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Affiliation to the Brothers
of the Christian Schools
Affiliation to the Brothers of the Christian Schools is the Brothers’ way of recognising and
acknowledging people who support the local, national and international Lasallian Mission through
devoted service, and through their personal and fraternal relationships. The names of Affiliates are
inscribed in the official archives of the international centre in Rome.
Letters of Affiliation were conferred on Mr Steve Molloy who has
recently retired from membership of the Economic Council of the
District of ANZPPNG and who has proved himself to be a “faithful
servant” of the Brothers and of the Lasallian Mission for more than
twenty years.
Steve was educated by the Brothers at De La Salle College
Caringbah and De La Salle College Cronulla and he has constantly
expressed gratitude for the influence of his teachers, naming
specifically Br Quentin O’Halloran and Br Paul Rigney. He
attributes to the former his love of literature and culture and always
speaks of the Brothers who taught him with affection and respect.
In 1997 Steve was appointed Bursar at Oakhill College, a position
which he held until his retirement in 2015, having served with
four Brother Principals (Br Ambrose Payne, Br Chris Gorringe,
Br Ken Ormerod and Br Peter Ryan). In addition to demonstrating
competence in business and financial matters and proving himself to
be a loyal supporter of the diverse Principal’s with whom he worked,
Steve proved himself to be a genuine Lasallian community builder,
encapsulating in his relationships with others the very best of our
Lasallian ideals, including a deep compassion for the poor, and
practical concern for staff who were in need of support - for whom
he became a reliable friend and confidant. His community building
was shown in the welcome he invariably gave to visiting alumni and
Brothers who called in to the College, often unannounced, in his
introduction of regular College reunions for alumni and in his close
involvement with the Parents & Friends Association.
Soon after his appointment as Bursar at Oakhill College,
Br David Hawke (Visitor) invited Steve to join the District’s
Economic Council and he remained on the Council until his recent
retirement. As a member of the Economic Council Steve was an
active contributor to discussion, a person with independent views,
but always prepared to listen and assist the Council in working
collaboratively. His expertise in financial matters, and especially in
planning appropriate asset management strategies, has proved most
valuable in the current circumstances where the District is facing
financial challenges.
Steve also served as a member of the Board of the Lasallian
Foundation for nine years and as a member of the Management
Committee of the Lasallian Centre at Narooma. As a member of

the Lasallian Foundation Board, Steve was most passionate about
promoting and supporting the Foundation’s work for the poor and
disadvantaged in the Asia-Pacific region and, while understanding
and respecting the decision to wind up the Foundation, urged that
the good work be continued through alternative strategies.
We believe that Steve’s longstanding service of the District in a
variety of roles, combined with his personal qualities of honesty,
loyalty and trustworthiness, his commitment to the mission and
to Lasallian ideals, and finally his deep respect and affection for
the Brothers, ensure that he is a most worthy recipient of Letters
of Affiliation. The ceremony was due to take place this year but has
been postponed due to COVID-19.
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From Our Principal
Theologian, Karl Rahner SJ, once said, isn’t Christmas a time when God gives us permission to be happy?
So why not? Christmas is also a time when we are reminded that there was no room for him at the inn.
Peoples’ busy lives and expectations kept them from offering him a place to be born. That hasn’t changed.
Abbott, Ron Rolheiser OMI explains it is complex. In the days
leading up to Christmas, many of us struggle to do all the things
we need to do to be ready for all that needs to happen at home and
work. We need to shop for gifts, send out cards, put up lights and
decorations, plan menus, buy food, attend a goodly number of
Christmas socials. This, added on to the normal pressures within our
lives, not infrequently leaves us with the feeling: I’m not going to make
it! I won’t be ready! I won’t be ready for Christmas! Regretfully this
hasn’t changed either.
Rolheiser says being ready for Christmas ought not depend upon
getting everything neatly checked off on our to-do list: gifts, done;
cards, done; decorations, done; food, ready; the requisite number of
social obligations, completed. If you find yourself greeting your family,
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friends and neighbours with a little more warmth, compassion and
understanding then you have made room in the Inn, you have taken
on the message and purpose of Christ this Christmas. This we can
change.
Last Sunday was the Third Sunday of Advent, a time of preparation
and anticipation for the coming of Christ. Advent is a time of hope
and aspiration – it is foundational to be people of hope. Hope that
the USA and China will resolve their trade disputes; hope that we can
come together to implement resolutions to reduce global warming
and climate change; hope that there will be peace in countries of war
so that families can have stability and enjoy the progress that peace
brings; hope that our concerns will be resolved; hope that this virus
will go away. Being people of hope, this we can change.

I would like to conclude by thanking Mrs Gabby Russo for her
tireless work in the preparation of our two editions of Oakhill Drive
this year and her work to update our data base. Elsewhere in this
edition of the Oakhill Drive you will read about our call for help
through the establishment of a committee which can guide and help
us keep you connected to what it is and who you are, someone special,
the Oakhill Graduate.
May the good Lord bless you all.
Wishing you a happy and Holy Christmas and a restful summer.

Can you identify the people in this photo?
A prize will be awarded to the person who is first to name
the students in the photo correctly. Send entries to Mrs
Gabby Russo at the College email drive@oakhill.nsw.edu.au
(NB: College staff are ineligible to enter this competition)

Br Steve Hogan, Principal fsc

“Because a thing is difficult for you, do not therefore
suppose it to be beyond mortal power. On the contrary,
if anything is possible and proper for man to do,
assume that it must fall within your own capacity.”
Marcus Aurelius
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CO L L EG E N E W S

Chariots of Fire
Oakhill is proud to announce that we
have launched our new website and
digital newsletter. Take a look at our
latest videos, go on a virtual tour or
read our latest newsletter.

