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Introduction 
The purpose of this guide is to inform students and parents commencing Year 7 about the subjects that 

will be covered at the beginning of their middle school experience. It includes a comprehensive list of all 

Australian Curriculum subjects that form the basis of our school’s curriculum offerings.  

Mt St Michael’s College designs curriculum programs that provide a variety of opportunities for students 

while catering to our individual schools’ contexts, resources, student pathways and community 

expectations. 

Middle Schooling Practices 

During the crucial formative years of adolescence (11–15 years), middle school pedagogy is designed to 

optimise learning opportunities. The approach ensures that all Year 7–9 students receive high-quality 

education, fostering successful lifelong learners who are confident, creative, active, and informed 

members of the community. This process aims to cultivate a sense of self-worth, self-awareness, and a 

strong personal identity. 

Inclusivity 

The MSM Middle Schooling philosophy aligns with adolescents' developmental and educational needs 

while embracing the tradition of the Sisters of Charity. It aims to nurture principled young women 

passionate about life, a commitment to justice, and the courage to live out the teachings of Jesus. Strong 

links between adolescent wellbeing and academic achievement are promoted through 

parental/caregiver and family involvement in the learning process, ensuring a safe and happy 

environment for high educational outcomes. 

Equity 

MSM provides the foundation for 21st-century skills in critical and creative thinking, problem-solving, and 

communicating, ensuring appropriate learning as students transition towards adulthood. MSM, following 

the mission of the Sisters of Charity, aims to develop students who interact well with others and engage 

in maintaining healthy and supportive relationships within the school and the wider community. Students 

are encouraged to seek opportunities to contribute to the betterment of others and to the stewardship of 

natural and social environments. Our graduates are encouraged to be women of: 

▪ conscience 

▪ compassion 

▪ commitment 

▪ competence 

▪ confidence 

Student-centred  

The learning opportunities provided will enable students to explore their individual creativity within a 

culture of excellence, encouraging them to strive for personal excellence in their educational outcomes. 

MSM offers opportunities for students to become discerning participants in their own learning process, 

critically evaluating their progress and seeking improvement whenever possible, while continuously being 

motivated to engage in this learning journey. Practices at the Year 7 level aim to facilitate the transition 

from junior school to middle school education, with the goal of developing independent and autonomous 

learners. 

The Australian Curriculum sets out the essential knowledge, understanding and skills students need to 

learn, and the quality of learning that is expected of the students as they progress through the first 11 

years of schooling. 

The Australian Curriculum is designed to prepare young people for the future world in which they will learn 

and prepares them to respond to the challenges that will continue to shape their world. It sets out the 
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priorities and aspirations we hold for all our young people. The curriculum represents what the Australian 

community values as the knowledge, understanding and skills that young people should attain. 

In 2027 students in Years 7 - 9 will be participating in courses that follow the Australian Curriculum 

framework produced by The Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) and 

developed by the Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority (QCAA) in:  

▪ English  

▪ Mathematics  

▪ Science  

▪ History  

▪ Geography  

▪ Civics & Citizenship 

▪ Health and Physical Education  

▪ The Arts  

▪ Design & Digital Technologies  

▪ Languages  

The Australian Curriculum pays explicit attention to how seven general capabilities and three cross-

curriculum priorities contribute to, and can be developed through, teaching in each learning area.  

The seven general capabilities are:  

▪ Literacy  

▪ Numeracy  

▪ Digital literacy 

▪ Critical and creative thinking  

▪ Ethical understanding  

▪ Personal and social capability  

▪ Intercultural understanding.  

 

The three cross-curriculum priorities are:  

▪ Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures  

▪ Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia  

▪ Sustainability.  

Further information about the Australian Curriculum can be found at 

https://v9.australiancurriculum.edu.au/  
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MSM middle syllabus subject offerings – Year 7 

 Subject 

 Religious Education Religious Education 

 English English 

 Mathematics Mathematics 

 Science Science 

 Humanities & Business Humanities 

 Health and Physical Education Health and Physical Education 

 Languages French 

Japanese 

 Technologies Digital Technology  

 The Arts Art 

Dance 

Drama 

Music 

 Supporting Subjects Positive Education 

Science of Learning 

Digital Literacy 

 Inclusive Learning Bridging Mathematics Program 
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Year 7 subjects 

Year 7 students study a total of six (6) core subjects, three (3) supporting subjects and will experience 

eight (8) electives through the year. 

