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TEAM INDIA 2012
Children in India are automatically assigned into a
caste system that determines their position in life.
Just like our own old class system, some children in
India are born into wealth and privilege while the
majority of young people suffer extreme poverty.
As a result of this poverty many children are
abandoned, are not accepted into mainstream
schools, become child labourers, have their lives
directly or indirectly affected by HIV, and are
shunned by their own society.
Our 2012 Team India group, made up of forty
students and eight staff, travelled and lived with these
young people. Young people who are cruelly targeted
as the lowest of the low, the poorest of the poor, and
are given the disturbing title of being untouchable.
The good news is that the work of the Oakhill
community, the Lasallian Foundation, and the
students who make up Team India 2012, has
embraced children classed in their own country as
untouchable. Matchbox cars, football boots, stuffed
toys, mother's day presents, pencils, toothbrushes,
Lego, cake stalls, and postcards. Bit by bit the

Oakhill family has worked throughout 2012 to
change our Lasallian world.
Team India painted cottages, planted trees, repaired
fences, and gave out hundreds of presents supplied by
the College community. While Team India presented
material goods to these children in need, we hope
the enduring memory is the two weeks where forty
Oakhill students gave up their holidays to hold out
their hand to people who are otherwise shunned.
They reached out with laughter, games, thumb wars,
some very daggy dancing, secret handshakes, English
lessons, and most importantly simply showing them
that they are cared for. These children
now know that they have family and
friends at Oakhill.
Team India 2012, including the staff
who worked alongside them - Mr
Gillogly, Mr Valencic, Mr Butler, Mrs
Hann, Mrs Findlay, Mrs Thornely,
and Miss Cummings epitomise what
it means to be Lasallian. Team India
have lived out the guiding principle
of brotherhood and sisterhood and
I thank them for their commitment
and effort.
Please support the Lasallian
Foundation by going to
www.lasallianfoundation.org
Chris Goodman

Celebrating Our Past – Building Our Future

The De La Salle Brothers prepare for a New Leader
Br Mark McKeon, who taught at Oakhill from 1999
to 2003, will take over as Provincial of the District
of Australia, New Zealand, Pakistan and Papua New
Guinea on January 1st 2013. For the past eight
years, Br Ambrose Payne has led the Lasallian family
in these countries.
A highlight during Br Ambrose's tenure as leader
has been his facilitation of the restructuring of our
District, which resulted in Pakistan formally becoming
part of our Lasallian family. This was a significant
change for our District and resulted in a major shift in
resources, both financial and personnel.
Reflecting on his role as leader for the past eight
years Br Ambrose said, "The overwhelming
sentiment of which I am conscious is my total
gratitude to God for the opportunity to have served
as leader. That opportunity has afforded me the
immense privilege of coming to understand the
dedication, frequently of heroic proportions, that
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Brothers and Lasallian Partners manifest consistently
and unreservedly as they carry on the Lasallian
mission in such scattered and diverse settings."
Since he left Oakhill at the end of 2003 Br Mark has
been the Director of Vocations and Youth Ministry.
During the last nine years his work with teachers
and young people has taken him to Pakistan, the
Philippines, Sri Lanka, India, Malta and Rome.
When asked about taking on his new role he
said, "I am looking forward to the opportunities
that will come my way with a real sense of hope
and enthusiasm. I appreciate the support I have
already received from many people. During my
time as coordinator of vocation promotion and
youth ministry programs, I have seen firsthand the
generosity of many young people and teachers.
It is important that the Brothers honour this
commitment with our support, encouragement and
accompaniment."

Vale Brother Justin Joyce fsc
Brother Justin served at Oakhill from 1996 to 2009
and is remembered by alumni, parents and staff
as an engaging, intelligent and deeply spiritual
man who set an example for what it means to be
“LaSallian”. Following are excerpts from the eulogy
written by Brother Malachy Yates to celebrate
Brother Justin’s life:
“John Andrew Joyce joined the De La Salle Brothers
in 1953, after completing his Secondary studies at
De la Salle College Marrickville. It was only 2 days
ago that I learnt from a member of the Oakhill
College Staff, that he had repeated his Leaving
Certificate, so that when he received the Habit of
the Brothers of the Christian Schools on 22nd June
1953, 59 years ago, he was 18.
Justin's loyalty to those trusted to his care as a Brother
could only be termed fierce and determined. It
became even more so if he became aware of any
injustice being done to the little ones of the kingdom.”
Brother Justin served in Papua New Guinea from 1968
to 1974. “Towards the end of his time in Papua New
Guinea he became the Mission Education Secretary for
the local Diocese. In the terms of to-day, be would be
called the Diocesan Director of Education.
To speak with the local people, Justin had to
learn to speak Motu, the local language of Papua.
He became so successful in meeting the people
and the teachers that he was often invited by the
Government to do inspections of teachers and to
report on the quality of their teaching practice.
To reach these communities Justin would fly into one
of these remote communities, meet the local people
as well as the Parish Priest, examine the conditions
under which the schools operated. He would
then move on to the next village.
Oftentimes this would mean a 7 hour
walk though dense tropical jungle,
up one mountain and then down
into the next valley. He would carry
with him some simple supplies, such
as powdered soup, rice and tinned
fish for that little bit of protein so
necessary to maintain his health.

noticeboard, for all
to see. There was
no explanation of
the reason for the
decisions taken.
When Justin found
out about how those
who had attended
all the coaching
sessions were to be informed of their success or
failure, he just said "NO, we do not do it this way in
our school". As far as Justin was concerned, each boy
had to be told personally and privately and be given
a reason why he was chosen or not chosen, why he
was to play in one position and not another and who
was to be captain and vice-captain.
I was Brother Justin's Director when he retired from
classroom teaching at Oakhill College. So often in my
own teaching career, whenever students discovered
that I had taught Science, they would pose the
question, how could I be a science teacher and a
Christian at the same time? Somewhere students
seem to get the idea that Science and Religion are
incompatible. I am sure that Brother Justin heard
similar sentiments expressed by his many students.
So I raised the following question to Justin at this
significant moment of retirement. "Justin what have
you learnt from teaching Physics for 50 years?" His
answer was simple. "This world could only have
been created by a loving God". For me this was an
example of his personal Lasallian integration which
Brother Justin had achieved with the help of God's
grace and which is the foundation of success as a
Christian Teacher.” Brother Justin was truly: “a teacher
to the end”. May he rest in peace.

