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Strategic Plan (2014-2016) Launched

I

t occurred to me the other day that the proximity of our celebration
of the 75th anniversary of Oakhill College and the inauguration of the
Strategic Planning process are actually a propitious juxtaposition of
events.
While it was not part of my original thinking, planning for the
future is actually an extraordinarily wonderful way of celebrating the
past. Strategic planning doesn’t deny the past. In fact, good strategic
planning owns the past: it is a celebration of the achievements, an
acknowledgement of the failures, and an owning of both so that we
can use both to inform the path forward.
SIMPLICITY & PRACTICALITY – A LASALLIAN APPROACH TO STRATEGIC
PLANNING
John Baptist de la Salle was a thoroughly practical individual. Even
while his religious vision inspired the work of the schools, practical
concerns brought that vision into reality. All De La Salle’s efforts were
directed toward the good running of Christian schools.
In looking forward, the College draws on the success of the
previous Strategic Plan. The next Strategic Plan, Reaching Out, Touching
Hearts: A Future Full of Hope, whilst also attending to ongoing priorities
including Catholic identity, Academic Excellence, Pastoral Care and WellBeing, Resources and Community, includes two New Horizons, Oakhill
College as a faith community and as a learning community.
OAKHILL COLLEGE: A FAITH COMMUNITY
In his Meditations for the Time of Retreat De La Salle drew the “big
picture” of the Christian schools. He had already stated elsewhere
that the Lasallian educators’ work, insofar as they were participating
in the work of Christ and the Apostles “is the same as that of the
Institute founded by St Ignatius, which is the salvation of souls.” The
way whereby this was accomplished bore its own mark. St John
Baptist de la Salle’s call to the early Brothers “to touch the hearts [and
minds] of the young people entrusted to their care” and to educate
them to become “good Christians and good citizens” is the foundation
that underpins the future strategic direction of the College. It is in this
context, that the focus will be to educate young men and women of
faith, who look beyond themselves to reach out to others.
OAKHILL COLLEGE: A LEARNING COMMUNITY
A second characteristic of Lasallian schools is that the curriculum is
suited to the needs of the students. De La Salle adapted programs to
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Br Peter with 2014 leaders.

meet students’ needs. Teachers were to attempt to meet the students
where they were, to establish common ground, and to bring the
students forward. The curriculum was to be suited to the intellectual,
cultural, religious, and vocational needs of the actual students in a
particular school. It is now accepted that students of today are much
more social in the way they learn. They actively seek to collaborate
with one another both within the school context and beyond. This
new horizon is timely for the College now that tools and resources,
both in terms of devices and staff capabilities, have been intentionally
developed.
GUIDING PRINCIPLES
Reaching Out-Touching Hearts: A Future Full of Hope is written within
the paradigm of two guiding principles:
• the College is an instrument of the Catholic church and an
educational institution;
• we are a Catholic school and both words matter.
It is in this context that the College seeks to implement a three year
plan that delivers continuous sustainable improvement for all in the
Oakhill community. The philosophy that underpins the way forward
for the College has its foundation in the tradition and teachings of the
Catholic church and the Lasallian charism that are central to the life of
the school. Lasallian is our way of being Catholic. Lasallian is also our
way of educating.
The College Strategic Plan 2014-2016, Reaching Out-Touching
Hearts: A Future Full of Hope was launched at a gathering of more
than 700 parents and staff in February 2014.
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B

rother Ambrose Payne fsc AO has received Australian Catholic
University’s highest honour, Doctor of the University, in
recognition of his extraordinary contribution to Catholic higher
education in Australia. The citation from the Catholic University
recognises the extraordinary work done by Brother Ambrose in
working with a number of religious congregations, two Cardinals,
the Australian Bishops’ Conference and politicians from different
sides of government, in order to have the University established.
Brother Ambrose was, as the citation suggests, the necessary
“go-between.”
Brother Ambrose has an outstanding reputation in the fields
of educational leadership, governance and consultancy, teacher
development and pastoral care. Brother Ambrose, sometimes
referred to as “Mr Oakhill”, was Principal of the College from 1991
to 1998 and Provincial of the De La Salle Brothers (Australia, New

Zealand, Pakistan and Papua New Guinea District) from 2005 to
2012.
Brother Ambrose’s achievements in education have been widely
recognised in the community. He was made a Member of the Order
of Australia for his contributions to education. He is a recipient of
the Sir Harold Wyndham Medal in recognition of his outstanding
contribution to the education of young people in New South Wales
and the John Taylor Medal for Excellence in Educational Leadership.
In 2004, Brother Ambrose was awarded the NSW Premier’s Award for
his contribution to community service and in the following year he
was appointed an Officer of the Order of Australia for his services to
education through leadership in both secondary and tertiary sectors
and to school rugby union football.
The College congratulates Brother Ambrose on this well
deserved accolade.
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A

