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The College Begins...

I

n the first edition of the Oakhill News Br Peter Ryan, our College Principal
wrote: “Welcome to the opening term of 2015. The College Community
has much to be proud of as it looks back on the achievements of 2014
and it is with great anticipation that we look forward to the year ahead.
I hope it will be a rewarding and prosperous one for you all. Our theme
at Oakhill for 2015 is ‘In the Image of God’. This banner will be displayed
around the school as a reminder to all of our key priorities for the coming
year. The purpose of our theme is to have a tangible reminder to all of
the values we espouse at Oakhill College.”
”Our theme for 2015 ‘In the Image of God’ – finds its source in the
first Book of the Bible, the Book of Genesis, where the stories of creation
are recounted. When God has completed the work of creation God was
delighted – we read in Genesis: God saw all that God had made, and
indeed it was very good. And then God entrusted it to us to care for it, to
nurture it, even to enhance it.”
(continued page 3)
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L to R: Ryan Chelvarajah (College Captain), Sarah Cameron (College
Vice-Captain), Br Peter Ryan, Lachlan Anderson (College Vice-Captain)
Chloe Noakes (College Captain).
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2015 Reunions
The following dates have been set for Reunions in 2015:

O

n page four of this edition of the
Oakhill Drive, Andrew Millar and Chris
Goodman write of their initiative
to support the Lasallian Foundation - the
College’s first Mission Action Day (MAD). I am
confident this day will prove a great success and become part of
the annual calendar of the College. I encourage you to support the
fund-raising activities of our students in any way you can.
In particular, the event’s organisers are seeking small prizes they
can use as incentives for students. If you or your business are able
to donate items which can be used in a raffle, please contact Chris
Goodman at cgoodman@oakhill.nsw.edu.au
In the last issue of the Oakhill Drive I paid tribute to a number of
long-serving staff who had recently left the College. One of these
was Steve Hogan, who many alumni will recall. I wrote that Steve
had been at the College since January 1992. Steve actually started
in January 1979! My apologies to Steve, who is waiting on the birth
of his first grandchild in May.
I must express my
appreciation to Brother
Raymond Khan, our
Community Relations Officer,
who has put so much effort
into this edition of the
Oakhill Drive. Brother Ray is
always happy to hear from
ex-students, so please feel
free to contact him at
Broray@oakhill.nsw.edu.au
As we approach Easter,
may I wish you all a renewal
of life, love and happiness.

SATURDAY 2 MAY – CLASS OF 1975
SATURDAY 11 JULY – CLASS OF 1985
SATURDAY 15 AUGUST – THE 50’S REUNION
SATURDAY 5 SEPTEMBER – CLASS OF 1995
SATURDAY 7 NOVEMBER – CLASS OF 2005
Mark the date in your Calendar NOW! Formal invitations to the
Reunions will be sent approximately six weeks prior to the Event.
We look forward to welcoming you ALL back to the College.

we welcome your feedback
When we launched the Oakhill Drive back in October 2000
the then Principal, Br Chris Gorringe said, “My hope is that
the Oakhill Drive will serve as a means of communication and
contact between the College and the generations of families,
past and present, which are part of our College Community.”
This is still “our hope!” We would like to hear any feedback
about “OUR” publication. You can:
Phone us – (02) 9899 2288 Extn 821
Email us – drive@oakhill.nsw.edu.au
Join the Oakhill Group on LinkedIn
Or even write to us – Oakhill College, Locked Bag 9001,
Castle Hill 1765
Contributions to the Oakhill Drive are more than welcome.
Let us know what has been happening in your life since you
last “walked down the Drive”.
If you would like to advertise your business in the Oakhill
Drive contact us at: drive@oakhill.nsw.edu.au

Steve Molloy
College Bursar
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The College Welcomes...
Once again our Annual Meet and Greet Evening was a resounding
success. Over 500 parents were in attendance. Prior to the cocktail
evening our Year Seven parents had the opportunity to meet their
son’s Homeroom Teacher. This night is now part of the College
Calendar – an evening of great food, wine, music and the opportunity
to “meet the teachers”. Our very talented young men and women
provided the music and entertainment during the evening.
A special word of welcome to all those who have joined our
College for the first time.

The College Celebrates...
At our first College Assembly for 2015 we welcomed back a number of
students who achieved some outstanding results in the 2014 Higher
School Certificate. A large number of young men and women who
gained an ATAR of 90 and above were presented to Br Peter Ryan,
Principal. The “stars” of the Class of 2014 were then announced – George
Joseph (96.75), Rhianne Scicluna (97.30), Anthony Moussa (97.45), Paul
Pirie (97.70), Connor Kerr (97.75), Christopher Morris (98.20), Scott Teoh
(98.40), Bethany Hooper (99.00), Sami Jarrous (99.10). The winner of the
Darcy Crowe Award and Dux of the College for 2014 was Daniel Menezes
with an ATAR of 99.35. These young men and women are now aiming
high in their chosen pathways – Finance, Applied Science, Medical
Science, Architecture, Commerce, Law and Actuarial Studies. Br Peter
Ryan expressed great satisfaction with the overall results for 2014. Mr

