The Oakhill Drive

VOLUME 38 | August 2018

The prophet Micah wrote in

about 700BC “This is all God
asks of you, to act justly, love
tenderly (mercifully), and walk
humbly with your God”. St.
Irenaeus (202AD) wrote “The
glory of God is the human
person fully alive”.
Both
truths seem so simple, yet so
profound, and seemingly
unachievable for the human
condi�on to date. I believe
the true test of a successful educa�on is the subsequent
life of a student; the kind of person they become, the
extent to which they are fulﬁlling their poten�al, using
their gi�s and talents to the best of their ability, for the
be�erment of others.
John F Kennedy reminds us “All this will not be ﬁnished in
the ﬁrst one hundred days. Nor will it be ﬁnished in the
ﬁrst one thousand days, nor in the life of this
administration, nor even perhaps in our lifetime. But let us
begin”.
At Oakhill College, we have a rich tradi�on of Chris�an
and Lasallian wisdom to guide us how to live and conduct
our lives so that peace and stability will reign, and the
poten�al of crea�on achieved for all. When we are using
our talents to the best of our ability we are fulﬁlling God’s
plan, we are bringing to fullness the poten�al of crea�on.
When we are anything less, the world is less, and
opportuni�es are lost. We are fully who we ought to be
“when we combine in ourselves, the spiritual, a moral for
living, a lively mind, cultural sensitivity, and a healthy
sense of the physical”. Archbishop Oscar Romero goes on
to say “Good education must result in young people being
not only gifted and accomplished but also wise and holy.
This is what we are about: We plant seeds that one day
will grow. We water seeds already planted, knowing that
they hold the future promise”.
Human ﬂourishing has to be a central focus of educa�on.
Every gram of leadership has to be nurtured so that it can
engender posi�ve change. Talent well used grows social
capital, which we rely on to make the world a be�er place.
Leadership that moves a situa�on from good, to be�er, to
best, will happen more eﬀec�vely based on spiritual

values and ethics. Such
inspira�on is not common
but is essen�al in a
borderless global world.
Lasallians must be leaders
of change, bearers of
hope, bridging
diﬀerences, touching
hearts, transforming lives.

Let your light

SHINE

Sir Br Pat Lynch, Oakhill College Director, at a Staﬀ Day in
2010 said “Schools need to deliberately build enough
conﬁdence in their students, so each possesses these
character dimensions: resilient personalities, audacious
thinkers, imaginative dreamers, critical questioners,
innovative inventors, enthusiastic experimenters,
faith-ﬁlled leaders, strong-willed individuals in the face of
adversity, and committed collaborators”.
It is therefore ﬁ�ng that our theme for 2018 is ‘Let Your
Light Shine’ (Ma�hew 5:14-16). It is our role, our duty
within the mission of a Catholic Lasallian school to inspire
the young men and women in our care to aspire to
greatness. This is also our new mission statement “to
inspire all students to aspire to greatness”.
I have a strong belief in ensuring that while educa�on
keeps evolving we do not sacriﬁce founda�on. This is true
of the best achieving educa�on jurisdic�ons in the world
such as Singapore, Shanghai and Hong Kong. While we
must accommodate the new competencies of
collabora�ve problem solving known as project-based
learning (PBL) in a mul�ple disciplined approach such as
STEM (Science-Technology-Engineering-Maths), using
metacogni�ve strategies, we must also ensure at least
age-based progress in the fundamentals of reading,
wri�ng, spelling, and grammar, as well as mathema�cs,
logic and reason. Teaching and learning today requires
keeping both the tried and true while evolving the use of
technology, ensuring students’ have the ability to access
and process informa�on developing crea�vity,
collabora�on, and cri�cal thinking. We need to ensure
students have an understanding of the math and the
basics of language to construct meaningful texts before
collabora�on can be eﬀec�ve – back to the future.
Based on this belief one of the new ini�a�ves at the
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College in 2017 and 2018 has been a Literacy Strategy
focusing on wri�ng across the curriculum. A need was
iden�ﬁed by analysing our Allwell, NAPLAN and HSC data
that we could make some early gains by improving
students academic wri�ng, i.e. the wri�ng required in
each subject. The College professional development plan
focuses on developing common strategies to improve the
teaching and learning of wri�ng in all subjects. Research
shows that consistency and collec�ve eﬃcacy, teacher
clarity, feedback, and high expecta�ons with strong school
leadership are what ma�er most in raising
underachievement.
Teachers are required to proﬁle their students in their
classes to iden�fy the learning abili�es of each student
and each class, especially in terms of wri�ng and to use
the common language and methodology in the teaching
of wri�ng in their subjects. In addi�on, Years 7 and 8 were
involved in a Read to Succeed programme coordinated by
the Library and the Year 7 and 8 Deans.

This year we have also implemented a no phone policy on
campus between 8:30am and 3:15pm. It has worked well,
and students are to be commended for their posi�ve
response to this life changing ini�a�ve. Students now
share lunch, sit and talk or are seen running and playing
real games. Books and paper diaries have also returned
requiring students to take notes and formulate their own
dra�s of texts etc. Teachers are required to ensure a
lesson consists of clear ar�culated learning inten�ons and
success criteria, explicit instruc�on, and prac�ce and drill,
leading to analy�cal thinking, problem solving and
collabora�on, once founda�on and content knowledge
has been acquired.
The outcome of these ini�a�ves has resulted in the best
HSC results in nearly 20 years. The College improved 70
places in the NSW school ranking; 5 students achieved the
Premiers Award with all grades a Band 6; 4 students
achieved in the top 10 in their course in the State (being
among a total of 1,000 students); 133 students were on
the State Dis�nguished Achievers List; 55% of all grades

were a Band 5 or 6. In addi�on the College had more
students per 100 achieving a Band 6 than any other
Catholic school in NSW and the highest in 20 years.

