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he Cathedral of Our Lady Queen of Peace in Broome was the
setting for the ordination to the priesthood of CHRISTOPHER
KNAPMAN (Class of 2003) on 21 June 2014. Father Chris has been
appointed to the Sacred Heart Parish, Dampier Peninsula. Chris, at
the age of twenty eight, is the youngest priest in the Diocese which
has over ten thousand Catholics. We congratulate Chris on taking
this most courageous step in his life and wish him every blessing and
success in his ministry in the Diocese of Broome.
(The following article was written by Chris for the Diocesan
newspaper – the Kimberley Profile)
“When I began my formation to the priesthood in 2006, I never
imagined that I would end up being ordained for the Diocese of
Broome—not at all. For starters, I had never even been to Western
Australia; I grew up in Sydney, and so when the idea of priesthood
began to take hold in my heart, I just assumed that God desired that I
might serve his people at home.
As it happens I was not totally wrong, God did have something
in mind for me in Sydney. I became a seminarian for the Diocese of
Broken Bay and in so doing began the most momentous time of grace
and growth in my life thus far. My formation in that diocese threw me
into the world of the Church, pushed me and challenged me to find
my gifts and use them well; to locate my weaknesses too and attend
to them with courage. Those four years in Broken Bay opened my
heart to God’s people, and my vocation seemed strong, but then I still
had a sense that there was one thing I needed to do, something I had
left unfinished which had to be done first before committing further to
the priesthood. I had to go bush…
I left Broken Bay, with the intention of returning, and signed up to be
a lay volunteer in the Kimberley for a year. I was sent by the Bishop to
Kalumburu as a youth worker and pastoral associate in 2010. I had barely
left the city before, and so essentially had no clue whatsoever of what
to expect, but I prepared myself for anything. What I wasn’t prepared for
though was how quickly I would love the place, and how much, despite
sickness and a little culture-shock, I suited this kind of life. If I was going
to be a priest, I decided, It would be here, for the people of the Kimberley
who I had grown to love more than anything else.
After two and a half years in Kalumburu I left to conclude my
formal studies for the priesthood at St Charles’ Seminary in Perth.
This time I had the opposite dilemma. I had just lived in a very remote
community and that lifestyle and ministry had become a part of me,
and now I was being asked to return to the city, go back to university,
and live in a large seminary. I didn’t really want to. But yet again God
was in the midst of these changes, and my time at St Charles’ was to
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offer me many gifts as well. In fact there were still many opportunities
during that time to return to the Kimberley, and I spent many happy
weeks and months in Broome, Beagle Bay, Derby and Kalumburu. I
was ordained a deacon for the diocese in November last year.
I look back on my formation with gratitude. It was a time of joy
and struggle, but undoubtedly grace-filled. But amongst everything,
I am most grateful for the action of God in my life which compelled a
spur of the moment decision to leave everything behind and make for
the Kimberley. It changed my life. Now I look to my future as a priest in
this wonderful place with great joy and hope.”
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Alumni of Distinction Nominations 2014

S

ince we started the Oakhill Drive magazine
in 2000 we have produced two issues
each year. This year, thanks to the
sterling efforts of Brother Raymond Khan (our
Community Relations Officer) we will have three
issues to keep you in touch with the College community. Of course the
magazine is only as good as its content - so keep your stories coming in!
Brother Raymond can be contacted at drive@oakhill.nsw.edu.au
The last few months have seen a couple of renovation projects
completed. The Liesse building has been given a major overhaul. Most of
the College’s administrative staff are now located in this building, along
with a much improved reception and student services area. The sick bay
area has been expanded and is now the domain of our full-time nurse,
Mrs Pauline Hunt. The Wagan building (which in a former lifetime was the
Brothers’ residence) now houses our Student Support Services - Special
Education, Careers and Counselling. Each of these services is now more
accessible to our students.
I have just finished reading an inspirational article written by Rhys Jack
(Class of 2007) about a month of volunteer work he undertook in North
Western Sri Lanka. It reminded me of how many of our alumni give back to
the community in so many ways. One of these is David O’Connor (Class of
1999) who has formed “Team Oakhill” to participate in the Ride to Conquer
Cancer in October this year. “Team Oakhill” now has 75 riders and $80,000
has been raised. You can be part of this great event: visit the Facebook
page: www.facebook.com/TeamOakhill or call David on 0413 313 309.
Another event you can participate in is the Annual P&F Golf Day to be
held at Riverside Oaks on 15 August. This has proven to be an enjoyable
event for golfers and non-golfers alike. For further details contact David
Reckless at recklessgolf@optusnet.com.au
For this issue I thought I would share a photo of one of my many
experiences during a recent trip to Europe - you can probably tell that I
enjoyed myself!