Core subjects (6) 

Religious Education 

English 

Mathematics 

Science 

Humanities 

Health and Physical Education 

Supporting Subjects (3) 

Positive Education 

Science of Learning 

Digital Literacy 

Elective subjects (8) 

Subject 

Humanities & Business Economics & Business 

Languages French 

Japanese 

Technologies Digital Technology 

The Arts Art 

Dance 

Drama 

Music 

Inclusive Learning Bridging Mathematics Program (by invitation only) 
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Subject progression from Years 5 – 12 

  Years 5 & 6 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 & 12 

 Religious 

Education* 

Religious Education Religious Education Religious Education Religious Education Religious Education Study of Religion (G) 

Religion & Ethics (A) 

 English* English English English English English 

Accelerated Literature 
English (G) 

Literature (G) 

English & Literature Extension (G) 

Essential English (A) 

 Mathematics* Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics General Mathematics 

Mathematical Methods 

Essential Mathematics 

General Mathematics (G) 

Mathematical Methods (G) 

Specialist Mathematics (G) 

Essential Mathematics (A) 

 Science Science* Science* Science* Science* Life Science 

Physical Science 

Biology (G) 

Chemistry (G) 

Physics (G) 

Psychology (G) 

 Humanities & 

Business 

Humanities & Social 

Sciences* 

Humanities* 

Economics & Business 

 

Humanities* 

Economics & Business 

History* 

Geography 

Economics & Business 

Modern & Ancient History 

Geography 

Economics & Business 

Ancient History (G) 

Business (G) 

Economics (G)  

Geography (G) 

Modern History (G) 

Social & Community Studies (A) 

 Health & Physical 

Education 

Health & Physical 

Education* 

Health & Physical 

Education* 

Health & Physical 

Education* 

Health & Physical 

Education* 

Physical Education Physical Education (G) 

 Languages French  

Japanese 

French  

Japanese 

French  

Japanese 

French  

Japanese 

French  

Japanese 

French (G)  

Japanese (G) 

 Technologies  

Digital Technology 

 

 

Digital Technology 

 

Design Technology 

Digital Technology 

 

Design Technology  

Digital Technology 

 

Digital Technology 

Food Technology 

Digital Solutions (G) 

Hospitality Practices (A) 

 

 The Arts Art 

Dance 

Drama 

Music 

Art 

Dance 

Drama 

Music 

Art 

Dance 

Drama 

Music 

Art 

Dance 

Drama 

Music 

Art 

Dance 

Drama 

Music 

Visual Art (G) 

Dance (G) 

Drama (G) 

Music (G) 

Music Extension (G) 

 Inclusive Learning  Bridging Mathematics Bridging Mathematics    

 Vocational 

Education & 

Training (VET) 

    Cert II Sport & Recreation Cert IV Justice Studies 

Dip of Business 

TAFE at School Certificates 

* Core subjects 
           (G) General subject  

          (A) Applied subject
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How parents/caregivers can help at home 

To make informed and realistic decisions about the future, students need to consider the range of 

possibilities on offer and the sustainability of these choices to personal abilities, beliefs and aspirations.  

It is also important for students to recognise that success is the consequence of hard work, organisation, 

commitment and dedication. Be prepared for the inevitable failures and celebrate successes, regardless 

of how small they are. Accept that plans will not always work and when faced with difficulties a growth 

mindset is required to focus on the end goal. The student’s journey is not one they can travel alone.  

Parents/caregivers can work in partnership with the college in many ways:  

▪ acknowledge and support your daughter in using their strengths  

▪ access the parent lounge to obtain ongoing results in subject areas  

▪ contact the program leader – middle school for any questions regarding your daughter’s 

academic progress  

▪ conference with subject teachers  

▪ become familiar with college protocols as explained in the student diary  

▪ use the language of the habits of mind and positive education to support your daughter in 

functioning well at school  

▪ maintain interest in college life by reading the ‘spirit’ and having conversations with your daughter 

about key events at the college  

▪ attend year level information evenings  

▪ access assessment calendars and other important information in the Parent Lounge. 
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Core Subjects 

Religious Education                    

Religious Education engages students with an exploration of sacred texts as they investigate the nature 

of the Old and New Testaments as well as later Christian writings. Students learn about the beliefs of 

Christians and adherents of world religions through exploring key teachings related to revelation and 

human existence. The practices, history and self-understanding of the Church are also examined, along 

with questions of ethics underpinned by understandings of conscience, justice and prayer. 