Change is so rapid that the future comes upon us before
we get �me to think and prepare for it. It is said that by
2020 over 50% of devices in our homes will ‘talk to each
other’. Ar�ﬁcial intelligence will exist within our life�me.
Global economic and educa�onal forums are speaking of
and preparing for the 4th Industrial Revolu�on, that of
man and machines living and working together. We have
no idea how this will impact on us. It is therefore more
important than ever that we focus on what is uniquely
human and to ensure that connectedness, that humanity,
is at the centre of all our ‘being’. In our Lasallian tradi�on
this is achieved via our three core principles of faith,
service, and community. Faith, is that recogni�on of the
connectedness of human beings to each other, that sense
of being drawn out, drawn to an awareness of something
bigger and more essen�al than oneself, leading one
compelled to respond through service in community (with
others). While we step tenta�vely, stone by stone, into the
future, we focus on the skills and values of rou�nes and
protocols that keep us connected. As Lao Xi, a famous
philosopher at the �me of Confucius once said, “A journey
of a thousand miles begins with a single step”.
In this milieu of unprecedented rapid change, we need to
ensure we are the drivers of evolu�on. Quite possibly for
the ﬁrst �me in human history and global ecology, human
beings can determine the human trajectory and the
ecology of the planet, the evolu�on of our state of being –
something we of the Chris�an faith view as fundamentally
the design of God. This is not to say this trajectory denies
the existence of the salviﬁc plan of God but rather that
our free will gives us the choice to evolve to a full unity of
one with the other, and each within the salviﬁc mystery.
“… we do things not because they are easy, but because
they are hard, because that goal will serve to organise and
measure the best of our energies and skills, because that
challenge is one that we are willing to accept, one we are
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unwilling to postpone, and one which we intend to win” as
JFK encourages us in his famous ‘Rice Moon Speech’,
given at Rice University, Houston, Texas, on the 12th
September 1962.
This year as you will read we have embarked upon a new
Strategic Plan which will be published and available on the
website in a few weeks. We have also embarked upon a
Master Plan which is discussed in detail elsewhere in this
Oakhill Drive. We are now preparing Design Briefs for the
new buildings, the Science-TAS facility; a Community
Commons, housing a new common canteen, and service
centre; and an Innova�on Centre that we hope will a�ract
rental space for partnerships such as a Science Hub for a
scien�st in residence, and/or technology/business
start-ups where students can be inspired to aspire and be
mentored along the way.

To ﬁnish with, I will leave you with a quote from a great
orator, not JFK this �me but Winston Churchill.
“Success is not ﬁnal, failure is not fatal: it is the courage to
con�nue that counts. Never, never, never, give up”.
Because a thing is diﬃcult for you, do not therefore suppose
it to be beyond mortal power. On the contrary, if anything is
possible and proper for man to do, assume that it must fall
within your own capacity. (Marcus Aurelius)
Br Steve Hogan
Principal

The core competencies Oakhill College needs to ensure
our young men and women acquire to maintain that
tradi�on of graduates with feet on the ground reaching
for the stars (their poten�al) are:
• Founda�on knowledge – reading, wri�ng, maths,
science
• Coding – Programming
• Electronics – fabrica�on
• Entrepreneurship – project design/management,
problem solving, collabora�on, self-belief, passion,
stamina.
Klaus Schwab, Founder and Execu�ve Chairman of the
World Economic Forum said in 2016 said that “there has
never been a �me of greater promise, or greater peril” in the
context of the rise of AI and the 4th Industrial Revolu�on. He
however concludes in a most posi�ve and hopeful tone
sugges�ng that future inven�ons will “complement the best
parts of human nature – crea�vity, empathy, stewardship – it
(the 4th industrial revolu�on) can li� humanity into a new
collec�ve and moral consciousness based on a shared sense
of des�ny”.
Similarly Google found in 2013 in ‘Project Oxygen’ that
among the eight most important quali�es of Google’s top
employees, STEM exper�se comes in last. The seven top
characteris�cs of success at Google are all so� skills: being a
good coach; communica�ng and listening well; possessing
insights into others (including others diﬀerent values and
points of view); having empathy toward and being
suppor�ve of one’s colleagues; being a good cri�cal thinker
and problem solver; and being able to make connec�ons
across complex ideas. This is consistent with the ﬁndings of
the employer-led Partnership for 21st Century Learning
which describes the founda�on skills for worker success as
the 4Cs: collabora�on, communica�on, cri�cal thinking, and
crea�vity. While the book Becoming Brilliant adds content
and conﬁdence for the 6Cs.
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Oakhill College calls upon
the best designers for
Master Plan

Giving to Oakhill

Leave a Legacy for Future Generations

Financial support is essential to the continued success of Oakhill
College. We encourage all members of the Oakhill College community
to support the Building Fund through annual gifts and contributions via the
Voluntary Building Fund. All gifts to the Oakhill College Building Fund are
tax-deductible.
By working together we can all make a difference here at the College in
providing the best possible facilities and resources for teaching and learning;
for both today’s students and the next generation.
You can make a tax-deductible gift to the Oakhill College Building Fund by
visiting http://www.schooleasypay.com.au/oakhill/
When making your donation please enter your Record ID as your year of
graduation or the year of your youngest child’s graduation. If you are a current
parent please use your Family ID from your school fees statement.

�ew

developments for the Oakhill College
campus are on the way to becoming a reality.
In November 2017, the College announced its
proposal to develop a Master Plan for the campus
that will place the Catholic secondary high school
in Castle Hill at the forefront of learning and
educa�on.
A design compe��on was subsequently launched
to select the architectural ﬁrm that will develop
the Master Plan.

You will automatically be sent a receipt in acknowledgement of your
generous donation at the end of the current financial year. For more
information, please contact Mrs Elke Forrest, Bursar and Operations Manager
by phone 9634 0801 or email eforrest@oakhill.nsw.edu.au
This is an opportunity to live out our Lasallian tradition “Enter to Learn.

Leave to Serve”.

