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Oakhill College Nurturing Leaders

L

aozi, a famous Chinese Philosopher at the time of Confucius
once said,
“A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step”.
John F Kennedy, President of the USA speaks of journeys, steps and
challenges in his famous Rice-Moon speech given at Rice University,
Houston, Texas.
“The New Frontier is here, whether we seek it or not. Beyond
that frontier are the uncharted areas of science and space,
unsolved problems of peace and war, unconquered pockets of
ignorance and prejudice, unanswered questions of poverty and
surplus. I believe the times demand new inventions, innovation,
imagination, decisions. I am asking each of you to be pioneers on
that New Frontier. For courage, not complacency, is our need today,
leadership, not salesmanship. And the only valid test of leadership is
the ability to lead”.
We live in a world that is balkanizing. A world experiencing a
global refugee crisis and mass migrations possibly unprecedented
in recorded history.
We live in a world that predicts the eradication of poverty, yet
income disparity is the greatest it has been in the modern era.

1

We live in a world dominated by social media, unchecked, where
existential nihilism defines our social construct.
We live in a world where values of previous generations,
values we cherish and for whom we are guardians, but how this is
achieved and what this looks like in post-postmodernism, the era
of pluralism and relativism is for some confronting, and for others,
confusing.
Madeleine Albright at Scripps University earlier this year said:
“The challenge for our leaders is not to eliminate the diversity of
perspectives – for that is not possible or wise. The challenge for
leaders is to manage them.”
A Keynote by Microsoft CEO Ralph Haupter, suggests that by 2030:
• 3 out of every 10 people in our daily life today will be replaced by
a machine;
• the population will be 8.2 billion for which we will need 50%
more energy, 40% more food, 35% more water;
• the average age in China and Japan will be about 60 while the
average age in Africa will be about 30;
• there will be no work/life balance or private life as we know them
as they will merge;
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•

that the growth occupations will be data science,
nanotechnology, bio-food technology, and industrial automation
technology;
• that people will need to be flexible and adaptable.
In this milieu of unprecedented rapid change, we need to ensure
we are the drivers of evolution. Quite possibly for the first time in
human history and global ecology, human beings have the ability to
determine both the human trajectory and the ecology of the planet,
the evolution of our state of being – something we of the Christian
faith view as fundamentally the design of God. This is not to say this
trajectory denies the existence of the salvific plan of God but rather
that our free will gives us the choice to evolve to a full unity of one
with the other, and each within the salvific mystery.
This requires leadership; leadership that touches hearts,
transforms lives, and builds a better world for all.
It is my belief that one of the functions of schools therefore and
certainly a catholic and Lasallian school like Oakhill College, is to
develop leadership focused and oriented toward the betterment of
mankind. Leadership that can navigate us into this future, intact as
human beings, with values and dignity. A journey that begins with a
single step, that begins with each of us, that begins in the now, and
begins with individuals who are prepared to lead this course.
Oakhill College has many great traditions that provide for the
development and nurturing of leaders. One of these is the Team
India and Team Philippines experience; a two-week programme
each year where students and teachers side-by-side serve the
poorest of the poor in homes run by the De La Salle Brothers for
street children, orphans and children born of HIV. This year over
75 students attended these programmes and without exception
returned stronger and more confident in their own resilience and
determination in life, appreciative of their own opportunity, and
resolved to make a better word for others.
At a seminar, last year by a leading philanthropist, Ada Ho, I was
challenged and confronted in a manner that was quite unsettling. Her
very upfront, frank manner was more typical of the corporate world. I
realised we need to prepare our students with the strength of conviction
and resilience to engage that world. To have courage and passion; to
know how to act and be; to know the protocols of place and purpose.
John Wooden a renown US basketball coach says:
“Success is the peace of mind attained through self-satisfaction in

knowing you have made every effort to be and do the best you can”.
Or as the Prophet Micah says:
“This is all God asks of you; Act justly, love tenderly, and walk humbly
with your God”.
At Oakhill College we do not expect perfection but we do expect
each student to do justice to his or her own skills, abilities and
talents in all aspects of life.
The pursuit of excellence is at the core of Lasallian education
and to achieve at the highest levels is expected. For the College or
any Lasallian institution to achieve any less is limiting not just the
potential of the individuals in its care but the potential of the world
yet to be; the solutions yet to be found.
This is why I chose as our theme for this year, ‘Aim for the Stars’.
I am happy to report that as we approach the end of the
academic year it is my belief that the students at Oakhill College
have risen to the challenge. Our NAPLAN results showed significant
improvement across Year 7 and Year 9, with 40% growth in Year 9
Grammar and Punctuation. Our Allwell assessment tool conducted
across Years 7-10 likewise shows growth in all areas of literacy and
numeracy. There is still a way to go, and in particular in writing, but
the challenge has been issued and accepted. We are hopeful of
improvement in our HC results and wish all students well, setting a
target of 225 Band 6 results.
Oakhill College students continue to excel on the field and court,
in debating and public speaking. The saxophone ensemble won the
Eisteddfod and we have about fifteen Year 12 students nominated
for OnSTAGE, ENCORE, and CallBack for drama, music, and dance. In
addition, the College science students have attained Distinction and
High Distinction in the Australian Science Olympiad Examinations
run by Australian Science Innovations.
As Marcus Aurelius once said:
“Because a thing is difficult for you, do not therefore suppose it to
be beyond mortal power. On the contrary, if anything is possible
and proper for man to do, assume that it must fall within your own
capacity”.
Oakhill College: creating leaders of tomorrow, building
responsible citizens, in a safe and nurturing environment,
empowering all learners to serve and enrich our changing world.
Br Steve, FSC - Principal
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2018 Reunions
The following dates have been set for Reunions in 2018

Br Peter McIntosh with Mrs Gangemi and Ambrose Christie

Class of 1978

17th March

Class of 1988

12th May

Class of 2008

30th June

Class of 1998

15th September

Class of 1968

10th November

Mark the date in your Calendar NOW! Formal invitations to the
Reunions will be sent approximately six weeks prior to the Event.
We look forward to welcoming you ALL back to the College.