A group of our new Year 7’s for 2015.
Tim Hildebrandt, Assistant Principal for Curriculum in addressing the
assembly challenged all the students to “strive for that one more mark
which could make all the difference.”
After receiving the Dux Award Daniel spoke of the need for
balance in life, setting goals, the need to be passionate and he paid
a special tribute to his parents. “Let me start by saying the most
important learning I have had since leaving school is BALANCE.
There needs to be a balance in life. For me, success is not about
making a lot of money, but doing something you love. It is when
you feel good about yourself for achieving something you have set
out to do. I want to be a success to repay my parents. My Dad used
to be an aircraft engineer when he left Dubai, but he couldn’t find
any jobs here. He and my mother both had to leave their happiness
for my success. So, apart from wanting to be able to choose what
university and career paths I wanted, I hoped to be able to show my
parents the respect for their sacrifices.”

2014 High Achievers. L- R: George Joseph, Connor Kerr, Scott Teoh, Sami Jarrous, Daniel Menezes (College Dux), Anthony Moussa, Bethany Hooper,
Christopher Morris, Paul Pirie, Br Peter Ryan.
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us with the opportunity to come together in solidarity as a school
community to support our Lasallian brothers and sisters in need, while
raising awareness and support for the Lasallian Foundation in our local
community. Together we have the capacity to transform lives.”
Mr Chris Goodman, Co-ordinator of Solidarity says: “The Lasallian
Foundation has as their Mission Statement that ‘millions of children
around the world are denied access to basic human rights. The
Lasallian Foundation works to make a sustainable difference by giving
them the opportunity to realize their full human potential and break
the poverty cycle’. Oahkill College has an enormous opportunity to
come together as one on Mission Action Day 2015 to support OUR
charity. One MAD day that can change the life of a child forever.”

T

he Oakhill College Community will join together as one on Friday
1st May to answer this question in a most extraordinary way
with our first Mission Action Day. Coinciding with Founder’s Day,
Mission Action Day will be a day of fun, games, walks, excitement
and celebration. Most importantly we are hoping it will be a day of
solidarity as we stand together as one and respond:
“We stand for those who are most in need.”
Mission Action Day was launched by our senior students on 3
March. The challenge placed before the 1800 people assembled in
the Centenary Sports Centre was to raise $60,000 – “We are generous
and we are big – we have the opportunity and capacity to transform
lives in an amazing way.”
Each and every student at Oakhill is asked to raise $30.00 in
sponsorship from local community business, neighbours, sporting
clubs and parishes. All the monies raised will be sent to the Lasallian
Foundation to support works in Pakistan, India, Papua New Guinea,
Philippines, Cambodia and Sri Lanka. Mission Action Day is part of our
Lasallian Tradition in other Colleges in our District. It’s now our turn to
let other people know FOR WHOM WE STAND!
Mr Andrew Millar, Assistant Principal for Mission, and ex-student of
the College (Class of 1984) said at the launch: “The event will provide

Team India 2014.
As Alumni of the College, you TOO can help make a difference and
support our young people in our Lasallian world. HOW?
l
By sponsoring our young people “if they come knocking on the
door”
l
Visit the Everyday Hero Website: http://www.everydayhero.com.
au/event/oakhillcollege. You can donate to your “Old House” or all
of the Houses – Benildus, Lasalle, Miguel, Mutien, Solomon and Turon.
Your business, your workplace, your colleagues may be able to
“spare” $30.00 – our target $60,000.00
l
By supporting the Lasallian Foundation –
http://www.lasallianfoundation.org
Our target is $60,000.00 and there is an absolute guarantee that
all the money raised will go directly to the Lasallian Foundation. We
thank you for supporting our first Mission Action Day. Our hope is that
next year, 2016, in the 80th Year of our proud College – 2016 - we will
be able to raise $80,000.00.

“Do not give up your dreams of a more just world.”
(Pope Francis)

“They will not stop me. I will get my education if it is
in home, school or any place.”
(Malala Yousafzai, Nobel Peace Prize Winner 2014)

Team Cambodia.
4
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MAD@OC2015 Who Do We Stand For?

L-R: Cameron Stewart, Bryce Wilde, [Matt Poblocki, who wished he went
to Oakhill], Raymond Ricciardi, Dinuke Ranasinghe and James Trainor.
James Trainor – Class of 1989 – Kokoda 2014
On 3 September 2014 six exhausted 40 something blokes hauled
their tired bodies to the top of Imita Ridge, marking the last big climb
after eight days trekking the gruelling Kokoda Track. Five of these
were classmates from Oakhill’s class of 1989 and with all the stories
being retold along the Track the sixth, Matt, felt like he had been
to Oakhill as well. What began as a dream several years before,
gradually evolved into a lengthy training regime and culminated in a
muddy, exhausting but supremely satisfying experience.
Leaving behind the comforts of home, work and nervous families
we came away with a deeper understanding of the real sacrifice

