.
understanding how
the egg communicates with its support cells during egg growth up
until ovulation. This is important as egg quality can have significant
long-term health effects for offspring. He is also interested in how
metabolism can affect egg quality and pregnancy success. The third
and most recent addition to Dr Bertoldo’s research is establishing
techniques termed “fertility preservation” for cancer survivors. Cancer
survival rates have never been higher. However following successful
cancer treatment, females are often faced with the prospect of infertility
as many cancer treatments destroy the eggs within the ovary. By
combining different aspects of his research, he hopes to increase the
possibility of cancer survivors having children of their own.
Michael Reilly – Class of 1993
After leaving Oakhill, Michael began a career in the fields that interested
him, aviation, music and technology.
Michael studied audio engineering and music production and then
joined a business that pioneered the digital delivery of radio advertising
and other content prior to the widespread adoption of the internet and
audio compression technologies in the later part of the 1990’s.

10
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Michael Reilly (right) at a recent Trade Fair in Germany.
In 1998, Michael joined a company producing inflight entertainment
for airlines, where he spent the next fifteen years, playing a key role in
substantially expanding that business across Australia and the world.
In 2014, always seeking to ‘do things outside the box’ Michael joined
an international business in the aviation sector that specialises in the
deployment of wireless and mobile applications. Michael established
their presence in Australia and the broader Asia-Pacific region and this
has led to new opportunities in different sectors including healthcare
and hospitality.
Michael and his wife Svetlana and their daughter Emma live in
Sydney.
Michael sent us this note: “I sincerely hope I was able to help even
in a small way. Giving back a little of my time to Oakhill was worthwhile I have good memories of my time there. If I planted even a seed for any
of the students to think about possible career applications when they
finish school, then that’s a good thing - there are so many places to go
these days!”
Dr Shannon Thomas – College Dux, Class of 1998
Shannon is an Australian trained Vascular, Endovascular and Renal
Transplant Surgeon who holds appointments at the Prince of Wales
Hospital in Sydney, and a conjoint lecturer position at the University
of New South Wales.
Having completed post
fellowship training in
Germany and Italy,
Shannon has developed
a subspecialty interest in
Diabetic Vasculopathy, in
particular, small vessel
angioplasty techniques
to salvage critically
ischaemic limbs. His
Dr Shannon Thomas and Mr Damien
other interests include
interventional nephrology Sylvester.
(Renal Access), Aortic Aneurysmal and occlusive disease, as well as
Spinal Access surgery. These interests are accompanied by active
vascular research and teaching commitments.
And remember if you wish to get involved in the 2016 Science Fair
please contact Mrs Sandra Woodward – swoodward@oakhill.nsw.edu.
au. We would be delighted to hear from you.

Christopher Paul Nalletamby – Class of 1985 RIP

E

arlier this year the
College community bade
a final farewell to one of
its great characters. Christopher
passed away in February. He
was born in 1968 and his first
few years were extremely
tough physically with many
visits to The Children’s Hospital
in Camperdown. In 1980, Chris
commenced his schooling at
Oakhill where many life-long
friendships were made. After
completing his HSC, Chris
moved to Wagga Wagga where
he studied at the Riverina Murray Institute of Higher Education. This
was followed by a variety of jobs in the media and he obtained a
degree in Film Editing in 1996. About this time he started working
freelance at the ABC. Chris was much admired for his professional
approach to his job and his extraordinary zest for life.
Tributes were paid to Chris at his funeral by his brother, Patrick
(Class of 1984), and good mates Matthew Anderson (Class of 1985)
and Scott Garry.
Some excerpts from Matthew’s eulogy follow. “Chrispy, C.P, Nalla,
Walla, Tombe, Nablet, were just some of his many nicknames. Chris
was simply everyone’s best mate.
He was first and foremost a passionate storyteller. His stories
always came from the heart and were regaled in an effusive and
expressive manner with those green diamonds some called eyes.
I remember our first meeting at Oakhill College in 1978. There was a
piggy-back competition and Chris and I were paired together. The