Steve Molloy

Nominations are now open for the 2014 Alumni of Distinction
Awards. A nomination form can be obtained by emailing a
request to drive@oakhill.nsw.edu.au or by download from
the Alumni section of the College’s website at www.oakhill
college.com.au
The purpose of the awards is not simply to list the
“rich and famous” but rather to acknowledge the many
past students who have made a significant contribution
to the community. Such contributions may have been
made through the nominee’s professional life or through
community based activities. No matter what area of life –
the Arts, Religion, Education, Sport, Health etc – we wish to
record the appreciation of the College community of those
contributions and encourage you to participate in in the
process by nominating a fellow ex-student.

we welcome your feedback
Our next edition of the Drive will be VOLUME NUMBER 30.
When we launched the Oakhill Drive back in October 2000
the then Principal, Br Chris Gorringe said, “My hope is that
the Oakhill Drive will serve as a means of communication and
contact between the College and the generations of families,
past and present, which are part of our College Community.”
This is still “our hope!” We would like to hear any feedback
about “OUR” publication. You can:
Phone us – (02) 9899 22288 Extn 821
Email us – drive@oakhill.nsw.edu.au
Join the Oakhill Group on LinkedIn
Or even write to us – Oakhill College, Locked Bag 9001,
Castle Hill 1765
Contributions to the Oakhill Drive are more than welcome.
Let us know what has been happening in your life since you
last “walked down the Drive”.

College Bursar
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O

ne of the highlights of our year at Oakhill is the celebration of
Founder’s Day. This year we celebrated the day on the birthday
of Saint John Baptist de La Salle – April 30th. The Mass was
celebrated by Fr John Watkins from St Bernadette’s Parish, Castle Hill.
It was a wonderful celebration as we honoured “our Founder” and the

legacy he has left in reaching out to those most in need. Over thirty
buses “rolled through” the bus bay to transport the community to Wet
n Wild where the celebrations continued. In the words of one of our
students: “It was such a fun day, but too short!”
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Over the past 12 months Josh and Nikki have kept themselves busy
renovating their new home. Josh and Nikki are looking forward to attending
a number of weddings at Oakhill Chapel this year, including Nikki’s brother
Chris Collignon and fiancee Kat Adams (both Class of 2004).
Shannon Thomas – Dux Class of 1998
Shannon Thomas graduated from Oakhill College in 1998, securing a
place in Medicine at the University of New South Wales. After seven
years of medical training, he graduated with research and academic
honours, and began work as an intern at the Royal Prince Alfred
Hospital in Sydney. He gained admission into Basic Surgical Training
the next year, which was quickly followed by acceptance into the
Australasian Vascular Surgical training program. This allowed him
to work and train at various centres throughout Australia, gaining
admission to fellowship of the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons
in 2012.
Shannon has a practice as a Consultant Vascular, Endovascular
and Renal Transplant Surgeon at the Prince of Wales, Sydney
Children’s Campus in Randwick. He also has a lecturer appointment
at the University of New South Wales. He is inspired by the vascular
treatments his late grandmother received, and is focussed on
advanced, minimally invasive treatments for diseases of the arteries
and veins. Apart from operating in theatre, Shannon has many
academic pursuits, conducting clinical research, teaching medical
students, and supervising junior doctors.
Shannon met his wife Vivian, in first year university. She
completed her training as a clinical psychologist and they finally
married in 2007. They have one child, Zahra, who is now 4 years old
and has a love for singing and Peppa Pig. Of all his achievements,
Shannon says he is most proud of his family, as they bring him joy,
happiness and a reason to smile.