t the 2014 Dedication Day Mass and Assembly a number of
students were welcomed back to the College after achieving
outstanding results in the 2013 Higher School Certificate. The
occasion gave the College community an opportunity to recognise the
hard work and achievements of the Class of 2013. The top achieving
student in 2013 was Mark Moussad with an ATAR of 99.50. He was
closely followed by Dominic Lukaszewicz with an ATAR of 99.25 and
Daniel Kwarcinski with an ATAR of 99.10. Ten students received an
ATAR greater than 97 and eighteen above 95.
Other significant student results included John Fitzpatrick who
was placed second in NSW in Italian Continuers and Sabrina Delgado
who received a placing in Earth and Environmental Science.
Both Mark Moussad and John Fitzpatrick were listed on the
distinguished achievers list having received Band 6 results in all of
their subjects.
All of the high achievers gained places at various Universities in
their chosen pathways of Medicine, Commerce, Law, and Engineering
to name a few.
Mark Moussad was awarded the Darcy Crowe Award as Dux of
Oakhill for 2013. In his acceptance speech Mark paid tribute to the
support he received from the teachers, family and friends. “There
were a few things that were particularly important to me during the
year which helped me get by. First and foremost were my family
and friends. It’s important to recognise the amount of support you
have around you from the people in your life, and it’s important that

you’ll rely on and something that I’m truly grateful for.” In thanking the
teachers Mark said “The amount of extra time that my teachers put in
for me and my class mates was truly outstanding.”
Mark intends studying Medicine at James Cook University,
Townsville in 2014.

Dux of Oakhill 2013, Mark Moussad with Br Peter.
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Joseph Aoae, 3rd from left at rear, member of the 1st XIII in 1960.
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Joseph Aoae - Class of 1960

Richard Byrne – Class of 1982

The College was saddened to hear of the passing of Joseph Aoae.
His daughter, Madonna, wrote in an email to Steve Molloy, “It is with
great regret to advise you of the passing of our father Joseph Aoae on
Sunday the 16th Feb. He died peacefully in his sleep. We thank you for
updating our father on the happenings in and around Oakhill college.”
Joseph was one of the first students from Papua New Guinea to
attend the College. He was Captain of both the College’s Swimming
and Athletics teams. After matriculating, Joseph studied law at the
University of Queensland. On his graduation in 1967 he achieved the
distinction of being the first PNG professional lawyer. Joseph was
admitted to both the Queensland and Federal Bars in July 1967 before
returning to PNG to work in the then Crown Law Department.
Joseph’s exceptional career encompassed a wide range of roles,
including being the first National Secretary for Justice at Independence
in July 1975. He was elected for three terms to the PNG National
Parliament as the member for Kairuku Hiri and served as Minister for
Forests and Minister for Education.
In 1993 Joseph returned to the Public Service as Secretary for
Lands, a position he held until 1996 when he entered private practice
before retirement.
A fellow ex-student, Gerard Franklin, wrote, “ I remember Joe well.
He was educated in one of the missions in New Guinea and did quite
well in the leaving certificate. He got a better pass than I did in English
and that was my best subject!
Joe loved Rugby League and played very well, in spite of having
a withered arm from polio. His preferred position was hooker and in
those days League scrums were contested. Joe could stretch out his
legs and retrieve the ball from under the feet of the opposing hooker.”

Richard writes: “After leaving Oakhill a long time ago my first job was
in the Bank before moving into the financial markets as a Foreign
Exchange Dealer. I then decided I wanted to travel and have a career
break. During this time I travelled as much as I could but also worked
in London before returning and starting a new career in the Financial
Planning Industry. I completed my Diploma Financial Planning and CFP
while working as a Senior Advisor in Westpac Private Bank. For the past
four years I have worked in distribution as Key Account Manager at TAL.
I have told Nicholas (year 7) that my years at Oakhill were some
of the best days of my life growing up and the friendships I made at
school have continued to this day.
As a family we
love to travel, the
outdoors and Nick
loves water skiing
with his brother
and sister Zoe.
I thought my
first born would
want to follow in my
footsteps and
want to be like
me. Unfortunately
Nicholas supports
Parramatta and the
Swans. Oh well he’s
a good kid apart
Richard Byrne and Nick.
from that.”
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Paul Dover – Class of 1988
Paul’s youngest son Will commenced at Oakhill this year and joins his
older brother Joel who commenced in 2013.
Since leaving school Paul has continued to work within the
property industry and is often in contact with many ex- students in
the same field.
Paul writes: “It is great to see the many significant changes
around the college since my time, in particular the sporting facilities.
As a family, we enjoy the beach and snow skiing. Both my wife Audra
and I remain actively involved with the boys’ sports throughout
summer and winter. I continue to enjoy catching up with friends and
family who were also part of Oakhill.
I am sure both Will and Joel will also have the opportunity to
experience the quality times and good memories I had during and
after leaving the college.”

