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Assessment at Norwest 
 

The College has high expectations of all its students and strongly encourages every student to apply their best 

effort to all learning tasks, including assessment. At Norwest, assessments are designed and managed to enable 

students to both maximise their potential learning and demonstrate the knowledge, understanding, and skills 

they have achieved. 

Students are encouraged to take responsibility for their own learning, monitoring their own progress, and using 

a range of strategies to achieve their learning goals. 

This Assessment Handbook provides students and parents with the details of the planned assessment of learning 

for each course throughout the academic year. You will find details of the outcomes for each course, the core 

components of each course and the planned assessments of learning throughout the year with their specific 

weightings.  

To assist students and parents to monitor and plan, year based Assessment Handbooks are published on the 

College website under “Parent Links/Letters, Notes and Forms” (www.norwest.nsw.edu.au) and by clicking on 

Edumate. 

Each course at Norwest operates under the NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) requirements and all 

aspects of planning, programming, assessing, and reporting are monitored by the Head of Faculty (HoF) for that 

KLA (Key Learning Area) the Director of Teaching and Learning  K-12 (DTL) and the Director of Studies (DoS). 

Parents and students should direct any enquiries about the structure of the following assessment schedules to 

these staff members. 

NESA Advice on Assessment in Stage 6 
 

Norwest’s Assessment Policies complies with NESA requirements as outlined in NESA Assessment Certification 

and Examination web page (https://www.educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/hsc/rules-and-

processes).  

Assessment in Stage 6  

Assessment is the process of gathering information and making judgements about student achievement for a 

variety of purposes. In the Preliminary and HSC courses those purposes include:  

● assisting student learning  

● evaluating and improving teaching and learning programs  

● providing evidence of satisfactory achievement and completion in the Preliminary course  

● providing the Higher School Certificate results.  

Assessment for Learning provides a useful approach for the delivery of the Preliminary and HSC courses. It 

provides opportunities in the context of everyday class activities for students to demonstrate their learning.  

The approach is most effective when students:  

● are involved in setting learning goals  

● know and understand standards and expectations about what is expected and the standards of work  

● receive feedback that helps them understand the next steps in their learning and plan how to undertake the 

next steps. 

In the context of the Higher School Certificate a major requirement of the internal assessment program is to 

provide a summative measure of a student’s achievement in each course based on:  

● a wider range of syllabus outcomes than may be measured by external examination alone 

● multiple measures and observations made throughout the HSC course rather than a single assessment 

event. 

  

http://www.norwest.nsw.edu.au/
https://www.educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/hsc/rules-and-processes
https://www.educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/hsc/rules-and-processes
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Reporting achievement at the HSC  

The Higher School Certificate credentials received by students are used by NESA to report both the internal and 

external measures of achievement. Higher School Certificate results comprise:  

● an assessment mark derived from the mark submitted by the school and produced in accordance with 

NESA’s requirements for the internal assessment program  

● an examination mark derived from the HSC external examination  

● an HSC mark, which is the average of the assessment mark and the examination mark  

● a performance band, determined by the HSC mark.  

Student performance in an HSC course is reported against standards on a course report. The course report 

contains a performance scale for the course describing levels (bands) of achievement, an HSC mark located on 

the performance scale, an assessment mark and an examination mark. The course report also shows, 

graphically, the statewide distribution of HSC marks of all students in the course.  

The distribution of marks is determined by students’ performances against the standards and not scaled to a 

predetermined pattern of marks.   

The use of both internal assessment and external examinations of student achievement allows measurements 

and observations to be made at several points and in different ways throughout the HSC course. Taken together, 

the external examination and internal assessment provide a valid and reliable assessment of the achievement of 

the knowledge, understanding and skills described for each course.  

NESA uses a standards-referenced approach to reporting student achievement in the Higher School Certificate. 

The standards in the HSC are:  

● the knowledge, skills and understanding expected to be learnt by students – the syllabus standards  

● the levels of achievement of the knowledge, skills and understanding – the performance standards 

Both the syllabus standards and the performance standards are based on the aims, objectives, outcomes and 

content of the course. Together they specify what is to be learnt and how well it is to be achieved. Teacher 

understanding of the standards comes from the aims, objectives, outcomes and content in the syllabus together 

with:  

● the performance descriptions that summarise the different levels of performance  

● HSC examination papers and marking guidelines  

● samples of students’ achievement, collected in the standards packages and published on NESA’s Assessment 

Resource Centre website. 

The Higher School Certificate 

NESA requires that all schools provide assessment marks for each student in each subject.  These marks 

comprise half the final result for that student in the HSC.  The final assessment mark will come from the HSC 

year only, beginning on Monday, Week 2, Term 4 2026 after the completion of the Preliminary Course. 

To enable statewide comparison and fairness, each school’s assessment marks are moderated against their 

examination results.  The school’s rank order and relative differences between students are not changed.  The 

moderated assessment mark only appears on the HSC result notice.  For this reason, it should be noted that the 

College is not able to inform students of the raw assessment mark that is sent to NESA.  This is NESA’s directive. 

For NESA Endorsed Courses an internal assessment mark out of 100 will be generated at the school level.  This 

mark will be determined from a range of Tasks suited to the purpose. This mark is then given to NESA for 

inclusion in the HSC.  The mark is not moderated, nor is it used in any calculation of the ATAR. 

Satisfactory Completion of a course and N Determinations 

To satisfactorily complete a course, students must:  

● follow the course developed or endorsed by NESA 

● apply themselves with diligence and sustained effort  

● achieve some or all of the course outcomes.  
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Satisfactory completion can be judged by attendance, level of involvement in class, assignments and tasks 

completed, and level of achievement. Failure to meet one or more of these requirements may lead to an 'N' or 

'Non-completion' determination. An 'N' determination for a course may make a student ineligible for the HSC. 

Where it is determined for any of the above reasons that an N-determination warning is necessary: 

a) the student will be asked for an interview with the Assessment Review Panel (ARP) 

b) a letter will be sent home requesting parental acknowledgement of the warning and of the conditions by 

which a student may demonstrate that they do not deserve an N-determination 

Student access to NESA information 

All students can access all general syllabus and examination information via the NESA website 

(https://www.educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/). Personal information can be found at 

https://studentsonline.nesa.nsw.edu.au/ using the pin number issued at the end of Stage 5. 

Norwest Assessment Procedures 
 

Clear Communication 

Students and their parents are encouraged to clearly communicate with mentors, subject teachers and where 

necessary members of the Assessment Review Panel (ARP) – Head of Secondary Years (HSY), Director of 

Teaching & Learning K-12 (DTL), the Director of Studies (DoS) and relevant Head of Faculty/Year Advisor – if there 

are any issues likely to impact a student’s ability to complete the course satisfactorily. 

Notification and Timing 

Students are issued with an Assessment Handbook summarising the assessment requirements at the beginning 

of the Preliminary and HSC Course, which is available on the College website.  The College endeavours to avoid 

having more than one hand-in task and one in-class task per day.  However, this cannot always be avoided, and 

it will not be grounds for appeal that any student has more than one of each on any day, or has several 

successive days of Assessments, provided that due notice has been given of each. 

At least two weeks before the Task is due, written notification will be issued to the students of the Task, with 

details of the outcomes to be assessed, the weighting of the Task, the marking criteria and any other special 

arrangements. Assessments which are part of examination periods will be notified by exam timetables and an 

Examination Notification Handbook. 

Types of tasks  

● In-class tasks – will require students to prepare for the task both at home and in the previous lessons and it 

will be completed in the course of a normal lesson / block of time. These may include – tests, writing tasks, 

practicals, performances, speeches or presentations.  

● Submission tasks – will require students to complete a task by a due date and submit it to their teacher. This 

may include some work on tasks completed in class time and drafts may be required to be submitted. These 

may include – research assignments, prepared extended responses, personal design or representation 

tasks. All submission tasks must be able to produce draft revisions of the final submission as evidence of all 

the student’s own work.  Students must save every iteration of their drafting process and be able to produce 

this if requested during the marking process. If students are unable to produce the drafts of their process, 

they may be culpable for malpractice. 

● Some tasks may require group participation. When this is the case each member of the group will be 

responsible for their contribution and assessed individually. 

Preparation 

As we consider assessment to be for and as learning as well as of learning, teachers will endeavour to assist 

students to prepare adequately and meet deadlines by professional management of the assessment cycle, 

including timely notification, scaffolding tasks where necessary, mandating drafts, and giving timely feedback, 

where appropriate. 

  

https://www.educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/
https://studentsonline.nesa.nsw.edu.au/
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Importance of feedback 

● Feedback is essential for effective student learning; 

● Students are encouraged to submit draft assessments for feedback prior to the completion of the final task. 

Teachers are expected to provide feedback where drafts are submitted no later than four school days prior 

to the task due date. Teachers may accept assignments after this date at their own discretion; 

● Teachers are not to rewrite students’ work or to correct to perfection – but simply to give constructive, timely 

feedback; 

● The timely return of drafts is important however, teachers should make their own parameters around 

submission and feedback on drafts clear to their students. It is not the College’s expectation that teachers 

are always available online; 

● Teachers will allocate sufficient time in lessons to return tasks and provide whole-class feedback, as well as 

opportunities for students to discuss their achievement with the teacher; 

● Students should seek feedback on their work after task completion or submission to assist them to monitor 

their progress towards the achievement of specified learning outcomes and to improve the quality of their 

work. 

Submission of Tasks 
 

Submission and Security 

Stage 6 Tasks are to be submitted on the due date and time specified on the notification. Students will be issued 

with a dated receipt. For online Canvas submissions, students must submit the task by the time indicated on the 

online notification. If the task is submitted on the same day but after the time specified, late penalties will apply, 

as per college policy. 

Where a task is an in-class task, students’ names will be checked. The expectation – no matter what the type of 

task – is that all students in the course will be ready on the due date at the due time. 

Computer use 

In all cases of tasks completed digitally, responsible use of technology is expected.  Students are required to 

keep back-up copies of their tasks to be produced on request. Students must be able to produce draft copies of 

tasks to confirm their iterative process. Any task that “appears” as generated immediately will be deemed not all 

the student’s own work. 

Please note: Loss of Task (either electronic or otherwise) or inability to print will not be accepted as a valid 

reason for late submission. 

Malpractice  

All Stage 6 students have completed the NESA mandated ‘All My Own Work’ course and will therefore be 

assumed to understand the seriousness and consequences of malpractice. Malpractice is dishonest behaviour 

by a student that gives them an unfair advantage over others or leads to an unfair appraisal of their 

achievement. Malpractice during tests or examinations is: 

● Making a non-serious attempt at a task (including leaving sections of the task unattempted) or significantly 

lacking detail and depth to be considered a serious attempt.  

● Breaching test/examination rules. 

● Acquiring unauthorised copies of the test before the test time/date. 

● Copying the work of others. 

● Taking unauthorised material into the test and/or using it during the test. 

● Assisting another student to engage in malpractice is also a form of malpractice. 

● Plagiarism is another form of malpractice 

Students should consult the Traffic Light System, outlined at the beginning of the Assessment Task Notification 

for clarity on the extent of generative AI that may be used to co-construct the assessment response. 
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Plagiarism 

Plagiarism can be identified as: 

● Copying, buying, downloading, stealing or borrowing someone else's work in part or in whole, and 

presenting it as their own. 

● Using material directly from books, journals, CDs or the internet without acknowledging the source, 

including generative AI. 

● Paying someone with money or in kind to write or prepare material that is associated with a task, such as 

process diaries, logs and journal. 

● Submitting work that contains a large contribution from another person, such as a parent, coach or subject 

expert that is not acknowledged. This includes generative artificial intelligence (AI) to create responses on 

behalf of a person.  

● Students are prohibited from using AI to generate content that is then submitted as their own work. This 

includes essays, reports, projects, and any other assignments.   

● Copying or paraphrasing AI-generated content without proper attribution is considered plagiarism and will 

not be tolerated.   

− Version History must be available and visible for all assessment tasks so that iterations are clear, including 

any generative AI prompts. 

● Using words, ideas, designs or the workmanship of others in practical and performance tasks without 

appropriate acknowledgement. 

Consequences of Malpractice 

In all cases of suspected malpractice confidentiality will be maintained and the principles of procedural fairness 

will be observed at all times.  If a student is considered to have committed malpractice of any type they may 

receive a “0” for their assessment tasks and be awarded an afterschool service. This decision will be made by the 

supervising teacher in consultation with the Assessment Review Panel (which consists of Head of Secondary 

Years (HSY), Director of Teaching & Learning K-12 (DTL), Director of Studies (DoS) and relevant Head of 

Faculty/Year Advisor).  

The College is obliged to record any instances of malpractice in an HSC course on the NESA Malpractice Register. 

Extensions or Permitted Late Submission of a Task 

The late submission or completion of assessment tasks is a serious issue, as without legitimate cause it impacts 

the fair and equitable administration of the task.   

● If a student knows beforehand that they will be absent, the College should be contacted by the parent and 

the Head of Faculty (HoF) informed, via an Illness/Misadventure form. It is best to arrange for the student to 

sit or submit the task early; 

● Extension requests for the submission of assessment tasks must be made to the HoF using the Extension 

Request form as soon as practicable (generally more than 48 hours) and will only be granted, in consultation 

with the DTL and DoS, in exceptional circumstances. These requests must be made prior to the due date of 

the administration of the task; 

● Parents should submit the appropriate form to the HoF. Teachers note receipt of the form and new time on 

Edumate and forward to DTL and DoS for approval and storage; 

● If a student becomes ill during an in-class assessment the DoS will decide whether an estimate or a 

substitute task will be given. 

Absence Before a Task 

Students who are absent on the day before a task will have 25% of their mark deducted if no signed 

documentation to explain the absence is submitted (e.g. 27/30 = 90%, 90/4 = 22.5. 90-22.5 = 67.5 = 68% ) 

Stage 6 students will need to submit an Illness Form with Medical Certificate from an in-person consultation with 

the doctor, dated the same day as the absence. Medical certificates dated after the absence will not be 

accepted. 
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Late or Non-Submission of a Task due to Illness or Misadventure 

In the event a hand-in task is not submitted by the due date or an in-class task is not completed on or before the 

due date by reason of illness or misadventure the following procedures should be followed, in consultation with 

the DoS as required: 

● Illness/Misadventure form must be completed by parents and submitted to the HoF, the form must be 

approved/filed by DoS; 

● A medical certificate will be required to verify any absence due to illness; 

● Misadventure (events outside the control of students) will be approved at the discretion of the Assessment 

Review Panel; 

● The teacher will record a note of the incident in Edumate noting the submission of the form and the revised 

date;  

● The teacher will then administer the task and attempt to ensure that the student receives no advantage – 

where the teacher perceives that the student has received an advantage they must consult the DoS. 

