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The Year 9 Centre

The Year 9 Centre

The Year 9 Centre was developed in 1997 to provide a unique
educational experience for students and to meet the needs of
young people in a time of change. We aim to foster a sense of
individual worth and a feeling of community, by focusing on
building positive relationships.

The Year 9 Centre’s Vision Statement

We recognise that students in the 14-15 year old age group are developing a sense of who they are; spiritually, mentally,
physically and socially. The Year 9 Centre provides a special environment where students can focus on the development
of their individuality whilst maintaining social interaction with their peers. Students become personally involved with their

education by participating and collaborating in an integrated, hands-on program.

The Year 9 staff specialise in the needs of middle adolescence. They see the child as a whole person; an individual who
needs adult support and guidance during one of the most important stages of their life. Students continue to move from
a dependent stage in their development into a more independent stage. The staff help the child make the transition
through this stage of their adolescence as smoothly as possible and at the same time encourage each student to

become a lifelong learner and gain strong Christian values.

Students will learn as a member of a homeroom group in core subjects and as members of different groups in elective
classes and Focus Weeks. Staff are focused on how students learn, and work towards developing a growth mindset in
students. One of our aims is to show students that learning is within their grasp and is their responsibility, assisting

students in making a confident transition into Senior School.
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The Year 9 Centre

The Year 9 Learning Centre...

Recognises the ongoing nature of learning

Acknowledges that learning involves taking risks

Recognises the variety of ways in which we learn

Encourages participation from parents and students in decision-making

Recognises that at different times of the year, different programs require intense focus and attention, which impact

significantly upon the regular delivery of the curriculum

Ensures a team approach to the development of the whole curriculum across the year
Focuses on current community issues

Exposes students to the world beyond their local community

Encourages professional dialogue about the learning needs of young adolescents
Acknowledges the value of having fun

Promotes a culture of lifelong learning

Involves teachers working with collaborative groups of students

Provides a supportive learning environment

Involves students in co-curricular activities

Offers students experiences in rural and city environments, as well as their local community

Fosters a close sense of community amongst the students through the emphasis on teamwork and collaboration
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The Year 9 Centre

Homework in Year 9

Students are encouraged to be self-directed leamners; and to achieve this, they must develop the critical skills to make
good decisions about how to manage their time. Homework should not be seen as a tedious process, but rather as a
critical part of the learning to be managed by a young adult. Developing a routine of regular study and homework
provides a solid basis for future learning. Students are expected to complete both homework and study throughout

the year.

Homework tasks may include:

® tasks which build on and contribute to the leamning occurring in the classroom
® completing research or other aspects of assessment tasks
® synthesis and application of concepts taught

® skills practice

® reading

® learning reflections

® viewing or listening to relevant media

Study may include:

® set revision tasks for tests and exams

® summarising and reviewing class presentations and notes

*® self-directed study and revision for exams, tests and for improved understanding of concepts taught

Study Support and Resources

Students are encouraged to take responsibility for their learning at school, while involved in offsite programs and at

home.

Students are provided with a college diary, which is jointly monitored by teaching staff and parents or guardians. There is
also a range of applications available to students on their notebook computers that should be used as tools to support

learning during their time at Year 9.
A number of online educational tools are also used for class, offsite and home learning tasks.

Study strategies and tools are introduced through the Pastoral Care program: It’s A W.R.A.P.. Students are encouraged to

try all of these to see what works best for their learning needs.

Year 9 students are advised to devote a minimum of 6 to 7 hours per week to study outside of class. Below is a
suggested breakdown to allocate that time:

® Reading beyond classroom (20 minutes per night)
® Maths (90 minutes per week)

® Languages (60 minutes per week)

® Humanities (60 minutes per week)

* English (60 minutes per week)

® Science (60 minutes per week)

® Other subjects (60 minutes per week)
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Teaching and Learning

Teaching and Learning

The curriculum delivered at Year 9 comprises three sections:

1. Core Program
2. Electives Program

3. Focus Weeks Program

Core Program

The Core Program comprises of the following subjects:

® English

® English - Targeted Literacy Support (TLS)*
® Health and Physical Education

¢ Humanities

® It's a W.RAP. (Pastoral Care Program: Wellbeing Reflection and Planning)
® Language - Chinese (Mandarin)

® language — Advanced Chinese (Mandarin)
® Language — German

® Mathematics

® Religion Today

® Science

*TLS is not an open entry subject. There are specific guidelines set by the College for entry into this subject.
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Teaching and Learning

Electives Program

The elective program provides opportunities for students to discover talents, find new interests or determine whether
they wish to pursue a particular subject at Senior School. Most electives have a Senior School pathway, but others such

as Racing for the Future or Model Solar Vehicle Challenge, are experiential and provide unique opportunities for students.

Students will study two electives per semester. All electives are worth one unit, meaning they run for one semester,
except for Racing for the Future and Model Solar Vehicle Challenge which run for the whole year and take up two units.

Choosing these subjects limits you access to other electives.

The elective choices are:

® Ahead of the Game

® App Development

® Art

® Dance - Intentional Choreography
® Design and Technology

¢ Digital Design

® Drama - Laughing Matters

® E-Sports Startup

¢ Future Voices

® Intelligent Fashion

® Literature

® Mind Matters

®* Model Solar Vehicle Challenge (2 Units)
® Music Performance 1

® Music Performance 2

® Music Technology

® Outdoor Education

® Racing for the Future (2 Units)

® Show Me the Money

® Visual Communication Design

® What’s Growing On?
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Teaching and Learning

Focus Weeks Program

During Focus Weeks, the regular timetable ceases and students rotate through four, week-long, specific learning units.

During a Focus Week, students will concentrate all of their core learning time on the set area of focus, encouraging them
to delve deeply into a specific challenge. Each program addresses Year 9 students’ needs by providing relevant learning
experiences which help develop higher order thinking skills. They collaborate, think creatively, problem-solve and
develop products for an authentic purpose and audience. While providing a unique learning experience, Focus Weeks

also address the core outcomes of the regular program, supporting the everyday learning at Year 9.

