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Inaugural Alumni of Distinction Awards
On the evening of Saturday, 24 February 2012,
Oakhill College celebrated the induction of the
Inaugural Alumni of Distinction at the Crowne Plaza
Hotel in Norwest. The Alumni of Distinction Honour
Board was introduced by College Principal, Brother
Ken Ormerod, during the celebrations for the 75th
anniversary of the College.
The purpose of the Honour Roll is to acknowledge
the many past students who have made a significant
contribution to the community. Such contributions
have been made though the nominees' professional
life or as volunteers. Awards were given according to
the nominees area of distinction in the Arts, Religion,

Education, Sport, Military, Political, Professional
achievement or Community Service.
A selection committee consisting of staff, parents
and ex-students appointed by the Principal and chaired
by the College Bursar, Steve Molloy, received over one
hundred nominations. Twenty-five ex-students were
selected for the inaugural awards. Twenty of these were
able to personally attend the function, along with Ann
and Graham Brown accepting the award on behalf of
their son, Trooper Jason Brown, to receive their award
from the Principal.
Details of how you can nominate an ex-student for
the 2012 awards are supplied within this edition.

Back row (L to R):	Russell Garnett (Class of 1994), Grant Brits (Class of 2005); Paul Maher (Class of 1968); Bart Bunting (Class of 1993); Doctor Alex Hunyor (Class of 1956);
William Darwen (Class of 1955); Bishop Julian Porteous (Class of 1967); Greg Whitby (Class of 1971); Father Hugh Brown (Class of 1968); The Hon.
Conrad Staff (Class of 1972); John Dugas (Class of 1967); Professor Stephen Hunyor (Class of 1957).
Front row (L to R): Doctor Jeffrey Carmichael (Class of 1968); Warwick Anderson (Class of 1979); Garry Connell (Class of 1978); Linda Adair-Roberts (Class of 1979); Bayne
Kelly (Class of 1965); Doctor Stephen Kendal (Class of 1964); Graham and Ann Brown, parents of Trooper Jason Brown (Class of 1999 RIP); Phillip
	Bradac (Class of 1981).
Not present: 	Sir Anthony Siaguru (Class of 1966 RIP); Ben Quilty (Class of 1991); James Cowling (Class of 1999); Doctor Jimmy Lim (Class of 1963); Darren Spencer
(Class of 1990).

Celebrating Our Past – Building Our Future

Oakhill acquires new art
A feature of the 2012 Art in the Hills Show this year
was the introduction of an Acquisitive Art Prize.
Sponsored by Abate Cleaning Services, the ANZ
Bank and The Original Tuckerbag Company, a prize
of $5,000 was made available. Forty three entries
were received in the competition which was judged
by well known artist Patrick Shirvington (www.
artistpatrickshirvington.net/). The prize was awarded

to Graham Marchant for his painting “Studio
Window with Manuscript Postcards”. This painting
will be hung in the Principal’s office for the next
twelve months.
Graham’s painting is a worthy addition to the
College’s art collection, together with the work “The
Living Water” commissioned from Chris Tobin as
part of the College’s 75th anniversary celebrations.

Alumni of Distinction Nominations
The Alumni of Distinction Award was inaugurated
in 2011 as part of the College’s 75th anniversary
celebrations. The accomplishments of the 2011
inductees have been acknowledged in the pages
of the Oakhill Drive, at an awards dinner held
in February of this year, on a touch panel display
installed in the College’s reception area, as well
as in local media.
Nominations are now open for the 2012 awards.
A nomination form can be obtained by emailing
a request to drive@oakhill.nsw.edu.au or by
download from the Alumni section of the College’s
website at www.oakhillcollege.com.au
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Our purpose is not
simply to list the "rich
and famous" but rather
to acknowledge the
many past students who have made a significant
contribution to the community. Such contributions
may have been made though the nominee's
professional life or through community-based
activities. No matter what area of life - the Arts,
Religion, Education, Sport, Health for example
- we wish to record the College community's
appreciation of those contributions and encourage
you to participate in the process by nominating a
fellow ex-student.

Lasallian Foundation
“My name is Mark Kog, I come from Yongai in
the Central Province of Papua New Guinea. I live
approximately 116 km north of Port Moresby. The
other side of the Kokoda Trail.
Where I live there is only a clinic, with no stores
or transport. The three community schools that are
there have been closed due to the lack of teachers.
I desperately wanted to help our young ones grow
in knowledge and spirit in their society. I had heard
about the Sacred Heart Teachers Training College
in Port Moresby which is run by the De La Salle
Brothers. My parents were very alarmed that I was
thinking of making the journey to Port Moresby.
So I started
walking in
October last
year with six
of my friends
for company.
It took me
one week
walking from
my place
to Kokoda.
My feet
developed
sores. My knees gave me trouble. I waded across six
fast-flowing rivers. I climbed three rugged mountains.
While crossing one mountain range leading down to
the Burin River, we covered ourselves with plastics
and raincoats. The river was rising. It was in flood.
Was there a bridge? We did not know. There was
none. We walked into the bush and came back with
long sticks and thick vines to use as ropes. The river
took the first stick we through across.
Eventually we made our bridge.
Along the way, strangers made us
welcome in their villages and they
gave us food. I had only my bag with
my clothes and a raincoat. It always
rains along the Kokoda track. I spent
a week at Kokoda, then walked for
another week from Kokoda to the
Sacred Hearth Teachers Training
College. After two weeks of walking
with no shoes I had many cuts on
my feet.
Why did I take this journey with all it
fears, risks, pains and suffering? My
people and my place need me to be a
teacher, and that is what I want to do.”
Sacred Heart Teachers College
(SHTC) was established in 2009 to