made by true heroes over 70 years ago. While we struggled with
Gore-Tex boots, thermal rated sleeping bags and enough medication
to start a small pharmacy, we could only start to grasp the hardships
endured by our Diggers as they entered into battle underprepared,
with rudimentary equipment against a battle hardened foe.
We felt privileged to be able to honour the memory of the
soldiers, including family members of those in the group, as we
walked in their footsteps. At Isurava, Brigade Hill and Bomana War
Cemetery we paused to commemorate the courage shown by
young men and the sacrifice made by family men. Just like it did 70
years ago, mateship helped carry us over the Track and rekindled
our friendship which began 30 years ago at Oakhill.
Professor Cameron Stewart, married to Nerida Stewart (nee
Spindler) also Class of 1989, is Pro Dean at Sydney Law School.
Cameron and Nerida have five children and enjoy the lifestyle of
the Central Coast. Bryce Wilde is Executive Director of the Natural
Resources Commission but would prefer to spend his time surfing
with his three sons. Raymond Ricciardi is also most comfortable on
his surfboard when he is not running his own plumbing business.
Dinuke Ranasinghe divides his time between Singapore and Sydney
as founder and CEO of Arcadier Pte Ltd. James Trainor is a Division
Director at Macquarie Bank, and has two boys Hamish and Harrison,
currently attending Oakhill.
New State of the Art Rehearsal Studio
– Angelina Masiello – Class of 1983
Fusion 9 Studios is a new state of the art rehearsal facility owned
by Angelina Masiello and her husband Tony Yalda. Located in the
heart of Sydney’s Hills District at Castle Hill, we provide purpose
built, acoustically designed, soundproofed, air-conditioned rehearsal
studios equipped with brand new and latest sound gear.
Our mission is to support The Hills, Sydney local and touring
musicians with the best quality rehearsal studios at the most
competitive rates. We aim to meet the needs of young inspiring and
established musicians.
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Matthew Corbett – Class of 1980
Matt completed degrees in Agriculture and Environmental Studies
after leaving Oakhill, and has worked as a land and environmental
officer/consultant since graduating, putting into practice his
favourite subjects at Oakhill – Geography and Biology. Matt has been
a private environmental consultant for the past 10 years, with his
main clients being the World Bank and Asian Development Bank.
Most of his work is in Asia and the Pacific, which has involved the
family living in Nepal and visiting Samoa. Matt’s two sons, Alex (Year
7) and Joshua (Year 10) both go to Oakhill.
Matt has fond memories of being part of the first agriculture class
at Oakhill in 1977, learning to ride a horse, and playing in the first year
of AFL at the school in 1980 when none of the students or teachers
had any idea of how to play the game. Since then the family has been
converted to AFL, with Matt and his sons all currently playing.

Carmel Power & Mia Power.
Carmel Power – Class of 1993
Carmel writes, “I was in the Class of 1993. With my husband and
younger daughter we moved to the Netherlands in January 2015 where
I will take a corporate marketing role with the company I work for, DSM.
Also pictured is my daughter Mia Power, Class of 2013. Mia is currently
studying B. Economics and B. Applied Finance at Macquarie University.
The photo was taken at the class of 2013 graduation ball.”

Enrico Biasucci with Laura and Andrea.
Enrico Biasucci – Class of 1982
Enrico writes: “After graduating from Oakhill College in 1982, I began an
Accounting Course. However, after one year into the course, I realised
it was not the career path I wanted to pursue. Instead, I commenced
working as a carpenter alongside my father. I then went on to study
an Associate Diploma in Building, and began my own building and
construction company. I married in 1992, and was blessed to have 2
children, Laura in Year 11 and Andrea in Year 8. I am very proud to have
both of my children attending Oakhill College.”
6
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Alex and Matt.
Christopher Hollis – Class of 1997
Since leaving school in 1997 Chris Hollis has followed his dream
of becoming a professional sailor. One of his dreams was to
circumnavigate the world and sail the largest oceans. In 2012 Chris
was selected from 200 of the world’s best sailors to compete in the
‘Clipper Round the World Race’ as a Skipper of one of 12 yachts for the
2013/14 race which commenced in July 2013 at St Katherine’s Docks,
Tower Bridge London and finished at the same spot 11 months later.
In this 9th edition of the Clipper Race, the boats were 12 new and
untested 70-foot ocean sailing yachts and Chris had a crew of 50
amateur sailors, 10 being permanent ‘round the worlders’ and a further
40 ‘leggers’ who completed one or more selected legs of the race.
Many of these amateur sailors had absolutely no sailing experience
and were aged between 18 and 70 years old. Chris’ responsibility was
to train this group of strangers to be ‘competent sailors’ and then to
compete in the ‘round the world’ race while the crew continued their
training ‘on the job’.
Highlights of this race for Chris included winning the first giant
ocean race from Brest, France to Rio de Janeiro taking 5 weeks to
complete. After 5000 nautical miles of intense ocean racing the finish
between the first and second yacht was just 19 seconds. A Clipper
Race record for close finishes.
Another highlight for Chris and his crew was sailing from Cape
Town to Albany WA. Sailing through the notorious ‘Roaring Forties’ they
were hit by two hurricanes with waves as big as houses and winds
over 120kph plus snow and sleet. During this time Chris and his crew
sailed an incredible race and broke the all time Clipper speed record for

