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New Oakhill College Principal

I

t has been said a successful school is measured by the quality
of its graduates and Oakhill College is an extraordinary school in
this regard. Not only does it have a long tradition of academic,
sporting and cultural prowess, but it is well known for its alumni
who go on to serve and lead in the local community and in the halls
of academia and government, on the front lines of our police and
defence forces, in hospitals, schools, and care centres. At Oakhill,
it is our mission to “empower all learners to serve and enrich our
changing world”.
It is a great honour and a great responsibility to be selected by the
Board to be Principal of Oakhill College and it is my intention to do all I
can to ensure the great tradition that is Oakhill College, continues to be
foundational in the lives of young men and women as it has in the past.
Born one of five children into an Irish family from Mooncoin,
Kilkenny, and growing up on a dairy farm in Taranaki, New Zealand, it
was inevitable I would go to the Brothers, attending Francis Douglas
Memorial College, New Plymouth, as a boarder. Graduating from Form
7 with a Bursary, I attended Auckland University completing a double
major in Economics and Geography. In my first years as a Brother
I went on to complete two Masters Degrees from the Australian
Catholic University: an MA in Administration and an MA in Religious
Education; a Graduate Diploma in Teaching English as a Second
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Language (TESOL) from the University of Science and Technology
(UST), Sydney; a Graduate Diploma in Technology from the University
of Technology (UNITEC) in Auckland; and a Certificate in Leadership
from the University of Hong Kong, while teaching a full load, taking
sport, and supervising boarders as one did in those days.
As a De La Salle Brother, I have had many wonderful opportunities
working across Asia and the Pacific, including New Zealand, Australia
(Sydney and Adelaide), Papua New Guinea, Vietnam, the Philippines, and
Hong Kong. This work has included working on a United Nations project
developing village literacy initiatives in Papua New Guinea, lecturing
in biblical studies at a minor seminary, and Vice-Principalships and
Principalships in Australia, New Zealand, and Hong Kong. Whilst in Hong
Kong I had the great honour to be nominated as a member of the Court of
the University of Hong Kong, and a member of two international education
forums: Worlddidac Asia, and the Hong Kong Teaching and Learning Expo.
I have a passion in the pursuit of excellence in education and
to prepare young men and women for living in a borderless world
in which values are absolute and not sidelined as relative. A world
which will depend on every gram of leadership, at whatever level, to
ensure the next generation use their talents for the betterment of
others, not just themselves, that is, in the pursuit of a sustainable,
compassionate, and just world.
(continued over)
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The pursuit of excellence is at the core of Lasallian education
and to achieve at the highest levels is expected. For the College or
any Lasallian institution to achieve any less, is limiting not just the
potential of the individuals in its care but the potential of the world
yet to be; the solutions yet to be found.
As I begin my journey at Oakhill College, I have shared with the
teachers and students the inspiration of great leaders and orators that
influence my life and help me to aspire to greatness.
John F Kennedy that September afternoon in 1962 at Rice
University, Houston, Texas, said in what is now known as his famous
Rice Moon Speech “We stand today on the edge of a new frontier but the new
frontier of which I speak is not a set of promises – it is a set of
challenges. We do these things not because they are easy but
because they are hard, because that will serve to organize and
measure the best of our energies and skills”.
Winston Churchill in 1941, when England was in her darkest hour
with the far superior German Luftwaffe preparing their aerial attack
on London, shared in the House of Commons the poem ‘Inivictus’ by
William Henley, the same poem that Nelson Mandela passed to the
winning Captain of the 1995 Rugby World Cup just prior to that final
game.
It matters not how strait the gate,
How charged with punishments the scroll,
I am the master of my fate:
I am the captain of my soul.
Or as Marianne Williamson an inspirational writer and foundress of
many charity projects writes:
“Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate. Our deepest
fear is that we are powerful beyond measure. It is our light, not our
darkness that frightens us. We ask ourselves, who am I to be brilliant,
talented? Actually, who are you not to be? You are a child of God”.
With a diverse curriculum and broad range of extra-curricular
activities across the arts, sports and other creative pursuits, Oakhill
is committed to excellence. Anything less is to limit the potential of
creation itself.
Oakhill College is founded on the five key Lasallian principles of
a Lasallian education: (1) Faith in the Presence of God; (2) Quality
Education; (3) Inclusivity; (4) Respect for All; and (5) Concern for
Justice and the Poor. The dedicated teaching and support staff are

as ‘older brothers and sisters’ and see the students in their care
as ‘sons and daughters’, building a school where relationships are
paramount for achieving successful outcomes: “touching hearts,
transforming lives”, building better futures for all.
Oakhill College is committed to providing a nurturing and
supportive learning environment that equips its students to meet
today’s challenges. Our educational philosophy is based on the
foundation that everyone has the potential to excel if they are
provided with the right guidance, assistance, and encouragement.
Today we have at the centre of Oakhill College’s educational
intent, the Oakhill Learning Framework that is based on world best
practice, 21st Century Learning Outcomes, and expectations of
excellence in academic, cultural and sporting pursuits. Learning that
is innovative and collaborative, visible and transparent, engaging
and relevant, reflective and self-regulating, that builds on experience
from surface to deep understanding.
Creating leaders of tomorrow, building responsible citizens, in
a safe and nurturing environment, empowering all learners to serve
and enrich our changing world.
Br Steve, FSC - Principal
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Mission Action Day Giving to Oakhill

T

his year will be another amazing year of bringing
our Lasallian Core Values to life through Mission
events. The College calendar is full of service
activities and fundraising opportunities to help provide
education, respect, inclusivity to our communities here and
overseas. All this is achieved by putting our faith into action.
One of our main drivers is the annual Mission Action
Week in Term 3. This is a week of creating awareness
and funds for those in need. From busking competitions
to the St Vincent Door Knock Appeal, we have a packed
week where we come together as one to create positive
change.
Mission Action Day will be held on Wednesday
the 30th of August and will be a carnival day where
we will attempt to break as many Guinness World
Records as possible. Last year we raised over
$62,000 during this week. A major beneficiary of
our fundraising will be the Lasallian Foundation who
will ‘twin’ our College to help St Albans Academy in
Pakistan.
Anyone who can support the Lasallian Foundation is
encouraged to go to: https://www.lasallianfoundation.org/

Leave a Legacy for Future Generations
Financial support is essential to the continued success of Oakhill
College. We encourage all members of the Oakhill College community
to support the Building Fund through annual gifts and contributions via the
Voluntary Building Fund. All gifts to the Oakhill College Building Fund are
tax-deductible.
By working together we can all make a difference at the College in providing the
best possible facilities and resources for teaching and learning; for today’s students
and the next generation.
You can make a tax-deductible gift to the Oakhill College Building Fund by
visiting http://www.schooleasypay.com.au/oakhill/
When making your donation please enter your Record ID as your year of
graduation or the year of your youngest child’s graduation. If you are a current
parent please use your BPAY number as your Record ID.
You will automatically be sent a receipt in acknowledgement of your
generous donation at the end of the current financial year. For more
information, please contact Mrs Elke Forrest, Bursar and Operations Manager
by phone 9634 0801 or email eforrest@oakhill.nsw.edu.au
OR if you would like to meet Br Steve to see how your donation may be
recognised or how you may be able to help the College via Trust or endowment
instruments, please phone Br Steve on 02 9899 2288.
This is an opportunity to live out our Lasallian tradition “Enter to Learn.
Leave to Serve”.

