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Welcome from the Principal
Welcome to our Parent and Student Handbook.
In 1985, a small group of parents/guardians entrusted
their children to the educational care of Mrs Shirley
Mead, our first teacher. She was described as, ‘dedicated
to God and children’. I believe this is still a hallmark of our
staff. I firmly agree with the words of Dr Michael CarrGregg (Australian Counsellor) who recently commented
that one telling factor for a positive school environment is
“the quality of staff and their relationship with their
students”. I invite you to keep the staff in your prayers
this year as they teach and come alongside your children.
Northside is a truly extraordinary school. We have
witnessed consistently high academic results, proven
pathways to employment through the Vocational
Education program and a breadth of co-curricular
offerings. However, it has not only been teachers and
students who have helped form our College culture. Past
and present parents/guardians have had the wonderful
attitudes of being contributors to a community rather
than consumers of a product and this has blessed the College greatly.
Whether you are already a good friend or in fact a brand new family to Northside, I commend the College
Handbooks to you. We trust that the protocols outlined here, which have been revised and improved over
the years, will offer you and your family helpful guidelines to ensuring a smooth-running and enjoyable year.

Character through Christ
Mr Leighton Kuss
College Principal
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Key Staff

Mrs Jacqui
Brown

Mrs Cinaea
Dallinger

Mrs Jodie
Beattie

Mrs Kathryn
Maher

International Student
Coordinator

Head of Junior School

Junior School
Coordinator

EAL/D Coordinator

Principal: Mr Leighton Kuss
Head of School: Mrs Cinaea Dallinger (Junior School Reception/A Block)
Junior School Coordinator: Jodie Beattie (Junior School Reception/A Block)
ESL Coordinator: Katherine Maher katherine.maher@northside.qld.edu.au
International Student Coordinator/Homestay Coordinator and Emergency Contact Person:
Mrs Jacqui Brown enrolments@northside.qld.edu.au 07 3353 1266 or mobile advised at time of enrolment
(College Administration Reception/D Block)
Fees Administrator: Mrs Mary Laidlaw Mary.Laidlaw@northside.qld.edu.au 07 3353 1266 (College
Administration Reception/D Block)
College Counsellor & Welfare Officer: Mrs Amanda Murray Amanda.Murray@northside.qld.edu.au 07 3353
1266 (Middle School Precinct/G Block)
Junior School Reception: 07 3353 7347 (A Block)
Absentee Hotline: 07 3353 7388
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Campus Map
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Registration and Accreditation
CRICOS Registration Details
Organisation Name: Northside Christian College
Organisation Type: Education Provider
Registration State: Queensland
ABN: 25057964379
CRICOS Provide Code: 01799C

Obligations
In order to be registered on CRICOS, Northside Christian College is required to:
a)

Have the principal purpose of providing education; and

b) Clearly demonstrate capacity to provide education of a satisfactory standard.

Courses Offered
Northside Christian College offers Prep to Year 12 courses. All overseas students are eligible for the
Queensland Tertiary Entrance Statement (Provisional) and the Queensland Studies Authority Senior
Statement (Provisional) at the end of Year 12.

CRICOS Code

CRICOS Course Name

Course Level

089552K

Primary Year Prep to Year 6

Primary School Studies

085111A

Secondary Junior Year s7 to 10

Junior Secondary Studies

027892C

Secondary Senior Years 11 and 12

Senior Secondary Certificate of Education
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Student Welfare
Who to contact when
Class Teachers
All staff take an active role in caring for students. Class teachers take on a pastoral care role with students.
They counsel and assist students, encouraging them in all aspects of school life. Where a student’s behaviour
needs correction, class teachers are there to help students make good choices and modify behaviour.

Year Level Coordinators
Class teachers can take more serious pastoral care concerns to Year Level Coordinators. Should there be
a need for further action, a referral to the Student Welfare Coordinator will occur.

College Counsellor and Welfare Officer
The spiritual and emotional welfare of our students is of primary concern to the College. Key staff work with
students, parents and/or teachers listening with complete confidentiality where appropriate, to help work
through problems or make appropriate referrals to professional bodies and external agencies. Appointments
can be made through Junior School Reception to see staff regarding pastoral care issues.
In situations where students are experiencing real difficulties at school, at risk of suffering serious emotional,
psychological or physical trauma, being sexually or in other ways harassed or abused, students can be
referred to the College Counsellor and Welfare Officer, Mrs Amanda Murray.

Accident or Illness
Any accident or illness which occurs during the day must be reported immediately to a member of staff.
Minor injuries are treated at school and the sick bay is used in cases of mild illness where a short recovery
period is envisaged. In more serious cases, or where it is clear the student will not be able to return to class,
parents/guardians will be contacted to arrange further treatment or transport home. If the injury/illness is
deemed to be serious the designated medical practitioner and/or ambulance will be called. Where
parents/guardians are unable to be contacted, persons listed as emergency contacts will be telephoned.

Mental Health
Generally speaking, our mental health refers to our state of mind and ability to cope with the everyday things
that are going on around us. Someone with ‘good’ mental health usually feels capable of dealing with the
different everyday situations that they find themselves in. This is called resilience, meaning our ability to
bounce back from disruptions in our life and progress towards the goals we set for ourselves. It’s normal for
everyone to experience ups and downs, but when negative feelings persist for long periods of time or
interfere with everyday life, you should seek support from the Student Welfare Coordinator.

Learning
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Daily Routine - Monday to Friday
School commences at 8.30am. It is very important for students to be punctual. They should arrive at
school between 8.00 and 8.20 to be ready for class. Students should not be at school before 8.00 am
unless they are involved in a structured activity under the direct supervision of a staff member.