David O’Connor and Nathan Smith.
David O’Connor and Alicia O’Connor (nee Smith) – Class of 1999

Paul Dover with Will and Joel.
Sally Bennett – Class of 1991
Sally writes “After graduating from
Oakhill in 1991, I studied Travel and
Tourism and worked in the travel
industry with Queensland Travel
and then Alpine World Travel. It
was whilst I was with Alpine World
that I developed a passion for the
snow and travelling. In 1999 I
travelled to Canada where I was
employed at the Banff Springs
Sally Bennett and Joshua.
Hotel for an extended period of
time. On return from overseas I soon married and had two sons
Joshua and Thomas. I am now currently employed at McDonalds
Australia Head Office located at Thornleigh and have been working
there for the past nine years. This year Joshua has followed in my
footsteps and started in Year 7 at Oakhill.”

David and Alicia met in year 11 and began their relationship at the
end of Year 12. Alicia trained as a Primary School Teacher while David
became a Civil and Environmental Engineer. They were married in
the Oakhill College Chapel in 2006 and have since had two beautiful
children Aidan (5) and Finn (4).
In 2010, David was diagnosed with Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma
and has recently celebrated his second year in remission after two
separate challenges with this cancer. David owes his current health
to the leading research and advanced care he was fortunate enough
to receive. In appreciation of this fact, both Alicia and David with the
support their family and peers have raised over $86,000 over the last
two years for three cancer related causes, namely, ‘Do your thing for
the Cancer Council’ $8600, ‘World’s Greatest Shave’ $7000 and ‘The
Ride to Conquer Cancer, 2013’ $71,000.
This year David is calling on the support of his fellow Oakhill
Collegians and the Hills community in an effort to raise $250,000 in
the 2014 Ride to Conquer Cancer supporting the Chris O’Brien Life
House at RPA (see page 15 of The Drive).
“We have all been affected by cancer in some way and this is
a really good opportunity to do something about it. So join ‘Team
Oakhill’ for one of the most enjoyable life experiences you’ll ever have.
$250,000 is a tall order for most, but I know Team Oakhill can achieve
this target and have a blast doing it!”
If you aren’t in a position to join David and ‘Team Oakhill ‘in this
event which is designed to accommodate people of any ability,
you can support David by visiting the following website http://sy14.
conquercancer.org.au/goto/doc or calling 1300 33 RIDE [7433] and
quoting participant ID 880148-3 to donate.
THE OAKHILL DRIVE – Volume 28 | March 2014 | www.oakhillcollege.com.au

5

Stephen Saliba – Class of 1985
“Believe you can and you’re
halfway there.” – Theodore
Roosevelt

Warren Brooks and Gerard.
Warren Brooks – Class of 1978

Stephen writes: “I feel honoured
and proud to be sending my son
to the same College I went to. I
was amazed when I received
a phone call from the College
asking which House I was in, so
JoAnthony could be put in the
same House. I wish the Year 7
2014 College cohort all the best as
they journey through high school.
I hope they grow academically
and spiritually and become men
we will all be proud of.”

Stephen Saliba and JoAnthony.

Warren writes: “I attended Oakhill from 1973 to 1978, along with my
three brothers, Mark, Alan and Robert and a future brother-in-law
Mick Walter, along with many cousins from the Williams, Southern
and Madden Families. I have fond memories of the school and the
Brothers who taught there, and still remain friends with several guys
who went to the school.
Since leaving Oakhill I have worked for thirty odd years in the
Grocery Wholesale Industry and the last five years for Hills Bus at
Dural. I was married nineteen years ago to my wife Maria and have
three children, with my eldest Matt in year 12 and of course Gerard
starting this year. My daughter Jemma will also attend the school
in two years time. I spend most of my free time helping out at the
children’s local Sporting Clubs which I enjoy and play in a local over
35’s Soccer team which I look forward to each week.”

Gisela Olson with James (Year 10) and Matthew (Year 7).
Gisela Olson (Jara) – Class of 1986

Tom Ramsey (Year 12) and Margot Ramsey (Year 11).
Paul Ramsey – Class of 1978 and Bridgette Ramsey (nee Fogarty) –
Class of 1980
Margot is the third of the Ramsey children to follow parents Bridgette
and Paul to Oakhill College. Margot has joined her brother Tom who is
currently in Year 12 at the school. Her older brother Louis graduated in
2012 and is now studying Business at Macquarie University. Our family is
proud to have such a long tradition with the school and hope that future
generations of Ramsey children will also be part of Oakhill College life.
6
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Gisela writes, “After graduation in 1986 I studied Architectural Drafting.
I worked in the industry for several years and commenced further
studies in Interior Design. I worked in both industries till 1997.
I married Anthony in 1997 and commenced studies in Nursing at
UTS. I was employed by the Children’s Hospital at Westmead after
graduation and I’m still employed there as a CNS on the Burns and
Plastic surgery unit.
After living in the inner west since 1997 we decided to move
back to the Hills in 2011. James commenced in Year 7 that year at
Oakhill. We have three children, James who is in Year 10, Matthew,
who commenced Oakhill this year, and Alexandra who is Year 6 at St
Bernadette’s.
I have such great memories of being a student at Oakhill and I can
only wish the same for my children. Both boys are so proud that they
are going to the same school as their mum and my daughter can’t
wait to attend in Year 11. I feel such a joy that the teachers who taught
me are now teaching my boys.”