Mr Chris Goodman - Director of Mission

MYSTERY PHOTO
Can you identify the people in this photo?
A prize will be awarded to the person who is the first
to correctly name them.
Send entries to Maryanne Maree, at the College
or email drive@oakhill.nsw.edu.au
Congratulations to Mr Geoff Witcomb, Class of 1976 who
correctly identified those in our Mystery Photo, Volume 35.
(NB: College staff are ineligible to enter this competition!)

www.hillscom.com.au
Hills Commercial Rouse Hill are a team of expert commercial/industrial agents specialising
throughout Western Sydney, including Hills Shire Council, Blacktown City Council, Hawkesbury
City Council and Holroyd City Council areas.
Our specialist services include:
n Commercial, industrial and retail property sales
n Commercial, industrial and retail property leasing
n Project Marketing and Special Projects
n Commercial/industrial asset and property management.

Our property management team are specialists in reducing overheads and making your property
more profitable.
NOW SELLING – 3 MONEY CLOSE, ROUSE HILL
27 STRATA INDUSTRIAL UNITS. SIZES 100SQM TO 234SQM. PRICES START AT $295,000 excl GST.

Phone: 8884 8777
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Young Lasallians
our community. We also visited a settlement to give young children
toys and help install water troughs at the school. Along with the
Lasallian Youth Leaders at the school, we cut the school ovals
grass with bush knives and assisted with the Ash Wednesday
Mass.
It has been a very busy but enjoyable two weeks and it has
been the kindness of the students and teachers that has really
been the highlight so far, as they have made us feel very welcome
and part of their community.

Erin Kavanagh and Talia Morris - Class of 2016
In 2016 Erin and I had a wonderful opportunity to
be part of the Hawkesbury Hills Student Leadership
Program run by Mr Dominic Perrottet MP (Deputy
NSW Premier and Treasurer). As a part of this
program, we attended numerous mentoring dinners
with leaders such as Her Excellency, Professor The
Honourable Dame Marie Bashir, Mr John Borghetti
(CEO of Virgin Australia) and Mr Ian Narev (CEO of Commonwealth Bank).
To conclude the program, we completed a service project in
Uluru in late November. We stayed at Nyangatjatjara College, a local
Indigenous school where we refurbished classrooms, assisted
students in the classroom and did general maintenance such as
painting and gardening. In addition, we did various sightseeing and
cultural activities such as walking around Uluru, visiting Kata Tjuta
and the Valley of the Winds, dinner at the Field of Lights where we
tasted local delicacies whilst overlooking sunset at Uluru and where
we enjoyed star gazing later in the evening.
Later, we had an eventful road trip to Docker River near the
Western Australian border where we spent time in two other schools
in a very remote community. This gave us all a greater appreciation
of home and the luxuries we take for granted.
Despite the extreme heat, it was an amazing week spent sleeping
under the stars in swags and visiting some of the most iconic places in
Australia. We all gained a greater appreciation for home and awareness
of the problems and inequities facing Australia’s Indigenous population.
We would like to extend our thanks to Mr Perrottet and everyone
from his office who organised and accompanied us on the trip,
all the sponsors, and Oakhill College; particularly Mr Munday who
enabled us to participate in such a great program. We urge anyone
given the opportunity to participate in this program in the future
to jump at the chance. It was an unforgettable experience where
unique memories and lifelong friends were made.
Matthew Murrie – Class of 2016
I arrived in PNG in mid-February as a part of the
Lasallian Foundation Program, Share the Mission.
Based at La Salle Technical College Hohola, my fellow
volunteers and I have been involved in a whole range
of activities.
We helped lead the 2017 PNG Leaders’ Seminar
which was for the school captains and prefects
from the Lasallian schools in Port Moresby, which included leading
sessions on the life of De La Salle and serving the disadvantaged in
4
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Scott Grills and Taylor Hogan - Class of 2009
In February, an amazing journey began for children’s
rights in India. Oakhill alumni Scott Grills and Taylor
Hogan from the Class of 2009, along with two
mates, started a 45-day, 7000km motorcycle trek
across India.
The bikers collaborated with the Indian NGO
CRY – Child Rights and You, which works for
children’s rights in India and embarked from Delhi,
upon their dream project ‘Ride for Rights – An Indian Odyssey’.
They are filming a documentary on the challenges faced by children in
India, to create mass awareness about their issues, and capture stories of
hope and change, and in the process, raise funds for their cause.
Scott Grills said it was about bringing hope to the children they
met. “We want to raise awareness but we also want to inspire other
people to step out of their comfort zone,” he said.
Congratulations to our Oakhill Graduates Scott and Taylor for continuing
to live out our Lasallian Core Value of ‘Concern for the Poor and Social Justice’.
If you want to get involved, support their campaign, or watch their
journey visit https://www.chuffed.org/project/rideforrights
Mr Chris Goodman - Director of Mission

2017 Reunions
The following dates have been set for Reunions in 2017
SATURDAY 18 MARCH - CLASS OF 1977
SATURDAY 6 MAY – CLASS OF 1987
SATURDAY 24 JUNE – CLASS OF 1967
SATURDAY 19 AUGUST – CLASSES OF 1950’S
SATURDAY 9 SEPTEMBER – CLASS OF 1997

Staff and Presenters at the Young Women at Oakhill Evening.

SATURDAY 4 NOVEMBER – CLASS OF 2007
Mark the date in your Calendar NOW! Formal invitations to the
Reunions will be sent approximately six weeks prior to the Event.
We look forward to welcoming you ALL back to the College.

