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Affiliation to the Brothers
of the Christian Schools
Earlier this year Mr Christopher Goodman was nominated for Affiliation as a Member of the Brothers of
the Christian Schools. The General Council in Rome has approved this and Chris is now Chris Goodman
afsc, and in endearment, we may refer to him as Br Chris.
The criteria for Affiliation involves the support of the Institute
in its mission of human and Christian education by a personal
commitment through numerous different contributions. Chris
covers all the criteria through his work at Oakhill College, the
District of Australian New Zealand Pakistan Papua New Guinea
and his work in the wider Lasallian family in India and the
Philippines.
Chris commenced at Oakhill College in 1997 as a Religion and
TAS Teacher. During his time at Oakhill, he spent the majority of
his years as the Academic Head of Technology and Applied Studies
Department.
Having always been involved and committed to the service,
mission and community of Oakhill College, Chris was promoted
to Director of Mission in 2017. His list of achievements includes,
but is not limited to, overseeing the Lasallian Youth Leaders
Program and running numerous service programs such as visits
to the Anglicare Retirement Village and annual Year 11 Mission
Immersions to the Philippines and India starting in 2009; working
with the San Miguel Family Centre, Red Shield Appeal, Christmas
hamper delivery and busking for St Vincent de Paul; overseeing
Founder’s Day and Encounter Days; supporting Lasallian Mission
Services through organising College Student Leaders attending
Leaders camps and working alongside staff and students on student
reflection days; student retreats and staff spirituality days; Mother’s
Day, Father’s Day and weekly Masses; is a member of the Catholic
Lasallian Policy Committee at the College; HSC Marker, Judge

Marker, Itinerant Marker, and Senior Marker for Design and
Technology; supports twinning arrangements between Oakhill
College and Albans in Pakistan, plus The Breakfast Club in Hohola
PNG; with AIME, Uncle Wez and the Aboriginal & Torres Strait
Islander Coordinator has developed a support programme for the
Blacktown Girls High School Yarn Circle and Jarjum College,
Redfern; he is a graduate of Buttimer, a three year International
Lasallian Professional Development course; facilitated attendance
of staff to the Lasallian Service Induction Programme annually;
co-ordinated and hosted the Board of Studies [NESA] at Oakhill
College for the Pilot Marking of Design & Technology Practical
Projects for ten years; is a Level 1 Cricket Coach, coaching Oakhill
cricket since 1999; was an ISA Selector for hockey and cricket; and
has coached the famous Oakhill girls’ hockey since 2009.
Br Chris afsc manifests a favourable spirit and has high esteem
for Lasallian spirituality. As a Lasallian and leader, he has ensured
that the Lasallian character at Oakhill College is evident to all
who visit and spend time at the College. He has encouraged and
supported staff and students who have participated in district-wide
programmes and has been instrumental in guiding many Oakhill
students to a further life of service and commitment. He is a
much-loved member of Oakhill College and is well deserved of this
recognition for his tireless work and dedication.
Br Chris afsc reflects: ‘My life has truly been blessed as an educator
at Oakhill College. I have been given so many opportunities by
the De La Salle Brothers to share in their amazing work where
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each student is at the heart of the work we do. I want to thank our
Principal, Br Steve Hogan and the General Council in Rome for the
honour. I acknowledge all the Principals of Oakhill College that I
have worked with for the opportunities, and my De La Salle friends
across the world for their inspiration. A special mention to my Indian
Brothers who truly show me how to live La Salle. To be made an
Affiliated Member of the Brothers of the Christian Schools is a real
honour and privilege. It is an honour that I share with my supportive
family, the Mission@Oakhill team and the amazing colleagues that
accompany me ‘to fight the good fight’. Most importantly, it is the
students of Oakhill College who take up the opportunities provided
to change themselves and in doing so go on to change the world.
Oakhill College students are the true heroes in my Lasallian journey
and for this wonderful recognition – thank you.
May we always remember to Enter to Learn and Leave to Serve and
may Jesus live in our Hearts – Forever’.

From Our
Principal
The prophet Micah wrote in about 700BC
“This is all God asks of you, to act justly, love
tenderly, and walk humbly with your God”.
St Irenaeus (202AD) wrote: “The glory of God is
the human person fully alive”.

Benefaction to the Brothers
of the Christian Schools
The General Council has
made Mrs Heather Muirhead
a Benefactor of the Brothers
of the Christian Schools
in Rome. The criteria for
recognition is someone who
supports the local Lasallian
community through a specific
service and manifests a favourable spirit to the
Brothers and the Lasallian educational mission.
Heather has worked at Oakhill since 1991. She started in the
Library and in mid 1993, took on the additional role of Archivist.
In 2020, Heather left her position in the Library so she could
dedicate all her time to being the College Archivist. Heather is
devoted to Oakhill College and the Lasallian mission here at the
College and is most deserving of the recognition as Benefactor.
Some of Heather’s involvement and commitment at Oakhill
includes assistance with St Lucy’s Day; preparation and event
management of our Show Team; assistance in invitational tennis
tournaments; Science Club activities; hosting and assisting with
class reunions and College Tours; and providing displays whenever
needed.
As a Benefactor and Affiliate, Heather and Chris are remembered
daily in the Brothers’ prayers in all communities around the world.
They are part of the local and international family of the Brothers.
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Both authors are very wise, their truths so simple, yet so profound.
Both notions form part of our mission here at Oakhill College to
inspire students to aspire to greatness: grounded, aiming for the stars;
respectful, kind, developing themselves to be the best they can be.
I believe the true test of a successful education is the subsequent
life of a student: the kind of person they become; the extent to
which they are fulfilling their potential, using their gifts and talents
to the best of their ability, for the betterment of others.
John F Kennedy reminds us “All this will not be finished in the first
one hundred days. Nor will it be finished in the first one thousand days,
nor in the life of this administration, nor even perhaps in our lifetime.
But let us begin”.
At Oakhill College, we have a rich tradition of Christian and
Lasallian wisdom to guide us on how to live and conduct our lives
so that peace and stability reign, and the potential of creation is
achieved for all. When we are using our talents to the best of our
ability, we are fulfilling God’s plan, and we are bringing to fullness
the potential of creation. We are fully whom we ought to be “when
we combine in ourselves, the spiritual, a moral for living, a lively mind,
cultural sensitivity, and a healthy sense of the physical”. Archbishop
Oscar Romero goes on to say “Good education must result in young
people being not only gifted and accomplished but also wise and holy.
This is what we are about: We plant seeds that one day will grow.
We water seeds already planted, knowing that they hold the future
promise”.
Human flourishing has to be a central focus of education. Every
gram of leadership has to be nurtured so that it can engender
positive change. Leadership that moves a situation from good, to
better, to best, will happen more effectively based on spiritual values
and ethics. Such inspiration is not common but is essential in a
borderless global world. Lasallians must be leaders of change, bearers
of hope, bridging differences, touching hearts, transforming lives.
Sir Br Pat Lynch, Oakhill College Director, in 2010 said “Schools
need to deliberately build enough confidence in their students, so
each possesses these character dimensions: resilient personalities,
audacious thinkers, imaginative dreamers, critical questioners,
innovative inventors, enthusiastic experimenters, faith-filled leaders,
strong-willed individuals in the face of adversity, and committed
collaborators”.
I have a strong belief in ensuring that while education keeps
evolving, we do not sacrifice foundation. This is true of the best
achieving education jurisdictions in the world such as Singapore,

Shanghai and Hong Kong. While we must accommodate the new
competencies of collaborative problem solving known as project-based
learning (PBL) in multiple disciplined approaches such as STEM
(Science-Technology-Engineering-Maths), using metacognitive
strategies, we must also ensure at least age-based progress in the
fundamentals of reading, writing, spelling, and grammar, as well as
mathematics, logic and reason. Teaching and learning today requires
keeping both the tried and true while evolving the use of technology,
ensuring students have the ability to access and process information
developing creativity, collaboration, and critical thinking. We need to
ensure students have an understanding of the math and the basics of
language to construct meaningful texts before collaboration can be
effective – back to the future.
It has been some time since our last Oakhill Drive – the last being
in 2018. However, we now have a Communications and Marketing
Department eager to connect with ALL our alumni and build
strategies that meet your needs. I ask and encourage all readers to advise
any alumni they know to reach out to us, so we can update our register.
Since the last Oakhill Drive, the College has completed a Master
Plan that will reshape the campus more significantly than any time in
the College’s previous 84 years, while respecting and preserving the
character, charism and ethos which is Oakhill College. The first
building, the Innovation Hub, some 4,000sqm, housing all Technology
and Science subjects, will be located alongside the Carmody Theatre
while the Wagan Building (the old Brothers House) will be pulled
down. This will create a central plaza that all buildings will open onto
and link at the top of the Oakhill Drive. The canteen will be rebuilt
behind the Adrian building with bridges to the new cafeteria-style
Student Commons. These new facilities will not necessarily grow the
campus which next year will be close to its peak at just under 2,000
students – for some alumni of yesteryear, this means over 400 students
in each Year 11 and Year 12.
Change is so rapid that the future comes upon us before we get
time to think and prepare for it. It is, therefore, more important than
ever that we focus on what is uniquely human and to ensure that
connectedness to humanity is at the centre of all our ‘being’. In our
Lasallian tradition, this is achieved via our three core principles of faith,
service, and community. Faith is that recognition of the connectedness
of human beings to each other, drawn to an awareness of something
bigger and more essential than oneself, leaving one compelled to
respond through service in community. While we step tentatively into
the future, we focus on the skills and values of routines and protocols
that keep us connected.
In this milieu of unprecedented rapid change, we need to ensure we
are the drivers of evolution. Quite possibly for the first time in human
history and global ecology, human beings can determine the human
trajectory and the ecology of the planet, the evolution of our state of
being – something we of the Christian faith view as fundamentally
the design of God. This is not to say this trajectory denies the existence
of the salvific plan of God but rather that our free will gives us the
choice to evolve to a full unity within the salvific mystery.
“… we do things not because they are easy, but because they are hard