Mark Sullivan – Class of 1988
When I started Year 6 in 1981, who would
have thought that more than thirty years
later I would be enrolling my son here at
Oakhill, let alone still be working here after
nearly fifteen years.
In that time I have been a part of
watching the school mature into an
extremely vibrant hub of education; seeing
the social and sporting development of
young people growing into mature young
Mark Sullivan and John.
adults. I knew straight away that this was
the path I wanted for the first of my four children.
John migrated to Australia as a three year old from the Philippines
where I lived for six years. It was here that I met my wife and the story
started, the rest as they say is history.
I am sure that as quickly as another HSC comes around it will be
he who is walking down the driveway waving to the rest of the school
community, reminiscing about how quickly the previous six years
went. The rest will be happy memories.

MYSTERY PHOTO

Can you identify the people in this photo?
A prize will be awarded to the person who is the first to
correctly name them. Send entries to Steve Molloy at the
College or email drive@oakhill.nsw.edu.au
The first correct entry received for the 27th edition of the
competition was Randall Fletcher (Class of 1974).
(NB: College staff are ineligible to enter this competition!)

The Team at Avant Constructions David D’Urso, Mark D’Urso, Maria D’Urso, John D’Urso, Benjamin Mutton and Jason Burt.

O

n 2nd November 2013 Avant Constructions won the prestigious
2013 Master Builders Association Excellence in Construction Award
- Projects under $1 million for the refurbishment of Lane Cove
Council’s Senior Citizen Centre. The project was run and coordinated by
ex-student John D’Urso (Class of 2004). Since leaving Oakhill College, he
is now currently managing the family-owned company with his two older
brothers David D’Urso (Class of 1999), and Mark D’Urso (Class of 2000)
and Mark’s wife Maria D’Urso (nee Murdocca) (Class of 2000) who holds
a Bachelor of Business Administration degree. In addition to the family
members, Benjamin Mutton (Class of 2004) who holds a Bachelor of
Commerce degree is the Workplace Health & Safety and Quality Manager,
and Jason Burt who completed Year 10 in 2002 to become a qualified
Carpenter, also work in the business.

All three brothers have varying qualifications suited for their
industry; David completed an Advanced Diploma in Interior Design
and a member of Design Institute of Australia, Mark graduated with a
Bachelor of Civil Engineering degree with Honours Class 1 and Masters
of Engineering Science (Structural) from the University of NSW and
member of the Institute of Engineers Australia, and John completed a
Diploma in Building Construction and is a qualified Builder.
The Award was received on the night by John and the site
construction team. The project had an extremely tight timeframe
and the challenging location meant long hours, precise planning
with contractors and suppliers and innovative product solutions. It
was successfully completed to the highest standard of quality that
surpassed the client’s expectations.
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On the evening of 9 November 2013 six Ex-Students of Oakhill were inducted as Alumni of Distinction – Dr Nicole
Brooke (Class of 1994), Catherine Cox (Class of 1994), Bryson Anderson RIP (Class of 1984), Michael O’Brien (Class
of 1972), Father John Wilcken (Class of 1943) and Frank Hicks (Class of 1977). We are extremely proud of their
achievements. In this edition of the Oakhill Drive three of our Alumni of Distinction are featured.
are great: more than enough for most of us, and often more than
a full-time job. But not for Bryson. He was retained as a fire-fighter,
serving for eight years between 1994 and 2002 at Number 81 Station,
Windsor, rising to the rank of Deputy Captain.
And it didn’t stop there. Bryson coached a number of junior soccer
teams for the Colo Soccer Club. And on the day before he died he
took part in the final leg of the Law Enforcement Torch Run for Special
Olympics, held in Windsor, an event which five months earlier he
volunteered to organise.
He lived for the community and died serving it.”

Dr Nicole Brooke - Class of 1994

Mrs Donna Anderson accepting Bryson Anderson’s award.