aim was to carry your partner to one end of the hall, change roles
and return. The size difference was a concern and I said to Chris that
I doubted he could carry me. He looked at me and said, “Of course I
can’t carry you the whole way, I’ll explain to the teachers when we
win.” We did win and Chris had no trouble convincing the teachers of
the legitimacy of the win. The irony was that he would carry me, teach
me and be for me a rock over the next thirty seven years.
His love of sport, art, film and music lead him to all parts of this
country and far beyond. Chris demonstrated that life is there to be
lived…and he certainly squeezed the most from every moment.
Words certainly don’t do justice to his many achievements. A filmmaker, an editor, an author, a photographer, a big game fisherman, a
restorer, a sportsman, an actor, an avid gardener, reader, talker, lawn
bowler, artist, music buff, cinema goer, explorer and thinker, to name
just a few! Above all he made people laugh, smile and realize the joy
in living and exploring life.
We are wealthy beyond words for having known Chris. One last
favour Chris. On your way to the pavilion raise your cap and bat in the
air; you’ve played an innings beyond compare.”

REST IN PEACE
Ben Gierek – 2013 – (Class of 1990)
Br Edward Becker fsc – 2015 – Oakhill College, 1940 - 1941
Paul James Cooper – 2015 – (Class of 1991) – brother of Sara
(Class of 1996) and step-brother of Todd Rathgeber (Class of
1988)
Sophia Vale – 2015 – (Class of 2005) – sister of Nicholas
(Class of 2004)

CASTLE HILL (02) 9894 1133
4/27 Victoria Avenue, Castle Hill, NSW 2154
(Behind the Castle Hill Tavern)

Email: castlehill@ultratune.com.au

Log Book Servicing
All Mechanical Repairs
Brake, Steering & Suspension
Rego Inspections

Blue Slip Inspections
All Auto Electrical Services
Air Conditioning Services & Repairs
Fleet Services & Maintenance

You can get your vehicle serviced PLUS we can supply and fit
your new quality tyres… you’ll never have to go anywhere else!
MENTION THIS AD TO GET A 10% DISCOUNT ON YOUR NEXT VISIT*
*Conditions Apply
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O

nce again members of the classes during the 50s gathered at
Ryde-Eastwood Rugby League Club for their annual reunion.
This has become a standard date - the second Saturday in
August. Once again memoires were shared and stories told. During
the 50s the senior students had classes with the Junior Novices
in the De La Salle Training College building – now known as the DE
Building. Several Brothers were held in very high esteem during these
years particularly the late Br Damian Harvey (former Principal) and Br
Christian Moe (Mentone Community).
One from the Class of 1955, Enrico Maronese, has as a “claim
to fame” of being the sole Life Member of the Oakhill Old Collegians
Association. Eric writes: “Here is a bit of history. In 1960 under the
guidance of Br Damien Harvey, then Principal of the College, we formed
the Oakhill Old Collegians Association. The late Paul McShane (Class
of 1955) and I paid up and were accepted as Life Members.” Someone
pointed out at our Reunion, that I am still a life member, albeit of a now
non-existing Association. I have presented my receipt as proof!
Mark the date – Saturday 13 August 2016, for the next gathering of
this group of great men!

T

his may or not be true! However, the Class of 1985 certainly
gave this a “good shake” at their own 30 Year Reunion held
in July. It was a joyful, fun-filled weekend, which included, on
the Friday, bare-foot lawn bowls at the North Sydney Bowling Club,
a morning tea and tour of the school followed by (optional) tennis,
and the finale - the cocktail party at the Treehouse in North Sydney
attended by over sixty people.
In typical Oakhill fashion, we worked as a ‘Big Team’, comprised
of four smaller sub-teams each tasked with organising various
aspects of the event.
Why bother celebrating 30 years? Aside from having an
excuse to hold a party, it is a significant milestone on many