Young Women at
Oakhill

W

ednesday 8th of March was International Women’s Day and
Oakhill College celebrated the day with a ‘Young Women
at Oakhill Evening.’ The evening reflected the contribution
Oakhill College makes in developing young women who seek excellence
and make lasting and significant contributions to society. The ‘Young
Women at Oakhill Evening’ highlighted the numerous opportunities
Oakhill offers young women to become independent, responsible, and
reflective citizens who make a difference.
The evening was a relaxed social gathering where parents,
and potential students mingled with staff, current College parents,
College leaders and alumni. Guests heard from current Years 11 and 12
students; along with Alumni of Distinction, Dr Nicole Brooke, clinician,
educator and leader in aged care and Ms Catherine Cox, former
Australian Netball player. Nicole and Catherine spoke highly of the
opportunities offered at Oakhill and that the College had instilled
them with the resilience to become successful women in their field
of endeavour. Mrs Chivers, a current Oakhill parent, spoke about
her positive experience regarding the advantages her daughter
has gained from attending the College. There were also numerous
displays which highlighted the array of subjects and extra-curricular
activities on offer at the College.
At Oakhill,
each young
woman leaves
with integrity and
an awareness of
their gifts, talents,
and capacity to
achieve. Oakhill
women have a
sense of respect
for themselves
Br Steve with Guest Speaker, Catherine Cox.
and others; they
cherish positive relationships and participate positively and actively
in the communities to which they belong; recognising that they are
global citizens who are called to possess a global conscience.
Mrs Deborah Gillis
Acting Assistant Principal – Pastoral Care

Funerals of Compassion

Let our family look after yours

Directors: Rocco & Sofia Polistina

Local residents in the Hills area
for over 30 years.
Drop in for a coffee at our Office:
15/7 Anella Ave, Castle Hill
or call
Rocco or Sofia direct on
0414 229 414 or 9654 2702
Talk to us about
Pre-paid funerals
Purchase of lots and niches

Let our strength and experience
be your peace of mind
1300 906 060 - 24 hours
www.funeralsofcompassion.com.au
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Old Boy Swaps Maroon and Gold for Green
and Gold

L

achlan Anderson (Class of 2015) was selected in the Oakhill
1st XV Rugby side as a Year 10 student in 2013. The Captain
that year was his brother and Australian Schoolboy Rugby
representative, Joshua Anderson (Class of 2013). Lachlan was just
happy to get on the field and have the chance to play in the 1st XV
“Golden Shoulders” with his big brother. Lachlan played another
two years in the Oakhill College 1st XV and was a standout player
throughout all three years. In 2015, Lachlan was named Captain of
the 1st XV and in addition to being Vice Captain of the College, he
made the NSW Schools Rugby side, the Australian Schools Rugby
side, and then deservingly finished Year 12 as the Sportsperson of
the Year alongside teammate, Harrison Goddard.
Lachlan had many great achievements at school and was
well respected amongst his fellow students and the staff at the
College. His humble personality was well balanced with his quiet
determination. This combination was always going to take him to
the next level. And it did. This year, Lachlan went to Darwin with
the Australian 7’s Rugby Team. As a standout in this tournament, he
was selected for the Australian team for the Sydney 7’s competition
in February. Lachlan ran on for his country at this tournament and
as an Oakhill College Australian representative in front of thousands
of fans and proud family and friends. The Aussies finished 4th in
Sydney after being beaten by the All Black 7’s in the bronze medal
play off.
From his Australian debut in Sydney, Lachlan was selected for
the Australian side to travel to Las Vegas and Vancouver, and then
to Hong Kong and Singapore. He has become an integral part of the
Australian 7’s side. In Vegas the Oakhill College youngster was the

Lachlan Anderson and Teammates, Australian Rugby 7’s.
top try scorer in the entire competition and was named in the Dream
Team for the International 7’s circuit.
Lachlan continues to train with the Australian 7’s team and soon
will, no doubt, have the dilemma of people chasing his signature
from the 15-a-side franchises as well as the 7’s. While this is all
happening, he still remains the humble boy from Oakhill. “I am lucky
enough to have had some good coaching while I was at Oakhill and
plenty of advice from my family and friends whenever I needed it”
Lachlan said. “I know there is a long way to go but I am enjoying
this first step. There are plenty of people that are helping me along
the way, especially my family.”

Tarsha Gale Cup

F

emale
participation
and popularity
in sports has
increased
dramatically in
recent times. This
year NSW Rugby
League took this
one step further
and introduced an
under-18s junior
representative
competition named
the “Tarsha Gale
Cup”. Ms Tarsha Gale
has been teaching
at Oakhill College for 28 years and has been the Academic Head of
the Personal Development Health and Physical Education (PDHPE)
Department for 23 of these years.
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Ms Gale reached the pinnacle of Rugby League in her career,
captaining Australia and NSW throughout the 1990s. Later, Ms Gale
went on to represent Australia in AFL and New South Wales in Rugby.
She has since advocated for greater participation, funding and
promotion of the women’s game – an aim which she is now seeing
come to fruition. “I was very, very flattered and honoured to have a
competition named after me,” Ms Gale said.
Oakhill College congratulates Ms Gale and is very proud to have
her as a member of the staff. The formation of the Tarsha Gale Cup
represents a significant commitment
to female participation in sport and,
fittingly, it is named after someone
who fully embodies that commitment.
Ms Gale brings her talent and
gifts as an Australian International
representative sportswoman and her
skills in leadership to her teaching
career at Oakhill College, and is an
excellent role model for the young
men and women of the College.

saw Oakhill bowl St Pius out for 90 and chased it three wickets
down. Captain of the team, Bailey Miedler, said he was very happy
with the team’s efforts and how the day went overall. There was a
great atmosphere and it was wonderful to see our players, students,
parents and friends wearing pink and supporting this extremely
important cause.
Congratulations to all who were involved. We thank you for your
donations and for making this a great community occasion.
Mr Murray Fisher - Cricket Convenor

Pink Stumps Day

O

n Saturday, 11th February, our Oakhill First XI Cricket Team
hosted the College’s annual Pink Stumps Day that serves
to raise funds for the McGrath Foundation. Spectators on
the day enjoyed watching our cricket and basketball teams play,
culminating in the match between our first XI and St Pius, which

Girls Take Out Silver

O

n Thursday, 23rd February, our senior girls’ Triathlon Team
competed at the NSW All Schools Triathlon at Penrith.
Congratulations to our dream team of Sophie BeldhamCollins, Capri Vidler and Lauren Griffin who came in second out of
77 senior girls’ school teams from across the State. For our girls to
come second overall in NSW is certainly an outstanding achievement.
Sophie led the team out with the 600m swim down the lake to Lauren,
who then rode the 15km cycle leg, handing over to Capri for the 4km
run, bringing the girls home to collect the silver medal.
L:R Sophie Beldham-Collins, Lauren Griffin, Capri Vidler.