Focus Week Units

Faith in Action
Students will have the opportunity to live out Overnewton's core value of "Community". Students will learn about the
factors that lead to homelessness, have an opportunity to help at a homeless shelter and experience some of the

difficulties associated with being homeless.

Future Earth
Students enhance their understanding of global environmental systems and energy efficiency. Students examine the

cycling of carbon and the impact of human activity on its balance within the Earth’s spheres.

Mighty Melbourne
Throughout this program, which is aligned with Humanities, students develop independence and confidence as they
explore Melbourne’s inner city. They use their mapping and negotiation skills, undertake research, collaborate with local

organisations and work in a team to discover the city of Melbourne in depth.

Writers’ Workshop*

Writers” Workshop links Year 9 students with a Junior School “buddy” with whom they meet throughout the week.
Based on the Junior School student’s interests, the Year 9 student writes a children’s narrative using age appropriate
language and literary devices. Year 9 students are exposed to a range of artistic techniques relevant to illustrating a
children’s book. The final illustrated product is presented as a gift to the Junior School student at the conclusion of

the week.

*Students who chose Outdoor Education will not be participating in Writer's Workshop and will be attending Camp instead.

ASSESSMENT

Assessment is a combination of the final product as well as ongoing skills, such as collaboration, I.C.T. and work habits.

2027 Course Information Year 9



Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award scheme is an opportunity
aimed at empowering young people to explore their potential
and achieve personal success.

This enriching challenge presents students a balanced, non-competitive program of voluntary activities, which encourages
personal discovery and growth, self-reliance, perseverance, responsibility to themselves and service to their community.
It is structured so students can design their own unique program centred on their interests and passions. The experiences

gained can additionally assist those pursuing part time employment or in choosing a career path in the future.

To achieve the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award, students need to demonstrate a regular commitment to four distinct
areas over an extended period of time. These are Service, Adventurous Journey, Physical Recreation and Skills. Students
are able to complete the ‘Adventurous Journey’ component as a part of the Outdoor Education or Racing for the Future
subjects. Students will be required to undertake the ‘Service’, ‘Physical Recreation” and Skills’” components of the
award in their own time. At Year 9, students are supported by a program supervisor in their organisation of these

components and the completion of online record keeping.

Physical Recreation

Exercise is a great way to clear the mind and gain focus in other aspects of life. This component requires regular
commitment to and participation in a physical activity. This could be through a team sport, individual pursuit or just for
fun. It does not need to be involvement in a formal competition, but should relate to students’ interests and personal

goals. This component is to be completed during students’ own time.

Skill

Skill requires choosing a non-physical activity which students want to improve in, or have always wanted to try. As it is so
broad, Skill provides students with the opportunity to take part in an activity that truly interests them, and develop skills
they previously thought out of their reach. Activities chosen should be enjoyable and realistic goals set, so that at the

end of this component, participants feel a real sense of achievement. It could include anything from refereeing, to DJing,

to learning a musical instrument to jewellery making. This component is to be completed during students’ own time.
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Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award

Volunteering

Volunteering offers a young person the opportunity to engage with society and gain an understanding of the importance
of their role within both their immediate and global community. It gives them the chance to connect with individuals
and groups they may have previously overlooked or not been aware of, and to make a real difference to their world.
Students should be driven by their interests and passions to direct this component; this could include environmental
work, helping younger children or participating in charity work. Students must find their own voluntary service placement

and hours must be completed in the student’'s own time.

Adventurous Journey

The Adventurous Journey component involves undertaking a journey in a challenging environment. Participants will
experience both highs and lows throughout the training, preparation and the actual journey. Although a challenging
experience, students gain a significant sense of accomplishment and achievement, often reflecting on the memories and
growth experienced. Students wishing to complete the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award should select either Outdoor Education or

Racing for the Future to satisfy this component.

ASSESSMENT

Students are required to submit a completed ‘Online Record Book’, which they can access after registering with Awards
Victoria. This records how they have met the requirements of each component of the Award. If this is deemed

satisfactory, students are awarded ‘The Duke of Edinburgh’s Bronze Award’.

Please Note: Refer to the Cost Schedule for details of costs relevant to this subject.

10
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Core Subjects

Core Subjects

English

This subject is designed to enrich reading, writing, listening
and speaking, whilst simultaneously developing critical and
creative thinking when analysing texts.

DURATION OF SUBJECT

Full year

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Students are exposed to a number of writing styles and genres to enhance the English Language Modes of Reading,

Writing, Speaking and Listening.

A variety of both literary and persuasive texts are explored throughout the year to enhance and develop students’
English skills, as well as their critical and creative thinking. Selected texts introduce challenging questions about the world
in which we live and the human experience. Students consider the way a text’s vocabulary and features create meaning,
and respond to these texts in a variety of forms, thus providing them with opportunities to practise and extend their

writing.

A study of persuasion provides students with an opportunity to consider the way arguments are developed and
delivered in many forms of media techniques. Students practise analysing persuasive texts through short-answer

questions and then through extended analytical essay writing.

ASSESSMENT

Tasks that students are required to complete may include analytical, personal, and persuasive writing, oral presentations,

and end-of-semester examinations.
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Core Subjects

English — Targeted Literacy Support

Targeted Literacy Support (TLS) supports the development
of reading, writing, speaking and listening skills for students
with a demonstrated need for literacy support.

DURATION OF SUBJECT

Full year

COURSE DESCRIPTION

As far as is practicable, the program is tailored to meet the individual literacy needs of each student. There is a high focus
on consulting with staff at Year 9 to ensure that students are supported in their learning across all subject areas. Content
will vary due to the individualised nature of the program but may include: developing comprehension, summarising and
analysing skills, development of writing and spelling strategies, essay writing styles and skills, extension of vocabulary,
compiling of bibliographies, the development of effective study habits and routines, research skills and using the Internet

and other sources of information with discernment.

This is not an open entry subject. There are specific guidelines set out by the College for entry into this subject.