Prior to the Masterplan announcement, the College
hosted a “think tank” session with leading
representa�ves in educa�on, design and architecture.
The purpose was to establish ideas on how to improve
the learning experience at the College.
Mrs Allison McNally
Marketing & Communications Coordinator

“We were overwhelmed by the level of interest in the
competition with ﬁve companies being invited to a
site tour and receive a detailed Master Plan brief,”
said the Principal of Oakhill College, Br Steve Hogan.

Three leading architectural ﬁrms were
short-listed and presented their design ideas to
the Master Planning Commi�ee in April. Mayoh
Architects, BVN and URBIS, all have strong
experience in designing contemporary learning
environments and each successfully addressed
the three design principals of the Master Plan
brief: ﬂexible innova�ve learning spaces that
inspire; connec�vity and ﬂuidity; and the
provision of a traﬃc and pedestrian solu�on.
In a Board Mee�ng held early in May, the College
announced URBIS as the winner of the
compe��on. URBIS will begin work on perfec�ng
the plans, in consulta�on with the Master Plan
Commi�ee. It is envisioned that the Master Plan
will be complete by September this year.
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Oakhill College Open Day A
Success

2018 REUNIONS
The following dates have been set for Reunions in 2018
Class of 1998

15th September

On Sunday 11 March Oakhill College held the 2018

Class of 1968

10th November

Over 300 students volunteered to help throughout
the day running guided tours of our College grounds
to showcase the facili�es. Students also assisted
teachers in classrooms with subject displays, cooked
a sausage sizzle for visitors, assisted with the catering
in the Centenary Sports Centre and generally making
guests feel welcome. Alumna and representa�ves
from the Parents and Friends Associa�on were vital in
ensuring all visitors received gelato on such a hot day!

and I am extremely proud of them. They uphold the
Lasallian principles including respect and inclusivity,
and act as strong ambassadors for Oakhill College.”

Open Day, welcoming one of the biggest crowds of
visitors seen in recent years.

Mark the date in your Calendar now. Formal invitations to the
Reunions will be sent approximately six weeks prior to the
Event.
We look forward to welcoming you all back to the College.

Mrs Allison McNally
Marketing and Communications Co-ordinator

Two Year 7 students, Noah Hemmings and Kaden
Govender, conﬁdently and eloquently addressed the
audience a�er each Principal’s Address. Having only
been at the College for six weeks, they shared their
personal experiences of Oakhill life.
Noah
commented, “At Oakhill you are given so many
opportunities to ‘Let your light shine’ whether it be
academic, sport, agriculture, or even drama or
music.”
Principal Br Steve Hogan thought the day was a
wonderful success. “Our students are our best asset

MYSTERY PHOTO
Can you identify the people in this photo?
A prize will be awarded to the person who is the first
to correctly name them.
Send entries to Maryanne Maree, at the College
or email drive@oakhill.nsw.edu.au
The Oakhill Drive (Volume 37) Mystery Competition winner is:
Gerard Woods - Class of 1978.
Photo of the 1973 12’s Basketball Team (Br. Ambrose - Coach)
L- R: Back row: M. Allen, C. Smith, M. Curry, G. Napoli, G. Cotton
Front row: S. Raferty, G. Woods, J. Jenkins (Captain)
(NB: College staff are ineligible to enter this competition)
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Art In The Hills

Celebra�ng Art, Crea�ng Community- that is the Art

in The Hills message and a fantas�c job we did of it
this year.

The Hills Prize
The winners of ‘The Hills Prize’ was announced on
the Opening Night Gala. A�er receiving 89 entries,
the judges chose 35 ﬁnalists. The lucky prize winner,
Ashley Frost, received a cheque of $7,000 and the
winning pain�ng will become part of the college art
collec�on.

More than 200 people ﬁlled the CSC foyer on Friday
23 March to celebrate the opening night. The
evening kicked oﬀ with a fabulous cocktail party and
the awarding of The Hills Prize. A�er which, Br Steve
oﬃcially opened the 47th Annual Art and Cra� Show.
Visitors viewed approximately 450 artworks while
being entertained by Oakhill music students.
The fun con�nued over the weekend, with patrons
busy vo�ng for the People’s Choice Award, buying a
pain�ng or ﬁnding something to please them at the
cra� stalls. The cafe provided some delicious oﬀering
from Oakhill families and the band’s performance on
Sunday a�ernoon let us ﬁnish the 3 day show with a
bang!
Thank you to all the Ar�sts and Ar�sans who gave
their work, �me and talents to be part of the Art in
the Hills this year. The show was a great success and
we raised more than $35,000 for the College.

Pictured L - R:
Artist Guy Morgan, Art
in The Hills
Ambassador, Johnny
Romeo and Judge for
The Hills Prize, Michael
Power.

Pictured above: The Hills Prize first place winner painting,
‘Alluring Dawn’ by Ashley Frost

The People’s Choice Awards
The Peoples’ Choice Award was hotly contested this
year with four ar�sts in close compe��on!
Congratula�ons to Javad Ziaolhagh for winning the
hearts of
show-goers with
his pain�ng �tled ‘
Watson’s Bay Ways’
Mrs Melissa Reeve
Art in the Hills
Co-ordinator

Pictured Right:
‘Watson’s Bay Ways’
by Javed Ziaolhagh

2018 P&F Committee
Thank you to the following people who will
be the P & F Committee for 2018.
President and Golf Day Co-ordinator
Sal Valenzisi
svalenzisi@gmail.com
0432 849 010
Vice-President and Art in the Hills Co-ordinator
Melissa Reeve
Melissa@reeve.net.au
0412 082 209
Secretary
Annette Schweikert
0416 053 525

abschweik@tpg.com.au

Treasurer
Debbie Gallagher
0416 182 066
Gala Day Co-ordinators
Louise Banno
0412 044 258
Rennae Nussbaumer
0413 992 003
IT Co-ordinator
Rupert Reeve
0412 815 333