Tamaryn McGregor and Jayden Griffin - Sports Captains

CASTLE HILL (02) 9894 1133
4/27 Victoria Avenue, Castle Hill, NSW 2154
(Behind the Castle Hill Tavern)

Email: castlehill@ultratune.com.au

Log Book Servicing
All Mechanical Repairs
Brake, Steering & Suspension
Rego Inspections

Blue Slip Inspections
All Auto Electrical Services
Air Conditioning Services & Repairs
Fleet Services & Maintenance

You can get your vehicle serviced PLUS we can supply and fit
your new quality tyres… you’ll never have to go anywhere else!
MENTION THIS AD TO GET A 10% DISCOUNT ON YOUR NEXT VISIT*
*Conditions Apply
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The Winners - Tepid Milk.

Battle of the Bands & Greatest Hits Night 2017

W

eek 6 was a busy but exciting week for Music at Oakhill
College. Thursday, 9th March, saw the running of the
18th final of Oakhill Battle of the Bands. From nine bands,
six finalists were chosen to play for the trophy and school yard
bragging rights as the champion band. Bands with names like
Margaret Thatcher and the Padlock Scheme, Daggy, Noon Shift, Ric’s
Set, Weeks on End and Tepid Milk played for the crowd. A feature
of the night was the spirited performances and something that is
unique to Oakhill, the requirement for original song content.
The audience was in full voice for their favorite bands and the
Mission Team did a roaring trade at the canteen. As the saying goes,
however, all good things must end, and bands waited with baited
breath as the judges scores were tallied. The top three bands were
finally announced as Margaret Thatcher and the Padlock Scheme,
was placed 3rd, Noon Shift, 2nd, and 2017 Champion band was
Tepid Milk (Tom Cavana, Luke Schwotzer, Elliot Marshall and Xavier
Qasabian). Tepid Milk are deserved champions and will take their
place in the pantheon of past winners. Well done to all the bands.

Benildus Hall farewelled one type of music and welcomed
“cabaret” to Oakhill on Saturday, March 11th. Greatest Hits is a
cabaret night involving the Music, Dance and Entertainment
Courses. Over 30 students perform with other students, stage
managing or operating lights and all the other jobs that are involved
in a production. This night is one of the most popular on the
performance calendar at Oakhill College with over 300 in attendance.
Curriculum wise, this night presents an opportunity to Music and
Dance students to present HSC works whilst Entertainment students
can tick off competencies towards their TAFE certificates.
An interesting phenomenon is the number of past students and
parents who return for both events. It certainly speaks to the popularity
and regard students have about these nights. It also speaks to the
quality. Congratulations to all involved especially the performers and
their teachers. Both nights are truly great collaborations
in the finest of Oakhill spirit.
Mr Anthony Timmins - Academic Head, Music

Art in The Hills 2017

A

rt in the Hills went off with a bang on Friday the 24th of March!
The red carpet was rolled out for our Opening Night Gala, the
drinks were chilled and the canapés were delicious! More than
200 people filled the CSC foyer to listen to our guest speaker, Johnny
Romeo, share his insights on art and being an artist. At 8.00pm,
Brother Steve cut the red ribbon to officially open the show and
attendees moved into the exhibition hall to see the art and enjoy the
live music provided by Oakhill students.
One of the highlights of the evening was the announcement of the
winner of the 6th annual Acquisitive Art Prize. Dana Dion, a longtime
supporter of Art in the Hills, took out the $7000 prize for her painting
titled “Cool Summertime.” Bronwyn Woodley-Graham’s triptych
“Shifting Light” was awarded second place and Graham Marchant’s
piece titled “Canopy Changing Light” was awarded third place. Thank
you to these remarkable artists and to all the artists who contributed
works to this year’s exhibition.
The weather was kind to us and approximately 600 people came
to the show on Saturday and Sunday. More than 450 art works were
on display and patrons enjoyed viewing the fantastic paintings,
sculpture and glass. The art was accompanied by ten colourful craft
stalls including; jewellery, mosaics, soy candles and handmade toys.
The Oaks Café was also hopping over the weekend, with volunteers
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kept busy serving
up tasty homecooked treats,
reviving coffees
and gourmet
sausage bbq.
On Sunday
afternoon, the
band rocked the
CSC hall and
Winner Dana Dion in front of “Cool Summertime.”
brought in the
crowds. Thank you
to Mr Timmins and all the band members for giving up their time to
come in and play for us. The live music gave the place a real “buzz”
and it was a great way to wrap up our 3-day show.
I would like to thank all those who were a part of Art in the Hills
this year – from the AITH Committee and the College staff, through to
the artists, artisans, judges, sponsors, volunteers and visitors. It’s a
big show to put together and it takes many hands but in the end the
Oakhill community came together and we all had a blast!
Melissa Reeve - Art in the Hills Co-ordinator

The Bourgeois Gentleman

R

ecently, I had the honour of being a part of Moliere’s, ‘The
Bourgeois Gentleman’, the recent Year 12 Drama production.
The play encompassed so many different performance
styles including dance, song, exaggerated comedy, and heightened
physicality; and it was great to be given the chance to explore these
aspects and develop the actor within. Not only did it benefit my ability
to perform on stage, but also the experience of being involved with
the whole project was very rewarding.
It’s always a great atmosphere when you’re doing something you love,
with the people you love. The social aspect of the show was impressive
with the cast and crew becoming a united team; there was always a
constant resonating excitement throughout the whole rehearsal process.
‘The Bourgeois Gentleman’ was fun, full of laughs and a pleasure
to share with the rest of the cast from Year 12 Drama.
Jake Woodhead, Drama Captain

HSC 2016
Cameron Pracy – Dance
In a first for Oakhill College
Cameron Pracy was nominated
for Call Back and actually
selected to perform his Major
Study Performance piece at
this prestigious event. Call Back
is the display of exemplar HSC
practical performances of the
previous year. The purpose of
the show is to display those
performances that were
considered exceptional in the
HSC examinations.
Cameron did us proud in his
Cameron outside Seymour Centre.
two performances at the Seymour
Centre on the 10th of February. Fortunately, the current Years 11 and 12
dancers were at the matinee to cheer him on. His performance was
exceptional and clearly demonstrated the amazing talent that he
has worked so hard to develop over so many years. His success is
testament to the power of hard work and dedication.
Congratulations to Cameron for the amazing way in which he
represented himself, his family and his school.
Ms Christine Miller - Dance Teacher
Abbey Haberecht - Student Award
2016 student, Abbey Haberecht, was recently named as the recipient
of the Canon Student Award.
This is a fantastic achievement for Abbey and Oakhill College.
Canon was very impressed with Abbey’s work which will remain on
display at the Art Gallery of NSW.
Abbey received the prize from Roshan Cheng, Canon’s ManagerConsumer Marketing and Mark Scott AO, Secretary of the NSW
Department of Education.

Oakhill College was presented with the Canon School Award,
which is a fantastic achievement for our school.
Mrs Marie Hogan, Academic Head of Visual Arts, collected
the award on behalf of the College from Roshan Cheng, Canon’s
Manager-Consumer Marketing and Mark Scott AO, Secretary of the
NSW Department of Education.