Josh and Nikki Mudge.
Josh & Nikki Mudge (nee Collingnon) – Class of 2006
Josh and Nikki were married at the De La Salle Brothers Chapel at
Oakhill on 31 August 2013. The wedding was attended by many friends
and family with links to Oakhill. All the members of the wedding
party were Oakhill alumni: Kate Ashworth (2006), Lisa Mudge (2008),
Jess Mudge (2006), Jocelyn O’Brien (2005), James Tripolone (2006),
Nick Mudge (2011), Michael Collignon (2001), Chris Collignon (2004).
The wedding was followed by a reception at Waterview Restaurant,
Berowra Waters.
Josh proposed to Nikki in July 2012 in Queenstown, New Zealand
and the couple travelled to Thailand in September 2013 for their
honeymoon.
After finishing school at Oakhill, Josh and Nikki attended University
to study Property Economics and Early Childhood respectively. Josh
now works in real estate funds management at LaSalle Investment
Management and after a short time as a primary school teacher,
Nikki is now working as the Executive Assistant to the Minister for
Transport.
4
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Shannon Thomas – Dux Class of 1998 with Viven and Zahra.

Adam Swinburn - Flooding in Venice.
Adam Swinburn – Class of 2008
Upon leaving Oakhill College at the end of 2008 I began a Bachelor of
Architecture at University of Technology Sydney. After graduating in
2011 I moved to Melbourne to work at Denton Corker Marshall, a major
award winning architectural practice. I contributed to both large and
small scale projects in local and international sites including; the
Faculty of Engineering and Information Technology at the University of
Technology Sydney, Eliza Hall Institute of Medical Research, Melbourne
and the Australian Embassy, Jakarta.
I returned to complete my Masters and in 2013 I was the recipient
of the Designing Architecture in Response to Climate Change
Scholarship which took me to Europe for a six month study program
in Toulouse, France and a Climate Change conference in Turin, Italy.
Whilst in Europe I studied the unique architecture sustainability
principles practiced in Europe, heritage conservation within a
historical city, urban gentrification and French as a second language.
In recent decades it has become more common for architects to
work internationally. The skill set and cultural sympathy necessary
to operate outside our familiar local cities is discovered through
worldly experiences. Between education commitments my travels
through Europe extended to twenty cities across twelve countries. It
was an exhilarating and inspiring adventure to experience firsthand
architecture and culturally rich places I had only read in books.
Recently my proposal ‘The Graveyard Shift’ for the internationally
renowned Fosters Travelling Scholarship received an honourable mention.
I was placed in the final four along with students from Uganda, Poland,
and London. The proposal investigated the wider infrastructure of death,
as well as looking at burial sites in the context of urban spaces.
Currently I am in my final year of my Masters. As an emerging
architectural designer I intend to pursue my architect registration and
continued research into the future of the social, cultural, economic
and environmental conditions surrounding architecture.

FALA-FILL is a chain of food outlets under the Give Kindly
Company. 40% of the revenue from the outlets goes towards feeding
the homeless; 30% goes to a Trust to fund more projects and 30% is
retained by the proprietor. The focus is to influence entrepreneurs into
charity. Peter writes: “We’re trying to demonstrate that you can be a
philanthropist as well as an entrepreneur.”
GIVE KINDLY is designed with the same purpose of generating
recurring revenue for charities.
Peter is also on the Board of
St Raphael’s Feed the Homeless
Mission as well as Chairperson of
the Afar Foundation. In his spare
time Peter is one of the national
choir Leaders of the Antiochian
Orthodox Church Youth.
Peter would appreciate any
assistance from individuals or
businesses for his charitable works.
He may be contacted at: peter@
Peter Khoury.
nationalfinacnialadvisors.com.au
Matthew Pearson – Class of 2009
In an email sent to Chris Goodman, Co-ordinator of Solidarity, and
Technology Teacher, Matthew wrote:
“Recently I was awarded the VIC/TAS Graduate of the Year in
Furniture Design by the Design Institute of Australia. You can read
more about that here: http://www.utas.edu.au/students/news/
student-news/students-designs-take-out-national-award.
I decided to further my studies this year and complete a postgraduate Honours at UTAS, so I’m in Tasmania for another year. I’ll be
developing a body of work with the final goal to have an exhibition at
the end that ties into my research topic that I’ll be undertaking this
year. My topic is centred on the feeling of home and how I can help
to create and support connection, identity and belonging to home
through household objects.
I was asked a couple of weeks ago to give a talk to some school
students about what I’ve achieved and to give them advice regarding
an entrepreneurship subject they were undertaking. It felt good to give a
little back and made me think back to my time at Oakhill. I just wanted
to thank all of you guys in the Woodwork department for “spurring” me
on to move to Tassie and continue my love of working with timber.
Check out my website www.mjpdesignedobjects.com.au to see
what I’ve done recently. Also my blog http://mattjpearson.blogspot.com.
au/ which is being used as a journal for my post-graduate studies.”