Aims  

The Religious Education Curriculum in the Archdiocese of Brisbane aims to develop students: 

▪ religious literacy in light of the Catholic Christian tradition, so that they might participate critically 

and authentically in contemporary culture 

▪ capacities and skills of discerning, interpreting, thinking critically, seeking truth and making 

meaning  

Course organisation 

Unit Overview 

1 A good life: Students consider the Catholic Christian understanding of ‘a good life’ 

informed by accounts of the life of Jesus, the writings and work of Mary Aikenhead and 

the Sisters of Charity and decide how their personal gifts can be used for the common 

good at Mt St Michael’s. 

2 Linking faith to an ancient past: Students learn about the shared common beginnings 

of the monotheistic religions – Judaism, Christianity and Islam – as they build 

awareness of the Old Testament and how it is understood. 

3 The New Testament - promises fulfilled: Students engage with accounts of the earliest 

Church communities and investigate how they were influenced by ancient 

Mediterranean societies such as Greece, Rome and Egypt. The Creeds of the apostolic 

and ancient Churches as expressions of the Christian understanding of God are also 

examined. 

4 Faith alive: Students explore the Church’s liturgical year and seven sacraments as ways 

in which the Church supports the faith journey of believers. Students learn about the 

roles and responsibilities within the leadership structure of the Church and how these 

are exercised in parishes and dioceses. 

Assessment 

Unit Assessment 

2 Examination – short response 

3 Multimodal 

4 Examination – short response 
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English                     

The English curriculum helps students to engage imaginatively and critically with literature and appreciate 

its aesthetic qualities. They explore ideas and perspectives about human experience and cultural 

significance, interpersonal relationships, and ethical and global issues within real-world and fictional 

settings. Students are exposed to literature from a range of historical, cultural and social contexts. 

Through the study of texts, students develop an understanding of themselves and their place in the world. 

The English curriculum explores the richness of First Nations Australian voices and voices from wide-

ranging Australian and world literature. 

Aims 

The English curriculum aims to ensure that students:   

▪ learn to purposefully and proficiently read, view, listen to, speak, write, create and reflect on 

increasingly complex texts across a growing range of contexts  

▪ understand how Standard Australian English works in its spoken and written forms, and in 

combination with non-linguistic forms of communication, to create meaning  

▪ develop interest and skills in examining the aesthetic aspects of texts and develop an informed 

appreciation of literature  

▪ appreciate, enjoy, analyse, evaluate, adapt and use the richness and power of the English 

language in all its variations to evoke feelings, form ideas and facilitate interaction with others. 

Course organisation 

Unit Overview 

1 Stories to inspire: students read a range of short stories that inspire audiences with 

representation of personal growth and the development of positive relationships 

through adversity. They experiment with language features and literary devices 

encountered in texts to create their own inspiring story.  

2 Gen Alpha teens speak out: students examine a range of media texts exploring 

representation of people, events and issues of significance to young people then 

participate in the public dialogue by contributing online comments on the selected 

issue. 

3 Dear diary: after a close study of the novel Can You See Me? by Libby Scott and 

Rebecca Westcott, students view a range of book reviews, reading and listening to 

others’ opinions. They create their own evaluative book vlog discussing the novel’s 

aesthetic and social value. 

4 Poetry and identity: students explore the role of poetry in expressing and creating 

personal and social identities. They identify and explain how literary devices create 

layers of meaning in selected poetry. 

Assessment 

Unit Assessment 

1 Extended response – written imaginative 

2 Extended response – written persuasive  

3 Extended response – multimodal 

4 Examination – extended response 
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Mathematics                 

Mathematics provides students with essential mathematical knowledge, skills, procedures and 

processes in number, algebra, measurement, space, statistics and probability. It develops the numeracy 

capabilities that all students need in their personal, work and civic lives, and provides the fundamentals 

on which mathematical specialties and professional applications of mathematics are built. 

Aims 

Mathematics aims to ensure that students: 

▪ become confident, proficient and effective users and communicators of mathematics, 

who can investigate, represent and interpret situations in their personal and work lives, 

think critically, and make choices as active, engaged, numerate citizens   

▪ develop proficiency with mathematical concepts, skills, procedures and processes, and 

use them to demonstrate mastery in mathematics as they pose and solve problems, and 

reason with number, algebra, measurement, space, statistics and probability  

▪ make connections between areas of mathematics and apply mathematics to model 

situations in various fields and disciplines   

▪ foster a positive disposition towards mathematics, recognising it as an accessible and 

useful discipline to study   

▪ acquire specialist mathematical knowledge and skills that underpin numeracy 

development and lead to further study in mathematics and other disciplines. 