ASSESSMENT

Assessment in this subject is formative and is based on negotiated individual student goals. As a result, the
end-of-semester reports will be descriptive in nature. Activities include vocabulary building activities, creative writing

tasks, explicit teaching and practice of writing structures, class discussions and note-taking and summarising.
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Core Subjects

Health and Physical Education

This subject incorporates two main areas: Personal, Social
and Community Health; and Movement and Physical
Activity.

DURATION OF SUBJECT

Full year

COURSE DESCRIPTION

In Semester 1, students explore the application of Newton’s Laws of Motion and Biomechanics in sports. They also
examine a range of fitness options and develop an understanding of the importance of an active lifestyle for maintaining
health and wellbeing. In Semester 2, students study the role of food in their lives and consider the influences on their

choices and investigate the health and fitness initiatives implemented across the broader community.

Students take part in a range of small-sided games, individual challenges and team sports to delve into ideas, such as fair
play, ethical choices, movement strategies and concepts, utilising feedback effectively and planning to improve

performance.

ASSESSMENT

Tasks that students are required to complete may include: individual and group tasks, self-assessments, peer

assessments, reflective journals, written reports or multimedia presentations.
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Core Subjects

Humanities

Students study Australian history between the years of 1750
to 1918 in Semester | and then examine issues of biodiversity
and global connectedness in Semester 2.

DURATION OF SUBJECT

Full year

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Students investigate key aspects of World War | and the Australian experience of the war, including the nature and
significance of the war in world and Australian history. They examine where Australia fought, the nature of warfare and

the Gallipoli campaign.

Skills in historical reasoning and interpretation are developed including: analysing sources, creating research questions,
locating relevant resources, consulting a wide range of primary and secondary sources and extending their use of

referencing and bibliographies.

In the Geography unit, students examine the personal and global patterns of food production and consumption. They
investigate the capacity of the world’s environment to sustainably feed the projected future population, in the face of

competing land uses such as biofuel and urbanisation.

Students also examine the connectedness of Australia with its region and the world. They explore the nature and impact
on Australia’s connections with particular emphasis on social and economic ties. The ability of a student to act locally,

but with a regional and global view of the consequences is investigated.

ASSESSMENT

This course is assessed through the completion of individual and group research tasks, written and oral responses, essays

and examinations.
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Core Subjects

It'sa W.RA.P. (Pastoral Care Program: Wellbeing
Reflection and Planning)

The College’s Pastoral Care Program focuses on the values of
respect, learning and community and is underpinned by the
ethos of the Anglican Church.

DURATION OF SUBJECT

Full year

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The program promotes student wellbeing and aims to facilitate strong social relationships among members of the
College community. Skills that students aim to develop and improve include: general organisation, conflict resolution,

resilience, goal setting and self-reflection, coping and problem-solving, confidence and effective communication.

At Year 9, Pastoral Care is undertaken weekly during It’s a W.R.A.P. These sessions allow students to develop the above
skills through the use of class conferences and meetings, circle time activities and thinking routines. Students are also
involved in reflective discussions and activities which aim to improve their metacognitive skills and enhance the goal
setting experience. As examinations approach, Pastoral Care time is also used to assist students to develop key study
skills including: organising their time, establishing homework routines, utilising goal planners, summarising, note-taking and
revising. As they reflect on their progress, students consider personal strengths and weaknesses and explore possible

pathways into Senior School and beyond.

During It’s a W.R.A.P. sessions, students investigate social and emotional issues relevant to their adolescent development.
Throughout the year, students will develop skills and understanding in the topics of Growth Mindset, Healthy
Relationships, Adolescent Risks and Identity. Guest speakers are invited to share their expertise related to adolescent

topical issues.

Throughout the year, assemblies and chapel are also held during this time. Student leaders are charged with the task of
preparing assemblies and aim to give as many students as possible the opportunity to speak in front of their peers, thus
providing valuable public speaking experience. Students’ work is celebrated and recognised in front of the Year 9 cohort

and awards are presented to individual students to acknowledge their efforts.
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Core Subjects

Language - Chinese (Mandarin)

This course is designed to provide students with language
skills and intercultural knowledge to enable them to
communicate effectively in Chinese (Mandarin). It will
provide a potential pathway to study VCE Chinese Language,
Culture and Society.

DURATION OF SUBJECT

Full year

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The Chinese language course places emphasis on cross-cultural communication skills and enhances intercultural
awareness. Students will use the language learnt through diverse learning activities. To further enhance student cultural
experience in this language, students are offered opportunities to participate in various activities, competitions and

workshops.

Students learn to apply knowledge of the standard, everyday spoken and written Chinese to a range of simple tasks and
roles. They will understand, speak, read and write the standard language in a range of familiar and unfamiliar settings and
in social-cultural and social-linguistics contexts. Topics include jobs and future aspirations, clothing, directions and friends’

characters.

ASSESSMENT

Tasks that students will be required to complete include listening and reading comprehension assessments, a range of
speaking tasks and written tasks. Students will be assessed through oral and skills assessments on topics learnt for each

term.

Please Note: Current Overnewton students will undertake one of the three Languages subjects, or Targeted Literacy Support

as a continuation of the study choice they completed in Middle School.
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Core Subjects

l.anguage - Advanced Chinese (Mandarin)

This course offers an advanced study of the social, cultural,
and linguistic aspects of Chinese (Mandarin). It will provide a
strong foundation for VCE preparation.

DURATION OF SUBJECT

Full year

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is designed to extend students who have completed the CLIL Mandarin program through Year 8, have been
recommended for the subject by their Year 8 Mandarin teacher, or already have background proficiency of Chinese either
through significant interactions with this language or through their initial linguistic development in their formative

pre-school years.

Students will deepen their understanding and knowledge of this language and extend their proficiency in reading and

listening comprehension as well as oral and written expression.

Students learn to apply knowledge of the standard, everyday spoken and written language to a range of roles. They
will understand, speak, read and write the standard language in a range of familiar and unfamiliar settings and in
social-cultural and social-linguistics contexts. Topics include jobs and future aspirations, clothing and shopping, home

and directions, and friends’ characters.