Class of 2017
Graduation

A

t the recent Year 12 Graduation, Br Peter McIntosh (Principal at
the College from 1976 to 1981) caught up with his old friend, Mrs
Yvonne Gangemi, who was in attendance for the graduation of
her grandson, Ambrose Christie. Mrs Gangemi’s relationship with the
College dates back to 1979, when her daughter, Donna (Class of 1980)
was enrolled by Br Peter. Donna was followed by Carmel (Class of
1982), Nick (Class of 1987) and Chris (Class of 1989).
Mrs Gangemi was appointed to the College Board by Br Peter
and served for several years as the Parent Representative, also
being a regular volunteer in the College Uniform Shop and active
in the Oakhill Mothers Club. This relationship with the College
continued for many years with her late husband, Dr Joe Gangemi,
caring for members of the Oakhill Brothers community until his death
in 2010. Yvonne’s daughter, Carmel Christie, has been the Assistant
Bursar at the College since 2006 and it is her son, Ambrose, Class of
2017, who is pictured here with Yvonne and Br Peter.
Mrs Gangemi is looking forward to her continued involvement with
Oakhill as Nick’s two sons, Adam and Ben are current Year 9 students.

Funerals of Compassion

Let our family look after yours

Directors: Rocco & Sofia Polistina

Local residents in the Hills area
for over 30 years.
Drop in for a coffee at our Office:
15/7 Anella Ave, Castle Hill
or call
Rocco or Sofia direct on
0414 229 414 or 9654 2702
Talk to us about

MYSTERY PHOTO
Can you identify the people in this photo?

Pre-paid funerals
Purchase of lots and niches

A prize will be awarded to the person who is the first
to correctly name them.
Send entries to Maryanne Maree, at the College
or email drive@oakhill.nsw.edu.au
The Oakhill Drive (Volume 36) Mystery Competition winner is:
Peter Watters – Class of 1988.
Photo of the Record Breaking Open Relay Team
L:R M. Seisun, P Miller, D. Leary, P McManus.
(NB: College staff are ineligible to enter this competition!)

Let our strength and experience
be your peace of mind
1300 906 060 - 24 hours
www.funeralsofcompassion.com.au
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Committed Lasallian – Murray Fisher

A

It is with great pleasure I write this article about a colleague
who lives and breathes the core Lasallian values. Murray
Fisher has been a part of the Oakhill community for the last
six years, during which time he has enhanced the Lasallian spirit
within our school.
Murray was raised in the Eastern suburbs, a product of Waverly
College, where his sporting ability saw him represent the 1st XI and
1st XV. His passion for sport saw him complete a Bachelor of Exercise
Science and a Diploma of Education at Australian Catholic University
in Strathfield before joining us in 2011.
Although involved in Catholic schools and Universities Murray
explained that his faith journey had evolved over time and especially
through his experiences at Oakhill. Murray, who is our College Youth
Ministry Coordinator, said “I am at a point where I believe that it is better
to let your actions speak as opposed to talking about the possibilities. It
is important for young people to explore their faith and Oakhill gives the
students in its care the best possible opportunity to do so.” As Youth
Ministry Coordinator, Murray has created new initiatives and there has
been great support for the College Lasallian Youth Leaders’ programme.
When questioned about the importance of being Lasallian Murray
responded passionately saying “We all have to be a brother or sister
to one another on a daily basis; living a life as the change you wish
to see in the world. Students really need to live out the sign at the
bottom of the Oakhill Drive that encourages us all to ENTER TO LEARN,
LEAVE TO SERVE.”
Murray beams with enthusiasm when he says he has been lucky
enough to travel to India since 2013 for Lasallians Without Borders.
He stated “The work of the Brothers there is outstanding; they give
their entire lives to ensure that any young person in their care is given
every possible opportunity. This is generally a life that involves extreme
poverty and the Brothers offer a chance for someone experiencing this
to better their lives through education.” Murray gave the example of one
of his ‘brothers’ Vignesh, a young boy who has no family, and who grew
up at St Joseph’s Boys Village. He lived out of a small box and slept on
the floor, yet wasn’t deterred. He studied hard at school, finished his

studies, and aspires to becoming an engineer. He has already achieved
success in several ways in his short life, however, he continues to strive
towards a larger goal.
Murray has seen great change in our Oakhill students because
of their involvement with Lasallians Without Borders and continuing
with Share the Mission beyond school. Students may not necessarily
achieve at a high academic level, but understand the importance of
showing concern for the poor and social justice. There are so many
great examples of students embracing a Lasallian life and they all
should be proud of their endeavours.
Murray concluded that Oakhill College and Lasallian students
need to remember that “they are fortunate to have the opportunity
of a great education. It is not a right but a privilege, an opportunity to
better oneself and use this status to positively impact on the lives of
those less fortunate.”
Mr Chris Goodman - Director of Mission

CASTLE HILL (02) 9894 1133
4/27 Victoria Avenue, Castle Hill, NSW 2154
(Behind the Castle Hill Tavern)

Email: castlehill@ultratune.com.au

Log Book Servicing
All Mechanical Repairs
Brake, Steering & Suspension
Rego Inspections

Blue Slip Inspections
All Auto Electrical Services
Air Conditioning Services & Repairs
Fleet Services & Maintenance

You can get your vehicle serviced PLUS we can supply and fit
your new quality tyres… you’ll never have to go anywhere else!
MENTION THIS AD TO GET A 10% DISCOUNT ON YOUR NEXT VISIT*
*Conditions Apply
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Oakhill leads the
way in PNG