Peter Khoury - Class of 2004
FALA-FILL and GIVE KINDLY
Since graduating from Oakhill in 2004 Peter has worked in the
financial and charitable sectors. In 2011 he opened a financial planning
firm – National Financial Advisors. This firm has won several awards
and is now operating in three states. Peter has also turned his
attention to works of charity – Fala-Fill and Give Kindly.

Matthew Pearson.
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has made Oakhill their home for a period of time. For example, I
have good friends who graduated earlier than me in the 90’s and
we found a sense of camaraderie from the first time we met at a
barbeque.
Who have you been thinking about reconnecting with? Pick up
the phone this week and make plans to catch up with them. It’s
amazing how sometimes your past can be accommodated in your
present and future. Thanks to the Oakhill community for the ongoing
memories”.

Even, Brendan, Gareth and Jason Guest.
The Guest Boys – Gareth, Evan, Brendan and Jason
Jason writes: “I think it is a special gift in life to have connections
that survive the passage of time. I am confident that I could catch
up with anyone from the Oakhill Class of ’99 and it wouldn’t even
matter that we haven’t spoken for almost fifteen years. This almost
mystical phenomenon enables us to simply ‘pick up’ where we ‘left
off’. In fact, I believe that this connection extends to anyone who

6
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The Guest Brothers
Gareth Guest - Class of 2005 has taken a role in the family
manufacturing business as Sales & Marketing Coordinator at Jubilee
Spring Company. www.jubilee-springs.com.au
Evan Guest - Class of 2002 works in the manufacturing industry
and is an Application Engineer at Lee Spring Company. He is based
in Brooklyn, New York. http://www.leespring.com
Brendan Guest - Class of 2000 is General Manager of The 4217,
which is described as a ‘vibrant village providing quality food and
offerings in an ever-evolving creative space’ based in Surfers
Paradise, QLD. www.the4217.com
Jason Guest - Class of 1999 is Youth Services Coordinator at
Ku-ring-gai Council in northern Sydney and is also the Treasurer of
Community Migrant Resource Centre. www.kmc.nsw.gov.au / www.
cmrc.com.au

E

ighty-eight De La Salle Brothers representing Brothers throughout
the world met for the 45th General Chapter from April 27 to June 8
2014, at the Brothers’ Mother House in Rome.
Representing Lasallians in 80 countries, these delegates met
for fifty one days to evaluate the life of the Institute, provide for its
continuing adaptation and renewal, and set out the main guidelines
for the future of the Lasallian Mission.
Brother Robert Schieler, FSC, an American Brother who has served
for the past seven years as General Councillor for the Lasalian Region
of North America, was elected Superior General at the 45th General
Chapter on May 20, 2014.
Brother Robert has been a member of the De La Salle Brothers

for forty six years. During his time as a
Brother, Robert has served as a teacher, vice-principal, Auxiliary Visitor,
Visitor, committee member and board member at a number of schools
throughout the District of Baltimore, and the world wide Institute,
including thirteen years as a Missionary in the Philippines.
Brother Robert will lead the largest order of Religious Brothers in
the Church dedicated to education. As the 27th successor to Saint John
Baptist de La Salle, Brother Robert is no stranger to leadership in Rome.
We look forward to Brother Robert’s leadership, and continue to
hold him and his leadership team in our prayers as they continue
to create and plan the ever evolving direction for our Lasallian
educational mission.

MYSTERY PHOTO
Can you identify the people in this photo?
A prize will be awarded to the person who is the first to
correctly name them. Send entries to Steve Molloy at the College or
email drive@oakhill.nsw.edu.au
The winners of the last competition – Volume 28 – were John Walker
and Kevin Roden (both Class of 1974).
(NB: College staff are ineligible to enter this competition!)

Br Peter and Sue Craig.