ASSESSMENT

Students will be presented with a range of assessment tasks where they will need to demonstrate an advanced level of
proficiency, accuracy and complexity in listening, speaking, reading and writing in Chinese. They will also demonstrate

culturally appropriate strategies such as correct style and register to enhance their presentation of work.

Please Note: Current Overnewton students will undertake one of the three Languages subjects, or Targeted Literacy Support

as a continuation of the study choice they completed in Middle School.

17
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Core Subjects

lL.anguage - German

This course is designed to provide students with language
skills and intercultural knowledge to enable them to
communicate effectively in German. It will provide a sound
foundation for VCE studies.

DURATION OF SUBJECT

Full year

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The German language course places emphasis on cross cultural communication skills and enhances intercultural
awareness. Students will use the target language in diverse learning activities. To further enhance student cultural
experiences in German, students are offered opportunities to participate in activities such as language competitions,

workshops and films.

Students apply their knowledge of everyday spoken and written German to a range of simple tasks and roles. They
will understand, speak, read and write the standard language in a range of familiar and unfamiliar settings and in
social-cultural and social-linguistic contexts. Topics include sport, food, giving instructions, feeling unwell, jobs around

the house and describing things that have happened in the past.

ASSESSMENT

Tasks that students will be required to complete will include: listening and reading comprehension assessments, a range

of speaking tasks, vocabulary and grammar tests and written tasks.

Please Note: Current Overnewton students will undertake one of the three Languages subjects, or Targeted Literacy Support

as a continuation of the study choice they completed in Middle School.
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Core Subjects 19

Mathematics

Students undertake a series of units of study in Mathematics
throughout the year that address the Australian Curriculum.

DURATION OF SUBJECT

Full year

COURSE DESCRIPTION

In Semester 1, the units studied include Number and Financial Arithmetic, Linear Functions and Relations, Pythagoras,
and Trigonometry. In Semester 2, students study Statistics, Algebra, Geometry, Indices, and Quadratic Equations.
Measurement, Geometry and Financial Mathematics are addressed in the Grand Designs Focus Week. The proficiency
strands of Understanding, Fluency, Problem-solving and Reasoning are an integral part of the curriculum delivery and
allow for a deep understanding of mathematical concepts explored. Further to this, students are placed in one of three

streams — Advanced, General and Foundation Mathematics that match their mathematical ability.

All three streams will be using the same textbook. This will allow for movement between the streams to ensure
students are being appropriately challenged without having to purchase new resources. The advanced class will study a
wide range of additional enrichment questions. The foundation classes will have additional learning support staff in the

classroom.

ASSESSMENT

A variety of assessment tasks are completed through the year. This includes the completion of class tasks, topic tests,
assessment tasks and end-of-semester examinations. Students are introduced to ‘Technology Free’ assessments with no
reference materials and calculators, and “Technology Active’ assessments with the use of reference materials and a

scientific calculator.
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Religion Today

This subject allows students to explore ethical dilemmas and
decision-making as well as being introduced to philosophy.

DURATION OF SUBJECT

Full year

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The course investigates different sources of the ethics and morals that individuals and groups uphold and practise,

including core religious values.

In Semester 1, students examine issues of ethics, morality and social justice. They investigate ways that individuals and

communities address moral challenges, considering historical and contemporary examples.

In Semester 2, students consider four key arguments for the existence of God: religious experience, and ontological,
teleological and cosmological arguments. They complete an investigation to determine the framework which they judge

provides the most credible evidence.

ASSESSMENT

Assessment for this subject will include a research presentation and smaller independent and group tasks.
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Core Subjects

Science

Students have their curiosity piqued through exploration of
atoms and radioactivity, energy transmission, and control
and coordination of biological systems including
reproduction while building on their critical thinking and
investigation skills.

DURATION OF SUBJECT

Full year

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Students undertake studies in Chemistry, Biology and Physics throughout the year.

In Chemistry, students explain how the model of the atom changed following the discovery of subatomic particles and
how natural radioactive decay results in stable atoms. They also model the rearrangement of atoms and balance

equations to demonstrate the law of conservation of mass.

In Biology, students investigate further the interrelationship of the human body systems, concentrating on how systems
contribute to the maintenance of homeostasis. Students also describe the structure and functions of reproductive cells

and organs, and analyse how sexual and asexual reproduction enable survival of the species.

The Physics unit explores how energy is transferred through different mediums and how this can be explained using
wave and particle models. Ecology is addressed in the Focus Week program, Future Earth, where students examine

energy flow in environmental systems and the cycling of carbon.

Students further develop practical skills and their understanding of the importance of these skills in the conceptual

understanding of scientific principles. A focus on accurate and appropriate scientific reporting is undertaken.

ASSESSMENT

Students are required to complete a variety of assessment pieces including class work, school assessed coursework,

practical reports and examinations.
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Elective Subjects

Elective Subjects

Ahead of the Game

This subject offers students a broad study of individual and
group performance in team sports.

DURATION OF SUBJECT

One semester

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The subject combines theory and practical activities to enable students to analyse skill classification and skill acquisition.
Students will develop an understanding of how the three major energy systems work together to enable us to exercise
at a variety of intensities and durations. Students will develop an understanding of how the body systems work together

to enable us to exercise at a variety of intensities and durations. They will explore how these systems can be trained to

improve sporting performance.

ASSESSMENT

Students analyse the role of a coach in skill acquisition and strategies to support performers throughout the various

stages of learning.

They complete an analysis of Human Body Systems and their contribution towards sporting performance.

Why choose this subject?

This subject provides a lead in to Year 10 Physical Education and in particular, provides an excellent foundation to

accelerate into VCE Physical Education (in Year 10).
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Elective Subjects

App Development

“I wish there is an app that .....” App Development gives
students the opportunity to explore that thought and turn it
into a workable idea.

DURATION OF SUBJECT

One semester

COURSE DESCRIPTION

In Year 9 App Development, students are introduced to the fundamentals of programming through the design and
creation of their own digital solutions. Using the Swift programming language, they develop their understanding of
algorithms, logic, and computational thinking, learing how to break down problems and construct efficient,
well-structured code. Key concepts such as variables, selection, iteration, and functions are explored through a series

of practical coding tasks.