T

he Lasallian Mission Council (LMC), the lead
entity in assisting the promotion of the mission
of the De La Salle Brothers and Partners in the
District of Australia, New Zealand, Pakistan and Papua
New Guinea (ANZPPNG), is pleased to announce that
Oakhill College will generously house the next container
of resources bound for Papua New Guinea (PNG) early
in 2018.
LMC has sent several containers to PNG since the
project began last year. Typically, the containers are
loaded to the brim with second-hand books, uniforms,
tables and chairs, filing cabinets, pens and paper,
computers, whiteboard markers, etc, goods which
we take for granted in a rich country like ours, but
which are expensive for our cash-strapped Lasallian
colleagues and students in PNG.
The container housed at Oakhill will be filled in
the time ahead before being shipped to PNG. LMC
is extremely grateful to Principal, Br Steve Hogan; to
Director of Mission, Mr Chris Goodman, and to Oakhill
College grounds staff, who have graciously accepted
and supported this wonderful initiative. We also invite
any and all members of the Oakhill community to get
involved in the project. Perhaps there are superfluous
items like the ones mentioned above sitting at home,
or in the garage, perhaps in your work places, which
you might be able to donate to this most worthy
cause in PNG?
Perhaps you might be in a position to assist
with contacts in the transport or freight forwarding
industries? It costs LMC about $15,000 to purchase
a used container, and transport and ship it from
Sydney to Port Moresby, so any Oakhill contacts
which may help in reducing costs will be gratefully
accepted. Maybe, someone has some spare space in

Giving to Oakhill
Leave a Legacy for Future Generations
Financial support is essential to the continued success of Oakhill
College. We encourage all members of the Oakhill College community
to support the Building Fund through annual gifts and contributions via the
Voluntary Building Fund. All gifts to the Oakhill College Building Fund are
tax-deductible.
By working together we can all make a difference here at the College in
providing the best possible facilities and resources for teaching and learning;
for both today’s students and the next generation.
You can make a tax-deductible gift to the Oakhill College Building Fund by
visiting http://www.schooleasypay.com.au/oakhill/
When making your donation please enter your Record ID as your year of
graduation or the year of your youngest child’s graduation. If you are a current
parent please use your BPAY number as your Record ID.
You will automatically be sent a receipt in acknowledgement of your
generous donation at the end of the current financial year. For more
information, please contact Mrs Elke Forrest, Bursar and Operations Manager
by phone 9634 0801 or email eforrest@oakhill.nsw.edu.au
This is an opportunity to live out our Lasallian tradition “Enter to Learn.
Leave to Serve”.
a warehouse where resources might be neatly held until ready for loading into the
container.
I can assure you that our PNG cousins are extremely grateful for the assistance
which we are privileged to be able to offer. St Luke once wrote that: “To whom much
is given, much is expected”. Here in this wonderful country of ours, we have been
given much. Thank you for considering how we might be able to share some of our
good fortune with Lasallian staff and students in PNG.
Any enquiries will be gratefully received by Mr Chris Goodman, Director of
Mission at Oakhill College who can be contacted on 9899 2288 or cgoodman@
oakhill.nsw.edu.au
Merv McCormack - LMC Executive Director

www.hillscom.com.au
Hills Commercial Rouse Hill are a team of expert commercial/industrial agents specialising
throughout Western Sydney, including Hills Shire Council, Blacktown City Council, Hawkesbury
City Council and Holroyd City Council areas.
Our specialist services include:
n Commercial, industrial and retail property sales
n Commercial, industrial and retail property leasing
n Project Marketing and Special Projects
n Commercial/industrial asset and property management.

Our property management team are specialists in reducing overheads and making your property
more profitable.
NOW SELLING – 3 MONEY CLOSE, ROUSE HILL
27 STRATA INDUSTRIAL UNITS. SIZES 100SQM TO 234SQM. PRICES START AT $295,000 excl GST.

Phone: 8884 8777
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George Legnan shoots another one away

Nick Creagh and his power drive

Paul Wintle prepares

Oakhill Alumni Golf Day 2017

T

he second inaugural Alumni Golf Day was held at Riverside Oaks
Golf Club on the 28th of April on a perfect autumn day. There
were 23 players this year, down on last year possibly due to
timing over the Easter break. Players enjoyed a game of golf and plenty
of laughs as they caught up with old school friends as well as the old
boys who came along for lunch, all promising to do it again next year.
The winners were almost as last year with the group of David
Gremmo, David Johnson, Christian Toro and Simon Gwynne taking
out the prize. The Longest Drive was won by David Johnston and

Peter Grima

I

n 2016 a very much loved and
larger than life Oakhill father,
Peter Grima, lost his battle to
Pancreatic Cancer. To honour this
amazing man, a team of eight of
his closest mates banded together
and formed the “Wish You Were
Here” team to walk the Kokoda Trail
in memory of Peter. This is a largely
symbolic journey to symbolise
the challenges faced by people
diagnosed with this horrible disease.
The aim of the trek is to increase
community awareness and raise much needed funds for research into
Pancreatic Cancer and we have set ourselves a target of $1,000,000
that will go to the Avner Pancreatic Cancer Foundation. We are very
pleased to advise that the best-selling author and Kokoda expert Peter
FitzSimons has joined our campaign as our ambassador.

Donations
You can donate through the website with ALL proceeds going to the
Avner Foundation.
http://wishyouwerehere2017.gofundraise.com.au
6
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Chris Merryfull took out Nearest the Pin. All players took home a
prize, some more than one, with the winners holding the new trophy
dedicated to Oakhill students who have passed away.
We encourage all ex-students to come along on the 4th May
next year and make this a yearly reunion. It’s a great way to catch
up and we look forward to coming back next year to see who will be
presented with the Maroon jacket.
Paul Brown

Gala Dinner

We are holding a Gala Dinner to acknowledge our supporters and
to give all stakeholders of this project a forum to interact and to
celebrate the lives of friends lost with all proceeds going to the Avner
Foundation.
Date:
Time:
Venue:
Ticket Price:
Evening Includes:

Wednesday November 8, 2017
7pm
Australian Technology Park Exhibition Hall,
Locomotive Street, Eveleigh
$2500 (Table of 10)
Three Course Meal
Complimentary Beverages
Live Entertainment
Guest Speakers
Raffles, Auctions, Prizes