T

he Oakhill College Community farewelled long time serving
Librarian Sue Craig at the end of March. Sue began working
at the College in 1989. Over the past twenty five years school
Libraries have undergone dramatic changes. However, it is testimony
to Sue’s professionalism and dedication that these changes have been
embraced. For Sue the most important “assets” to the Library were
the young people who entered the Library each day. Sue was always

available to all members of staff in enhancing the learning process in
their subject area.
At a morning tea held in Sue’s honour, Br Peter Ryan, Principal
mentioned Sue’s dedication to thousands of students over her twenty
five years as College Librarian – “if we think of a generation of students
passing through the College every six years, Sue has taught four
generations of students and in her own way touched the hearts of each
of them.”
Sue thanked Br Peter for his kind words and thanked so many for
coming to morning tea. Thanks were also expressed to the Brothers and
former Principals for their support. “The past twenty five years has gone
by very quickly and I have enjoyed every minute. The library would not
be the open, happy space it is today without the supportive work of the
library staff”, Sue said.
Br William Shaw, former colleague and friend of Sue’s, commented:
“Working with Sue Craig was an experience that I will remember well.
She works in a quiet, but enthusiastic way which enhances students’
love of reading and use of library resources. She is supportive of any
effort that will help students. She is supportive of and generous to the
staff both library, administrative and teaching in what they are doing and
encouraging them to widen their boundaries in the use of information
skills both in their work but also for pleasure.”
While Sue will miss the staff and following the progress of the
students at Oakhill College she is looking forward to a more relaxed life
spending time with her family and her new grandson, Cameron.
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n the evening of 9 November 2013 six Ex-Students of Oakhill were inducted as Alumni of Distinction – Dr Nicole
Brooke (Class of 1994), Catherine Cox (Class of 1994), Bryson Anderson RIP (Class of 1984), Michael O’Brien
(Class of 1972), Father John Wilcken (Class of 1943) and Frank Hicks (Class of 1977). We are extremely proud of
their achievements. In this edition of the Oakhill Drive three of our Alumni of Distinction are featured.
theology and Australian Aboriginal religions. Other special interests
have been Liberation Theology, Feminist Theology, and a Theological
Approach to Ecology.
John has also been extensively involved in retreat-giving and
spiritual direction. An important area of pastoral concern has been
work among homeless people, and for many years he was Superior
of a Jesuit Community living with homeless, alcoholic and emotionally
disturbed men at Greenvale, a suburb on the outskirts of Melbourne.
This is Corpus Christi Community, founded in the 1970s by Mother
Teresa’s congregation of Sisters, the Missionary Sisters of Charity.
John still lives at Corpus Christi, as a Chaplain to the community.
Frank Hicks - Class of 1977

Michael accepting his award from Principal, Br Peter Ryan.
Michael O’Brien - Class of 1972
Michael is a practising solicitor recently appointed as a Magistrate
in NSW.
Since 1995 Michael has been a member of NSW Metropolitan
Panel of Air Force Reserve Legal Officers, holding the rank of Group
Captain. He holds the Defence Long Service Medal and The Australian
Defence Medal.
During his career in the Reserve, Michael has given pre deployment
presentations on the Laws of Armed Conflict to ADF personnel and
has also appeared as both a Prosecuting and Defending Officer in
Military Trials. He is also an Inquiry Officer conducting Inquiries for
Defence.
Michael is a member of the Oakhill College Board.
Father John Wilcken - Class of 1943
Father John Wilcken is Emeritus Professor
of Theology at Jesuit Theological College,
Melbourne. For many years he taught in
an ecumenical faculty, the United Faculty
of Theology, Parkville. His doctoral work
was done on the writings of Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, the Lutheran pastor and
theologian executed by the Nazis at the end of World War II. He taught
Systematic Theology for forty years, working in a number of areas,
especially Ecclesiology and the Theology of the Human Person.
As well as contributing articles to various periodicals, John has
published the following books: Religious Life Today (1974), The Priest
Today (1976), The Gospel and the Church’s Teaching Role (1977), Jesus
Christ: Yesterday and Today (1984), and God in Our World (1992). He
has also taught in the area of the relationship between Christian
8
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With a Bachelor’s degree in Human Biology from Stanford University
and a Master’s from Harvard University’s Kennedy School of
Government, Frank has spent virtually his entire working life in the non
profit sector in developing countries. Frank has worked in the areas of
developing sustainable environmental practices in agriculture that are
economically feasible from the village level and above.
Frank has worked for esteemed international aid agencies such
as the Ford Foundation in the USA and Nigeria; TechnoServe in Ghana
and the USAID founder Biodiversity Conservation network in the
Philippines. He is the Board Chair for Root Capital, a board member
of The Nature Conservancy’s EcoEnterprises Fund, and an advisor to
Forest Trends and EcoAgriculture Partners.
Frank has been married for many years to Meg and has two
teenage daughters. His career motivation has not been one that has
been financially driven or rewarded. The family has lived in regions in
countries that were politically unstable and challenging in regard to
personal security and health.