Matthew Robertson, Pat Kenna, Peter Koen, Stephen Avery.
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The 50s Men. Back: Ron Lucas, Roger Ibbott, Eric Maronese,
Skipton Ryper, Denis Castrission.
Mid: Robert Golding, Bill Darwen, Pat Donoghue, Willie Quan,
John Gorringe.
Front: Vic Brain , Alex Masszauer.

different levels:
l
It is a celebration of career achievements post Oakhill College.
l
It is a celebration of simply surviving thus far.
l
It is most importantly, a celebration of wonderful long term
friendships and relationships built over those wonderful
formative years without the social barriers of ‘keeping up with
the Jones’ and simply being ‘Kate’, ‘Johnno’, ‘Jen’, ‘Andrew’, etc.
I am sure you have been in that social or business situation
where the topic of “...where did you go to school...” came up and
you replied with pride “...OAKHILL COLLEGE, CASTLE HILL...”, and then
you get the approving nod and the facial expression both of which
acknowledge it to be a very good school.

Lena Karam (Yacoub), Kathy Ison,Jeremy Saap, Diane Crossley (Coy).

L to R: Peter Koen, Peter Raftery, Peter Johnston, Peter Geoghan, Adrian Harrington, Peter Lonsdale, Peter McGee, Megan Green, Martin
Peachey, Justin Murdoch, Ellen Faulkner, Claudia Palma, Bro Michael Fitzgerald, Phillip Jamieson, Maria Cook, Stephen Ellich , Jane McMahan,
Gerard Bennett, Jimmy Zeaiter, Karen Jackson, Jane Oliver, Jeremy Saap and Michael Constantine.
I think Oakhill represents the belonging to a group of people with
very similar values and beliefs; where getting on with things through
persistence and teamwork leads to success and excellence.
It was so good to see those who had followed other pathways
prior to 1985. Some of these people have been friends for forty-two
years - another reason to celebrate such a reunion.”
It was truly a wonderful experience to celebrate 30 years and
certainly the ‘Oakhill Spirit’ was seen to be still very much alive in us
old Oakhillians.
Jeremy Saap – (team leader extraordinaire)

Dan Maher – Class of 2002
Dan writes: “For three generations the family has owned and
operated the Car Repairs business at Dural. It was started in 1969
by my grandfather Bill Maher not too far from the College. My own
father Garry continued the business with my Grandfather for many
years, and the three of us then worked together from late 2002 when
I started my apprenticeship. I now conduct the business with my

It’s Always Hard to get Everyone’s Attention.

father. In recent years it has enjoyed growth and development. My
mother helps in the office and my brother, Joel (Class of 2005) also
worked with us for a short time.
We are still involved with the College and with interest read through
‘The Drive’. In winter we attend the College Rugby games. I was a member
of the 1st XV when the team won the ISA competition in 2002. That was
the beginning of the successes of the now Oakhill Rugby Giant. “
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Back Row: Mr Damian Asprey, Anthony Marren, Paul Valenti, Anthony Aiossa, Darren Macey, Steven Castellan, Michael Krivanek, Marco Palma,
Scott Buscall, Gareth Timbs, Nathan Gale, Paul Pozzabon, Joseph Lizier, Rob Rodent, Marc Bossoti, Adam Rollback, Justin Mulder, Mr Peter Coen.
Front Row: Natalie Cooper, Amy Macey, Melissa Heagney, Tiff Cooper, Rebecca Stanton, Joanne Mckay, Mrs Julianne Stanton.

O

ur efforts to track former students resulted in our contacting
156 people in our Facebook Group “Oakhill Class of 1995”.
We gathered at Oakhill College with partners and family.
This was a trip down memory lane for those present with a fabulous
afternoon tea. For those of you that haven’t been to Oakhill in a
while it’s worth every minute to have a look at how the school has
innovated and developed. Ian Jimenez was that excited he decided
it would be a good idea to get one more handrail slide down the
stair well of the Year 7/8 building in…and he didn’t get an afternoon
detention this time!
Nicki Johnston organised a great venue at Surry Hills and nearly
ninety people convened for the evening function. The food was
exceptional and the drinks were flowing. People that didn’t talk to
each other at school were best mates on the night and it showed
the true culture of the Year of 95 and Oakhill College in general.
Some of the stories and memories of the past were simply
outstanding on a night that no one wanted to end, particularly Tim
Pullen. Words won’t do justice to the warmth and comradely that
existed in the room. We finished up with the number one song of
1995, Gangsta’s Paradise… Ben Cordony and Riad Azzi were in their
element.
I just hope that those reading this organise their own reunions