Can you identify the people in this photo?
A prize will be awarded to the person who is first to name
the students in the photo correctly. Send entries to Mrs
Gabby Russo at the College email drive@oakhill.nsw.edu.au
(NB: College staff are ineligible to enter this competition)

Please keep your
details up to date
Communication between the College and generations
of families, past and present is important to the
Oakhill College community. You can update your current
details by visiting our website or
www.oakhill.nsw.edu.au/alumni-update
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Our Year 10 Drama students recently packed their
bags and headed to the Olympic Games! With a
stopover at the prestigious Cambridge University
and a wander through the Scottish Highlands on
their way, their final destination was Paris, 1924.
Wednesday 18th November was the opening performance of the
Year 10 play Chariots of Fire. Based on a true story and the film of the
same name the play takes us through the lives of Harold Abrahams
and Eric Liddell and shows not only the fierce competition involved
in becoming a top athlete but also explores the impact of faith on
their lives and the challenges that can present, particularly in 1920’s
England.
With only four live performances and a restricted audience due
to the effects of COVID-19 it is no wonder the show was a sell-out.
Opening night was a huge success. The acting was superb, the stage
and tech crew didn’t miss a beat and the audience absolutely loved it.
A big thank you to everyone involved – all of the Year 10 Drama
students as well as some of our Year 11 girls, all of the Performing
Arts staff across Drama and Music, our volunteers looking after
costumes, staging and ticketing as well as our Arts and Maintenance
departments. Congratulations on a wonderful show – one that will
be remembered for years to come.
Mrs Rebecca Madigan, Administration Assistant - Performing Arts

P&F Facilities Update
Our P&F committee have successfully applied for and received a
number of NSW Government Community Building Partnership
Grants which allow us to continue to make further improvements
to the College facilities. In 2018 we received a grant for the Oakhill
College bus; in 2019 we received a grant to upgrade our cricket nets
and turf; and in 2020 we have received a grant to construct a path to
Hermann Oval improving disability access.
Our P&F have also assisted with funds to install new shade sails
over the old pool area. These improvement projects allow our students
to have better facilities and the shade sails have meant that we can
utilise this additional space for a sun-safe yard for our students.

Friday

4th
June 2021

S AV E T H E DAT E

Oakhill College
Sports Lunch

The funds raised from our 2019 Sports Lunch have enabled us to
complete the new seating project on Hermann Oval. Gone are the tired
sleepers that many will remember on Hermann Oval, replaced with
newly constructed stairs, rails, synthetic grass and seating. Families
and students can now enjoy top quality Oakhill sport in comfort.

Cricket Keepsake
Our First XI Cricket Coaches were presented with a keepsake
drinks esky as a momento of Oakhill being the ISA Champions for
the 2019/2020 season. This sturdy, Oakhill branded esky has the
names of the winning team members and coaches on it. A fabulous
reminder to our future cricket teams that dreams can be achieved.

The Oakhill Graduate
The symbolism of Oakhill’s beginnings and heritage is communicated to our community in many ways. We are currently creating
some design pieces around this and are sending out a call for anybody who is interested in being involved in creating a singular
piece of landscape architecture for the new central precinct, encapsulating the whole hilltop area and extension of Oakhill Drive.
If you would like to be involved, please email us at: drive@oakhill.nsw.edu.au
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Inclusive
Community
at Oakhill

Giving to Oakhill College
Leave a Legacy for Future Generations
Financial support is essential to the continued
success of Oakhill College. We encourage all
members of the Oakhill College community
to support the Building Fund through annual
gifts and contributions. All donations to
the Oakhill College Building Fund are taxdeductible. By working together, we can
all make a difference here at the College
in providing the best possible facilities and
resources for teaching and learning; for both
today’s students and the next generation.
You can make a tax-deductible gift to the
Oakhill College Building Fund by visiting
http://www.schooleasypay.com.au/oakhill/
and select Voluntary Building Fund Donation,
or if you would like to discuss a particular
contribution, please contact Br Steve Hogan
(Principal). When making your donation,
please enter the Record ID as your year of
graduation or the year of your youngest
child’s graduation. If you are a current parent,
please use your Family ID from your College
Fees Statement. You will automatically
be sent a receipt in acknowledgement of
your generous donation at the end of the
current financial year. For more information,
please contact Mrs Elke Forrest, Bursar
and Operations Manager on 9634 0801 or
email eforrest@oakhill.nsw.edu.au. This is an
opportunity to live out our Lasallian tradition
– “Enter to Learn. Leave to Serve”.

Matthew and Isabella Hurst

We have had our first female students
involved in two important aspects of
College life. Isabella Hurst has been
named in our First XI Cricket team,
with her twin brother Matthew, and Elia
Chaiban (2021 College Captain) has
been an altar server in our Friday morning
Masses. We warmly welcome both girls
into these roles in what have traditionally
been male dominated arenas.