Bryson Anderson - Class of 1984
Bryson began his career as a trainee police officer on the 18th of
August 1986 and attested on the 7th of November 1986. His skills
were soon recognised by his superior officers and he gained his
designation as a Detective in November 1993.
Bryson was promoted to Sergeant in 2004 and to Detective
Inspector in 2009. He was serving as Duty Officer in the Hawkesbury
Local Area Command when he was killed in the line of duty.
In a Valedictory delivered by the NSW Police Commissioner,
Andrew Scipone said Bryson “was admired by his fellow police
officers, myself among them. On the one hand, a tenacious and
committed police officer, driven to pursue offenders for the darkest
and most serious of crimes. Yet retaining the most extraordinary
empathy, compassion and concern for the victims of those crimes.”
He was awarded the NSW Police Medal; the National Medal; as
well as the first and second clasps to the NSW Police Medal. In 2003
he received a Commissioner’s Unit Citation for highly professional
investigations. He posthumously received the first clasp to the
National Medal and the third clasp to the NSW Police Medal.
Bryson was also posthumously awarded the NSW Police Force
highest honour, the Valour Award. After receiving wounds that would
ultimately prove fatal, Bryson went immediately to the aid of his fellow
officers who were also under attack, only to disengage when taken
away by colleagues who had recognised the seriousness of his
wounds.
Again quoting Commissioner Scipone, “The demands of policing
8
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Over the past 15 years of nursing Nicole has worked across a number
of organisations and in a variety of nursing and management roles.
She has demonstrated significant strengths as a clinician, educator,
leader and academic.
Nicole has been engaged in consultant and policy development
over a range of international and national health and aged care
enquiries and projects. She has mentored a number of young health
professionals who have since moved into leadership roles and has
dedicated herself to improving quality of care and service provision
across residential and community aged care.
Nicole holds a range of academic credentials in Occupational
Health and Safety, Education and Nursing, including a Master of Adult
Education, Master of Clinical Nursing and PhD.
In addition to her professional role, Nicole is a NSW State Advisor
to Scouts Australia. She has also been awarded the Baden Powell
Award, Queens Scout Award, BP Award and a Rotary Youth Leadership
Award.

Nicole accepting her award from Principal, Br Peter Ryan.

Catherine Cox - Class of 1994
Catherine Cox is one of netball’s greatest talents and is a favourite
with supporters and sports fans alike. Catherine is a central figure
of the Australian netball team, former Captain of the NSW Swifts and
current player for Perth Fever.
Catherine has been a member of the Australian Netball team
since 1997 and has played in over 50 Test Matches. She has been
involved in two successful Commonwealth Games campaigns (2002
– Gold and 2006 – Silver), as well as being a member of the 2007
World Championship team.
In her representative career to date, Catherine has received an
abundance of prestigious awards, including Australian Team Player
of the Year and Sydney Swifts Player of the Year for two consecutive
seasons. In 2005 she was also awarded NSW Player of the Year.
In round 13 of the 2010 ANZ Championship season Catherine
notched up her 200th national league game, becoming only the
second player in history to reach the massive milestone. Later that
year, Catherine was selected in the Australian team to travel to Delhi
for her third consecutive Commonwealth Games.
Catherine regularly coordinates and runs netball coaching clinics
for school-age children to assist in the development of the sport at
a grassroots level and is committed to promoting netball in any way
she can. She is also a Friend of the McGrath Foundation and lends
her support through awareness and ambassadorial roles.

Catherine accepting her Alumni of Distinction Award.

T

he Oakhill Community loves an enlivening party and we certainly
had one on the 13th February. The 1st Annual Meet & Greet was
a night of great food, wine, music and networking with the staff
and other parents of the College. This sensational evening, held in the
forecourt of the historic De La Salle Building proved to be a wonderful
venue for this College first. With over 700 guests in attendance we
were enthusiastically entertained by the talented students of our
College Musicians and waited on impeccably by our current senior
leaders as well as some fine, commendable former students.
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“Creativity is contagious, pass it on”
– Albert Einstein

T

o say Drama is alive and well at Oakhill College would be
something of an understatement….’contagious’ is probably a
more apt description. With ten Elective Drama classes from
Years 9 – 12 and all students in Years 7 & 8 participating in Drama
classes the Drama building is alive with creativity and passion for the
Arts.
Sitting alongside the classroom curriculum is the Performing
Arts Department Co-Curricula program allowing all students to
further develop their skills and experience the collaborative nature of
theatre and performance work. This program also supplements the
Department’s ‘Gifted and Talented’ Program giving key opportunities
both on and off stage to aspiring performers and theatre technicians.
The senior play “Shakespeare in Hollywood” played to a sold out
season in February. A magical and fanciful play set in Hollywood in
the 1930’s where director, Max Rhinehardt, was filming Shakespeare’s
“A Midsummer Night’s Dream” and the original characters, Oberon and
Puck materialise.

	
  
	
  
	
  

Already in rehearsal is the one hundred and twenty strong cast
and crew of “Miss Saigon”. This classic musical, set in the last days of
the Vietnam War, takes to the stage in early June. Following in October,
will be the Year 10 Drama students in “Alone it Stands”, a play based
on the real life occurrence of a small Irish football team in Munster
defeating the All Blacks.
The College’s three Theatresports teams will be competing
throughout Terms Two to Four and Year 9 Elective Drama students
complete the 2014 Drama events with their Showcase in November.
2014 sees Oakhill Drama students engaged, working
collaboratively, gaining self-confidence, learning to think for
themselves and passionately involved in the process of Creativity!

2014	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
MUSICAL	
  

“Miss	
  Saigon”	
  	
  
flies	
  in	
  to	
  Benildus	
  Hall…..	
  