Monday to Friday

Activity
Staff Devotions/ Meetings

8.00am – 8.20am

Morning Session

8.30am – 10.30am

Morning Tea

10.30am – 11.00am

Middle Session

11.00am – 12.30pm

Lunch

12.30pm – 1.30pm

Afternoon Session

1.30pm – 3.00pm

Weekly Events:
Junior School Assembly
Years 3-6
Prep-Year 2

Wednesdays 2.00pm– 2.45pm (Even numbered weeks) Chapel
Wednesdays 2.15pm – 3.00pm (Odd numbered weeks) Chapel
Wednesdays 1.30pm – 2.15pm (Odd numbered weeks)
Parents are warmly invited to attend assemblies in even weeks.
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Attendance/Absent Students
Please take responsibility to have your child at school to be in line at 8.25am ready to begin class at 8.30 am.
In the event that students are absent, parents are required to notify the College before 9.00am. Via:
1. Student Absentee Hotline – Phone: 3353 7388
2. Student Absence Explanation Note – available at Reception.
Where possible, advance notice of absence in writing (e.g. doctor’s appointment) is greatly appreciated. A
medical certificate must be provided for a student absence of 4 or more consecutive days due to illness.

Punctuality
Punctuality is an important life skill. As such, students are to be punctual to all classes. Students arriving late
to school (after 8.30am) must report to the Junior School Office on arrival with a note explaining their
lateness and fill out the Late Book; otherwise they will be recorded as absent for the day. Parents may sign the
book for their children. Students who are late miss important information/notices and specialist lessons begin
at 8.30am.
Staff are on duty until 3.30pm. All students need to be collected by 3.30pm unless they are under the
supervision of After School Care. Students who remain at 3.30pm will be taken to the front of College
Administration. If you are running late, a quick phone call to Junior School Reception will help to put the staff
and children’s minds at rest.

Prep Arrival and Departure:
The school day begins at 8.30 a.m. and ends at 2.45 p.m.
Parents are requested to escort their child to the Prep Assembly area for an 8.30 a.m. commencement. The
day concludes at 2.45 p.m. Please collect your Prep child before older children. If you ar e unable to
personally collect your child, please phone the office, write a note in the diar y or talk to the teacher. If you
need to take your child from school prior to 2.45 p.m., you must sign them out in the Junior School Office
before leaving.

Before and After School Safety
Before School – Students should not arrive at school before 8.00 am unless they are involved in a structured
activity, under the direct supervision of a staff member. When students arrive they are to proceed to the
court yard of their classroom block and remain seated.
Students who need to be brought to school before 8.00 am should be enrolled in OSHC. Northside Christian
College strives to provide a safe environment for the students.
After School - The College has set clear expectations about where pickup for their children should occur.
Consistency with pickup helps to keep your child safe.
Students are best picked up directly from the pickup zone on Flockton Street, building courtyards or the oval.
Supervision is not provided in other areas.
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Please ensure that your arrangements do not involve unsafe practices such as requiring children to:




Enter car parks
Cross car parks
Cross the entry driveway without parental supervision

Once collected, children are under parental care and should not be allowed to leave immediate supervision.
At 3.30pm, all unsupervised Junior School students who are still waiting on Flockton Street, around Junior
School buildings or on the Oval will move to wait outside the main College Reception. An after - school care
program is available for children who have to wait for long periods of time.
Children who have an after-school class or activity are to go to that activity directly and can be collected at an
arranged place.

Student Conduct and Discipline
Student Code of Conduct Policy
Northside Christian College is a community of learners who honour the name of Christ, value their
educational opportunities, respect and care for each other and themselves and for the College environment.

Student Discipline
We aim to provide a secure, safe and nurturing environment for character growth and learning.
This environment is based on the five College values: Faith, Learning, Character, Community, Excellence.




Respect for self and others, belongings/resources, College rules and property;
Responsibility towards God, others, work, personal commitments;
Relationships with other students, staff and visitors.

Our aim is to build “Character Through Christ”: allowing for, and actively seeking, change in students
through knowing God’s plan for Christian living.

Reasons for a Student Conduct Policy
Students will:
 Learn to live under authority;
 Train and exercise character towards Godliness;
 Be able to work and play in a safe, productive learning environment;
 Show respect for others and property;
 Take responsibility for their own actions and choices;
 Behave in a manner that displays Christian love to others in social situations.

Leaving the College Grounds and Truancy
Students are not allowed to leave the College grounds without parental permission, and should also be
accompanied by a responsible person (parent/guardian, approved older sibling).
If parents are collecting students to attend appointments during school hours, the ‘Sign Out’ book in the
Junior School Administration Centre must be filled out before leaving. Should the student return before the
10

end of the school day, the time of return must be recorded in the “Sign Out’ book. Please advise class
teachers if you are taking a student during school hours.

11

Curriculum
Curriculum in Prep
Northside Christian College Prep seeks to stimulate and build upon children’s curiosity and motivation to
learn. Our goal is to provide a smooth transition into Year One for our students, by ensuring that foundations
for future learning are established in an interactive and age appropriate way.
Learning areas are integrated to cater for the different rates at which children develop physically, socially,
emotionally, spiritually and intellectually.
Staff are dedicated to the development of the whole child, and believe that the Prep program provides an
opportunity for children to grow in confidence, competence and character.

Perceptual Motor Program
Successful performance of academic skills depends in part on adequate sensory, perceptual and motor
experiences during early years of development. Prep and Year 1 students are involved in a Perceptual Motor
Program. This program aims to develop perceptions of rhythm and timing, space, direction and position
developing students’ ability to successfully interpret incoming information as well as appropriate control of
body movements and responses.