because that goal will serve to organise and measure the best of our
energies and skills, because that challenge is one that we are willing to
accept, one we are unwilling to postpone, and one which we intend to
win” as JFK encourages us in his famous ‘Rice Moon Speech’, given at
Rice University, Houston, Texas, on 12th September 1962.
It would not be complete and indeed would be remiss of me if I were
to conclude without reference to these most strange and challenging
of times – quarantine – and the necessity to move to ‘remote learning’.
From all accounts, Oakhill College transitioned the whole school
very smoothly with only a day’s notice. The College already had
lessons published on the College intranet, Oaklife. Deputy Principal
Mr Munday, Assistant Principal Curriculum Ms Garofano, and
Assistant Principal Pastoral Care Ms Gillis worked with staff to move
all teaching, learning, pastoral and co-curricular programmes online
by enhancing the material on Oaklife with detailed lesson plans and
video-conferencing every lesson via Microsoft Teams. Protocols were
sent out to families the night before requiring students to change into
College uniform, set themselves up in their house and be ready for the
first lesson at 8:35am. During this time, our committed staff helped
our community stay connected. Our Youth Ministry Team sent
weekly videos to share good news stories and interactive challenges
while joining them in prayer; our Sport Department provided age
and code specific training and video sports programs; our Mission
Team provided videos with insights, activities and prayers; our Drama
Department facilitated a lip sync video of the upcoming Urinetown;
our Read to Succeed program was launched remotely, with numerous
online reading opportunities; Tutor Group Days were held; and our
College Tour, Girls Enrolment Information Evening and parent
teacher interviews were taken online for the first time - just to name a
few. This transition time was very successful, and we thank all our staff
for their hard work and are glad to have our students back onsite.
As Winston Churchill said, “success is not final, failure is not fatal: it
is the courage to continue that counts. Never, never, never, give up”. And
Marcus Aurelius, “Because a thing is difficult for you, do not, therefore,
suppose it to be beyond mortal power. On the contrary, if anything is
possible and proper for man to do, assume that it must fall within your
own capacity”.
It is our mission here at Oakhill College to inspire students to aspire
to greatness: grounded, aiming for the stars; developing themselves to
be the best they can be.
Br Steve Hogan, Principal fsc
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Giving to Oakhill College
Leave a Legacy for Future Generations
Financial support is essential to the continued
success of Oakhill College. We encourage all
members of the Oakhill College community
to support the Building Fund through annual
gifts and contributions. All donations to
the Oakhill College Building Fund are taxdeductible. By working together, we can
all make a difference here at the College
in providing the best possible facilities and
resources for teaching and learning; for both
today’s students and the next generation.
You can make a tax-deductible gift to the
Oakhill College Building Fund by visiting
http://www.schooleasypay.com.au/oakhill/
and select Voluntary Building Fund Donation,
or if you would like to discuss a particular
contribution, please contact Br Steve Hogan
(Principal). When making your donation,
please enter the Record ID as your year of
graduation or the year of your youngest
child’s graduation. If you are a current parent,
please use your Family ID from your College
Fees Statement. You will automatically
be sent a receipt in acknowledgement of
your generous donation at the end of the
current financial year. For more information,
please contact Mrs Elke Forrest, Bursar
and Operations Manager on 9634 0801 or
email eforrest@oakhill.nsw.edu.au. This is an
opportunity to live out our Lasallian tradition
– “Enter to Learn. Leave to Serve”.

We would like to thank the Hon Mr Julian
Lesser, Federal Member for Berowra and
Hon Mr Dominic Perrottet, State Member
for Epping and NSW Treasurer for their
ongoing support of Oakhill College.
In 2019, Hon Mr Julian Lesser approved
a $200,000 BGA Grant for capital works
for disability access to provide a lift in our
Solomon building. This is an important final
link in our Master Plan enabling our large
campus to be fully accessible for wheelchairs
to all teaching areas of the College;
and
Hon Mr Dominic Perrottet who approved
a Community Grant of $20,000 so we may
update our cricket nets.

Our Innovation Hub
While tradition and a simple, rural, family school charm are all
cornerstones of Oakhill College, we must offer contemporary learning
spaces which are designed to deliver modern ways of learning.
To embrace technology as a tool for research, learning and communication,
Oakhill College needs to upgrade and enhance our current science and technology
facilities, which includes science labs that have not been significantly upgraded since
being built in the late 1960s. We are thrilled that we have committed to the College
Master Plan prepared by Urbis, and having engaged the services of BVN Architects,
to commence the design of an inspirational and modern Innovation Hub. This
will house both Science and TAS faculties, offering our students a state-of-the-art
learning environment.
The Innovation Hub will provide spaces for hybrid workshops (timber, fabrication
and robotics), computer and graphics workshops and science and laboratory spaces.
This will offer an experience of schooling that will prepare our students to thrive in
our rapidly changing world, as well as empower them to explore new ideas, reflect
and become knowledge-creators with their peers. The Innovation Hub will provide
a suite of state-of-the-art labs, facing into the centre of the College site. Incredibly
and coincidentally, after all these years, the science and technology labs will be on the
same footprint as the original science building built around 1938.
The Innovation Hub will be built on the northern side of our campus, at the
western end of the car park located off Armidale Crescent. Oriented towards the
heart of the campus to the south, the design has been developed to reduce potential
impacts on nearby residential properties.
We are currently working on DA approval and construction is expected to
commence in the second half of 2020 and be ready for use early 2022.
This is an exciting development, and we will keep you updated along the way as the
Innovation Hub develops.
Mrs Gabby Russo, Marketing and Community Liaison Coordinator

4

Feet on the ground. Aiming for the stars.

Oakhill College 1st XI ISA Cricket
Champions of Season 2019/2020
Before the 1st XI jumped onto the bus to travel to the ISA
Grand Final for season 2019/20 the team was addressed on
the history and importance of the Oakhill Baggy Cap:
‘In 2007, we first entered the Independent Sporting Association Cricket
Competition playing Saturday games. Previously we were only involved in
NSWCCC midweek knockout competitions. If we go back to 2007, the players
in this changeroom were maybe in kindergarten - younger guys may not have even
started school yet. Oakhill’s very first ISA game in Round 1, 2007 was versus St Pius
Chatswood at Chaplin Oval Oxford Falls … the scene of today’s Grand Final.
On Saturday 9th March 2020 it will be seven years to the day that we won our
ONE and ONLY ISA Premiership. Seven years ago, some of the players were in
Year 6, some even younger and no one had started here at Oakhill at this stage.
The boys had probably never met each other or knew how important the person,
the mate sitting beside them was going to be.
The following names are the only twelve people in Oakhill history to hold the ISA
Division 1 trophy. Oaks beat St Pat’s at St Pat’s by chasing down around 175 runs. The
Oakhill team for the 2012/2013 ISA season was made up of: Alex Pagano (Captain),
Jack Miller, Dylan Fusca, Billy Bestford, Josh Mathias, Andrew Smith, Nathan
Smith, Luke Thorburn, Piyush Pius, Matt Vile, James Partridge and finally Calvin
Breytenbach the cousin of current 1st XI players Aidan and Kieran Jackson.
There have been a lot of outstanding Oakhill cricketers since 2007 who gave their
all for our team, a lot of superb talented players that have worn the Maroon and Gold
Baggy with great pride, but only the names read out, can call themselves Oakhill
College ISA Cricket Champions .... sometime later this afternoon let’s add another
13 names to this list we just readout. Let’s go and make some history. The time is now.’
Oakhill College 9/143 defeated St Pius X College 10/101
Connor Rudd, Oliver Linschoten, Ben Dunkerley, Angus Griffin, Hayden
McDonald, Kieran Jackson, Liam McCallum, Michael Easterbrook, Cooper
Anderson, Jarrod French, Yash Patel [captain], Aidan Jackson, Tom Kohlhagen.
Coached by Br Chris Goodman and Mr Murray Fisher.