Follow up of Missed tasks 

If a student has missed a task, for whatever reason, they are responsible, in partnership with their teacher, to 

ensure that they take the task at the first opportunity (usually on the day of their return).  

● Late submission tasks will be time stamped or noted as such in Canvas 

● In-class, group or practical tasks will be managed by the teacher – but full cooperation is expected from the 

student to determine the new timing of the assessment task;  

● In examination periods, missed papers will be managed by the DoS with support from Learning Enrichment 

staff and the relevant HoF. It may be that the integrity of the task is so compromised that the task can only 

be completed as a take-home task to be marked for feedback and gap analysis. In this instance, students will 

receive an N/A as the reported grade. This will make the weighting of other tasks more significant. Teachers 

may consult the data from the take-home task to help form final grades for NESA as additional evidence. 

Non-Submission without Illness/Misadventure or Revised Date Missed 

In the event a hand-in task is not submitted by the due date or an in-class task is not completed on or before the 

due date but illness or misadventure is not proven, or in the event of a revised date being missed the following 

procedures will be followed: 

● The teacher will inform the student and parent (email/phone) that their assessment task is late and will incur 

a penalty. (If a revised date has been missed the Year Advisor (YA) and DoS must also be informed); 

● The teacher will record a note of the incident in Edumate, assign a revised date or task and inform the DoS; 

● The teacher will mark the assessment task upon submission/completion; 

● The student will be notified of their original mark (mark ties scored without penalty) and revised mark (after 

penalty is applied) (see table below); 

Number of days late (includes weekends) Percentage of original mark credited to the student 

1 75 

2 50 

3 25 

4 0 

● Apart from exceptional circumstances, students will be required to submit/complete all assessment tasks 

even if they will receive a revised mark of zero or N/A is recorded against their results. 

Total Non-Submission/Non-Completion of Task 

In the event a task is not submitted or completed at all after the process outlined above (including Extensions 

and Illness/Misadventure provisions): 

● Such students are at risk of a ‘N’ Determination (see below). The teacher will ensure the HoF, Year Advisor, 

HSY, DTL and DoS are fully aware of the non-completion by the end of the same day  

● The HSY or YA will contact the parent and discuss the incident with parent/guardian and, with the DoS, 

interview the student, advising them of the problem to be corrected and alert them to the possible 

consequences of an ‘N’ determination; 
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● DTL will issue the parent/guardian with an ‘N’ Determination Warning letter (warnings are to be issued as 

soon as possible and as regularly as required); 

● DTL will request from the parent/guardian and student written acknowledgement of the warning; 

● If the first letter did not achieve its objective, DTL will issue a further warning letter; and retain copies of all 

relevant documentation on file. 

● A mark of zero will apply for that task 

● Non submission or non completion will be recorded on NESA’s Register of Malpractice 

N Determinations 

● Students who have not complied with the course requirements and who have received at least two written 

warnings at the time of finalising grades may be regarded as not having satisfactorily completed the course 

and be formally assigned an ‘N’ determination by the Principal.  

● This formal determination will not normally be made until the end of the course.   

● An ‘N’ determination in one subject may mean a student does not complete all mandatory requirements and 

therefore may not be eligible to receive an HSC. They may receive a RoSA showing all grades awarded at the 

completion of the Preliminary course. 

Assessment Appeals 
 

If students believe they have grounds to dispute the appropriateness of a mark for a recently returned 

Assessment Task, they must consult the Class Teacher immediately. The Class Teacher will defer to the 

Assessment Review Panel (which consists of DTL, DoS, HSY and HoF) who will review the task and act 

appropriately on any findings. 

Internal Review Procedures 

Students may appeal assessment decisions by submitting an Assessment Appeal Form (available on the College 

website). The Assessment Review Panel will consider all appeals, taking consideration of whether these 

guidelines were followed in all matters related to the assessment and whether the student was disadvantaged 

or treated unfairly. The appeal process will observe the principles of natural justice, incorporating the right to: 

● be treated without bias,  

● be informed of allegations being made against you,  

● respond to an allegation, and  

● information regarding the status of the complaint. 

Care will be taken to ensure that the principles of natural justice are followed. They will refer to the online ACE 

manual for further procedures regarding the appeals process for Stages 5 and 6. 

Grounds for appeal may be based on the following circumstances: 

● Insufficient notification for a task has been provided (less than two weeks) 

● The weightings used by the College in its Assessment Program do not conform to NESA requirements; 

● The College has varied from its stated assessment program;  

● Errors in calculations have been made; 

● The student requests a review of the marks allocated based on the published marking rubric 
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HSC Assessment Reviews 
 

After all HSC examinations have been completed, Students Online will provide students with their assessment 

rank order within each of their courses at the College. Their rank order is calculated from their assessment 

results in each of the courses studied. At times, the rank published by Edumate will differ from the rank issued 

by the College to NESA, as discrete data to two decimal places will determine the final rank. 

If students feel that their rank in any course is incorrect, they should contact the College as soon as possible. If 

necessary, they can apply to the College Principal for a review. There is no provision for a review of the actual 

marks awarded for assessment Tasks. Further details about reviews and appeals are on the Assessment Appeal 

Form which can be obtained from the College website. 

If students are dissatisfied with the result of the College review of their course assessment rankings they can 

appeal to NESA against the decision. NESA then decides if the correct weightings were used, whether the College 

followed its own assessment program and that there were no clerical errors. If the appeal is upheld, NESA refers 

the matter back to the College for further review. 

Any student can be given his/her ranking within the College in each course studied at any time.  If a ranking 

given by the College differs significantly from the student’s expectations, the student may seek a review in that 

course. The ranking via reports on Edumate may not exactly correlate with NESA rankings as more discrete data 

analysis is involved in the rigorous process of final rank determinations. Edumate ranks round up results which 

can provide a false indication of the true rank when the discrete raw data is considered. It is best practice to 

separate the ranks; it is rare to allocate equal first rank as this can potentially disadvantage students in the 

moderation process during HSC results distribution. 

If NESA does initiate a review, the way the marks/grades were awarded by the faculty for individual assessment 

task will NOT be part of the review according to their processes. The review is an administrative check and does 

not involve the questioning of any teacher’s professional judgement in any way. 

A student must apply for an Assessment Review on the form supplied by the College, setting out the reason(s) 

for the review. The form must reach the College by the specified date. 

The College will conduct reviews as soon as possible after the specified date. 

In conducting a review, the College will check to see that: 

a) the weightings used by the College were those specified by NESA in the subject guides. 

b) The marks awarded were consistent with the College’s Assessment Policy. 

c) A computational error has not occurred. 

The results of all reviews will be released simultaneously. 

Each student will be informed about the procedures undertaken in the review and the final result of the review.  

Full and detailed reasons to support the College’s decision will be given to the student seeking the review. 

The review results are to be communicated directly to the student. 

A student who is dissatisfied with the outcome of the College’s review procedures may appeal to NESA. Such an 

appeal is to be forwarded through the College Principal. NESA will NOT change the assessment marks but may 

request that the College amend its procedures and conduct a further review. 

Under NO circumstances will an appeal be undertaken after the release of HSC results. 
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The Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank 

 

The Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR) is automatically sent to all HSC students who indicate on their 

HSC Entry Form that they wish to be notified of their ATAR. The ATAR will inform students of their relative 

positions within the overall ranking of all HSC candidates and will be the basis of admission to tertiary courses. 

Calculating the ATAR for the HSC 

The ATAR is a number (not a mark) that indicates a student's position in relation to their Year 7 cohort, including 

students who did not complete Year 12. An ATAR of 80.00, for example, indicates that the students with that 

ATAR have performed in the HSC better than 80 per cent of their Year 7 cohort, had all these Year 7 students 

completed Year 12 and been eligible for an ATAR. The ATAR is reported as a number between 0.00 and 99.95 

with increments of 0.05. 

The ATAR is a rank that allows the comparison of students who have completed different combinations of HSC 

courses. The ATAR is calculated solely for use by institutions to rank and select school leavers for admission to 

tertiary courses. Other selection criteria may be used together with the ATAR. The ATAR is calculated by the 

universities and is released by the Universities Admissions Centre (UAC). To be eligible for an ATAR in 2026, you 

must satisfactorily complete at least 10 units of ATAR courses. These ATAR courses must include at least: 

● Eight units from Category A courses  

● Two units of English  

● Three NESA Developed courses of two units or greater  

● Four subjects. 

The ATAR is based on an aggregate of scaled marks in 10 units of ATAR courses comprising:  

● best two units of English and  

● best eight units from the remaining units.  This includes Standard 1 Mathematics and VET courses where an 

HSC examination was undertaken. 

The ATAR and HSC marks  

ATAR calculation is a complex process that begins with scaling the raw HSC marks and ends with ranking 

students among entire cohorts. 

Scaling is the first step in calculating the ATAR and scaled marks (not HSC marks) are used in the ATAR 

calculation. Scaling is necessary because HSC students take all kinds of different courses, and scaling allows 

courses to be compared fairly. The same marks in different courses are not necessarily equal, just as the same 

amounts of money in different countries are not equal. In the same way that an exchange rate can be used to 

compare currency in different countries, scaling can be used to compare marks in different courses. 

It is not valid to compare the ATAR numbers with the NESA marks as recorded on the Higher School Certificate. 

NESA when calculating the marks for each course does not attempt to relate marks for different courses to a 

common scale. Therefore adding together the marks for different courses on the printed certificate is 

meaningless. 
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HSC Text Requirements 
 

This is a summary of Text Requirements, for a full detailed list, please click here or refer to the College Website – 

Parent Links>Letters, notes and forms>Secondary>Stage 6>Year 12 Booklist Letter 2025/2026. 

Biology 

Biology in Focus Year 12 HSC Updated Student Book  

Business Studies 

Cambridge Business Studies Stage 6 Year 12 5ed  

Chemistry  

Chemistry in Focus Year 12 Student Book 

Community and Family Studies 

Retained from Preliminary course – Community and Family Studies Preliminary/HSC Student Book (2nd Edition) 

Design and Technology 

Retained from Preliminary course – Design and Technology Stage 6 (2nd Edition) 

Retained from Preliminary course – Stage 6 Design and Technology – A Student’s Workbook   

Drama 

Black Diggers 

The Removalists 

Parramatta Girls 

Earth and Environmental Science 

Earth & Environmental Science in Focus Year 12 Student Book 

Retained from Preliminary course – Earth & Environmental Science in Focus Year 11 Student Book 

Economics    

Year 12 Economics 2026 (27th ed.) T. Riley 

Year 12 Economics workbook T. Riley, P. Kennedy 

English Advanced    

Nineteen Eighty-Four 

Cambridge School Shakespeare Henry IV Part 1 

English Extension 1 

Cambridge School Shakespeare Hamlet 

The Collected Stories 

English Standard 

The Crucible  

The Penguin Henry Lawson Short Stories  

Enterprise Computing 

Enterprise Computing – The Year 12 Course 

Exploring Early Childhood 

Retained from Preliminary – Exploring Early Childhood Student Book (2nd Edition) 

Food Technology 

Retained from Preliminary course – Food Tech Focus Stage 6 Student Book 

  

https://media.digistormhosting.com.au/ncc-au-nsw-678-website/documents/2026-Year-12-Booklist-letter-FINAL.pdf?v=1758602129
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Health and Movement Science 

Cambridge Health and Movement Science Stage 6 Year 12 

Legal Studies  

Cambridge Legal Studies Stage 6 Year 12 (6th Edition)  

Excel Study Guide: HSC Legal Studies Year 12 (Optional) 

Mathematics Advanced (for students studying only the Mathematics Advanced Course) 

CambridgeMATHS NSW Stage 6 Advanced Year 12  

Mathematics – Extension 1 (Includes Mathematics Advanced Course) 

CambridgeMATHS NSW Stage 6 Extension 1 Year 12 

Mathematics Standard 2 

CambridgeMATHS NSW Stage 6 Standard 2 Year 12 

Mathematics Standard 1 

CambridgeMATHS NSW Stage 6 Standard 1 Year 12 

Modern History 

Modern History Transformed Year 12 digital 

Japan 1904 – 1937 Interactive digital (Optional) 

Music 1 

An Intro to the Concepts of Music Student Book 

Musical Elements & Concepts: Aural Skills Student Workbook 

Retained from Preliminary course – Musical Elements and Concepts: Aural Skills 

Physics 

Pearson Physics NSW Year 12 

Retained from Preliminary course – Pearson Physics NSW 11 Student Book 

Society and Culture 

Retained from Preliminary course – Nelson Society and Culture Stage 6 (3ed)  

VET Hospitality 

Retained from Preliminary course – Cambridge Hospitality 4ed 
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Biology 
 

Assessment Approach and Requirements 

The internal assessment mark for HSC Biology is based on the HSC course only. Assessment consists of first-hand 

investigations, assignments, oral reports and formal examinations. There are at least 35 hours of practical work in this 

course. Units of work studied are: 

● Heredity 

● Genetic Change 

● Infectious Diseases 

● Non-Infectious Diseases & Disorders 

Assessment Schedule 

Course 

Components 

Syllabus 

Weighting 
Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 

Date  
Term 4 (2025) 

Week 6 

Term 1 

Week 8 

Term 2 

Week 11 

Term 3 

Weeks 2-4 

Type of Task 

(In class / 

Submission) 

 

Submission + In 

class: Model and 

viva voce 

Half Yearly 

Examination 

Submission + In-

class: Depth Study 

Trial HSC 

Examination 

Module  Heredity 
Heredity + Genetic 

Change 
Module of choice All Modules 

Outcomes 

Assessed 
 

BIO12-5, 

BIO12-7, BIO12-12 

BIO12-4, BIO12-6, 

BIO12-12, BIO12-

13 

BIO12-1, BIO12-2, 

BIO12-3, BIO12-4, 

BIO12-5, BIO12-6, 

BIO12-7, and ONE 

of; BIO12-12, 

BIO12-13, BIO12-

14, BIO12-15 

BIO12-5, BIO12-6, 

BIO12-7, BIO12-12, 

BIO12-13, BIO12-

14, BIO12-15 

Knowledge & 

Understanding 
40% 10 10 10 10 

Skills in working 

scientifically 
60% 10 10 20 20 

Total 100% 20% 20% 30% 30% 

HSC Course Outcomes 

BIO12-1 develops and evaluates questions and hypotheses for scientific investigation 

BIO12-2 designs and evaluates investigations in order to obtain primary and secondary data and information 

BIO12-3 conducts investigations to collect valid and reliable primary and secondary data and information 

BIO12-4 
selects and processes appropriate qualitative and quantitative data and information using a range of 

appropriate media 

BIO12-5 analyses and evaluates primary and secondary data and information 

BIO12-6 
solves scientific problems using primary and secondary data, critical thinking skills and scientific 

processes 

BIO12-7 
communicates scientific understanding using suitable language and terminology for a specific 

audience or purpose 

BIO12-12 
explains the structures of DNA and analyses the mechanisms of inheritance and how processes of 

reproduction ensure continuity of species 

BIO12-13 explains natural genetic change and the use of genetic technologies to induce genetic change 

BIO12-14 
analyses infectious disease in terms of cause, transmission, management and the organism’s 

response, including the human immune system 

BIO12-15 
explains non-infectious disease and disorders and a range of technologies and methods used to 

assist, control, prevent and treat non-infectious disease 
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Business Studies 
 

Assessment Approach and Requirements 

By giving the students a range of assessment components, they will be exposed to a variety of tasks to achieve the outcomes.  