Curriculum in Years 1-6
We believe your child is a unique and special gift from God. His/her response to the world around him/her is
modelled by loving parents, teachers and members of the College community. Our aim is to develop both an
educational learning environment and a caring positive community, where your child feels comfortable,
accepted and secure.
The Junior School curriculum aligns with the Australian curriculum. Teachers use a variety of focussed
learning and interactive teaching strategies to lead students through a variety of opportunities and
experiences.
The Junior School curriculum consists of study in the following areas:
 English
 Mathematics
 Science
 HASS (Humanities and Social Sciences) – including History, Geography and Civics & Citizenship
 Christian Studies
 Health and Physical Education
 Technologies
 The Arts – including Music, Dance, Drama and Visual Arts
Each class has specialist lessons in Music, Library and Physical Education each week.

Information Technology
We understand that engagement with technology for learning is a vital part of education in the 21 st century.
We aim to develop a culture that provides a framework with the Christian Worldview around acceptable and
appropriate use of technology.
Students in the Early Years access desktop computers in the classroom and in the Junior School Computer
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Lab as well as sets of iPads. From Year Four, students transition from the Microsoft platform accessed in the
Computer Lab to Google platform on sets of Chromebooks. Years Five and Six students have one-to-one
Chromebook access.
Students develop keyboard and mouse skills, learn to use the Internet safely and productively and are
introduced to the basics of coding.

Homework
Homework benefits students by complementing, reinforcing and enriching classroom learning, fostering
good study habits and providing an opportunity for students to be responsible for their own learning.
Homework consists mainly of:
•

•

Reading activities, spelling, writing and Maths

(Lower: Prep-Yr 3)

•

•

Independent reading on a daily basis

(Upper: Yr 3-Yr 6)

•
•

Gathering of additional information or materials

(Lower: Prep–Yr 3)

Projects and assignments, essays and basic
research

(Upper: Yr 3-Y r6)

•
•
•

•


Unfinished classroom activities

Homework will generally not exceed the maximum recommended times below:
Year 1 and Year 2 - 20 mins per night
Year 3 and Year 4 - 30 mins per night
Year 5 and Year 6 - 45 mins per night

Diaries
Every Junior School student has a College Diary which is used differently according to the Year level. Every
student is expected to take their diary to and from school daily.
In the lower Year levels, the diary is primarily a communication vehicle between parents and teachers. As the
students reach upper Year levels, there is an increasing expectation of student use for such things as
recording homework tasks and reminders for particular events or requirements.
Students are expected to use their dairies for school purposes only.
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Classroom Guidelines
Entering classes students should:



Line up outside the classroom in two lines awaiting the teacher
Enter the room in an orderly fashion when requested to do so and stand behind the desk until
invited to sit.

During the lesson:




When a teacher gives an instruction, explanation, asks a question or seeks to lead a discussion,
students should:
Stop what they are doing and actively listen and participate
Be attentive and focus attention on their teacher

End of lesson, in the last few minutes students should:






Make sure an accurate record of unfinished work and homework is made in the diary
Pack up
Tidy the room
Return any equipment to the area to which it belongs
Sit quietly at desks ready to be dismissed.

General Routines:





Seating arrangements are as organised by teachers.
Students must not re-arrange the order of tables in the room unless instructed to do so.
Students may not eat or drink in classrooms, except for approved medical reasons.
If students need to be absent from class for other activities, they must notify their teacher
before going.
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Code of Behaviour
Northside Christian College aims to provide staff and students with a secure, safe and nurturing
environment for the growth of Christian character and academic excellence. Developing positive attitudes
and perceptions is an essential element in this process, allowing students to become involved in productive
thinking as they feel safe and supported within the school environment.
Our overall purpose in training children is to train them in the knowledge of their God, to know the character
of this God and His ways. The humanist assumes that children will do what is right if they are helped towards
“self-discovery” and “determination of their own values”. God teaches that children are inherently sinful and
easily led astray (Eph. 4:14). Godly discipline and prayer helps to release such children.
Our aim is to build “Character through Christ” allowing for, and actively seeking, change in students through
knowing God’s plan for Christian living.
Underlying the Student Discipline Policy are the beliefs that:


Discipline aims to keep/restore students in right relationship with God and others.



Effective discipline recognises each student as a unique individual.



Discipline involves learning. It is more than control and correction. Children do not learn good
behaviour by being punished for misdeeds. They learn by example, instruction, practice and
correction.



Discipline involves growth toward self-discipline, submission to authorities and develops a sense
of responsibility. Students learn best when acting out of relationship and acting out of trust and
respect.



Our College must have a culture that demonstrates order, care and direction.



Standards and boundaries need to be established to guide students in their decision making.



Students are ready for different types of learning at various ages and stages of development.
Not all children require the same discipline procedures. They differ in their needs and
responses.



The teacher is in the position of pastoral carer and takes prime responsibility for consistent
discipline.



Teaching staff aim to be great encouragers, praising what is good and developing potential.
Discipline looks forward and punishment looks back.
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Bullying and Harassment
Any student who engages in bullying or harassment behaviours will have their enrolment agreement
reviewed in the presence of their parents/guardians.
Students should report all incidents of bullying or harassment to a member of staff even if they are not
directly involved.
Parents/Guardians are encouraged to contact the College immediately if they think their child is being
bullied or harassed.

Defining Cyberbullying
Cyberbullying is the use of technology, including the internet, to bully or hurt someone’s feelings. Bullying is
targeted and persistent behaviour that is intended to:





Demean
Intimidate
Embarrass, or
Harass

Bullying also involves:




An imbalance of power – for example a group ganging up on an individual
picking on someone who can’t defend themselves
Repeated attacks without justified provocation.