Below: 2012/2013 ISA Season Winners

Above: 2019/2020 ISA Season winners

Br Chris Goodman, Oakhill Cricket Coach

Oakhill Celebrates International Women’s Day
On Thursday 12th March 2020, we were privileged to welcome four inspirational women to
our International Women’s Day celebration - Briony Akle, NSW Swifts Coach, Louise Sauvage,
Paralympian Gold Medallist, Elisabeth Goh, NSW Department of Communities and Justice and
Amber Foster, Oakhill Alumni Class of 2017.
Ms Rose Garofano and Ms Deborah Gillis facilitated our lively discussion, as we heard these women share their stories of resilience,
determination, self-doubt and overcoming challenges to enjoy the success and happiness they have achieved today.
The panellists talked about how, as young independent women, we can
actively choose to challenge stereotypes, fight bias, broaden perceptions,
improve situations and celebrate women’s achievements no matter how big
or small. We heard how balance is a key ingredient to success, how you can
define success on your terms and that it comes in a wide variety of forms.
Oakhill College proudly launched the #EachforEqual video at our
IWD, and then our audience enjoyed a delicious morning tea, catered
by our Food Technology/Hospitality students and were given a further
opportunity of discussion with our guests.
Mrs Gabby Russo, Marketing and Community Liaison Coordinator
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Urinetown - The Musical
On Thursday 12th March 2020 - for only the second time in history - the world’s most iconic theatre
district, Broadway, turned off its lights. The next day, on our soil, the Melbourne Comedy Festival was
cancelled. Hundreds of shows shut down, artists out of work and thousands of tickets sold to audience
members defunct. A few days later, gatherings of over 500 people were restricted by the Government
from going ahead. And everything snowballed from there. Fast.
The performing arts industry around the world turned off its lights
throughout the course of the pandemic, and will no doubt suffer this
fate for many months, and years to come. Only symbolic ghost lights
- small, single bulb lights that shine on dark stages when a theatre is
closed, and unoccupied remain as the artists wait in the wings to make
their re-entrances.
A week and a half after Broadway closed, our students here at
Oakhill were requested by the NSW Premier to stay at home. With
this news, our Performing Arts Department had a tough decision to
make – cancel the 2020 College Musical entirely? Or push forward
without knowing whether a show would even be possible?
With the hope that on our return to school we could bring to life a
version of our show, we chose to keep the dream alive for our students.
To be able to achieve this, we had to sadly farewell 60 boys in Years
7, 8 and 9. Also due to potential restrictions, we had to reduce the
traditionally spectacular elements of our shows in Benildus Hall – the
stadium seating was cancelled and we reverted to a pre-recording of
the production as opposed to engaging live musicians. While we all
stayed at home, the cast created video renditions of musical numbers
and we rehearsed via Zoom. It was a remarkable shift in how to
approach the rehearsal process and how to teach our students. And
they responded in a remarkable way, refining their singing, dancing,
acting and characterisation at home.
With restrictions lifting, rehearsals restarted at Oakhill. The energy
that the cast and crew brought with them was phenomenal and it
was a joy to see them all together again. We now just had to pray that
we could see the show through to its final manifestation. Luckily the
determination and resilience of our students has been rewarded.

Can you identify the people in this photo?
A prize will be awarded to the person who is first to name
the students in the photo correctly. Send entries to Mrs
Gabby Russo at the College email drive@oakhill.nsw.edu.au
(NB: College staff are ineligible to enter this competition)

We are thrilled to be able to produce four performances of
Urinetown - The Musical on 23rd, 24th, 26th and 27th June.
Although the audiences will be smaller, our students will experience
performance conditions and see their project come to fruition.
It is this ability to tell stories that lies at the heart of all good theatre.
Urinetown - The Musical cleverly employs age-old and recognisable
theatrical conventions and musical traditions to satirise the legal
system, capitalism, social irresponsibility, populism, bureaucracy,
corporate mismanagement, and municipal politics. Alongside being
wickedly comedic and witty, it teaches us timely lessons about the
abuse of power and the consequences of mistreating our environment.
There are fascinating parallels between the narrative of Urinetown The Musical and our current local and global societal conditions. This
has been interesting to discuss with our young men and women during
rehearsals and our students have come to deeply understand that when
creatively collaborating through the arts, they learn valuable lessons
about themselves and the world around them.
Ultimately though, great theatre is about bringing people together
and entertaining an audience – it is a complicit experience reliant on
the unique, shared moments between performer and audience on the
night of a show. It is about the excitement you feel when the lights
go down, the conversations you share with fellow audience members
during interval, and the congratulatory salutations with cast and crew
once the curtain falls. So, while we were threatened by the virus, it is
with extreme pride that we were not defeated and are able to bring
Urinetown to life!
Live theatre is an integral and joyous part of our College culture –
a part that our students past and present are extraordinarily proud of.
And although we cannot share this with quite as many people as first
planned, we hope to release details of limited ticket sales in the
coming days.
So hopefully, we will see you at the show!
Ms Zoe Tidemann, Academic Head Drama
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A Midsummer Night’s Dream
In March 2020, 28 incredibly talented Oakhill College Year 12
Drama students performed and produced a contemporary
adaptation of William Shakespeare’s romantic comedy
A Midsummer Night’s Dream. With the brilliant executive
direction of Ms Zoe Tidemann and Mrs Lisa Carloss, the
cast delivered a modern and unique approach to the
Shakespearean classic. The professional performances and
production culminated in what can only be described as a
truly hilarious and unforgettable experience.
Written in 1595, the play explores the relationship between chaos and order, truth
and illusion, exhibited through the supernatural, as the trickster fairy Puck, played by
Tanner Woodhead, playfully orchestrates mischief and confusion. The play consists
of multiple secondary plots that revolve around the marriage of Theseus, played by
Edward Joseph, and Hippolyta, played by Piper Hutchings. These subplots include
a conflict between four Athenian lovers, Hermia (Juliette Piali), Lysander (Hayden
Lovejoy), Helena (Tasmyn Ogilvie) and Demetrius (Hamish Ingersoll), and a group
of six amateur actors, Bottom (Campbell Gracie), Quince (James Waters), Flute
(Sam Stocker), Snout (Claire Matthews), Snug (Chris Cignarella), and Starveling
(Kyle Chapman), who have to perform their interpretation of the play ‘Pyramus and
Thisbe’ at the wedding of Theseus and Hippolyta.
These subplots occur simultaneously in a magical forest, inhabited by four fairies
under the dominion of King Oberon (Luke Mears) and Queen Titania (Michelle
Hallis), who together with Puck, playfully control the human characters in the
play. This particular adaption cleverly reflected modern issues in Australia. The
implementation of heavy rainfall as a plot point at the start of Act I paralleled the
flooding issues occurring in Australia during February and March.
The overall production was a brilliant reminder of Shakespeare’s continual
relevance, transcending time and flexible to different cultures and audiences. The
fantastic and comedic performances by the students resulted in an audience reception
of countless laughs and applause throughout.
On a personal note, I wish to commend the cast for, as some phrased it,
“studying and performing a foreign language”, and delivering such an entertaining
performance, undoubtedly honouring this classic work of William Shakespeare.
I’m certain that after the performances, the audience realised the remarkable quality
of the directing talent of the teachers and performing and producing skills of the
students at Oakhill College, and found a greater appreciation of the enduring
relevance of Shakespeare’s writing.

Instagram Launch
Due to popular demand - Oakhill College has
launched its Instagram page, and we have
had an overwhelmingly positive response.
Our Instagram page is

oakhillcollegeofficial
Schools are busy places and none busier
than Oakhill. By following us on Instagram,
you will gain further insight into daily life at
the College and some of the activities that
happen here. You will also see our posts
are a little different from Facebook, so it is
beneficial to follow both platforms.
Mrs Gabby Russo, Marketing and
Community Liaison Coordinator

James Royle, 2020 College Captain

This is the last Oakhill Drive that
will be mailed to alumni. All future
Oakhill Drive publications will be
emailed, so please ensure that
you update your details at
www.oakhill.nsw.edu.au/alumni-update
so we can continue to connect
with you via email.
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Careers Breakfast
On Tuesday 25th February 2020 Oakhill welcomed
some of our alumni to participate in our panel
discussion, Careers Breakfast. These are held
throughout the year and this term’s topic was pathways
from a Psychology, Social Science or Arts Degree.
Our panellists were Rodney Deitch, Class of 1983, Kevin Chenney,
Class of 1984; Caitlin Riddell, Class of 2013; Matthew SchroderShorten, Class of 1998; Amanda Barnier, Class of 1986; Sophie
Donohoo; Chris Diekman, Class of 1978; and Sean O’Donnell, Class
of 1990.
All these panellists have successful careers which started from
completing a generalist degree and are now working in a diverse range
of areas such as defence, education, transport, insurance, social work,
psychology and law. Students heard in detail about the fundamental
skills they learnt in completing one of these degrees and how these
skills have helped them to achieve their success.
Our panellists gave students an insight into how opportunities
open up in unexpected ways. They discussed how failure often leads
you towards your chosen path and to take chances when they arise,
as even if they are not perfect, they will often lead to something more
given there are no straight career paths. The students heard first-hand
experiences about being proactive, authentic and honest to secure
their futures.
Oakhill College is grateful for the time and expertise given by our
mentors to assist our students in their decision-making process during
and after high school.
Mrs Gabby Russo, Marketing and Community Liaison Coordinator