Course organisation 

Unit Overview 

1 Computation with positive integers  

Number properties & patterns  

2 Fractions and percentages   

Algebraic techniques  

Decimals   

3 Negative numbers   

Geometry   

Statistics & Probability   

4 Equations   

Measurement  

Assessment 

Unit Assessment 

1 Examination 

2 Examination 

3 Examination 

4 Examination 
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Science 

Science is a dynamic, collaborative and creative human endeavour arising from our desire to make 

sense of our world. Through science, we explore the unknown, investigate universal phenomena, make 

predictions and solve problems. Science gives us an empirical way of answering curious and important 

questions about the changing world we live in. Science knowledge is revised, refined and extended as 

new evidence arises and has proven to be a reliable basis for action in our personal, social and 

economic lives.  

Objectives 

Science aims to ensure that students develop: 

▪ an interest in science as a way of expanding their curiosity and willingness to explore, ask 

questions about and speculate on the changing world they live in 

▪ a solid foundation of knowledge of the biological, Earth and space, physical and chemical 

sciences, including being able to select and integrate scientific knowledge and practices 

to explain and predict phenomena and to apply understanding to new situations and 

events 

▪ an understanding of scientific inquiry and the ability to use a range of scientific inquiry 

practices, including questioning; planning and conducting experiments and investigations 

based on ethical and interculturally aware principles; generating and analysing data; 

evaluating results; and drawing critical, evidence-based conclusions 

▪ an ability to communicate scientific understanding and findings to a range of audiences, 

to justify claims with evidence, and to evaluate and debate scientific explanations and 

arguments  

▪ an ability to solve problems and make informed decisions about current and future uses 

of science while taking into account ethical, environmental, social and economic 

implications of decisions 

▪ an understanding of the dynamic nature of science knowledge including historical and 

global contributions, and an understanding of the relationship between science and 

society including the diversity of science careers. 

Course organisation 

Unit Overview 

1 Physical Sciences    

Representing and explaining the effects of forces acting on objects.   
2 Biological Sciences  

Explaining how biological diversity is ordered and organised. Representing flows of 

matter and energy in ecosystems and predicting the effects of environmental changes.  

3 Chemical Sciences    

Using particle theory to explain the physical properties of substances and developing 

processes that separate mixtures.   

4 Earth and Space Sciences     

Modelling cycles in the Earth-sun-moon system and explaining the effects of these 

cycles on Earth phenomena.     

Assessment 

Unit Assessment 

1 Examination 

2 Research investigation 

3 Student experiment   

4 Examination   
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Humanities 

The Humanities and Social Sciences are the study of human behaviour and interaction in social, cultural, 

environmental, economic, business, legal and political contexts. This learning area has a historical and 

contemporary focus, from personal to global contexts, and considers the challenges that may occur in 

the future. It plays an important role in assisting students to understand global issues and building their 

capacity to be active and informed citizens who understand and participate in the world.   

Aims 

Humanities and Social Sciences aims to ensure that students develop:   

▪ a sense of wonder, curiosity and respect about places, people, cultures and systems 

throughout the world, past and present, and an interest in and enjoyment of the study of 

these phenomena   

▪ key historical, geographical, civic, business and economic knowledge of people, places, 

values and systems, past and present, in local to global contexts   

▪ an understanding and appreciation of historical developments, geographic phenomena, 

civic values and economic factors that shape society, influence sustainability and create 

a sense of belonging   

▪ an understanding of the key concepts applied to disciplinary and/or cross-disciplinary 

inquiries   

▪ the capacity to use disciplinary skills, including disciplinary-appropriate questioning, 

researching using reliable sources, analysing, evaluating and communicating   

▪ dispositions required for effective participation in everyday life, now and in the future, 

including the ability to problem-solve critically and creatively, make informed decisions, 

be a responsible and active citizen, make informed economic and financial choices, and 

reflect on ethics.  

Course organisation 

Unit Overview 

1 Geography – Urban Oasis: balancing liveability and sustainability in Australian cities 

2 History and Civics – From Past to Policy: First Nations and Civic Change 

3 History – the World of Ancient Rome 

 

Assessment 

Unit Assessment 

1 Project 

2 Examination – combination response 

3 Project folio 
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Health and Physical Education 

Health and Physical Education enables students to develop skills, understanding and willingness to 

positively influence the health and wellbeing of themselves and their communities. In an increasingly 

complex, sedentary and rapidly changing world, it is critical for every young Australian to flourish as a 

healthy, safe, active and informed citizen. It is essential that young people develop their ability to respond 

to new health issues and evolving physical activity options.  