Jet Chong, Adam Tomka, Fr Stephen, James Weppner (Class of 2020) and Elia Chaiban

Drop Everything
And Read (DEAR)
As part of our targeted programs for
reading, the College has set aside time
for everyone to silently read a book of
their choice each Wednesday.
We have had amazing achievements in our writing
results over recent years and want to continue our
upward trend for our vocabulary skills. We know
reading will continue to improve these skills, so
we have introduced this initiative across the entire
College. Students have taken to this initiative
extremely well, with book borrowing at an
all-time high.
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Mission Focus

We thank our community for their generosity and
support of Oakhill College’s Mission activities. Many
have struggled this year following floods, bushfires
and COVID-19, but the Oakhill College community
continues to assist in any way they can to help others
less fortunate than us. We were unable to have our
Mission Action Day but were able to participate in
the St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal, RUOK Day?,
Jersey Day, Lebanon Lasallian Schools Fundraiser,
St Lucy’s Day and our Christmas Hampers.

Happy Teachers’
(Staff) Day
We recently celebrated World Teacher’s
(Staff) Day with a surprise thank you
to our staff. We appreciate all the extra
hours, dedication and effort that our staff
continually put in for our students and for the
betterment of the Oakhill College community.

Read to Succeed
Boys do read! Once again, we have broken records for our Years 7-9 Read to
Succeed Program. This year, we have had over 110 Principal Award winners, over
135 Dean’s Award winners, 1000s of books read, and numerous reviews to read.
Our program has enabled students to read from a vast variety of genres, discuss their
opinions on books, and share the books via our online padlets.
At our Principal’s Morning Tea we welcomed 110 students, who had all read over
ten books from the Principal’s and Student Top 50 lists and shared this reading on
their online padlets.
This program is one of our Principal, Br Steve’s favourite, as he understands the
fundamental benefits of wide reading for students in these Year groups. Along with
our enthusiastic Library team who have continued to assist and engage our students
throughout the program, they have gone against the familiar mantra that boys do
not read.
The OAKHILL DRIVE DECEMBER 2020
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Al u m ni
NEWS

New Format for Reunions
F ROM 2021

This year due to COVID-19 most of our reunions had to be
cancelled. We have taken feedback received from our alumni about
our reunions and are pleased to announce that we are improving
our format from 2021.
During 2021, we will be assembling an Alumni Committee.
The Alumni Committee will be created from alumni who will
set up terms of reference, support alumni programs and have
involvement in Oakhill College’s activities. We are calling for
expressions of interest to be on our committee. Please email your
EOI to drive@oakhill.nsw.edu.au.
Additionally, from 2021, each Year group will have a
representative/s who will organise the reunion event externally.
At the end of each year, Oakhill will email the cohorts which
are scheduled to hold a reunion the following year and ask for a
representative/s to be the reunion co-ordinator for their cohort’s
event. The co-ordinator will then contact Oakhill College
nominating themselves to be the co-ordinator, and may choose
a venue, date and time for the reunion. If we do not have a
representative from a Year group, then unfortunately there will be
no reunion for that cohort.
Oakhill will be the liaison between the cohort and the reunion
co-ordinator and assist in communicating and advertising the
event. The reunions proposed for 2021 are:
Class of 1960
Class of 1961
Class of 1970
Class of 1971
Class of 1981
Class of 1990

Class of 1991
Class of 1995
Class of 2000
Class of 2001
Class of 2010
Class of 2011

Anyone from these cohorts who would like to be the reunion
organiser, please email us at drive@oakhill.nsw.edu.au.
Note: The Class of 1980 reunion was held early 2020.

Raising Awareness for
Unexplained Cardiac Death
Some of you may have heard of the sudden and tragic loss of
Luke Gardoni (Class of 2017) in August this year. His cause of
death was Unexplained Cardiac Death (UCD), which is one of
the biggest killers in people under 50 and takes the lives of over
2,000 Australians each year. His family has asked us to assist in
creating awareness of UCD which receives very little attention
or government funding. Sadly UCD strikes those who are fit
and healthy, with no apparent symptoms and death comes ‘out
of the blue’ without warning.
Many may remember Luke who was studying a Bachelor
of Professional Accounting, had just celebrated his 21st
birthday and was enjoying life to the fullest. Luke loved Italian
culture, football, his family and friends, and was a generous,
selfless man who had touched the lives of many, with a never
give up attitude.
The enducd.org foundation was formed to find the causes
of UCD, tests to identify people at high risk and preventative
treatments so no other Australian families lose a much loved
member to UCD. For further information, visit:
https://www.enducd.org/

Open Day
The College is holding its annual Open Day on
Sunday 7th March 2021 from 10.00am-2.00pm.
We will have student-led tours, open classrooms and
onsite activities. Please pass onto any prospective
families that you know.
Bookings are essential and can be made on our website:
https://www.oakhill.nsw.edu.au/enrolments/book-a-tour
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Class of

1990

Mrs Jodie McGill (nee Scully)
- Class of 1990

Mr Michael Elliott,
College Captain - Class of 1990

The Class of 1990 reunion was unfortunately cancelled, but
Jodie was kind enough to contact us and track down some of her
classmates from this
extraordinary year. Not
only was there a breadth of
talent from this cohort, but
many of the Class of 1990
married their Oakhill
College sweethearts – and
are still married, including
Jodie who married Jon.
Jon and Jodie have three
daughters Aisling (Class of
2018) who is now studying
a Bachelor of Fine Arts at
the National Art School,
Eily (Class of 2021) and
younger daughter Niamh.

Since leaving Oakhill, Michael has gone on to become a successful
author, illustrator, children’s television producer, scriptwriter and
animator. When he’s not writing (and illustrating) fabulous books
for children like ‘Squidge Dibley Destroys the School’ or ‘Squidge
Dibley Destroys the Galaxy’ and ‘The Turners’ trilogy, Mick is a TV
producer and literacy ambassador for The Australian Reading Hour.
He has also overseen award-winning series for kids of all ages.
His credits as producer include ‘Camp Orange’, Play Along with
Ollie’, ‘Slimefest’ and
hundreds of advertising
campaigns, as well as
producing for Nickelodeon.
His work has won more
than twenty international
awards, while his animated
short films have screened
at over sixty festivals
worldwide.
Mick lives in Sydney with
his wife, two children and
a garden full of lizards.