Outcomes
Where an incident of Cyberbullying has been reported and investigated, possible outcomes may include:




The student suffering the bullying is protected
Where relevant, the parents/guardians of the bully are asked to monitor the bully’s use of the
internet, emails and text messaging
Where appropriate and justified, enrolment may be suspended.
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College Life
School Lunches
Children are encouraged to develop healthy eating habits. To enable their bodies to gain the nutrients
essential for growth and health, please send along healthy foods. Avoid foods that are high in sugar, fat or
salt. The following are some suggestions.
Morning tea


Fruit, dried fruit, vegetables, yoghurt, cheese

Lunch


Sandwiches with a healthy filling or salads



Drinks are not necessary as there is always water available in the drinking taps

Should your child have any food intolerance or special dietary requirements; this information should be
submitted through Parent Lounge.
Our College asks ALL parents to consider students with severe allergies to nut products and refrain from
including any foods containing nuts in lunch boxes.
We strongly recommend that no lollies, chocolate bars or other junk foods are to be included in your child’s
lunch or morning tea.
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Litter
It is the responsibility of all students to ensure that their rubbish is placed in the bins provided and that the
campus grounds and facilities are respected.

Lost Property
All items of clothing and equipment should be clearly named. Any item found should be handed into Lost
Property should be handed in to the Junior School Reception.

Valuables
Students should not bring large sums of money or valuables to College. In the event that valuables have to be
brought to College they should be handed in at Reception for safekeeping.

Banned Items
iPods or any form of electronic equipment should not be brought to College. The College will take no
responsibility for loss or damage to any of these personal items brought to school.
The following banned substances/items at College are:


Aerosol sprays



Chewing and bubble gum



Any illegal substances



Skateboards



Permanent marker pens



Liquid paper

Mobile Phones
In Junior School, mobile phones must be handed in to Junior School Reception and may only be used with the
permission of Junior School Administration Staff.

Guidelines for traveling to and from College
Exemplary behaviour is expected from all students while they are travelling to and from the College.
Whenever students are wearing the College uniform, it is expected they will represent the College proudly
and that they will obey the College rules.

Arrival and Departure Procedures
All students are not encouraged to arrive at College before 8:00am, unless they have commitments with a
before College activity. All students should be present and at school and be prepared for class prior to the
first bell at 8:25am. Students who arrive late (after 8:30am) are required to be signed in late at the relevant
school reception. Students will not be permitted in "out of bounds" areas, such as the oval, unless supervised
by a teacher for a sporting activity. Students should depart by 3:30 pm.
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Making an appointment to see a member of staff
Northside Christian College, like most schools, is a busy place. While all teachers understand that
communication with parents/guardians is an essential element of a successful school environment, teachers’
priorities lie firstly with their professional duties, i.e. attending and teaching classes and fulfilling their
responsibilities in relation to Duty of Care.
For this reason, we would kindly ask that any parent who wishes to speak or meet with a teacher at any time
during school does so by phoning or emailing the relevant school reception, or by contacting the relevant
staff member via email.

Visitors
All visitors to the College are required to sign in at Main Reception (D Block) and display a Visitors’ Pass
during their visit. Visitors are also required to sign out. Social visits to students during class or break times,
i.e. those visits other than officially recognised or pre-arranged through the appropriate member of staff, are
generally discouraged.
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Uniform
For Year level uniform requirements, please visit https://www.northside.qld.edu.au/uniform-shop
The appearance of our students reflects on our College’s reputation. The day uniform sets a tone in the
College that is conducive to the attitudes and behaviours that encourage excellence. Students in the
Secondary School are expected to always be in full and correct school uniform as set out in the school
prospectus (refer to table). On excursion days, students not in full correct uniform will not be allowed to
attend the excursion.
The uniform is to be worn neatly. Boys are to have shirts tucked in and socks up. Girls and boys shoes are
expected to be clean and polished. Oversized (and undersized) clothing cannot be worn neatly and hence is
not permitted. Students must wear uniform the correct size.

Sports Uniform
School sports uniform is to be worn all day only on the nominated sports/PE day.
If a T-shirt needs to be worn under the sports shirt it must be white and should not be visible below the
sleeve or waistband. It should not have any logos or designs.

Shoes
Day Uniform Shoes
Traditional school shoe - Black leather lace-up, polished with medium heel

Sports Uniform Shoes
Sports shoes are considered to be part of the College sports uniform, and as such are required to be
predominantly white in colour and have a protective and supportive sole and heel (e.g. running shoe or cross
trainer), white laces, no boots, no high tops and no casual shoes.

Hats
Northside Christian College believes very strongly in the importance of wearing hats at the College. The
school hat is to be worn by the student throughout the day, when outside of a building. During lessons, the
hat is to be placed under the student’s chair. A student found not wearing a hat outside a classroom will be
issued a warning. Repeated warnings will accumulate to formal detentions.
The formal hat is the ONLY acceptable hat to be worn with the formal uniform in Senior School. The sports
cap may be worn with the sports uniform. It may only be worn with the formal uniform during active sports
at a break.

Boys Hair




Hair is to be well-groomed and cut in a moderate style.
Hair should be no longer than the collar, should not cover the ears and should not extend below
the top of the eyebrows.
The head is not to be shaven or closely shaven in part or whole, no undercuts. (Where blades are
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used, no cut below a ‘number 3’ is acceptable).
Boys’ hair is to be a natural colour.
Boys’ hair is not to be tied back, pushed back behind the ears and gel or any equivalent is not to
be used to disguise a hairstyle which would otherwise be unacceptable.
Male students are to be clean shaven (no beards or moustaches).
Sideburns are to be no lower than the bottom of the ear.

