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Introduction

The purpose of this guide is to support students and parents with their Years 8 and 9 subject selections.
It includes a comprehensive list of all Australian Curriculum subjects that form the basis of our school's
curriculum offerings.

Mt St Michael’s College designs curriculum programs that provide a variety of opportunities for students
while catering to our individual schools’ contexts, resources, student pathways and community
expectations.

Middle Schooling Practices

During the crucial formative years of adolescence (11-15 years), middle school pedagogy is designed to
optimise learning opportunities. The approach ensures that all Year 8 & 9 students receive high-quality
education, fostering successful lifelong learners who are confident, creative, active, and informed
members of the community. This process aims to cultivate a sense of self-worth, self-awareness, and a
strong personal identity.

Inclusivity

The MSM Middle Schooling philosophy aligns with adolescents' developmental and educational needs
while embracing the tradition of the Sisters of Charity. It aims to nurture principled young women
passionate about life, a commitment to justice, and the courage to live out the teachings of Jesus. Strong
links between adolescent wellbeing and academic achievement are promoted through
parental/caregiver and family involvement in the learning process, ensuring a safe and happy
environment for high educational outcomes.

Equity

MSM provides the foundation for 21st-century skills in critical and creative thinking, problem-solving, and
communicating, ensuring appropriate learning as students transition towards adulthood. MSM, following
the mission of the Sisters of Charity, aims to develop students who interact well with others and engage
in maintaining healthy and supportive relationships within the school and the wider community. Students
are encouraged to seek opportunities to contribute to the betterment of others and to the stewardship of
natural and social environments. Our graduates are encouraged to be women of:

= conscience

= compassion

= commitment
= competence
= confidence

Student-centred

The learning opportunities provided will enable students to explore their individual creativity within a
culture of excellence, encouraging them to strive for personal excellence in their educational outcomes.
MSM offers opportunities for students to become discerning participants in their own learning process,
critically evaluating their progress and seeking improvement whenever possible, while continuously being
motivated to engage in this learning journey. Practices at the Year 7 level aim to facilitate the transition
from junior school to middle school education, with the goal of developing independent and autonomous
learners.

The Australian Curriculum sets out the essential knowledge, understanding and skills students need to
learn, and the quality of learning that is expected of the students as they progress through the first 11
years of schooling.

The Australian Curriculum is designed to prepare young people for the future world in which they will learn
and prepares them to respond to the challenges that will continue to shape their world. It sets out the
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priorities and aspirations we hold for all our young people. The curriculum represents what the Australian
community values as the knowledge, understanding and skills that young people should attain.

In 2026 students in Years 7 - 9 will be participating in courses that follow the Australian Curriculum
framework produced by The Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) and
developed by the Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority (QCAA) in:

English

Mathematics

Science

History

Geography

Health and Physical Education
The Arts

Design & Digital Technologies
Languages

The Australian Curriculum pays explicit attention to how seven general capabilities and three cross-
curriculum priorities contribute to, and can be developed through, teaching in each learning area.

The seven general capabilities are:

= Literacy

=  Numeracy

= Digijtal literacy

= (Critical and creative thinking
= Ethical understanding

=  Personal and social capability
= Intercultural understanding.

The three cross-curriculum priorities are:

= Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures
= Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia
= Sustainability.

Further information about the Australian Curriculum can be found at
https://v9.australiancurriculum.edu.au/
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MSM middle syllabus subject offerings - Years 8 & 9

Religious Education

English English

Mathematics Mathematics

Science Science

Humanities & Business Humanities (Year 8 only)
History (Year 9 only)
Geography (Year 9 only)

Economics & Business

Health and Physical Education

Health and Physical Education

Languages

French
Japanese

Technologies

Design Technology
Digital Technology

The Arts

Art
Dance
Drama
Music

Positive Education

Positive Education

Inclusive Learning

Bridging Mathematics Program (Year 8 only)
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Choosing subjects for Years 8 & 9

In Years 8 & 9, students follow a course that includes core and elective subjects. While the core and
elective subjects should provide a comprehensive education for your student, it is important to check the
tables titled Subject Progression from Years 5 - 12 (page 8) before making any final decisions.