Above: Class of 2019 HSC high achievers

Class of 2019 HSC Results
Congratulations to our HSC Class of 2019. The
Class achieved several significant historical records:
highest ATAR (99.8); highest number of All-Rounders
(6); and the equal highest number of Place in State
Awards (3).
Oakhill had 298 students sit for over 50 subjects, received 88
Distinguished Achievers Awards, had 44 students achieve an
ATAR over 90 and received 120 early entry offers to University.
The breadth and depth of the students’ achievements in this cohort
are exceptional.
At our High Achievers Assembly, our Dux, Lachlan Elliott
spoke to students about how the HSC - like all other challenges in
life, should be seen as an opportunity to better yourself against the
person you were yesterday. He advised students to use their time at
Oakhill to establish passions, build plans for the future and to leave
their mark on the world.
Thank you to the Class of 2019, you have left your mark on
Oakhill College.
Mrs Gabby Russo, Marketing and Community Liaison
Coordinator

Can you identify the people in this photo?
A prize will be awarded to the person who is first
to name the students in the photo correctly.
Send entries to Mrs Gabby Russo at the College email
drive@oakhill.nsw.edu.au
(NB: College staff are ineligible to enter this competition)

Please keep your
details up to date
Communication between the College and generations
of families, past and present is important to the
Oakhill College community. You can update your current
details by visiting our website or
www.oakhill.nsw.edu.au/alumni-update

College
TOURS
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The College is holding student-led tours for prospective families on Thursday 13th August and
Thursday 5th November 2020 from 9.30am-11.00am. Bookings are essential and can be made at
https://www.oakhill.nsw.edu.au/enrolments/book-a-tour/
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Sports Lunch
In June 2019, over 230 guests attended our
annual sports lunch at Doltone House. The
fundraising initiative was a huge success,
raising over $20,000 towards the continued
improvement of the College’s sporting facilities.

The Servant of Two Masters

Special guests on the Q & A Sports Panel included many College
alumni and community sports stars such as Mark Leslie, Class of
2005 (Australian Wheelchair Rugby Representative), Dean Uthoff
(Sydney Kings Basketball and Oakhill College Basketball Coach),
Anthony Griffin (NRL Coach and Oakhill parent), and Ryan
Papenhuyzen, Class of 2016 (NRL Player, Melbourne Storm).
The day was a fantastic opportunity for parents and students,
both past and present, to catch up with friends and staff. A big
thank you to all those involved in making it a very successful event!

In 2019, our Year 12 2019 Drama students
presented Carlo Goldoni’s The Servant of Two
Masters. Selling out before opening night, the
production was an absolute joy for audiences.
With a zany plot featuring lost love, mistaken identity, ravenous
servants and lots of letter mix-ups, Oakhill’s adaptation was a
contemporary Australian version based on the script reimagined by
Ron Blair and Nick Enright in the 1980s. It was stylistically set in
a parallel, and somewhat absurd late 1960s reality and our design
sported a mix of Australian and Italian influences with a vibrant
white stage decorated by the cast in their radiant, colourful costumes.
The story follows the journey of Truffaldino, a hungry servant from
Bergamo who finds himself with two masters. The characters of the
play are taken from the Italian Renaissance theatre style commedia
dell’arte. And in classic commedia tradition the plotline followed
themes of class, societal status, sex, jealousy, love and old age. As the
study of Commedia forms an integral part of the Drama curriculum,
it was fantastic being able to display our skills developed throughout
the course in a professional-level production.
Early on, it was decided that we as actors would never exit the
stage, but instead watch the story unfold from our stools joining the
scene when it was our turn to be involved in the action. This posed
as a challenge which the cast overcame with glee thriving on the
playfulness that this feature allowed. The inspiring amount of talent
and energy harnessed by all members of the cast, crew and production
team was genuinely breathtaking. An enormous thank you goes out
to the Drama staff for trusting us to take on this challenge and for
supporting us.
If there is one thing I’ve learned from Drama at Oakhill, it’s the
importance of collaboration. There is something very special about
live theatre, and it only works when everyone involved both onstage
and off works as a team, and our Senior play was a creative example of
these important life skills in action.
Daniel Reeve, 2019 Drama Captain

An excerpt from the Freeman’s
Journal of 1932 on Oakhill College
The OAKHILL DRIVE JUNE 2020

9

Lasallian Youth Gathering
In April 2019, a dozen Year 12 students,
accompanied by Youth Ministers Matt Murrie and
Franco de Joya, Mrs Leopardi and Mr Goodman,
flew to Melbourne to attend the 2019 Lasallian
Youth Gathering.

Tercentenary Mass

300 Years of St John Baptist de La Salle
On Tuesday 21st May 2019, hundreds of
students and staff from Lasallian schools
celebrated the 300th anniversary of Saint
John Baptist de La Salle, the Patron Saint
of Teachers and Founder of Lasallian
Christian Schools.
We were blessed to celebrate Mass in St Mary’s Cathedral
with Brother David Hawke fsc (Provincial, De La Salle
Brothers, District of ANZPPNG), Most Reverend Terry
Brady and Richard Umbers, Auxiliary Bishops of Sydney,
and several Bishops, Archbishops and Deacons who united
us in celebration. The Mass allowed us to celebrate and give
thanks for our shared heritage and transformative Christian
education of the young, renew our commitment to respond to
the reality and needs of today through promoting our mission
and charity, and share our hope for the future within the unity
and diversity of Lasallian vocations.
After the Mass when the flags of each Lasallian school were
being carried through St Mary’s Cathedral, there was a strong
feeling of sentimental unity. We were inextricably joined in
“One Heart, One Commitment and One Life” as a Lasallian
family, honouring the life and legacy of Saint John Baptist de
La Salle.

The event, which spanned over four exceptional days, brought
together numerous young Lasallians from Australia, New Zealand and
Papua New Guinea, fostering discussions of faith and mission. The
enlightening gathering encompassed a unique and empowering ethos
best captured by its theme: “One Heart. One Commitment. One Life”
in honour of our Founder St John Baptist de La Salle.
The opening of the LYG was an experience to remember, walking
into a room of 225 Lasallian students, teachers, youth ministers
and Lasallian volunteers. After a few pop hits to break the ice, the
delegation was united by our common prayer; “Let us remember we
are in the holy presence of God”. Our afternoon was full of songs and
stories, one highlight being the analogy that described LYG as an
intersection - the coming together of schools, countries and cultures,
to slow down, let one another in, and welcome.
It was inspiring to hear the life-stories of resilient, strong and
hopeful young Lasallians. Almost all the stories we heard touched our
hearts, much more than we had anticipated. As we gathered for the
closing liturgy, we sang our anthem for the trip
- “We are Lasallian”. Everyone stood shoulder
to shoulder, swaying, reminiscing on the days
we had together.
If this trip has taught us anything, it is that
we are Lasallian, and we can make a huge
impact on our world.
Izabella Zeaiter, Class of 2019

James Royle (Year 11) and Jerome Malik (Year 11) 2019

Above: Oakhill College Youth Ministers Mr Matt Murrie, Class of 2016,
Georgia Brown Lasallian Volunteer, Class of 2018 and Mr Franco de Joya,
Class of 2017 .
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P& F N E W S

New Oakhill College Bus
You may see our new bus around the Hills with our
Oakhill College wrap. Thank you to the P&F who applied
for and were successful in their application for a State
Community Building Partnership Grant (CBP) supported
by our local State Member, the Member for Epping, who at
the time was the Hon Mr Dominic Tudehope. The College
received the CBP grant for the bus, and the P&F contributed
the remainder of the funds needed from College
fundraising events.

Golf Day
In August 2019, we held the annual Oakhill College
Golf Day at Riverside Oaks Golf Resort.
In previous years, two annual golf days were run by different
Oakhill College community groups, the Alumni Annual Golf Day
and the Parents and Friends Annual Golf Day. Both events looked to
bring friends of the College together to enjoy a fun day of golf, lunch
and fundraising. In 2019 both events were merged into one and will
now be known as the Oakhill College Golf Day where parents, friends
and alumni of the College are all welcome.
The event was attended by 50-60 keen golfers. The day offered 18
holes of golf and for those looking to improve their skills a golf clinic was
run by the course professional. The weather was fantastic, and the course
was pristine and picturesque. There were lots of awards and prizes to give
away for closest to the pin, longest drive, survival ball and beat the Pro.
Following the round of golf and clinic, a BBQ buffet lunch was held
in the Riverside Oaks clubhouse restaurant, awards were presented,
and the raffle was drawn. A huge thanks to Br Steve who attended that
day, greeting and welcoming every player from his speedy golf cart.
Br Steve also presented the 2019 Oakhill College Golf Classic trophy
to the winning team, Team Roadwork Solutions.
Thank you to all our sponsors, especially our major sponsors. We
have a very generous community that are always ready to sponsor
this event. Our sponsors were Kanebridge Property Group, Gremmo
Homes, Road Work Solutions, GCA Electrical, Col Johnson, Royal
Life Saving NSW, and Tim Farrell Architects. Thank you to all those
committee members and volunteers who help organise this event.
We couldn’t have done it without you.

Race Day

On Saturday 2nd November 2019,
Oakhill College’s inaugural Race Day
took place at Rosehill Gardens.