2014 musical
“Miss Saigon”
flies in to
Benildus Hall
June
5,6,10,11,13 & 14
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

10

	
  

…..June	
  –	
  5,	
  6,	
  10,	
  11,	
  13	
  &	
  14	
  

THE OAKHILL DRIVE – Volume 28 | March 2014 | www.oakhillcollege.com.au

Dr Jim Taggart OAM

J

im’s career began as a teacher and Deputy
Principal of a Catholic High School. He entered the
financial services industry in 1987 and successfully
developed his businesses to service nearly 5,000 clients.
Jim has completed a Masters Degree in Commerce, majoring
in Financial Planning; Diploma of Teaching; Bachelor of Arts and
Master of Arts from Macquarie University; holds the FChFP, and is a
Certified Financial Planner™. He has attained a Doctorate in Business
Administration. Jim holds a QPIB qualification for General Insurance.
In November 2005 Jim was awarded the 2005 Zurich/AFA Adviser
of the Year. In September 2012 Jim attained Adjunct Professorship
with Notre Dame University, Australia. Jim has lived in Kellyville for
over 30 years. He has been actively involved in community activities
such as the Salvation Army Red Shield Appeal, Local Chambers of

Commerce, was Chairman for the Sydney 2000 Olympics Fundraising
Committee for Western Sydney, is a past Chairman of the Board for
TAFE – Western Sydney District, past Board member of Cumberland
Industries Limited, and is a current Board member of the LNA
(Landscape NSW & ACT Limited), a current Board member of North
West Disability Services, a current Board member of the Western
Sydney Academy of Sport and chairs the fundraising committee for
the Academy.
In January 2006 Jim was awarded the Hills Shire 2006 Australia
Day Award for Community Service. Jim received a Medal of the Order
of Australia in the 2010 Australia Day honours, and was invested with
his medal by the Governor of NSW on 6 May 2010.
Jim also presents a weekly radio show on Alive 90.5FM
Jim’s two sons attended the College: Nathan (Class of 2004) and
Jason (Class of 2001).

Y

ear 11 student Harrison Goddard performed Oakhill College’s first
Welcome to Country recently.
On February 4, Harrison who is of Aboriginal descent, opened
the College’s Dedication Mass and performed the ceremony.
It respectfully acknowledges the traditional Aboriginal custodians
of the area and their continuing connection to country.
Harrison’s family descended from the Darug people and the
Murrawarri of north western New South Wales.
This is the first time the College has had a Darug custodian
approved by an elder to give a Welcome to Country.
It can only be performed by a person of Aboriginal heritage.
“The welcome was a very moving experience and inspired the
College community to learn more about Aboriginal culture,” teacher
Karen Isaacs said.
“In Darug language Harrison also reminded the community of the
sacredness of our land.”
Mrs Isaacs, who is the school’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander facilitator, said elders Uncle Wes Mame, Aunty Jacinta Tobin,
educator Chris Tobin and Lyn Leerson from Reconciliation for Western
Sydney had helped teach the college community about the Darug
culture.
Harrison said he was honoured to share the knowledge and
traditions of Aboriginal culture, as it ‘‘assists all people in being proud
of their identity and family’’.
Principal Br Peter Ryan said Harrison “spoke with deep
authenticity and understanding, calling us to be dedicated custodians
of Mother Earth and of each other. We are blessed to have this
outstanding young Aboriginal man representing his wider community
within our College,’’
(This story was written by a student as part of the Hills News’
Adopt a School program with Oakhill College)

Chris Tobin and Harrison Goddard.
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Br John (Nivard Brendan) Mitchell
(1937 – 2013)

O

n All Souls Day, 2nd November 2013,
Br John Mitchell entered eternal life.
Br John, formerly known as Br Nivard
Brendan taught at Oakhill College for ten
years – 1961 to 1971. Br John (Nivard) taught
in the primary section of Oakhill College
during these years. Requiem Masses for Br
John were held at St Joseph’s, Malvern (Vic)
and in the Chapel of St John Baptist de La
Salle at Oakhill College. The large numbers
of people at both of these Services was a true indication of the great
respect and esteem they had for Br John. He was an outstanding
educator and one who really lived out the Lasallian tradition of being
“an older Brother to those entrusted to his care”. Tributes were paid to
Br John by his brother Peter; Br Kevin Moloney and Br Benildus Larkin.
Following are some excerpts from Peter’s and Br Kevin’s eulogies
(Mr Peter Mitchell) “After gaining his leaving Certificate he joined
the De La Salle Training College at Castle Hill and was professed as
a Brother in 1956. In the years that followed, not only was John an
inspirational teacher, but he always became involved in the school
administration, especially assisting the office staff and the local
parish community. John had many virtues, not least of which was his
endless compassion and empathy. As many of you would know, John
was often sought for his wisdom and solace. He viewed everyone as
equal and did not have a judgmental bone in his body. John touched
the hearts of many people and was always a great support to those

in times of need. This was most evident through his thoughtful and
uplifting letter writing and his regular personal visits…. John devoted
his life to helping those less fortunate than others. When he took
his religious vows he made five special promises: a vow of Poverty,
Chastity, Obedience, Stability in the Institute and to teach the poor
gratuitously. There is no doubt this was the way he led his life and St
John Baptist de La Salle would have been proud of him.”
(Br Kevin Moloney) “How then do WE “sum up” Brother John
Mitchell as to WHO he was for each of us …WHO he remains now for
each of us? Perhaps John would have lead us along these thoughts…
You can shed tears now, because I am gone OR you can smile in
the many remembrances we shared during my life.
Your heart can be empty now because you cannot see me OR you
can recall with fondness the love that we shared.
You can remember me only because I have gone OR you can
cherish our memories and let them live on.
What I want you to do is smile; open your eyes; love and GO ON.”