Case Studies are an important component of HSC Business Studies and so the stimulus material is based around a case 

study review. 

Assessment Schedule  

Course 

Components 

Syllabus 

Weighting 
Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 

Date  
Term 4 (2025) 

Week 7 

Term 1 

Week 8 

Term 2 

Week 5 

Term 3 

Weeks 2-4 

Type of Task 

(In class / 

Submission) 

 
Submission: 

Case Study Essay 

Half Yearly 

Examination 

Submission: 

Case Study Essay 

Trial HSC 

Examination 

Module  Finance 
Finance + 

Marketing 
Operations 

All Modules 

included 

Outcomes 

Assessed 
 H7, H8, H9, H10 H3, H5, H8, H10 H1, H2, H3, H5, H9 H2, H4, H6, H8, H9 

Knowledge & 

Understanding 
40% 10 5 10 15 

Stimulus-based 

skills 
20%    10 10 

Inquiry & 

Research 
20% 10  10    

Communication 

of business 

information, 

ideas and issues 

in appropriate 

forms 

20%  10 5 5 

Total  100% 20% 25% 25% 30% 

HSC Course Outcomes 

H1 critically analyses the role of business in Australia and globally 

H2 evaluates management strategies in response to changes in internal and external influences 

H3 discusses the social and ethical responsibilities of management 

H4 analyses business functions and processes in large and global businesses 

H5 explains management strategies and their impact on businesses 

H6 evaluates the effectiveness of management in the performance of businesses 

H7 plans and conducts investigations into contemporary business issues  

H8 organises and evaluates information for actual and hypothetical business situations  

H9 communicates business information, issues and concepts in appropriate formats  

H10 applies mathematical concepts appropriately in business situations 
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Chemistry   
 

Assessment Approach and requirements 

All three tasks will assess knowledge and skills requirements of the course. Students will also conduct a Depth Study that 

allows the further development of concepts and skills covered in the HSC course. 

Assessment Schedule 

Course 

Components 

Syllabus 

Weighting 
Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 

Date  
Term 4 (2025) 

Week 7 

Term 1 

Week 8 

Term 2 

Week 1 

Term 3 

Weeks 2-4 

Type of Task 

(In class / 

Submission) 

 

In class + 

Submission: 

Equilibrium 

Research 

Task 

Half Yearly 

Examination 

Submission: 

Depth Study 

Analysis 

Trial HSC 

Examination 

Module  
Equilibrium and 

Acid Reactions 

Equilibrium and 

Acid Reactions 

+ 

Acid/Base 

Reactions 

Module of choice All Modules 

Outcomes 

Assessed 
 

CH12-2, CH12-3, 

CH12-7, CH12-12 

CH12-4, CH12-7, 

CH12-12, CH12-13 

CH12-1, CH12-2, 

CH12-3, CH12-4, 

CH12-5, CH12-6, 

CH12-7, and ONE 

of: CH12-12, CH12-

13, CH12-14, CH12-

15 

CH12-5, CH12-6, 

CH12-7, CH12-12, 

CH12-13, CH12-14, 

CH12-15 

Knowledge and 

understanding 
40% 10 10 10 10 

Skills in working 

scientifically 
60% 10 10 20 20 

Total 100% 20% 20% 30% 30% 

HSC Course Outcomes 

CH12-1 develops and evaluates questions and hypotheses for scientific investigation 

CH12-2 designs and evaluates investigations in order to obtain primary and secondary data and information 

CH12-3 conducts investigations to collect valid and reliable primary and secondary data and information 

CH12-4 
selects and processes appropriate qualitative and quantitative data and information using a range of 

appropriate media 

CH12-5 analyses and evaluates primary and secondary data and information 

CH12-6 
solves scientific problems using primary and secondary data, critical thinking skills and scientific 

processes 

CH12-7 
communicates scientific understanding using suitable language and terminology for a specific 

audience or purpose 

CH12-12 explains the characteristics of equilibrium systems, and the factors that affect these systems 

CH12-13 describes, explains, and quantitatively analyses acids and bases using contemporary models 

CH12-14 analyses the structure of, and predicts reactions involving, carbon compounds 

CH12-15 describes and evaluates chemical systems used to design and analyse chemical processes 
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Community and Family Studies 
 

Assessment Approach and Requirements 

Assessment in this subject consists of an independent research project, presentation and formal examinations. During class 

students will develop the skills required to communicate information and understanding based on the activities carried out. 

Assessment Schedule 

Course 

Components 

Syllabus 

Weighting 
Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 

Date  
Term 4 (2025) 

Week 8 

Term 1 

Week 8 

Term 2 

Week 9 

Term 3 

Weeks 2-4 

Type of Task 

(In class / 

Submission) 

 

Submission: 

Independent 

Research Project 

Half Yearly 

Examination 

In class: Parenting 

& Caring Case 

Study 

Trial HSC 

Examination 

Module  
Research 

Methodology 
Groups in Context 

Parenting and 

Caring 
All Modules 

Outcomes 

Assessed 
 H4.1, H4.2 

H2.1, H2.2,  

H3.4, H7.1 

H1.1, H2.2, H3.1, 

H3.3, H4.1,  

H4.2 H5.1 

H1.1 to H7.4 

Knowledge and 

Understanding of 

course content 

40% 5 10 10 15 

Skills in critical 

thinking, 

research 

methodology, 

analysing and 

communicating 

60% 25 10 10 15 

Total 100% 30% 20% 20% 30% 

HSC Course Outcomes 

H1.1 
analyses the effect of resource management on the wellbeing of individuals, groups, families and 

communities 

H2.1   analyses different approaches to parenting and caring relationships 

H2.2   
evaluates strategies to contribute to positive relationships and the wellbeing of individuals, groups, 

families and communities 

H2.3   
critically examines how individual rights and responsibilities in various environments contribute to 

wellbeing  

H3.1   analyses the sociocultural factors that lead to special needs of individuals in groups 

H3.2   evaluates networks available to individuals, groups and families within communities 

H3.3   critically analyses the role of policy and community structures in supporting diversity 

H3.4   
critically evaluates the impact of social, legal and technological change on individuals, groups, families 

and communities 

H4.1   justifies and applies appropriate research methodologies  

H4.2   communicates ideas, debates issues and justifies opinions  

H5.1   
proposes management strategies to enable individuals and groups to satisfy their specific needs and 

to ensure equitable access to resources 

H5.2   develops strategies for managing multiple roles and demands of family, work and other environments  

H6.1   analyses how the empowerment of women and men influences the way they function within society 

H6.2   
formulates strategic plans that preserve rights, promote responsibilities and establish roles leading to 

the creation of positive social environments 

H7.1 
appreciates differences among individuals, groups and families within communities and values their 

contributions to society 

H7.2 develops a sense of responsibility for the wellbeing of themselves and others 

H7.3 appreciates the value of resource management in response to change 

H7.4 values the place of management in coping with a variety of role expectations 
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Design and Technology 
 

Assessment Approach and requirements 

The course involves hands-on practical activities which develop knowledge and skills in designing and producing. The HSC 

course includes the development and realisation of the major design project, a case study of an innovation and other 

teaching and learning activities. These projects involve the design, production and evaluation of a product, system or 

environment and includes evidence of the design process recorded in a design folio. The design folio can take a variety of 

different forms. 

Assessment Schedule 

Course  

Components 

Syllabus 

Weighting 
Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 

Date  
Term 4 (2025) 

Week 9 

Term 1 

Week 9 

Term 2 

Week 9 

Term 3  

Weeks 2-4 

Type of Task 

(In class / 

Submission) 

 

Submission: 

Project Proposal 

and Needs Analysis 

Submission: 

Innovation Case 

Study 

Submission: 

MDP Presentation 

& Evaluation 

Trial HSC 

Examination  

Module  Project Proposal 
Innovation in 

Design 

Project 

Development and 

Evaluation 

All Modules 

Outcomes 

Assessed 
 

H.1.1, H1.2, H3.2, 

H4.1, H4.2, H4.3, 

H5.1, H5.2, H6.1 

H2.1, H2.2, 

H3.1, H3.2, H4.1, 

H5.2, H6.1, H6.2 

H.1.1, H1.2, H3.2, 

H4.1, H4.2, H4.3, 

H5.1, H5.2, H6.1 

(A selection of 

Outcomes will be 

covered in the 

exam) 

Knowledge and 

understanding of 

course content 

40% 5 10 10 15 

Knowledge and 

skills in 

designing, 

managing, 

producing and 

evaluating a 

major design 

project 

 

60% 

 

10 10 25 15 

Total 100% 15% 20% 35% 30% 

HSC Course Outcomes 

H1.1 critically analyses the factors affecting design and the development and success of design projects 

H1.2 relates the practices and processes of designers and producers to the major design project 

H2.1 explains the influence of trends in society on design and production 

H2.2 evaluates the impact of design and innovation on society and the environment 

H3.1 analyses the factors that influence innovation and the success of innovation 

H3.2 uses creative and innovative approaches in designing and producing 

H4.1 
identifies a need or opportunity and researches and explores ideas for design development and 

production of the major design project 

H4.2 selects and uses resources responsibly and safely to realise a quality major design project 

H4.3 evaluates the processes undertaken and the impacts of the major design project 

H5.1 manages the development of a quality major design project 

H5.2 selects and uses appropriate research methods and communication techniques 

H6.1 
justifies technological activities undertaken in the major design project through the study of industrial 

and commercial  

H6.2 
critically assesses the emergence and impact of new technologies, and the factors affecting their 

development 
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Drama 

 

Assessment Approach and Requirements 

In Drama, the practices of Making, Performing, and Critically Studying interrelate. Students learn to engage in a collaborative 

process in which they explore, shape and symbolically represent imagination, ideas, feelings, attitudes, beliefs and their 

consequences.  

Assessment Schedule 

Course 

Components 

Syllabus 

Weighting 
Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 Task 5 

Date  
Term 4 

Week 7 

Term 1 

Week 8 

Term 2 

Week 10 

Term 3 

Weeks 2-4 

Term 3 

Weeks 2-4 

Type of Task 

(In class / 

Submission) 

 

Submission & 

presentation: 

Individual 

Project 

Development 

Written 

Response: 

Half Yearly 

Examination  

In class 

performance: 

Group 

Performance 

Development 

Written 

response: 

Trial 

Examination 

Soiree: 

Group 

Performance & 

Individual 

Project 

Module  
Individual 

Project 

Verbatim 

Theatre 

Group 

Performance 

Group 

Performance 

Individual 

Project 

Group 

Performance 

Individual 

Project 

Outcomes 

Assessed 
 

H1.2, H1.3, 

H1.5 * H2.3 

H3.1, H3.2, 

H3.3, H1.7 

H1.1, H1.2, 

H1.4, H1.6, 

H2.2 

H3.1, H3.2, 

H3.2 

H1.1, H1.2, 

H1.4, H1.6, 

H.2.1 

Making 40% 10  10  20 

Performing 30% 10  10  10 

Critically 

Studying 
30%  20  10  

Total 100% 20% 20% 20% 10% 30% 

* Teacher will select the appropriate outcomes based on the Individual Project option selected by each student. 

HSC Course Outcomes 

H1.1 uses acting skills to adopt and sustain a variety of characters and roles 

H1.2 uses performance skills to interpret and perform scripted and other material 

H1.3 
uses knowledge and experience of dramatic and theatrical forms, styles and theories to inform and 

enhance individual and group devised works 

H1.4 collaborates effectively to produce a group-devised performance 

H1.5 demonstrates directorial skills 

H1.6 records refined group performance work in appropriate form 

H1.7 demonstrates skills in using the elements of production 

H2.1 demonstrates effective performance skills 

H2.2 uses dramatic and theatrical elements effectively to engage an audience 

H2.3 demonstrates directorial skills for theatre and other media 

H3.1 
critically applies understanding of the cultural, historical and political contexts that have influenced 

specific drama and theatre practitioners, styles and movements 

H3.2 
analyses, synthesises and organises knowledge, information and opinion in coherent, informed oral 

and written responses 

H3.3 
demonstrates understanding of the actor-audience relationship in various dramatic and theatrical 

styles and movements 
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Earth and Environmental Science 
 

Assessment Approach and Requirements 

All three tasks will assess knowledge and skills requirements of the course. Students will also conduct a depth study that 

allows the further development of concepts covered in a Module of their choice.  