Debbie@dgallagher.com.au

louiseb0212@gmail.com
rennaen1@gmail.com

Rupert@reeve.net.au
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Class of 1978

Personal Reminiscences - Class of 1978
“It takes a long �me to grow an old friend.”
John Leonard

Imagine this. It’s been 40 years. For some, there has

35 Alumni were reminiscing about the good old days.
“Do you remember when…” started a lot of
conversa�ons and many faces were being
inves�gated. “Do you remember me?” Nobody had
been forgo�en. Even PD, who most people had not
seen for 40 years did not skip a beat. In a similar
fashion to 10 years ago, it was diﬃcult in ge�ng the
crowd to leave the premises. Approximately 20 brave
souls con�nued the conversa�ons at a local club un�l
closing �me.

been a con�nued rela�onship with the school, either
via the next genera�on or si�ng on various
commi�ees. For others, only a snapshot of 1978 is
engraved in their minds. As people arrived, there was
a look of an�cipa�on and bewilderment, not only
rela�ng to the changes made to the school as they
made their way to the mee�ng point but also as to
how some people were untouched by �me. Of On behalf of the Seventy Eighters I would like to
course, for some of us our eyesight is not what it used thank the school for their con�nued support for the
Oakhill Alumni. Thanks to Maryanne Maree, Br Steve
to be.
Hogan, Bob Munday, and Heather Muirhead, keeper
As we were though�ully led through a tour of the of the records for an enjoyable a�ernoon. Thanks to
school by the Principal Br Steve Hogan, many of us my friends who made the eﬀort to a�end, especially
were careful to avoid the direct harsh sunlight on our those who came from overseas and postcodes
older but delicate skins. We could only wonder in unknown.
delight as to the advancements made since the days
of the chalkboard, the smoking room and air-con free
rooms. The amount of investment is a clear indica�on
It is with great sadness that I share the news that Aldo
that Oakhill College will be around for a long �me to
Pilloni who a�ended Oakhill in 1949 from Griﬃth NSW
come. The coﬀee machine within the Library was a
has passed away. Aldo suﬀered from liver cancer and
nice touch.
suﬀered pain over a long period of �me. He was an

Vale Aldo Pilloni

We made our way back to the Mackillop Pavilions
where a lovely a�ernoon tea was wai�ng. As the
pla�ers of food were slowly being emp�ed, around

inspira�on to his family and will be sadly missed by
them and the greater community of Griﬃth.
Gary Liversedge
Class of 1968
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La Salle College Hong Kong visit Oakhill College

Principal Br Steve Hogan and the La Salle College students

F

rom February 10 through to February 16, twelve students and two teachers from La Salle College Hong Kong
visited Oakhill College on an exchange programme.
La Salle College is recognised as the top school in Hong Kong for both academic excellence and an all-round
educa�on. While at Oakhill College the students were hosted by 6 families. These students par�cipated in the
family rou�ne and a�ended school with their hosts. It was a great way for both the Hong Kong students and
the Oakhill College students and families to share and understand about diﬀerent customs and cultures. This
ac�vity fulﬁls the strategic intent to develop young men and woman more understanding, tolerant, and
respec�ul of each other, more able to engage in the world with greater insight.
One of the host parents explained “when we agreed to the exchange program we had no idea it would be so
rewarding, unique, fun and educational for our whole family. We opened our home to these two boys, they
were a pleasure to host and we have no doubt created memorable memories for the boys and an opportunity
to creating long lasting friendship. Thank you for this wonderful opportunity, it certainly was an enjoyable
experience for all”.
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Taking A Gander At Uganda

�ot many people know themselves. Especially living
amongst the age of distrac�ons where everyone on
the streets are glued to their iPhones and iPads. If I've
learnt anything this past month being in Uganda, it's
that you ﬁnd yourself away from these distrac�ons
and in the simplici�es of life.

Life a�er gradua�ng from Oakhill in 2011 went by
quickly, as all alumni and respec�ve parents would
agree. Three years later I completed my Nursing
degree, and in 2017 I found myself having already
worked full-�me for another three years. Working in
a hospital, I thought that I have found my place but I
knew that something wasn't right. This is when I
embarked on a random trip out of my comfort zone in
the pursuit of ﬁnding more fulﬁlment than just
working forty hours a week.
During this trip I worked with a team of interna�onal
and local medical staﬀ to venture to rural ﬁshing
villages and schools, and to the slums of Kampala.
There we tested for HIV and Malaria, a�ended general
check-ups, distributed medica�ons, dressed wounds,
de-wormed adults and children and treated people
for Bilharzia (a parasite found in freshwater). Without
the distrac�on of television, undisturbed wi-ﬁ and
constant use of electronics I was able see life at its
rawest. Despite seeing the undeniable truth of living
in third-world poverty, there would always be beauty
that was ten-fold to counter the nega�vity. The
children were always happy, keeping themselves
entertained, and you would o�en ﬁnd people lying
under trees, content, to pass the �me.

Time also moved slower there; African �me meant
being at least 15mins later than the said �me
because they value their rela�onships with each
other more than punctuality. A good sense of
humour and an open mind are also a must, as you
never knew when you might step on animal manure
or when a child wants to hold your hand or touch
your arms because they had never seen white skin
before. Most importantly, gra�tude and pa�ence
were found in every corner; for example, pa�ents
had been wai�ng over four hours to have their HIV
consulta�on, but there were no sounds of
complaints to be heard.
Being in Uganda taught me to live in the moment, to
challenge what I had been taught as well as my
surroundings and to not merely follow the crowd. If
If I had not gone on this trip, I simply just would not
have known otherwise.
Opportuni�es such as Lasallians Without Borders
Team India and Team Philippines immersions
provide young adults these opportuni�es of growth
that go beyond what can be taught at school. The
point I want to make is that academia is important,
a�er all Medicine, Mathema�cs, English and
Science are all necessary for the survival of the
human race. However it is for love, the arts and our
rela�onships with one another where we grow and
what we live for.
Beatrice Chan
Alumni Student 2011
Beatrice was part of the Oakhill College Lasallians Without
Borders - Team India Immersion in 2010.
Everyone who goes on these immersion experiences
encounters God through the incredible work of the De La Salle
Brothers.
The impact that our Alumni can have on our world is Faith in
Action - Beatrice a Lasallian legend.
Enter to Learn Leave to Serve.
Mr Chris Goodman - Director of Mission
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Commi�ed Lasallian - Zoe Tidemann
they form a Lasallian iden�ty. This Lasallian iden�ty
and sense of a caring community has never been
stronger when our College has been challenged by
major incidents with some of our young men. Zoe
has helped our College in tes�ng �mes and is
comforted by our charism and solidarity that our
Lasallian community has at its core.