For more information, you can contact;
David Bilson – 0412 965973 / dlbilso@bigpond.net.au
Scott Hunt – 0466 605604 / scott@cardfix.com.au
Glenn Buckley – 0418 117081 / glenn@buckleysconnections.com.au

Vale Anthony Strano

A

nthony Strano, a former student
of Oakhill College, died on July
26th, 2014.
Anthony was a student at Oakhill
from 1960 to 1968. He completed the
Higher School Certificate at Castle Hill
High School in 1969.
In his school days. Anthony was a
keen student. However, he was not keen
on sporting actives. He was a strong
supporter of boys who were bullied and marginalised.
Following the HSC, Anthony went to Macquarie University where
he completed a BA and Dip. Ed.
His first teaching appointment was to Scone High School.
Subsequently, Anthony saw an advertisement for teachers to teach

English in Greece. He applied for this position and was successful
in being appointed to Athens. Initially the role was for one year but
he stayed there permanently.
In addition to his regular teaching, he was a respected
international scholar. He wrote and published numerous books, which
were circulated world-wide. He also travelled extensively, lecturing on
scripture, theology and meditation. It was during a visit to Brazil, that
he had a severe heart attack after a morning class and died on July
26th, 2014.
His family still lives in Purchase Rd, Cherrybrook.
Former students from the 1960s will remember Anthony. His
face, seen in the picture here, hardly changed from 1968.
Brother Benildus FSC.
(Peter Larkin – Oakhill student 1961 – 1967).

Vale Br Michael

I

t is with great sadness that I
share the news that Br Michael
Fitzgerald passed away at
12.36am on Thursday 4th May at
Westmead Hospital. Sr Antoinette,
the Brothers Healthcare assistant
accompanied Br Michael during
the night and was with him when
he died. The Brothers of the
Castle Hill community had been
at his bedside throughout the
previous day.

Vale Robert Van
Shaick
Robert Van Shaick - Class of 1972, passed away in April of
complications arising from his battles with illness.
Rest in Peace.

Vale David Morabito

T

he Southern 80, held at Echuca and Moama each year, sees
teams of two skiers travel down the 80km course at speeds of
up to 210km/h.
Earlier this year, 50-year old David Morabito - Class of 1984, was
driving in this event when his boat flipped in a most serious accident
which took his life. Ski Racing Australia media manager Dave Lyall said
Mr Morabito was “a highly respected driver who had been involved
with ski racing for many years.” His organisation offered its deepest
condolences and sympathies to David’s family and friends.

Br Michael suffered a massive stroke in Westmead Hospital on the
Tuesday night after having been admitted to hospital earlier that day.
Br Michael is originally from country New South Wales but has
lived most of his life at Oakhill having worked at Oakhill College from
1972 to 1997, mainly in TAS in his later years. Br Michael, 62 years a
Brother, was still teaching up until his last week as a Catechist at
Samuel Marsden Public School.
We pray for Br Michael’s eternal rest, for the Fitzgerald family, and
for all those who lived and worked with him over the many years.
May Br Michael now rest in peace.
Br Steve

Vale Fr John Wilcken S.J.

P

lease keep in your prayers Fr
John Wilcken S.J. who passed
away peacefully at Mary
MacKillop Aged Care, East Hawthorn on
September 3rd, Aged 86.
Fr John was a past student of
Oakhill College from February 1938 until
December 1940 and then completed
his schooling at De La Salle, Ashfield.
Before joining the Society of Jesus in
1952, John graduated in Arts, with Honours in English at the University of
Sydney and worked in the Prime Minister’s Department, Canberra. From
1957 to 1959 he taught at St Aloysius College, Milsons Point. He was
ordained on 2nd January, 1963 in St Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne.
St John Baptist de La Salle
Pray for Us
Live Jesus in our Hearts
Forever

THE OAKHILL DRIVE – Volume 37 | November 2017 | www.oakhill.nsw.edu.au

7

College creates a plan for the mischievous man, by making Terry
Shakespeare direct the Shakespearian play, ‘Macbeth’ so that he
receives a pass mark and leaves the College. In true Terry Shakespeare
style, the production truly does turn into “a really rotten tragedy”.
Taking part in “Boys Own Macbeth” was an enjoyable experience
and it was great to showcase a performance that everyone loved
after putting in hours of hard work. The rehearsal process with the
Oakhill College Drama and Music Departments was amazing and I
certainly believe it sculpted me into a more educated and skilful actor.
There were lots of laughs, and many more good times over the six
performances in early June.
I have made memories I will never forget with friends I will never
forget, and I’m looking forward to more Oakhill productions in the future.

Boys Own Macbeth

O

akhill College’s “Boys Own Macbeth”, was the school’s Junior
Musical for 2017, and brought students from Years 7, 8 and 9
on stage for a once in a life time opportunity…creating new
friends and experiences, as well as some wonderful memories!
Written by Australian Comedian, Graeme Bond, “Boys Own Macbeth”
is about a 42-year-old man named Terry Shakespeare (James Waters)
who never managed to pass Year 11, having purposely failed to avoid
facing the outside world. However, the school Board of Dunsinane

8
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Tanner Woodhead, Year 9

2017 Debutante Ball

O

n Saturday 10th June, eighteen young women and men from
Oakhill College gathered at the Epping Club to celebrate a long
held social tradition; the Debutante Ball. In the past, Debutante
Balls were events where young women would make their formal entrance
into society. In 2017 the Debutante Ball has become so much more.
At a time when so many traditions are being lost to
contemporary thought; Oakhill College continues to offer its young
men and women the opportunity to experience, a social event which
highlights for young women and men that formality still has a place
in contemporary society. Education is about offering a full range
of experiences from which its students can choose to participate.
The Debutante Ball offers a sense of community; coming together
in celebration of our youth, at a time when the media is all to
eager to represent the negative aspects of teenagers. In 2017 the
Oakhill College Debutante Ball is about maintaining tradition, while
celebrating all the positive elements of our young men and women
in a forum filled with family and friends.
The Debutante Ball is more than just a single night of
celebration. Students spend four weeks of preparation learning
etiquette, traditional dances and the process of being presented.
This year, Oakhill’s young women were presented to the Hills Shire
Mayor, Dr Michelle Byrne in front of family and friends.