help improve Papua
New Guinea’s efforts
to achieve universal
primary education
for all. SHTC is
focused on training
primary school
teachers for remote
areas in PNG and
targets student
teachers from these remote parts of the country.
All students must pledge to work in these remote
areas for a minimum of two years after graduating
the course. Most of the students are too poor
to attend other primary teacher courses and the
southern region of PNG has the lowest indicators
for teaching students.
The College aims to achieve quality education in
remote schools by focusing on utilisation of locally
available resources. The students are taught to
make many of their own learning materials such
as the story books and learning charts so that they
can continue to create these resources when they
return home.
The students are clearly dedicated to the course.
Like Mark, there are many other incredible stories of
students’ journeys from their remote home villages
in the mountains or islands of PNG via foot, dingy,
boat and truck, just to start the school term.
If you would like to know more about the wonderful
work at Sacred Heart Teachers Training College
or make a donation to help support these young
students, please contact the Lasallian Foundation on
(03) 9508 2700 or visit www.lasallianfoundation.org.
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Ex-Student News
4th class) student in 1967 and left
after completing Year 8 ( known
as 2nd Form) in 1971. I attended
Oakhill College for a total of 5
years, completing my high school
at Baulkham Hills High School in
1975.
I then went on to complete a
Diploma in Medical Laboratory
Science and have worked in the healthcare industry since
1977 as a Laboratory Scientist and am currently employed
with Healthscope Pathology Laboratory at Bella Vista.
Walking with Jason to Oakhill College on his first day was
a very proud moment for me and brought back many fond
memories of my time as a student at Oakhill.”

Mark Valvason – Class of 2003
The lure of an extraordinary job is what led Mark to join the
Navy in 2007 - and he has not been disappointed. He is now
aboard HMAS Parramatta which recently returned from pirate
patrol with 180 shipmates off the Horn of Africa.
It's a long way from HMAS Cerberus, the naval recruit school
in Victoria where Mark first specialised in Communication
Information Systems. He's since been promoted to Able
Seaman. "At the moment my job involves the day-to-day
operation and coordination of telecommunications onboard
the ship," Mark said. "You experience something different
every day. It's not your typical nine-to-five, that's for sure."
It's not Mark's first trip abroad. He's already been on a
number of deployments and exercise throughout his five
years of service. "I've been overseas throughout Asia, the
Middle East and parts of Europe, and I've visited every state
in Australia," Mark said. "There are not too many people who
can say that!"
"Looking a bit further ahead, I would like to complete
as many courses as I can and expand my professional
knowledge." HMAS Parramatta left Sydney on 26 September
2011. Mark and his shipmates conducted maritime security
operations in the Gulf region and around the Horn of Africa;
including counter-piracy and anti-smuggling operations in the
Gulf of Aden; and supported counter-terrorism activities.

Matthew Corbett
– Class of 1980
Matthew has worked as an
environmental adviser and
consultant since graduating from
Oakhill. He is currently providing
advice on projects to the World
Bank and the Asian Development
Bank. His work has mainly been in
Asia, included living in Nepal for
three years. When Matthew’s family
joined him there for four months,
his son Joshua (Year 7, 2012) joined him on some field work
where Joshua had the opportunity to ride on an elephant and
help survey vegetation on foot in a National Park.

Renato Calabrese – Class of 1975
Renato writes “I commenced at Oakhill College at a time
when there were also primary classes. Oakhill held classes
from Year 4 through to Year 12. I started as a Year 4 (known as
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Renato is pictured with his son, Jason, who started at the
College this year.

Evan Guest
– Class of 2002
In a recent email to the
College, Evan wrote,
“For the last 2+ years
I have been living
in Manhattan, New
York working as an
Application Engineer for
a company titled Lee Spring. My role is basically designing
springs - compression, tension, torsion etc - for an array
of industries such as the Aerospace, Military, Medical and
Automotive sectors.
Companies will approach me when they require to achieve
a spring like motion within their new designs or current
applications. I then will design the appropriate spring required
using an array of round or flat spring steel material. I have been
lucky enough to design and provide technical consultation
to companies such as NASA, Lockheed Martin, Beckman
Coulter and Boeing. Before deciding to move to the states to
further my career I worked for my father's (John Guest - taught
me everything I know) company Jubilee Springs which was
established by my grandfather (John Guest Snr) in 1938 which
is now based on the central coast, north of Sydney, making me
3rd generation working within the very niche spring industry.”
An unusual - and touching - example of Evan’s work is the
design of the LegUp system donated to a US veteran of the
war in Afghanistan who lost his legs while serving his country.
Details of this can be seen at: http://video.designworldonline.
com/video/Springing-for-our-vets.html

Sarah Baracz – Class of 2006
Sarah graduated from Macquarie
University last year with an Honours
Degree (Class 1) of Bachelor of
Psychology. In what have been a busy
few years since leaving Oakhill, along
with her university studies, Sarah
has volunteered with both Ronald
McDonald House and Life Line. She
also tutors Year One students and spent a
month completing a course in Norway.
This year Sarah will be working
towards her PhD and Masters in Psychology.

Frank D’Ambros
– Class of 1978

Johnny Lee - Class of 1997
Late last year Johnny called in to the College and met up with
Keith Murray (Assistant Principal) and Steve Molloy (Bursar).
Johnny has certainly lived up to the promise he showed
whilst a student of the College. In 2001 he graduated from
the University of NSW with an Honours degree of Bachelor
of Biotechnology, followed by a Masters degree and the
attainment of his PhD in 2007. His thesis, produced under the
guidance of Professor Ian Dawes, was titled “Transcriptional
and metabolic responses of yeast Saccharomyces cerevisiae to
the addition of L-serine”.
Johnny is presently engaged as a postdoctoral fellow at the
National University of Taiwan. He is working on a four-year
project examining how cells cope with adverse environmental
elements. His lifetime goal is to determine how individual
cells combine to form a complex organism, with a view to
producing organs that can be used as transplant material.