It was a success, both socially and financially for the College. Over
470 people attended taking part not only in the fun of the racetrack
but in the many and varied activities on offer. It was a day where the
Oakhill College community at large was able to celebrate, have fun
and form connections.
Unfortunately, 2020 has seen P&F fundraising events cancelled,
but we look forward to seeing everyone in 2021.
Sal Valenzisi, P&F Committee Member
The OAKHILL DRIVE JUNE 2020
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Robert Stanton
- Class of 1972

Dominic Perrottet
- Class of 2000
Amid the chaos of 2020’s global coronavirus pandemic, one former
student who has been in the thick of the action is Dominic Perrottet, NSW
Treasurer. Dominic currently serves as the NSW State Treasurer, and his
fourth year in the job is looking to be the toughest, as he works alongside
Premier Gladys Berejiklian to shape the NSW Government’s response to
the unprecedented health and economic crisis.
One of four Perrottet siblings to attend Oakhill, Dominic’s path to
politics began early with an affinity for public speaking and debating.
Campus politics featured prominently alongside his studies in Commerce
and Law at Sydney University, although politics took a back seat after
graduation, with a stint at Henry Davis York Lawyers practising as a
solicitor in banking, restructuring and insolvency.
His Affiliation with the Liberal Party began in his university days.
Although he will passionately advocate the party’s values of freedom and
opportunity for all, he is a firm believer in advancing good policy through
the contest of ideas and cherishes strong relationships with friends and
colleagues across the political divide.
In 2011, Dominic was elected to the NSW Parliament representing the
seat of Castle Hill, and after serving as Finance Minister under Premier
Mike Baird, he became the State’s second youngest ever Treasurer in
January 2017.
At the 2019 NSW election he was voted in as the member for Epping
- the seat which now incorporates his home suburb of Beecroft, just a
stone’s throw away from the house he grew up in at West Pennant Hills.
At Beecroft, Dominic and his wife Helen - a lawyer and Major in the
Australian Defence Force - have their hands full with six children, the
youngest born late in 2019.
While he relishes the cut and thrust of politics and the demands of
preparing the NSW Budget, Dominic’s greatest passion and most prized
possession is his ceramic “egg” BBQ, where he can be found cooking up
a family feast, or honing his charring, smoking and slow-roasting skills
whenever the opportunity arises.
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I look back at the time I spent at Oakhill College and can say
without fear of favour that my years at this immortal Catholic
College teaching facility was the foundation of my education
and professional career as it stands today. The grounding I
received in loyalty, comradeship, ethics and principles during
my time at Oakhill College has stood the test of time and has
contributed to my successful career.
I had a passion for art and creativity during my school days,
which eventually led me into the landscape industry where
I was able to utilise these talents. My landscaping business
commenced from humble beginnings; however, over the years,
it has expanded to be one of the largest commercial landscaping
companies on the east coast of Australia. My company Regal
Innovations Pty Ltd has been involved with some iconic
projects such as Darling Harbour, Olympic Park, Harrington
Grove Estate, Australian National Museum, Barangaroo
Parkland, Darling Square and currently we are working on the
Crown Casino with other projects happening in Sydney, ACT
and Melbourne. During my career, I have been involved and
caught up with many of my fellow students. There is a special
connection with them, a bond. The loyalty and friendship
between us is indeed very special.
In 2005 and 2007 my two sons were born. My wife Rachel
and I approached Oakhill to see if I could use the Old Teacher’s
College Chapel to baptise my boys. We invited Father Frank
Brennan to carry out the service and without hesitation, Father
Brennan agreed.
In 2018 my eldest son Benjamyn commenced Year 7 followed
by Austyn in 2020. It was a proud day to see the boys following
in my footsteps at Oakhill College. Yes, the school has
changed, the old swimming pool filled in and replaced by a new
Centenary Hall. Cadets no longer, no boarding facilities. There
are however new buildings, tennis courts and ovals giving the
College a much better scope for teaching and sporting facilities.
I am still involved. I am a proud Lasallian and to this day
appreciate this great amenity and the foundation it has forged
in my life and more importantly the impact Oakhill College
will have towards developing my boys into strong, sensible
young men.

National Indigenous
Legal Conference
Alumnus Ryan Murray, Class of 2018, Patrick
Lucarnus, Class of 2016 and Ky Stewart, Class of 2018
were selected by their Universities to represent the
NSW Bar Association at the 2019 National Indigenous
Legal Conference. Oakhill College was the most
represented school at the conference.

Mark Haslam - Class of 1990

Chris
Watters Class of 2019
Congratulations
to Chris Watters
who hosted Worship
Wednesday live on
the Catholic Youth
Parramatta’s Facebook
page in April 2020. Due to Covid-19 restrictions, this was
hosted live from his lounge room and was a fabulous night of
faith, joy and hope.

Ashley Hope nee Ryan
- Class of 2005
Since finishing Year 12
in 2005, I went to Sydney
University to study Speech
Pathology and have worked
in this field with people
with disabilities ever since.
I started my own business
in 2015, providing mobile
speech therapy services to children and young adults with
disabilities around the Hills, Blacktown and Penrith areas.
I was married at Oakhill College Chapel in 2012, had my
first son in 2014, my second son in 2017 and my third son is due
in late May 2020! No prizes for guessing what waiting list their
names will be on for high school!

Moving vast amounts of stock around the world can be a headache for
companies but APL Logistics is simplifying the process under Managing
Director Oceania, Mark Haslam.
Since joining APL Logistics 15 years ago, Mark’s focuses have been
centred on serving existing global accounts, with priorities on further
developing its international freight business, as well as building a local
network to complement its existing market-leading origin services. “The
glue that holds our industry together is a spider web of relationships we have
formed with our team, customers, suppliers, associations and networking
peers. It’s my experience that these relationships quickly turn into
friendships,” Mark says.
“I’ve been in this industry for 28 years, and I love what I am doing,”
says Mark. “I’m well supported by a strong team and an organisation that
empowers us to deliver excellent customer service and good work ethics.
I am lucky, as my role allows me to explore many different industries and
supply chains, allowing me to continue to learn and grow with our existing
and potential customers.” Mark believes that fostering a proactive, solutionseeking culture is the key to the success of the company.

John Ceroli
- Class of 2007
As an Oakhill alumnus, I feel
incredibly honoured to be back on the
College grounds teaching in the HSIE
Department. My life post HSC has
been incredibly fulfilling and eventful
to say the least! After finishing my
HSC at Oakhill, I began studying a
Bachelor of Management in Tourism at
UTS. To be completely honest, I wasn’t
sure exactly what I wanted to do in my
career, however I pursued my studies
and graduated in 2011.
It wasn’t until 2016 and after dabbling in the tourism industry that I
realised teaching was my calling in life and it was then I began my Masters
in Secondary Education at Avondale College. Studying online allowed me
to work full time and enjoy life with my now wife. We married in February
2019 and since then I have graduated from my Masters, taught in casual
positions across various schools and am now back full time at my old
stomping ground! It’s been a busy few years however life is only going to get
even busier once we welcome our first child in September this year. I look
forward to my future with Oakhill and it has been a pleasure to see so many
familiar faces around the school grounds.
The OAKHILL DRIVE JUNE 2020
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Daniel Reeve - Class of 2019
During his time at Oakhill, Daniel was actively
involved in the Drama and Music Departments.
Daniel appeared in ‘Starlight Express’, played
Richard Hannay in ‘The 39 Steps’, Doug in ‘Strictly
Ballroom’ and Florindo in ‘The Servant of Two
Masters’ and was Oakhill College Drama Captain
in 2019.
While in Year 10, Daniel enrolled himself in ‘Class Clowns’. ‘Class
Clowns’ is part of The Melbourne International Comedy Festival, aimed
at discovering comedians under the age of 19. After three rounds of
competition (Sydney, NSW, National) Daniel was crowned the Winner of
Class Clowns in 2017 where his prize was funding for comedy workshops
for Oakhill.
The following year, Daniel was asked back to the Melbourne
International Comedy Festival to perform with ‘The LOL Squad’. ‘The
LOL Squad’ consisted of selected ‘Class Clowns’ contestants and the shows
were workshopped over a period of six months. The LOL Squad performed
four live shows at The Melbourne International Comedy Festival in 2018.
In 2019, Daniel completed the HSC and wrote a 15-minute musical
podcast for English Extension 2 for which he received an outstanding mark.
Daniel also appeared on the 2019 HSC Honour Roll, after achieving 90+
in three of his subjects.
This year, Daniel has started studying a Bachelor of Music
(Contemporary Music Practice) at the Conservatorium of Music, Sydney
University. He spends his spare time developing new music and comedy
material. As a result of his work with the Melbourne International Comedy
Festival, Daniel was asked to perform on Facebook for a comedy set
which is in support of youth mental health during the difficult times of
Coronavirus and it was a great success.