Girls Hair







Hair is to be well-groomed and cut in a moderate style;
Shoulder-length or longer hair should be tied back using navy blue, white or bottle green ribbons
or scrunchies (hair bands).
Coloured clips are not permitted in the hair except for the Northside hair accessories available
at the uniform ship. Navy headbands obtained from Uniform Shop are acceptable.
Girls’ hair should be groomed as not to fall across the eyes and face. Hair can be held back with a
7mm tortoise shell ‘Alice’ band purchased only through the Uniform Shop.
The hairstyle should be such that it does not interfere with the wearing of the school hat.
Girls’ hair should be a natural colour.

Jewellery Standards are as follows:







One signet ring
One watch
One pair of earrings (girls), plain thin silver or gold sleepers or studs (in earlobe only)
Boys are not permitted to wear earrings
Coloured nail polish is not be worn at school
No make-up is to be worn at school

Free Dress Day - Guidelines
On occasion, the Secondary School organises free dress days. The proceeds are dedicated to a range of
different needs and charities, in more recent times targeting our College overseas missions thrust.
The standard of clothing expectation is as follows:








Students may wear clothing of a moderate style, including jeans;
Students are not to wear too tight, too short or too revealing clothing. Backless tops and low
necklines are not acceptable. For girls, midriffs should be covered;
Singlets are not permitted;
Hats will be required for EVERY outdoor activity;
Make-up is not to be worn by students;
Any equipment needed for the normal running of classes should be brought to school on these
days;
Closed in shoes must be worn for safety reasons on free dress days. Thongs are not acceptable.

If a student is inappropriately dressed on any such occasion they will be sent to the relevant Year Level
Coordinator.
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Communication
Parent Lounge
Parent Lounge is a portal for parents/guardians to access information specific to their children.
Functionalities within Parent Lounge includes:


Viewing student timetables



Viewing teacher email addresses



Viewing the College calendar



Accepting and paying for Tours and
Excursions





Viewing school links, including
Assessment Timetables



Purchasing bus tickets



Viewing school reports

Paying student fees

Email Communication
Electronic letters, notifications about events and general information are regularly sent to families via email.
It is important that email addresses are kept up to date so that no information is missed.

College Calendar
The College Calendar can be viewed via the Parent Lounge portal or accessed through the College Website
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https://www.northside.qld.edu.au/calendar.

The College Newsletter
The Northside Christian College Newsletter is a major source of communication between the College and
families. Parents/guardians and students should take the time to read the monthly Newsletter, to keep up to
date with the happenings and upcoming events in the life of the College. This is now made available through
the College website, and via automatic emails each month.

Daily Notices
Daily notices are the primary source of communication between teachers and students. The Daily Notices
are read out to students each day by class teachers and form teachers.

Student Reports
Parents/guardians receive communication on their child’s progress three times during the school year.
Interim reports are issued at the end of Term 1. The purpose of this interim report is to comment on how
students have settled into the new year, to identify any issues of concern and to detail a course of action for
the remainder of the year.
Formal reports are issued through Parent Lounge at the end of the first semester (coinciding with the end of
Term 2) and then again at the end of second semester (coinciding with the end of Term 4).

Facebook
The Northside Christian College Facebook page continues to be a popular source of information for
students and parents/guardians https://www.facebook.com/northsidechristiancollegebrisbane

College App
Northside Christian College App is available free to download from the Apple App Store or Google Play
Store. Search ‘Northside Christian College". The App is designed to allow the College community to access
information about events and daily activities at the College.
The App will also alert you of upcoming events and important information (such as school closures due to
bad weather conditions etc). Please contact our administration office for login details.
For information on how to download and operate College App, please visit:
https://www.northside.qld.edu.au/news/northside-app

Complaints and Appeals
The Policy Handbook contains information about the Complaints and Appeals processes. Students can
access an external Complaints and Appeals process via the Overseas Student’s Ombudsmen if they are
dissatisfied with the internal College Complaints and Appeals process.
Information about the Ombudsmen and how to submit a complaint can be found on their website
http://www.ombudsman.gov.au/about/overseas-student-ombudsmanlanding- page
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Student Life
Student Leadership
All students in Junior School are encouraged to influence others by good example. Each year, Student
Leaders are chosen from Year 5 students. These students are given the responsibility of leading the student
body in various academic, cultural and sporting events throughout the year.
Formal leadership positions are:
•

a male and female Captain and Vice-Captain of Junior School;

•

a male and female House Captain from each of our four houses. (Booth, Elliot, Graham, Wesley)

All Year 6 students participate in Leadership training during Year 6 camp and may then choose to participate
in our PALS and CHUMS programs.
•

PALS (Year 6) is a program designed to have students lead activities and initiate play and learning
opportunities for younger students.

•

CHUMS (Year 5) is a program assigning ‘buddies’ for younger students to give them a caring older
‘brother’ or ‘sister’.
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Sport
Students in Years 5 and 6 are involved in Friday Afternoon Sport. Various sports are played under the
direction of the Sports Coordinator. Students not participating in Interschool sport combine to train in
games skills on campus.
All classes go out for a period of Sport to practise skills, games and experience opportunities to develop
cooperation and sportsmanship. All students are expected to participate.

Sporting Carnivals
Junior School students participate in swimming, cross-country and athletics carnivals at an Interhouse
level as well as CSSA (Christian Schools’ Sport Association) and District Carnivals.
Years 3 to 6 compete in all of these, while Prep to Year 2 participate in a Lower Junior Athletics Carnival.

Swimming
Students in Years 1-6 have swimming lessons in Term Four. Fees for swimming lessons are covered
within the Fee structure. Swim caps and swim shirts are compulsory for swimming classes.

Sports Houses
Students in Junior School are formed into four Houses: Booth, Elliot, Wesley and Graham.