Jacob Abi-Arrage
– Class of 2011
The following article and
photograph are printed courtesy of
the Hills Shire Times:
Jacob Abi-Arrage is fresh out of
high school but already has a film
credit to his name. His 30 second
commercial on the Lasallian Foundation is now on high
rotation on the 360 degree television in Castle Towers
food court.
The opportunity came for Jacob after he participated in his
school Oakhill College’s trip to India in 2010. There he
and the other students spent two weeks working to restore
orphanages and spend time with the children. ``It was very
rewarding to see that we could go there and make a real
difference in their lives,’’ Jacob said.

Frank writes, “I left
school at the end of
5th Form (Year 11) in
1977. I wasn't real
smart at school, not
a sporty type person
either, so I just fitted
in with the others and
cruised along with no
fuss. My parents are
of Italian heritage, and
our whole family were
made to work the farm
till all hours every day
every week and all
weekends! So it was
embedded in me to do
the same - hard work was the answer!
Being at school was holding me back from my passion - Cars!!!
So I found myself an apprenticeship in the smash repair
industry which is why I left in Year 11 - why wait another
year? I wanted to be a part of the motor industry - and haven't
looked back since.
35 years later I am a part owner of a large smash repair shop
in Gladesville that employs 17 staff. We cover the north
west sector, one of the main repairers for NSW Ambulance
Service and also repair all forms of large and small fleets. We
specialise in all - from small and major repair work to cars,
large service vans and small delivery vans and motor cycles.
I found that I'm not real smart academically but have lots
of common sense and I feel that this has been the major
ingredient for my success in my life.
My hope for my son Louis (who started at Oakhill this year) is
that he finds and develops common sense as I did, and use it
with his journey in life. I would be even more proud of him
than I am now.”

Scott Dobson – Class of 2004
After leaving Oakhill, Scott studied Applied Finance and has
worked for Macquarie Bank since graduating. He has served
on Dural Soccer Club Executive Committee and was most
recently elected President. Scott was nominated by ex-Oakhill
parent Tony Scarcella to attend a Rotary Young Leaders'
Camp in early 2008. There he met Nicole Romano. Romance
blossomed, and Scott and Nicole married at Oakhill Chapel
in October 2011. Scott's brothers Philip (Class of 2007) and
David (Class of 2002), as well as Oakhill classmates Brendon
Bright and Ben Mutton were his groomsmen. The happy
couple honey-mooned in the Cook Islands and have made
their home in Baulkham Hills.

He filmed and photographed much of the trip and was then
asked by his teacher Chris Goodman to create a commercial
for the Lasallian Foundation who work in South East Asia
with children in poverty. Advertising company Media Planet
decided to support the cause and has offered to display the
commercial for free in Castle Towers for the rest of the year.
``It’s a great cause so it really wasn’t a hard decision to make,’’
director Peter Lynch said. Jacob said he was happy to see his
work displayed. ``It was very exciting. It’s one of those things
that was a win-win situation for everyone.’‘
He is now studying film at the Australian Film Television and
Radio School.
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a De La Salle boarding school in Katoomba - in 1942 where
he completed his Intermediate Certificate before starting his
apprenticeship as a Fitter and Turner.
Now “well and truly retired”, Jim and his wife Joan recently
celebrated their 62nd wedding anniversary. We congratulate
them on reaching this milestone.

Mark Johnston – Class of 1982
Mark was an Australian champion and representative in road
and track cycling while at Oakhill. This love of cycling led Mark
into the cycling industry and he owned two cycle shops for
many years. After the birth of his first son Jack (Year 9), Mark
co-founded an IT and telecommunications company and has
remained in the business ever since.

Raeleene Organ (nee Gocher) – Class of 1984
After leaving Oakhill, Raeleene completed a Hairdressing
Apprenticeship. She then embarked on a successful educating
career, commencing with an international hair care company,
Schwarzkopf Professional as a Technical Educator. In 1994
Raeleene married Alistair Organ, an ex Barker College student
in the Oakhill Chapel and she left her role with Schwarzkopf
to become a full-time mum. Having enjoyed the educating of
hairdressers Raeleene completed a Certificate IV in workplace
training and assessment and is now a TAFE teacher in
Hairdressing.
Raeleene and Alistair have three sons, Alex in year nine, Ben in
year seven and Tim in year five who is hoping to join his brothers
at Oakhill in 2014.

Mark “discovered” his wife, Louise in a catalogue (flatmate's
photo album) in 1991. Louise and Mark were married in
the College Chapel in 1997. Louise, an ex-student of OLMC
Parramatta trained as PD/H/PE teacher at Australian Catholic
University at North Sydney and Castle Hill - the campus
site which is now the De La Salle building. After teaching in
secondary education for some years Louise has now moved
into tertiary teaching at The University of Notre Dame and still
manages to fit in some casual work at Oakhill.
Mark loved the college and has fond memories of being
chased by Brother Finbar on horseback cracking a stock whip
and jumping through a fence to hunt Mark and his friends
out of the pony club which was off limits. Mark remembers
the outdoor swimming carnivals, camping at the Easter show,
chasing girls through the stables and keeping his two brothers
Luke and Matt out of trouble at Oakhill. His sons, Jack and Will
(Year 7), have talked about Oakhill since they were little and
are very proud to be students of Oakhill College and love the
school as much as their Dad.