Leah McDonald - Class of 2018
Most days of the week in Balgo are filled with Teacher Aide work in
Luurnpa Catholic school in Primary. Every minute spent in this classroom,
although challenging, has brought me so much joy. Each person in the
community has so much to offer; it has been eye-opening to be in a place
that functions so different culturally to my upbringing. Weekends are often
spent climbing the most breathtaking red mountains, that encapsulates the
whole community; while many of the nights have been spent in awe of the
sky where thousands of bright shining stars replace darkness.
The staff have welcomed the Lasallian Volunteers with open arms and
made Balgo feel like home. Every Saturday at 5.00pm there is a Mass at
the local chapel. This is a beautiful ceremony and this is heightened by a
balance of English and local language (Kukatja). When we first arrived,
the elders of the community performed
a welcome blessing, and this has been a
highlight in hindsight of my experience
and has further sparked my interest to
learn more about the cultural practices
and we visit the Art Centre on numerous
occasions. The students and I have learnt
so much about the Wirrimanu Dreaming
and history of the local people. This
experience has been nothing short of
life-changing and the constant smiles and
laughs of each person I encounter make
each moment a blessing.
14

Feet on the ground. Aiming for the stars.

Georgia Brown - Class of 2018
My first term spent volunteering in Scarborough and
Deception Bay in Queensland consisted of new environments
and challenges I have never faced before. This placement allows
my volunteer partner Amy and myself to experience multiple
areas of the Lasallian Volunteers, working in both Southern
Cross Catholic College and at Yourtown - a Lasallian charity
serving young people in the community.
Amy and I lived in the community with the Brothers,
giving us deeper insight into their daily life. At Southern
Cross Catholic College in Scarborough, Amy and I provided
extra helping hands where needed. This mainly involved
working with the Youth Minister, Lachlan Stewart, to run
the Lasallian Youth Leaders, jumping into classes and going
on camps and retreats with the students. The highlight of
working at Southern Cross has been Year 7 camp and having
the opportunity to build relationships with the students. We
also got the chance to take a group of Lasallian Youth Leaders
to Melbourne to participate in the Lasallian Youth Gathering
which was a fantastic experience allowing them to deepen
their understanding of what it means to be Lasallian.
When we aren’t at school, Amy and I volunteer at Yourtown
in Deception Bay. We mainly help out in Glugor, a young
parents program with mothers and fathers under 25 along with
their children. The program consists of parenting classes and
a small day care set up. Getting to know and work with these
parents and children has been a highlight of my volunteer
journey and I look forward to continuing this. Additionally,
we help in the Communities for Children program where we
have the opportunity to go out into the community to run
programs which help better the Deception Bay area. The thing
that was most different for me about this experience is living
in community with the Brothers at Scarborough. Although
I was nervous about moving in with five Brothers I had never
met, they were quick to welcome Amy and myself into their
community and made us feel at home immediately. They have
quickly grown to be five Grandads to us, and we can learn a lot
from their stories and wisdom.
My time as a volunteer has been incredible. Every day has
taught me something different and is helping me to become
a better person.
Amy Hancock (middle) and Georgia Brown (far right)
pictured with the De La Salle Brothers Community in
Scarborough.

Cameron Streeter - Class of 2017
Cameron Streeter has had a busy and fulfilling few years since
leaving school. It was during Year 12 retreat that he heard about
placements being offered for volunteers to travel overseas and
participate in service opportunities to help more impoverished
communities. Cameron had no idea what he wanted to do after
school but did know he was not ready for university. Cameron had
been involved in service at Oakhill, he was
a Lasallian Youth Leader and had been on
our Immersion trips where he enjoyed the
sense of purpose, he felt giving back to the
community.
He was recruited as a volunteer and went
to Papua New Guinea to work at Lasalle
Technical College – Hohola. He planned
to go for one year but ended up staying
for two. One of his duties was to run The
Breakfast Club which cooks breakfast for
about 150 underprivileged students daily.
Cameron and other volunteers would go to
the market each day to purchase the fresh
ingredients and prepare the food by hand in
the afternoon. Early each morning they would cook the fresh meals for
the students, ready to be served before 7.30am.
Oakhill College is one of the biggest supporters of The Breakfast
Club. The money raised throughout the year at Oakhill helps people
to break the poverty cycle. Many students come from families who
have never worked, as they do not have the skills to gain employment.
A number of them walk many hours each day from their home

to the Technical College, have their only meal of the day at the
Breakfast Club, go to school and then walk home. Because of The
Breakfast Club, they can study and will gain the equivalent of a TAFE
Certificate in a trade which will improve their prospects for the future.
Cameron also had other responsibilities in the College such as
facilitating camps and retreats for students, assisting the Religion
and English departments in class, running afternoon sports, assisting
a Year 9 Homeroom and preparation for daily school devotions.
The students who attend Lasalle Technical
College are incredibly grateful to Oakhill
College, Cameron and the Lasallian Mission
Services team who work tirelessly to help
disadvantaged families. Joyce Pove, a Year
11 student said, “If it weren’t for Oakhill
College and the volunteers, we wouldn’t
have breakfast every morning. We are really
grateful and appreciate your help towards us”.
Cameron completed two years’ service in
PNG and was then offered the opportunity
to become a Youth Minister. He is currently
studying to become a Primary School Teacher
at ACU and is the Lasallian Youth Minister
at Lasalle Catholic College Bankstown, a job
he loves. Cameron is grateful for the opportunities that he has been
given, particularly at Oakhill. He feels that his life was going down a
very different path, but through his volunteering work, has found his
true sense of purpose. Cameron says, “since leaving Oakhill, working
in PNG has opened my eyes to many realities in this world, and
inspired me to try and make a difference, even if it’s only in one life”.
Make a difference he has, and to more than one life.

Ben Eisenhuth
- Class of 2010
Ben has had a very fulfilling career
since leaving Oakhill. He completed
his studies of physiotherapy at the
Australian Catholic University in
2014 and has been a Physiotherapist in
the Hills District for almost six years.
Ben has been the physiotherapist for
many local and representative sporting teams, been heavily involved in
providing his services to DVA & NDIS patients, has started a career in
sports commentary and MCing for the Sydney Thunder, Wests Tigers
and Disability Sports Australia, all whilst continuing his long term
connection with Oakhill College. Ben is the Head of Performance
and Physiotherapist for the College and if you’ve ever been to a
Saturday rugby game, would no doubt have seen him on the sideline
warming up or treating players.
Surprisingly, COVID has allowed Ben the opportunity to start his
own business, something he’s thought about for some time. Ben began
his business as a mobile Physiotherapist, offering treatment at patients
homes during the pandemic, and this continues today. More recently
Oakhill College graduate and a good friend of Ben’s had office space
available in Castle Hill. Ben took the opportunity with both hands
and thus H2H Physiotherapy at Hudson Avenue began. Ben is
enjoying working for himself and draws on his long term and varied
experience to treat his patients for a multitude of concerns.
He credits Oakhill with giving him the grounding and skills to
continue on his journey and looks forward to a positive future.

Rod McDonald - Class of 1982 and
Alex McDonald - Class of 1987
The outstanding work of two Oakhill graduates has been
recognised at last year’s prestigious Master Builders Association
(MBA) Awards. Architect Rod McDonald and Master Builder, Alex
McDonald), have proved to be a winning team as they continue their
father’s legacy of building quality, custom designed homes.
The family business, Chateau Architects + Builders, now in its 50th
year, won the highly competitive ‘Design and Build’ segment for homes
between $1.7 – 2 million and was also a finalist for the Master Builder
of the Year award. The MBA said “Chateau Architects + Builders has
excelled in producing a fine example of a French Provincial home…
A credit to Chateau” – and to brothers Rod and Alex.
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Alex Murrie
- Class of 2018

Second XV Rugby Team, 1982. (Stephen Halmarick second from
the right, front row)

Stephen Halmarick
- Class of 1982
I remember my time at Oakhill with great fondness and
thanks for the opportunities and experiences. My family has
a strong connection to the College, which continues now
that I have a nephew and a step-niece at Oakhill.
One of the best things to come out of my time at Oakhill
was my love for economics. Thanks to having a fantastic
economics teacher, I did well in the HSC Economics
course and then went on to do a Bachelor of Economics at
Macquarie Uni (1983-1985). After starting as a Graduate
Trainee in 1986 in one of the large Australian banks, my
career as an Economist has seen me work for a number
of both Australian and international banks, travelling all
around the world and meeting some amazing people. In
April this year, I was appointed Chief Economist for the
Commonwealth Bank, a position that is an honour and
a privilege. I now live in Concord with my wife and our
‘blended’ family of six children.

Above: Luke Breene,
Class of 2020.
Above right: Luke’s grandfather, Bob Breene standing
in front of the same famous statue more than 50 years ago.
The statue was previously located behind the College Chapel,
hence the different backgrounds.
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Life in Balgo with our Lasallian
brothers and sisters at Luurnpa
Catholic School has allowed me
to appreciate the diversity of our
Lasallian Community. Volunteering
as a Teacher Aide in the Primary School class has been a confronting experience,
especially regarding the children’s health.
Each morning the children practice blowing their noses after morning sport
which I initially found shocking as almost every child seemed to have a blocked
nose. I also noticed the majority of children run around without shoes; their
feet and legs have multiple open wounds which they don’t get treated or cleaned.
Many kids also have dental and auditory issues from chronic, treatable illnesses
and wear hearing devices in the classroom - things I had never been exposed to
at Oakhill.
However, these issues are easily forgotten throughout the day as I am
privileged to share beautiful moments with my students such as when they
tackle me in the school pool during class swimming lessons, when they ask to
carry your bags at the community shop, or wear your sunglasses, hat and shoes,
the pleas for piggy backs at the local basketball court and when they feel the
confidence to join in at our local “Zoomba”.
My time in their community, while confronting, has been overwhelmingly
filled with these little moments, which give me the drive to keep going each
day, complemented by the fantastic staff whom we share these moments with. I
am excited for the year and the small impacts we can make on the community
including the basketball competition we aim to implement so to engage the local
high school students better.