Students apply these skills to design and develop a text-based app or game of their own creation, following a structured
problem-solving approach that includes planning, testing, and refining their work. Assessment is based on a portfolio of
code and development processes, culminating in a final project that showcases their ability to create a functional and

purposeful digital solution.

ASSESSMENT

Students will create a portfolio of their applications that they develop throughout the semester and then a final

text-based application of their own design.

Why choose this subject?

This subject is suitable for any student who has an interest in computer programming. It provides an excellent foundation

for those wishing to study Digital Technologies in Senior School.
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Elective Subjects

Art

In this subject, students create and respond to artworks,
drawing on the student’s world as a source of inspiration.

DURATION OF SUBJECT

One semester

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The subject includes the study and practice of various two or three dimensional methods of creating artworks and
develops competence in adapting a variety of materials and techniques to express ideas. Design, creativity and choice are

a major focus of this course, and there is a component of Art history.

ASSESSMENT

Students’” work is monitored throughout the semester. They are required to submit a folio of work for formal assessment
at the end of the course. A visual diary of material that corresponds to and supports the folio is also an important
component of the assessment. The development of design skills and techniques is the focus of this support material.

Another important component of the assessment is each student’s ability to discuss their own and other’s artworks.

Why choose this subject?

The arts are integral to our sense of identity — as individuals, as communities and as a nation. Through the arts and
creative cultural expression, we learn about ourselves: who we are, where we have come from and what we feel, value

and believe.

Art builds upon prior knowledge obtained in Middle School and provides a solid foundation to prepare for senior visual
arts subjects. It is highly recommended that students interested in pursuing the visual arts in senior school undertake this

subject.

24
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Elective Subjects 25

Dance - Intentional Choreography

Develop your skills as a choreographer through creating
movement from social, emotional, political and/or cultural
influences.

DURATION OF SUBJECT

One semester

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Intentional Choreography explores how movement is created with expressive intent and purpose. Throughout this
course, students explore how various influences can inform specific movements and ideas for choreography through
developing their understanding of movement categories, elements of movement, form and choreographic devices.
Students will work through the choreographic process as well as develop their technical and physical skills to broaden
their movement vocabulary in order to create a performance that is both meaningful and creative. This is achieved

through the exploration of production elements such as costume, sound and lighting design.

ASSESSMENT

Students are assessed on their practical performances throughout the semester, their own choreography and their critical

ability to analyse and interpret their own and other choreographers’ dance pieces.

Why choose this subject?

This subject may be valuable for anyone who wants to enhance both their practical and theoretical dance skills. It

provides an excellent foundation for those wishing to study Dance in Senior School.
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Elective Subjects

Design and Technology

In this subject, students apply the design process to
conceptualise, design and build a small product for a specific
purpose.

DURATION OF SUBJECT

One semester

COURSE DESCRIPTION

They develop practical and thinking skills in using a range of different materials and processes. The subject is aimed at
promoting students’ confidence to make practical and design decisions for themselves and there is a focus on the
development of a range of design thinking skills. Evaluation of the students” own designs and the design work of others is

also an important part of this unit.

ASSESSMENT

Students are required to complete a design folio and a finished product made from a range of materials. The overall
folio should show students’ technical competence using design skills (thinking, writing and drawing tasks) and the use of

construction methods and materials that are appropriate to the project developed by the student.

Why choose this subject?

Students will learn to apply design, construction and thinking skills to create innovative solutions to design problems.
It will suit students who enjoy writing about design, who have some skills in drawing, and who love practical

problem-solving.

The design and construction skills that are developed through the subject will prepare students for Year 10 Design and

Technology subjects and VCE studies.

Please Note: Refer to the Cost Schedule for details of costs relevant to this subject.
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Digital Design

This subject involves investigating the use of technology in
image creation and its application into a real world project.

DURATION OF SUBJECT

One semester

COURSE DESCRIPTION

In this subject, students are involved in practical activities that enable them to explore digital photography, file storage,
image manipulation, and exercise creativity in presenting information. Through a variety of practical exercises and

activities, they explore the features and capabilities of digital design programs such as Adobe Photoshop and Illustrator.

Students work in small teams to design and develop layouts, digital artworks and presentations.

ASSESSMENT

Assessment for this subject consists of a developmental folio, which documents students’ use of the design process to

take an idea from a concept to a fully resolved digital design.

Why choose this subject?

Given the variety of media use opportunities, this program provides students with an opportunity to develop skills in
digital photography, photographic manipulation, digital illustration and graphic design. Topics covered in this course
provide fundamental skills for students wishing to study Media, Visual Arts and Visual Communication Design in the

future.
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Drama - Laughing Matters

Laughter is the best doorway to learning. Open the door to a
classroom of educational clowning around.

DURATION OF SUBJECT

One semester

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The Year 9 Drama course is aimed at enhancing a student’s comic and satirical expressive skills, performance skills and
character development. Students then apply this knowledge in their performance-making process, with a focus on

strengthening their confidence and self-awareness.

Students explore specific dramatic techniques and the conventions of comedy theatre styles such as Basel Mask,
Slapstick, Clowning, Bouffon, and Commedia Dell ‘Arte that enrich their understanding of both verbal, non-verbal
communication and the joy of laughter. Students learn how to manipulate their own acting skills to create contrasting
characters and explore dramatic elements to heighten comic potential. They brainstorm, improvise, script and interpret a

range of historical, cultural, and social contexts to create and perform comedic drama.

Students will also undertake challenging and stimulating learning activities supported by access to a range of practical
workshops and ICT technologies that will assist achieving desired dramatic learning outcomes. These include

collaborative and interactive research activities, information processing and communication.

Students will make, analyse, discuss and support judgments about the value, intentions and qualities of comedy
produced by themselves and others. Students use these performance development processes to devise and perform a

comic class ensemble performance for a junior school audience.

ASSESSMENT

Students will be required to complete a variety of assessments throughout the semester in the areas of:

® comic performance styles and comedy techniques
® drama analysis, script exploration and development of character

® creation, rehearsal and presentation of an ensemble performance
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Drama - Laughing Matters continued

Why choose this subject?