L-R: Roshan Cheng, Abbey Haberecht, Marie Hogan and Mark Scott.
Aidan Brown - Drama
Year 12, 2016 Drama
student, Aidan Brown,
was not only nominated
but chosen to display
his work at Onstage at
the Seymour Centre.
Aidan wrote a research
paper on ‘Gorilla
Theatre in Australia’
and gained full marks.
He was presented with
his award earlier in
the year.
Congratulations Aidan.

Aidan performing in Starlight Express.
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Vale Wendy Relton

W

endy Relton was the History Coordinator at Oakhill College
for approximately 15 years in the period from 1979 to 1993.
As a young History teacher just back from teaching in
the UK in late 1987, I found it a great experience to come under the
influence of such an intelligent leader as Wendy.
A great “character”, Wendy led a History Department full of
characters in those days. Her right-hand man was a Northern
Irishman called Jim McArdle who was forever telling great yarns
about the past. Other characters like John Hollis, Peter Butler and
Andrew Magee would continually interrupt History meetings with
witty interjections. In fact, at first glance, these meetings seemed to
me to be simply a series of interruptions. And yet Wendy knew how
to handle such characters whereby she would give them some rope
which was taken as a signal to “carry on”. Then Wendy would make
a brief sarcastic comment which simply stopped any stirrer in his
tracks. She was a unique kind of leader.
In contrast, Wendy was very professional and appropriately
serious when required to be. For instance, in marking HSC
assessment tasks she insisted on double marking whereby two
markers would give their opinion. If there was a difference of opinion,
decisions would have to be justified to Wendy who was always
diplomatic but persuasive in her “correction” of young teachers. In
addition, Wendy was quietly encouraging in her discussions with her
staff one-on-one.
Equally adept in Modern and Ancient History, Wendy was a great
raconteur. At morning tea, for instance, she would suddenly raise
an interesting question like “Do you think it fair that Caesar was
assassinated?” and she would actively listen to responses. Possibly it
was a ploy to test the intellectual strengths and interests of her staff!
Or she’d ask a hypothetical such as “What would it be like to meet
Elizabeth the First? In fact I found such discussions quite flattering
because we were in awe of her vast knowledge. And to top it all off,
just when the discussion got serious, a witty comment from Wendy
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followed by her raucous laugh would bring everyone back to earth.
The great thing was that she got all of us to talk about and reflect on
historical personalities and issues.
Wendy interacted positively with students. She loved organising
interesting excursions at the College – there was an annual Medieval
Day for Year 8s and a War and Weapons day for Year 9s. All the while
Wendy’s main objective was to get younger students to simply
experience and enjoy History. But with older students she challenged
them to think, to consider the evidence and to develop an argument
or an informed opinion. The great respect and love that many
students had for Wendy was obvious.
Among her eclectic interests was a love of Westerns which were
part of the cultural diet for her generation who enjoyed going to
the “flicks“ to see their favorite movie stars, especially in the pretelevision era of the 1930s to the 1950s. She was quite an admirer
of John Wayne and I recall discussing with her what decades
particular Westerns were set in. Her recall for detail dated (say) The
Shootist, John Wayne’s last film, in the 1900s due to the presence of
electric lights or the presence of a sidewalk. My (wrong) nomination
of the 1880s and Wendy’s (correct) nomination of the 1900s were
confirmed when a recent showing of the film revealed 1901 as its
time setting.
Other preoccupations of Wendy included her dogs, camping and
cricket. In fact, a little known aspect of Wendy’s past was that she
was an accomplished cricketer.
As the years rolled by and Wendy retired around 1993, Jim McArdle
and I succeeded her as History Coordinators at the College for the next
16 years. Quite often, in quieter moments, I would recall fond memories
of Wendy, and reflect on the fact that her wit, her wisdom and her
professionalism were profound influences on the development of many
students and teachers alike. Good-bye, o fine lady!
Damian Asprey, former Oakhill History Coordinator, 1997-2009.

Vale Allan John Miller

A

llan John Miller first attended Oakhill College in 1971, starting in
Year 5. Allan would be remembered by those who knew him as
a quiet, unassuming and good natured person. There is nothing
that he would not do to help others, a trait that never changed.
Following completion of Year 10 in 1976 Allan left school and
completed an apprenticeship in Electrical Motors. After qualifying as a
tradesman he worked for the NSW Fire Brigades until they disbanded
their workshops and outsourced the type of work Allan undertook
for them.
He went on to also become a qualified Electrician and worked
for many years with his father, himself an Electrical Engineer, before
starting his own successful business. Allan always approached life with
a cheerful resolve. If something negative happened he would always
look for an associated positive and work towards that goal.
Allan’s greatest enthusiasm was truly electric motors and specifically
their application in electric cars. To that end he built two electric cars one
of which was a Formula V Electric Racer that proved to be almost as fast
as the petrol engine version. The test driver described the feeling of quiet
while driving the car as ‘just like sailing a catamaran’. The second electric
car was a conversion he created from a petrol aspirated car, and was
fully registered for use in New South Wales.
He loved the concept of electric cars and clean air so much he was
among the first people in the country to place an order for the Holden
Volt when it was launched. But it didn’t end there; if it was battery driven
Allan wanted to know more about it – everything … anything from tools
to cars.
In more recent years Allan’s life journey took him to Thailand where
he met his wife April, a practising member of the Buddhist Community.

Allan Miller - Four generations.
They became inseparable and travelled between Thailand and Australia
enjoying their lives. He became more interested in Buddhism and
applying his mind and body to the tenets of Buddha.
In February 2016 Allan and April welcomed a son into their family,
and a few months later they decided to make a permanent move to
Thailand.
Tragically, on Friday 13th January 2017, Allan died resulting from
injuries sustained in a vehicle collision in his adopted country. He was
afforded a Buddhist funeral and cremated in Thailand.
He is sadly missed by his wife, mother, sister, daughters, son and
grandchildren as well as other members of his extended family and his
friends.

Vale Michael McTernan

T

he College farewells Michael McTernan, who passed away in
January following a short battle with cancer. Mike attended Oakhill
College as a boarder from 1962–1967 and was Vice Captain in his
final year. He distinguished himself as Drum Major of the award winning
Oakhill College Cadet Band as well as on the sporting field. Mike was the
Athletics Captain and Senior Sprint Champion, member of the First XV
Rugby Team as well as Captain of the First XI Cricket Team (’65 – ’67).
After graduating, Michael enjoyed a successful Rugby League
career, earning representative honours for Newcastle and NSW Country
teams. As an athlete he won the Open Sprint at the famous Stawell Gift

Carnival in 1979. Mike had a successful
business career and over the past
decade dedicated himself to Catholic
mission work in Papua New Guinea and
remote WA. Mike is survived by his two
children and six grandchildren.