Booth = blue
Elliott = green
Wesley = yellow
Graham = red

Coloured Polo shirts in House colours are available from the Uniform Shop. Students participate in
House activities through sporting and educational events during the year.
All students are assigned to one of four Houses which extend from Year 1 through to Year 12. Family
members belong to the same House.

Fundraising and Missions
In Junior School, each Year Level supports a specific Missions project each year. Students are encouraged to
be actively involved in sharing the gospel and Christ’s love in practical ways. On occasion, we have free dress
days, which can be dedicated to a range of different needs and charities.
The Junior School supports seven sponsored children through Compassion Australia and World Vision. A
Year level group each support and communicate with the same child (of similar age to the relevant year level),
through their life journey. We also support Jump Rope For Heart – raises money for the Heart Foundation’s
treatment and education needs.

Excursions
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All classes participate in excursions into the local community. These excursions are chosen to extend and
enrich the students’ understanding of studies undertaken in the classroom. They form a valuable part of
bringing “real life” application and understandings. The costs for all excursions are covered within the fee
structure. Parents have opportunity to accompany classes on some excursions.

Camps
The camping program is designed to give students challenges and experiences, which are not available
through the regular school-based curriculum. At Northside Christian College, the camping program involves
students from Years 4 – 12.
The camping program is designed:


To provide opportunities for building relationships in an informal atmosphere of sharing and
learning;



To challenge the students with new experiences;



To develop team work, courtesy, consideration and responsibility;



To foster independence and confidence in being away from home for a longer period;



To model daily devotions and Christian lifestyle out of the classroom atmosphere.

Parent volunteers who help with supervision are welcomed on both excursions and camps. Supervising
parents are oriented to their role and responsibilities prior to these events to maximise familiarity with
expectations and student safety.
Year 3:
Has a sleepover at school to prepare students for nights away from home. (one night away)
Year 4:
Has a focus on developing resilience and independence. (one night away)
Year 5:
Has a team building focus. (two nights away)
Year 6:
Has a leadership and individual challenge focus. (two nights away)

Co-curricular opportunities
The Junior School curriculum is enhanced by numerous co-curricular activities which provide varied
opportunities for students to develop special interests, skills and abilities, as well as experience new areas for
development. The co-curricular program has ongoing activities for the year such as choirs and instrumental
groups with the addition of seasonal sporting activities and a variety of special interest groups.

A timetable of available activities is produced each term. These activities are mostly conducted during lunch
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times; however, there are some activities that occur before or after normal school hours.

Instrumental Music
Years 4/5/6
An optional program runs in Years Four, Five and Six. Group lessons are offered on string, wind, brass and
percussion instruments. Class instrumental students participate in the Junior School Concert Band or String
Ensemble.
Students in Years 4-6 may participate in a Class Instrumental Program where tuition is conducted in small
groups. Students undergo an audition process to help select a chosen instrument. On being offered a place in
the program, students commit to learning an instrument for twelve months, at a minimal cost. These students
are expected to take part in a performance group related to their instrument.

Private Instrumental Program
Tuition is available across a range of musical instruments and vocal lessons. Students taking instrumental
music lessons are withdrawn during school time each week. Teachers need to check that students remember
their lessons and assist them to be on time. Please notify the Junior School secretary in advance if class
activities prevent instrumental students attending lessons so that instrumental teachers have time to
reschedule lessons.
Further Information is available from Main reception, in the Instrumental Program Guide for Parents.
Those interested in more information regarding the instrumental ensembles can contact Mr Chris George at
chris.george@northside.qld.edu.au. Additional information may be obtained from
https://www.northside.qld.edu.au/co-curricular/performing-arts

Special Events
Grandparents’ Day
Our College welcomes our grandparents as honoured visitors each year. In years ending in an even digit
(e.g. 2018, 2020), grandparents are treated to a wonderful day out at school, with students having an
opportunity to show their school to grandparents and spend a special time with them. In conjunction
with this day, Junior School including our Prep children perform in our Junior School Concert.
In years ending in odd digits (e.g. 20017, 2019), the emphasis is on our Secondary students giving the
premier performance of the College Musical. However, grandparents of all students across the College
have the opportunity to attend and spend time with their grandchildren.

Junior School Concert
Junior School Concerts are held biennially in years ending in an even digit (e.g. 2018, 2020). Our Ju nior
School Concert is a showcase of abilities, talents and community spirit. Students from Prep – 6 combine
in several nightly performances and a performance for grandparents. This is a favourite of parents and
students alike.
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End-of-Year Celebration Events
Celebration Night (Years 3-6) is an end-of-year celebration, recognising student achievements and
activities throughout the year. On this night, we farewell our Year 6 classes, and give praise and
thanks to God for His faithfulness.
Celebration Morning (Prep-Year 2) is an opportunity for our children in the Early Years to present
a Christmas performance focusing on the gift of Jesus Christ to us.

Student Birthdays
Birthdays are special occasions and children enjoy having friends join in their excitement. It is
permissible for parents to supply a birthday cake/cupcakes/ice blocks or similar to be shared with
class members. Because there are students with severe nut allergies, please avoid the use of nuts
or nut products.
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Services
The many services available at Northside are available through the parent portal on the website
www.northside.qld.edu.au - MyNorthside. You will find it at the very top of the site, next to Contact
and Search bar.



Uniform Shop



College Café



Bus Services



Instrumental Music



Before and After School Care



Parent Lounge



Vacation Care



Libraries

College Café
For Junior School students, the College Café operates five days each week for lunch. Student
orders are placed online through www.flexischools.com.au or the Flexischools App. Orders are
distributed in classrooms.
Current College Café Lists are available from the College Website.


Note: Morning Tea is not available through the College Café.