Luke Keary – Class of
2010
Luke moved to the Gold Coast
in 2011 where he commenced
a business degree at Griffith
University and played rugby
league with the Burleigh Bears.
He had the opportunity to
travel to the United Kingdom
for a few weeks with the
Bears. Later in the year Luke
signed with South Sydney and
returned to Sydney. This year
he is captaining the team in the
Toyota Cup competition and
is studying Sports Business at the Australian College of Physical
Education. In the Souths -v- Brisbane match on 28 March (won
convincingly by Souths 54 to 30), commentators on the match
said “Halfback Luke Keary was the star of the show”.

Albert (Jim) Beaumont – Class of 1944
In a recent communication with the College, Jim wrote of his
fond memories of the early days of Oakhill. Among his fellow
boarders were Pat Leahy, Alex and George O’Hare, George
Rohanna, Brian O’Connell and Hugh Deakin. Jim recalls
that sport consisted of “swimming in the dam, cricket, rugby
league, tennis, boxing and horse riding.”
Jim started in 5th class in 1938 and remained boarding
until 1942 when the College was taken over by the Defence
authorities as a potential hospital and refugee site. At that
time he moved to De La Salle Ashfield. Jim says “being a day
student did not fit my lifestyle” so he moved to St Bernard’s Volume 24, Page 6

Kylie Minogue
(nee Butler) – Class of 1991
After completion of her Higher School Certificate, Kylie
studied for a Bachelor of Human Movement and Health
(PDHPE) at Sydney university. Interested more in the Health
side, she entered the pharmaceutical where she has played
numerous roles, mainly specialising in endocrine, for twelve
years. During this time, Kylie travelled extensively, married
and became Kylie Minogue, had twin boys - Matthew and
Patrick, who started Year 7 at Oakhill this year and a little girl
Caitlin who started at St Agatha’s this year.

Kylie currently works
with her husband, Tim,
in their company Bass
Floor Company Sydney
- which involves the
commercial side of the
construction industry.
She still sees quite a lot
of school friends from
Oakhill and stays in contact with others over Facebook and
finds mateship to be very conducive to social activities and
business. Kylie writes, “We trust our sons are in good hands
and pray they have similar experiences and friendships.”

Michael O’Brien – Class of 1972
LIFE AS A RAAF RESERVE LEGAL OFFICER - MY OTHER LIFE
When I removed my Cadet uniform following the Oakhill
College ceremonial parade in 1972, I considered that would
be the last time I would ever don a military uniform as I did
not harbour any ambitions to pursue a career in the military.
Some 13 years later I was invited to enjoy drinks with then
FLTLT Rick Casagrande (Class of 74) at the Officers Mess
RAAF Richmond who extolled the virtues of working as a
Reserve Legal Officer within the RAAF. Following his advice
and encouragement I applied for and subsequently received
a Commission in the Royal Australian Air Force as a Legal
Officer in the Specialist Reserve and thus began my other life
as a reserve legal officer.
Initially, my involvement with the Air Force Reserve included
attending at RAAF Base Richmond and No. 2 Stores Depot
Regents Park to advise and assist defence members to prepare
Wills and otherwise provide legal advice to defence members
over a wide variety of matters not dissimilar to my civilian
role as a solicitor.
Over a period of years I became involved in learning more about
operations law including the laws of armed conflict, rules of
engagement and other matters with which defence members are
required to be familiar prior to deployment in a military theatre
of operations. The work was fulfilling and challenging and
exposed me to people and situations that I would never have
dreamt of encountering in my civilian practice.
In addition to this, I was required to attend as either a
prosecuting officer or a defending officer in Courts Marshall
and Defence Force Magistrates' hearings around the country.

In addition, I "back filled" at RAAF Bases around the country
when the permanent legal officer was either deployed overseas
or away on course. This allowed me to engage with military
officers from the three services and become familiar with how
the defence system operates. It was quite illuminating.
My duties, in addition to heading the Sydney Panel, now
include acting as an Inquiry Officer in respect of ADF
Inquiries, reviewing Inquiry Officer's reports and conducting
military justice audits for the Inspector General ADF at
various military units around the country.
I now head the panel of Air Force Reserve Legal Officers for
Sydney and am pleased to say the men and women who
serve in the specialist reserve generally do so selflessly and
with great passion and commitment. In many instances, their
Reserve duties involve considerable financial self sacrifice but
they do so willingly and with a desire to serve. The work is
rewarding, stimulating and provides a pleasurable adjunct to
their civilian practices.
I have been able to maintain my involvement with the Reserve
beyond 55 years of age in light of the very sound judgement
of better minds than
myself to lift the age of
"statutory senility" from
55 years to 65 years. This
of course is predicated on
the basis that one is still
able to maintain individual
readiness and demonstrate
a desire to serve and
continue to provide
assistance to the ADF.
For those contemplating a
career in the law I would
thoroughly commend
engaging in the Reserve
in whatever capacity their
career path would allow.
Certainly my involvement
with the legal division
of the ADF has been
rewarding and enriching.
Group Captain Michael
O'Brien RAAFSR
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during my school
years, strengthened
through playing
rugby after leaving
school, and more
recently playing
golden oldies for the
"Withered Oaks".
Richard says, “I
could not be prouder
having my son Will
start at Oakhill this
year.”