Year 9 Drama seeks to provide students with a broad foundation on which to continue the study of Drama at Year 10
and VCE. It offers:

opportunities to develop tolerance and mutual respect
opportunities to be challenged individually, academically, culturally and socially

opportunities to explore different types of human interaction; encouraging students to expand their knowledge and

communication skills for a society in which they want to be informed and participating citizens
an engaging medium for personal exploration, social criticism, celebration and entertainment

opportunities to learn and develop confidence through risk-taking
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E-Sports Startup

Design, launch and pitch an Esports venture.

DURATION OF SUBJECT

One semester

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Students build a venture concept in the esports industry — choosing a league, content studio or services business — with

full market research, a Business Model Canvas, operations plan, ethics framework, marketing strategy and financial model.

Working with real industry analytics platforms, business planning tools and media production equipment, students
develop and pitch to a panel of stakeholders with a professional investor pitch deck and live Q&A. The program builds
entrepreneurial, analytical and communication capabilities with direct connections to VCE Business Management and VCE
Media.

ASSESSMENT

Students will complete a number of hurdle tasks which will culminate in the presentation of a venture concept by

creating an investor pitch-deck with data visualisations, financial models and brand identity.

Why choose this subject?

This subject caters for students with interests in:

® entrepreneurship and start up founding
¢ digital marketing
® content creation and streaming

® business development

This subject leads into VCE Business Management, Media, Visual Communication Design, Accounting.

Please Note: This subject is completed off-site at the Brimbank Tech School. Students will be transported to and from the

Tech School which may result in a shortened lunchbreak.
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Future Voices

Produce professional-quality media content across audio,
video, photography and graphic formats using industry
standard tools.

DURATION OF SUBJECT

One semester

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Working like a creative studio, students design and deliver a multi-format campaign under the theme "Future Voices:
Messages for Tomorrow" — producing short videos, podcast audio segments, photography, graphic design, GIS story maps
and optional interactive XR or physical installation elements. They apply editorial judgement, ethical media practice and
design thinking throughout, publishing to a real audience: their schools, local council and community. The program builds
technical production skills alongside professional capabilities in project management, teamwork, ethics and audience

communication, with direct connections to VCE Media and Visual Communication Design.

ASSESSMENT

A campaign portfolio with analytics evidence and personal reflection.

Why choose this subject?

This subject caters for students with interests in:

® content production

® podcasting and audio production
® graphic design

¢ digital marketing

VCE pathways include VCE Media, Visual Communication Design, Business Management.

Please Note: This subject is completed off-site at the Brimbank Tech School. Students will be transported to and from the

Tech School which may result in a shortened lunchbreak.
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Intelligent Fashion

This subject offers students with a unique opportunity to
explore the future of wearable technology.

DURATION OF SUBJECT

One semester

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This subject will take place mostly off-campus in partnership with Brimbank Tech School. Students will explore the
future of wearable technology using the Design Thinking process. With a focus on real-world uses in health and sport,
they will design and prototype their own wearable tech that collects and analyses body data using sensors and artificial

intelligence (Al).

Students will use human-centred design practices and work with technologies like micro:bits, Grove Shields, e-textile kits,
and conductive thread to create smart garments. These garments will track body signals such as heart rate, temperature,
or movement. Students will also develop companion apps that display the data in a way that helps improve health and

user experience.

Working alongside organisations like Western Health, Western Bulldogs, AFLW, and other local health innovators, students
will learn about real-world challenges and priorities in medical and sports technology. Industry experts will offer

mentoring, feedback, and the chance to see how these technologies are used in the field.

This program builds skills in electronics, coding, data analysis, and user experience design. It focuses on innovation,
creative problem-solving, and responsible tech use — preparing students for future careers in digital health, wearable

tech, MedTech, and more.

ASSESSMENT

A presentation and demonstration of each student’s wearable solution to an expert audience.

Why choose this subject?

This subject caters for students with interests in:
¢ problem-solving and design

® engineering

® using Al to design code and apps

This subject provides a pathway for VCE Product Design (Fashion).
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Literature

This subject provides students with an opportunity to grow
as thoughtful readers and writers, using literature to explore
society and humanity.

DURATION OF SUBJECT

One semester

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This is an introduction to senior Literature and its importance in responding to human experience. Language is both an
intensely personal and social experience. Authors often use their writing to explore emotions, issues and relationships

that impact on their world.

Students will learn to make connections across their reading of both written and visual texts as they study how authors
create meaning through words, characterisation and symbolism. The course is designed to promote critical thinking from

in-depth discussion, debate and exploration of texts. Students will study poetry, an extended written text and film.

When studying Literature, students can learn not only language aspects such as vocabulary items but also that language
can be used for specific and aesthetic purposes. In addition, they develop the skills to write accurately, effectively and

analytically, using Standard English, a wide vocabulary and knowledge of literary and linguistic terms.

An enjoyment and appreciation of Literature will give students the ability to develop this into an interest in reading as
they move away from their studies and into their adult lives with the confidence to approach and tackle new texts and

writing.

ASSESSMENT

Students are required to complete a variety of assessment tasks throughout the semester. These include both written

and oral tasks.

Why choose this subject?

This subject prepares students for Year 10 Literature, VCE English and VCE Literature. It provides each student with the

opportunity to further experience and appreciate a wide range of literary texts.
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Mind Matters

In this subject, students will explore theoretical and practical
concepts that promote wellbeing.

DURATION OF SUBJECT

One semester

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Students will critique behaviours and contextual factors that influence the health and wellbeing of individuals and
populations. Mind Matters will combine theory and practical activities for a wide variety of research-based mindfulness

and wellbeing practices.

Students will also develop an understanding of the scientific research regarding sleep. This includes the effects of sleep
deprivation on psychological functioning, including emotional, behavioural and cognitive functioning, as well as the

importance of sleep hygiene, circadian rhythm and ways to improve the sleep-wake cycle will be studied.