Zoe Tidemann featured far left.

It is with great pleasure to be able to write an ar�cle

about an Oakhill College staﬀ member Zoe Tidemann someone who lives and breathes Lasallian values. Zoe
has been a staﬀ member for over twelve years and in
this �me, embraced the core values of our school and
enhanced and built greater spirit within our Oakhill
community.
Zoe has just completed another major school musical
as Director of “Strictly Ballroom”. This work and her
passion as a drama teacher are an immeasurable gi�
that she brings to the Arts programs at Oakhill College.
The comradery, professionalism, teamwork, talents
and a great sense of fun that comes from the drama
events and drama building (Adrian) that is truly life
giving. Alongside many other amazing and commi�ed
staﬀ, Zoe has led students to a poten�al beyond their
wildest dreams. “Strictly Ballroom” had an ensemble of
over 100 talented students that literally blew the
audience away. It did not ma�er what role a student
had in the musical they con�nued to value, create and
build on a tradi�on of excellence. Zoe observes
students that can “be a part of a Lasallian community
through the structures of the performing arts and
working alongside students as they come to an
understanding of the power of their own empathy and
understanding of others.”

Zoe has been a great support and driver of the
Lasallians Without Borders program which takes
students to India every September holidays. A
‘veteran’ of 6 trips, Zoe considers India as her
special place even though it is working �relessly in
40-degree heat to dig holes or renovate the
Brothers communi�es. Working with the Brothers
and seeing the value of educa�on for the poor is
something that Zoe fully embraces. Her
management and care of our Oakhill students on
tour shows her loving and caring personality –
however to see her joy and compassion when she
goes into the trade schools and orphanages of India
shows a true Lasallian.
To conclude I believe that my colleague and friend
Zoe Tidemann can be summed up as a true Lasallian
by using a quote from our recent musical “Strictly
Ballroom” – “a life lived in fear is a life half lived”.
Zoe does not live her life in fear and her life is truly
full to the brim. The most important thing that Zoe
does is to ensure that no ma�er if she is teaching
drama, or counselling students, or plan�ng trees in
India her students should never live in fear - they
can achieve anything.
Zoe - thank you for making our Lasallian world a
be�er place.
Mr Chris Goodman
Director of Mission

Aside from her dedica�on to drama, Zoe has also
worked as a true Lasallian in her role as Dean of La
Salle, Years 7 and 8. She highlights the joy that she gets
from assis�ng and working alongside young men as
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Founder’s Day Mass

On Friday 18 May Oakhill College celebrated our

Founder, St John Baptist de La Salle with our Annual
Founders Mass held in morning by the Most
Reverend Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM Conv',
Father Fernando Montano and Father Shinto Francis.
St John Baptist de La Salle’s life was completely
changed by relationships, some ordinary and some
extraordinary – his relationship with Jesus Christ,
with his family, with Adrien Nyel, with the early
Brothers and with the students. Those relationships
defined his life. Today, 299 years after his death we
celebrate those first relationships for the legacy they
have left us.
Our students and staﬀ together in Homerooms
shared a morning tea together and pledged to
con�nue to shine our light brightly on this day, both
within our school community and throughout the
world. Making the pledge was the easy part of the
Founders Day - the challenge now is that it must be
lived.
To round oﬀ Founders Days Oakhill was privileged to
have our Darug elder, Uncles Wes have a Smoking

Ceremony as students walked ‘the Drive’. This
symbolised a sense of culture, belonging, cleansing
and togetherness.
Mr Chris Goodman
Director of Mission

Day of Diﬀerence

L

eading up to Founder’s Day everyone was given
the opportunity to reﬂect on our Lasallian Core
Values and to promote posi�ve rela�onships. A ‘Day
of Diﬀerence - Walk in Someone Else’s Shoes’ was
held the day before Founders Day. Walking a
diﬀerent path was addressed a�er the Founders
Day Mass, with our Year 12 Leaders producing a
though�ul and crea�ve video highligh�ng the need
to change nega�ve behaviours.
Below is the link to the video created by the Year 12
Leaders
h�ps://www.facebook.com/oakhillcollegeoﬃcial/vi
deos/571170683266755/
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Mother’s Day Mass

Fr Fernando and Oakhill College Altar Boys

T

hank you to the many Mothers, Fathers,
Grandparents, students, their siblings and members
of the De La Salle Brothers’ who ventured out on a
wintry night to a�end the Mother’s Day Mass. We
were encouraged by your presence and kind words
about the Mass. Father Fernando from St
Bernade�e’s Parish, Castle Hill celebrated the Mass.
He reminded us that Motherhood is like a Sacrament
– a visual sign of invisible grace. Through our
Mothers, we understand something more about
God. Their uncondi�onal love reﬂects Jesus’
sacriﬁcial and undying love. Their calling from God is
for life. As parents, we ﬁnd strength as we live out
our voca�on. The video we hoped to show on the
night can be found on the following link:
Journey Box Media, Here’s to the Mothers,
h�ps://www.worshiphousemedia.com/minimovies/
45317/heres-to-the-mothers