Oakhill College Staff 1964. Br John (Nivard) Mitchell (left, front row).

Hermann Christian Fischer
(1930 – 2013)

T

he College was saddened to hear the news of the passing of
our long time friend and farmhand, Hermann Fischer. Hermann
passed away on 21 May 2013. Hermann’s connection with
Oakhill College began in the 1980’s when Br Peter McIntosh was the
Headmaster. Hermann along with his daughter were members of the
Pony Club that had more than 100 horses on the College site. In an
article published in the Northern News in 2005, Hermann is quoted as
saying “Who would have thought that over 30 years ago when I was
handed a bucket by Br Peter, the then Headmaster, and asked if I had
a couple of minutes to feed the mare at the bottom of the paddock
that I’d still be here?”
In 2005 the newest sports field was named Hermann Oval in
recognition of Hermann’s outstanding service to the College. The site
of the oval was once that of the church paddock, where many of the
College’s animals grazed. Whilst Hermann was proud of the new
sporting Oval he was quoted as saying “I’ve threatened everyone that
if any more land is taken away from the animals, I’m going to let the
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cows graze on ‘my’ so-called oval.”
Hermann was one of the most enthusiastic and hardworking
volunteers at Oakhill. He worked seven days a week helping to feed
the animals; assisted students with their agricultural projects and
prepared exhibits for the College’s Open Days. In 2001 Hermann
was named Oakhill College Volunteer of the Year. The award was
presented to Hermann by the then Federal MP for Mitchell, Alan
Cadman. Hermann’s care of the animals was such an inspiration to
the students at the College. Hermann’s generosity, care and concern
for all those associated with the Agriculture Department and the wider
Oakhill Community was greatly appreciated.

Andrew James Smith 1965 - 2014
(Class of 1982)
– “Loyalty Treasured by All”

P

aul Collins (Class of 1982) writes: “On the 3rd of January this
year many of us lost a dear friend in Andrew Smith (Class 1982)
just short of his 49th birthday. We lost a man with a wit second
to none, a sense of humour that was infectious to all around and a
loyalty to those close to him that that we all treasured.
On graduating from Oakhill in 1982 and armed with further tertiary
qualifications, Andrew went to work with the Smith Snack Food
Company where he remained all his working life of 30 years, taking
him around Australia and the world.
His passion was horse racing which was exemplified when he
and his good mate Mark Wilkin rushed out of their HSC Geography
exam early to get home to cheer on the 1982 Melbourne Cup. Andrew
was to find success as a race horse-owner having part ownership
in Group One winning horses in Shamrocker (2011) and Shamexpress
(current), which also to took him to Royal Ascot in London in 2013. He
loved his Eastern Suburbs Roosters and their success in winning the
premiership last year was something he did “crow” about.
Andrew is survived by his fiancé Jane, his brother Adam (1984)
and sister in law Nicole (nee Bloomfield 1984) and their kids, and the
absolute love of his life, his mum Tricia.
Rest in peace Andrew for your job is done. You touched many of
us with joy and kindness and left behind a spirit that will live in each
of us forever.”

A message from Craig Dwyer (Class of 1976)

D

For those wanting to celebrate the life of Andrew a function is
being arranged on Saturday 31 May 2014 at a venue TBA. Email Paul
Collins (1982) on keg132@gmail.com for further information.

and advise your interest and we will get the ball rolling.
Look forward to hearing from you.

id you ever face Chris Rowlands, Paul Senior or Dom Kennedy in
the nets? Did you ever leave the Venus room with Mark Beverly
in the wee small hours? Did you ever see Matt Hingerty take
the opening bowlers apart, only to see him freeze in the face of the
off spinner? Did you ever see Craig Dwyer move a fieldsman and the
batsman caught their next ball?
Did you ever see an opposition score book with Eric Scheeren’s
names spelt correctly? Last one is a trick question.
If you answered yes to one of these questions, then you played
cricket for the Oakhill Old Boys CC between 1976 and 1995. It’s probably
a great time to arrange a reunion of the good and the great from this
era. At this stage there are no specific plans, but we would like to
garner interest in such an occasion.
Contact Craig Dwyer – ozdwyers@optusnet.com.au
Eric Scheeren – eric@linknetcomputing.comau
Steve Youngman – stevey@linknetcomputing.com.au
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Front Row: Chris Betar, Leo Ning, Paul Jones, Peter Leotta, Robert Templeton.
Second Row: Leo Scully, Tony Caruso, Garth Cootes, Stephen Kendal, Michael Dowd.
Back Row: John Flynn, Richard Scarf, Brian Russell, Denis Callahan, Michael Berecry.