Brion Martyn
- Class of 1993
It does not seem that long ago really,
graduation that is. I was part of the graduating
Class of 1993. My time at Oakhill had been one
full of memories and friendships, ones that had
stood the test of time. Bright-eyed, and eager,
I decided to embark upon a career in teaching.
Who would have thought that after completing
my degree, that I would end up back home – here
at ‘Oakhill’.
I started teaching at Oakhill back in 2000
and am still here as Mutien House Dean. I guess I didn’t realise it at the time,
but Oakhill has had a profound effect on me, and in every respect, it is truly my
second home. Initially, walking back into the place where you went to school
seemed weird to say the least. Working alongside staff who had once been
instrumental in shaping your education did take some getting used to. From
memory it took almost 12 months to stop calling them ‘sir’ and ‘miss’.
In amongst teaching and the daily ins and outs of the job, life happens, and
it does not always go to plan. One thing I have learnt along life’s journey is that
you need to be receptive to all that life has to offer. When things do not go your
way, you need to look for the silver lining, and trust me there is one, you just
need to know where to look.
My silver lining is signified by the number seven. Why seven I hear you ask?
Well, let me explain. I start and end my day with seven kisses and hugs. My
wife, Louise and my kids help to keep me grounded, and no matter how difficult
the day, they always know how to put a smile on my face, reminding me of
what is most important in life – family. So, you see, between my wife, kids and
Oakhill, I have everything I need! What does the future hold …. not sure, the
journey continues!

Nick Lowe, Will Abbott and
Michael Sramek - Class of 2018

Donna Vinci - Class of 1979
Alumnae and Oakhill College Director, Mrs Donna Vinci, Bank of
Queensland was awarded CIO of the Year at the Cisco Women in IT Awards
2019. More than 70 talented women in IT were nominated for the Cisco
Women in IT Awards. Although only seven could be named as winners, the
fun-filled awards went beyond winners and into a celebration of all women who
have put their hearts and minds towards success.
The Awards were preceded by an Empowered Women’s Network lunch and
presentation, hosted by Cisco Australia and New Zealand director of partner
operations, Tara Ridley. The Women and IT Awards then recognised women
for their excellence across the industry, winning awards across categories
including academia, community, rising star, diversity, outstanding ICT
innovation, and Donna who was named CIO of the Year.
Donna is fourth from the right.

Amber Foster
- Class of 2017
I came to Oakhill in 2016 for the same reason
all the incredible young women who pass the
gates do. To pursue new opportunities and
experiences, to help me grow and figure out
what I have to offer society. It was a prospect as
frightening as it was exciting. Looking back at
the mornings spent in Homeroom where I met
my best friend, legging it from AM to DE in
the five minute transition time every day, winning the D Grade ISA Basketball
Premiership to the LWOB trip to the Philippines, it was without a doubt the
best thing I have ever done.
Like most teenagers, I chronically doubted my ability to go on and serve
others and enrich the landscape of our ever-changing world. Fears which were
exacerbated by falling short of my ATAR goal at the end of the HSC. But what
I think what makes Oakhill so special is that the teachers go above and beyond
to empower us to reach our potential - exemplified by the fact that my wonderful
Religion teacher who, even though I had graduated, was there to pull me back to
my feet and remind me that I was capable of so much more than I realised.
Now, I’m in my final year of the Bachelor of Speech and Hearing Sciences
at Macquarie University, I have had the honour of working alongside some of
the most brilliant linguists in the country as an intern at the University’s Child
Language Lab and was recently offered a role as a Research Assistant in the
AusKidTalk corpus project. Next year, I hope to be accepted into the Master of
Research program as part of the pathway to a PhD where I seek to contribute to
the formulation of interventions tailored to populations with additional needs.
Oakhill College is renowned for the quality of its education inside the
classroom. But for me, it has been what was instilled outside the syllabus that
has stuck with me most. Being at Oakhill taught me two things: to be bold and
relentless in the pursuit of my dreams, and the importance of showing love and
kindness to those around us. These values challenged me and encouraged me to
grow in ways I never imagined possible, and I will forever be grateful for having
had this foundation to build the rest of my life upon.

Nick, Will and Michael from Class of 2018 have joined
with Tom Rusin and formed the band - Noon Shift. Since
leaving school the boys have been gigging and playing in
pubs and clubs all around Sydney. In less than two years
they’ve placed number 2 in NSW Youthrock Competition,
their Debut single “Save Me” received over 160,000
streams, they’ve worked with The Harbour Agency, taking
part in their showcase event for emerging artists “Freshly
Squeezed”, played at The Metro as part of the Emergenza
Festival National Final and played at Brainwake, an annual
charity festival in Goulburn.
The alternative rock band Noon Shift released their new
single “Fallen Sisters” last month. After releasing their debut
EP “Fuse” as they were finishing school in 2018, Noon Shift
have returned with a single inspired by novel experiences
had as a young adult. The song touches on themes of new,
changing and lost relationships and maintaining a sense of
loyalty as the world changes around you.
The home recording process was described by lead
singer Nick as: “very relaxed. We would record when we
felt like it, then head down to the shops for a kebab.” He
also comments on the freedom of home recording saying
“since we weren’t paying day rates at a studio, it allowed us
to loosen up while at the same time, we had all the time in
the world to make sure we got our performances spot on”.
The boys all hope that the relaxed nature of the recording
process can be felt by the listener.
With the past few months, the prospects of supporting
the single with live performance dwindling, Noon Shift
have plans to explore new technology in a way that will let
them live stream a ‘gig’ to their audience. The boys believe
it to be a chance to maintain the connection felt between a
performer and their audience while people are encouraged
to stay home and practice social distancing. Their main
goal would be to continue growing their local following,
hopefully to a point where they can play some small festival
slots once they are allowed back on the road.

Above: Nick Lowe, Will Abbott and Michael Sramek of band
Noon Shift
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Andrew Carloss - Class of 2018
Andy wasn’t sure what he was going to do after Year 12. He had
been a Lasallian Youth Leader and enjoyed the opportunities that this
had given him, such as going on the Indian Immersion trip, visiting
the Anglicare Retirement Village regularly, being involved in the
special swimming team as well as school camps and reflection days. He
had enrolled in nursing at university but was feeling undecided about
this decision and was thinking about other opportunities.
With a bit of encouragement from his mother and Youth Ministers
Franco and Matt, Andy applied to be part of the Lasallian Youth
Volunteers Program. He had his doubts as it is a significant upheaval
to leave the security and familiarity of your home life, as well as all
your friends, but he took the leap of faith and applied. Looking back,
Andy says it was the best thing he ever did. He was posted to an all
boys’ school - De La Salle College, Mangere, South of Auckland, NZ
for eleven months.
De La Salle College, Mangere is in an underprivileged school whose
students come from primarily Pacific Island nations. The culture and
size of the students were vastly different from that of what Andy had
seen in Sydney, but Andy embraced being with these boys who were
gentle giants. Living with the Brother’s and being with the students,
he enjoyed his new way of life, made strong connections with the
community, and felt that he was getting more personally out of the
experience that he was putting in. He thrived on the chance to serve
others. Upon arrival, he started working immediately with Year 7 and
8 boys who had special needs with literacy. Also, within the volunteer
program, you can choose a particular interest area, which for Andy
was hospitality and sport, both of which he got the chance to teach
and play regularly with the students.
While at the College, Andy also became a Debating Coach. Having
no prior experience of debating, he threw himself into the challenge.
He was unsure of how to proceed, but he enjoyed it and learned a lot
about himself and his capabilities. He ran ‘trial debates’ for students to
practice before the event and enjoyed coaching the boys and watching

them develop and
grow. This experience
extended Andy,
gave him new-found
confidence and took
him out of his comfort
zone. Seeing the boys
exceed expectations was
another highlight. Out
of 110 teams, Andy’s
team came fourth,
which was unexpected
for the students in a low decile school and they were also awarded the
top school in South Auckland.
During his time away, Andy was also given the opportunity to travel
to Saint Paul’s VI College partner school in Samoa. There he was able
to experience village life, continue running retreats and continue to
immerse himself and give back to the community. This school has
now become the first De La Salle school in Samoa and continues the
education and service of the Christian Brothers.
Andy has learnt so much from his experiences overseas. An
important part is the strong community and values that the students
in these schools hold. The ‘brotherhood’ is something that is talked
about but more importantly is lived every day. There is a real sense of
‘brotherhood’ among the boys, they look out for each other, and this
continues after school. The alumni have a powerful connection too
and return to mentor students to ensure they are heading in the right
direction.
Andy’s experience overseas gave him the time and clarity to realise
that he didn’t want to go into a career in nursing as he had previously
thought but wanted to teach. Andy now attends ACU and is studying
to become a high school teacher. Andy’s advice for anybody who is
thinking of taking this opportunity is to - just do it. The opportunity
to serve, putting others before yourself and accepting new challenges
has been an invaluable experience, one that he’ll forever be grateful for.