Choosing subjects Year 8

Year 8 students study a total of seven (7) core subjects and will select two (2) electives, each one is

studied for the year.

Core subjects

Religious Education

English

Mathematics

Science

Humanities

Health and Physical Education

Positive Education

Elective subjects

Humanities & Business

Economics & Business

Languages

French
Japanese

Technologies

Design Technology
Digital Technology

The Arts

Art
Dance
Drama
Music

Inclusive Learning

Bridging Mathematics Program (by invitation only)

Note: the following elective subjects attract a subject levy in Years 8 & 9 - Art, Dance, Design Technology,

Digital Technology, Drama and Music.
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Choosing subjects Year 9

Year 9 students study a total of seven (7) core subjects and will select two (2) electives, each one is
studied for the year.

Core subjects

Religious Education

English

Mathematics

Science

History

Health and Physical Education
Positive Education

Elective subjects
Humanities & Business Economics & Business
Geography
I Languages French
Japanese
Technologies Design Technology
Digital Technology
The Arts Art
Dance
Drama
Music

Note: the following elective subjects attract a subject levy in Years 8 & 9 - Art, Dance, Design Technology,
Digital Technology, Drama and Music.
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Subject progression from Years 5 - 12

Years 5 & 6 Year 11 & 12
. Religious Religious Education Religious Education Religious Education Religious Education Religious Education Study of Religion (G)
Education* Religion & Ethics (A)
English* English English English English English & Literature English (G)
English & Literature Literature (G)
Extension English & Literature Extension (G)
T Essential English (A)
Mathematics* Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics General Mathematics General Mathematics (G)
Mathematical Methods Mathematical Methods (G)
Essential Mathematics Specialist Mathematics (G)
T Essential Mathematics (A)
Science Science* Science* Science* Science* Life Science Biology (G)
Physical Science Chemistry (G)
Physics (G)
Psychology (G)
Humanities & Humanities & Social Humanities* Humanities* History* Modern & Ancient History Ancient History (G)
Business Sciences* Economics & Business Economics & Business Geography Geography Business (G)
Economics & Business Economics & Business Economics (G)
Geography (G)
Modern History (G)
Social & Community Studies (A)
Health & Physical Health & Physical Health & Physical Health & Physical Health & Physical Physical Education Physical Education (G)
Education Education* Education* Education* Education*
Languages French French French French French French (G)
Japanese Japanese Japanese Japanese Japanese Japanese (G)
Technologies Design Technology Design Technology Digital Technology Digital Solutions (G)
Digital Technology Digital Technology Digital Technology Digital Technology Food Technology Hospitality Practices (A)
The Arts Art Art Art Art Art Visual Art (G)
Dance Dance Dance Dance Dance Dance (G)
Drama Drama Drama Drama Drama Drama (G)
Music Music Music Music Music Music (G)
Music Extension (G)
Inclusive Learning Bridging Mathematics Bridging Mathematics
Vocational Certificate Il in Sport & | Certificate IV in Justice Studies
Education & Recreation Certificate Ill in Business &
Training (VET) Certificate Il in Workplace Skills
Diploma of Business
TAFE at School Certificates
* Core subjects (G) General subject

(A) Applied subject
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How parents/caregivers can help at home

To make informed and realistic decisions about the future, students need to consider the range of
possibilities on offer and the sustainability of these choices to personal abilities, beliefs and aspirations.

It is also important for students to recognise that success is the consequence of hard work, organisation,
commitment and dedication. Be prepared for the inevitable failures and celebrate successes, regardless
of how small they are. Accept that plans will not always work and when faced with difficulties a growth
mindset is required to focus on the end goal. The student’s journey is not one they can travel alone.