O

n 1 March 2014 a small group of alumni from the Classes of
1963, 1964 & 1965 gathered to celebrate fifty years since
walking down the Oakhill Drive for the last time. The rain
stopped just in time for the guided tour of the College. The Adrian
Building was a major focus for our Alumni as they attempted (in
vain) to locate their classrooms, chapel and dormitories! The display
of the Year Books from this era prompted so many memories and
stories. We are hoping to host a Reunion Luncheon for the Class of

Michele Angelo Mascaro, Robert Templeton, Peter Leotta.

AVA
N
AVANT
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T
CONSTRUCTIONS
Est. 1976

1965 sometime in 2015. Comments we received after the reunion
included “I would like to thank Br Ray and all the others who made
Saturday’s Reunion the enjoyable occasion it was.” (Chris Betar)
and “Many thanks to Br. Raymond and Carmel. Speaking for myself I
really enjoyed meeting up with some old classmates of some fortynine years ago. As I mentioned at the time most us had a fantastic
experience at Oakhill and I still keep in contact with many of my old
classmates and some of our teachers.” (Denis Callahan)

Michael Berecry, Chris Betar, Paul Jones, Richard Scarf, Br William Shaw.
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CCONSTRUCTIONS
O
N S T R U C T I O N S P TPTY
LTD
PHONE: 9671 4344 WEBSITE: www.avant.com.au

PHONE: 9671
4344
WEBSITE:
www.avant.com.au
ADVANCE
WITH
QUALITY
THROUGH
EXPERIENCE

COMMERCIAL DOMESTIC INDUSTRIAL

Avant Constructions provides a professional and quality service in commercial, domestic and industrial construction. Our commitment to the project from
commencement to completion has earned Avant Constructions a reputation for reliability, honesty and safety.

Unit 1, 51 Owen Street, Glendenning NSW 2761 Ph: (02) 9675 4400 Fax: (02) 9675 5600 Web: www.avant.com.au
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• New Builds
• Refurbishments
• Extensions
• Civil Works
• Joinery
• Steel / Metal Fabrications

• Builders Lic. No. 22343
• Member MBA
since 1982
• Member HIA
since 1978

There’s a place for you on our team
Team Oakhill
is joining the Ride to Conquer
Cancer on October 11-12

Our Goals
• spread awareness about cancer prevention
and management
• raise funds for cancer treatment, research and
support services
• represent our school and the Hills community
• have a great experience !

Ready for your next challenge?
Ride 200 km over 2 days, through some of New South
Wales’ most beautiful scenery. It’s one of the most well
organised events you will ever experience, catering for all
abilities. The $ 50 registration fee covers all meals, transport,
accommodation and support. So give it a go !

What can Team Oakhill offer?
• help to meet your target fundraising goal
• a Team Oakhill jersey and shorts
• professional cycling training for all abilities, including a
power cycle session and bike skills clinics
• a discount on pre-event bike servicing.

What do I do next?
To join Team Oakhill register on our website or Facebook
page, or call 1300 33 RIDE (7433), quote participant number
880148-3 (David O’Connor) and say you will join Team Oakhill.
Information nights will be held at Oakhill College at 6:30 pm on
Thursday April 3, Wednesday April 23, and Thursday May 1.

Purchase gear or 3D
bike fitments from our
sponsor, Onebody
Health and Fitness,
Castle Hill, and they
will donate 10% of all
sales to Team Oakhill.

To register for the info night or find out more about the ride, go
to the RTCC site sy14.conquercancer.org.au/goto/teamoakhill
Any questions about team Oakhill or anything else? visit our
facebook page www.facebook.com/TeamOakhill.
Or call David O’Connor 0413 313 309.
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30 minutes from Castle Hill, 1 hour from Sydney

Truly the perfect wedding venue…
When you book with Loxley, the venue is exclusively yours…
Accommodation for 50 people available onsite.

Enquire about our Special Offer for ex-students.
For more information please contact us on (02) 4567 7711
or visit www.loxleyonbellbirdhill.com.au
993 Bells Line of Road, Kurrajong Hills NSW 2758

GCA ELECTRICAL can provide specialised
service and solutions in the following areas:
• General electrical breakdown service
• Commercial & industrial electrical installations
• Data and telecommunication installation
• Fuel and LPG specialisation
• Hazardous location repairs and installation
• Microwave and radiation testing
• Emergency lighting and evacuation systems
• Specialist in lighting solutions
• Digital air gauge installation and maintenance
• Home automation
• Separator systems service and maintenance
• PA Systems
• Signage
GCA Electrical Pty Ltd. Suite 11/15 Terminus Street, Castle Hill 2154
Phone 1300 GCA 000 Fax: (02) 8853 3111 Email: sales@gcaelectrical.com.au www.gcaelectrical .com.au
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