Vale Mrs Elizabeth
Cowell

B
Oakhill Cadet Band 1966 - Michael McTernan as Drum Major.

etty found her time at
Oakhill College one of
the most enjoyable
and very fulfilling periods of
her life. She held the staff
and students in great regard
and was very sad to leave
and return to England. We often talked about our days at Oakhill
College and all the wonderful times we experienced there. I’m
sure that she is looking down on us all with a big smile.
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Committed Lasallian - Chris Goodman

I

t started as a small experiment with six senior students just seven
years ago.
But the Lasallians Without Borders immersion program at
Oakhill College has grown in that short timeframe to now involve
over 80 Year 11 students who recently undertook a life-changing
experience as volunteers in India and the Philippines.
The growing popularity of the program is in no small part due
to the remarkable ongoing leadership shown by one of its pioneers,
Oakhill College’s Director of Mission, Mr Chris Goodman.
The dedicated Religious Education and Technology and Applied
Studies (TAS) teacher has taught at the Castle Hill school for over
20 years and saw a real need for a structured immersion program
for senior students where they could step out of their comfort zones
and put the Lasallian commitment to combating disadvantage
into action.
“It all started in 2008 when I travelled with a group of other
Oakhill College teachers and with Miranda Chow and Br Paul Smith
from the Lasallian Foundation on a reconnaissance trip to India and
Sri Lanka visiting communities there to work out how we could put
this plan into practice”, Mr Goodman explained.
“We took our first group of students the following year and it has
now become very much part of the culture of the school with Year
7 students indicating from day one that they want to be part of the
program in their senior years”.
60 Year 11 students gave up their recent spring holidays to help
build new health and aged care facilities for the De La Salle Brothers
in Tamil Nadu state in southern India, while another 21 students
worked as volunteers at Lasallian schools near Bacolod City in the
Philippines.
Mr Goodman said the immersion program has helped shape the
career paths of many students at Oakhill College over recent years.
“The students will come back from working in an orphanage
for students with disabilities in India and some realise that they’re
called to a career in nursing or some area of healthcare”, he said.
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“And so the whole experience helps clarify in their minds what
they can do to continue that Lasallian tradition of community
service”.
Chris Goodman said the immersion program has had a
fundamental impact upon the lives of Oakhill College staff members,
accompanying the students as well.
“In the eight years we’ve run the program, 40 staff have been
involved and it has also given them a much clearer understanding of
the global Lasallian family and then they’ve been able to bring that
back to the classroom and pass that onto the students as well”,
he added.
Mr Goodman’s strong leadership of social justice programs at
Oakhill College also extends to the local community including an
annual Christmas hamper to help homeless families at the San
Miguel Home near Richmond, run by the Lasallian welfare agency,
Yourtown.
Oakhill College has also formed close ties with an Indigenous
primary school in the inner Sydney suburb of Redfern with Design
and Technology students recently helping to construct a new
playground for the students there.
“I’ve definitely got the best job in the world”, Chris Goodman
explains with a broad smile surrounded by artwork senior students
have compiled, based on their immersion visits to India and the
Philippines.
“And I gain so much satisfaction from seeing the students put
the Gospel values of service into action and from alumni embarking
on the Share the Mission and Volunteer La Salle programs after they
leave Oakhill College.
To see students go on to teach in remote Indigenous
communities and some of our current Year 12 students eager to
volunteer next year in Papua New Guinea and Thailand - that’s
definitely the most rewarding part of the job”.
Michael Kenny – Communication Officer – Lasallian Mission Council

Class 0f 1977 Reunion

R

ecently, on a wet Saturday afternoon, March 18, the 40th
Reunion of the Class of 1977 was held at the College.
The ex-students in attendance were a small group including
Karen Duncan, Mark Howard, Monica Kaye - Smith, Ron Madafiglio,
Judy Sandvoss (Captain 1977), Hugh Walsh (Captain 1977), Janette
Wick and John Magyar. Other personnel from the 1970s included
the 1976-1981 Principal, Br Peter McIntosh and teachers, Br Michael
Fitzgerald and Br David Zande. An interesting link with the past is
that Hugh Walsh is the son of P J “John” Walsh, the well-known
Bursar of the decades between the 1970s and the 1990s.
After a warm welcome by the College Principal, Br Steve, we
were regaled with tales of Oakhill’s past by Br Peter Macintosh.
One proud change of that era was the introduction of girls into the
College in Year 11 in 1976. The concept of coeducation was very
new in Catholic secondary schools at the time so the four women
present, Karen, Monica, Judy and Janette were part of a group of
about 25 girls who paved the way for Oakhill’s current student
structure which includes about 280 young women across Years
11 and 12, now a 40-year-old tradition at the College. Br Peter also

recalled with amusement the introduction of a “smoking room” for
senior students in the 1970s.
With a break in the clouds the group was able to do a physical
tour of the College grounds, which presented a panorama of
change for these ex-students. But elements from the past could be
identified such as the Science laboratories, the tuck shop and the
“Smoking Tree”. A new experience for most of this group was a walk
through the main building, then known to students as the Teachers’
Training College. Possibly the most important part of the tour was
the Chapel with its beautiful images of St John Baptist de La Salle at
work or at different stages of his life.
At afternoon tea set up by Br Bill Shaw and Br Steve, the group
mingled socially and viewed photos, vertical visuals and other records
of the 1970s prepared by College Archivist, Mrs Heather Muirhead.
This group of ex-students, the HSC class of 1977 were positive in
their recounts about their experiences at Oakhill College 40 or more
years ago.
Mr Damian Asprey - Director of Professional Learning

L to R: Judy Sandvoss (nee Sparke), Monica Kaye-Smith (nee Trainor), Karen Duncan (nee Bouffler), Ron Madafiglio, Mark Howard, Janette
Wick (nee Edwards), Hugh Walsh and John Magyar.