Parents/caregivers can work in partnership with the college in many ways:

acknowledge and support your daughter in using their strengths

access the parent lounge to obtain ongoing results in subject areas

contact the program leader - middle school for any questions regarding your daughter's
academic progress

conference with subject teachers

become familiar with college protocols as explained in the student diary

use the language of the habits of mind and positive education to support your daughter in
functioning well at school

maintain interest in college life by reading the ‘spirit’ and having conversations with your daughter
about key events at the college

attend year level information evenings

access assessment calendars and other important information in the Parent Lounge.
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Core Subjects

Religious Education

Religious Education engages students with an exploration of sacred texts as they investigate the nature
of the Old and New Testaments as well as later Christian writings. Students learn about the beliefs of
Christians and adherents of world religions through exploring key teachings related to revelation and
human existence. The practices, history and self-understanding of the Church are also examined, along
with questions of ethics underpinned by understandings of conscience, justice and prayer.

Alms
The Religious Education Curriculum in the Archdiocese of Brisbane aims to develop students’

= religious literacy in light of the Catholic Christian tradition, so that they might participate critically
and authentically in contemporary culture

= capacities and skills of discerning, interpreting, thinking critically, seeking truth and making
meaning

Course organisation

Year Unit Overview

8 1 | Belonging through belief: Students encounter the mystery of the Trinity and gain an
understanding of how God’s saving plan for creation is recounted in scripture. They
explore how sacraments of initiation in Judaism, Christianity and Islam begin the
journey of faith for believers.

2 | God’s promises through time: Students examine the theme of covenant in the Old
Testament and investigate how the Holy Spirit has strengthened Christian unity in the
early Church and today.

3 | Movers and shakers: Students learn about how the Church responded to changing
times through the Middle Ages and Renaissance periods, including how its role in the
world was questioned and reconstructed.

4 | Prophets of hope: Students appreciate the challenges posed by Old Testament
Prophets and how Catholic social teaching can provide guidance for prophetic
responses to current social issues.

9 1 | Reading and revelation: Students engage with the Catholic tradition of Biblical criticism
as a way of understanding the message of Biblical texts. They examine the monotheistic
religions’ shared belief in one God and the divergent understandings of God reflected in
their beliefs and practices.

2 | Falling and forgiveness: Students consider the presence of sin and evil in the world,
read about the healing ministry of Jesus and investigate how the Church continues this
mission today through prayer, fasting, almsgiving and the Sacraments of Healing.

3 | Revolution and response: Students explore the ways in which the Church responded to
changing times and movements between 1750 and 1918, as well as new articulations
of the Church’s role and mission.

4 | Rights, responsibilities and relationships: Students engage with Catholic teaching on
human personhood and explore how Catholic social teaching principles can provide
guidelines for action when responding to scientific and technological advances.
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Religious Education

Assessment

Year ~ Unit  Assessment
8 Project
Examination - short response
Multimodal
Examination - extended response

HIWIN[E-

Examination - short response
Project

Multimodal

Investigation

HIWIN|E-
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English

The English curriculum helps students to engage imaginatively and critically with literature and appreciate
its aesthetic qualities. They explore ideas and perspectives about human experience and cultural
significance, interpersonal relationships, and ethical and global issues within real-world and fictional
settings. Students are exposed to literature from a range of historical, cultural and social contexts.
Through the study of texts, students develop an understanding of themselves and their place in the world.
The English curriculum explores the richness of First Nations Australian voices and voices from wide-
ranging Australian and world literature.

Aims
The English curriculum aims to ensure that students:

= learn to purposefully and proficiently read, view, listen to, speak, write, create and reflect on
increasingly complex texts across a growing range of contexts

= understand how Standard Australian English works in its spoken and written forms, and in
combination with non-linguistic forms of communication, to create meaning

= develop interest and skills in examining the aesthetic aspects of texts and develop an informed
appreciation of literature

= appreciate, enjoy, analyse, evaluate, adapt and use the richness and power of the English
language in all its variations to evoke feelings, form ideas and facilitate interaction with others.
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English

Course organisation

Year Unit Overview

8 1 | Bridging differences: students will consider the role of literature and news media in
shaping public perspectives of ethical issues. After a close study of the play, Boy
Overboard and media texts representing the issue of refugees, students will create their
own media text expressing a point of view on the issue.