Here are some of the
Class of 1990s stories:

Class of 1990

Weddings

Karen McCrumb and Peter Lamey

Mark Antunac (Class of 1990) married Shauna Cook (Class of 1990)
David Clatworthy (Class of 1990) married Donna Macey (Class of 1990)
Jonathan McGill (Class of 1990) married Jodie Scully (Class of 1990)
Dean Michniewicz (Class of 1990) married Rebecca Toole (Class of 1990)
Andrew Gremmo (Class of 1990) married Belinda McLaren (Class of 1991)
Jacqui Clark (Class of 1990) married Andrew Wisemantel (Class of 1991)
Rebekah Barnfield (Class of 1990) married Anthony Johnston (Class of 1989)
Bronwyn Ranch (Class of 1990) married Alfredo Polselli (Class of 1989)
Karen McCrumb (Class of 1990) married Peter Lamey (Class of 1989)
David Campbell (Class of 1990) married Margaret Breene (Class of 1991)

Bronwyn Ranch and Alfredo Polselli

Shauna Cook and Mark Antunac
The OAKHILL DRIVE DECEMBER 2020
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Class of

1990

Mr Doug Hawes - Class of 1990
Doug is a Merchant Seafarer who assists with the safe navigation
of his ship, in his words ‘Dodging Icebergs’. His home port is
Hobart, but he travels regularly to Antarctica, Macquarie Island,
Sydney, Western Port (VIC) and Singapore.
Doug’s job takes him away usually 4-6 weeks at a time, but he
can be away for up to three months. His work on board can range
from retrieving scientific equipment, operating cranes, refuelling
helicopters, slinging cargo and ship maintenance. He loves his job as
no two days are ever the same.

Ms Sarrah
Le Marquand
- Class of 1990
Sarrah left university determined to
pursue a career in political journalism
but an early detour on a magazine devoted to the surprisingly intricate
world of daytime soap operas redirected her career.
In the years that followed she was employed as a magazine
entertainment reporter and film critic on breakfast TV before joining
The Daily Telegraph in 2005 as television writer. She went on to assume
various roles at the newspaper including film editor, columnist, features
chief of staff and deputy features editor.
In 2008 she was appointed features editor. In 2009 she began
writing a weekly column covering everything from politics to pop
culture to parenthood and in 2014 she was appointed opinion editor
of The Daily Telegraph and went on to become the founding editor of
RendezView, the popular News Corp Australia opinion site.
In 2016 Sarrah was appointed as editor-in-chief of Stellar magazine,
which is published across NSW and Victoria every Sunday and is
the highest circulating weekly magazine in Australia. Sarrah is also a
panelist on the Today show and a regular co-host of The Project and
Studio 10 and has also appeared on Sky News, Q&A, The Drum,
A Current Affair, The Morning Show and Sunrise and is a frequent
commentator on ABC radio. She lives in Sydney with her husband and
two young sons.

Very Rev Fr Michael de Stoop
- Class of 1990

Ms Trudi-Ann Read - Class of 1990
In February 2018 I married Paul Harvey (La Salle Bankstown)
at St Felix Bankstown. Recently we bought my mum’s house at
Baulkham Hills and are knocking out walls and changing things
up! Never been happier.
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I am currently in the Seminary for a handover from the current
Rector Fr Danny Meagher whereupon my new appointment as Rector
of the Seminary of the Good Shepherd, Homebush by the Archbishop
will commence in 2021. Except for the Dioceses of Parramatta and
Wagga Wagga which have their own seminaries, the Seminary of the
Good Shepherd provides priestly formation for the dioceses of NSW
and other States in Australia. Currently, there are 43 men in formation
in Homebush.
I finished Year 10 at Oakhill College in 1988 and completed the
HSC in 1990 in another College only to return in one sense in 1991,
as I studied at the ACU campus which was in the grounds of Oakhill
in those days. I then commenced my studies for the Priesthood at
St Patrick’s College, Manly in 1994 where I completed my first two
years of formation before
the new Seminary was
established in Homebush
in 1996. I will be the first
Rector who graduated from
this Seminary and I am
grateful for the education I
received from the De La Salle
Brothers who played a special
role in sowing the seeds of
my priestly vocation by virtue
of their witness to Christ in
their religious vocation.

Miss Evangeline Gray - Class of 2017
Since walking down the driveway and leaving Oakhill College, I
have realised my calling is to help people - specifically, primary school
aged children. Going to India with University to teach English was
a fantastic experience; not only to develop my skills as an educator,
but to teach children in
a completely different
environment where
everything that was available
is not necessarily available
now. An experience that just
cannot be explained with
words, only big positive vibes
and smiles. These children
are so happy to be with
you and interact with you.

The bond I formed with these students and teachers at the school is
absolutely incredible and I never want to forget those happy feelings
and memories.
Attaining my university Degree next year is something I am
looking forward to. I am going to graduate with a specialisation in
Mathematics and graduate with a Degree in Special Needs. To be able
to take the knowledge I
have developed and learnt
from all of my previous
experiences in life from my
education, travelling and
volunteering and applying
it to teach the future leaders
of our world is impactful,
incredible, and inspiring
and I cannot wait to do it!