Assessment Schedule 

Course 

Components 

Syllabus 

Weighting 
Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 

Date  
Term 4 (2025) 

Week 7 

Term 1 

Week 8 

Term 2 

Week 10 

Term 3 

Weeks 2-4 

Type of Task 

(In class / 

Submission) 

 
Submission: Model 

and viva voce 

Half Yearly 

Examination 

Submission + In 

class: Depth Study 

HSC Trial 

Examination 

Module  
Module 5: Earth’s 

Processes 

Module 5: Earth’s 

Processors 

Module 6: Hazards 

Module of choice All Modules 

Outcomes 

Assessed 
 

EES12-5, 

EES12-7, 

EES12-12 

EES12-4, 

EES12-6, 

EES12-12, 

EES12-13 

EES12-1, EES12-2, 

EES12-3, EES12-4, 

EES12-5, EE12-6, 

EES12-7, and ONE 

of: EES12-12, 

EES12-13, EES12-

14, EES12-15 

EES12-5, 

EES12-6, EES12-7, 

EES12-12, EES12-

13, EES12-14, 

EES12-15 

Knowledge and 

understanding 
40% 10% 10% 10% 10% 

Skills in working 

scientifically 
60% 10% 10% 20% 20% 

Total 100% 20% 20% 30% 30% 

HSC Course Outcomes 

EES12-1  develops and evaluates questions and hypotheses for scientific investigation  

EES12-2  designs and evaluates investigations in order to obtain primary and secondary data and information  

EES12-3  conducts investigations to collect valid and reliable primary and secondary data and information  

EES12-4  
selects and processes appropriate qualitative and quantitative data and information using a range of 

appropriate media  

EES12-5  analyses and evaluates primary and secondary data and information  

EES12-6  
solves scientific problems using primary and secondary data, critical thinking skills and scientific 

processes  

EES12-7  
communicates scientific understanding using suitable language and terminology for a specific 

audience or purpose  

EES12-12  
describes and evaluates the models that show the structure and development of the Earth over its 

history  

EES12-13  
describes and evaluates the causes of the Earth’s hazards and the ways in which they affect, and are 

affected by, the Earth's systems  

EES12-14  
analyses the natural processes and human influences on the Earth, including the scientific evidence 

for changes in climate  

EES12-15  
describes and assesses renewable and non-renewable Earth resources and how their extraction, use, 

consumption and disposal affect the Earth’s systems  
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Economics 
 

Assessment Approach and Requirements 

The following assessment schedule has been developed based on current NESA guidelines and needs to be understood in 

the broader context of assessment of, for and as learning.  

Assessment Schedule 

Course 

Components 

Syllabus 

Weighting 
Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 

Date  
Term 4 (2025) 

Week 9 

Term 1 

Week 8 

Term 2 

Week 7 

Term 3 

Weeks 2-4 

Type of Task 

(In class / 

Submission) 

 
Submission: 

Research Report 

Half Yearly 

Examination 

Submission: 

Research Report 

Trial HSC 

Examination 

Module  Economic Issues 
Economic Issues 

Global Economy 

 

Economic Policy 

Management 

 

All Topics included 

Outcomes 

Assessed 
 

H1, H5, H9, H10, 

H12 

H3, H7, H8,  

H9, H11 

H5, H6, H8, 

 H9, H10 

H1, H4, H7,  

H10, H11  

Knowledge and 

Understanding 
40% 5 10 10 15 

Stimulus-based 

skills 
20% 10   10 

Inquiry and 

research 
20%  10 10  

Communication 

of economic 

information, 

ideas and issues 

in appropriate 

forms 

20% 5 5 5 5 

Total 100% 20% 25% 25% 30% 

HSC Course Outcomes 

H1 demonstrates understanding of economic terms, concepts and relationships  

H2 analyses the economic role of individuals, firms, institutions and governments 

H3 explains the role of markets in the global economy 

H4 analyses the impact of global markets on the Australian and global economies 

H5 
discusses policy options for dealing with problems and issues in contemporary and hypothetical 

contexts 

H6 analyses the impact of economic policies in theoretical and contemporary Australian contexts 

H7 
evaluates the consequences of contemporary economic problems and issues on individuals, firms and 

governments 

H8 
applies appropriate terminology, concepts and theories in contemporary and hypothetical economic 

contexts 

H9 selects and organises information from a variety of sources for relevance and reliability 

H10 communicates economic information, ideas and issues in appropriate forms 

H11 applies mathematical concepts in economic contexts 

H12 works independently and in groups to achieve appropriate goals in set timelines 
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English Advanced 
 

Assessment Approach and Requirements 

In English Advanced, Students will undertake assessment as, for and of learning in both responding to and composing. They 

will be expected to demonstrate knowledge, understanding and skill across a wide range of texts and modes of 

communication. 

Assessment Schedule 

Course 

Components 

Syllabus 

Weighting 
Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 

Date  
Term 4 (2025) 

Week 8 

Term 1 

Week 8 

Term 2 

Week 9 

Term 3 

Weeks 2-4 

Type of Task 

(In class / 

Submission) 

 

In Class + 

Submission: 

Writing Portfolio  

Half Yearly 

Examination 

In Class + 

Submission: 

Multimodal Task 

Trial HSC 

Examination 

Module  
Texts and Human 

Experiences 

Textual 

Conversations/ 

Craft of Writing 

10% 

Critical Study of 

Literature/ 

Craft of Writing 

10% 

All Modules/ 

Craft of Writing 5% 

Outcomes 

Assessed 
 

EA12-1, EA12-2, 

EA12-4, EA12-7, 

EA12-9  

EA12-1, EA12-3, 

EA12-5, EA12-6, 

EA12-8  

 

EA12-2, EA12-4, 

EA12-5, EA12-7, 

EA12-9  

EA12-1, EA12-3, 

EA12-4, EA12-6, 

EA12-8  

Knowledge and 

understanding of 

course content 

50% 10 10 15 15 

Skills in 

responding to 

texts and 

communication 

of ideas 

appropriate to 

audience, 

purpose and 

context across all 

modes 

50% 15 10 10 15 

Total 100% 25% 20% 25% 30% 

HSC Course Outcomes 

EA12-1 
independently responds to, composes and evaluates texts for understanding, interpretation, critical 

analysis, imaginative expression and pleasure 

EA12-2 
uses, evaluates and justifies processes, skills and knowledge required to effectively respond to and 

compose texts in different modes, media and technologies 

EA12-3 
critically analyses and uses language forms, features and structures of texts justifying appropriateness 

for specific purposes, audience and contexts and evaluates their effects on meaning 

EA12-4 
strategically adapts and applies knowledge, skills and understanding of language concepts and literary 

devices in new and different contexts 

EA12-5 
thinks imaginatively, creatively, interpretively, critically and discerningly to respond to, evaluate and 

compose texts that synthesise complex information, ideas and arguments 

EA12-6 investigates and evaluates the relationships between texts 

EA12-7 
evaluates the diverse way texts can represent personal and public worlds and recognises how they 

are valued 

EA12-8 explains and evaluates nuanced cultural assumptions and values in texts and their effects on meaning 

EA12-9 
reflects on, evaluates and monitors own learning and refines individual and collaborative processes as 

an independent learner 
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English Standard 
 

Assessment Approach and Requirements 

In English Standard, Students will undertake assessment as, for and of learning in both responding to and composing texts. 

They will be expected to demonstrate knowledge, understanding and skill across a wide range of texts and modes of 

communication.  

Assessment Schedule 

Course 

Components 

Syllabus 

Weighting 
Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 

Date  
Term 4 (2025) 

Week 8 

Term 1 

Week 8 

Term 2 

Week 9 

Term 3 

Weeks 2-4 

Type of Task 

(In class / 

Submission) 

 

In Class + 

Submission: 

Writing Portfolio  

Half Yearly 

Examination 

In Class + 

Submission: 

Multimodal 

Presentation  

Trial HSC 

Examination 

Module  
Texts and Human 

Experiences 

Language, Identity 

and Culture / 

Craft of Writing 

10% 

Close Study of 

Literature / 

Craft of Writing 

10% 

All Modules / 

Craft of Writing 5% 

Outcomes 

Assessed 
 

EN12-1, EN12-2, 

EN12-4, EN12-7, 

EN12-9 

EN12-1, EN12-3, 

EN12-5, EN12-6, 

EN12-8 

EN12-2, EN12-4, 

EN12-5, EN12-7, 

EN12-9 

EN12-1, EN12-3, 

EN12-4, EN12-6, 

EN12-8 

Knowledge and 

understanding of 

course content 

50% 15 10 10 15 

Skills in 

responding to 

texts and 

communication 

of ideas 

appropriate to 

audience, 

purpose and 

context across all 

modes 

50% 10 10 15 15 

Total 100% 25% 20% 25% 30% 

HSC Course Outcomes 

EN12-1 
independently responds to and composes complex texts for understanding, interpretation, critical 

analysis, imaginative expression and pleasure 

EN12-2 
uses, evaluates and justifies processes, skills and knowledge required to effectively respond to and 

compose texts in different modes, media and technologies 

EN12-3 
analyses and uses language forms, features and structures of texts and justifies their appropriateness 

for purpose, audience and context and explains effects on meaning 

EN12-4 
adapts and applies knowledge, skills and understanding of language concepts and literary devices into 

new and different contexts 

EN12-5 
thinks imaginatively, creatively, interpretively, analytically and discerningly to respond to and compose 

texts that include considered and detailed information, ideas and arguments 

EN12-6 investigates and explains the relationships between texts 

EN12-7 explains and evaluates the diverse ways texts can represent personal and public worlds 

EN12-8 explains and assesses cultural assumptions in texts and their effects on meaning 

EN12-9 
reflects on, assesses and monitors own learning and refines individual and collaborative processes as 

an independent learner 

 

  



 

HSC Assessment Handbook 2025/2026 Page 23 

English Studies 
 

Assessment Approach and Requirements 

In English Studies, Students will undertake assessment as, for and of learning in both responding to and composing texts. 

They will be expected to demonstrate knowledge, understanding and skill across a wide range of texts and modes of 

communication.  

Assessment Schedule 

Course 

Components 

Syllabus 

Weighting 
Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 

Date  
Term 4 (2025) 

Week 8 

Term 1 

Week 8 

Term 2 

Week 9 

Term 3 

Weeks 2-4 

Type of Task 

(In class / 

Submission) 

 

In Class + 

Submission: 

Multimodal 

Presentation 

Half Yearly 

Examination 

In Class + 

Submission: 

Writing Portfolio 

Trial HSC 

Examination 

Module  
Texts and Human 

Experiences 

Who do I think I 

am? 

Mi-Tunes+ 

On The Road 
All Modules 

Outcomes 

Assessed 
 

ES12-1, ES12-2, 

ES12-7, ES12-9, 

ES12-10 

ES12-3, ES12-4, 

ES12-5, ES12-7, 

ES12-8 

ES12-2, ES12-3, 

ES12-6, ES12-9, 

ES12-10 

ES12-1, ES12-4, 

ES12-5, ES12-6, 

ES12-8 

Knowledge and 

understanding of 

course content 

50% 10 10 15 15 

Skills in: 

*Comprehending 

texts 

*Communicating 

ideas 

*Using language 

accurately, 

appropriately 

and effectively 

50% 15 10 10 15 

Total 100% 25% 20% 25% 30% 

HSC Course Outcomes 

ES12-1 comprehends and responds analytically and imaginatively to a range of texts, including short and 

extended texts, literary texts and texts from academic, community, workplace and social contexts for 

a variety of purposes 

ES12-2 identifies, uses and assesses strategies to comprehend increasingly complex and sustained written, 

spoken, visual, multimodal and digital texts that have been composed for different purposes and 

contexts 

ES12-3 accesses, comprehends and uses information to communicate in a variety of ways 

ES12-4 composes proficient texts in different forms 

ES12-5 develops knowledge, understanding and appreciation of how language is used, identifying and 

explaining specific language forms and features in texts that convey meaning to different audiences 

ES12-6 uses appropriate strategies to compose texts for different modes, media, audiences, contexts and 

purposes 

ES12-7 represents own ideas in critical, interpretive and imaginative texts 

ES12-8 understands and explains the relationships between texts 

ES12-9 identifies and explores ideas, values, points of view and attitudes expressed in texts, and explains 

ways in which texts may influence, engage and persuade different audiences 

ES12-10 monitors and reflects on own learning and adjusts individual and collaborative processes to develop 

as a more independent learner 
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English Extension 1 
 

Assessment Approach and Requirements 

Throughout the HSC English Extension 1 Course students utilise a variety of assessment techniques which are used to assess 

understanding and level of skill achieved. Assessment occurs in each of the learning experiences of complex analysis, 

sustained compositions, and through independent investigations.  

Assessment Schedule 

Course 

Components 

Syllabus 

Weighting 
Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 

Date  
Term 1 

Week 3 

Term 2 

Week 6 

Term 3 

Weeks 2-4 

Type of Task 

(In class / 

Submission) 

 
In Class + Submission: 

Writing Portfolio  

In Class + Submission: 

Multimodal Task  
Trial HSC Examination 

Module  Literary Worlds 
Literary Worlds: Literary 

Mindscapes 

Literary Worlds: Literary 

Mindscapes 

Outcomes 

Assessed 
 

EE12-1, EE12-2, EE12-3, 

EE12-4, EE12-5  

EE12-1, EE12-2, EE12-3, 

EE12-4, EE12-5 

EE12-1, EE12-2, EE12-3, 

EE12-4 

Knowledge and 

understanding of 

complex texts 

and of how and 

why they are 

valued 

50% 15 20 15 

Skills in complex 

analysis, 

sustained 

composition and 

independent 

investigation 

50% 15 20 15 

Total 100% 30% 40% 30% 

HSC Course Outcomes 

EE12-1 
demonstrates and applies insightful understanding of the dynamic, often subtle, relationship between 

text, purpose, audience and context, across a range of modes, media and technologies  

EE12-2 
analyses and experiments with language forms, features and structures of complex texts, discerningly 

evaluating their effects on meaning for different purposes, audiences and contexts  

EE12-3 

independently investigates, interprets and synthesises critical and creative texts to analyse and 

evaluate different ways of valuing texts in order to inform and refine response to and composition of 

sophisticated texts  

EE12-4 
critically evaluates how perspectives, including the cultural assumptions and values that underpin 

those perspectives, are represented in texts  

EE12-5 
reflects on and evaluates the development of their conceptual understanding and the independent 

and collaborative writing and creative processes  
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English Extension 2 
 

Assessment Approach and Requirements 

Throughout the HSC English Extension 2 Course students utilise a variety of assessment techniques which are used to assess 

understanding and level of skill achieved. Assessment occurs in each of the learning experiences of complex analysis, 

sustained compositions, and through independent investigations as they develop a sustained Creative Project within their 

form of choice.  