We are deeply thankful for the many people who
made the event possible. Mrs Rachel Hann worked
�relessly with the team of musicians and singers.
Thank you, Mrs Hann, musicians and choir, for li�ing
our spirits and honouring our Lord through your gi�
of music. Thank you to Gayle Norton, Michelle
Scarsbrook and her sons Andrew and Ma�hew, who
volunteered to par�cipate in the readings and
oﬀertory. Thank you to our Altar Servers, Jet Chong
and James Weppner, who through their reverence
and service, lead us to a stronger awareness of the
presence of God. The Lasallian leaders served us by
their availability and preparedness to do many tasks.
Thank you to our maintenance team who responded
promptly to our many requests. Thank you, Miss
Rebekah Quill and Hospitality students, for catering
for peckish tummies. For the assistance of staﬀ from
the prin�ng room, Trisha Booth and Debbie Behn,
thank you for making the booklets and gi� cards
possible. Thank you, too, Chris Goodman for
coordina�ng the logis�cs of the event. You are all an
ornament to the Gospel.
Friday Mass has recommenced. We invite the Oakhill
College community, both parents and staﬀ, to join us
in worship as we pray and share at the Eucharis�c
table. Year 8 are invited to take an ac�ve role in
leading the Masses through the readings and the
oﬀertory procession.
Fr Shinto Francis from St Bernade�e’s Parish Castle
Hill and Fr Stephen Wayoyi from St Agatha’s Parish
Pennant Hills will celebrate the Masses throughout
Term 2. We remain grateful for their Ministry and
commitment to Oakhill College.
Mrs Charlotte Burton
Acting Prayer & Liturgy Coordinator

Mother’s Day Mass in the Chapel

THE OAKHILL DRIVE – Volume 38 | August 2018 | www.oakhill.nsw.edu.au

12

Gala Day 2018 a�racts
crowds from far and wide
On Saturday, 16 June Oakhill College welcomed
around 3000 visitors to the 2018 Gala Day.
Originally started by the Parents and Friends
Commi�ee 11 years ago to raise funds for the
College, the Gala Day is a day to celebrate and
strengthen our College community.
Sport plays an important part of the day. This year the
College ﬁelded over 50 spor�ng teams with students
par�cipa�ng in a variety of sports including rugby,
soccer, netball, hockey and tennis during the day.

Students with our farm animals

A sense of enthusiasm, pride and fun was in the air
with so many rides to experience and stalls on oﬀer. It
was a busy day and a wonderful opportunity to share
our community spirit with others.
Thank you to all those who a�ended as well as a big
thank you to all our sponsors.
Mrs Allison McNally
Marketing & Communications Coordinator

Onlookers enjoying a game of Rugby

Students enjoying the sports and Gala Day stalls

One of the popular food stalls on the day
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The Strictly Ballroom Cast

The Curtain Closes for Strictly Ballroom
A�er ﬁve months of rehearsals and a sold-out preview and performance season, Oakhill College’s produc�on
of Baz Luhrmann’s “Strictly Ballroom” had its ﬁnal curtain on Saturday, 23 June 2018.
With over 150 students involved from Years 7-12, this was an epic produc�on where teamwork was
paramount. From set to lights, to costumes, to the band, to the oﬀ-stage crew and on-stage performance,
every element meshed together to tell this very Australian, very heart-warming story.
Directors Ms Zoe Tidemann and Mr Anthony Timmins were thrilled with the response from the community.
‘Oakhill has a strong tradition of excellence in Performing Arts. This avenue allows our students to be involved
in a creative collaboration over several months alongside their peers and teachers.” said Ms Tidemann.
“Students learn the value of hard work
and dedication, the ability to
communicate with passion and
conﬁdence, they make strong social
connections and grow in their ability to
believe in themselves.” said Mr
Timmins.
Congratula�ons to the cast, crew and
staﬀ who brought this produc�on to the
stage and thank you to everyone who
came together to share this Australian
tale… love is very much in the air!
Mrs Allison McNally
Marketing & Communications Coordinator
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Women celebrated at
Oakhill College on
Interna�onal Women’s Day

Principal Brother Steve Hogan supported the 2018
Interna�onal Women's Day campaign theme ‘Press for
Progress’.
‘Women are to be encouraged to step boldly and press
forward to progress gender parity. Everyone is en�tled
to the same opportuni�es and responsibili�es’.
Mrs Allison McNally
Marketing & Communications Coordinator

Pictured L-R: Michelle Byrne,Sarrah Le Marquand,
Jacqueline Gibbs

O

n Wednesday 8 March, Sarrah Le Marquand,
Columnist and editor-in-chief at News Corp spoke
at a special event to celebrate Interna�onal
Women’s Day at Oakhill College.

Pictured L-R: Shannyn Bissett, Lindsay Mills and Capri Vidler

Sarrah was joined by a panel of special guests
including Michelle Byrne, LMayor Hills Shire
Council and Jacqueline Gibbs, AIME (Australian
Indigenous Mentoring Experience) Western
Sydney Program Manager.
The evening was very successful, and our three
guests speaking from the heart and with passion.
Current and future Oakhill College Girls, parents
and staﬀ were invited celebrate the achievements
of women. The panel discussion focused on
individual success and challenges in the face of
adversity.