Reflections
The Debutante Ball was an evening I had always wanted to attend at
Oakhill College, and after all the preparation leading up to the night, it
was definitely worth it and I would do it again in a heartbeat. It was a
very elegant evening, with all the debutantes looking beautiful and their
partners looking very handsome. Everyone enjoyed themselves and had
a lot of fun, especially when on the dance floor and in the photo booth.
It was an enjoyable evening and was an unforgettable experience.
Lauren Martin
My partner and I had a wonderful time at the Debutante Ball. My
father enjoyed the chance to dance with me after the formal dance
and we all made use of the photo booth and props.

I enjoyed the formality of the night, as it was something none
of us had experienced before, that also allowed us to interact with
our parents and fellow debutantes; the structure, and balance of
the night was very enjoyable. Overall, I had a great time and would
definitely recommend this to the Year 11 girls!
Cassandra Chivers

2018 P & F Committee
Thank you to the following people who will
be the P & F Committee for 2018.
President and Golf Day Co-ordinator
Sal Valenzisi		
svalenzisi@gmail.com
0432 849 010
Vice-President and Art in the Hills Co-ordinator
Melissa Reeve		Melissa@reeve.net.au
0412 082 209
Secretary
Annette Schweikert
0416 053 525

abschweik@tpg.com.au

Treasurer
Debbie Gallagher
0416 182 066

Debbie@dgallagher.com.au

Gala Day Co-ordinators
Louise Banno		
louiseb0212@gmail.com
0412 044 258
Rennae Nussbaumer
0413 992 003
IT Co-ordinator
Rupert Reeve		
0412 815 333		

rennaen1@gmail.com

Rupert@reeve.net.au
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Back L to R : Michael Ryan (staff member 1967), Phillip Lee, Gary O’Brien, Paul Dugas, Peter Stanton
Front L to R : Phil Dibben, Paul Hunt, Peter Montano, John Sutton, Steve Carn, Charles Attard

Personal Reminiscences - Class of 1967

A

s an old boy of Oakhill College, there was a flood of
memories when we visited the College on Saturday, 24th
June, 2017.
My experience at Oakhill was all positive. I only remember
committed teachers, strong boundaries set for behavior, but a
tolerance for mischief. (Having a smoke at the Grotto or down at the
Piggery!).
I had a vague recollection of the Wyndham Scheme which
completely re-organised secondary education at that time.
We were the senior class for two successive years, as High
School moved from five years to six years.
In many respects, I am sure that made us closer and life-long friends.
Other notable events were the building of the Science Block and
the endless construction of the football ovals.
I was determined to embark on a science career, but Br Walter
encouraged me to additionally sit for Level 1 Economics and History.

This is an interest I still have today.
As we walked around the school, the old buildings brought
back memories, but we also appreciated (a little enviously) the new
facilities: Basketball Courts, Indoor Pool, Tennis Courts and the Library.
Of possible interest to readers, I married Julianne in the school
Chapel which was a first. Subsequently, my sons and daughter
also attended Oakhill College. Julianne was a teacher at the school
for many years and was responsible for starting the Basketball
Programme.
Some people boast that they never look back. I think we should
look back with gratitude if we can manage it, and reflect on the
opportunities that we experienced.
I am sure my values as a person were locked-in from that time.
Thank you for hosting our school reunion.
Peter Stanton - Class of 1967

Please update your Information
Communication between the College and generations of families, past and present is important
to the Oakhill College community. You can update your current details by entering this address in
your browser http://www.oakhill.nsw.edu.au/alumni-update/ and completing the form.
Contributions to the Oakhill Drive publication are more than welcome. Please let us know what has been
happening in your life since you last “walked down the Drive”. Email your article (100-150 words) and photo to
drive@oakhill.nsw.edu.au
If you wish to advertise in the Oakhill Drive please email your interest to drive@oakhill.nsw.edu.au
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Class of 1987 Reunion

O

n the afternoon of Saturday, 6th May 2017, 26 members of
Oakhill’s Class of 1987 gathered in Benildus Hall for our 30th
year reunion, a venue that is very familiar to all of us who
had attended many school assemblies, Masses, exams, school
musicals, dances, and sporting events in that hall during our years
at the school.
(Some of us who thought the reunion was being held in the
foyer of the Centenary Sports Centre were greeted by a magnificent
spread, only to be told that it was for the First XV! Some things
haven’t changed! Gary Heald, where were you?).
While some members of the group had attended the 20th year
reunion in 2007 and others have kept in touch, many of us had not
seen each other since school days. Some of the boys who attended
the reunion started at Oakhill as 10-year-olds in Year 5 in 1980, the
second last Year 5 class.
The reunion was hosted by Damian Asprey, Director of
Professional Learning (who started teaching at the College the year
after we left) and College Archivist, Heather Muirhead, who had
prepared photos, vertical visuals and other records of the 1980s.
Damian and Heather lead a tour of the College grounds, starting
at the Centenary Sports Centre. The old outdoor 33-metre pool
where our swimming carnivals took place has been concreted
over and is now a water tank. The Library certainly looked funkier
than we remembered it. It seems that it will be only a matter of
time before there will be a coffee shop with a full-time barista - to
enhance the reading experience. Some of the buildings were
very familiar, others have gone, such as the old staff room (which
also housed the photography dark room). New blocks have been
built. The realisation that the old “Smoking Tree” near the Brothers’
cemetery has gone sparked many reminiscences! The paddocks
behind the “Ag” plot where we competed in cross country runs are
now housing estates. We also toured what is now called the DE
building but which back then was not part of the school and was
known to us as the Teachers’ College. This building houses the