Assessment Schedule 

Course 

Components 

Syllabus 

Weighting 
Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 

Date  
Term 4 (2025) 

Week 8 

Term 1 

Week 9 

Term 2 

Week 9 

Type of Task 

(In class / 

Submission) 

 Submission: Viva Voce  
Submission: Literature 

Review 

Submission: Critique of 

Creative Process and 

Project 

Module 
 

 

Extension 2: 

Major Work 

Extension 2: 

Major Work 

Extension 2: 

Major Work 

Outcomes 

Assessed 
 

EEX12-1, EEX12-2, EEX12-3, 

EEX12-4, EEX12-5  

EEX12-1, EEX12-2, EEX12-3, 

EEX12-4, EEX12-5  

EEX12-1, EEX12-2, EEX12-3, 

EEX12-4, EEX12-5  

Knowledge and 

understanding of 

complex texts 

and of how and 

why they are 

valued 

50% 15 20 15 

Skills in: 

● complex 

analysis of 

creative 

processes  

● sustained 

composition  

● independent 

investigation 

and research 

50% 15 20 15 

Total 100% 30% 40% 30% 

HSC Course Outcomes 

EEX12-1  

demonstrates a deep understanding of the dynamic relationship between text, composer, audience 

and context through the conceptualisation and execution of an extended composition using 

appropriate mode, medium and technology  

EEX12-2  
strategically and effectively manipulates language forms and features to create a substantial extended 

composition for a specific purpose, audience and context  

EEX12-3  
applies knowledge, understanding and insight, refined through analysis, interpretation, criticism and 

evaluation of strategically chosen texts, to shape new meaning in an original composition 

EEX12-4  
undertakes extensive independent investigation to articulate a personal perspective that explores, 

challenges, speculates or evaluates a significant situation, event or idea  

EEX12-5  
reflects on and evaluates the composition process and the effectiveness of their own published 

composition  
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Enterprise Computing 

 

Assessment Approach and Requirements 

The Year 12 course provides students with the opportunity to extend their knowledge and understanding of enterprise 

computing systems. This will then be applied to the development of a major enterprise project using project management 

skills. During the HSC course students are required to produce two projects with one project being an individual project.  

Assessment Schedule 

Course 

Components 

Syllabus 

Weightings 
Task 1 

 

Task 2 

 

 

Task 3 

 

Date  
Term 1 

Week 6 

Term 2 

Week 10 

Term 3 

Weeks 2-4 

Type of Task 

(In class / 

Submission) 

 

Submission: 

Data Science and Data 

Visualisation Project 

Submission: Individual 

Enterprise Project 
Trial HSC Examination 

Module  
Data Science and Data 

Visualisation 
Enterprise Project All content 

Outcomes 

Assessed 
 

EC-12-01, EC-12-02,  

EC-12-04, EC-12-05,  

EC-12-06, EC-12-11 

EC-12-06, EC-12-07,  

EC-12-08, EC-12-09,  

EC-12-10, EC-12-11 

EC-12-01, EC-12-02, 

EC-12-03, EC-12-04,  

EC-12-05, EC-12-06,  

EC-12-07, EC-12-08,  

EC-12-09, EC-12-10,  

EC-12-11 

Knowledge and 

understanding of 

course content 

50% 10 20 20 

Knowledge and 

skills in the 

practical 

application of the 

content 

 

50%  
20 20 10 

Total 100% 30% 40% 30% 

HSC Course Outcomes 

EC-12-01 
applies and explains an understanding of the nature and function of information technologies to a 

specific practical situation 

EC-12-02 
explains and justifies the way in which information systems relate to information processes in a 

specific context 

EC-12-03 analyses and describes a system in terms of the information processes involved 

EC-12-04 develops and explains solutions for an identified need which address all of the information processes 

EC-12-05 
evaluates and discusses the effect of information systems on the individual, society and the 

environment 

EC-12-06 
demonstrates and explains ethical practice in the use of information systems, technologies and 

processes 

EC-12-07 proposes and justifies ways in which information systems will meet emerging needs 

EC-12-08 
justifies the selection and use of appropriate resources and tools to effectively develop and manage 

projects 

EC-12-09 
selects and applies methods to record the management and evaluate the development of an 

enterprise computing system 

EC-12-10 evaluates the effectiveness of an enterprise computing system 

EC-12-11 communicates an enterprise computing solution to a specific audience 
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Exploring Early Childhood 
 

Assessment Approach and Requirements 

There is no external examination of students in Stage 6 Content Endorsed Courses. Assessment provides a measure of a 

student’s achievement based on the range of syllabus content and outcomes. The assessment components, weightings and 

task requirements to be applied to internal assessment are identified below. They ensure a common focus across schools for 

internal assessment, while allowing for flexibility in the design of tasks. A variety of tasks should be used to give students the 

opportunity to demonstrate outcomes in different ways and to improve the validity and reliability of the assessment.  

Assessment Schedule  

Course 

Components 

Syllabus 

Weighting 
Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 

Date  
Term 4 (2025) 

Week 6 

Term 1 

Week 9 

Term 2 

Week 8 

Term 3 

Weeks 2-4 

Type of Task 

(In class / 

Submission) 

 

Submission: Design 

& Construct a 

Children’s book 

Submission: Create 

a Playbook 

Submission:Resear

ch 

Trial HSC 

Examination 

Module  
Children’s 

Literature 
Starting School 

Young Children 

with Special Needs 
All Modules 

Outcomes 

assessed 
 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 4.1 

1.3, 2.1, 2.2,  

2.4, 6.1, 6.2 
1.5, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3 All 

Knowledge and 

understanding of 

course content 

50% 15% 10% 10% 15% 

Knowledge and 

skills in applying 

course content 

50% 15% 10% 10% 15% 

Total 100% 30% 20% 20% 30% 

HSC Course Outcomes 

1.1 analyses prenatal issues that have an impact on development 

1.2 
examines major physical, social-emotional, behavioural, cognitive and language development of 

young children 

1.3 
examines the nature of different periods in childhood - infants, toddler, preschool and early years of 

school 

1.4 
analyses the ways in which family, community & culture influence the growth and development of 

young children 

1.5 examines the implications for growth and development when a child has special needs 

2.1 analyses issues relating to the appropriateness of a range of services for different families 

2.2 critically examines factors that influence the social world of young children 

2.3 explains the importance of diversity as a positive issue for children and their families 

2.4 
analyses the role of a range of environmental factors that have an impact on the lives of young 

children 

2.5 examines strategies that promote safe environments 

3.1 evaluates strategies that encourage positive behaviour in young children 

4.1 demonstrates appropriate communication skills with children and / or adults 

4.2 interacts appropriately with children and adult from a wide range of cultural backgrounds 

4.3 demonstrates appropriate strategies to resolve group conflict 

5.1 
analyses & compares info from a variety of sources to gain an understanding of child growth & 

development 

6.1 demonstrates and understanding of decision making processes 

6.2 critically examines all issues including beliefs and values that may influence interactions with others 
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Extension History 
 

Assessment Approach and Requirements 

Students will develop and demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the course content through a combination of 

presentation, research and examination tasks. Through engagement and completion of these tasks, students will develop 

skills and knowledge which will form the basis of the fundamental skills required throughout the Stage 6 syllabus. 

Assessment Schedule 

Course 

Components 

Syllabus 

Weighting 
Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 

Date  
Term 1 

Week 1 

Term 3 

Weeks 2-4 

Term 3 

Week 5 

Type of Task 

(In class / 

Submission) 

 

Submission + In class 

Historical Process 

(proposal, process log, 

annotated sources) 

Trial HSC Examination 
Submission:  

History Project 

Outcomes 

Assessed 
 HE12-1, 12-2, 12-4 HE12-1, 12-3, 12-4 HE12-1, 12-2, 12-3, 12-4 

Knowledge and 

understanding of 

significant 

historical ideas 

and processes 

40% 15 15 10 

Skills in 

designing, 

undertaking and 

communicating 

historical inquiry 

and analysis 

60% 15 15 30 

Total 100% 30% 30% 40% 

HSC Course Outcomes 

HE.1 
analyses and evaluates different approaches to history and the complexity of factors that shape 

historical interpretations  

HE.2 
plans, conducts and presents a substantial historical investigation involving analysis, synthesis and 

evaluation of information from historical sources of differing perspectives and historical approaches  

HE.3 
communicates through detailed, well-structured texts to explain, argue, discuss, analyse and evaluate 

historical issues  

HE.4 
constructs an historical position about an area of historical inquiry, and discusses and challenges 

other positions  
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Food Technology  
 

Assessment Approach and Requirements 

Assessment in Food Technology consists of a range of tasks including a research case study, food design and production 

plans and practical work, and formal written examinations. In practical lessons, students will conduct first-hand experimental 

work where, they are required to communicate their understanding of the links between theoretical information and 

practical application.   

Assessment Schedule 

Course 

Components 

Syllabus 

Weightings 
Task 1 

 

Task 2 

 

 

Task 3 

 

Task 4 

Date  
Term 1 

Week 3 

Term 2 

Week 1 

Term 2 

Week 10 

Term 3 

Weeks 2-4 

Type of Task 

(In class / 

Submission) 

 
In class: Industry 

Research Essay 

In class + 

Submission:  

Plan and 

Manufacture Food 

In class + 

Submission:  

Food Product 

Development 

Trial HSC 

Examination 

Module  
The Australian 

Food Industry 
Food Manufacture 

Food Product 

Development 
All Modules 

Outcomes 

assessed 
 H1.2, H1.4, H3.1 H1.1, H2.1, H4.2 H1.3, H4.1, H5.1 

H1.1, H1.2, H1.3, 

H1.4, H2.1, H3.2, 

H4.1, H4.2, H5.1 

Knowledge & 

understanding of 

course content 

40% 10 10  20 

Knowledge and 

skills in 

designing, 

researching, 

analysing and 

evaluating 

30% 10  10 10 

Skills in 

experimenting 

with & preparing 

food by applying 

theoretical 

concepts 

30%  10 20  

Total 100% 20% 20% 30% 30% 

HSC Course Outcomes 

H1.1 explains manufacturing processes and technologies used in the production of food products 

H1.2 examines the nature and extent of the Australian food industry 

H1.3 
justifies processes of food product development and manufacture in terms of market, technological 

and environmental considerations 

H1.4 
evaluates the impact of the operation of an organisation within the Australian Food Industry on the 

individual, society and environment 

H2.1 evaluates the relationship between food, its production, consumption, promotion and health 

H3.1 investigates operations of one organisation within the Australian food industry 

H3.2 independently investigates contemporary nutrition issues 

H4.1 develops, prepares and presents food using product development processes 

H4.2 applies principles of food preservation to extend the life of food and maintain safety 

H5.1 develops, realises and evaluates solutions to a range of food situations 
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Health and Movement Science 
 

Assessment Approach and Requirements 

Throughout the HSC Course a variety of assessment techniques are used to assess understanding and level of skill 

achieved. Critical Inquiry and practical application are assessed through the analysis of a case study, research and evaluation 

of data as well as examinations. 

Assessment Schedule  

Course  

Components 

Syllabus 

Weighting 
Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 

Date  
Term 4 (2025) 

Week 8 

Term 1 

Week 8 

Term 2 

Week 8 

Term 3 

Weeks 2-4 

Type of Task 

(In class / 

Submission) 

 

 

In class: Case Study 

Analysis 

 

Half Yearly 

Examination 

In class: Depth 

Study Data in 

Health 

Trial HSC 

Examination 

Module  

Module 1 

Health in an 

Australian & Global 

Context 

Module 1 & 2 

Module 2 

Training for 

Improved 

Performance 

All Modules 

Outcomes 

assessed 
 

HM-12-01 

HM-12-06 

HM-12-10 

HMS12-1,  

HMS12-2,  

HM12-3,  

HMS12-6,  

HMS12-7,  

HMS12-8,  

HMS12-9,  

HMS12-10 

HM-12-03 

HM-12-08 

HM-12-09 

HM-12-10 

HM-12-01 

HM-12-02 

HM-12-03 

HM-12-04 

HM-12-05 

HM-12-06 

HM-12-07 

Knowledge and 

understanding of 

course content 

40% 10 10 5 15 

Skills in analysis, 

communication, 

creative thinking, 

problem-solving 

and research 

60% 10 15 15 20 

Total 100% 20% 25% 20% 35% 

HSC Course Outcomes 

HM 12-01 analyses the health status of Australians at a national and international level 

HM 12-2 examines how technology and data can achieve better health for all Australians 

HM 12-03 evaluates how the Sustainable Development Goals can be used to improve the health of a community 

HM 12-04 investigates factors that impact movement and performance 

HM 12-05 analyses individual and group training programs to improve performance 

HM 12-06 analysis: critically analyses the relationships and implications of health and movement concepts 

HM 12-07 
communication: communicates health and movement concepts using modes appropriate to a range 

of audiences and contexts 

HM 12-08 
creative thinking: generates and assesses new ideas that are meaningful and relevant to health and 

movement contexts 

HM 12-09 problem-solving: proposes and evaluates solutions to complex health and movement issues 

HM 12-10 
research: analyses a range of sources to make conclusions and judgements about health and 

movement concepts 
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Legal Studies 
 

Assessment Approach and Requirements 

Assessment Types will reflect the course components and weightings prescribed by NESA in the Syllabus and support 

documentation. 