Brother Justin was extraordinarily
sensitive to students' feelings. He was
a coach of one of the Rugby teams
at Oakhill College. It was the task of
the assistant-coach to announce the
members of the team In the past when
it came to choosing the team it had
been the custom for this assistantcoach to place the list of names of
the successful candidates on a School
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Ex-Student News
donated computer equipment to help the hospital track
patient on-going care.
Andrew and Michael’s father, Bill, wrote, “You can well
imagine the climatic and accommodation conditions the
brothers worked under while we, in Sydney, were moaning
about wet summers and cold winters. The juxtaposition of
our safe, comfortable life in Australia and the difficult lives of
"service" that the boys were experiencing in the mountains
on either side of the Hindu Kush really made me stop and
appreciate how fortunate we are in this wonderful country.
I hope your students find the Duncan brothers story as
inspirational as I do. Perhaps it will help them better value
their College and all that it teaches.”

Jocelino Jorge – Class of 2005
Andrew in Afghanistan

Jocelino writes from London, “I first picked up my tennis
racket at Oakhill College. I entered the ISA competition and
local competition when I entered Oakhill. I then progressed
and captained the First team in 2004 and 2005.
As soon as I graduated from Oakhill, I entered the field
of Tennis Officiating and officiated my first International
Tournament in 2006. Luckily, I progressed quickly and
received my International ITF Accreditation not long after.
I went into full time officiating from 2009. I was fortunate
enough to work on the ITF, ATP and WTA curcuits during
my career as a tennis umpire. I am also privileged to have
seen some of the worlds most amazing places and meet extra
ordinary people along the way.

Michael volunteer work in Nepal

Andrew Duncan – Class of 2006
and Michael Duncan – Class of 1995

After having been away from home for 10 months every
year as a travelling umpire, I decided to head to London
to pursue my dreams of umpiring at the Olympics. Not
long after arriving in London, I was offered a position with
the International Tennis Federation, the world's governing
body for the sport of tennis. There I am in charge of Global
Sponsorships for our events. Although I am still Internationally
Accredited for Tennis Officiating, I do much less umpiring
than before. Nowadays, I only get to travel to our major
events, which includes the Grand Slams, Davis Cup, Fed
Cup and of course, the Olympics. I followed my dream and
luckily for me it came true. Now the next 4 years should be
interesting. Rio 2016, perhaps? Only time will tell!”

Andrew volunteered to join the Australian Army three years
ago. He has been attached to the American Pacific Fleet
support ship, USS Mercy, as an engineer working with civic
aid teams throughout South East Asia ... rebuilding schools,
hospitals and other community facilities destroyed by natural
disasters ... and was with Mentoring Task Force Four in
Afghanistan. For most of this year he was driving armoured
"Bushmasters" in resupply convoys to remote outposts and
clearing mines and other explosive devices so that the local
families could go about their lives in safety.
Meanwhile, Andrew's older brother, Michael (also a one-time
soldier) has for the past three years given up his vacation
time (from his job as an IT systems architect ) to work as
a volunteer in a Nepalese hospital as a wardsman and
operating theatre assistant with his wife, Kylie who is an RN
(who normally manages the operating theatres at RPA). Mike
has done advanced first aid training as a volunteer firefighter
and, in the poorly resourced health system of Nepal, did
everything from literally carrying patients to theatre (because
there are no trolleys) to manually working a bike pump to
pressurise a blood pressure cuff to suturing minor wounds and
operating the limited oxygen equipment. He also installed
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Jocelino at the London Olympics

Alex and Teresa in the Oakhill Chapel

Alex Cordina – Class of 2003
Alex and Teresa were married in the Oakhill College Chapel
by Fr Michael O'Callaghan on 17th March, 2012. Alex's
brother Joseph (Class of 2010), cousin Chris Lord (Class of
2003) and classmate Jonathan Ivey (Class of 2003) were his
groomsmen. Alex and Teresa enjoyed a wonderful wedding
reception at the Crowne Plaza, Norwest followed by a
honeymoon in Vanuatu. Alex is a qualified carpenter and
builder and currently works as a Site foreman at MPA Projects
and Teresa works for a finance company as Executive Assistant
to the CEO.

a perfect balance of work and play. Teena also wrote, "My son
Daniel commenced in Year 7 this year and I am still recalling
many wonderful memories and reminiscing alongside him.
The mixture of pride and nostalgia felt is priceless. I loved
sport and represented Benildus as Sports Captain . I graduated
from Benildus Hall, went on to study radiography, and
following further study now practice Ultrasound. I pray Daniel
is also blessed with as many happy memories , experiences
and opportunities as I was."

Harrison Spiteri – Class of 2012

Harrison with Best Apprentice Award

Harrison Spiteri left Oakhill
in Year 10, 2010 to pursue
a career as an Electrician.
Harrison completed his first
year of his trade through
the Anglican Technical
College Western Sydney,
and will complete his HSC
this October. Harrison’s
work ethic and skills were
recently recognised when
he was awarded the Best
Apprentice for Excellence
in all Trades. Harrison is
thoroughly enjoying his
apprenticeship with Wizz
Electrical Services.