Please update your Information
Communication between the College and generations of families, past and present is important
to the Oakhill College community. You can update your current details by entering this address in
your browser http://www.oakhill.nsw.edu.au/alumni-update/ and completing the form.
Contributions to the Oakhill Drive publication are more than welcome. Please let us know what has been
happening in your life since you last “walked down the Drive”. Email your article (100-150 words) and photo to
drive@oakhill.nsw.edu.au
If you wish to advertise in the Oakhill Drive please email your interest to drive@oakhill.nsw.edu.au
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Ex-Student News

Daniel and Rebecca Ford’s wedding at the Oakhill Chapel.
Daniel and Rebecca Ford (nee Joyce) - Class of 2009
Daniel and Rebecca first met when Rebecca started at Oakhill College in
2008. They began dating in Year 11 and after eight years together, Daniel
proposed on a snow-capped mountain in Queenstown, New Zealand.
They were married in the Oakhill College Chapel on 30th
September 2016, followed by a reception with family and friends at
Curzon Hall in Marsfield. They had many of their wedding photos taken
around the school as it brought back fond memories of their time
together at Oakhill.
Daniel is now a qualified carpenter and currently working for MPA
Constructions as a Site Coordinator. Rebecca is an occupational
therapist, working with children with disabilities and learning
difficulties in a private practice in Sydney’s inner west.
Their bridal party (pictured) consisted of close friends and
classmates from Oakhill; Daniel Marcel (Class of 2009), Justin Camilleri
(Class of 2009), Christian Millgate, Eloise Nesbitt (Class of 2009),
Sarah Waide and Chelsea Rudd (Class of 2009).
Stephen Kendal - Class of 1964
Over 40 years’ experience in resolving
national and international problems
for Australia and from a Canberra
perspective. I have published four
books ‘Policy Implementation
through Leadership’, ‘Frustrations of
Management’ and ‘Leadership’ and in
2016 ‘Policy Lessons from Australia’.
I am the author of numerous
published articles especially
concerning leadership and the
Stephen Kendal.
implementation of policy in the public
or private sector. I am registered where appropriate as a lobbyist in each
State and Territory and can easily be reached if needed at +61262910764
or stephnkendal@grapevine.com.au.
16
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Ross Banno - Class of 1978 and Louise Banno - Class of 1985
We both are fortunate to be able to look back at our times at Oakhill
College with fond and positive memories. The de La Salle values which
we both were privileged to experience have been a solid platform
in our dealings with life, work and family. We have felt an obligation
to provide both our children with the same experiences, insight and
education provided by the College and are enjoying the experience of
reconnecting with Oakhill through both our children.

L-R: Ross Banno - Class of 78, Natalie Banno - current Year 11,
Philip Banno - current Year 10, Louise Banno (nee Rose) - Class of 85.

Daniel and Lisa Tamone’s wedding at Oakhill Chapel.
Daniel and Lisa Tamone (nee Bosco) – Class of 2007
Daniel and Lisa were married at the De La Salle Brothers’ Chapel
at Oakhill College on 2nd April 2016. The wedding was attended by
friends and family, many having links to Oakhill College. Celebrating
with them in their bridal party was David Abi-Arrage (2007), Domenic
Nasso (2007), Nathan Leonard (2007) and Kelli Odell (2007) along
with their other close friends Claudia Spaggiari and Natalie Vigo. The
wedding reception followed at Dockside, Darling Harbour and the
couple enjoyed a belated summer holiday in Europe.

David King - Class of 1972
I left Oakhill College in 1972,
having completed my School
Certificate (Year 10) and went
on to complete my HSC at
Castle Hill High School. After a
number of jobs in retail, in 1974 I
obtained employment at Channel
7 Studios having held various
positions from film editor to
stage assistant, floor manager
and camera operator.
On 11 October 1976 I joined
the Australian Federal Police as
a constable having worked in
many and varied roles, including
David King on Anzac Day.
a 12 month posting to the UN
Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus. I retired in 2015, having served over 28
years, most of it as a Senior Detective.
Also throughout my working life, I was a Scout Leader and Training
Commissioner (adult leader training).
My main hobby (from the age of 12 years) is performing magic.
Currently, I am an active service member of the RSL, having held
positions of Secretary and Vice President. I also enjoy overseas travel,
having visited UK and Europe in 2011 and USA in 2015-16.
Richard Thompson - Class of 2005 and Kathryn Thompson (nee
Mesiti) - Class of 2006
Richard and Kathryn met in Richard’s final year at Oakhill College
during which he was a House Captain. After Kathryn graduated in
2006 the pair became a couple, marrying in the Oakhill Chapel in
February last year. The Chapel seemed the most fitting location for
their ceremony as it marked where their time together had begun.
They were thrilled to have Richard’s brother Michael (Class of 2007)
and Kathryn’s sister Lisa (Class of 2008) as part of their bridal party.
Richard and Kathryn attended the University of Technology
Sydney and Richard currently works as a Refinery Operator while
Kathryn is an Interior Designer. They have remained living in the Hills
making their home in Dural with their active Dalmatian, Lola.

Carmel with Xavier - Year 8, Stephanie - Year 11 and Amelia - Year 12.
Carmel McConaghie (nee Emanuel) - Class of 1981
Carmel commenced Year 11 at Oakhill College in 1980. She is now
happily married to Peter and has three wonderful children, two
daughters and a son. Carmel writes, “After completing my HSC at
Oakhill, I studied for a Bachelor of Economics (Honours) majoring in
Accounting at Macquarie University. Upon completion of my degree
I spent nearly three years as an academic at the University teaching
accounting. I then went on to work in the private sector as a financial
and tax accountant, firstly, for a gold mining company and later with
a telecommunications company. After the birth of my three children
I returned to teaching and now work as a casual accounting tutor at
Macquarie University and UNSW. I have very fond memories of my
time at Oakhill College and made some lasting friendships that still
endure today. I hope my children will enjoy their time at Oakhill as
much as I did and will also make life-long friends.”

Richard and Kathryn Thompson’s wedding at Oakhill Chapel.
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Ex-Student News
In 2003 my wife died of cancer and in 2005 I married my
present wife Christina Muldoon (Lawler). We now live in Darling
Point and I am still working full time although I now have one of my
daughters (Kate) in partnership with me to help carry the load. We
share an office with one of my sons who runs a law practice and is
also the Consul General for the Republic of Ghana.
In 2013 Kate and I obtained our Master of Commerce degrees
in the University of New England, the first time both a father and
daughter graduated as such in the same ceremony.