Integral to Health and Physical Education is engaging in movement experiences across a range of physical 

activity contexts. Through movement, students develop knowledge, skills, strategies and dispositions that 

support lifelong participation in physical activity. Movement provides a powerful medium for learning, 

enabling students to build confidence, resilience, self-awareness, collaboration and critical thinking skills. 

Students are encouraged to explore a variety of movement experiences, reflect on their participation, and 

develop positive attitudes towards physical activity that contribute to their health, wellbeing and active 

lifestyles throughout life. 

Aims 

Health and Physical Education aims to enable students to:  

▪ access, evaluate and synthesise information to make informed choices and act to enhance and 

advocate for their own and others’ health, wellbeing, safety and physical activity participation   

▪ develop and use personal, social and cognitive skills and strategies to promote self-identity and 

wellbeing, and to build and manage respectful relationships   

▪ acquire, apply and evaluate movement skills, concepts and strategies to respond confidently, 

competently and creatively in various physical activity settings   

▪ engage in and create opportunities for regular physical activity participation as individuals and 

for the communities to which they belong  

▪ analyse how varied and changing personal and contextual factors shape opportunities for health 

and physical activity 

▪ selection, use and refinement of strategies to support inclusion, fair play and collaboration across 

a range of movement contexts 

Course organisation 

Unit Theory Practical 

1 Transitions: 

This unit supports students in navigating the challenges and opportunities 

of transitioning to high school by fostering self-awareness, emotional 

intelligence, and communication skills. 

Modified/minor 

games 

2 Wellbeing: 

This unit examines mental health to enhance the wellbeing of students. 

Students will explore, plan and implement strategies related to personal 

wellbeing outcomes through the context of physical activity. 

Pickleball 

3 Puberty: 

This unit explore specific changes associated with puberty and the impact 

they have on an individual. 

Artistic 

gymnastics 

4 Safety: 

This unit will focus on developing skills relating to safety, helping students 

look after themself and others. 

Lifesaving 

Assessment 

Unit Assessment 

1 Investigation 

2 Performance 

3 Examination 
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Elective Subjects 

Economics & Business 

Economics and Business develops the knowledge, understanding and skills that will equip students to 

shape their social and economic futures. It also aids in the development of prosperous, sustainable and 

equitable Australian and global economies. Through studying economics and business, students learn to 

make informed decisions and to appreciate the effects of these decisions on individuals, businesses, and 

environmental and social systems.  

Thinking about and responding to contemporary economic and business issues requires an 

understanding of resource allocation and economic decision-making, the operation of the business 

environment, the ways entrepreneurs create solutions, the nature and future of work, and the factors 

influencing decision-making in consumer and financial contexts.   

Aims 

Economics and Business aims to ensure students develop:   

▪ knowledge and understanding of the nature and operation of the work and business 

environments within the Australian economy, and factors influencing decision-making, 

their impacts and appropriate responses   

▪ an understanding of the concepts of resource allocation and economic decision-making, 

the business environment, entrepreneurship, work and work futures, and consumer and 

financial literacy  

▪ skills to engage in inquiries, including questioning and researching, interpreting and 

analysing, decision-making, and communicating   

▪ capabilities to engage in everyday life, including critical and creative thinking, ethical 

understanding, and personal and social competence.  

Course organisation 

Unit  Overview 

1 In the Shark-Tank project, students will use data and business principles to design and pitch a 

new pet product. They will engage in activities such as graphing data to identify market trends, 

using Excel for data validation and analysis, and applying design principles to create a 

theoretical product prototype.  

 

Assessment 

There is a single assessment item to cover the unit of work for the term. 
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French 

French has been taught in Australian schools and universities since the 1880s. It is a major world 

language, spoken as the first language in more than 2 dozen countries on 5 continents, and as an official 

language in many countries. First language speakers include the inhabitants of mainland France, 

territorial communities of New Caledonia and French Polynesia, the Wallis and Futuna Islands, the 

majority of the inhabitants of Québec, and significant communities in Europe and Africa. French is an 

official working language in several international organisations. 

Aims 

The 3 interrelated aims of Languages are to develop knowledge, understanding and skills to ensure 

students: 

▪ develop linguistic competence 

▪ understand language and culture, and their relationship, and thereby develop an intercultural 

capability in communication 

▪ understand themselves as communicators.   