Teena Vicaretti (nee Bond) – Class of 1981
Teena graduated from Oakhill College in 1981. In recent
correspondence Teena wrote of her fond memories of her time
spent at Oakhill. She remembers Brother Paul Rogers was the
Senior School Principal at that time and the atmosphere was

Teena Vicaretti and son Daniel
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Eli presenting a framed Kookaburra’s shirt to the College

Eli Matheson – Class of 2001
Eli started playing hockey at age 10, following his mother,
brother and sister into the sport. In 2005 he was awarded
a scholarship to the Australian Institute of Sport, and the
same year made his debut for Australia at the Sultan Azlan
Shah Cup in Malaysia. He was a member of the Australian
team that won the 2008 Champions Trophy in Rotterdam
and was selected for his first Olympic Games later that year.
In Beijing he scored a hat trick in the Kookaburra's 10-0
thumping of South Africa in the group stage, and also got on
the scoresheet in the 6-2 victory over the Netherlands in the
bronze medal match.

been great - apart from the relatively poor performance of
Australia's athletes (something my British friends remind me
of every time see them) - and the atmosphere in London has
been electric.
Although my original plan was to stay until the Olympics had
finished, I am now married to a lovely English girl named
Sarah and am very happy in London. Who knows, maybe I
can convince her to move to Brazil for 2016?”

Eli now lives in Amsterdam where he plays professional
hockey. Earlier this year Eli visited the College to present
a framed Kookaburra’s shirt signed by the team that won
the Bronze medal at the Beijing Olympics. The visit was
co-ordinated by Pat McCabe, past parent and College
Advisory Board member.

Michael McArdle – Class of 1999
Michael writes from London, “After graduating in 1999 and
moving on to a Bachelor of Landscape Architecture from
UNSW, I worked for a large multi-disciplinary design firm
in Sydney working primarily on the legacy conversion of the
Olympic park at Homebush.
In 2003 I moved to London and when the city won the 2012
Olympics in July 2004 I made the decision to stay until the
event to be involved in another games preparation and also
to continue my rugby career. I have played National League
rugby in England and been selected in 16 tests for the Maltese
National side, my country of heritage.
Over the last eight years I have been involved in the
landscape and public realm planning and construction
management for the Olympic Park in East London. As
Landscape Director of two different large construction
companies I managed the landscape and civil works around
both the Main Stadium and Velodrome and also the North
Park landscape works - one of the centre pieces of the park in all a construction value of over £60million.
It was a great project to be involved in and I was very proud
to see the finished article showcased during the games
(and not falling apart when people used it!!). The sport has
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Michael and Sarah

James and Lindsey (nee Green) Camden
– Class of 2003
James and Lindsey were married in the De La Salle Chapel on
April 14, 2012, a wedding that reflected James and Lindsey’s
Oakhill and LaSallian involvement: James’ brother Michael
(Class of 2008) was a groomsman. Ex-staff Tony and Karen
Merrick, Adam Majsay (Class of 1995) and Katrina Gooding
provided the music and singing for the wedding. Br Mark
McKeon served as Eucharist Minister and Bob Munday
(Assistant Principal) led the wedding party in Grace at the
reception.
The reception was held at the Kirribilli Club in Lavendar
Bay. James and Lindsey then departed on their honeymoon,
spending two and a half weeks island-hopping around
Thailand. We wish the happy couple much joy in their
married life.

Mums & Dads, Children, Women, Men, business executives,
people with mental health and suicide concerns, Wall Street
Traders, smokers, people with addictions, performers,
personal trainers, spiritual healers, people who want to lose
weight, - you name it. Prior to this year I was only doing 1:1
coaching with people, but this year has seen me teaching
workshops and growing the coaching side of things also. I
now have clients overseas, and in Australia, and really love
teaching ma' stuff to groups of people!
In the next few months, I'll launch an actual website - yes
that's right, the "technical spaz" in me has put on some very
smart glasses and is now a "technical genius"… (says nobody
but me) and I'm opening up a few more workshops and
seminars starting in August of this year. I'm Super Stoaked! So
far though, the entire business has run word of mouth, which
I love, but I have never actually promoted it myself.
I'd like to extend an invitation to you personally to come
along and check out the workshops for yourself, or, pass on
the info about them to any of your friends or family who
you know of, in Sydney or the Central Coast, who you could
see benefiting from something like this. Obvioulsy I'm no
marketing guru, but I can tell you, I'm damn good at what I
do, and the last season of workshops was life-changing for the
people who attended.
Hayley can be contacted at hayley@elitelife.com.au

Luke Keary – Class of 2010
Luke continues to achieve in rugby league, winning the NYC
Best and Fairest Award for the Toyota Cup in 2012. Luke was
presented with the
award at the Souths
Cares Red and Green
Ball on October 5.

James and Lindsey

Hayley Carr – Class of 2003
Keen readers of The Oakhill Drive may recall that in August
2011 Hayley won the Open Female World Championship
Title in Kumite. Hayley recently updated us on her present
activities, ”I’d like to let you know what I have been up to
lately. I run a business in Peak Performance, Confidence,
health & lifestyle called Elite Life. I help people young and
old overcome and achieve anything they want, through
a modality called Neuro-Linguistic programming (NLP).
This is all based on utilising the knowledge we have of the
unconscious mind through quantum science… and its very
cool… In the past I have worked with Elite Athletes, Coaches,

Luke played in 24
of the 25 Toyota
Cup matches for the
Rabbitohs in 2012,
scoring 20 tries and
setting up another 30
throughout the season.
He was also named on
the bench in the 2012
Toyota Cup Team of the
Year.
We congratulate Luke
on his latest award.