Assessment Schedule 

Course 

Components 

Syllabus 

Weighting 
Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 

Date  
Term 4 (2025) 

Week 8 

Term 1 

Week 8 

Term 2 

Week 9 

Term 3 

Weeks 2-4 

Type of Task 

(In class / 

Submission) 

 
Topic test: Human 

Rights Task 

Half Yearly 

Examination 

Submission: 

Research Essay 

Trial HSC 

Examination 

Module  
Core Part II: 

Human Rights 

Human Rights 

Option 1 
Core Part I: Crime 

Core Part I, Core 

Part II, & Options 

Outcomes 

Assessed 
 H1, H4, H5, H8, H3, H6, H7, H9 H2, H4, H5, H10 H1, H4, H6, H9 

Knowledge and 

understanding of 

course content 

40% 10 10 10 10 

Analysis and 

Evaluation 
20%  5 5 10 

Inquiry and 

Research 
20% 5 5 10  

Communication 

of legal 

Information, 

issues and ideas 

in appropriate 

forms 

20% 5 5  10 

Total 100% 20% 25% 25% 30% 

HSC Course Outcomes 

H1 identifies and applies legal concepts and terminology  

H2 describes and explains key features of and the relationship between Australian and international law 

H3 analyses the operation of domestic and international legal systems  

H4 evaluates the effectiveness of the legal system in addressing issues 

H5 
explains the role of law in encouraging cooperation and resolving conflict, as well as initiating and 

responding to change 

H6 assesses the nature of the interrelationship between the legal system and society  

H7 evaluates the effectiveness of the law in achieving justice 

H8 
locates, selects, organises, synthesises and analyses legal information from a variety of sources 

including legislation, cases, media, international instruments and documents 

H9 communicates legal information using well-structured and logical responses   

H10 analyses differing perspectives and interpretations of legal information and issues. 
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Mathematics Advanced 
 

Assessment Approach and requirements 

There will be FOUR different forms of assessment: In Class Test, Half Yearly Examination, Question Bank and the Trial HSC 

Examination 

● Term 4: In Class Test – students will sit an in class test covering topics from Term 4 

● Term 1: Half Yearly Examination – Formal examination covering topics from Term 4 and 1 and Year 11 Preliminary 

content under silent conditions in the examination rooms. 

● Term 2: Question Bank − Students will be given a mix of questions from past HSC and Trial examinations to complete at 

home and sit an in class test including a percentage of these questions.  

● Term 3: HSC Trial Examination – Formal examination under silent conditions in the examination rooms 

Assessment Schedule  

Course 

Components 

Syllabus 

Weighting 
Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 

Date  Term 4 (2025) 

Week 7 

Term 1 

Week 8 

Term 2 

Week 8 

Term 3 

Weeks 2-4 

Type of task 

(In class / 

Submission) 

 In class: 

Topic Test 

Half Yearly 

Examination 

In class: 

Question Bank 

Trial HSC 

Examination 

Topics  

Trigonometric 

Functions 

Transformation of 

Functions 

Calculus 

Trig Functions, 

Transformation of 

Functions, 

Differentiation/ 

Applications of 

Differentiation, 

Integration and all 

Preliminary 

content 

Drawn from all 

content, 

Preliminary and 

HSC 

All Preliminary & 

HSC Topics 

Outcomes  MA12-3,12-5,12-9, 

12-10 

MA11-1 to MA11-9, 

MA12-1,12-3, 

12-6,12-7 

MA11-1 to MA11-9, 

MA12-1 to 12-10 

MA11-1 to MA11-9, 

MA12-1 to 12-10 

Understanding, 

Fluency and 

Communicating 

50% 10 12.5 12.5 15 

Problem Solving, 

Reasoning and 

Justification 

50% 10 12.5 12.5 15 

Total 100% 20% 25% 25% 30% 

Preliminary Course Outcomes: 

MA11-1 
uses algebraic and graphical techniques to solve, and where appropriate, compare alternative 

solutions to problems 

MA11-2 uses the concepts of functions and relations to model, analyse and solve practical problems 

MA11-3 
uses the concepts and techniques of trigonometry in the solution of equations and problems involving 

geometric shapes 

MA11-4 
uses the concepts and techniques of periodic functions in the solutions of trigonometric equations or 

proof of trigonometric identities 

MA11-5 
interprets the meaning of the derivative, determines the derivative of functions and applies these to 

solve simple practical problems 

MA11-6 
manipulates and solves expressions using the logarithmic and index laws, and uses logarithms and 

exponential functions to solve practical problems 

MA11-7 
uses concepts and techniques from probability to present and interpret data and solve problems in a 

variety of contexts, including the use of probability distributions 

MA11-8 
uses appropriate technology to investigate, organise, model and interpret information in a range of 

contexts 

MA11-9 provides reasoning to support conclusions which are appropriate to the context 



 

HSC Assessment Handbook 2025/2026 Page 33 

HSC Course Outcomes 

MA12-1 
uses detailed algebraic and graphical techniques to critically construct, model and evaluate arguments 

in a range of familiar and unfamiliar contexts 

MA12-2 
models and solves problems and makes informed decisions about financial situations using 

mathematical reasoning and techniques 

MA12-3 applies calculus techniques to model and solve problems 

MA12-4 
applies the concepts and techniques of arithmetic and geometric sequences and series in the solution 

of problems 

MA12-5 
applies the concepts and techniques of periodic functions in the solution of problems involving 

trigonometric graphs 

MA12-6 applies appropriate differentiation methods to solve problems 

MA12-7 applies the concepts and techniques of indefinite and definite integrals in the solution of problems 

MA12-8 solves problems using appropriate statistical processes 

MA12-9 
chooses and uses appropriate technology effectively in a range of contexts, models and applies critical 

thinking to recognise appropriate times for such use 

MA12-10 
constructs arguments to prove and justify results and provides reasoning to support conclusions 

which are appropriate to the context 
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Mathematics Extension 1 
 

Assessment Approach and Requirements 

There will be FOUR different forms of assessment: In Class Test, Half Yearly Examination, Question Bank and the Trial HSC 

Examination 

● Term 4: In Class Test – students will sit an in class test covering topics from Term 4 

● Term 1: Half Yearly Examination – Formal examination covering topics from Term 4 and 1 and Year 11 Preliminary 

content under silent conditions in the examination rooms. 

● Term 2: Question Bank − Students will be given a mix of questions from past HSC and Trial examinations to complete at 

home and sit an in class test including a percentage of these questions.  

● Term 3: HSC Trial Examination – Formal examination under silent conditions in the examination rooms 

Assessment Schedule 

Course 

Components 

Syllabus 

Weighting 
Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 

Date  Term 4 (2025) 

Week 8 

Term 1  

Week 8 

Term 2 

Week 10 

Term 3 

Weeks 2-4 

Type of Task 

(In 

class/Submission) 

 In Class: Topic Test 
Half Yearly 

Examination 

In class: Question 

Bank 

Trial HSC 

Examination 

Topics  
Mathematical 

Induction 

Trig Functions 

Mathematical 

Induction 

Trig Functions 

Vectors 

Further Calculus 

and all Preliminary 

content 

Drawn from all  

Preliminary and 

HSC 

All Preliminary & 

HSC Topics 

Outcomes  ME12-1, ME12-3, 

ME12-7 

ME11-1 to ME11-7, 

ME12-1 to ME12-3, 

ME12-7 

ME11-1 to ME11-7, 

ME12-1 to ME12-7 

ME 11-1 to ME11-7, 

ME12-1 to ME12-7 

Understanding, 

Fluency and 

Communicating 

50% 10 12.5 12.5 15 

Problem Solving, 

Reasoning and 

Justification 

50% 10 12.5 12.5 15 

Total 100% 20% 25% 25% 30% 

Preliminary Course Outcomes: 

ME11-1 
uses algebraic and graphical concepts in the modelling and solving of problems involving functions 

and their inverses 

ME11-2 manipulates algebraic expressions and graphical functions to solve problems 

ME11-3 
applies concepts and techniques of inverse trigonometric functions and simplifying expressions 

involving compound angles in the solution of problems 

ME11-4 
applies understanding of the concept of a derivative in the solution of problems, including rates of 

change, exponential growth and decay and related rates of change 

ME11-5 uses concepts of permutations and combinations to solve problems involving counting or ordering 

ME11-6 
uses appropriate technology to investigate, organise and interpret information to solve problems in 

a range of contexts 

ME11-7 
communicates making comprehensive use of mathematical language, notation, diagrams and 

graphs 
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HSC Course Outcomes 

ME12-1 applies techniques involving proof or calculus to model and solve problems 

ME12-2 applies concepts and techniques involving vectors and projectiles to solve problems 

ME12-3 
applies advanced concepts and techniques in simplifying expressions involving compound angles 

and solving trigonometric equations 

ME12-4 
uses calculus in the solution of applied problems, including differential equations and volumes of 

solids of revolution 

ME12-5 applies appropriate statistical processes to present, analyse and interpret data 

ME12-6 chooses and uses appropriate technology to solve problems in a range of contexts 

ME12-7 
evaluates and justifies conclusions, communicating a position clearly in appropriate mathematical 

forms 
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Mathematics Extension 2 
 

Assessment Approach and Requirements 

There will be FOUR different forms of assessment: In Class Test, Half Yearly Examination, Question Bank and the Trial HSC 

Examination 

● Term 4: In Class Test – students will sit an in class test covering topics from Term 4 

● Term 1: Half Yearly Examination – Formal examination covering topics from Term 4 and 1 and Year 11 Preliminary 

content under silent conditions in the examination rooms. 

● Term 2: Question Bank − Students will be given a mix of questions from past HSC and Trial examinations to complete at 

home and sit an in class test including a percentage of these questions.  

● Term 3: HSC Trial Examination – Formal examination under silent conditions in the examination rooms 

Assessment Schedule  

Course 

Components 

Syllabus 

Weighting 
Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 

Date  Term 4 (2025) 

Week 9 

Term 1  

Week 8 

Term 2 

Week 11 

Term 3 

Weeks 2-4 

Type of Task 

(In class / 

Submission) 

 In Class: 

Topic Test 

Half Yearly 

Examination 

In class: 

Question Bank 

Trial HSC 

Examination 

Topics  Complex Numbers 
Complex Numbers, 

Proof, Vectors 

Complex Numbers, 

Proof, Vectors, 

Integration 

All Preliminary & 

HSC Topics 

Outcomes  MEX12-1, 4, 7, 8 MEX12-1,2,3,4 7, 8 
MEX12-1 to  

MEX12-5, 7, 8 

MEX12-1 to MEX12-

8 

Understanding, 

Fluency and 

Communicating 

50% 10 12.5 12.5 15 

Problem Solving, 

Reasoning and 

Justification 

50% 10 12.5 12.5 15 

TOTAL 100% 20% 25% 25% 30% 

HSC Course Outcomes 

MEX12-1 
understands and uses different representations of numbers and functions to model, prove results 

and find solutions to problems in a variety of contexts 

MEX12-2 
chooses appropriate strategies to construct arguments and proofs in both practical and abstract 

settings 

MEX12-3 uses vectors to model and solve problems in two and three dimensions 

MEX12-4 
uses the relationship between algebraic and geometric representations of complex numbers and 

complex number techniques to prove results, model and solve problems 

MEX12-5 applies techniques of integration to structured and unstructured problems 

MEX12-6 uses mechanics to model and solve practical problems 

MEX12-7 
applies various mathematical techniques and concepts to model and solve structured, unstructured 

and multi-step problems 

MEX12-8 
communicates and justifies abstract ideas and relationships using appropriate language, notation and 

logical argument 
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Year 12 Mathematics Numeracy 
 

Assessment Approach and Requirements 

There will be FOUR assessment tasks:   

● Task 1: Project 

● Task 2: Project 

● Task 3: Project  

● Task 4: Project 

Assessment Schedule 

Course 

Components 

Syllabus 

Weighting 
Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 

Date  
Term 4 (2025) 

Week 7 

Term 1 

Week 9 

Term 2 

Week 8 

Term 3 

Week 3 

Type of Task  Project Project Project Project 

Outcomes 

Assessed 
 

N6-1.1,2,3 

N6-1.1,2,4,5 

N6-3.1,2 

N6-1.1,2,3 

N6-2.2,5 

N6-3.1,2 

N6-1.1,2,3 

N6-2.1,3 

N6-3.1,2 

N6-1.1,2,3 

N6-2.1,2,3,4,5,6 

N6-3.1,2 

Knowledge and 

Understanding 
50% 10% 10% 15% 15% 

Skills 50% 10% 10% 15% 15% 

Total 100% 20% 20% 30% 30% 

HSC Course Outcomes 

N6-1.1 
recognises and applies functional numeracy concepts in practical situations, including personal and 

community, workplace and employment, and education and training contexts 

N6-1.2 
applies numerical reasoning and mathematical thinking to clarify, efficiently solve and communicate 

solutions to problems 

N6-1.3 
determines whether an estimate or an answer is reasonable in the context of a problem, evaluates 

results and communicates conclusions 

N6-2.1 
chooses and applies appropriate operations with whole numbers, familiar fractions and decimals, 

percentages, rates and ratios to analyse and solve everyday problems 

N6-2.2 
chooses and applies efficient strategies to analyse and solve everyday problems involving metric 

relationships, distance and length, area, volume, time, mass, capacity and temperature 

N6-2.3 
chooses and applies efficient strategies to analyse and solve everyday problems involving data, 

graphs, tables, statistics and probability 

N6-2.4 
chooses and applies efficient strategies to analyse and solve everyday problems involving money and 

finance 

N6-2.5 
chooses and applies efficient strategies to analyse and solve everyday problems involving location, 

space and design 

N6-2.6 
chooses and applies appropriate numeracy operations and techniques to analyse and resolve 

everyday situations 

N6-3.1 
chooses and uses appropriate technology to access, organise and interpret information in a range of 

practical personal and community, workplace and employment, and education and training contexts 

N6-3.2 
chooses and uses appropriate technology to analyse and solve problems, represent information and 

communicate solutions in a range of practical contexts 
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Mathematics Standard 1  
 

Assessment Approach and Requirements 

There will be FOUR different forms of assessment: In Class Test, Half Yearly Examination, Question Bank and the Trial HSC 

Examination 

● Term 4: In Class Test – students will sit an in class test covering topics from Term 4 

● Term 1: Half Yearly Examination – Formal examination covering topics from Term 4 and 1 and Year 11 Preliminary 

content under silent conditions in the examination rooms. 

● Term 2: Question Bank − Students will be given a mix of questions from past HSC and Trial examinations to complete at 

home and sit an in class test including a percentage of these questions.  