Course organisation 

Unit Overview 

1 Introductions 

This unit focuses on introducing new students to the fundamentals of French language 

and cultures, and on encouraging them to start communicating using basic French. 

Students will learn to use common greetings, vocabulary and structures to talk to 

others and about themselves. 

 

Students will be able to:  

▪ Use common greetings and farewells 

▪ Introduce themselves in French 

▪ Say where they are from and where they live 

▪ Say how they are 

▪ Describe themselves using common and simple adjectives 

▪ Say the alphabet in French 

▪ Apply concepts of pronunciation and voice tone 

▪ Recognise and apply accents and marks 

▪ Understand the difference between formal and informal French (tu and vous) 

and the different forms of address 

▪ Use the numbers 0-31 

▪ Ask simple questions in French 

▪ Make cultural comparisons and reflect on their own culture 

▪ Understand where French is found in the world 

▪ Understand basic geography of France 

Assessment 

There is one examination in Year 7 - a combined listening and reading exam. 
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Japanese 

Japanese has been taught in Australia for more than 100 years, significantly as a second or additional 

language. It is the official language of Japan and widely used by communities of speakers in Hawaii, Peru 

and Brazil. Large numbers of students in the Republic of Korea, China, Indonesia and Australia learn 

Japanese as an additional language.   

Australia has a significant number of Japanese national residents and Japanese culture influences many 

areas of contemporary Australian society, including the arts, design, technology, fashion, popular culture 

and cuisine.   

Australia is a close strategic and economic partner of Japan, and there is ongoing exchange between the 

2 countries in the areas of education, trade, diplomacy and tourism. Japan is an important nation within 

Asia and a significant contributor to economic, political and diplomatic relations in the region. 

Aims 

The 3 interrelated aims of Languages are to develop knowledge, understanding and skills to ensure 

students: 

▪ develop linguistic competence

▪ understand language and culture, and their relationship, and thereby develop an intercultural

capability in communication

▪ understand themselves as communicators.

Course organisation 

Unit Overview 

1 School 

In this unit, students will learn about activities that Japanese students enjoy at school 

and after school and compare with the ones they enjoy. They will focus on   

co-curricular activities and school provided lunch. School structure, year levels, 

timetables, lunches and uniforms will be explored and compared to their own. 

Students will be able to:  

▪ Introduce themselves and others

▪ Say how old they and others are: Numbers 1 – 100 (in kanji)

▪ Say their grade

▪ Create a timetable of their subjects

▪ Use adverbs to express what they like

▪ Acquire vocabulary to talk about eating and drinking at school lunch time

▪ Express activities/events related to school and after school life. Special focus on

Sports Day.

▪ Gain knowledge of the Japanese school systems

▪ Gain knowledge of cultural differences in school life between students in Japan

and Australia e.g. cleaning classroom

▪ Extension: Days of the week

Assessment 

There is one examination in Year 7 - a combined listening and reading exam. 
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Design Technology 

In an increasingly technological and complex world, we need citizens with the knowledge and confidence 

to analyse and creatively respond to design opportunities and challenges including for a circular economy. 

Knowledge, understanding and skills involved in the design, development and use of technologies are 

influenced by and can play a role in enriching and transforming societies and our natural, managed and 

constructed environments.   

 Design and Technologies enables students to become creative and responsive designers. When 

students consider ethical, legal, aesthetic and functional factors and the economic, environmental and 

social impacts of technological change, and how the choice and use of technologies contributes to a 

sustainable future, they are developing the knowledge, understanding and skills to become discerning 

decision-makers.  

Aims 

Design and Technologies aims to develop the knowledge, understanding and skills to ensure that, 

individually and collaboratively, students: 

▪ develop confidence as critical users of technologies and designers and producers of designed

solutions

▪ investigate, generate, iterate and analyse ethical and innovative designed solutions for

sustainable futures

▪ use design and systems thinking to generate design ideas and communicate these to a range of

audiences

▪ produce designed solutions suitable for a range of technologies contexts by selecting and

manipulating a range of tools, equipment, materials, systems and components creatively,

competently and safely; and managing processes

▪ evaluate processes and designed solutions and transfer knowledge and skills to new situations

▪ understand the roles and responsibilities of people in design and technologies occupations and

how they contribute to society.