Andrew Carroll - Class of 2001

2020 Reunions

Andrew graduated from Australian College of Physical Education
in 2007 and has been teaching at Oakhill College in the PDHPE
Department since 2009. He also coaches the 1st XV Rugby and is the
convenor of swimming at the College. He has been fortunate, while
working at Oakhill, to be part of overseas tours with Basketball and
Rugby to New Zealand, South America and USA. In 2016 he married
Rommeny and is blessed with two beautiful children, Imogen in 2018
and Kiaarn in February 2020.

The reunions planned for the remainder of 2020 are:
Class of 1970 – Saturday 8th August
Class of 1995 – Saturday 12th September
Class of 2000 – Saturday 12th September
Class of 2010 – Saturday 7th November

We will notify the students from these years of the details closer to the
time.
Class of 1995 – 25 Year Reunion is on 12th September 2020 from
4.00pm at Café Del Mar - Rooftop Bar, Pyrmont. Anyone who wishes
to RSVP can contact Rod Frost at rodneyfrost@lamsongroup.com.au
or 0418 452 589. If you are on Facebook, Rod will add you to the
event. All students and teachers from the Year and any College
representatives that would like to attend are welcome.
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Class of 1980 reunion held in March 2020.

Sporting Connections for
Class of 2017
Nine students from the Class of 2017 wanted to continue playing
football together after graduating. So they joined Glenhaven Football
Club and formed a team in Youth League, becoming the 2018 season
Premiers. Pictured below with their Premiership trophy.

Back Row (l to r): Jack Terracciano, Stephen Maric, Jim O’Dea, Ambrose
Christie, Nicolas Nour, Jacob Gibian. Front Row (l to r): Tony Dome,
Dean Athaide, Peter Obeid.

Carmel Christie, Class of 1982 and College Administration Manager, with
Class of 2020 students, Adam and Benjamin Gangemi and Grace Cooper.
Her nephews, Adam and Ben, are sons of Nick Gangemi, Class of 1987. Her
“niece”, Grace, is the daughter of Fiona Woods, Class of 1988.

Flashback to
May 2004.
Celebrating the
re-dedication of
the De La Salle
Chapel and the
Jubilees of six
Brothers.

Weddings

Amanda (Pilotto) Class of 2009 and Dylan Trevor
The history between Amanda Pilotto and Dylan Trevor
started at Western Sydney University in 2012, where they
were studying the same teaching degree. They share a love
for travel, food and sport. Dylan, a 26-year-old high school
teacher, proposed spontaneously
at Mrs Macquarie’s Chair in
Sydney Harbour in 2017.
They were married in the De La
Salle Chapel at Oakhill College
with a reception at Miramare
Gardens in Terrey Hills on July
14th, 2018. They celebrated with
150 friends and family and then
honeymooned in Hawaii. The
dress was a custom Norma & Lili
bridal couture fitted gown.
Loredana (Quattrocchi) - Class of 2012 and
Scott Graham - Class of 2011
On 6th July 2019 Loredana (Dana) and Scott were married
at St Benedict’s Church, Broadway. Loredana and Scott met
ten years earlier on the school bus and became a couple when
Scott asked Loredana to his Year 10 Formal.
Oakhill College alumni in the bridal party - Ryan Walker,
Luke Zancanaro and Brandon Theoctistou, all Class of 2011;
Joseph Quattrocchi, Class of 2019; Rosalie Quattrocchi, Class
of 2017; and Jade McLennan, Class of 2012. Many members
of the extended Oakhill College community helped the
couple celebrate including the bride’s father and mother, Ross
Quattrocchi, Class of 1984 and Marisa Quattrocchi, Oakhill
College Careers Advisor.
After Year 12, Loredana completed her Bachelor of
Education (Primary) at the University of Notre Dame, Sydney
and is now teaching at Glenorie Public School. Scott is the
Operations Manager for
High Rise Window Cleaning
and Facilities Maintenance
business. Loredana and Scott
have made their home in
Glenhaven.

Unfortunately, due to our Innovation Hub project, we
won’t be able to hold any weddings during 2021.
We are taking bookings now for 2022. Please email
weddings@oakhill.nsw.edu.au if you would like to
book the De La Salle Chapel.
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Vale Mrs Merryn Bertus. Passed away in
December 2019. Mrs Bertus will be known by
many in our Oakhill College community and
was the mother of past students - Nicholas
Bertus, Class of 2011, Luke Bertus Class of
2014 and Hayley Bertus, Class of 2016. Mrs
Bertus nursed her husband Nigel for about
20 years before he passed away in 2018 from
Parkinson’s Disease.

VA L E S
We pray for those members of the
Oakhill community who have passed
away and may they rest in peace:
Vale Mrs Sara-Joy Ly nee O’Connor, Class
of 2002. Passed away 1st June 2020.
Vale Mr Andrew Bungate, Class of 1997.
Passed away on 24th April 2020.
Vale Br Chris Gorringe fsc. Passed away on
13th April 2020. While Br Chris lived and
worked in several places across four states and
the four countries of our District and beyond,
notably as Acting Provincial, Assistant
Provincial and District Bursar, his Lasallian
connection commenced here when he was a
student at Oakhill College (Class of 1962).
Having trained as a Brother, he was also
College Principal (1996-2006) and Board
member. Oakhill remained special to him for
his entire life.

Vale Br Vincent Cotter. Passed away on 5th
April 2020. Br Vincent was a staff member
from 1969-1970 and in 1969 was Prefect of
Studies, Science Subject Master. He was Vice
Principal, Science Subject Master in 1970, a
member of Castle Hill Brothers’ Community
from 1981-2003 and a Lecturer at the Catholic
Teachers’ College at Castle Hill in 1983.
Vale Mr Paul Hinchcliffe, Father of our
current College Vice Captain, Mary Geary
Hinchcliffe. Passed away in March 2020.
Vale Mr Paul King, Class of 1982. Passed
away on 1st March 2020.

Vale Mr Wally Drozdoff, Oakhill Property
and Maintenance Manager. Passed away on
Monday 9th March 2020. Wally was born
in Shanghai, China in 1958 after his parents
moved there from the Ukraine during
difficult times under the Soviet Union.
Not long thereafter the family moved again
with the difficulties in China due to the
Great Leap Forward. The Baptist Church
of Adelaide sponsored Wally’s family and
he grew up in Adelaide alongside a growing
community of Ukrainian friends from
the Slavic Pentecostal Church. In 1998
Wally took up the position as Property and
Maintenance Manager at Oakhill College.
The journey from then until now is quite
amazing and a lot of the credit must go to
Wally and his “can do” attitude. Oakhill
would not be in the shape it is today without
him. He was very excited about the Master
Plan and was working hard on this right
up until his sudden departure. While at
Oakhill, Wally was also a regular worshipper,
trainer and friend at the Hillsong Pentecostal
Church. Wally’s faith was principal, first
and foremost in his life and the great driving
force for his kind, gentle, humble, steadfast
nature. Wally will be sorely missed by us all
at Oakhill College, but also by his wife Ruth
and his two daughters and their husbands,
Linda and Kristoffer, and Natasha and Leslie.
Vale Mr Peter McLoughlin, Class of 1982.
Passed away on 19th February 2020.
Vale Professor Stephen Hunyor, Class of
1957. Passed away in February 2020.
Vale Paul Jules Lippman, Class of 1938.
Passed away on 14th February 2020. Paul was
a student at Oakhill in 1937-1938 and taught
in our Primary School during 1976. He was
also an international rugby referee.

Vale Mr John Walsh, Benefactor of the
Institute of the De La Salle Brothers and the
first Bursar of Oakhill College. Passed away
on 2nd April 2019 after a short illness. Mr
Walsh was pre-deceased by his beloved wife
Iris and his brother Fr Hugh Walsh OFM.
After working in the Australian government
services in Papua New Guinea in the late
1960’s and early 1970’s, Br Peter McIntosh
employed Mr Walsh as College Bursar in
1975. After retiring from Oakhill College as
Bursar, Mr Walsh worked as District Bursar
of the Province of Australia, New Zealand
and Papua New Guinea. The Oakhill College
Library was named some years ago, the “PJ
Walsh Library” after Mr John Walsh.

Vale Mrs Angela Crowe, widow of Darcy
Crowe who was on the College Board during
the 1980s. For the last 20+ years she has
presented the College Dux at the Awards
Ceremony. She passed away in December
2018. Her son, son-in-law and two grandsons
are Oakhill alumni. Damian Crowe, Class
of 1982, Michael Egan, Class of 1982, Adam
Kearns, Class of 2012 and William Kearns,
Class of 2016.

Contributions to The Oakhill Drive publication are welcome. Please let us know what has been happening in your life since you last
“walked down the drive”. Email your article (200-250 words) and photo to drive@oakhill.nsw.edu.au
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