Pictured L-R: Ranika Walsh and Renee Khamis

Sarrah Le Marquand, an Oakhill College graduate
is par�cularly passionate about issues aﬀec�ng
women and gender equality.
‘The need for change is apparent in our society.
We are searching for equality in every facet of life,
including social, economic, cultural and political
circles. Visibility and awareness help drive positive
change for women’.
‘Oakhill College oﬀers many opportunities for
young women to become independent,
responsible, and reﬂective citizens who make a
diﬀerence.’ said Sarrah.
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Oakhill College Sports Lunch
a Winner
Alumni, ex-students, friends and family came in their
droves to a�end the inaugural Oakhill College Sports
Lunch that was held at Castle Hill RSL on Friday, 22
June.

enjoyable event.
“It was wonderful to see so many Oakhill College
alumni a�ending the lunch. Their enthusiasm and
passion for the College was evident. To all those who
supported the event, thank you and we look forward
to seeing you back next year.” said Principal of Oakhill
College, Brother Steve Hogan.
Mrs Allison McNally
Marketing & Communications Coordinator

Alumni Golf Day

The extremely successful event provided an
opportunity for both past and present students to
catch up with friends and staﬀ and launch a
fundraising campaign (3-5 years) for the con�nued
improvement of the College’s spor�ng facili�es.
Simon Bouda, Senior Journalist and Reporter at Nine
Network Australia was the Master of Ceremonies on
the day. He was joined by an outstanding panel of
Oakhill alumni sports stars including Grant Brits,
former Olympic Swimmer; Andrew Pasterﬁeld,
former Paralympic Gold Medal swimmer; Lachlan
Anderson, Australian Rugby 7’s player and Russell
Garne�, former Olympian European Handball.
Current teachers at Oakhill College including Tarsha
Gale, re�red Australian Rugby League Captain and
Nickie Wickert, re�red Women’s Australian Rugby
Union Captain, were also on the panel.

Twenty Alumni students a�ended the Alumni Golf
day this year. It was a challenging game played at
Bungool as it was a clear windy day. Many managed
to pu� well and resulted with good scores. Many
players were not regular golfers which contributed to
the fun of the day but a�ended to catch up with old
school friends.
A�er golf was ﬁnished we all went back to the club
for a few drinks and the presenta�on. The winners of
the day taking home the Memorial Cup was the
group consis�ng of Andrew Gallagher, Mino Pellizon,
Paul Tuminello and Keven Doughty. All players also
took home many good prizes.
Next year we would love to see more Alumni
students a�end the Alumni Golf Day which will be
held on 3rd May 2019 at Stonecu�ers Ridge Golf
Club. Please see the end of the Alumni Golf Day Flyer
at the end of the Newsle�er.
Paul Brown
Golf Day Coordinator

NSW State of Origin squad member, Luke Keary, was
unable to a�end on the day due to prior spor�ng
commitments. Keary however, sent an inspiring
video message conveying his enthusiasm and
support for such an event. This enthusiasm echoed
throughout the room with alumni from many
genera�ons repea�ng Keary’s sugges�on that the
event become an annual reunion for the College
community.
Former Australian Test cricketer, Kerry O’Keeﬀe,
entertained the crowd with his unique style of
storytelling. He was a good ﬁt for a tremendously
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Ex-Student News

Peter Bowden - Class of 2006
Peter Bowden is one of four family members who
a�ended Oakhill College. Peter graduated in the
Class of 2006 and completed his Civil Engineering
and Project Management studies at the University of
Technology Sydney. He is married to Diana who is
also a Professional Engineer.
Peter established his company, ‘Wildara Australia’ in
2015. Wildara provides professional services to
commercial and government clients in the
construc�on sector including requirements
deﬁni�on, design, construc�on, commissioning,
handover and post acceptance maintenance.

Amy Bugeja and Luke Keary on their wedding day
Luke Keary and Amy Bugeja - Class of 2010
Luke and Amy ﬁrst met when Amy commenced at
Oakhill College in 2009. They began da�ng that year
and graduated together in the class of 2010.
A�er seven and a half years of da�ng, Luke proposed
to Amy at sunset on the harbour at Mrs Macquarie’s
Chair.

Located in Newcastle, NSW, Wildara has not only
secured clients in Australia, but also has
interna�onal contracts in Thailand and Papua New
Guinea (PNG). The photo below captures Peter with
his PNG team on site at the Bomana War Cemetery
where Peter completed a contract with the
Department of Veterans’ Aﬀairs to replace 3,000
headstones.

They were married in the De Le Salle Chapel on
October 14th 2017 surrounded by family and friends.
The recep�on followed at the beau�ful Le Montage in
Lilyﬁeld. One day a�er their amazing wedding they
je�ed oﬀ on their honeymoon for three weeks
around USA and Mexico.
This year they celebrate nine years being together.

Joel Hogan
Class of 2005

Joel Hogan

Peter Bowden and his PNG team

Joel is known for his intense onscreen presence, whether it's as a charming
roman�c lead or an irra�onal, ruthless villain. A�er gradua�ng with honours
from a pres�gious performing arts college at age 19, he was ﬂown to Virginia,
USA to be involved in the TV series Dirty Dancing: The Time of Your Life
(2007). He then went on to study ac�ng in New York City and played the lead
in The Skin of Our Teeth, in the role that Montgomery Cli� originally played on
Broadway. Returning to Australia, Joel dropped his weight down to 121 lbs to
play the �tle role of a Methamphetamine addict in Travis Jenkins (2013). Joel
was then ﬂown to Sea�le, Washington to play the lead in the thriller Paradise
Lodge (2014). He currently lives in Los Angeles and has since starred in the
feature ﬁlms Actor for Hire (2015), Open Water 3: Cage Dive (2017), C.A.M
(2016) and Chameleon (2017). Joel also currently works as a writer.
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Ex-Student News
Peter Mudge
Class of 1975
I ﬁrst walked up the Oakhill
Drive in early 1967 with my
twin brother Robert. We
began in what was then Year
5 and Oakhill was s�ll a
boarding school, with many
boarders
from
PNG,
Malaysia
and
other
countries. Nine years later,
in 1975, we completed the
Peter Mudge
HSC together in what was
then a much smaller school of about 900 students.
Three of our brothers were also to complete their
educa�on at Oakhill – John (1976), Geoﬀrey (1978)
and Andrew (1980)
During those years Oakhill gave me a great deal on
which to build my future career and passions –
including a love of outdoor ac�vity, friendships, the
charism of St John Bap�st De La Salle, literature, art,
and many more. Lasallian spirituality was to inﬂuence
me for a further ﬁve years a�er I joined the De La
Salle Brothers as a novice and then a scholas�c
(1976-1980). This �me the Lasallian legacy was to
equip me in other areas such as spirituality, theology,
and biblical studies. This encouraged me to complete
a BADipEd (Macquarie) and eventually a Doctor of
Theology (MCD). To date, I have published over 50
academic ar�cles in my capacity as Senior Lecturer in
Religious Educa�on and Spirituality. It has been an
honour for me to teach over 1,000 ter�ary students
and many other adults in small groups and school PD
se�ngs.
Over the years I have been employed as a secondary
school teacher and retreat team member. I have been