Preps can begin to use the College Café from Term 2.
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Outside School Hours Care
Outside Hours School Care/Vacation Care offers children a safe and enjoyable place of quality care
where children can complete homework, join excursions and participate in interesting activities. Both
services are based in the College Hall and in E4 & E5 classrooms.
Bookings are essential. Hours of Operation:
•

Before School Care:

6.30am – 8.30am

Mon - Fri

•

After School Care:

3.00pm – 6.00pm

Mon – Fri

•

Vacation Care: 8.00am – 6.00pm

Mon – Fri

(on selected weeks of the school holidays)
Further information is available from Main Reception area. OSHC Phone: 3353 7340
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Australian Culture
Living and studying in Australia may be an exciting adventure, but it can also present a range of
challenges. Adjustment to a new country and culture is a process that occurs gradually and takes time.
The values, beliefs, traditions and customs of your home country may vary greatly from those in
Australia and adapting to the Australian way of life may take lots of time, patience and energy.

Homesickness
Most people who travel experience homesickness at some stage. These feelings are normal and can be
triggered by things such as food, smells, and music. Homesickness can be experienced at different
periods and for different lengths of time and can simply be because you are missing your lifestyle,
family or friends. Homesickness can affect your studies and how you interact with your classmates. If
you feel homesick, it is a good idea to talk to somebody about your feelings. Make sure you give
yourself some time to adjust to your new surroundings and cultural environment. Remember that you
are here to experience and enjoy a new and different culture!

Useful tips
Listen, Observe and Ask Questions.
Allow yourself time to observe those around you. Notice the verbal and nonverbal communication
that people use. Don’t be afraid to ask questions if you don’t understand something. Australians are
generally friendly, approachable people.
Become Involved
Make an effort to meet people and become involved in campus activities and in the wider community.
Maintain an open attitude as you meet new people and try new experiences. You may decide you don’t
like something and that is fine, but try everything at least once before you decide.
Sense of Perspective
Remind yourself that living and studying abroad is a challenge and it is normal to feel stressed and
overwhelmed at times. If you ask your class mates you will probably find that they are feeling the same
or have felt exactly as you. Make a list of the reasons why you initially wanted to study in Australia.
Maintain Some Routines and Rituals from Your Own Country
This can include small things like drinking the same drinks, or eating the same types of food as you may
have done in your own country. It may also include being involved in celebrations of your national day
or developing links with your own cultural group here in the local community and wider Brisbane area.
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Emergency Contact
Services Available to Students
Police

000 (free call)

Fire

000 (free call)

Ambulance

000 (free call)

If calling from a mobile phone dial

112 (free call)

Telephone Interpreter Service

131450

Department of Immigration & Border Protection 131881
Department of Education and Training (02) 6240 8111
Telephone Directory Assistant

1223

Other Services
Shopping
Larger supermarkets in Brisbane are open Monday to Sunday. Smaller food stores may also be open 7
days per week. Brisbane offers a large variety of fresh fruit and vegetables at reasonable prices.
Weekend markets are a good source for finding fresh produce and numerous other items.
Postal Service
Posting letters overseas costs more according to how much the mail weighs.
Public Transport
For timetables, train stations and bus stops, please contact Translink on 13230 or
www.translink.com.au
Medical Services
Students who are studying on a Student Visa would have already paid for their Overseas Student
Health Cover. This gives them access to Doctors and Medical Services. If students wish to schedule an
appointment and are unsure, please ask the International Student Coordinator for assistance.

Legal Services
There are Legal Service available in the local areas should students wish to access them.
Some suggestions:
Corney & Lind https://www.corneyandlind.com.au/
17 Bowen Bridge Rd Suite 43 Herston Qld
Please note the above listing is not a recommendation for their services, just general information
provided.
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Banking
Currency
The Australian currency is based on the decimal system, that is
100 cents +$1.
We also have:
Paper Notes: $5, $10, $20, $50, $100
Coins: 5 cents, 10 cents, 20 cents, 50 cents, $1 and $2.
Banking
To open a bank account the student needs to show the bank their passport. Banks are open from
Monday to Friday. Automatic Teller Machines (ATM) are located throughout Brisbane city and
surrounding suburbs, and can be accessed 24 hours per day. If the Homestay family is unable to
provide assistance to open a Bank Account, speak to the International Student Coordinator who will
assist.

Australian Culture
When meeting someone for the first time, it is usual to shake the person’s right hand with your right
hand. People who do not know each other generally do not kiss or hug when meeting. When you first
meet someone, it is polite not to talk about personal matters. Many Australians look at the eyes of the
people they are talking with.
They consider this a sign of respect, and an indication that they are listening. Do not stare at the
person for a long time. You can address a new acquaintance using their title and family name. You may
use their first name when they ask you to or use it in the introduction.
In the workplace and among friends, most Australians tend to be informal and call each other by their
first names. There are no laws or rules on clothing, but you must wear certain clothing for school and
work situations. At most schools the students will be expected to wear a school uniform. Outside of
the work situation, clothing is an individual choice; many people dress for comfort, for the social
situation or the weather. Clubs, movie theatres and other places require patrons to be in neat, clean
clothes and appropriate footwear.
Many Australians live close to the beach and the sea. On hot days, they may wear little clothing on the
beach and surrounds. This does not mean that people who dress to go to the beach or swimming have
low moral standards. It means that this is what we accept on and near beaches.