Ms Freda Chiu - Class of 2006

Mr Matthew D’Souza - Class of 2016

I look back on my time at Oakhill College with great fondness
and feel fortunate to have been part of a supportive community. The
teachers showed genuine care for our studies as well as our emotional
wellbeing. One teacher I cannot thank enough was my La Salle Dean
at the time, David Newman, who helped me through a dark time in
my life when my father passed away.
After graduating from Oakhill in 2006, I went on to study a double
degree in Visual Communications and International Studies at The
University of Technology Sydney. Since then, I have been working full
time as a freelance illustrator, making commercial art for applications
ranging from books to retail for clients such as: Penguin Books, Puffin
UK, the ABC, ANZ, Turia Pitt, Sony, and Singapore Airlines. I also
lecture and tutor in illustration and animation design at UTS, where
I am passionate about fostering my student’s love for the arts and
sharing my knowledge of the industry. Currently, I am writing and
illustrating my very first children’s picture book (a lifelong dream!),
which will be published by Allen and Unwin at the end of 2021. I
hope to continue writing and illustrating for children in the future,
as I feel strongly about having more diverse characters and stories in
publishing.
Pursuing a life as an artist is a tough road with plenty of self-doubt
but having people who recognised my strengths and believed in me
during my formative years was incredibly important. I am grateful for
the ongoing support of my art teachers, Nadina Hazon and Cecilia
Weinert, during my time at Oakhill and today- they are part of the
reason why I’m able to do what I love!

After graduating from
Oakhill, I commenced my
Bachelor’s degree in Mechatronic
(Space) Engineering and Physics
at the University of Sydney.
Inspired by the numerous
activities on offer at Oakhill, I
made an effort to get involved
in the exciting opportunities
presented at university.
The highlight so far has been
travelling to New Mexico,
USA with the USYD Rocketry
Team to compete in the 2019
Spaceport America Cup. This
annual intercollegiate rocketry
competition challenges student teams from universities around
the world to design, build and fly high power rockets. The first
Australian team to enter in the competition’s history, we exceeded all
expectations to place first in the commercial motor 10,000 ft altitude
category. Despite this year’s competition being cancelled due to
COVID-19, we look forward to returning in 2021, entering the more
challenging 30,000 ft class.
The Catholic Society has been a great support, helping me to
journey along the path of faith from where I left off at Oakhill. I’ve
enjoyed many retreats, balls and bake sales with this wonderful group
of people. I have also served as president of the Astronomy Society for
the past couple of years, leading groups of students on stargazing and
camping trips. It’s been an exciting few years and I can’t wait for what
the future holds.
https://sydney.edu.au/news-opinion/news/2019/06/30/sydneyrocketry-team-wins-at-spaceport-america-cup.html

Trooper Jason Brown - Class of 1999
The 10-year commemorative service for Trooper Jason Brown was
held in the Australian War Memorial, Canberra on 13th August
2020. Lest We Forget.
The OAKHILL DRIVE DECEMBER 2020
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Mr Jake Miller - Class of 2014
Since graduating from Oakhill, I have continued to be
driven by my passion for swimming and sports performance.
Using my extensive swimming training experience, I began
my coaching career in early 2015. Alongside coaching, I
completed a Bachelor of Exercise and Sports Science at
the Australian Catholic University, graduating in 2018.
Combining both my experience and studies I continued to
seek new opportunities and successfully became the Manager
at Waves Fitness and Aquatic Centre in 2019.
A new chapter within my career recently began bringing
me back to where my journey started, the Oakhill College
swimming pool. Being the Founder and Director of the Hills
newest competitive swimming program, Western Sydney
Aquatics, I strive to create a fun learning experience and give
every swimmer the opportunity to achieve their goals. I work
alongside a passionate team
of coaches, one being my
younger brother Nicholas
(Class of 2018). We look
forward to what the future
holds and hope to bring
continual enjoyment and
success to the Oakhill and
Hills communities.

Mr Richard Scarf - Class of 1961
Some of the students from the Class of 1961 were together
in 2017 and enjoyed a day on the harbour. They reminisced
about Oakhill and of the days where it was relatively small
with modest facilities. At the time Oakhill catered for under
300 boys from all over the State, the country and our near
pacific neighbours under the Colombo plan.
The students were all boarders apart from Mr Chris
Betar and were taught by Br Damien Harvey who they all
acknowledge they owe a great debt. At his funeral at the
College many years ago, one of the students (a solicitor) on
the day commented “that we were the boys that Br Damien
brought back from the Rubicon”. They all agreed that that is
what he did, he took a troubled youth and helped them. A very
accurate statement given the number of men today who owe
their position in life and so much more to his guidance and
mentorship. The friendships forged then, still hold fast today.