Br Peter and Dagmar Cyrulla.

T

he winner of the Acquisitve Art Prize at the 43rd Annual Art in the
Hills was Dagmar Cyrulla (College Vice Captain, Class of 1984) with
her work “The Roses”. This competition is proving to be extremely
popular with over eighty entries received this year. It was a great
pleasure for Br Peter Ryan to be able to present the prize of $7,000 to
“one of our own”.
Dagmar has received many accolades for her work. “Recognised
for producing works of stirring psychological intensity, Dagmar Cyrulla
has brought a new dimension to contemporary Australian art. She
neither glamorises nor romanticises her subject matter but does show
an intense respect for the lives portrayed by acknowledging we all have
private worlds filled with mystery.” (Catherine Caines September 2011
Wish Magazine The Australian, Next Gen, The leadership Series.)
Dagmar writes: “My works have been hung in the Art Gallery of
NSW many times. I have won art prizes in the London print workshop
collection as well as Six Regional Gallery collection. I am in the
fortunate position of doing what lights me up every day and makes me
leap out of bed each morning. It hasn’t always been that way however.
I have always been making art, but it took until my early thirties to find
my creative voice. Finding your voice comes early for some and for
others like myself it takes a lot of learning and personal growth. I guess

Dagmar Cyrulla’s ”The Roses” (oil on linen).
it gave me the confidence to trust that what I had to say was important
and able to be said through my artwork.
As much as celebrating the work in a gallery or getting accolades
from prizes is wonderful, the biggest honour and confirmation of my
choices is when people email or tell me how much they connect with
my painting or drawing. It is that connection that I love. It is like being at
a dinner party and you are all on the same page - it is invigorating.”
We are very proud to “acquire” Dagmar’s work which will become
part of the College’s valuable Art Collection.
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ften when one reads reviews of Musicals many of the same
words are used – “Amazing, Brilliant, Awesome, Splendid, and
Wonderful”. These and many other words could be used to
describe Oakhill College’s production of Miss Saigon. It was “amazing”.
It was “brilliant”. It was “awesome”. Most of all the production was truly
professional. Once again, Mrs Di Herron - Producer and Director, along
with Mr Anthony Timmins – Musical Director did wonders with the cast
and crew of over one hundred and fifty.
Everyone in the production, from the lead roles – Elizabeth
Murray (Kim), Dominic Clarke (The Engineer), Justin Rynne (Chris),
Jackson Mills (John) to the seventy-five members of the chorus
are to be congratulated on truly memorable performances over six
fabulous nights.
It is a tribute to Mrs Herron and the entire Crew that so many
alumni wished to be part of the production.
Mrs Di Herron commented that Miss Saigon was “a dream
realised before my eyes. The Cast and Crew stepped up to such a
professional level. The music, sound and lighting were faultless. All
those working on the show were completely united to the project.
It was so delightful to see all the Cast and Crew from Years 7- 12
become a tightly knit family, helping and supporting each other. I’m
simply Ecstatic!”
Br Peter, Principal said “The importance of our community
gatherings cannot be underestimated for it is here that we visibly
see the reality of our community. Over six marvellous nights,
10
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almost 2,500 members
of the Oakhill community
participated in Miss
Saigon as cast, crew
and audience. What a
wonderful way to give
practical expression to
our sense of living in
community.”
The final word from
Justin Rynne, College
Drama Captain: “With a cast and crew of 150, the Benildus
Hall basketball court was transformed for 6 shows into an
unrecognisable theatre space. Miss Saigon has created a theatre
dynamic throughout the school community sculpturing the talented
performing arts at Oakhill College. The hours of work, sleepless
nights, early rises, sweat and tears put into this musical is more
than what any other school would put in, being the reason why
Oakhill is seen for producing spectacular shows and two and a
half hours worth of entertainment. I would like to thank the talented
students and staff of the school for their hard work, commitment to
the musical, and allowing us to remember the year 2014 at Oakhill
College as the year of ‘Miss Saigon’.”
We look forward in anticipation to the announcement of the 2016
Production. Watch this space!
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Aaron Vincent Iori 1977 - 2013
(Class of 1994)
– “An Inspirational Leader has Passed”