privileged to work in adult educa�on (Rockhampton),
secondary consultancy (Wollongong, Parrama�a), as
Administrator of Mission (R.E. & Spirituality) in
Wilcannia/Forbes Diocese (all 1986-2010), and as a
lecturer at the University of Newcastle (2011-2017). I
have been fortunate to present papers in conferences
in Australia, New Zealand, Germany, Holland and the
UK.
Currently, I am working as a lecturer and course
designer at the Australian Catholic University. I am
married to Gwendoline, and have a son Christopher
(Oakhill, Class of 2010) and a daughter Nicola (d.
2006). Oakhill and St John Bap�st De La Salle remain
founda�onal inﬂuences in my life to this day.

Nicholas and Chloe Nadile

Nicholas and Chloe Nadile
Nicholas and Chloe’s wedding was held at Oakhill
Chapel on 5 May 2018. It was a stunning day, and
Autumn was well and truly shining. Nicholas and
Chloe were high school sweethearts and met when
Chloe was 16 and Nicholas was 19 and have been
together ever since. Their wedding was the "icing on
our cake" and they had a wonderful day.

2019 is the Tercentenary of the life of St. John the Bap�st
De La Salle. A number of events have been planned
including a Tercentenary Mass at St. Mary’s Cathedral in
May.
If you are able to assist with sponsorship please contact
Joanne Nehme at the De La Salle Provincial Oﬃce at
joannenehme@delasalle.org.au
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Ex-Student News
We are holding a fundraiser
on
18 August at
Curl Curl Lifesaving Club
There will be an auc�on. Any
dona�ons including cash
dona�ons for the auc�on would
be greatly appreciated by Jay and
his family. If someone can do
this, its Jay, we need to rally
around to get him there.
Thank you.
For Dona�ons please contact:
Tamara Stevens—0402 536 622
Jay Stevens
Class of 2003
Jay Stevens, has just turned 33 years old. Unfortunately he did celebrate his birthday the way he had
expected. Earlier this year Jay was at a large work conference in Uluru. For achieving over their targets, the
company rewarded some staﬀ with a helicopter ﬂight over Uluru. Jay was one of these recipients. Four
helicopters were ferrying the staﬀ throughout the a�ernoon. Jay’s ﬂight was the second last one for the day.
A few minutes into the ﬂight they had to do an emergency landing. This landing did not go well, the helicopter
had rolled down the sand dune landing on its side. Jay was taken to Alice Springs Hospital and then
transferred to Royal Adelaide Hospital for surgery. He sustained several broken ribs, pelvic and spinal injuries
and a large lacera�on to his foot. Jay had to have a spinal fusion from T11-L1 and decompression of his spinal
cord, he was le� paralysed, unable to move his legs and leaving him in a wheelchair.
When he was stable he was transferred back to Sydney to Royal North Shore Spinal Unit and then onto Royal
Ryde Rehab where he has been recently discharged home, 155 days post accident. Jay has remained strong
and determined throughout this ordeal with the help and support of his beau�ful wife Mel and his two year
old son Kai. Adjus�ng post accident has been a big life adjustment. His previous daily rou�ne would be a large
run around Narrabeen Lake and a surf before work. Jay has turned his focus onto the gym and the journey to
being able to walk again. His daily rou�ne now consists of the gym every morning, swimming at the beach,
and hand cycling around Narrabeen lake. Jay has an unwavering determina�on to get back onto his feet, to
walk and play with his son.
The rehab therapies in Sydney are quite limited for Jay due to the classiﬁca�on of his injuries. He has been
looking abroad to Los Angeles Strides SCI Func�onal Fitness who oﬀer specialised programs for people with
spinal cord injuries and paralysis. They focus on mobility and challenging the limits of believed possibility to
their pa�ents. Their primary goal is for each client to be out of the chair for the en�re session, this is
something Jay has found diﬃcult to ﬁnd here in Australia.
Ms Tamara Stevens
Jay Steven’s Sister and 2005 Alumni

THE OAKHILL DRIVE – Volume 38 | August 2018 | www.oakhill.nsw.edu.au

19

ALUMNI GOLF DAY
Friday 3 May 2019
Stonecu�ers Ridge Golf Club
86 Stonecu�ers Drive, Colebee, NSW 2761
Ambrose Style Tournament
18 Holes - Registra�on 8.00am
Tee Oﬀ - 9.00am
Morning Tea and Lunch is provided
All Former Students and Friends
of Oakhill College are wecome
Golf Lunch and Cart included - $150
Lunch only - $40
Sponsorship Package - $200
Book now at www.trybooking.com/396402
Enquiries:
Paul Brown
Nick Creagh
David Creagh
Gerard Woods

busybrownies@hotmail.com
nickcreagh@yahoo.com
dcreagh60@gmail.com
gw.helmwoods@bigpond.com

Oakhill College

drive@oakhill.nsw.edu.au

0419 994 584
0419 238 421

Please update your information
Communication between the College and generations of families, past and present is important
to the Oakhill College community. You can update your current details by entering this address in
your browser http://www.oakhill.nsw.edu.au/alumni-update/ and completing the form.
Contributions to the Oakhill Drive publication are more than welcome. Please let us know what has been
happening in your life since you last “walked down the Drive”. Email your article (100-150 words) and photo to
drive@oakhill.nsw.edu.au
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