Left to right back row: Mr Richard Scarf, Br Chris Gorringe
(deceased), Mr Chris Betar, Mr John Connell, Mr Michael
Berecry, Mr Jacko Perronnet.
Seated LtoR: travelled for the event – Mr Jimmy Miranda from
Griffith NSW and Mr Phil Plowman from Perth WA
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Mr Rhys Jack - Class of 2007
Since graduating from Oakhill, Rhys has gone on to achieve a multitude
of successes. He has completed University with a Bachelor of Business
Administration and a Bachelor of Construction Management (Honours)
Degrees; played Rugby League with the Canterbury Bulldogs and Wests
Tigers in the national U20s and NSW Cup, winning a NSW Cup
Premiership with the Bulldogs in 2010; worked with the Black Dog Institute
as a presenter to Schools across Sydney as well as a research advisory panel
member over the past eight years; worked as a construction project manager
on the Barangaroo redevelopment Project in Sydney; volunteered with
Lasallian Schools in Sri Lanka and Papua New Guinea; had a number of
articles published in national and international publications (SMH, Daily
Telegraph, Success Magazine); and trekked the Kokoda Trail in 2015 with
a number of ex-Oakhill students, raising funds and awareness for charities
supporting emergency first responders dealing with PTSD.
Recently he started his own project management and advisory firm,
working on construction and development projects in a number of industries.
Rhys reflects that it was probably once he left Oakhill that he learnt the
value of having a good education and a nice place to come to school and learn.
Through travelling and seeing other Lasallian Schools around the world, he
realised the importance of using that gift to help others who may not have
been as fortunate. He was invited to speak at the College in 2019 for Mission
Action Day, which he says was an incredible experience in front of 1,500
students and a lot of the teachers who were there and taught him when he was
at Oakhill. It was something that he will always remember fondly.
Rhys is currently a brown belt in Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu and once fought Robert
Whittaker twice in one day!

Luke Joslin
- Class of 1997
Luke Joslin is an acclaimed actor and
director who has been nominated for
both the prestigious Green Room and
Helpmann Awards. In 2010 he won the
Helpmann for Best Supporting Actor in a
Musical for Avenue Q.
His Directorial credits include: In the
Heights for Hayes Theatre and Sydney
Opera House, Back to the 80s – the Musical and Les Miserables and Annie for
Packemin Productions at Riverside Theatres, Shrek and The Secret Garden.
In 2009 he won the Helpmann Award Winner for Best Supporting Actor
and the Green Room Award Winner for Best Supporting Actor in a musical
for Avenue Q.
In 2019 he was a Helpmann Nominee for Best Director of a Musical for
In the Heights at the Opera House. He is currently Associate Director for
Riverside Theatre Digital Concert Series.

Ms Emma
Procajlo
- Class of 2009

Councillor Dr Peter Gangemi
- Class of 2003
At just 26, Peter was the youngest person ever elected to The Hills Shire
Council in the 114 year history of the Shire. Having served on Council for the
last eight years since his election in September 2012, Peter serves as a Liberal
Party Councillor for North Ward covering suburbs such as Rouse Hill,
Beaumont Hills, Glenhaven, Kenthurst and his home suburb of Box Hill.
On Council, Peter stands for conservative principles, smaller government,
fighting against overdevelopment, maintaining The Hills way of life and
delivering infrastructure. Most recently, Peter was proud to lead the charge
on the formation of the Gables suburb, the decision to progress with a new
progress hall in Box Hill and the fast tracking of intersection rollouts in
North Ward. Peter is proud to be a leader within the chamber and works hard
to bring the work of the Councillors to the everyday resident.
In the community, Peter serves on the Bush Fire Management Committee,
is a member of several community progress associations and is a board
member of the Western Sydney Academy of Sport. Prior to serving on
Council, Peter was The Hills Shire Council’s Youth Ambassador.
Peter graduated from UNSW with a Mechanical Engineering Degree with
first class honours, before completing his PhD in 2015 with his thesis topic
being “Attenuation of the structural and responses of a submerged vessel”.
Peter works as a Senior Acoustic Engineer for Pulse Acoustics, specialising
in Environmental Acoustics. As an Acoustic Engineer, Peter has written
several journal and conference papers, is a member of the Australian
Acoustical Society and has served as an expert witness in the Land and
Environment Court.
Councillor Dr Peter Gangemi remembers being at Oakhill College and
enjoying being part of the Student Representative Council and Debating
team. Peter’s brother Stephen (Class of 2005), father Richard (Class of 1970)
and Uncle David (Class of 1969) all attended Oakhill College. Above all,
Peter’s best memory from the College campus was his wedding to his wife
Nicole in the College Chapel in 2017.

Mr Nick Bertus Class of 2011
We congratulate Nick who has just
been awarded a Sydney Sixers Contract
for the upcoming cricket season. Nick
has overcome some set-backs in his
career, as well as dealing with tragedy,
but his mental toughness and sheer skill
and dedication have ensured he was
awarded this well-deserved contract.

Since leaving Oakhill,
Emma has completed
a Bachelor of Civil
Engineering and Bachelor
of Commerce (Finance)
at Sydney University.
Her honours thesis was
on “The Future of the Public-Private-Partnership (PPP)
model in the Australian Infrastructure Industry” which
evaluated how transport infrastructure would be procured
in the future. Since university she has worked at Transurban
as an engineer on the Cross-City Tunnel and more recently
spent the past four years working in EY’s (Ernst & Young)
Infrastructure Advisory team.
Since starting at EY, Emma has been working on the
Sydney Metro which is Australia’s biggest public transport
project. The majority of her work has been on the Sydney
Metro City and Southwest project, as the lead financial
modeller for the State, which reached financial close late
last year (a welcome relief after many years of hard work).
This new Metro line will go from Chatswood to Bankstown
(via the CBD). She has always been fascinated by how mega
transport projects come to life and being able to see the
impact her work has on the world around her. Recently this
has become a reality. Pre-COVID-19 she had accepted a
role to move to EY London as part of their Infrastructure
Advisory team and while those plans are temporarily on
hold, she is excited for what is next.