Hi there,
My name is Christopher Zubrycki, owner of President Plumbing Solutions.
I can guarantee fast, professional, around the clock emergency service to all residents of the Hills Shire.
As an experienced, licenced plumber & builder, I have the expertise to give you solutions for all your
plumbing needs. We specialise in residential maintenance and construction. No job is too big or small.
President Plumbing will fix any problem you have, at a time that’s convenient for
you. Our customer care warranty, gives you the peace of mind you deserve. I invite
you and your friends to take advantage of our introductory rate today!!
I look forward to meeting with you personally,
Chris Zubrycki
Managing Director

Presidential Service is just a phone call away…
Book online today chris@presidentplumbing.com.au
www.presidentplumbing.com.au or call 0404 380 380
Contractor Lic. 243263C ABN. 28071296750
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Kieren Jack – Class of 2005
Kieren is a member of the AFL Premiership winning Sydney
Swans team. His playing honours
include Best and Fairest 2010;
AFL Rising Star nominee 2008;
international Rules Series 2010.
He has received sixteen career
Brownlow Medal votes.
Kieren’s father Garry - himself a
Kieren Jack with father Garry
highly successful Rugby League
player - wrote of the pride he and his wife Donna have in
Kieren, commenting that “he has bragging rights forever!”

John-Paul Pirrello
– Class of 2002
John-Paul now lives in The
Netherlands where he works
as a professional DJ under
the name NitrouZ. After a
number of years of travelling
the globe and learning his
craft Nitrouz was signed
to Fusion Records. His first
solo Fusion-release ‘Rhythm
Of Our Hearts’ was an
instant dancefloor hit and
also his co-production with
Toneshifterz ‘Origins Of Life’
was a massive crowd pleaser.

Matthew Pearson – Class of 2009
Matthew completed the Higher School Certificate in 2009,
scoring 95 in Industrial Technology-Timber. He also received
1st place in Industrial Technology-Timber, 1st Place in VET
Construction and won the prestigious Hills School Industry
Partnership Award for Outstanding Achievement in Vocational
Learning.
Matthew is attending the University of Tasmania studying
a Bachelor of Environmental Design with a major in Fine
Furniture. He is hoping to continue studies for his Masters
following the three year course.

NitrouZ plays a unique
blend of Hardstyle sure to
keep the crowd moving throughout his entire set. The energy
and enthusiasm he brings to the stage shows his absolute
suitability to DJ’ing. A set from DJ NitrouZ is never boring.
His performance behind the decks ensures his audience a
show they won’t soon forget.
NitrouZ will be performing in Sydney on Saturday December
8 at Bass Control 2012 at Sydney Olympic Park. Described as
“an aural assualt dedicated entirely to the harder side of the
dance spectrum. BASS CONTROL has been tailor-made for a
new generation of party people who like their beats too fast
and too furious and their bass invincible.”
Further details can be obtained from http://www.basscontrol.
com.au

Matthew’s designs and craftsmanship are receiving
considerable attention. His work featured in an exhibition
at the University of Tasmania, “Discovering Design Through
Furniture” in July. Several of his pieces were shown at
“Workshopped12” held in Sydney from 31 October to 25
November.
Matthew’s designs can be viewed at http://mattjpearson.
blogspot.com.au/

Chris and Sarah Cooper (nee Edwards)
– Class of 1998
Chris and Sarah are
proud to announce the
birth of their son, Xavier
James Cooper, who was
born Monday 30 July
2012.
Xavier, who is a happy
and healthy baby, looks
forward to hopefully one
day also attending Oakhill College and playing in the First XV!
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Cerro Candela, on the outskirts of Lima

Denise Beecroft – Class of 1979
For the past year, Denise has been working on a voluntary
basis with Mercy Sister Patricia MacDermott assisting women
living in poverty on the outskirts of Lima in Peru. The Mercy
Sisters (North Sydney Congregation), with the support of
volunteers such as Denise, have established women’s houses,

craft workshops, childcare centres and a medical centre to
help these women move out of the cycle of poverty.
Denise visited the area in July and writes: “It was a great
experience meeting the women and hearing their stories.
The area they live in is fairly run down - unsealed roads,
very basic housing, and in some areas (Cerro Candela) they
have only just had sewerage and electricity services turned
on this year. I think the biggest thrill for me was knowing
what I do here in Australia will have a direct effect on the
women in the workshop and their families. You can see the
improvements to their standard of living that have come from
regular employment and having the opportunity to better
educate their children. It's really life-changing. It was also
wonderful to see the two Mercy sisters Joan Doyle and Tricia
MacDermott putting their Christianity into action through
practical as well as moral support.”
To find out more about this very worthwhile work, visit www.
tikaperu.org

One of the new knitting machines

Oakhill College Limited
Oakhill College operates as a company limited by
guarantee and is governed by a Board of Directors
appointed by the Brother Visitor of the De La Salle

Brothers. Directors are selected to bring a range
of expertise and experience to ensure appropriate
governance of the College.
The Board currently consists of past parents Mr
David Collins (Chair), Mr John Puleo (Deputy Chair);
Mr Nic Vidot and Mrs Elizabeth Green, along with
ex-students Mr Chris McNicol and Mr Paul Shepherd.
The most recent addition to the Board is Mrs Mentie
Knowles, who has worked with the De La Salle
Brothers in various capacities for over twenty years.