Dave and Kim Parslow – Class of 1987
Todd Day – Class of 1988
Todd writes, “After graduating from Oakhill in 1988, I
studied for a Bachelor of Economics (Accounting major)
degree and worked for six years at Coopers & Lybrand (now
PWC) where I gained my professional Chartered Accounting
qualifications. Following that, I spent the next ten years
working in the entertainment industry in finance roles for
businesses producing television programming for domestic
and international distribution.
I am now working in the sporting industry and am currently
the Chief Financial Officer for the Australian Rugby Union the organisation responsible for our iconic Wallabies team,
Super Rugby and for the growth and development of rugby
in Australia. I have remained a local in the area and am
currently living in Cherrybrook with my wife Angela and
our other two boys, Luke and Daniel who will also soon be
following in mine and Patrick's footsteps to Oakhill.”
Todd is pictured with his son Patrick who commenced in Year
7 at Oakhill this year.

Richard Hoogervorst – Class of 1983
Richard started at Oakhill in Year 5 in 1976 and graduated
from 12 in 1983. After leaving Oakhill he joined the
construction industry, obtained his builders licence and now
runs his own family-oriented building company, NuVision
Building with his wife Kate who he married in 1992 in the
Oakhill Chapel. They have three children, Will, Ellie and Jess.
Richard maintained strong ties with the school by playing
rugby for the "Oakhill Oldboys" in the sub-district competition
in 1985 for some 10 years. Strong friendships were forged
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Kim and Dave first met in 1986 when Kim (nee Rafferty)
came to Oakhill for years 11 and 12. After a long romance
they were finally married in 1997 and now have two children
(Adam 12 and Courtney 10). After leaving the College
Dave attended Sydney University where he graduated as an
Electrical Engineer and then went on to do a Masters Degree
in Engineering Management. Nine years ago Dave started up
his own Engineering Consultancy business which continues to
be successful today. Kim worked for Cadbury as an Account
Executive and Sales Manager before leaving to have the
children.
Ironically she now works in the diet industry as a Leader for
Weight Watchers. They are both very excited to see Adam
(Year 7, 2012) commence his own Oakhill journey.

Alicia Brown
– Class of 1994
After graduating from the
University of Technology in
Sydney, Alicia joined the ABC
as a Rural Reporter working
in Mt Gambier SA, Bega and
Lismore NSW, before returning
home to Sydney. She moved
to Radio National to present
Bush Telegraph where she
produced and presented the
Walkley Award nominated cross platform 'reality radio' series
Grow Your Own - a year long project that investigated the
relationship between production and consumption.
Alicia then moved to triple j to present HACK, the stations
half hour news and current affairs show for a few weeks,
and while she was there she was offered her dream job - six
months locked in the triple j archives! Trawling through 30
years of incredible material she produced the series 30 Years
in 30 Days, a month long cross platform music documentary
series that plotted the course of popular music from a
uniquely Australian perspective. While at triple j Alicia also
produced the networks flagship breakfast program 'Breakfast
with Myf Jay & The Doctor' and worked on events she'd
grown up listening to like The Hottest 100.
In 2008 Alicia moved to London to get a start in the
film industry. In 2009 she produced her first feature film
Honeymooner, an Austen-with-a-twist journey through love
and loss - and the picking yourself back up part in-between
which premiered at the Edinburgh International Film Festival
in 2010. Alicia is now co-owner of UK/Australian film

production company OPTIMISM FILM.
She makes regular trips home to Sydney to see her Dad
Barry, sister Melissa (Class of 1992) and her three nieces and
nephews Mya, Leio and Ollie…or cajoles that side of the
family to meet up in San Francisco where her brother Lachlan
(Class of 2000) lives. Alicia also comes home to keep in touch
with the amazing friends she made at Oakhill, Kylie Duffy
and Catherine Cox.

Karen Byrnes (nee Maguire) and Peter Abood
– Class of 1986
Karen and Peter graduated from the College in 1986. Both
were in Solomon House, of which Karen was the House
Captain that year.
This year Karen’s son Jack, and Peter’s son Jackson, both
commenced at the College and are also members of Solomon
House. To further add to the co-incidences, both have another
son who will commence at the College in 2016!
Peter has remained in the Hills area, completed a University
Degree in Business and remained in the same industry as his
father and family, the Transport Industry. Peter currently works
for OneSteel Recycling. Jackson is a third generation De La Salle
student, as his grandfather was a student at De La Salle Ashfield.
Karen completed a Bachelor of Education, Primary Teaching
at the Catholic College of Education (now the De La Salle
Building) and taught for seven years before moving overseas
for three years to Singapore and then China with her husband.
On returning to Australia, she settled back into the Hills area.
She then returned to teaching briefly, before running her own
successful business for six years, giving her the opportunity to
continue her love of travel. She now happily runs around after
her three children and their various activities.
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contract and there was no reason to stay living in Townsville.
I moved back to my family home at the age of 22 and felt like
my window of opportunity was closed for good. I decided I
wasn't going to play anymore, but once my shoulder had fully
recovered and with a lot of my friends playing, I started to
miss it, so I contacted my manager and asked him to help me
find a new club.
I wanted to play one more year with my mates before I turned
my back on the game that had been part of my life ever since
I can remember. And the club that gave me that chance was
again the Tigers. That season my coach decided I was now a
front rower which I reluctantly accepted, as I slowly regained
the confidence in myself and my shoulder, and after a few
good performances, I received a call from my manager again.
He told me that Penrith wanted to sign me on a full time
contract for one season. I decided I couldn't turn my back
on what looked like my last chance to chase my dream. In
round four of the 2012 NRL season, the coach Ivan Cleary
approached me at training and tells me that I will be making
my debut against Parramatta, it was all worth it ...”