College Chapel, where a few of us were married.
At afternoon tea, we all had the opportunity to chat at
some length and I was struck by the many varied life and work
experiences of this group. There are artists (performance and
visual), a swimming teacher, music teacher, draughtsman/designer,
independent contractors, company managers and executives, an
arborist, defence consultant, engineers, builder of prestige homes
and one lawyer among the group in attendance. (The doctors from
our year must have been ‘on call’.) Some are still living in the area,
others have moved farther afield. We talked about our families
(some have kids who have finished university), a bit about our work
and of course, our school days. It was a terrific afternoon.
Some of those in attendance were leading members of the cast
of “Sgt Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band”, the school musical that
was performed in 1986, including Terese Dryza (Class Captain, who
travelled from Tasmania to be at the reunion), Robert Patterson,
Robert Pulie and David Collins (of that dynamic duo, The Umbilical
Brothers). The Class of 1987 was a very artistic class. Although she
wasn’t present, it was terrific to learn that Mrs Di Herron is still going
strong at the school.
Damian read out a message from Bro. Quentin O’Halloran
fsc, who was the College Principal between 1985 and 1988.
Bro. Quentin’s message was very warmly received and greatly
appreciated. The College’s new Principal, Bro. Steve Hogan came
to the afternoon tea and spoke with many of us. (He is not to be
confused with Mr Steve Hogan who was Head of PE and Sport
during our time at the school!). We wish Bro. Steve well.
To those who attended, it was great to catch up with everyone.
There were many of our former class mates who did not make it and
who were missed. We hope that there will be an even greater turn
out in 2027 for our 40th year reunion, which will mark the countdown to our retirement years!
Richard Shankland

Class of 1987
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Class of 1997 Reunion

T

he days are long, the years are short; and it certainly doesn’t
feel like two decades since high school days. The Oakhill
Class of ‘97 Reunion was a pleasant afternoon affair with a
small and friendly crew attending.
Mr Damian Asprey gave us a tour of the school, helped along
ably by Mrs Heather Muirhead. It was an opportunity for a lovely

catch-up with close friends and with some of the thoroughly decent
people that Oakhill has produced.
A few things have changed, plenty of gleaming new facilities, but it
felt very familiar, and the egalitarian Lasallian spirit appears alive and well.
Nick Norton

The Class of 1997

Reunion of Oakhill students from the 1950s

R

On a bitter and windy Saturday, August 19, 2017, a group of
about 20 Oakhill ex-students from the 1950s plus a number
of wives gathered for a reunion. The core of this group, the
1957 Leaving Class, meet annually but this reunion was different for
them: the reunion was held at Oakhill instead of their normal venue,
an RSL club. More specifically, the reunion was held in the foyer of
the De La Salle building known formerly as the Brothers Training
Institute. Elements of this building made a strong impact on these
ex-students – the photos of deceased brothers, the beautiful chapel
with its panels of St John Baptiste at different stages of his life, and
the 1930s architecture of the building where their former teachers,
the Brothers, underwent their initial training.
After a welcome from Br William Shaw, Archivist for the Order and an
ex-student of the early 1960s, and a speech from Denis Castrission,
the group enjoyed a delicious lunch and much verbal interaction.
Later, despite the inclement weather, a tour of the College grounds
was conducted. The rural background of many of these ex-boarding
students demanded a lengthy inspection of the College farm, a clear
reminder of what the College was like 60 years ago.
From their stories and in the twinkle of their eyes, it was evident that
these dignified men cherish their Oakhill education, the input from
the De La Salle Brothers and their own mutual friendships.
Ex-student attendees included: Max Arnett, Peter McGivern, Denis
Castrission, Pat Donoghue, Athol Pedan, Gerard Franklin, Tom Geczy,
Robert Golding, John Gorringe, Stephen Hunyor, James Collins, Eric
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Gathering of students and their wives from the 1950s
Maronese, Murray McMillan, Willie Quan, Skipton Ryper, Ron Saunders,
Vincent Jones, Victor Brain, Roger Ibbott, Alan Gabbatt and Paul de Stoop.
Damian Asprey - History teacher, Oakhill College

Ex-Student News

Michael Gelonesi - Class of 2003
After completing Year 12 in 2003, Michael went on to study, marketing
and accounting and has since been working in the family accounting
business while pursuing an acting career whenever possible.
A passion of his is to travel and he has been fortunate to land a
few overseas reality TV show appearances, including one in Singapore
and the latest in Romania, inside a real castle. (A reality escape show
called Dracula). He has also been a guest judge for the Australian
Super Model of the Year competition in Bali and is hoping to be invited
back for the finals this year.
Between working and acting Michael has been travelling the
world, most recently visiting the Greek islands.
Michael has just completed an appearance on “Instant Hotel”,
a new reality show which will air shortly on commercial television.
Michael said it was a great opportunity for him to indulge his passion
for travel and have some fun travelling around Australia for six weeks.
Michael is hoping this show will open the door to more television work
in the future.

Mike and Shay
Jason Burt and Adriana Abramowicz on their wedding day
Jason Burt - Year 10 - 2002
Jason Burt and Adriana Abramowicz were married on Saturday,
23rd September 2017. The wedding and reception were held at Pier
One, Walsh Bay. Classmates from Oakhill were among the guests,
including groomsman, Ben Mutton. The happy couple honeymooned
in Fiji before Jason returned to work with Avant Constructions and
Adriana returned to PLC Croydon.

Steven Marks – Class of 2005
After graduating from Oakhill College in 2005, Steven competed a
degree in Industrial Design at UTS, and spent five years as a full-time
designer. Steven quit his job as an industrial designer to follow his
love of music, travelling across America and Europe as a DJ.
His final shows in Australia for Sony Music and X-Factor Australia
helped him towards performing under the title ‘Marxman AUS’ on
rooftops in Belgium, The Greek Islands, Ibiza in Spain, Yacht Week in
Croatia, Ultra Music Festival in Split Croatia, Surf camps in Portugal,
Venice and Rome in Italy, and numerous clubs and festivals in
Germany, where he currently lives.
He has remixed well known artists like Ed Sheeran, Justin Bieber
and Maroon 5. Steven has recently become an accredited European
Tour Guide and works for Topdeck Travel in between shows.