Mr David Collins (Chair), Brother Ken (Principal), Mrs Mentie Knowles,
Brother Peter (Principal designate), Mr John Puleo (Deputy Chair) and Mrs
Elizabeth Green (seated)

The Board meets at least eight times a year and
meetings are attended by the Principal and Bursar.
In addition, the Board operates a number of subcommittees which draw on the particular expertise
of Directors and College staff.
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Doris Younane
– Class of 1981
Doris is well known
as an actress who
has appeared in the
television serials,
Heartbreak High, Sea
Change, Water Rats,
McLeod's Daughters
as well as a number of
movies including "Proof"
(with Hugo Weaving) and various stage plays.

raising more than their target of $3,000.
For more information on how you can raise funds to support
the Lasallian Foundation through Everyday Hero visit www.
everydayhero.com.au

Doris has now established an Acting Studio in Parramatta.
Further information can beobtained at www.
westsideactorsstudio.com.au

Dean Canto – Class of 1998
Dean and co-driver David Reynolds won second place in the
2012 Bathurst 1000 kilometre race in October with a margin
of only 0.3 seconds from winner Jamie Whincup.
Dean is now regarded as one of the leading Australian V8
Supercar drivers with a range of titles to his name. When not
racing Dean works with the Sydney Stunt Driving School.
You can follow Dean’s successes at www.canto.com.au

The Chaney tuktuk

Andrew Heffernan – Class of 2006 RIP
Andrew Heffernan, 23 was tragically killed on 26 May this
year and over 700 family, friends and community members at
St Bernadette's Castle Hill attended a moving funeral service
on 31 May for him. He will be remembered as a fun-loving,
loyal son, brother, boyfriend and friend to those who knew
and loved him and will be forever sadly missed.
Andrew was born to Lisa and Kym Heffernan on 27 October
1988, the eldest of four boys and was much loved and adored
by his younger brothers: James 21 (class of 2009), Patrick 19
(Class on 2011) and Thomas 16 (currently in Year 10) as well
as his Mum and Dad.
Andrew attended primary school at St Bernadette's Castle Hill
from 1995-2000 and commenced at Oakhill College in 2001.
Andrew and his family had a short time in Taiwan in 2002/03
and he returned to Oakhill College in Year 9 in 2003.

Dean Canto at the Bathurst 1000

Andrew Pasterfield – Class of
2007
Andrew has continued his successful
swimming career with his results at
the London 2012 Paralympics. Andrew
won Gold in the men’s S10 4x100metre
medley relay and Bronze in three
events - the S10 50metre freestyle, the
100metre freestyle and the 4x100metre
freestyle relay. Of his results, Andrew
told the Hills News that they “eclipsed
all my wildest expectations”.
We congratulate Andrew on his achievement.

Josh Chaney – Class of 2008
Congratulations to Malcolm and Josh Chaney, father and
son team who have just successfully and safely completed
the Lanka Challenge, a 1,500 kilometre tuktuk race around
Sri Lanka. They embarked on a true test of character,
resourcefulness, endurance and navigational skills pushing
themselves to the limit driving a tuktuk through the crazy
streets and roads of Sri Lanka in impossible traffic and terrain.
Through Everyday Hero, Malcolm and Josh used their
adrenalin pumping adventure to support the Lasallian
Foundation's projects for underprivileged children and
orphans rebuilding their lives after the war in Sri Lanka,
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Andrew, or Heff as he was better known to his many friends
and classmates, graduated from Oakhill College in 2006,
partially completed a business degree at UTS, travelled
overseas and worked in a number of other positions before
finally starting a career in Property Management. He planned
to resume his studies in 2013, part-time while taking up a
new position in Property Management that he never got the
chance to commence.
Like a lot of us, Heff loved his sport, in particular Rugby with
his mates in the Third XV. Oakhill College has very kindly
created a perpetual trophy, the Andrew Heffernan Award for
the Most Outstanding Player of the Third XV Rugby team.
Heff also met the
love of his life, Kate
Ashworth, at Oakhill
College and made
many of his closest
friendships at both
St Bernadette's and
Oakhill College.
The world is a
sadder place without
Andrew's beaming
smile, big laugh, sense
of humour, love of his
family and friends.
But he will be forever
young and live on in
all the thoughts and
hearts he touched in
his too-short life.

Three generations
of Oakhill students;
Four generations
of Lasallian Education
Mitchell Smith is a
current year 7 student.
His father Peter Smith,
left Oakhill in 1984
having started Oakhill
in year 5, whilst
Mitchell’s grandfather,
Niel Dodd left Oakhill
in 1955. Mitchell’s
great-grandfather, Evan Niel Dodd with grandfather Evan Dodd
Dodd, was a student at
De La Salle Ashfield until 1921.
Nicole Smith, Mitchell’s mother, writes, “My grandfather
attended De La Salle Ashfield, and when my
grandparents married and settled in Pennant Hills, my
grandfather was pleased that there was a De La Salle
school for his son to attend. My father Niel Dodd was
one of the first day students (non-boarding) at Oakhill.
When my parents married we also lived at Pennant
Hills. However only having two girls we were sent
to Mount Saint Benedicts. As it happened I married
an ex-Oakhill student Peter Smith, and when our first
son was born it was an easy decision that we would
follow the family tradition and send Mitchell to Oakhill.
Mitchell has two younger brothers, Luke and Jake, who
will also follow the family tradition and attend Oakhill.
Peter's sister Tania McDonald (Class of 1983) and
her husband Graham McDonald (Class of 1981) also
attended Oakhill. And my cousin Joel Teasdel (Class
of 1994) attended Oakhill. As you can see we have a
strong family tie with the College and are very happy
to continue the tradition.”

Mitchell Smith with father Peter Smith and grandfather Niel Dodd
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Twelve Years of The Oakhill Drive
The first volume of The Oakhill Drive was produced
in October 2000. The name of the publication was
chosen by then Principal, Brother Chris Gorringe
(Class of 1961). Brother Chris believed the name
would resonate with all alumni who walked the drive
on a daily basis. In this he has proven to be correct!
That first edition was mailed to just over 4,000
members of the College community - mainly
ex-students. Unfortunately almost 2,000 of these
were returned as the addresses we had on record
were out of date! Today, The Oakhill Drive is mailed
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to 18,000 ex-students, past and current parents and
friends of the College located in 23 countries. I am
pleased to say that only a handful are now returned.
Many people have contributed to The Oakhill Drive
over the past 12 years. The most steadfast of these has
been Mrs Heather Muirhead, College Archivist, who
is known to many ex-students for her work in the
College library, the Show Team and the Science Club.
But the most important contributors are you: the
readers of this publication. Keep letting us know
what you are doing and where you are.