Course organisation 

Unit Overview 

1 Ethical Fashion 

Assessment 

There is a single assessment item to cover the unit of work for the term. 
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Digital Technology 

In a world that is increasingly digitised and automated, it is critical to the strength and sustainability of the 

economy, the environment and society that digital solutions are purposefully designed to include user 

empowerment, autonomy and accountability. With this, emerging technologies also present 

transformative opportunities to address the circular economy through the reduce, re-use, recycle process. 

This requires deep knowledge and understanding of digital systems (a component of an information 

system) and how to manage risks. Digital systems such as mobile and desktop devices and networks are 

transforming learning, recreational activities, home life and work. Digital systems support new ways of 

collaborating and communicating and require skills such as computational and systems thinking. These 

technologies are an essential problem-solving toolset in our knowledge-based society. 

Aims 

Digital Technologies aims to develop the knowledge, understanding and skills to ensure that, 

individually and collaboratively, students:  

▪ use design thinking to design, create, manage and evaluate sustainable and innovative digital

solutions to meet and redefine current and future needs

▪ use computational thinking (abstraction; data collection, representation and interpretation;

specification; algorithms; and implementation) to create digital solutions

▪ confidently use digital systems to efficiently and effectively automate the transformation of data

into information and to creatively communicate ideas in a range of settings

▪ apply protocols and legal practices that support the ethical collection and generation of data

through automated and non-automated processes and participate in safe and respectful

communications and collaboration with audiences

▪ apply systems thinking to monitor, analyse, predict and shape the interactions within and

between information systems and the impact of these systems on individuals, societies,

economies and environments.

Course organisation 

Unit Overview 

1 Techno basics 

Assessment 

There is a single assessment item to cover the unit of work for the term. 
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Art 

Visual arts contribute to the fields of art, craft and design. Learning in, through and about these fields, 

students engage critically using creative processes and artistic practices to communicate and make 

meaning. 

Investigating artworks and practices prepares students to respectfully recognise, articulate and 

acknowledge artistic and cultural influences. In exploring how, why, where and for whom artists, 

craftspeople and designers produce artworks, students recognise and appreciate the tensions, 

complexities and significance of visual arts histories, theories and practices. 

Aims 

Art aims to develop students: 

▪ conceptual and perceptual ideas and representations through design and inquiry

processes

▪ knowledge and skills in using visual conventions, visual arts processes and materials

▪ critical and creative thinking skills through engagement with and development of visual

arts practice

▪ respect for and acknowledgement of the diverse roles, innovations, traditions, histories

and cultures of artists, craftspeople and designers; visual arts as social and cultural

practices; and industry as artists and audiences

▪ confidence, curiosity, imagination and enjoyment

▪ personal expression through engagement with visual arts practice and ways of

representing and communicating

Course organisation 

Unit Overview 

1 Belonging: Photographic areas of the school – mono printing, drawing, collage, solvent 

transfer techniques 

Assessment 

There is a single assessment item to cover the unit of work for the term. 
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Dance 

In Dance, students individually and collaboratively choreograph, rehearse, perform and respond as they 

engage with dance practice and practitioners in their own and others’ cultures and communities. 

Students use the elements of dance to explore and practise choreographic, technical and expressive 

skills for choreography and performance. Through these practices, students examine dance from 

diverse viewpoints to build their knowledge and understanding of dance, movement and the body. They 

respond to their own and others’ dances using physical and verbal communication to recognise and 

represent ideas, thoughts and feelings. Active participation as dancers, choreographers and audiences 

promotes positive artistic, creative, cognitive, aesthetic and cultural benefits that can impact students’ 

lifelong health, wellbeing and social inclusion 

Aims 

Dance aims to develop students:  

▪ body awareness and technical and expressive skills to communicate through movement 

confidently, creatively and intelligently   

▪ choreographic and performance skills, and skills for responding to their own and others’ 

dances   

▪ aesthetic, artistic and cultural understanding of dance in past and contemporary contexts 

as choreographers, performers and audiences   

▪ respect for and knowledge of the diverse purposes, traditions, histories and cultures of 

dance as active participants and informed audiences.  

Course organisation 

Unit Overview 

1 MOViES: 

▪ Elements of Dance 

▪ Dance in animated movies 

▪ Choreographic devices including canon, motif, call and response 

▪ Technical and expressive skills in dance 

▪ Video editing and Just Dance creation 

 

Assessment 

There is a single assessment item to cover the unit of work for the term. 
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Drama 

At its core, drama is about taking on roles and “standing in the shoes” of another and imagining and 

communicating with the world through different perspectives. Taking on roles involves an act of the 

imagination that relies on a learner’s ability to empathise and understand others. Actively taking on roles 

in a range of contexts, situations, and across different times and places fosters students’ development 

of personal, cultural and social understandings as they imagine, empathise and communicate through 

deep experiential learning. Drama is a powerful form of communication involving affective, sensory and 

aesthetic modes.   