Chris leaving Derry, Northern Ireland.
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miles sailed in a 24 hours period. They sailed 310 nautical miles over
a 24-hour period during the height of one of the hurricanes – another
Clipper record which still stands!
One of Chris’ crewmembers for the whole race was an Aboriginal
man from Redfern Sydney. It was a proud moment when their yacht,
sponsored by PSP Logistics was the first-ever International yacht to
sail into an Australian port flying the Aboriginal Flag. For the rest of the
race the Aboriginal Flag was hoisted at every port around the world
along side the Australian Flag (due to Chris being the only Australian

Skipper in the race) and the Boxing Kangaroo, given to him by his
proud Dad, John Hollis, recently retired teacher from Oakhill College.
Unfortunately during the race there were also some unforseen
problems with these new boats and Chris’ challenge for the Sydney
to Hobart race on Boxing Day 2013 (which was included as a ‘leg’ of
the Clipper Race) was marred by problems with his rudders. While
not retiring from the race, they finished 6th in their division carrying 2
tonnes of unwanted water in the bowels of the boat – it was a matter
of sailing and bailing the whole way!

Now everyone can enjoy
pizza! Australia’s No.1 selling
gluten free pizza base is ideal
for people with special dietary
requirements, including gluten
free and vegan. Just add a
topping of your choice for the
perfect pizza!

Now also available at
Costco Ringwood and
Casula stores. Thomas
Dux and David Jones
Food Hall.
• 100% Gluten Free • Egg Free
• 100% Wheat Free • No Nuts
• No Additives
• Low GI
• No Preservatives
• Dairy Free
• No GM

Call 02 9482 9317
for Foodservice/Retail distributors
throughout Australia.
admin@juliansglutenfree.com.au
www.juliansglutenfree.com.au
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he ran a fencing, demolition and excavation business. Stephen now
owns a real estate agency in Ermington.
Both of us enjoy sharing with our boys, our own memories of
Oakhill, especially stories that involve the original Oak tree, the 44’s,
the Bull Paddock and the Oakhill Pony Club.

Karen Byrnes & Ashleigh.
Karen Byrnes (nee Maguire) – Class of 1986
This year our daughter Ashleigh starts Year 11 at Oakhill, 29 years
after I started. She joins her brother Jack, in Year 10.
Since graduating in 1986, I completed my teaching degree
(Primary teaching) at CCES (now the De La Salle building) and taught
for seven years before moving overseas for three years to Singapore
and then China with my husband Phil. On returning to Australia, we
settled back into the Hills area.
I then returned to teaching briefly, before running my own successful business for six years, giving us the opportunity to continue
our love of travel. I now happily run around after our three children
and their various activities.
Next year will see our youngest child - Adam, join his sister and
brother at Oakhill.
My hope is that they each enjoy their time at Oakhill and make
life-long friendships and lasting memories, just as I did 29 years ago.
Stephen and Jacqui Breene (nee Moore) – Class of 1987
In 1957, Bob Breene began his education under the guidance of
Brother Peter Macintosh. In 1980, his son Stephen Breene entered
Oakhill College with Principal Brother Peter Macintosh. This year, Luke
Breene joins his brother Jack (Year 8) and together they become the
third generation of Breene’s to be educated by the De La Salle brothers.
Jack has enjoyed his first year at Oakhill, playing Rugby and
becoming involved in the school’s Agricultural Show Team. Luke is
looking forward to Founder’s Day and Camp. Both brothers enjoy riding
horses in the Snowy Mountains, water skiing and motorbike riding.
Jacqui writes ‘I graduated from the Australian Catholic University
in 1991 and continue to teach Geography, Commerce, Asian Studies
and Religion. My interest in Asia has led me to remote places in India,
China, Indonesia and Thailand, but my most enjoyable trip was to the
North Pole with my son Luke in 2013. I married my school sweetheart
in 1996 and never fail to point out the Oakhill Chapel to my boys,
when we pass it’.
After graduating from Hawkesbury Agricultural College, Stephen
managed cattle on properties in the outback. Returning to Sydney
8
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The Breene Family - Jack, Stephen, Luke, Bob and Jacqui.

First day at Oakhill - Nathaniel and Rodney Deitch.
Rodney Deitch – Class of 1983
I attended Oakhill College from 1976 (Year 5) to 1983 (Year 12) and
represented the school in tennis and hockey. I was a member of the
premiership-winning 1st XI Hockey team in both 1982 and 1983 (which
is my only sporting claim to fame). I have fond memories of my time at
Oakhill and was fortunate in having excellent teachers, one of whom
(Mr De Celis) I was delighted to meet prior to the start of term.
On completing my HSC, I read Classics at the University of
Newcastle, graduating with a BA (Hons) and coming away with
an enduring passion for history, Classical Greek and Latin (not to
mention some languages that are still spoken). While at university, I
developed an interest in South-East Asia and have spent much time
in that region, particularly in and around Singapore where my wife,
Jessie, comes from. For the past twenty years, I have worked in the
insurance and superannuation industry and am currently a business
analyst with the CBA.
My son, Nathaniel, has been keen to attend Oakhill for a long time
and I’m proud that he is now a member of the school community.
Furthermore, he is in my old colour house. Go Solomon!!!