The Marshall family
Daniella Marshall - nee De Wet (Class of 2007)
Hunter Marshall was born on the 7/10/2016 and for his first birthday,
family and friends gathered at Fagan Park for a happy celebration.
The Marshall family is hoping to enrol Hunter at Oakhill College
for his secondary education.

Steven Marks
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Ex-Student News

Rodney Frost and Nicole Kessing with the wedding party
Rodney Frost - Class of 1995 and Nicole Kessing
Rodney met Nicole, who grew up in West Pennant Hills, roughly ten
years ago in the gym at The Waterfront in Homebush Bay. They
have a seven-year-old daughter, Sienna, and live in Glenorie.
They were married in a beautiful ceremony at Maison La Plage Grove
in Noosa on 27th April this year with family and friends in attendance.
Rodney’s groomsmen, Brett Edwards, Darryn Macey and Bryce
Cavanagh are all ex-Oakhill students and have been mates since
they were aged four.
Lauren Adler - Class of 2016
2016 Oakhill College graduate
Lauren Adler was announced as
one of 15 recipients of the annual
2017 Horizon Scholarship, an
initiative of the Rural Industries
Research and Development
Corporation (RIRDC), in
partnership with industry
Lauren Adler
sponsors.
There were 150 applicants and judging focused on the
applicant’s commitment to agriculture, leadership impact and
potential, plus career aspirations.
Lauren is sponsored by the Rural Industries Research and
Development Corporation and will receive $5,000 per year to assist
with costs associated with studying an ag-related university degree,
plus access to professional development opportunities including
workshops and work placements to kick start her agricultural career.
Lauren, who is a first year Bachelor of Rural Science student at
16

THE OAKHILL DRIVE – Volume 37 | November 2017 | www.oakhill.nsw.edu.au

the University of New England in Armidale, was thrilled to receive the
scholarship and thanked RIRDC who will support her Horizon journey.
Lauren said it was an honour to receive this scholarship and she
is excited to have the opportunity to meet other students involved in
the program and learn more about the challenges and trends across
the agricultural sector.
She is looking forward to the possibility of making a positive
impact on the future of Australian agriculture.
Bryce Cavanagh - Class of 1990
The FA has further strengthened
its technical division at St George’s
Park with the appointment of Bryce
Cavanagh as head of physical
performance and nutrition.
The leadership role is a key
addition within team strategy and
performance and will see Bryce
Bryce Cavanagh
working strategically across all
England teams as well as specifically with the men’s senior team.
The 39-year-old brings with him a wealth of international specialist
knowledge and experience in physical performance across a range of
sports including rugby union, AFL and cricket.
Cavanagh, born in Sydney, joins The FA from the Melbourne Rebels
rugby union team, where he was head of performance since 2013.
Prior to that, he was head of physical performance at Munster
Rugby for two years, joining the Irish side from the Sydney Swans in
2011. Cavanagh has also enjoyed spells with the West Indies cricket
team and the New South Wales Waratahs.

Dave Reddin, The FA’s head of team strategy and performance,
said: “We are delighted that Bryce is joining us in what is a key
leadership role. He was recruited following a global search and has an
outstanding CV, both in terms of qualifications and experience across
a range of different sports in three different countries.
“Bryce will be responsible for developing a detailed philosophy for
physical performance and nutrition for our national teams to support our
strategy of giving our elite teams the best possible support for success.”
Cavanagh said: “This is a huge honour for me to be joining The
FA at what is an incredibly exciting time. The continuing investment
into elite England teams and the potential this creates makes this
opportunity one that I’m thrilled to be taking up.” By FA Staff (Internet)

Matt Rawlings
Local Sports Stars: Paralympics coach Matt Rawlings nominated for
Service to Sport
KINGS Langley’s Matt Rawlings turned adversity into success after
the former national track champion was the victim of a hit-and-run 15
years ago.
With a time of 47.7 seconds over 400m, the 33 year old was on
course to compete at the Melbourne Commonwealth Games in 2006.
But his plans - including a scholarship to the US - were dashed
when a car hit him in Sydney’s CBD in 2002.
Matt, who has been nominated for a Local Sports Star Service
to Sport award, suffered nerve damage, had to undergo surgery and
became depressed.
“I think not being able to continue on that level of sport (caused
depression). “It’s what I’ve always been good at and that’s all I knew,
to be honest …,’’ he said.
After 12 months of rehabilitation, he saw an opportunity to take
up coaching when his former mentor at Hills Athletics Club, Malcolm
Lavender, left the role at the Baulkham Hills club.
A few years after settling into the role, he was approached by the
family of Stephanie Schweitzer, who has an intellectual disability, to
coach her.
“It all snowballed from there,’’ he said.
Matt Rawlings has enjoyed success on and off the track.
It was the start of a vocation that has seen him help athletes
reach the pinnacles of their careers, including the Paralympics.
Within 12 months Schweitzer, 14 at the time, qualified for the
Australian team. She came fourth at the London Paralympics.
About 90 per cent of the 20 students Matt coaches have a
disability. His charges include Tamsin Colley, who has cerebral palsy,
and, at 13, was the youngest Australian to compete at the Paralympics
in Rio last year.
Matt, who has a six-year-old son, said, “If I can provide one per
cent of happiness to these kids, I’ve done my job.’’
Courtesy of the Blacktown Advocate