In Drama, students work individually and collaboratively as artists and audiences to create, perform and 

respond to drama. It is an active, embodied and aesthetically rich subject that engages students 

cognitively and affectively as they learn in, through and about drama.  

Aims 

Drama aims to develop students: 

▪ confidence and self-esteem to explore, depict and celebrate human experience, take

risks and challenge their own creativity through drama

▪ knowledge and understanding in controlling, applying and analysing the elements,

processes, forms, styles and techniques of drama to engage audiences and create

meaning

▪ sense of curiosity, aesthetic knowledge, enjoyment and achievement through exploring

and playing roles, and imagining situations, actions and ideas as drama makers and

audiences

▪ knowledge and understanding of traditional and contemporary drama as critical and

active participants and audiences.

Course organisation 

Unit Overview 

1 Finding my voice 

▪ Games of introduction – confidence building and improvisation

▪ Hand stories/ mirroring/ focus

▪ Introduction to elements of drama

▪ Play building – whole class enrolment (Realism)

Assessment 

There is a single assessment item to cover the unit of work for the term. 
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Music 

Music has the capacity to motivate, inspire and enrich the lives of all students. Students participate in 

music learning individually and collectively as listeners, composers and performers. Music learning is 

embodied learning. It has a significant and unique impact on the creative, sensorimotor, cognitive, 

emotional, sociocultural and personal competencies of students. 

As independent and collaborative learners, students integrate listening, composing and performing 

activities, using established and emerging technologies. Music learning enhances students’ capacity to 

perceive and understand musical concepts, and to recognise music’s contribution in shaping their 

identity and their ability to explore personal, local and global issues and ideas. Through the study of 

music, students increasingly value the power of music in its ability to transform the heart, soul, mind 

and spirit of individuals and communities. Reimburse  

Aims 

Music aims to develop students: 

▪ confidence to be creative, innovative, thoughtful, skilful and informed musicians

▪ knowledge and skills for listening with intent and purpose, composing and performing

▪ aesthetic knowledge and respect for music and music practices across global communities,

cultures and musical traditions

▪ understanding of music as an aural art form as they acquire skills to become independent music

learners.

Course organisation 

Unit Overview 

1 Music Magic 

▪ Exploring music: students learn foundational skills, focussing on the music

elements of rhythm, pitch, dynamics and timbre.

Assessment 

There is a single assessment item to cover the unit of work for the term. 
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Inclusive Learning 

Bridging Mathematics  Program 

The Bridging Mathematics Program is an elective subject offered by invitation to selected students in Year 

7 and Year 8 who need further assistance to develop their mathematical skills and understandings to 

keep up with the demands of the ACARA Mathematics curriculum. This academic support program offers 

students additional assistance with the mathematics program being studied at school by staff who work 

closely with the student's own mathematics teachers. This support is given during timetabled lessons in 

a small group environment with the support of specialist staff. Our aim to build confidence by making 

Mathematics accessible to all students. 

Aims 

Students will cover the content being taught in their regular Mathematics classroom with additional 

emphasis on developing a solid understanding of the foundational mathematics concepts that underpin 

current topics. Emphasis is placed on bridging the gap between prior learning and its application in the 

current year level context.  

Course organisation 

The Bridging Mathematics Program is tailored to meet the unique needs of middle school students who 

are at a crucial stage of their academic growth. During this time, solid foundations in mathematics are 

being established, therefore a solid grasp of core understandings is critical. Building confidence in their 

own mathematical abilities and fostering a positive mindset towards mathematics is key to unlocking 

their future potential in this subject. To do this, learning in this subject closely follows the Years 7 and 8 

mathematics courses.   

Learning occurs: 

▪ through a combination of interactive lessons, hands-on activities, and engaging problem-solving

exercises

▪ through systematic and explicit instruction and revision of core mathematical concepts using a

multi-sensory approach

▪ via a framework that provides a measure of independence but at the same time assists the

learner to complete core class activities

▪ by providing appropriate strategies to address individual learning requirements in mathematics,

individually paced for the student’s own needs

▪ through appropriately differentiated tasks that allow students to show what they know and can

do using their strengths

▪ by receiving regular feedback on learning progress with the re-teaching of skills as necessary

Assessment 

There are no formal assessments for this subject. 
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