Conor and Gerald.
Gerald Daly – Class of 1989
Gerald writes: “I started at Oakhill in Year 8 in 1985 after migrating
from Ireland with my family. Upon graduating in 1989 I spent some
time travelling through Europe including a trip back in Ireland. I then
completed a Bachelor of Commerce followed by a Post Graduate
Diploma in Applied Finance. My career to date has involved various
investment management roles within the finance and real estate
industries with companies such as Knight Frank and Lend Lease.
In 1999 I married Stacy, a former Mt St Benedict’s student, and
we have lived locally for many years. We have three boys, Conor (12),
Lachlan (10) and Mitchell (8). Our eldest, Conor, has just started in Year
7 at Oakhill this year. It is great to once again be involved with Oakhill
and to see so many ex-students with children continuing the tradition
at the college. I look forward to supporting Conor and his brothers
through their time at Oakhill.”
Alex Mirzaian and Alex Ugarte – Class of 2008
Alex Mirzaian and Alex Ugarte are agency specialists in the North
West regional growth centres for development site sales and
investment properties. With the evident growth occurring in our local
area these two passionate young men have found means to apply
their education to a relevant topic in today’s economy, Property
Development. Their
diversified knowledge
started in residential
real estate and grew
with tertiary education
at the University Of
Western Sydney. The
2008 Oakhill College
graduates have spent
their last five years
out of school travelling
Alex Ugarte and Alex Mirzaian.
the world and studying

to complete a Master’s Degree in Development and Investment and a
Bachelor of Business and Commerce (Property).
Today Alex and Alex work in a fortune 300 company, CBRE, one of
the world’s largest Commercial Agencies. Alex Mirzaian has been with
the company for close to three years and is at a managerial level and
Alex Ugarte has reunited with him in the last year to continue his pursuit
of passion for property. The two Alex’s are in the Capital Markets division
of CBRE and are part of a team who completed almost $500,000,000
worth of development site sales in 2014 across Western Sydney.
Alex Mirzaian has completed over $125,000,000 worth of
development transactions in the Hills Shire and Blacktown City Council
Areas alone in the last twelve months and specialises in the sale of
Greenfield Land, and residential/commercial development opportunities
in the local area. Alex Ugarte is now also involved in this local area
assisting Private and institutional clients with their land holdings in
Dural, Castle Hill, Baulkham Hills, Seven Hills, Kellyville, Rouse Hill, Box Hill,
Marsden Park, Blacktown, Riverstone and Schofields.
They continue to complement each other in a flourishing
development market and are truly a remarkable success story to come
from the Oakhill College community.

Chris and Nicholas.
Chris Diekman – Class of 1978
After studying at Sydney University, Chris worked in the Commonwealth
public service before commencing a teaching career, predominantly in
Catholic senior secondary schools. Chris went on to write and co-write
textbooks (several with his wife Catherine) and other materials for
secondary and tertiary legal studies and law. He alternated between
teaching, legal practice and writing in the 1990s before settling on a career
in environmental law. Since 2002 he has been a public sector lawyer and
is currently the Deputy General Counsel at Roads and Maritime Services.
More importantly, Chris is part of close-knit group of ’78 graduates
that have variously played basketball, bushwalked and cycled together
for over 35 years, give or take a few knee reconstructions. He hopes
his son Nicholas (starting Year 7 this year) will establish similar
enduring friendships through his time at Oakhill.
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Amanda Barnier – Class of 1986
Last year I got in touch with Br
Raymond to find contact details for
my Year 12 English teacher at Oakhill in
1986, Mr David Reilly. I learned that Mr
Reilly is now teaching at Nagle College
Blacktown. Since leaving school
over twenty-eight years ago I have
thought of Mr Reilly as the single most
influential teacher during my school
years. I am now a teacher myself and
have two children in primary school. I often reflect on the nature of great
teaching and the impact that great teachers, such as those I experienced
at Oakhill College, can have on a child or young adult’s life.
I wrote to Mr Reilly to thank him for everything he did for me in my
last year of high school. In our English classes at Oakhill he gave me
a sense of self-worth, a sense that I was bright and could succeed,
a sense that my opinions were worth hearing and sharing, as well as
critical thinking and writing skills. These gifts and the Oakhill College
environment set me on a path that has given me great joy, great
rewards, and beloved academic colleagues, friends, and students.
I am now a Professor of Cognitive Science at Macquarie University.
I left Oakhill to go to Macquarie where I graduated with an Honours
Degree in Psychology. I then went to the University of New South Wales
where I graduated with a PhD in Psychology. I completed postdoctoral
work at the University of California, Berkeley before returning to Australia.
Currently I am an Australian Research Council (ARC) Future Fellow and
Chief Investigator of Macquarie University’s ARC Centre of Excellence
in Cognition and its Disorders (www.ccd.edu.au), a Centre dedicated
to understanding and treating cognitive disorders in reading, memory,
language, perception, and belief experienced by children and adults.
I lead two large interdisciplinary teams of researchers. You can hear
or read about our work online on ABC’s All in the Mind radio program
(http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/allinthemind/ then
search for “Barnier”) or on the academic newsite The Conversation
(https://theconversation.com/au then search for “Barnier”).
I have been lucky to travel the world conducting research and
giving lectures. Most of all, I have been lucky to supervise and
mentor the next generation of young researchers and practitioners. I
have worked with hundreds of undergraduate and graduate students