T

he Oakhill Community was saddened to hear of the passing
of Aaron Iori. Aaron lost his battle with brain cancer in early
2013. At Oakhill College Aaron developed a passion for “all
things Agriculture” and was a valued student in the Agriculture
Department. This involvement inspired Aaron to pursue a career in
Agriculture. During his short life he became an innovative leader at
Meat and Livestock Australia (MLA). His courage during the time of his
illness was an inspiration to his wife, Kate and three children, Sergio,
Charlotte and Hugo as well as his extended family and friends.
The following article from Cuisine & Wine, Asia gives us a glimpse
of the man that Aaron was and the legacy he has left. “It is always a
time of sorrow when a person loved passes away; certainly, the more
lives they touched, the greater the sorrow of their passing. Aaron Iori
was a man who touched the lives of many through his work at Meat
and Livestock Australia; he was a mentor to those who stood in his
charge, and he was an extremely talented professional to those in
whose charge he himself stood.
Aaron was instrumental in the development of MLA throughout
Southeast Asia; he began with the company in 2001, first working for
five years as a manager for the National Livestock Reporting Service
after it was brought into the MLA, then heading up the National
Livestock Identification Scheme in 2006. In 2009 Aaron became the
Regional Manager of MLA for the Southeast Asia/Greater China Market.
Seen by his colleagues and peers as one of the brightest, most
dedicated senior managers in the business he created his reputation

O

n 21 July last year, a cricket game took place between the
Kenthurst Banksias and New Earswick in York, England.
Coincidentally, between these two teams there were a total
of six ex-students from Oakhill including John Campo (Class of 1978),
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as a straight-talking, no-nonsense individual through his discipline and
professionalism; he listened and advised; he encouraged, and he led.
Most importantly, he was seen as not only as a colleague, but as a friend.
Aaron showed an even greater strength of character over the
course of his fight against cancer; it was the optimism and courage
he displayed over the two year battle that was the true testament to
the kind of individual he was. He will be missed terribly.”
In tribute to Aaron, and to raise much needed funds for brain
cancer research Aaron’s Wish Charity Dinner is held annually. Further
details regarding this wonderful charity can be found on:
aaronswish@bigpond.com and https://www.facebook.com/aarons.
wish.1
A side note: Aaron’s three younger brothers all attended Oakhill –
Dion (Class of 1996); Shey (Class of 1998) and Liam (Class of 1999).
They have all done extremely well in their chosen careers. Aaron
continues to be an inspiration to them.

Jake Wheeler (Class of 2008), Brad Williams (Class of 2007), Andrew
Williams (Class of 2011), Michael James (Class of 1990) who played for
the Banksias and Andrew James (Class of 1989) who played for New
Earswick.

I

n the early hours of a Thursday morning at Sydney International
Airport, a contingent of Oakhill students prepared to set off to a
small country in South East Asia, leaving their comfortable world
and anxious parents at the gates. The boys were about to experience
a very foreign culture in a country which spoke a language none of
us understood. We all acknowledged the intimidating notion that
we were about to become aliens on foreign soil. With us were eight
members of staff, including Mr Macdouall and our College Principal Br
Peter, who gave up a week of their holidays to supervise our trip and
ensure we had the best and safest time possible.
One of the great highlights of our tour was our Community Service
Day where we were driven by a fleet of tuk tuks to our destination, across
the Mekong on a ferry barge and into the village of Po Thum that lay
outside the boundaries of the city. The disparity between the wealthy
and poor was made ever clearer as we passed run down houses and
children playing barefoot in the street. During our community service
activity we mixed and laid concrete to help build a multi-purpose
volleyball court so that the school kids could play at lunchtime. The day
was hot and laborious but well worth it for our foreign Brothers. We left