Mind Matters aims to enable students to refine and apply their own strategies for maintaining a positive outlook and

evaluating behavioural expectations in different leisure, social, movement and online situations.

ASSESSMENT

Assessment will occur throughout the semester and will require students to complete practical reports for the strategies
and experiments that they participate in. They will complete a presentation that requires them to display their

knowledge of various concepts and measures of wellbeing as well as suggest strategies that individuals could employ to
improve mental health and wellbeing in a diverse range of hypothetical scenarios. Students will be specifically assessed

on the knowledge acquired on the science of sleep.

Why choose this subject?

Students interested in further studies in Health and Human Development, Psychology, Physical Education or those who

have a passion for mental health and wellbeing are encouraged to consider this subject.

Please Note: Refer to the Cost Schedule for details of costs relevant to this subject.

2027 Course Information Year 9



Elective Subjects

Model Solar Vehicle Challenge

This challenge offers students a hands-on engineering
experience that broadens their knowledge across a range of
Science and Technology (STEM) disciplines.

DURATION OF SUBJECT

Full year

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Working in teams and individually, students explore the potential of renewable energy while building model boats and
cars powered by solar panels. They are involved in all areas of their vehicle’s design, construction and final presentation

of their process at State competition level.

ASSESSMENT

In this subject, students construct model vehicles and compete at the Victorian Model Solar Challenge. As part of this
process, marks are awarded for vehicle construction and presentation of a poster outlining the design and construction of

the vehicle, showcasing knowledge of how solar panels produce sustainable energy.

Why choose this subject?

This subject suits student who are interested in working across a range of engineering (STEM) disciplines and in developing

a more sustainable approach to energy use.

Please Note: Refer to the Cost Schedule for details of costs relevant to this subject.
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Music Performance |

Develop your musical ear and literacy through singing,
instrument play, and creative exploration.

DURATION OF SUBJECT

One semester

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This musicianship class is designed for Year 9 students, building on skills developed in Year 8 Music. Through an
aural-vocal approach, students enhance their ability to read, write, and hear music, with a strong emphasis on aural
musicianship. Activities include singing using solfa and rhythm names, as well as hands-on music-making with instruments.
Students engage in creative tasks like composing and responding to music, deepening their understanding of intervals,
harmony, and tonality. At this stage, students are also encouraged to explore musical expression and collaboration,

laying the groundwork for more advanced musicianship.

ASSESSMENT

Solo or Ensemble Performance: students are required to perform in a solo or ensemble context. There is no prescribed
standard for this, though it is strongly recommended that students should be taking private lessons to fulfil this

assessment task.

Theory Assessment: Students are expected to complete a series of assessments focusing on music theory.

Why choose this subject?

This subject provides invaluable opportunities for students learning an instrument or studying voice, to deepen their
musical knowledge and to increase their performance skills. This subject prepares students to take music subjects in

Senior School.
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Music Performance 2

Deepen your musicianship with advanced aural skills,
harmonies, and creative composition.

DURATION OF SUBJECT

One semester (Semester 2)

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This subject builds upon the foundational skills developed in Music Performance 1, challenging students with more
complex musical concepts and performance techniques. Students refine their aural skills by working with intricate
rhythmic patterns, harmonic structures, and melodic dictation. They engage with advanced ensemble work,
improvisation, and composition, using a variety of instruments to explore tonal relationships and harmonic progression.
For those seeking to extend their instrumental proficiency, optional Instrumental Music lessons are available. This course

prepares students for higher-level music study and performance, fostering confidence in musical analysis and creativity.

ASSESSMENT

Assessment is on-going though a series of performances and written activities.

Why choose this subject?

This subject provides invaluable opportunities for students learning an instrument or studying voice, to deepen their
musical knowledge and analytical skills, and to develop their performance skills. This subject is strongly recommended to

students considering the study of Music at Year 10 and VCE.
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Music Technology

Compose, arrange and remix using professional software.

DURATION OF SUBJECT

One semester

COURSE DESCRIPTION

In this subject, students will use Logic Pro to develop their theoretical knowledge and software skills, enhancing their
ability to create music in a variety of electronic styles. Students interested in any style of music would enjoy this subject,

and throughout the course they are encouraged to experiment with a variety of genres.

Key skills that are developed in the unit include:

® skills in arranging, remixing and mixing
® sampling

® exploring and applying common compositional techniques used in current music styles

ASSESSMENT

Students are required to create a folio of original compositions and remixes throughout the semester.

Why choose this subject?

This subject prepares students for Year 10 Music Technology and also provides enrichment for students intending to
study VCE Music.
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Outdoor Education

This subject explores how humans interact with and impact
natural environments through outdoor experiences, with a
focus on sustainability, environmental awareness, and
responsible decision-making.

DURATION OF SUBJECT

One semester

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This subject is based on VCE Outdoor and Environmental Studies Unit 1 and provides students with a pathway to

complete Units 3 and 4 in Year 11.

This unit examines some of the ways in which Indigenous peoples and non-Indigenous peoples understand and relate to
nature through experiencing outdoor environments. The focus is on individuals and their personal responses to

experiencing outdoor environments.

Students are provided with the opportunity to explore the many ways in which nature is understood and perceived.
Students develop a clear understanding of the range of motivations for interacting with outdoor environments, the
factors that affect an individual’s access to experiencing outdoor environments and how they connect with outdoor

environments.

Students will undertake a four-day camp and will develop practical skills and knowledge to help them act sustainably in
outdoor environments. Students understand the links between practical experiences and theoretical investigations,

gaining insight into a variety of responses to, and relationships with, nature.

ASSESSMENT

Assessment comprises of the completion of three outcomes and assessments can comprise of:

® acase study

® an oral presentation which can include the use of multimedia and podcast
® data analysis

® a written response to an issue

® avisual presentation such as a graphic organiser, concept/mind map, annotated poster or presentation file
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Outdoor Education continued

Why choose this subject?

If you enjoy spending time in nature and want to learn about the outdoor environment through participation in outdoor

experiences, this could be the subject for you.

This is the lead-in subject to Senior School Outdoor and Environmental Studies.

Students in Year 10 complete VCE Outdoor and Environmental Studies Unit 2.