Adam Majsay, Elizabeth Nikoloudis and Brooklyn Petre.
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and get involved. Life’s too short not to.
For anyone who’s reading this from the Class of 95 who missed
out please contact Rod Frost on Facebook or Br Raymond at the
College. Our next reunion is in 5 years plus suggestions of a family
BBQ day earlier. Stay tuned!
Rodney Frost and Nicki Johnston

Claire Elizabeth (Palmer), Vicky Cutura, Tiffany Cooper (Chalk),
Rodney Frost and Melissa Jimenez.

Nicki Johnston, Justin Mulder and Kathyrn Burnett (nee Burridege).

M

ichael O’Brien writes: “In May this year a number
of ex-collegians met for lunch at the Fingerwharf,
Woolloomooloo. We were there to celebrate the combined
60th birthdays of Mark Ainsworth, Tony Kennedy and Stephen
Sippel - all members of the Class of 1972.
Present also were a number of fellow classmates and some
others from about the same year with their wives. The lunch
afforded an opportunity to reconnect many, some of whom, had
not seen each other for ages and yet, despite the passage of time,
were able to re-engage and recall with nostalgia fond memories and
no doubt some embellishment as happens with stories over time.
Steve observed in an impromptu address to those assembled that
there had been a great spirit of camaraderie within the Class of ‘72
and bonds of friendship had remained strong despite the passage
of time and the tyranny of distance.”

Conrad Staff (College Captain 1972), Tony Kennedy, John Ryan,
Mark Fogarty, Stephen Sippel, Damien O’Mara and Michael O’Brien.

T

he Class of 2005 Reunion which was held in early November
was the last one to be held at Oakhill during this year.
This remarkable group of young people shared so many
wonderful memories and stories of their years at the College. The
College Captains, Justine Kissane and Matthew Abi-Arrage were
instrumental in bringing the group together. Over seventy attended
the afternoon tea and more than one hundred the evening event. Br
Raymond, in his welcoming address, quoted from the 2005 Yearbook
report by the then College Vice-Captains, Andrew Gallagher and
Alana Cook, “The Class of 2005 was brought to its knees through
tragedy too many times, yet together we managed to stand taller,
our courage, faith and the famous spirit of Oakhill College pulling
us through. We pray that the relationships developed over our time
at Oakhill will continue long after our final exam, our final shove in
the canteen line, and our final walk down that scared drive.” This
quotation really sums up the wonderful spirit that still exists in those
of that 2005 Class!

Matt Abi-Arrage and Mark Leslie.

Angus McNamara, Joe Hutchinson, Luke Quinlivan, Nathan Turpin,
Lachlan Parker, Victor Urgon, Chris Thorburn and James Barclay.

Lana Jeavons-Fellows, Sandra & Gerard d’Arbon and Justine Kissane.
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Oakhill College Inaugural
Alumni Golf Day
Riverside Oaks Golf Club
Friday 22nd April 2016

book now
Ambrose style tournament
18 hole – Registration 8.00am
Tee Off – 9.00am
Lunch provided

Golf (including cart)
and Lunch - $140
Lunch only - $30
Sponsorship packages
- $200

Book at: www.trybooking.com/165816
Enquiries: Paul Brown: 0419 994 584 email: busybrownies@hotmail.com
Nick Creagh email: nickcreagh@yahoo.com.au
David Creagh: 0419 238 421 email: dcreagh@westpac.com.au
Gerard Woods email: gwoods@sunrice.com.au
Br Raymond Khan, Community Relations Officer: 02 9899 2288
email: broray@oakhill.nsw.edu.au

ALL Former Students and Friends of the College are
most Welcome
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