where we try to focus not just on what they are learning but what
they are becoming. My teaching philosophy draws heavily from the
Lasallian traditions and values of, for instance, realising our potential,
improving our character, and working for the common good.
I hope that my students find me as inspiring and nurturing as I
found Mr Reilly and my other teachers at Oakhill in 1985 and 1986 and
I hope that my children are lucky enough to have one great teacher
like him. I also hope that both current and former students of Oakhill
take a moment to reflect on what their teachers have given to them
and take another moment to thank them.
Thank you Mr Reilly and Oakhill College!
Leon Burford – Class of 1989
After graduating from the class of 1989, Leon completed a Bachelor
of Commerce Land Economy at University of Western Sydney and
commenced work in commercial property management and sales in
the Hills District. He now is an owner of Hills Commercial Rouse Hill. He
was married to Amy in the Oakhill Chapel in 1998, and now has three
children - Loren, Jarrod and Marcus. They have lived in Kenthurst for
the past fifteen years, and Jarrod has commenced at Oakhill this year.
Jarrod is really enjoying his start to life at Oakhill so far.
Late last year Leon completed a 5,000km dirt motorcycle ride to the
Birdsville Races with a number of other past Oakhill students, whom he
still sees on a regular basis. He also still plays touch football with the
same team of mostly ex-Oakhill students which he has done for some
twenty-five years.

Leon and Jarrod.

www.hillscom.com.au
Hills Commercial Rouse Hill are a team of expert commercial and industrial agents specialising throughout Western
Sydney, including Hills Shire Council, Blacktown City Council, Hawkesbury City Council and Holroyd City Council areas.
Leon Burford and Jonathan Clowes have over 40 years of combined commercial property experience in the North
Western Sydney market and have a formidable knowledge of the local commercial marketplace.
Our specialist services include:
n

Commercial, industrial and retail property sales

n

Commercial, industrial and retail property leasing

n

Project Marketing and Special Projects

n

Commercial/industrial asset and property management.

Our property management team are specialists in reducing overheads and making your property more profitable.
Our office manage strata and freestanding commercial/industrial buildings and retail shopping centres.

Phone: 8824 8777
10
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Jacob (left) & Balgo Crew.

JACOB O’LEARY - Class of 2009

O

n the 13th January, a team of eight, including myself, gathered
from across Australia at Perth airport. We then became
acquainted with each other over a two and a half hour flight to
Broome, followed by an eleven hour drive to Balgo, located in the SouthEast Kimberley region of Western Australia. During the school holidays,
the Balgo Lasallian Summer Program encourages young volunteers to
assist the local community through both providing maintenance for the
school and entertaining the children in their time off.
Over the next 10 days we spent in the community, we were
faced with 40-degree days, energetic kids and for the first time
in a lot of our lives, we had to cook and clean. In an effort to
repay the Luurnpa Catholic School for generously providing us
with accommodation, we mowed lawns and did some school
maintenance. Most of our time was spent enjoying the company of
the locals, especially the children.
Whether we were getting schooled on the basketball court (a
10pm game was played every night without fail), listening to the rock/

Kamis and Jacob.

reggae Balgo Band, or taking our once (sometimes twice) daily trip to
the swimming holes, the kids were always providing us with plenty of
random local hot spots.
We managed to meet groups of different kids of all ages, as young
as 6 and up to 15 years old. There was one young boy in particular that
had our attention around the clock, Kamis. Along with the other kids,
Kamis helped us to become familiar with the culture; we learnt how
to cook kangaroo tail in the ‘earth oven,’ we are all proud amateurs of
the ‘Kukatja’ language and under the guidance of two elders, we went
goanna hunting.
Balgo is renowned for its art. The Wirrimanu Centre provided us with
a glimpse into the amazing minds of the local talent. Impressed with
the work, a few of us even bought some to bring on home.
In hindsight, regardless of the 2 day travel time, we are all in
agreement that it was an extremely rewarding and unforgettable
experience. In fact, approaching quickly is another opportunity to
head back in June. Hopefully, I’ll get the opportunity to go again.