Paul Monteverdi – Class of 2003 (RIP)

Carmel Christie (nee Gangemi)
– Class of 1982
Carmel came to Oakhill for Year 11 in 1981 from Loreto
Normanhurst, following her sister Donna from the Class of
1980 and joining her brother Nick (Class of 1987) and later
Chris (Class of 1989).
After her HSC, Carmel completed a secretarial diploma at
St Patricks Business College and then, at 24, went to the
Australian Catholic University at Castle Hill where she
completed her Bachelor of Education in 1992. She went on
to work in various adult education/training and management
roles before returning to Oakhill in 2006 to the position of
Assistant Bursar.
Carmel is married to Michael and has one son, Ambrose, who
is enjoying immensely his first term at Oakhill.

Mitch Achurch
– Class of 2006
Mitch writes, “I have played
Rugby League since I was six
years old, and when I came to
Oakhill it took me until year 10
to be convinced to try Rugby
Union. I played Union at school
for two years, where I played
First XV but still continued to
play League outside of school
for the Balmain tigers, as an
outside back.
After school I continued to play Rugby League and earned a
spot on a West Tigers junior team, and toured the UK with
them. From that tour I was selected in the West Tigers Toyota
Cup squad where after a few years of growth spurts I was
pushed into the forwards as a back rower. This competition is
televised and gives players enough exposure to other clubs to
earn a contract and that is exactly what happened for me.
My manager was approached by the north Queensland
Cowboys who offered me a fulltime training contract in their
first grade squad for two years. After doing two full preseasons
and both years needing shoulder reconstructions after only
two games, my contract was finished and because I had
played hardly any games the Cowboys did not renew my
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Paul attended Oakhill college from years 7 to 12. He quickly
settled into Oakhill and in year 7 was one of the class
captains. He played tennis for the Oakhill College team for
many years and was in the college debating team for years
7,8and 9. Paul was involved in the college drama productions
from year 7 to 11.
In his final year at Oakhill Paul decided to pursue a career as
an accountant, and was awarded a cadetship with one of the
top 5 Sydney firms. After a number of years of full time work
(in auditing) and part time study, Paul suspended his cadet
programme for full time university.
Paul graduated posthumously from his degree, Bachelor
of Business (Accounting) in April 2012. Paul's degree was
accepted at the Graduation ceremony by his elder brother,
Brett (Class of 2001). The ceremony was attended by Paul's
extended family, including younger brother James (Class
of 2006).
Paul passed away suddenly from undiagnosed coronary heart
disease, on Christmas Eve 2011.
Paul was a very sociable person and loved spending time
with his family and friends. He will be remembered for his
kindness, wonderful smile and happy personality.

Singapore/Cambodia 2012
As a senior teacher and Pastoral Care Co-Ordinator
for Years 9 and 10 boys at Oakhill College, during
April 2012 I was fortunate enough to organize
and lead a most memorable trip to Singapore and
Cambodia. Ninety three very eager Oakhill College
students and eight staff members responded to the
invitation. We were also lucky enough to have
Brother Malachy Yates, fsc, College chaplain join us
on our cultural immersion.
The purpose of the 12 day trip was not simply
cultural immersion and sightseeing. Our boys were
also provided with the opportunity to spend a day
at a LaSallian school in Singapore - Saint Joseph's
Institution - as well as spending some time with the
Brothers living in Cambodia. Our main task involved
the painting of four simple houses for some of the
poorest families that the Brothers work with. For our
boys the trip certainly encompassed all the elements
of 'Faith, Community and Service'.
As someone who is passionate about History I found
the story of the DLS Brothers and their
work in Cambodia to be fascinating
and above all inspirational. The
Brothers first came to Cambodia in
1906 to carry out the work started by
St John Baptist De La Salle 300 years
before. However, during the extended
War in Indochina and in particular
during the time of the Khmer Rouge
(1975-1979) the Brothers were forced
to flee the country or face a certain
death. At the start of 2005 the De
La Salle Brothers returned with the
hope of helping the poor and underprivileged in this once war torn region.

in the country as they cannot own land, struggle to
gain employment and are hampered due to their
inability to speak Khmer. In order to try to alleviate
some of these social concerns the Brothers help with
the education of their children.
All in all our April trip was certainly a rewarding
and enriching experience for all. A special thanks
needs to go to the staff who were so instrumental
in ensuring all aspects of the trip were a success
and that all boys arrived home safely. To Br Mal, Mr
Ursino, Mr Georgescu, Mr Newman, Mr Hinton, Mr
O'dell, Mr Attard, Mrs Jones and Mrs Napper thanks
so much for your professionalism and support.
And finally a huge 'thank you' to the ninety three
middle school students who represented the College
in a manner with which we were all so proud.
Congratulations boys - I hope you enjoyed it and
thanks for the memories.
Mr Brett Macdouall
Student Co-ordinator

Currently the Brothers have one
community in Cambodia which
consists of three Brothers and five
students who are in training. This
may seem small but it has to be
remembered that Cambodia did not
really experience peace until 1997
and currently all three Brothers are
from Vietnam. This in itself is amazing
as none could speak Khmer when
they arrived but are now all fluent in
Vietnamese, Khmer and English!
At present the Brothers spend their
days teaching the children who attend
a small LaSallian primary school in
the village of Po Thom. When they are
not in the school they work with the
Vietnamese populace in Phnom Penh.
These people are some of the poorest
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Oakhill College Alumni of Distinction
Bart Bunting (Class of 1993)
Area of Achievement: Sport
Bart has been legally blind since birth. He has achieved in both sporting and
academic fields.
Bart has competed in Triathlons and is a Paralympic downhill skier. He won
two Gold medals and one Silver medal at he 2002 Salt Lake City Paralympics,
where he was selected to carry the Australian flag at the closing ceremony. He
was overall champion at the 2001/2002 World Cup series and in the 2004
American Nationals he won first pace in the Super G and Downhill events.
Among other accolades, Bart won the 1999 Orange Blossom Festival Special
Excellence in Youth award, he has been an Australia Day Ambassador and was a guest speaker at the 2010
meeting of the NSW EEO committee. Bart is a motivational speaker who addresses schools and other groups.
Bart achieved first place in computing studies at Oakhill in 1993 and followed this up with a degree in
computer science from UTS. He now works as a computer network manager. In his leisure time, Bart
backpacks around the world on his own.
Barts' nominees write, "Bart is an inspirational example of living with a disability to create a rich and full life."