"LORD OF THE FLIES"
October saw the Year 10 Drama students perform
William Golding's classic story "Lord of the Flies"
over four sold out nights. The play served as the
students final Practical Task after two years of
Drama study. Encompassing the skills of realism and
characterisation the stranded characters in Golding's
story took their audience on the spell binding
journey of watching the disintegration of civilization
and a descent into savagery.
The lead roles of Piggy, Ralph and Jack were
shared between Lorenzo Rodriguez, Ben Anderson,
Jackson Mills, Tom Waddups, Aaron Hutt and
Dallas Reedman. The stage crew, led by Joey
Toubji, worked with real pigs’ skulls and pigs’ heads
mounted on sticks; while the lighting and sound
crew created key moments of fires, storms and the
heat of a deserted island.
Through performance and interaction with the script,
set and costumes, the Drama students came to
realise what the conch and Piggy's glasses stood for
and the violent conclusion left all questioning the
universal and inherent brutality of man; and the ever
present moral struggle against it.
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Oakhill Alumni stand for Public Office
In the recent NSW Council elections, five ex-students stood for office. Four of these
whose stories appear below were elected; the other, Claudia Bowman (Class of
2000), was just “pipped at the post”.
Edward Mandla – Class of 1980
Councillor Edward Mandla's career spans three decades in business intertwined with
making voluntary contributions to the broader community. He has held leadership
roles in Australian and multinational organisations including the Australian Computer
Society, Alt-U Asia Pacific Search, Computer Associates, Resumix (now Yahoo), Protech
Microsystems and AST Computers (now Samsung).
Councillor Mandla has sat on a number of Federal Government ministerial task forces
and mentored young entrepreneurs under the Step Up Program. He has advised on
technology policy and is a past President of the Australian Computer Society where he
was made an Honorary Life Member in 2007. Councillor Mandla is Vice President of
the Consensus Australia Technology Association and is a Judge at the annual Consensus
Software Awards.
Councillor Mandla has authored columns for The Australian, Sydney Morning Herald, The Age and a number
of magazines. He has also made numerous radio and television appearances. Academically, Councillor
Mandla has a distinguished record. He received a 1st Class Honours degree in Commerce from the University
of New South Wales majoring in Information Systems. Councillor Mandla won the "Datec Prize" for best
honours thesis relating to information systems techniques used for commercial applications and he was also
awarded the 1st University Medal for outstanding academic achievement in information systems.
As a keen sportsman, Councillor Mandla is the 2012 Australia Masters Category Olympic Weightlifting champion
as well as a current NSW Masters record holder. Elected to the City of Sydney as Councillor in 2012, Councillor
Mandla is passionate about his role providing civic leadership, creative thought and an interface between the
residents of Sydney and Council. He brings a problem solving common sense approach to public office.

Peter Gangemi – Class of 2003
After Graduating from Oakhill, Peter completed a degree in Mechanical Engineering at
the University of New South Wales with first class honours. Peter is currently finishing a
PhD in Mechanical Engineering at the University of New South Wales, with his research
looking at reducing the structural and acoustic responses of submarines.
During his undergraduate studies, Peter became involved in volunteering in the local area,
being a member of the Hills Youth Committee, The Hills Relay for Life Committee, The Hills
Leo's Club and serving as the Hills Shire's Youth Ambassador in 2010. Earlier this year,
Peter was encouraged to put his name forward for Council, and fortunately, he was elected
to The Hills Shire Council from the second position of the Liberal Party ticket in North
Ward. At 26, Peter is the youngest ever councillor elected to the Hills Shire Council.
Peter stood for Council as he loves his local community and felt he could make a difference. His goals in
particular are to see Council continue to have a strong financial position, address the infrastructure backlog across
the Shire, improve the quality of roads across North Ward and increase the number of sporting fields in the Hills.
Peter also aims to listen to the community and provide increased support for our volunteer organisations, as being
a volunteer across many fields, he recognises the benefits to the shire that only our volunteers can provide. At the
time of writing, Peter has already been very busy attending a number of functions, meetings and briefings and
already loves his new role.
Peter comes from a family with a strong history at Oakhill with his Father Richard Gangemi (Class of 1970), Uncle
David Gangemi (Class of 1969) and brother Stephen Gangemi (Class of 2005) all attending the College, and David
becoming a teacher at the College in the 1970's. Peter looks back at his time at Oakhill very fondly, and in his
spare time loves to run having completed 19 City to Surf's and 7 Marathons, and also attends all the Central Coast
Mariners matches with his best friend Chris Puleo (Class of 2003).
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Ryan Tracey – Class of 1999
Ryan Tracey joined the Labor Party in 2003 and decided to become active in local
politics. Since that time Ryan ran for Council in 2008 and the State Election for Castle
Hill in 2011.
Professionally Ryan's working life began in Real Estate in Sydney's lower north shore,
Ryan realised that his passion was in helping the disadvantaged in our community.
Currently Ryan is a Manager for a Large not for profit NGO Disability Service Provider
based in Sydney's North.
Of becoming a councillor Ryan wrote, “ I always wanted to become involved in
Politics, I think a lot of good can be done on the community level. Instead of being
on the sidelines, you can get involved and make a difference to the quality of
people's lives.”