Language
‘Please’ and ‘thank you’ are words that are very helpful when dealing with other people, and buying
goods or services. When asked if you would like something, like a cup of tea, it is polite to say, ‘Yes
please’, or just ‘please’ if you would like it, or ‘no, thank you’ if you do not. When you receive something,
it is polite to thank the person by saying ‘thank you’.
Australians tend to think that people who do not say ‘please’ or ‘thank you’ are being rude. Using these
words will help in building a good relationship. Australians often say, ‘Excuse me’ to get a person’s
attention and ‘sorry’ if we bump into them. We also say, ‘Excuse me’ or ‘Pardon Me’ if we burp or belch

33

in public or a person’s home.
Most Australians blow their noses into a handkerchiefs or tissues, not onto the footpath. This is also
true for spitting. Many people will also say, ‘Bless you’ when you sneeze. This phrase has no religious
intent.

Food
Traditionally food in Australia is a reflection of the country’s English heritage with a typical main meal
being served on one plate with a portion of protein (beef, lamb, pork, chicken or fish) a portion of
carbohydrate (potato, pasta or rice) and two or three vegetables or salad. Increasingly Australians are
enjoying more diversity in their food as the country welcomes people of different countries and
cultures into its community.

Where to Shop
Grocery items are usually purchased from one of the major Grocery stores such as Coles or
Woolworths. Depending on the area in which you live, smaller grocery stores may also operate e.g.
IGA Supermarkets. The opening hours of these smaller stores will vary from the opening hours of the
major Supermarket stores.

General Health
Maintaining good health is of vital importance when studying abroad. While living in another
environment is a good way to change a daily routine, it is important for students who are experiencing
difficulties in their own country (relationship, health, emotional, substance abuse, etc.) not to expect a
vacation from their problems.
Going abroad is not a “geographic cure” for concerns and problems at home (that is, thinking that you
can solve your personal dilemmas by moving from one place to another). Sometimes students feel that
a change of venue will help them to move past their current problems. However, living and studying in
a foreign environment frequently creates unexpected physical and emotional stress, which can
exacerbate otherwise mild disorders.
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Living Safely In Australia
Everton Park area and Brisbane are generally safe areas. By following the laws and taking a few extra
precautions, your stay here should be safe and trouble-free.
Keeping Safe
In general, our local area is a safe suburb, patrolled by police to keep the public safe from criminal
behaviour, however you should always take extra precautions for your safety. Try to always carry a
mobile phone with you and if you are ever in immediate danger, or fear for your safety, attempt to
remove yourself from the situation and call 000 or 112 and ask for the police immediately. Remember
that your rights and those of other people are protected by Australian laws and we all must abide by
them.
Personal Safety
Be aware when using public transport at night. It is a good idea to travel in the front carriage of the
train or bus close to the driver. Do not ever travel in empty carriages. Planning is important, and you
should check timetables in advance. If you do have a long wait for the transport, then try to stay in
well-lit areas or near open shops. Try to walk in groups at night as much as possible and walk in well-lit
areas even if it means your trip is longer. Avoid short cuts through dark isolated areas and make sure
that stay alert if walking alone at night, this includes paying attention to your surroundings. You should
not walk alone listening to loud music with your headset on as you cannot hear what is happening
around you. And don’t text and read when walking – watch when you are crossing the road! It is very
unlikely that you will ever feel threatened but if you do, shout and scream as this will often deter an
attacker. Remember that it’s wise and not rude to avoid conversation or make eye contact with
anyone behaving in an anti-social manner. Try to always make sure that your friends or family know
where you are, or where you intend to be. Where possible, you should arrange to go home with
friends, or in a taxi to prevent exposure to unsafe situations.
Property Safety
Many burglaries happen when a door or window has been left open in a private home or flat. Lock up
whenever you go out! Always lock your car and put valuables out of sight. Never leave the keys in the
ignition even when paying for petrol. Always be careful when using an ATM when withdrawing money
from your bank account. Put your card and cash away and be vigilant. Never write down your pin.
Keep expensive mobile telephones and other valuable items out of sight on the street. These can be
stolen. Be vigilant when using your mobile phone. If your phone is stolen, call your provider
immediately to immobilise it.

Activity Permissions
Spending time with friends and community members is a vital part of settling in to your new
environment. For students in Homestay, any activities outside of school hours must have prior
approval. Please refer to the Policy Handbook for more details or If unsure, speak with the
International Student Coordinator.

Sun Safety
The sun in Australia is very strong and can cause sun damage. To avoid sunburn and lower the risk of
developing skin cancer, follow these simple precautions:
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Apply 30+ broad-spectrum sunscreen 20 minutes before you go outside. Remember that
regular applications of sunscreen are necessary. Water-resistant sunscreen is best if you are
swimming or active in sport



Remember that a 30+ sunscreen does not mean you can spend longer in the sun. While giving
you greater protection than a 15+, a 30+ sunscreen does not offer 100% protection from UV
rays



Wear a broad-brimmed hat that covers your whole head and your ears and neck



Sunglasses that meet the Australian Standard (AS 1067) are also necessary to block out
damaging ultraviolet rays, protecting your eyes from possible damage



Wear a shirt with a collar and long sleeves › Reduce the amount of time you spend outside
during the hottest period of the day. Schedule outdoor activities before 10am or after 3pm
during the hotter months. For further information: sunsmart.com.au

Contact us
Northside Christian College
T: +61 (0)7 3353 1266
Principal: Mr Leighton Kuss
151 Flockton Street, Everton Park, Brisbane, QLD 4035
www.northside.qld.edu.au
enrolments@northside.qld.edu.au

Junior School
T: +61 (0)7 3353 7347
Head of School: Mrs Cinaea Dallinger
JS Coordinator/Teaching and Learning: Mrs Jodie Beattie
College Counsellor and Welfare Officer: Mrs Amanda Murray
JS Secretary: Mrs Linda Hobson
School Handbook: https://www.northside.qld.edu.au/parent-handbooks
Website: https://www.northside.qld.edu.au/learning/junior-school
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