Luca and Caitlin Pettenon’s wedding at Oakhill Chapel.
Luca Pettenon - Class of 2007
Caitlin and Luca were married on the 23rd April, 2016. Officiated by
Father John Rizzo and Bishop Vincent Long Van Nguyen, the beautiful
ceremony in the Oakhill Chapel of St John Baptist de La Salle was
followed by a lovely reception at Oatlands House in the Garden
Ballroom.
Caitlin and Luca met in 2012, and their relationship blossomed
over three years. Luca proposed to Caitlin on Jimbaran Beach whilst
holidaying in Bali.
Luca, his Best Man, Andrew Cardinale, and two other Groomsmen,
Matteo Pettenon and Matt Desanto, are Oakhill College Alumni. Since
graduating from Oakhill College, Luca is now a qualified Heavy Vehicle
Plant Mechanic, working for Caterpillar. Caitlin, who attended Muirfield
High School, is a Qualified Early Childhood Teacher working for Explore
and Develop.
It was a day full of happiness, laughter and so much love. Caitlin
and Luca sincerely thank all their family and friends for celebrating
with them.
Christopher John Betar - Class of 1963
Leaving Oakhill after
the LC in 1963, I
enrolled in Commerce
at the University of
New South Wales.
During my tenure
there and in the
middle of the Vietnam
conflict, I joined the
Christopher and Christina enjoying lunch.
RAAF through the
Sydney University Squadron where I was commissioned as a Pilot
Officer. During that time, I also saw active service in Vietnam.
In the meantime, I received my Bachelor of Commerce degree and
went to work at Peat Marwick Mitchell & Co, Chartered Accountants in
Sydney (later KPMG). In 1969 I married Gail Elizabeth Spratt and in 1972
we moved to Brisbane to live. We have four children (two boys and
two girls) and currently I have six grandchildren.
I became a partner in a Chartered Accountancy practice in
Brisbane until we moved back to Sydney in 1989, where I established
a practice in the city where I’m still located.
18
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Sean and Shannon Taylor’s wedding at Oakhill Chapel.
Sean and Shannon Taylor - Class of 2010
Sean and Shannon met in June 2007 when only 14 years old through
a group of friends and in July 2007 they began their journey as a
couple. As the years went by, their high school love blossomed and in
November of 2014 Sean swept Shannon off her feet with a trip to the
Hunter Valley, where he proposed after a helicopter tour, and lunch at a
secluded restaurant overlooking the gorgeous vineyards.
Sean and Shannon were married at Oakhill College in the Chapel
of Saint John Baptist De Salle by Father Michael O’Callaghan, on 21 May
2016 in front of their closest friends and family. Sean and Shannon
continued the celebrations into the evening surrounded by nearest and
dearest with a reception at the magnificent Le Montage, Lilyfield. They
continued their love as newlyweds on a honeymoon trip to Europe. In
2017, Mr and Mrs Taylor will celebrate their 10-year anniversary in love
and one year anniversary as husband and wife.

Now Available in the
Woolworths Chill Section
Pizza tastes better
on Julian’s
Now everyone can enjoy pizza.
Australia’s No.1 selling gluten
free pizza base is now available
in your local Woolworths chill
section.
Ideal for people with special
dietary requirements, including
gluten free and vegan. Just add
a topping of your choice for
the perfect pizza!

For further information Ph: 02 9482 9317
admin@juliansglutenfree.com.au
www.juliansglutenfree.com.au

James and Erin Murphy’s wedding at Oakhill Chapel.
James and Erin Murphy - Class of 2006
James and Erin were married at the De La Salle Brothers Chapel at
Oakhill on 9th April 2016. The wedding was attended by many friends
and family with links to Oakhill College. The wedding was followed by a
reception at Oatlands House Deck Room, Oatlands.
James proposed to Erin in July 2014 in Hyde Park, Sydney and
the couple travelled to Cancun and New York in April 2016 for their
honeymoon. After finishing school at Oakhill College, James attended
the University of Sydney to study Applied Science (Medical Radiation
Science) Diagnostic Radiology. After some time working as a
Radiographer, James now works in medical sales at Biotronik Australia.

our families to be standing there with large signs asking me to
marry him. He lined the aisle with flowers, walked up to me on the
podium in his suit, got down on one knee and I said “YES”. Being a
workshop, there were 20 other photographers there to capture the
whole thing! It was a complete surprise.
Our wedding date was set for the 19th of November 2016 and we
“tied the knot” at the Oakhill De Le Salle Chapel. (Seven members of
our bridal party attended Oakhill College - my sister Monalisa, cousin
Elika, Ricardo’s brother, Hayden, and friends, Mark Sofronov and
Akmal Chunura.) We followed this with a Baha’i ceremony on private
property in Arcadia where we also held the reception.
Our wedding reception was so much more than we could have
wished for; it was perfect. We planned the event ourselves and
our wonderful immediate families, along with international family
members who arrived a week earlier, helped us bring it all together.
When we walked into the reception from our ceremony, we
couldn’t believe exactly how magical it looked. It was somewhat of a
French or Italian country-side setting - to think it was just an empty
garage the week before piled with building pallets!
We have known each other for over eight years and feel like our
friendship hasn’t changed, which we absolutely love. Marriage is so
much fun when you marry your best friend!

Jodie and Jonathan’s wedding at Oakhill Chapel.

Yasmine and Ricardo De Salis’ wedding at Oakhill Chapel.
Yasmine Parker and Ricardo De Salis - Class of 2008
Ricardo and I were in the same Math’s class throughout Years 11 and
12 and although we never actually knew each other, I guess you
could say we knew of each other through mutual friends.
It wasn’t until the end of Year 12 in 2008 when our mutual friends
would meet at the Library to study for the HSC, that we became
friends. Over the next two years, we kept in contact, catching up a
few times a week. Even when I went overseas for three months, we
kept in contact through Skype every week. Most people thought we
were an ‘item’, but in all honesty, we were just really great friends!
In October 2011, Ricardo asked me to be his girlfriend, and on my
25th birthday in August of 2015 when I was attending a wedding
photography workshop at the Sydney Polo Club, he organised both

Jonathan McGill - Class of 1990 and Jodie Scully - Class of 1990
Jonathan McGill (1990), 1st XV Captain and
Solomon House Captain, married Jodie Scully
(1990) at Oakhill College Chapel in February
1999.
Jon has a Bachelor degree in Commerce
leading to a varied commercial sales career
for the last 13 years with Diageo (makers of
Guinness, Bundaberg, Johnnie Walker and
Smirnoff). He continued playing rugby into
1st Grade at Eastwood and racking up over
250 grade games, only hanging up his boots in 2007.
Jodie’s career saw her work as a Visual Merchandiser leading
into television Set Dressing and Design. For the past eight years,
she has run her own business, ApplecartCo, designing and making
handcrafted children’s clothes and accessories at The Rocks Markets.
Jon and Jodie have three daughters, Aisling started at Oakhill
College this year in Year 11, Eily is in Year 8 at MSB and Niamh in Year 4.
They hope Aisling loves her time at Oakhill as much as they did.
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Oakhill College Inaugural
Alumni Golf Day
Riverside Oaks Golf Club
Friday 28th April 2017

book now
Ambrose style tournament
18 hole – Registration 8.00am
Tee Off – 9.00am
Lunch provided

Golf (including cart)
and Lunch - $140
Lunch only - $30
Sponsorship packages
- $200

Book at: www.trybooking.com/237359
Enquiries: Paul Brown: 0419 994 584 email: busybrownies@hotmail.com
Nick Creagh email: nickcreagh@yahoo.com.au
David Creagh: 0419 238 421 email: dcreagh60@gmail.com
Gerard Woods email: gw.helmwoods@bigpond.com

ALL Former Students and Friends of the College are
most Welcome
20
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