Antony Anisse – Class of 2004
Antony writes, “I was born in the Hornsby Shire 25 years ago and I have lived in and
around it ever since. My family and I have found the Hornsby Shire to be a wonderful
area where we have enjoyed a great quality of life. The bushland characteristics of the
Shire and its proximity to the various town centres make it a truly unique place to live.
In 2010, I completed my Economics and Law degree at Macquarie University and am
currently practising as a solicitor with TressCox Lawyers. I have been a member of
the Young Liberals since 2009 and have always had a particular interest in politics. I
have been actively involved in local church, school and sports groups that are driven
towards promoting multiculturalism together with providing youth with the opportunity
to engage with the community through cultural and sporting events.
A priority while in office is to incorporate my skills gained as a professional into the review and refinement
of Council's policy framework. I will focus upon the reduction of unnecessary expenditure and encourage
efficiency which will ultimately result in benefits being provided back to the residents of the Hornsby Shire.
I will engage in strategic planning with the community to improve and provide necessary infrastructure
together with enhancing programs concerning small businesses, working families, the aged and our youth.
I believe that community engagement, a balanced strategy and responsible decision making is vital to ensuring
that the Hornsby Shire will be an even better place to live for decades to come.”

MYSTERY PHOTO
Can you identify
the people in this photo?
A prize will be awarded to
the person who is the first to
correctly name them.
Send entries to Steve Molloy
at the College or email
drive@oakhill.nsw.edu.au
The winner of the Mystery
Photo competition in Volume 24
was Jordan Smith of the
Class of 2011.
(NB: College staff are ineligible to enter
this competition!)
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Oakhill College Alumni of Distinction
Fr Hugh Brown – Class of 1968
Area of Achievement: Education
Father Brown attended Oakhill from 1963 to 1968. He is
a Carmelite priest currently working within the Diocese
of Sale as Parish Priest of Churchill and Chaplain to
Monash University, Gippsland. Early in his ministry,
Hugh taught Theology and Biblical Studies at the Yarra
Theological Union, Box Hill and McAuley Teachers
College, Mitchelton before it became the Queensland
Campus of the Australian Catholic University.
After that, he spent 8 years as Principal of Whitefriars
College, Donvale and then Parish Priest of Our Lady of
Mount Carmel, Middle Park and St Joseph's Parish, Port
Melbourne. Prior to coming to Churchill, Hugh worked for
the Catholic Education Office in the Diocese of Sale as the
Secondary Educational Consultant and continues to teach
Biblical Studies in the Scalan Program of the Diocese
which aims to equip leaders in Catholic Education with
an introduction to Theology and Biblical Studies. He also
conducts seminars for parishes and schools in the areas
of leadership and the formation of Christian communities.

Fr Hugh Brown receiving his Alumni of Distinction certificate from
Br Ken.

Grant Brits – Class of 2005
Area of Achievement: Sport
Grant attended Oakhill from 2000 to 2005. He is South
African born, and his mother swam for South Africa in
the 1970's.
At the 2007 World Aquatics Championships in Melbourne,
Grant competed in the 4 × 200 m freestyle relay. He swam
the third leg in the heats, posting a time of 1 min 48.73
seconds to help Australia qualify second fastest for the final.
He retained his position for the final, where he again swam
the third leg. He maintained third place throughout his
leg, and ended with a silver medal when Kendrick Monk
overtook his Canadian counterpart on the anchor leg.
Grant was selected in the squad for the 4 x 200 metre
freestyle relay for the 2008 Summer Olympics. He helped
Australia qualify sixth in the heats; he was the fastest of the
four heats swimmers. This effort resulted in the selectors
deciding to retain him for the final of the 4 x 200 metre
Grant Brits receiving his Alumni of Distinction certificate from Br Ken.
freestyle relay. He swam the third leg of the relay and the
Australian's managed to secure a surprise bronze in the event; handing Grant his first Olympic Medal.
Grant also won a Silver Medal in the 2007 World Championships (LC), 4 x 200 metre freestyle relay and
shortly afterwards was part of the 4 x 200 metre freestyle relay team which broke the World Record (SC). He
also secured a Gold Medal in the same event in the World Championships in 2008.
After graduating from Oakhill, Grant attended Macquarie University, where he completed a double degree:
a Bachelor of Applied Finance with a Bachelor of Commerce Majoring in Professional Accounting in
2009. Grant has taken an indefinite break from the international swimming arena to pursue a career in
Investment Banking.
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Dr Alex Hunyor – Class of 19565
Area of Achievement: Professional Achievement
Dr Hunyor attended Oakhill from 1950 to 1956. After
graduating with honours from University of Sydney Medical
School, Dr ABL Hunyor completed his residency training at
St Vincent’s Hospital and Ophthalmic training at Sydney
Eye Hospital. He was the second Retinal Fellow at Sydney
Eye Hospital in 1969. Commencing private practice in
1970, he established Chatswood Retina Service.
He is an expert in medical and surgical retinal diseases,
bringing over 40 years of experience in the field of retina.
Alex is an Emeritus Consultant to the Sydney Eye Hospital
Retina Unit. He is also an Inspector with the Sydney
Eye Hospital. In this role he checks the accreditation of
hospitals around Australian and New Zealand.
Alex was President of the Hungarian University Students’
Association during his days at Sydney University. He
established the Retina Fellowship program at the Eye
Hospital in 1992, the first Fellow being Dr Joseph Gyory
from Hungary. Subsequent Fellows have come from
across the globe, including Europe, the USA, India, Sri
Lanka, Malaysia and Wales.

Dr Alex Hunyor receiving his Alumni of Distinction certificate from
Br Ken.