The Honourable Justice Conrad Staff (Class of 1972)
Area of Achievement: Professional
The Honourable Justice Conrad Staff was appointed a Judge and Deputy
President of the Industrial Relations Commission of NSW and the Industrial
Court of NSW in February 2004. His Honour also sits as the NSW Parliamentary
Remuneration Tribunal and is a Deputy Chair of the Medical Tribunal of NSW.
Conrad also serves as Deputy Chair of the Board of Kincoppal-Rose Bay School. Conrad is married with three daughters.
Conrad was a founding partner of Jones Staff and Co., Solicitors, a partnership specialising in industrial and
employment law. He resigned from the partnership to accept his appointment.
Conrad writes, "Much of my success in life has been due to the endeavours of others, particularly the De La
Salle Brothers who educated me whilst a boarder at the College.
They emphasised the importance of honesty, integrity and loyalty in one's life and that people should be
treated with dignity and respect. This was a wonderful foundation to start life's journey."

Greg Whitby (Class of 1971)
Area of Achievement: Education
Greg Whitby is the Executive Director of Schools for the Parramatta Diocese
and leads a system of approximately 80 Catholic schools serving the Catholic
community of greater Western Sydney.
He has 30 years combined experience in K-12 schooling and senior system leadership.
In recognising the critical link between good teaching practice and student learning outcomes, Greg is working
to build the capacity of school leaders and teachers through a whole-of-system approach to professional learning.
As a regular speaker at national and international conferences, Greg talks about the key areas underpinning a new
model of schooling for today's world: de-privatising teacher practice, personalising student learning and ICTs as
enablers to facilitate deep learning.
In 2007, he was named the most innovative educator in Australia by the Bulletin Magazine in its annual SMART
100 awards. Greg has also been awarded an ACEL Presidential Citation for his contribution to Australian education.
Greg is a Fellow of the Australian Council for Educational Leaders, a Fellow of the Australian Institute of
Management and a Member of the Australian College of Educators.
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Trooper Jason Brown (Class of 1999) RIP
Area of Contribution: Military
Jason was nominated to be an Alumni of Distinction by sevral
of his classmates. One of them wrote, "Oakhill espouses
through its education that students should show courage,
integrity, leadership and mateship throughout their schooling
and post school lives. Jason Brown embodied the spirit of all
these things through his military career. He brought justice for
those who suffered, he cared for those in need and protected
those unable to protect themselves. He made the ultimate
sacrifice in this endeavour bringing honour to his country, his
mates, his family and the College.
Jason excelled in his career, becoming one of the world's most
elite soldiers as a member of the Australian SAS Regiment.
He saw active service in East Timor and Afghanistan. He was
awarded the Active Service Medal with East Timor with TimorLeste clasp, the United Nations Medal, the NATO ISAF Medal,
the Australian Defence Medal and the Infantry Combat Badge.
Trooper Brown died serving his country in Afghanistan. He was
killed by enemy gunfire whilst battling insurgents in Northern
Kandahar on 14 August 2010. His commitment to his job, and
courage under the test of fire combat, was unwavering and is a
credit to all those that formed him into the man that he became."
Jason parents, Ann and Graham, accepted Jason’s award at the
Presentation dinner.

Garry Connell (Class of 1978)
Area of Achievement: Community Service
After completing a bachelor of business at University of Western
Sydney, Garry joined the recruiting industry in the mid eighties with
one of Australia's major recruitment firms. In 1995, he commenced
his own business and named it TRAK, an acronym for the 4 qualities
he believes are important when assessing potential candidates - Talent,
Right experience, Attitude and Knowledge/Qualifications. Today the
group operates under several brand names including Trak Recruiting and
Scarlett Recruitment with offices in Sydney and Melbourne. With a focus
on the retail and fashion sectors Garry has recruited senior executives
for major organisations across Australia, New Zealand, the UK, Asia and
the Middle East.
Garry is also an accredited "lifestyle coach" and is passionate about
maximising skill development through training/coaching. He has spoken
at Australian Retail Association events - including the Retail Congress. He has also been on the judging panel
for 'Young Retailer of the Year; Employer of the Year; and Retailer of the Year, and has had articles published in
the magazine "Inside Retailing". In 2007, he successfully put together the inaugural "Future Retail Executives
Day", which saw 200 young retailer leaders of tomorrow spend a day with a number of retail gurus including
Myer CEO Bernie Brooks.
In conjunction with the Victims of Homicide group, in 2008, Garry lobbied the NSW Attorney-General John
Hatzistergos and successfully instigated changes to sentencing laws to make it tougher for the state's most
notorious killers to get out of jail yesterday. The new laws affect eight killers who were jailed for life before
truth in sentencing was introduced in 1989 and who have murdered 20 people between them.
Garry has also maintained a strong association with the College. He was a founding member of the Collegians'
Association, had two sons attend the College and served on the Advisory Board from 1993 to 1998. He has
actively supported Boystown and in 2002 was Chairman of the Executive Committee of Kids' Helpline.
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Royal Easter Show
- Fine Foods Bronze Medal
The Agriculture Department entered a terrific team
of animals for the Royal Easter Show again this year.
The Show Team is currently run by Ms Catherine
Breene and Mrs Heather Muirhead, who work with
a very enthusiastic group of senior students that
prepare animals for the School and Open Steer
sections, of the beef cattle program.
A highlight of the show this year was the fact that
we were able to exhibit an Oakhill born and bred
animal, in the Trade Steer section of the show for the
first time. The Belted Galloway cross Angus steer was
a huge hit with members of the public who visited
our display in the Murchison pavilion. However, our
greatest achievement was when the students' efforts
and hard work were rewarded with the presentation
of a much coveted Bronze Medal, in the Fine Foods
section of the Beef Cattle competition. This award
recognises the particularly high quality Limousin
Steer the College exhibited in the Open Steer
Section. This animal was bred by an ex-student
Timothy Anderson (Class of 2010) who is currently
studying Agricultural Education in the USA.
The team would like to thank our sponsors:
Mr Matthew Wright from Shelton's Quality Meats
(located in the Castle Mall shopping centre, Castle
Hill) and Mr. Eric Flanagan (father of Abbey in Year
11 and Jack in Year 9) from Pfizer, for their continued
support of our Agriculture program. In addition,
we would like to thank Mr Graeme Boyd from
Cudgegong Park Murray Greys in Mudgee and Mr Tim
Hayes from Tarcombe Herefords in Ruffy, Victoria for
their long running support, in providing high quality
animals for our students to exhibit.