Dr Peter Mudge
- Class of 1975
Dr Mudge, is an academic
and author who has been
writing a series of three books
on spiritual formation for the
use of teachers and their senior
students (and adaptable to
others), as well as parishioners
and tertiary students.
The series is entitled Living Spirituality, and comprises
three books - Series 1 (released 2019), Series 2 (released
August 2020), and Series 3 (due August 2021).
Each book is based on the ‘Quadrivial’ or Four Rivers
model of spiritual formation - namely, the integration of
Spiritual Traditions (the Abrahamic family of Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam), Spiritual Narratives (e.g. Gospels,
mystical writings), Spiritual Disciplines (e.g. breathing
meditation), and Spiritual Virtues (e.g. detachment, service).
These are represented as acronyms throughout the Series
as ST, SN, SD and SV. Each book also focuses on relevant
background and practical exercises for teachers, parents and
parishioners - such as reflection on key Scripture passages,
the Examen of Conscience, Journalling, praying through an
Icon, Lectio Divina, and the Jesus Prayer.
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Mr Warwick Anderson
- Class of 1979

Mr Gregory Whitby Class of 1971

Shortly after graduating from Oakhill, Warwick commenced
employment with the NSW Police, where he spent most of his
career as a Detective and then a Police Prosecutor. Warwick
commenced studying Law while working as a Police Officer
and shortly after graduation he was employed as a Solicitor.
Warwick initially worked with a firm at Fairfield and in
2001 commenced working in the Dural area. In 2006, with
his current business partner, Marissa Boemi, they started
Anderson Boemi Lawyers. Warwick is currently a Director at
the Dural based law firm. ABL provides a range of legal services
to its clients with Warwick being accredited as a specialist in
Criminal Law. Warwick is regularly invited by organisations
as a guest speaker and has performed the role of MC at large
conference gatherings both in Australia and overseas.
Warwick has had plenty of involvement with the local
community, acting as a Trustee on Lee Kernaghan’s “Pass the
Hat Around Australia” Trust – a venture that raised several
million dollars for needy Australians. He spent ten years as the
President of the Dural Rugby Club working and coaching both
club and representative rugby teams in the district. He was
subsequently awarded Life Membership of Dural Rugby Club.
Warwick has never really lost his connection with Oakhill.
His brothers, Damian (Class of 1982) and Bryson (Class of
1984) attended
Oakhill and his
son, Joshua was
College Captain
(Class of 2013)
and Lachlan
Vice-Captain
(Class of 2015).

From his experience at the College,
Greg learned the value of a good education
as well as the responsibility to use his
learning to serve the community. He was
also inspired by the commitment of his
teachers to make a difference to the lives of
young people.
Greg is the Executive Director of the
Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta and has led Catholic school
systems for 15 years. He is widely recognised as an innovative educator,
passionate about rethinking the nature of schooling in a digital age.
Greg is an education thought leader whose contribution to leading and
learning is acknowledged locally and internationally. Recently he was
recognised on The Educator’s ‘Hot List’ of influential Australian educators.
Greg has forged global partnerships with educational thinkers such as
Michael Fullan, Vivienne Robinson, Pasi Sahlberg and Lyn Sharratt.
In 2011, Greg delivered the prestigious AW Jones Oration and was
appointed to the Federal Government’s Digital Education Advisory Group.
He is the founding Chairman of CEnet (Catholic Education Network)
which links 745 schools across Australia.
Greg is a Fellow of the Australian College of Educators, the Australian
Council for Educational Leaders, the Australian Institute of Management
and Western Sydney University. He has been awarded a Papal Knighthood
in the Order of St Gregory the Great and was named the most innovative
educator in Australia by the Bulletin Magazine in its SMART 100 awards,
nominated personally by Hedley Beare. He was awarded the Sir Harold
Wyndham Medal (ACE) in 2017 and is a Member of the General Order of
Australia. Greg is also the author of Educating Gen Wi-fi.

Mr Ryan Papenhuyzen,
College Captain - Class of 2016

Peter is a current Senior Staff
Specialist at the AW Morrow
Gastroenterology and Liver Centre
at Royal Prince Alfred Hospital.
After graduating he obtained his
medical degree at the University
of NSW in 2004 and completed
specialist training in 2012 as a
Gastroenterologist and Hepatologist.
Initially Peter combined clinical medicine with an interest in medical
education as the RPA Network Director of Physician Training and ran a
highly successful training program for medical specialist registrars, before
transitioning into the role of Medical Director of Intestinal Failure, caring
for patients with short bowel syndrome and complex nutritional needs.
Peter has an ongoing passion for medical education and is heavily
engaged in training junior doctors, specialist trainees and medical students,
holding a Conjoint Clinical Lecturer role with the University of Sydney.
Additionally, he has held roles in advocacy and medical politics as part
of the Australian Medical Association (NSW), including Chair of the
Doctors-in-Training Committee and remains an AMA Council Member.
Peter has been involved in the development of a nationally recognised,
novel health and well-being pilot program for Basic Physician Trainees
called BPTOK. aimed at preventing burnout and preserving career
longevity and development.

Ryan has achieved a lot in the past ten years and is an
inspiration to all at Oakhill. Ryan was a member of our 1st
XV for three years and was spotted as ‘something special’ back
in U13s in 2011. Ryan is a dedicated, committed elite athlete
whose humble nature has allowed him to excel in life.
We congratulate Ryan Papenhuyzen who won the Clive
Churchill Medal after The Storm won the NRL grand final in
October. Interesting to note that the last two out of three Clive
Churchill Medallists have been
Oakhill College Alumni with
Luke Keary (Class of 2010) also
winning this prestigious award
in 2018.
He has done Oakhill proud
and also was selected in the
recent State of Origin Blues
squad. Unfortunately injury
ruled him out of the series but we
look forward to seeing him in a
Blues jersey in years to come.
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Dr Peter Lim
- Class of 1998

Russell Garnett - Class of 1994
Before being appointed as a Director on the Oakhill College Board in
2014, Russell competed in two Olympic Games, as part of the Australian
Handball Team. He is now also the Managing Director of a successful
building and project management business where his core beliefs of quality,
durability, efficiency, functionality and environmental sustainability all
go hand in hand and transfer to his work as a Director.
Russell recently was a guest speaker on our Panel Of Men for Year 10s
transition week and talked to the boys about his experiences, the identity
of men in today's world, peer pressure and resilience.