● Term 3: HSC Trial Examination – Formal examination under silent conditions in the examination rooms 

Assessment Schedule 

Course 

Components 

Syllabus 

Weighting 
Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 

Date  Term 4 (2025) 

Week 7 

Term 1 

Week 8 

Term 2 

Week 8 

Term 3 

Weeks 2-4 

Type of task 

(In class / 

Submission) 

 In class: 

Topic Test 

Half Yearly 

Examination 

In Class: 

Question Bank 

Trial HSC 

Examination 

Topics  Rates & Ratios, 

Network Concepts 

Rates & Ratios, 

Network Concepts 

Bivariate Data, 

Investments, 

Trigonometry and 

all Preliminary 

content 

Drawn from all  

Preliminary and 

HSC 

All Preliminary & 

HSC Topics 

Outcomes  
MS1-12-3, MS1-12-

4, MS1-12-8, MS1-

12-9 

MS11-1 to MS11-9 

MS1-12-2 to MS1-

12-10 

MS11-1 to MS11-9 

MS1-12-1 to  

MS1-12-10 

MS11-1 to MS11-9 

MS1-12-1 to  

MS1-12-10 

Understanding, 

Fluency and 

Communicating 

50% 10 12.5 12.5 15 

Problem Solving, 

Reasoning and 

Justification 

50% 10 12.5 12.5 15 

Total 100% 20% 25% 25% 30% 

Preliminary Course Outcomes 

MS11-1 uses algebraic and graphical techniques to compare alternative solutions to contextual problems 

MS11-2 represents information in symbolic, graphical and tabular form 

MS11-3 solves problems involving quantity measurement, including accuracy and the choice of relevant units 

MS11-4 performs calculations in relation to two-dimensional figures 

MS11-5 models relevant financial situations using appropriate tools 

MS11-6 makes predictions about everyday situations based on simple mathematical models  

MS11-7 develops and carries out simple statistical processes to answer questions posed 

MS11-8 solves probability problems involving multistage events 

MS11-9 uses appropriate technology to investigate, organise and interpret information in a range of contexts 
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HSC Course Outcomes 

MS1-12-1 
uses algebraic and graphical techniques to evaluate and construct arguments in a range of familiar 

and unfamiliar contexts 

MS1-12-2 analyses representations of data in order to make predictions and draw conclusions 

MS1-12-3 
interprets the results of measurements and calculations and makes judgements about their 

reasonableness 

MS1-12-4 analyses simple two-dimensional and three-dimensional models to solve practical problems 

MS1-12-5 makes informed decisions about financial situations likely to be encountered post-school 

MS1-12-6 represents the relationships between changing quantities in algebraic and graphical forms 

MS1-12-7 solves problems requiring statistical processes 

MS1-12-8 applies network techniques to solve network problem 

MS1-12-9 chooses and uses appropriate technology effectively and recognises appropriate times for such use 

MS1-12-10 
uses mathematical argument and reasoning to evaluate conclusions, communicating a position clearly 

to others 
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Mathematics Standard 2 
 

Assessment Approach and Requirements 

There will be FOUR different forms of assessment: In Class Test, Half Yearly Examination, Question Bank and the Trial HSC 

Examination 

● Term 4: In Class Test – students will sit an in class test covering topics from Term 4 

● Term 1: Half Yearly Examination – Formal examination covering topics from Term 4 and 1 and Year 11 Preliminary 

content under silent conditions in the examination rooms. 

● Term 2: Question Bank − Students will be given a mix of questions from past HSC and Trial examinations to complete at 

home and sit an in class test including a percentage of these questions.  

● Term 3: HSC Trial Examination – Formal examination under silent conditions in the examination rooms 

Assessment Schedule 

Course 

Components 

Syllabus 

Weighting 
Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 

Date  Term 4 (2025) 

Week 7 

Term 1 

Week 8 

Term 2 

Week 8 

Term 3 

Weeks 2-4 

Type of Task 

(In class / 

Submission) 

 In class: 

Topic Test 

Half Yearly 

Examination 

In class: 

Question Bank 

Trial HSC 

Examination 

Topics  Rates & Ratios, 

Network Concepts 

Rates & Ratios, 

Network Concepts 

Bivariate Data, 

Investments, 

Trigonometry and 

all Preliminary 

content 

Drawn from all 

content, 

Preliminary and 

HSC 

All Preliminary & 

HSC Topics 

Outcomes  
MS2-12-3, MS2-12-

4, MS2-12-8, MS2-

12-9 

MS11-1 to MS11-10 

MS2-12-2 to MS2-

12-10 

MS11-1 to MS11-10 

MS2-12-1 to  

MS2-12-10 

MS11-1 to MS11-10 

MS2-12-1 to  

MS2-12-10 

Understanding, 

Fluency and 

Communicating 

50% 10 12.5 12.5 15 

Problem Solving, 

Reasoning & 

Justification 

50% 10 12.5 12.5 15 

Total 100% 20% 25% 25% 30% 

Preliminary Course Outcomes 

MS11-1 uses algebraic and graphical techniques to compare alternative solutions to contextual problems 

MS11-2 represents information in symbolic, graphical and tabular form 

MS11-3 solves problems involving quantity measurement, including accuracy and the choice of relevant units 

MS11-4 performs calculations in relation to two-dimensional figures 

MS11-5 models relevant financial situations using appropriate tools 

MS11-6 makes predictions about everyday situations based on simple mathematical models  

MS11-7 develops and carries out simple statistical processes to answer questions posed 

MS11-8 solves probability problems involving multistage events 

MS11-9 uses appropriate technology to investigate, organise and interpret information in a range of contexts 

MS11-10 uses algebraic and graphical techniques to compare alternative solutions to contextual problems 
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HSC Course Outcomes 

MS2-12-1 
uses detailed algebraic and graphical techniques to critically evaluate and construct arguments in a 

range of familiar and unfamiliar contexts 

MS2-12-2 analyses representations of data in order to make inferences, predictions and draw conclusions 

MS2-12-3 
interprets the results of measurements and calculations and makes judgements about their 

reasonableness, including the degree of accuracy and the conversion of units where appropriate 

MS2-12-4 analyses two-dimensional and three-dimensions models to solve practical problems 

MS2-12-5 makes informed decisions about financial situations, including annuities and loan repayments 

MS2-12-6 
solves problems by representing the relationships between changing quantities in algebraic and 

graphical forms 

MS2-12-7 
solves problems requiring statistical processes, including the use of the normal distribution and the 

correlation of bivariate data 

MS2-12-8 solves problems using networks to model decision-making in practical problems 

MS2-12-9 
chooses and uses appropriate technology effectively in a range of contexts, applies critical thinking to 

recognise appropriate times and methods for such use  

MS2-12-10 
uses mathematical argument and reasoning to evaluate conclusions, communicating a position clearly 

to others and justifying a response 
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Modern History 
 

Assessment Approach and Requirements 

Students will demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the course content through inquiry and research tasks and will 

demonstrate their overall learning through the Trial HSC Examination. They will develop source-based skills and 

communicate their historical understanding using appropriate historical terms, concepts and written forms. 

Assessment Schedule 

Course 

Components 

Syllabus 

Weighting 
Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 

Date  
Term 4 (2025) 

Week 6 

Term 1 

Week 8 

Term 2 

Week 8 

Term 3 

Weeks 2-4 

Type of Task 

(In class / 

Submission) 

 

In class + 

Submission: 

Source Task  

Half Yearly 

Examination 

In class: 

Historical Analysis 

Trial HSC 

Examination 

Module  
Core: Power and 

Authority 

National Study: 

Japan and Core 

Peace and Conflict: 

Pacific 
Core & Options 

Outcomes 

Assessed 
 

MH12-2, MH12-3,  

MH12-6 

MH12-4, MH12-5, 

MH12-9 

MH12-1, MH12-6, 

MH12-7, MH12-8 

MH12-1 – 

MH12-9 

Knowledge and 

understanding of 

course content 

40% 10 5 5 20 

Historical skills in 

the analysis and 

evaluation of 

sources and 

interpretations 

20% 10  10  

Historical inquiry 

and research 
20%  10 10  

Communication 

of historical 

understanding in 

appropriate 

forms 

20%  10  10 

Total 100% 20% 25% 25% 30% 

HSC Course Outcomes 

MH12-1 accounts for the nature of continuity and change in the modern world   

MH12-2 proposes arguments about the varying causes and effects of events and developments  

MH12-3 evaluates the role of historical features, individuals, groups and ideas in shaping the past  

MH12-4 analyses the different perspectives of individuals and groups in their historical context  

MH12-5 
assesses the significance of historical features, people, ideas, movements, events and developments 

of the modern world 

MH12-6 
analyses and interprets different types of sources for evidence to support an historical account or 

argument   

MH12-7 discusses and evaluates differing interpretations and representations of the past  

MH12-8 
plans and conducts historical investigations and presents reasoned conclusions, using relevant 

evidence from a range of sources  

MH12-9 
communicates historical understanding, using historical knowledge, concepts and terms, in 

appropriate and well-structured forms 
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Music 1 
 

Assessment Approach and Requirements 

Students will develop knowledge, understanding and skills in the concepts of music through Performing, Composing, 

Musicology and Aural. 

Assessment Schedule 

Course 

Components 

Syllabus 

Weighting 
Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 Task 5 

Date  
Term 4 (2025) 

Week 8 

Term 1 

Week 8 

Term 2 

Week 9 

Term 3 

Weeks 2-4 

Term 3 

Week 4 

Type of Task 

(In class / 

Submission) 

 

In Class: 

Musicology 

Core / 

Performance 

Core 

Half Yearly 

Examination: 

Aural / 

Elective 1 

Performance 

In Class + 

Submission: 

Composition 

Core / Elective 

2 

Trial HSC 

Examination 

Aural 

Soiree 

Elective 3 

Module  

Music of the 

20th 21st 

Centuries 

An Instrument 

and its 

Repertoire 

Free Choice 
Topic based on 3rd elective 

choice 

Outcomes 

Assessed 
 H1, H2, H5, H6 H4, H10 

H1, H3, H6,  

H7, H8 
H4, H10, H11 H1, H9 

Performance 

(Core) 
10% 10     

Composition 

(Core) 
10%   10   

Musicology 

(Core) 
10% 10     

Aural (Core) 25%  10  15  

Elective 1 15%  15    

Elective 2 15%   15   

Elective 3 15%     15 

Total 100% 20% 25% 25% 15% 15% 

HSC Course Outcomes 

H1 
performs stylistically, music that is characteristic of topics studied, both as a soloist and as a member 

of an ensemble 

H2 
reads, interprets, discusses and analyses simple musical scores that are characteristic of the topics 

studied 

H3 
improvises and composes music using the range of concepts for familiar sound sources reflecting the 

cultural and historical contexts studied 

H4 
articulates an aural understanding of musical concepts and their relationships in a wide variety of 

musical styles 

H5 critically evaluates and discusses performances and compositions  

H6 
critically evaluates and discusses the use of the concepts of music in works representative of the 

topics studied and through wide listening 

H7 
understands the capabilities of performing media, incorporates technologies into composition and 

performance as appropriate to the topics studied 

H8 identifies, recognises, experiments with, and discusses the use and effects of technology in music 

H9 performs as a means of self- expression and communication 

H10 
demonstrates a willingness to participate in performance, composition, musicology and aural 

activities 

H11 demonstrates a willingness to accept and use constructive criticism 
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Photography, Video and Digital Imaging 
 

Assessment Approach and Requirements  

Assessment in the HSC Year of study comprises 50% Artmaking & 50% Art History & Criticism. Students are assessed across a 

variety of methods to cover the development of the BOW and their knowledge & understanding of Artist Practice.  

Assessment Schedule  

Course 

Components 

Syllabus 

Weighting 
Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 

Date  Term 4 (2025) 

Week 8/9 

Term 1 

Week 9 

Term 3 

Week 2-4 

Term 3 

Week 4 

Type of Task  
Submission: 

Appropriation of 

Hockney 

Submission: 

Film 

HSC Trial 

Examination 20% 

Submission: 

Individual Project 

Syllabus Module  The Arranged Image 

Traditions, 

Conventions, Styles 

and Genres 

 Individual Project 

Outcomes 

Assessed 
 

PVDI-M2, 

PVDI-M3, 

PVDI-M5 

PVDI-M1, 

PVDI-M2, 

PVDI-M4, 

PVDI-M5 

PVDI-CH1, 

PVDI-CH2, 

PVDI-CH3, 

PVDI-CH4, 

PVDI-CH5 

PVDI-M1, 

PVDI-M4, 

PVDI-M5, 

PVDI-CH2, 

PVDI-CH4 

Making 70% 20 20  30 

Critical and 

Historical Studies 
30%   20 10 

Total 100% 20% 20% 20% 40% 

HSC Course Outcomes  

PVDI-M1 
generates a characteristic style that is increasingly self-reflective in their photographic and/or video 

and/or digital practice. 

PVDI-M2 
explores concepts of artist/photographer, still and moving works, interpretations of the world and 

audience response, in their making of still and/or moving works. 

PVDI-M3 
investigates different points of view in the making of photographs and/or videos and/or digital 

images. 

PVDI-M4 
generates images and ideas as representations/simulations in the making of photographs and/or 

videos and/or digital. 

PVDI-M5 
develops different techniques suited to artistic intentions in the making of photographs and/or videos 

and/or digital images. 

PVDI-M6 
takes into account issues of Work Health and Safety in the making of photographs and/or videos 

and/or digital works. 

PVDI-CH1 
generates in their critical and historical practice ways to interpret and explain photography and/or 

video and/or digital imaging. 

PVDI-CH2 
investigates the roles and relationships among the concepts of artist, work, world and audience in 

critical and historical investigations. 

PVDI-CH3 
distinguishes between different points of view and offers interpretive accounts in critical and historical 

studies. 

PVDI-CH4 
explores ways in which histories, narratives and other accounts can be built to explain practices and 

interests in the fields of photography and/or video and/or digital imaging. 

PVDI-CH5 
recognises how photography and/or video and/or digital imaging are used in various fields of cultural 

production. 
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Physics 
 

Assessment Approach and requirements 

All three tasks will assess knowledge and skills requirements of the course. Students will also conduct a depth study that 

allows the further development of concepts covered in Module 8, From the universe to the atom.  