that day all feeling as though we had achieved something and really
made a difference. This undertaking really cemented our understanding
of the international mission of the De La Salle Brothers who endeavour to
serve the poor and marginalised from all walks of life and ensure that an
education is seen as a right, not a privilege.
All throughout the tour we ate locally, developing a taste for
traditional cuisine. We also had multiple opportunities to shop
throughout the tour and loaded up on souvenirs prior to leaving the
country, destined for Australia.
It was a fascinating trip that opened our eyes up to the wider,
international community. We met an amazingly hospitable people
with a rich culture and history. They have experienced horrors that no
one should ever have to see, but even this was not enough to wipe
the smiles off of their faces. We have learned from our journey and
our experience of these people, the importance of perseverance and
were made ever more aware of just how lucky we are to live in this
great country of ours.
Max Cowan – Year 10
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The “boys” from the 70s.

T

he 70s Reunion was held on the last Saturday in March. Over
thirty people attended the Afternoon Tea at the College and
the “compulsory” tour of the College. The quest to find the
dormitories and classroom of the 70s took up some of the time on the
“trip down memory lane”. The evening function at the Hills Lodge was
well attended with over fifty ex-students and spouses present. There
was such a “warm atmosphere” in the room for the entire evening. The
stories continued to be told well into the night. The Seventies were a
tumultuous time in society and in education. Many of those present
expressed gratitude for the guidance they received during their time
at Oakhill College. “We all had a great time, really appreciated the
afternoon archival presentation and school tour, and the evening
gathering. The ’74 group has always been social and many have kept
in touch on a regular basis. These are a wonderful group of men, and
the Oakhill influence has made us better characters. I am aware of the
amount of preparation that goes into these events, and be assured
that all who attended thoroughly enjoyed the occasion and the
chance to reconnect.” (Patrick Houlcroft)
“Big thanks to Brother Raymond, Brother Peter, Steve Molloy,
Heather and the others involved for making the 73, 74 & 75 reunion

L-R: Brian Peterson, Rob Mudge , Peter Mudge, Dominic Pak, John
Armstrong, Colin Roden, Gerard Abrams and Martin Carey.
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night a memorable affair. The bringing together of the “old crew”
has sparked a wave of emails, not just about the night, but also
reminiscing about past adventures, deeds and misdeeds. It was
also great to catch up with former teachers, as well as to see the
extraordinary improvement in the college facilities. Patrick Houlcroft
deserves a lot of credit for providing the impetus for former students
to contact each other and come along.” (John Walker)

L-R: Steve Williams, Chris Nankivel and David Carey.

L-R: Richard Hiser, Denise Hiser and Tim Abrams.

T

he Reunion for the Class of 1984 was held on 21 June. The
beautiful sunny afternoon enabled those present for the
afternoon tea to take a stroll through the College led by Mrs
Heather Muirhead and Mr Damian Asprey. The celebrations continued
into the evening with many wonderful stories “told, retold and
embellished”! Mr Andrew Millar, Assistant Principal for Mission and
a member of the Class of 1984 commented: “The Class of ’84 have
always been a friendly and outgoing bunch. Many of us still keep in
regular contact with our school friendships groups. It also is fantastic
to watch our kids growing up playing together and starting a new
generation of friendships. We are proud of the achievements of our
peers: it was fantastic to see Dagmar Cyrulla take out the major prize

at this year’s ‘Art in the Hills’ event. We also come together in grief to
pay our respects in times of tragedy, as occurred at the funeral of our
mate Bryson Anderson (RIP), who was posthumously inducted as an
Alumni of Distinction in November of last year.
The number of ex-students from our year group who have put
their own sons and daughters through the school is tribute to our
ongoing sense of belonging to the Oakhill community.
A group of my friends still get together each year for a family
camping weekend. Of course, year after year the same old school stories
come out, perhaps slightly embellished each time, much to both the
amusement and chagrin of our partners. We have now had reunions for
5, 20, 25 and 30 years…though we are in no hurry for the 40th!”

L-R: Susan Watkins (Lahey), Louise Carson (Halmarick), Wanita Filby (Bekker), Krista Hulme (Burford), Nicole Halmarick (Templeman), Raelene Organ
(Gocher), Marisa Reddy (Castellian), Shari Harrington (Browne), Elizabeth Naylor (Foote), Bernadette Hollis (Kelly) and Nicki Surace.

L-R: David Simmons, Glen Coleman, Bruce Davis and Paul Bennett.
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