MYSTERY PHOTO
Can you identify the people in this photo?
A prize will be awarded to the person who
is the first to correctly name them.
Send entries to Steve Molloy at the College
or email drive@oakhill.nsw.edu.au
The winner of the last competition
– Volume 30 – was Garth Cootes (Class of 1965).
(NB: College staff are ineligible to enter this competition!)
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Bayne Kelly
– Class of 1965

I

n 2014 I was invited back to the
College to talk to a group of Year
10 students on my recollections
of my time involved as a
conscripted soldier in the Vietnam
War. In the Year 10 History syllabus
they study the war and the social
effects of it on the society at the
time. I had made mention that it
was a common saying “that if
Medal presentation for Mr. Bayne (Gus) Kelly by Amb Bleich at CGR, May 10, 2011.
you remembered the 60s you
weren’t there”, so to be able to
We trained for a year before we went to Vietnam and a year in country.
provide some primary source material on the subject, I was happy to
I served as an Artillery Forward Observer Signaller, attached to ‘B’
be involved.
Company 3 Royal Aust. Regiment and spent most of my time ‘bush
On reflection, as I drove into the school yard, memories
bashing’.
re-emerged as it had been as it had been 56 years since I’d first
I came home to Australia at the end of 1971, and after discharge
arrived at Oakhill, a young boy of 9 with my older brother Hayden from
travelled extensively around Europe before returning to my previous
the ‘Pearl of the Pacific’, Bilgola Beach, what a difference!
position in the oil industry. I married Margaret and had three sons. In
Living on the northern peninsular in the 1950s was a very laid
1980 I started a business in Advertising and Marketing which grew
back experience. School was Avalon Public School, and really not a
into a design and printing business (both offset and screen printing)
worry in the world with the exception that maybe the surf was not as
with a factory back down on the Northern Peninsular.
it should be.
Ten years after my Vietnam service, I was notified by the
We were advised that we were going to a new school in the
Australian Government that I had received an American Military
country (Castle Hill) and it was certainly the country in 1958. From the
Award, but as Australian servicemen were not entitled to receive or
casual public school uniform to the blue suit and boater, at 9 years of
wear foreign awards it would have to be held as a keep sake only.
age it was a shock to the system.
Some of my army colleagues attached to the Australian
Where the Old Northern Road entrance was a large hay shed
Federal Police felt obliged to rectify the award situation, and in
and next to that were a number of pig sties (the Brothers led by
2011, after much bureaucratic manoeuvring, and written approval
Brother Oliver) where pigs were raised and sold on the market using
from the Prime Minister’s Department, I was awarded the U.S.
food scraps from the Training College and Boarding College. They
Army Commendation Medal for Valour by the U.S.A. Ambassador to
also operated a dairy and milked daily to supply the needs of the
Australia, Mr Geoffrey Bleisch, at a very moving ceremony attended
community.
by my family and some returned servicemen who served with me at
This farm disappeared in the late ‘50’s. However I remember on
the time in Vietnam.
occasions having to get up early and chase the cows off the oval
Those of us who were at the college in the late ‘50s and ‘60s
before the visiting sporting teams arrived.
are now at the outer suburbs of middle age, and many I dare say
Major building works commenced in the early ‘60s, many of
have retired or are close to it. I hope we will be able to meet again,
those buildings remain today. The staff in this period was exclusively
break bread and share a glass of wine or two and remember our old
Brothers and they carried out most of the duties. At the time there
College days.
were 50/50 boarders and day boys. The college’s Head Master at the
time ruthlessly ruled with an iron fist, his motto being ‘my way or the
REST IN PEACE
highway’ and the college boomed from this period on to the school
Gregory McGrath 1976-2014 (Class of 1993)
you see today.
It was quite amazing when talking to the boys of Year 10, they
make up half the school total of 1965. The total then was 450, the
College now has approximately 1700 students and a staff of 150, 50%
of which are women – how times have moved on.
Leaving school I took up a cadetship with the oil company H.C. Sleigh
Ltd. and was there when I was called up in 1968. Not all conscripted
soldiers called up were sent to Vietnam, approximately one in six.
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Noel Curran – father of Craig (Class of 1980) and life time
supporter of Art in the Hills
Christopher Nalletamby 1968 - 2015 (Class of 1985)
John William Shepherd (father of Paul Shepherd Class of
1993, Oakhill College Board Member)

John Dugas
– Oakhill Boarder 1966-67

J

ohn came to Oakhill from
Gloucester on the mid
North coast in February
1966 when Brother Damian
was Principal. On leaving Oakhill
John secured a Commonweath
Government scholarship when
John Gorton was the Minister
for Education and Science.
Completing his BA Dip Ed at
the end of 1972, John taught
at Marist Brothers in Hamilton
NSW for just over three years
before embarking on post
graduate studies in the UK. On return to Australia in late 1977 John
secured a secondment to the Newcastle College of Advanced Education
that turned into a 37 year vocation in higher education as the College
was amalgamated with the University of Newcastle in 1989.
John’s University lecturing program included work at both Bachelor
of Business and postgraduate MBA level at the domestic campuses of
the University in Newcastle, Port Macquarie, Central Coast (Ourimbah)
and Sydney, as well as the University’s international campuses or
partners. John, fluent in Hungarian, found he was very comfortable in
cross-cultural settings.
John has served on profit and not for profit boards since the
early 1970’s and was an elected Shire Councillor in his home town of
Gloucester from 2004 to 2008.
John also served as a Director of a Community based Recycling
Business in Port Stephens and on the Board of a Ramsar Convention
Wetland of International Importance, the Hunter Wetlands Centre. His
board work continues to the present day with organisations such as
Water Users Groups and Volunteer Development Centres.
John is also a Fellow of the Australian Institute of Company Directors,
facilitating Director and Board Education programmes since 1991 .
In 2001 John bought an unimproved farm property and spent
weekends and holiday breaks establishing a Vineyard and Licensed
Cellar Door that has traded as Gloucester River Wines since 2009.
“Owning and operating a winery
sounds idyllic, with visions of ambling
through autumnal tone vines arm in
arm with Robyn, my wife. However the
reality is somewhat different. It is hard
work and after operating the boutique
vineyard and cellar door for over a
decade, as a winemaker, it seems to be
mostly about washing up” says John.
“My years at Oakhill were wonderful. They set me up for life. I have
been blessed to have had the Oakhill experience. The encouragement
and role modelling of exemplary men was such a boon” said John.
“Oakhill students and teaching Brothers meet annually at the
Kirribilli Club on the first Saturday of December every year for lunch”.
That is a date I very much look forward to”, said John.
John can be contacted on 0411 112 072 or at johndugas@optusnet.
com.au
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A