Assessment Schedule 

Course 

Components 

Syllabus 

Weighting 
Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 

Date  
Term 4 (2025) 

Week 7 

Term 1 

Week 8 

Term 2 

Week 6 

Term 3 

Weeks 2-4 

Type of Task 

(In class / 

Submission) 

 
In Class:  

Practical Task 

Half Yearly 

Examination 

Submission + 

In class: 

Depth Study 

Trial HSC 

Examination 

Module  
Advanced 

Mechanics 

Advanced 

Mechanics 

Electromagnetism 

Topic of Choice All Modules 

Outcomes 

Assessed 
 

PH12-1, PH12-2, 

PH12-3, PH12-4, 

PH12-5, PH12-12 

PH12-6, PH12-7, 

PH12-12, PH12-13 

PH12-1, PH12-2, 

PH12-3, PH12-4, 

PH12-5, PH12-6, 

PH12-7, and ONE 

of PH12-12, PH12-

13, PH12-14,  

PH12-15 

PH12-5, PH12-6, 

PH12-7, PH12-12, 

PH12-13, 

PH12-14, 

PH12-15 

Knowledge and 

understanding 
40% 10 10 10 10 

Skills in working 

scientifically 
60% 10 20 10 20 

Total 100% 20% 30% 20% 30% 

HSC Course Outcomes 

PH12-1 develops and evaluates questions and hypotheses for scientific investigation 

PH12-2 designs and evaluates investigations in order to obtain primary and secondary data and information 

PH12-3 conducts investigations to collect valid and reliable primary and secondary data and information 

PH12-4 
selects and processes appropriate qualitative and quantitative data and information using a range of 

appropriate media 

PH12-5 analyses and evaluates primary and secondary data and information 

PH12-6 
solves scientific problems using primary and secondary data, critical thinking skills and scientific 

processes 

PH12-7 
communicates scientific understanding using suitable language and terminology for a specific 

audience or purpose 

PH12-12 
describes and analyses qualitatively and quantitatively circular motion and motion in a gravitational 

field, in particular, the projectile motion of particles 

PH12-13 
explains and analyses the electric and magnetic interactions due to charged particles and currents 

and evaluates their effect both qualitatively and quantitatively 

PH12-14 
describes and analyses evidence for the properties of light and evaluates the implications of this 

evidence for modern theories of physics in the contemporary world 

PH12-15 
explains and analyses the evidence supporting the relationship between astronomical events and the 

nucleosynthesis of atoms and relates these to the development of the current model of the atom 
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Science Extension 
 

Assessment Approach and requirements 

All three tasks will assess knowledge and skills requirements of the course. Tasks 1 and 2 will aid students in developing their 

major internal assessment task – the scientific research report.   

Assessment Schedule 

Course 

Components 

Syllabus 

Weighting 
Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 

Date  
Term 1 

Week 3 

Term 2 

Week 7 

Term 3 

Week 1 

Term 3 

Weeks 2-4 

Type of Task 

(In 

class/Submissio

n) 

 
Submission: 

Literature Review 

In-Class task: 

Data analysis 

Submission: 

Scientific Research 

Report 

Trial HSC 

Examination 

Module  Module 1 Module 3 All Modules All Modules 

Outcomes 

Assessed 
 

SE-1, SE-2, SE-3, SE-

6 

 

SE-4, SE-5, SE-6 

 

All Stage 6 

HSC Outcomes 

 

All Stage 6 

HSC Outcomes 

 

Communicating 

Scientifically 
30% 10 10 10 

Non-weighted 

Gathering, 

Recording, 

Analysing and 

Evaluating Data 

30% 10 10 10 

Application of 

Scientific 

Research Skills 

40% 10 10 20 

Total 100% 30% 30% 40% 

HSC Course Outcomes 

SE-1  refines and applies the Working Scientifically processes in relation to scientific research  

SE-2  
analyses historic and cultural observations, ethical considerations and philosophical arguments 

involved in the development of scientific knowledge and scientific methods of inquiry  

SE-3  
interrogates relevant and valid peer-reviewed scientific research to develop a scientific research 

question, hypothesis, proposal and plan  

SE-4  
uses statistical applications, mathematical processes and/or modelling to gather, process, analyse and 

represent reliable and valid datasets  

SE-5  
analyses and applies the processes used in reliable and valid scientific research to solve complex 

scientific problems and inform further research  

SE-6  
analyses and reports on a contemporary issue or an application of science informed by either primary 

or secondary-sourced data, or both, in relation to relevant publicly available data sets  

SE-7  
communicates analysis of an argument or conclusion incorporating appropriate scientific language 

and referencing techniques in a scientific report  
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Society and Culture 
 

Assessment Approach and Requirements 

Students will partake in a range of assessment tasks designed to assist them in the engagement and growth of their social 

and cultural literacy. Tasks will require students to address both topic specific content as well as social and cultural concepts 

and research methods. These tasks will be designed to assist and extend them regarding their Personal Interest Projects (PIP) 

and final HSC examination. 

Assessment Schedule 

Course 

Components 

Syllabus 

Weighting 
Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 

Date  
Term 1 

Week 4 

Term 1 

Week 8 

Term 2 

Week 5 

Term 3 

Weeks 2-4 

Type of Task 

(In class / 

Submission) 

 

Viva Voce: PIP 

Progress 

Presentation 

Half Yearly 

Examination 
In Class: Topic Test 

Trial HSC 

Examination 

Unit  
HSC Core: Personal 

Interest Project 

HSC Core: 

Continuity and 

Change 

Depth Study: 

Popular Culture 
All HSC Units 

Outcomes 

Assessed 
 

H1, H4, H6,  

H8, H9, H10 
H1, H3, H5, H9 

H3, H4, H7,  

H6, H10 
H1, H2, H3, H5, H9 

Knowledge and 

Understanding of 

Course Content 

50% 5 15 15 15 

Application and 

Evaluation of 

Social and 

Cultural 

Research 

Methods 

30% 10 5 5 10 

Communication 

of information, 

ideas and issues 

in appropriate 

forms 

20% 5 5 5 5 

Total 100% 20% 25% 25% 30% 

HSC Course Outcomes 

H1 evaluates and effectively applies social and cultural concepts 

H2 explains the development of personal, social and cultural identity 

H3 analyses relationships and interactions within and between social and cultural groups 

H4 
assesses the interaction of personal experience and public knowledge in the development of social 

and cultural literacy 

H5 analyses continuity and change and their influence on personal and social futures 

H6 evaluates social and cultural research methods for appropriateness to specific research tasks  

H7 
selects, organises, synthesises and analyses information from a variety of sources for usefulness, 

validity and bias 

H8 
uses planning and review strategies to conduct ethical social and cultural research that is appropriate 

for tasks ranging from the simple to the complex 

H9 applies complex course language and concepts appropriate for a range of audiences and contexts 

H10 
communicates complex information, ideas and issues using appropriate written, oral and graphic 

forms 
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Visual Arts 
 

Assessment Approach and Requirements 

Assessment in the HSC Year of study comprises 50% Artmaking & 50% Art History & Criticism. Students are assessed across a 

variety of methods to cover the development of the BOW and their knowledge & understanding of Artist Practice. 

Assessment Schedule 

Course 

Components 

Syllabus 

Weighting 
Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 

Date  
Term 1 

Week 3 

Term 2 

Week 2 

Term 3 

Weeks 2-4 

Term 3 

Week 4 

Type of Task 

(In class / 

Submission) 

 

Submission: 

Statement of Intent 

VAPD 

Goals 

In class: 

HSC Essay 

Question 

HSC Trial 

Examination 

Final Body of Work 

in Exhibition 

Topics Studied  

Case Study 1 & 2 

The Gallery and 

The Artist 

The Contemporary 

& Controversial 

Case Study 3 & 4 

Contemporary 

Asian Artists 

Artists with issues 

and eccentricities 

Unseen Plates and 

Student Choice in 

Case Study 

Student Choice 

Outcomes 

Assessed 
 H1, H2, H3, H4 H7, H8, H9 H7, H8, H9, H10 H5, H6 

Artmaking 50% 10   40 

Art History & Art 

Criticism 
50% 15 15 20  

Total 100% 25% 15% 20% 40% 

HSC Course Outcomes 

H1 
initiates and organises artmaking practice that is sustained, reflective and adapted to suit particular 

conditions 

H2 
applies their understanding of the relationship among the artist, artwork, world and audience through 

the making of a body of work 

H3 
demonstrates an understanding of the frames when working independently in the making of a body 

of work 

H4 selects and develops subject matter as representations in artmaking 

H5 
demonstrates conceptual strength in the production of a body of work that exhibits coherence and 

may be interpreted in a range of ways 

H6 
demonstrates technical accomplishment, refinement and sensitivity appropriate to the artistic 

intentions within a body of work 

H7 applies their understanding of practice in art criticism and art history 

H8 applies their understanding of the relationships among the artist, artwork, world and audience 

H9 
demonstrates an understanding of how the frames provide for different orientations to critical and 

historical investigations of art 

H10 
constructs a body of significant art histories, critical narratives and other documentary accounts of 

representation in the visual arts 
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VET Certificate II in Hospitality SIT20322 (Food & Beverage)
 

Training and Assessment Arrangements 

Students must demonstrate competence through the collection of a portfolio of evidence. Assessment of competence must be comprehensive with evidence collected over time in a range of hospitality 

tasks and/or settings. Appropriate assessments include Hospitality projects; observations; case studies; interviews, assessment reports and group work. 

SIT20322 Certificate II in Hospitality (Food & Beverage) DATE Evidence-Gathering Techniques 

Unit of competence 

* Denotes unit has a prerequisite 
A B C D E F G H I J K 

SITXWHS005 Participate in safe work practices 
Prelim T1 2025  

Week 6 
           

SITXFSA005 Use hygienic practices for food safety 
Prelim T1 2025  

Week 8 
           

SITHFAB024* 
Prepare and serve non-alcoholic beverages  

Prerequisite: SITXFSA005 & 3 years Industry experience HSC T4 2025  

Week 4 

           

SITXINV006* 
Receive, store and maintain stock 

Prerequisite: SITXFSA005 
           

SITHFAB025* 
Prepare and serve espresso coffee  

Prerequisite: SITXFSA005 & 3 years Industry experience 

HSC T4 2025  

Week 6 
           

SITXCCS011 Interact with customers  HSC T4 2025  

Week 7 

           

SITXCOM007 Show social and cultural sensitivity             

SITHFAB027* 
Serve food and beverage  

Prerequisite: SITXFSA005 & 3 years Industry experience 
HSC T1 2026  

Week 6 

           

BSBTWK201 Work effectively with others            

SITXFSA006 Participate in safe food handling practices            

 Half Yearly Exam 
HSC T1 2026  

Week 8 
           

SITHIND006 Source and use information on the hospitality industry 
HSC T2 2026  

Week 7 
           

SITHIND007 
Use hospitality skills effectively  

3 years Industry experience 

HSC T2 2026  

Week 11 
           

 Trial HSC Examination 
HSC T3 2026  

Weeks – 2-4 
           

KEY – types of assessment events: 

A Demonstration 

B Written test 

C Workplacement Activities 

D Scenario – problem solving 

E Role play 

F Portfolio 

G Self-assessment/reflection 

H Presentation using oral/digital media 

I  Observation of practical work 

J Practical Project 

K NWCC Examinations 
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Glossary 
 

Glossary of Key Assessment words as defined by the NSW NESA 

Account 
Account for: state reasons for, report on.  Give and account of: narrate a series of 

events or transactions. 

Analyse 
Identify components and the relationship between them: draw out and relate 

implications 

Apply Use, utilise, and employ in a particular situation 

Appreciate Make a judgement about the value of 

Assess Make a judgement of value, quality, outcomes, results or size 

Calculate Ascertain/determine from given facts, figures or information 

Clarify Make clear or plain 

Classify Arrange or include in classes/categories 

Compare Show how things are similar or different 

Construct Make; build; put together items or arguments 

Contrast Show how things are different or opposite 

Critically 

(analyse/evaluate) 

Add a degree or level of accuracy; depth, knowledge and understanding, logic, 

questioning, reflection and quality to (analysis/evaluation) 

Deduce Draw conclusions 

Define State meaning and identify essential qualities 

Demonstrate Show by example 

Describe Provide characteristics and features 

Discuss Identify issues and provide points for/or against 

Distinguish 
Recognise and note/indicate as being distinct or different from; to note differences 

between 

Evaluate Make a judgement based on criteria 

Examine Inquire into 

Explain 
Relate cause and effect; make the relationships between things evident; Provide why 

and/or how 

Extract Choose relevant and/or appropriate details 

Extrapolate Infer from what is known 

Identify Recognise and name 

Interpret Draw meaning from 

Investigate Plan, inquire into and draw conclusions about 

Justify Support an argument or conclusion 

Outline Sketch in general terms; indicate the main features of 

Predict Suggest what may happen based on available information 

Propose 
Put forward (for example a point of view, idea, argument, suggestion) for 

consideration of action 

Recall Present remembered ideas, facts or experiences 

Recommended Provide reasons in favour 

Recount Retell a series of events 

Summarise Express, concisely, the relevant details 

Synthesise Putting together various elements to make a whole 

All forms can be found on the College website (Parents Links > Letters, Notes, and Forms). 
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Year 12 Assessment Calendar 
 

Term 4, 2025 

Week Task 

1A 

 

 

 

2B 

 

 

 

3A 

 

 

 

4B 

 

 

 

5A 

 

 

 

6B 

 

 

 

7A 

 

 

 

8B 

 

 

 

9A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



 

HSC Assessment Handbook 2025/2026 Page 52 

Year 12 Assessment Calendar 
 

Term 1, 2026 

Week Task 

1A 

 

 

 

2B 

 

 

 

3A 

 

 

 

4B 

 

 

 

5A 

 

 

 

6B 

 

 

 

7A 

 

 

 

8B 

 

 

 

9A 

 

 

 

10B  
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Year 12 Assessment Calendar 
 

Term 2, 2026 

Week Task 

1A 

 

 

 

2B 

 

 

 

3A 

 

 

 

4B 

 

 

 

5A 

 

 

 

6B 

 

 

 

7A 

 

 

 

8B 

 

 

 

9A 

 

 

 

10B 
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Year 12 Assessment Calendar 
 

Term 3, 2026 

Week Task 

1A 

 

 

 

2B 

 

 

 

3A 

 

 

 

4B 

 

 

 

5A 

 

 

 

6B 

 

 

 

7A 

 

 

 

8B 

 

 

 

9A 
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