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Instrumental and Vocal Tuition
Information and Policies

At Northside Christian College, we wholeheartedly dedicate ourselves to delivering an exceptional
instrumental and vocal program that enriches the holistic development and education of our students.

With a team of highly skilled Music Teachers, we offer lessons in the
following:

e Piano

e  Orchestral Percussion and Drum Kit

e  Brass (Trumpet, Trombone, French Horn, Euphonium, and Tuba)
e  Woodwind (Flute, Clarinet, Oboe, Saxophone)

e  Strings (Violin, Viola, Cello, and Double Bass)

e  Guitar (Acoustic, Electric, and Bass)

e Voice (all voice types and styles)

e  Music Theory

Private individual lessons

Private individual lessons mainly take place during class time on a
rotating schedule to accommodate all students. We strive to publish
our timetables in advance as each term begins. Lessons are
scheduled, publicised and billed by the individual tutors on a term
basis, varying in length according to the school term.

Our lessons are typically half an hour in duration.

There is limited availability of lessons outside of class time, such

as during breaks or before or after school. Priority will be given to
advanced or long-standing students and be decided at the discretion
of the tutor.

Shared private-two/three-person lessons

Shared private lessons are offered on above mentioned instruments,
to any age student in years 1-12 but limited by the availability of a
partner student. Our tutors use their discretion to form groups of
students who are most compatible in terms of learning styles, ages
and progress.

Shared lessons may not always be available. Note that students
enrolled in shared lessons must commit to remaining in the same
grouping for the entire term. Students wishing to pursue exams
should consider enrolling in individual private lessons. For students
preparing for exams or auditions, longer lessons are recommended.
If no suitable shared-private lesson partner is available, tutors may
choose to teach a private 20-minute lesson for the same price until a
partner is found.

Class Instrumental Year 4-6 Orchestral
Instruments Introductory Program

This group program seeks to introduce Year 4-6 students to
orchestral instruments (not piano, guitar or voice) and allow them to
participate in our bands and orchestras.

The fee of $425 per year includes weekly group lessons, a loaned
college-owned instrument, and weekly band rehearsals.

Each group will have about 3-6 students learning the same or related
instrument. Each week, students will attend their group lesson at a
set time on Thursday and additionally attend a Thursday lunchtime or
before-school band or orchestra rehearsal.

Once students graduate to Year 6 the annual fee remains the same,
but students are asked to supply their own personal instrument
rather than continuing to loan the college instrument. In some
circumstances, the College may have surplus instruments available
for rental at $200 per year. See further details below.

Fees

Private Individual Lessons: Each half-hour lesson costs $45
(excluding GST) per person. This applies to students in Years 1-12
taking individual private lessons on any above mentioned instrument.

Private Shared Lessons for two/three students: Each shared half-
hour lesson costs $33 (excluding GST) per person. This same fee
applies for 20-minute lessons if they are required.

Private Tuition Administration Fee: An annual admin fee of $35 per
student is payable by all students having private lessons. This covers
the provision of equipment and College resources in managing the
program.

Class Instrumental Year 4-6 Orchestral Instruments Introductory
program: $425 per year. Fees for this program are administered by
the school Accounts department and will typically be billed at the
same time as general school fees.

GST: Some Tutors are obligated to collect GST which will be charged
on top of the fee.



Payment Method

Invoices for private lessons are issued at the beginning of each term
by the Instrumental or Vocal tutors. Payment is due within 21 days
from the date of issue. A $20 late fee will be added to the account in
the case of late payment. Failure to make timely payments may result
in the suspension of lessons until payment is received or alternative
payment arrangements are made. Please be aware that the
Instrumental tutor will not reschedule missed lessons resulting from
late fee payments.

Missed Lesson Policy

A minimum of 24 hours’ notice is required for student absences.
This allows us to arrange alternative lesson times. Failure to provide
timely notification may result in the loss of a makeup lesson.

If a student cannot attend a lesson due to sudden illness or
unforeseen circumstances, the tutor must be notified by phone SMS
message by 7:00 am that day.

Special conditions apply for before school lessons. Refer to your
teacher’s requests and provide notice ASAP. For example, if a teacher
has set aside a 7am lesson for you, they would like to know if you're
not coming beforehand.

Lessons that are forgotten or missed without prior notice will be
forfeited. Makeup lessons are not provided for shared/group lessons.

Notifying the tutor via email on the day of the lesson is unacceptable,
as our teachers may be engaged in lessons or rehearsals and unable
to check emails promptly. In the event of staff absences, missed
lessons will be made up within the current term or credited to the
next account if not possible.

Discontinuing Lessons

If you decide to discontinue tuition, let your teacher know directly.
Please also contact the Instrumental Music Coordinator by emailing
Paul.OBrien@northside.qld.edu.au.

Notification of withdrawal must be made a minimum of two weeks in
advance of the new school term beginning.

Please note that after the minimum notice period, students are con-
sidered enrolled for the entire term mid-term cancellations cannot
be accepted and refunds will not be paid. If a student chooses to
withdraw mid-term, they may cease attending lessons but payment

likely will not be refunded at the teacher and coordinator’s discretion.

Multiple Lesson Policy

We strongly encourage students who are learning multiple instru-
ments through Northside Christian College to schedule their second
instrumental or vocal lesson outside of class time whenever possible.
Third lessons must be scheduled outside of class time. This may
require consultation with our Instrumental Specialists and class
teachers. If you're considering enrolling in second or third instru-
ments, please contact Northside Christian College for guidance.

Instrument Hire, Damage, and Purchasing

We offer a limited range of instruments for hire through Northside
Christian College. Our hire scheme aims to provide parents with a
cost-effective option for continuing instrumental learning in the early
years.

Rental instruments are available only to students who are actively
involved having lessons from a teacher on site and coming to a band
or Orchestra rehearsal regularly every week.

Instruments are hired for one year at a fee of $200. If you request
instrument hire before the start of Term 1, the hire fee will be
included in the school fee statement issued by the Northside Finance
Department.

If an instrument hire is requested later in the year, a separate hire
statement will be issued. Please note that instruments loaned or
returned partway through the year will still incur the full hire fee due
to servicing and cleaning costs.

Damage Excess: $150. Regardless of fault, the college will, at
minimum, charge an “excess” payment of $150 when damage has
occurred that requires the instrument to be sent to a repair shop to
be repaired. “Damage” is distinct from “wear and tear”. Wear and tear
would include such events as strings breaking, or small scratches and
dents, or things requiring only minimal repair that are common. In
certain circumstances where gross negligence can be shown, the full
replacement cost may be billed.

In the case of Year 6 Class Instrumental students supplying their own
instruments, we recommend consulting with our instrumental teach-
ers for expert advice on instrument brands and models before making
a purchase. The college does not cover the insurance of
personally-owned instruments. It is the parents’ responsibility to
have them insured.

Ensembles and Lessons

Students who learn band or orchestral instruments or take voice les-
sons are encouraged to participate in one of the College’s ensembles
or choirs once they have reached the required proficiency. Students
who are not taking lessons at Northside but instead are learning
externally are welcome to join our bands and orchestras at the
discretion of the ensemble’s director.

Enrolling for Private Lessons

Apply online at our website:
https://www.northside.gld.edu.au/co-curricular/performing-arts

For further information, please contact:Paul O’Brien,
Instrumental Music Coordinator, Northside Christian College

Email: Paul.OBrien@northside.qld.edu.au