Students in Year 11 can complete VCE Outdoor and Environmental Studies Units 3 and 4.
Attendance to the four-day camp is a compulsory requirement of this course.

This subject is usually over-subscribed, and numbers must be capped at 48 students per semester. Priority will be given to
those students who choose to complete the Duke of Edinburgh Award and who have a proven attendance at Middle School

camps.

Please Note: Refer to the Cost Schedule for details of costs relevant to this subject.

Important: If your child does not attend the camp, the levy is non-refundable.
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Racing for the Future

This is a year-long subject that offers students the
opportunity to work with their hands, body, mind and peers.
It can be undertaken as part of the Duke of Edinburgh’s
Bronze Award.

DURATION OF SUBJECT

Full year

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The overarching focus for the year is to prepare for a 24-hour endurance bike race, known as the Energy Breakthrough
Challenge, held in Maryborough at the end of November.

Students will work in teams to design and develop features of a bike and participate in the endurance race. In
preparation for this event, students will enhance their theoretical understanding and practical application of knowledge
in engineering, technologies, physical fitness, design and team work.

Students interested in this subject are encouraged to visit the Energy Breakthrough website (https://www.eb.org.au/) to
enhance their understanding of the event and the extensive preparation required.

ASSESSMENT

Students complete a research project on energy resources that fuel physiological performance. Ultimately, students are
assessed based on the scores that the team obtains over the duration of their endurance race. Marks are awarded for
design and construction, display and presentation and knowledge of sustainable production and energy systems and the
final distance covered in the endurance race.

Attendance at the Maryborough Energy Breakthrough 4-day camp is a compulsory component of the course.

Why choose this subject?

Students who are interested in keeping fit, have an interest in environmental and sustainability issues, engineering and
enjoy working cooperatively as a team member would benefit from this subject. This is a subject that offers students an
opportunity to experience a hands-on learning challenge with practical applications for all their subjects.

This may be chosen to qualify for the Adventurous Journey component of the Duke of Edinburgh Award.

There is a strict cap on the number of students completing this course. If subject is oversubscribed, priority will be given to
students completing the Duke of Edinburgh course, or students who have an exemplary behaviour record and proven Middle
School camp attendance.

Please Note: Refer to the Cost Schedule for details of costs relevant to this subject.
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Show Me the Money

Be introduced to the world of business and finance. Learn
about the relationships between Australia’s financial sector
and personal and business finance.

DURATION OF SUBJECT

One semester

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Students will learn crucial financial literacy skills using an online platform that pays students in virtual money and guides
them towards making financially responsible decisions. Students will learn fundamental banking skills, experiment with
various forms of credit and understand superannuation. They will also have a virtual experience with renting, budgeting,

home ownership, insurance and the stock exchange.

This course will interest not only those students with an interest in managing personal fiance, but also those wishing to

study Business Management, Accounting and Economics.

ASSESSMENT

Students will complete a number of hurdle tasks centred around each major theme and a final reflection journal.

Why choose this subject?

This subject caters for students with interests in:

® learning about managing personal finance
® investment
® business

® managing financial risk

This subject leads into VCE Business Management, Accounting and Economics.

Please Note: Refer to the Cost Schedule for details of costs relevant to this subject.
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Visual Communication Design

This subject comprises of a series of continuing units aimed
at developing knowledge of communication, environmental
and industrial design processes.

DURATION OF SUBJECT

One semester

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The subject includes the study and practice of various methods of commmunicating visually, developing competence in
expressing ideas, and gaining knowledge of a variety of design techniques. There is a focus on manual drawing methods

supported by the understanding and practice of the design elements and principles.

ASSESSMENT

Student work is assessed throughout the semester. They are required to submit a folio of work for formal assessment at
the end of the course. A visual diary of material that corresponds to and supports the folio is also an important
component of the assessment. The focus of the visual diary is to document student use of the design process and the
development of specific skills covered throughout the course. The overall folio should demonstrate technical

competence using a variety of techniques to create images that communicate effectively.

Why choose this subject?

Visual Communication Design builds upon prior knowledge obtained in Middle School and provides a solid foundation to
prepare for senior design subjects. It is highly recommended that students interested in pursuing Visual Commmunication

Design in Senior School undertake this subject.
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What's Growing On?

Studying plant growth helps students understand the
foundations of life, food production, and how we sustain our
environment.

DURATION OF SUBJECT

One semester

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Students will learn about fundamental principles in horticulture, including food production, and will have the
opportunity to cultivate and harvest food crops. The course will commence with simple propagation and growth
techniques and move into more advanced scientific concepts. Progressively, sustainability issues and agricultural practices

will be examined. Students will also build hydropic systems as part of a vertical garden system.

ASSESSMENT

Students will create a short multimedia campaign to communicate the benefits of gardening and share a gardening skill.

They will also submit a garden journal made up of various classroom activities and personal reflections.

Why choose this subject?

This subject will appeal to students who are curious about growing plants and food and the science involved in plant
growth. It will also engage students interested in food security and sustainability. This subject will foster creative thinking,

problem-solving and curiosity. It provides an opportunity for students to literally get their hands dirty.

This subject has links to VCE Biology and Environmental Studies.

Please Note: Refer to the Cost Schedule for details of costs relevant to this subject.
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Subject Cost Schedule

Subject Cost Schedule

Design and Technology

There is a fee of $40 to cover the cost of materials and equipment.

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award
There is a $210 registration fee to participate in the Duke of Edinburgh program which includes access to the online

logbook.

Mind Matters

There is a fee of $40 to partially cover the cost of specialist guest presenters and activities.

Model Solar Vehicle Challenge

There is a fee of $60 to cover the costs of registration, specialised materials and equipment.

Outdoor Education

There is a fee of $1,000 to cover the cost of camp provided by an external company.

Racing for the Future

There is a fee of $350 to cover the cost of registration, materials and racing supplies.

Show Me the Money

There is a fee of $33 to cover the cost of accessing the online Banger platform.

What’s Growing On?

There is a fee of $20 to cover the cost of specialised materials.
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