Castle Hill construction company has walked away with a
prestigious Master Builders Association Award at a glittering
black-tie affair at The Star Event Centre on November 8.
Better Built Group won the Excellence in Construction Award for the
project management and construction of the Administration Building
at Oakhill College, Castle Hill. A challenging project that included tight
time constraints, the discovery of hazardous material and working
around students and teachers going about their day to day life, meant
that Better Built Group had to be one step ahead at all times.
Building works included refurbishment of all new services, internal
and external finishes, a new modern façade and the construction
and installation of a disabled lift and external ramps to meet BCA
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requirements of the Oakhill College “Liesse” administration building.
Danny Dumic, Managing Director of Better Built Group says
keeping the site safe was a priority. “Working around the activity of
an operating school on a live site was challenging. We engaged an
independent safety consultant who was invaluable for keeping the
school community and our construction team safe and on track,” he
says. “It was a collaborative effort from the beginning which helped
with the success of the project. The moment we were called in to
start preliminary design works it required creativity, consultants and
input from the Oakhill College team.”
“The new look Liesse building has had a terrific impact amongst
students, staff and the local community.”

70 Wonderful People! 2000+ Donations! 40,000
Emails! 100,000km of training! The 2014 Ride to
Conquer Cancer included 905 riders from across
NSW who all rode 212km on the 11th and 12th of
October 2014 and raised a huge $3.6 Million.

T

eam Oakhill had a goal of raising $250,000, a task that was always
going to be a real challenge but the true grit and determination
showed by our riders and crew was astonishing. We were all just
ordinary people, most of whom hadn’t even looked at a bike in years.
In the final weeks that led up to the ride we had 2 large team rides
covering over 200km that really galvanised the confidence amongst the
team that “we could do this!”
On the 11th and 12th of October, Team Oakhill put tyre to the
pavement after an emotional opening ceremony in Sydney Olympic
Park. We were all very well supported along the route by both the cheer
squads, and the wonderful amenities, food and drinks supplied by the
Ride to Conquer Cancer team. The camping experience in Windsor
was terrific and we were all spoilt with food, drink, massage and
entertainment at our half way point.

The next day we all hopped back on those saddles (which we won’t
lie, wasn’t pleasant) and started our 112km trip back to Homebush.
We did it all again and were welcomed back into Homebush like true
Olympians with cheers from a willing audience and watched ourselves
cross the finish line on the big screen as they called out our names!
Team Oakhill was the biggest team in last year’s ride and were
very well received wherever we went. We had the highest individual
fundraiser, highest crew member fundraiser and had three of the overall
top ten fundraisers in our team. We were also the largest fund raisers of
any independent team to ever be involved in the Sydney Ride!
Preparation for this year’s ride has already begun and we already
have a team of 30….. so come join us and have the experience of a
lifetime! (email David at doc81j@hotmail.com or phone 0413 313 309 for
more information)
To all those that supported us and helped us reach our goal, thank
you for your support!

CASTLE HILL (02) 9894 1133
4/27 Victoria Avenue, Castle Hill, NSW 2154
(Behind the Castle Hill Tavern)

Email: castlehill@ultratune.com.au

Log Book Servicing
All Mechanical Repairs
Brake, Steering & Suspension
Rego Inspections

Blue Slip Inspections
All Auto Electrical Services
Air Conditioning Services & Repairs
Fleet Services & Maintenance

You can get your vehicle serviced PLUS we can supply and fit
your new quality tyres… you’ll never have to go anywhere else!
MENTION THIS AD TO GET A 10% DISCOUNT ON YOUR NEXT VISIT*
*Conditions Apply
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Your local experts in RESIDENTIAL electrical repairs,
maintenance and installations.
Industry leaders in COMMERCIAL and INDUSTRIAL
electrical services.

CALL 1300 422 000 FOR 24/7 PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
We pride ourselves on consistently delivering the highest quality outcomes for
clients, utilising the latest technologies and achieving industry best practices.
GCA Electrical Australia Pty Ltd
Unit 29, 10 Gladstone Road, Castle Hill NSW 2154 Phone: 1300 422 000 Fax: 02 8853 3111
Email: sales@gcaelectrical.com.au Website: www.gcaelectrical.com.au
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