Olympics

Flashback

Mr Max Cowan - Class of 2016
Max recently graduated from a combined Science/Law
degree at University of Sydney. This year he was supposed
to be conducting research with University of Sydney at
Westmead, but due to COVID-19, the research institutes
redirected his funds to support the COVID-19 response.
Unfortunately, without this component of his degree, he
was no longer eligible to participate in the Cambridge
Medicine course and his application had to be rejected.
Not to be disheartened, Max chose to view this
rejection as an opportunity to do something he otherwise
would not have done. He applied to study a Master’s
at Cambridge and continue his research there. His
application to study an MPhil in genomic medicine, was
successful and he has moved to the UK. The department
he is researching with is responsible for conducting the
highly ambitious 100,00 genome project, probably one of
the most exciting developments in science/medicine since
the Human Genome Project. He will be working with
the Regius Professor of Physic and Nobel Laureates and is
reapplying to a number of medical schools.
This is an enormous achievement and Max is grateful
for the help of the many people who have empowered him
to make this possible.

John Iredale
- Class of 2017

Russell Garnett and the Australian Olympics Handball Team

As we reflect on the 2000
Olympics being 20 years ago,
we remember six Oakhill
alumni who were involved
in these prestigious Olympic
Games held in Sydney:

Julia Wilson Class of 1997
Rowing
Kate Bates Class of 2000
Olympic Torch Relay, Bike riding
Russell Garnett Class of 1994
Handball (involved in two Olympics)
Kristian Groenintwoud (Greenwood)
Class of 1992
Handball – reserve/shadow team
Stephanie Price Class of 1991
Athletics
Kieran Noonan Class of 1994
Athletics

We wish John all the
best in the upcoming
selection for the Socceroos.
John was in the senior
national squad in 2018, but
persistent injuries have long
hampered the prodigious
striker. He would have
already made his Bundesliga debut - and possibly his
Socceroos - were it not for two successive foot injuries
and COVID-19 interrupting his maiden senior call up at
the back end of last season. His latest two strikes brings
Iredale to a whopping 13 goals in his last 14 appearances
for Wolfsburg II, who play in the Regionalliga Nord or
German fourth tier. This goal tally makes him one of the
most prolific strikers for any Bundesliga reserve outfit,
suggesting the Aussie is now ready for the next step up.

Mr Andrew Scarsbrook
- Class of 2019
Congratulations to
Andrew who came 2nd in
the Norman Lethbridge
Award and Gary Roberts
Encouragement Award.
Andrew continues to give
back to our community, as
he helps out each week with
our Show Team at Oakhill.
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Oakhill Alumni in Shute Shield Grand Final
The 1st Grade Shute Shield Rugby Grand Final between Gordon and Eastwood had
an Oakhill College feel to it with four players in the starting line-ups being Alumni of
the College. Minor Premiers Gordon were captained by Jordan Goddard (Class of 2009)
and the halfback for Gordon was Jordan’s brother Harrison Goddard (Class of 2015).
Eastwood also had two Oakhill boys in the Grand Final with Matt Gonzalez (Class of
2012) up against Harrison at halfback and Lachlan Anderson (Class of 2015) playing for
the Woods at outside centre. Gordon finished the final stronger and won the game 28-8.

BIRTHS

VA L E S
We pray for those members of the
Oakhill community who have passed
away and may they rest in peace:
Vale Mrs Pam Snow. Passed away on 25th
June 2020. Oakhill College Receptionist
from 1976 to 2013. Mother of Sean (Class
of 1983) and Timothy (Class of 1986).
Grandmother of Annalise (Class of 2019).

Congratulations to our past Youth Minister Richie and his wife Mary Leilua on the
birth of their daughter Alyssa Jane Louisa born on Friday 17th July 2020.

Vale Mr Ron Madafiglio, Class of 1977.
Passed away on 1st August 2020. Brother of
Greg (Class of 1979).
Vale Mr Luke Gardoni. Class of 2017. Passed
away on 20th August 2020. Brother of Aaron
(Class of 2014)
Vale Mr Christopher Mudge (Class of 2010).
Passed away on Friday 2nd October 2020.

Peter and Janaya Morrissey (nee
Cowley) (both Class of 2002) welcomed
their first child, Bonnie Quinn, into the
world on 4th August 2020. Mum, Dad
and Bonnie have settled into life as a
family of three and are looking forward
to their first Christmas together.

Congratulations to John Ceroli (Class of
2007) and his wife Ziggi who welcomed
their first child Leonardo Ceroli on 17th
September 2020.

Vale Mrs Raelene Bates. Passed away on 4th
October 2020. Parent and P&F Committee
Member. Mother of Andrew (Class of 1997),
Jonathon (Class of 2001) and Cameron
(Class of 2006).

Contributions to The Oakhill Drive publication are welcome. Please let us know what has been happening in your life since you last
“walked down the drive”. Email your article (200-250 words) and photo to drive@oakhill.nsw.edu.au
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