Simone and Aeron Napper on their wedding day.
Simone Napper (Isaacs) - Class of 2007
Simone Napper (Isaacs), married in April 2016 to Aeron Napper, has
pursued a career in early childhood and primary education. Holding
a Bachelor of Education in Early Childhood and Primary from the
Australian Catholic University, Strathfield she currently teaches as
Assistant Principal at Roselea Public School, Carlingford.
Her passion and experience has seen her lead professional
development for the 2017 Dural Assistant Principals’ Network as
part of the Dural Director’s selected executive team, present at
the 2016 Inspire Innovate Conference, Homebush on innovation in
education around project based learning, formative assessment and
kids’ curriculum, and be invited to guest speak and advise on the
NSW K-10 History syllabus at the 2015 NEXT Environmental and Zoo
Education Centres (EEC) Conference, Macquarie Park.
Simone continues to strengthen her knowledge and expertise by
pursuing her Lead Accreditation level and Google Certified Innovator
certificate, sharing her experiences with the educational community
along the way.
Allan Kashmer - Class of 1973
Allan Kashmer, class of 1973, has recently
retired from NSW Police and has written
the novel RED NORFOLK. The reviewer
Danielle Urban states “.Definitely, an
interesting read that will hook readers
instantly. I found myself lost within the
Allan Kashmer
pages...the novel made me sweat in fear
and wait with holding breath.” The novel concerns a decision by the
Australian Government to abolish money which prompts a rebellion.
The novel is available from AMAZON (www.amazon.com).
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Ex-Student News
Alex Chilvers - Class of 2002
Whilst at Oakhill College, Alex was a
choir member and a winner of Battle
of the Bands. His biggest challenge
was playing Javert in the 2002
musical Les Miserables.
leaving Oakhill he commenced
a Mathematics degree at Macquarie
University which ultimately turned
into a Bachelor of Information
Alex Chilvers
Technology (Honours), completed in
2006. Music was always an important part of his life, but it became
his vocation when he enrolled to study composition at the Sydney
Conservatorium of Music in 2010. After graduating with First Class
Honours and being offered an Australian Postgraduate Award
scholarship, Alex continued his studies at the Conservatorium and is
due to submit his PhD before the end of 2017. Alex has studied with
some of Australia’s leading composers, including Paul Stanhope, Anne
Boyd, and his primary mentor Michael Smetanin.
In 2015, he travelled to the Karol Szymanowski Academy of Music
in Katowice, Poland, to study with the Polish composer, Aleksander
Lasoń. His music has been performed by many leading professional
ensembles including the Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra, Adelaide’s
Soundstream Collective, and Orkiestra Muzyki Nowej (Poland) and he
is an Associate Artist of the Australian Music Centre. Since 2015, he
has been a member of the Conservatorium’s teaching staff, and has
presented his research (which currently focuses on the role of folklore
in Polish art music) at a number of international conferences.
Chelsea Davis - Class 2011
Chelsea studied the Music II course at Oakhill and was keyboard
player in the Senior Big Band.
After leaving Oakhill College in 2011, she moved to Newcastle
to study a Bachelor of Music majoring in Performance (Piano) at
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the University of Newcastle. Those three years taught her so much
about herself and who she is as a musician.
Chelsea reached levels of skill she had only ever dreamed of,
and whilst not a concert pianist by any means, Chelsea’s ability
grew rapidly. She completed the BMus in 2014, and applied for
and was accepted into the post-graduate Masters of Teaching
(Secondary) program. This was two years of the kind of study
Chelsea hadn’t undertaken since the HSC and as such, was slightly
nervous about the level of academia that was expected of her.
However, she knuckled down
and enjoyed all the coursework,
assignments and practical
experiences of this degree and
graduated this past April.
In January 2017, Chelsea was
offered a maternity leave position at
a school in Bathurst and has been
there for just over six months She
is loving every minute of it. Chelsea
Chelsea Davis
said “If it wasn’t for my teachers at
school and their persistence, patience and passion for their subject area,
I may have chosen another path.”
Veronica Sakowicz
– Class of 2004
Veronica and her husband
Matthew welcomed their first
baby, a girl, on 9th August 2017.
Maya Lucy Taylor was born
weighing a healthy 3.9kg and
measuring 52cm. Veronica
said Maya is an absolute joy
and she and her husband are
already thinking about giving
her brothers or sisters!”
Maya is pictured here with
her ‘fur brother’, Marvin.

Maya and Marvin

Join us for a family night
with your picnic basket
and blanket to enjoy an
evening of live music and
Christmas festivities!
December 1st- 5.30-7.30
All Proceeds of the
event go to Ronald
McDonald House
Face painting, sausage BBQ
and of course
a visit from Santa!

Free ticketed event
Get your tickets at
Trybooking.com

‘Christmas@Oakhill’
Join us for a family night with your picnic basket and blanket to enjoy an
evening of live music and Christmas festivities!
December 1st- 5.30-7.30
All Proceeds of the event go to Ronald McDonald House
Face painting, sausage BBQ
&
of course a visit from Santa!

Our service expertise includes:

Free ticketed event

l
l

General Electrical
Repairs
& Maintenance
Get your
tickets
at Trybooking.com
Lighting Design, ‘Christmas@Oakhill’
Install & Maintence

l

Preventative Maintenance (Test & Tagging, RCD & Emergency Exit Lighting)

l

Data, Communications & Fibreoptics

l

Generator, Power Factor Correction & Switchboards

l

24/7 Breakdown Installation & Maintenance

l

Consistently meeting client demands for the highest level of performance,
quality & reliability
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Oakhill College
Alumni Golf Day
Riverside Oaks Golf Club
4th May 2018

book now
Ambrose style tournament
18 hole – Registration 8.00am
Tee Off – 9.00am
Lunch provided

Golf (including cart)
and Lunch - $145
Lunch only - $35
Sponsorship packages
- $200

Book at: https://www.trybooking.com/STWO or
https://www.trybooking.com/329798
Enquiries: Paul Brown: 0419 994 584 email: busybrownies@hotmail.com
Nick Creagh email: nickcreagh@yahoo.com.au
David Creagh: 0419 238 421 email: dcreagh60@gmail.com
Gerard Woods email: gw.helmwoods@bigpond.com

ALL Former Students and Friends of the College are
most Welcome
20
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