The numerous families and ex-students who visited
the show this year, commented on the interesting
display information about the recent and past
history of the college and the excellent presentation
of the students. However the item which most
caught the public's attention appeared to be the
75th anniversary full school photograph.
Any ex-students who are currently employed in
Agriculture or a related industry, or anyone who
can offer memories of Agriculture lessons from
years past at Oakhill, are encouraged to contact Ms
Catherine Breene (cbreene@oakhill.nsw.edu.au) or
Mrs Heather Muirhead (hmuirhead@oakhill.nsw.edu.
au) to assist with a "Where are they now?" display
for the upcoming college Open Day and 2013 Royal
Easter Show display.

C O M M O D O R E
Kitchens
Commodore Kitchens has been trading in the Hills District
for the last 25 years, as a family owned and operated business.
We have a skilled team of tradesmen and apprentices, who work
within a state-of-the-art factory, producing high quality Australian
made products. We are able to adapt ourselves to a diverse range
of projects from new developments in spec homes, townhouses,
villas and resort style dwellings, as well as renovations to existing
dwellings. We also specialize in commercial joinery, including
medical centres, dental surgeries and office fit outs..
We look forward to making your project a reality.
Please contact Craig Exley to discuss your ideas.
A TRADITION OF QUALITY
Contact us for our comprehensive brochure
admin@commodorejoinery.com.au
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166 Arcadia Rd, Arcadia Ph: 9655 1919
www.commodorejoinery.com.au

MYSTERY PHOTO
Can you identify the people in this photo?
A prize will be awarded to the person who is the first to correctly
name them. Send entries to Steve Molloy at the College or email
drive@oakhill.nsw.edu.au
The winner of the Mystery Photo competition in Volume 23 was
Karen Byrnes (nee Maguire) of the Class of 1986.
(NB: College staff are ineligible to enter this competition!)

As time goes by . . .
The landscape at Oakhill College has changed
dramatically since the aerial photograph taken in
1943. However, the De La Salle Building which was
constructed in 1936 is a constant in both the 2010
and 1943 photographs. The earlier aerial photograph
was sourced from a company in Canberra by our ever
enthusiastic Archivist, Heather Muirhead.

total land holdings to 120 acres. Captain Cox’s
holdings were purchased by the De La Salle
Brothers in 1932.

Oakhill College sits on part of an original land grant for
50 acres made to William Moore and signed by Lachlan
Macquarie on 22 February 1821. A copy of this grant can
be seen in the College archives. In 1910, that 50 acres
was purchased by Captain William Cox to expand his

1943

2010
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The Rock that’ll

make your

business

roll.

The
Hills

physioTherapy &
SPORtS iNjuRy CeNtRe

Need help talking to your prospects?
Blue Rock is a small, creative communications
business that can help your business roll.
We can bring your products and services alive
with strong selling ideas.
We specialise in making your marketing
dollar go further and work harder. Through superior
design, advertising, PR, sales promotion, direct

Treatment of: back pain • neck pain • arthritis
• sports injuries • all joint & muscle injuries
and aches & pains

PhiliP Camden

marketing at a realistic cost.

B.App.Sc., Dip. SportS Sc.

For a free consultation call 
Michael Martin on 0412 122 239 or visit our website

Physiotherapist

Ph: 9634 3462 Mob: 0403 190 456

at www.bluerock.net.au

Blue Rock

Suite 1, 281 Old Northern Rd.
Castle Hill NSW 2154

La Salle Motel
and Conference Centre
Operated by the De La Salle Brothers

La Salle Motel and Conference Centre offers you the gateway to
the tranquil, historic and spectacular Eurobodalla Coast. Whether
a holiday or conference location, you will find us close to the many
amenities that make this area so special. We are accessible by car or
bus as we are situated on the Princes Highway within walking
distance of the township of Narooma.
Experience the breathtaking grandeur of the whale during a guided
whale watching excursion, perhaps sample the wares at Tilba Valley
winery or simply treat yourself to a relaxing game of golf. Bush walk
through tranquil native forests, visit the Bega Cheese factory or
maybe do some fishing on one of the inlets.

Contact Rhonda at
sales@lasallemotel.com.au to make a booking

and mention your connection to Oakhill to receive a special deal!
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