Dr Jeffrey Carmichael AO – Class of 1968
Area of Achievement: Professional Achievement
Dr Carmichael attended Oakhill from 1967 to 1968. He is
presently CEO of Promontory Financial Group Australasia
(PFGA). Dr Carmichael advises clients on regulatory relations,
risk management, strategy and governance. He is also an
expert in regulatory structure, design and effectiveness.
He was, until June 2003, the inaugural Chairman of the
Australian Prudential Regulation Authority (APRA) which
has responsibility for regulating and supervising banks,
insurance companies and pension funds. His career
includes senior positions in a 20-year career with the
Reserve Bank of Australia, seven years as Professor of
Finance at Bond University, and appointment to a number
of Government inquiries including the Wallis Inquiry
into the Australian financial system, and the Queensland
Government's Audit Commission.
In addition to his full-time positions, he has served on a
number of Government and private sector Boards. In the Dr Jeffrey Carmichael receiving his Alumni of Distinction certificate
from Br Ken.
past decade he has served as Chairman of Tactical Global
Management Pty Ltd; the Australian Financial Institutions Commission; the Queensland Office of Financial
Supervision; and Starland Pty Ltd . He has served as a member of the boards of Colly Cotton Ltd, Atlantic 3 Funds
Management, and the Queensland Treasury Corporation. He has also held honorary positions as a member of
the Councils of Bond University and All Saints Anglican School.
Dr Carmichael has published over 40 professional articles in a number of the world's top economics and
finance journals, including the American Economic Review and Journal of Finance. He is also the author of
several books including The Development and Regulation of Non-Bank Financial Institutions, with Michael
Pomerleano of the World Bank.
Jeffrey has a Ph.D in economics from Princeton University, and Honours, Bachelors and Masters degrees in
Commerce from the University of NSW. In 1995, Dr Carmichael was awarded an Officer of the Order of
Australia (AO) for service to finance, education and the community.
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The Class of 1972 and guests

Reunion of the Class of 1972
The Class of 1972 held their 40 year reunion on 29
September. The event was split into two segments:
an afternoon tea at the College with an archival
display and a tour of the College, which of course
has changed significantly since 1972!
The evening cocktail function was held at the Epping
Club. Alumni were joined by Brother Ambrose
Payne, Brother John Mitchell (then Brother Nivard),
Mr Terry Farrell (who as Brother Walter was the
College Principal in 1972), Brother Bernard Carroll
(then Brother Michael) and Brother David Zande,
together with current College staff Steve Molloy,
Heather Muirhead and Doreen Palmer.
Alumni travelled from Adelaide, Coffs Harbour and

Brother Ambrose Payne, Mark De Stoop and Mark Ainsworth
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other areas of
NSW to attend
the functions.
Both functions
were enjoyed
by all, with
many memories
shared and
old friendships
renewed.
Formalities
Michael O’Brien
were kept to a
minimum with Michael O’Brien speaking on behalf
of the Class and Brother Ambrose and Terry Farrell
responding on behalf of the Brothers and the College.

The Hon Conrad Staff with Mr Terry Farrell

L-R: Leahnore Wright, Natalie Harmer (nee Hunter), Michelle Dunworth (nee Doherty), Maryanne Galea

Reunion of the Class of 1982
The Oakhill College Class of 1982 30-year reunion
was held on Friday 26th October at the Kirribilli
Club. This event had an exceptional attendance of
80 people, which included Miss Veronica Kosinar,
the Year 6 teacher of many of the "boys", Brother
Ken Ormerod, current Oakhill Principal and
English teacher for many of the group and Brother
David Zande.
It was wonderful to see so many people, many
of whom had travelled from interstate - Western
Australia, Queensland and Tasmania. Brother Ken
addressed the group at the beginning of the night
and was able to enlighten all regarding the huge
growth of the College in the last 30 years. The
group also remembered those of the cohort who
sent their apologies for the evening and those who

have passed away. One thing that really struck us
was the number of 1982 students who are current
parents at the College - Damian Anderson, Cathy
Sullivan, Wayne De Marco, Luke McDonald,
Carmel Christie, Rob McDermott, Natalie Harmer
and Mark Johnston. One of these even commented
that he only just realised tonight that the "Brother
Kenneth" who had taught him was the same person
as "Brother Ken" who is his Year 9 son's Principal!
Many stories were shared and catching up on
events of the last 30 years was impossible to do in
one evening. Modern technology has fortunately
contributed to much more interaction in the months
leading up to the night and the days afterwards with
many asking for another get-together much earlier
than 10 years down the track.

L-R: Rohan McDonald, Sally Hart (nee Davis), Paul Cunneen, Leahnore Wright, Brendan Roser, Carmel Christie (nee Gangemi)
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The Rock that’ll

make your

business

roll.

The
Hills

physioTherapy &
SPORtS iNjuRy CeNtRe

Need help talking to your prospects?
Blue Rock is a small, creative communications
business that can help your business roll.
We can bring your products and services alive
with strong selling ideas.
We specialise in making your marketing
dollar go further and work harder. Through superior
design, advertising, PR, sales promotion, direct
marketing at a realistic cost.

Treatment of: back pain • neck pain • arthritis
• sports injuries • all joint & muscle injuries
and aches & pains

PhiliP Camden

B.App.Sc., Dip. SportS Sc.

For a free consultation call 
Michael Martin on 0412 122 239 or visit our website

Physiotherapist

Ph: 9634 3462 Mob: 0403 190 456

at www.bluerock.net.au

Blue Rock

Suite 1, 281 Old Northern Rd.
Castle Hill NSW 2154

GCA ELECTRICAL

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
GCA ELECTRICAL can provide specialised
service and solutions in the following areas:
• General electrical breakdown service
• Commercial & industrial electrical installations
• Data and telecommunication installation
• Fuel and LPG specialisation
• Hazardous location repairs and installation
• Microwave and radiation testing
• Emergency lighting and evacuation systems
• Specialist in lighting solutions
• Digital air gauge installation and maintenance
• Home automation
• Separator systems service and maintenance
• PA Systems
• Signage

GCA Electrical Pty Ltd. Suite 11/15 Terminus Street, Castle Hill 2154
Phone 1300 GCA 000 Fax: (02) 8853 3111 Email: sales@gcaelectrical.com.au www.gcaelectrical .com.au
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