2 | Re-framing the past: students explore the ways representations of people and places,
ideas and points of view in historical fiction novel The Rat Catcher’s Daughter reflect
the historical context, including values. They experiment with language features and
literary devices encountered in the novel.

3 | First nations stories: students explore how First Nations peoples and issues are
represented in a range of literary texts by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander authors
and creators. They will examine how aspects of culture, including viewpoints, underpin
the stories, and may reflect or challenge values. Students will interpret and analyse a
First Nations story, explaining how textual features position readers.

4 | The art of advertising: students examine a range of advertisements in different media
for their purposeful use of visual techniques, including intertextual references. They will
identify and apply the strategies advertising and marketing agencies use in an
advertising pitch and reflect on the success of one other pitch in a structured Q&A

session.
9 1 | Reel stories: students examine documentary film as a storytelling medium, exploring

how the narrative, technical and symbolic codes of film can represent diverse
perspectives of human experiences. They will evaluate the effectiveness of a chosen
short film to engage audiences emotionally and critically.

2 | Life writing: students engage with a range of bio- and autographical life writing texts
from diverse historical, social and cultural contexts, examining how representations of
people, places, events and concepts selectively reflect contexts and perspectives. They
create a short story inspired by the life experiences of an Australian in their community.
3 | What if? students read Mark Smith’s young adult dystopian novel The Road to Winter
and reflect on the appeal of this genre for young people. They analyse how readers are
positioned to respond to representations of characters and their ethical decision
making in challenging situations.

4 | Lyrically speaking: students explore a diverse range of song lyrics from different
contexts to analyse representations of concepts and evaluate the aesthetic appeal of
various styles. They create and present a podcast to communicate their perspective to
a public audience.

Assessment

Year ~ Unit  Assessment
8 Examination - extended response
Extended response - written imagjnative
Extended response - written analytical
Extended response - multimodal and examination - short response

AIWIN|F

Examination — extended response
Extended response - written imaginative
Extended response - written analytical
Extended response - multimodal

AIWIN(E
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Mathematics

Mathematics provides students with essential mathematical knowledge, skills, procedures and
processes in hnumber, algebra, measurement, space, statistics and probability. It develops the numeracy
capabilities that all students need in their personal, work and civic lives, and provides the fundamentals
on which mathematical specialties and professional applications of mathematics are built.

Aims

Mathematics aims to ensure that students:

=  become confident, proficient and effective users and communicators of mathematics, who
can investigate, represent and interpret situations in their personal and work lives, think
critically, and make choices as active, engaged, numerate citizens

= develop proficiency with mathematical concepts, skills, procedures and processes, and
use them to demonstrate mastery in mathematics as they pose and solve problems, and
reason with number, algebra, measurement, space, statistics and probability

= make connections between areas of mathematics and apply mathematics to model
situations in various fields and disciplines

= foster a positive disposition towards mathematics, recognising it as an accessible and
useful discipline to study

= acquire specialist mathematical knowledge and skills that underpin numeracy
development and lead to further study in mathematics and other disciplines.

Course organisation
Year = Unit | Overview
8 1 Proportional Thinking, Simplifying and Solving
2 Negatives, Quadrilaterals, 3-D coordinates, decimals, fractions, percentages,
measurement and Pythagoras
3 Algebra, equations, inequalities, probability and statistics
4 Linear relationships, similarity and congruence

Number, Algebra and Pythagoras & Trigonometry

Linear Relationships, Measurement

Indices & Surds, Geometry, Algebraic Techniques
Probability & Statistics and Quadratic Equations & Graphs

BIWIN|E-

Assessment

Year =~ Unit  Assessment

8 Examination
Examination
Examination
Examination

BIWIN|E-

Examination
Examination
Examination
Examination

AIWIN|E
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Science

Science is a dynamic, collaborative and creative human endeavour arising from our desire to make sense
of our world. Through science, we explore the unknown, investigate universal phenomena, make
predictions and solve problems. Science gives us an empirical way of answering curious and important
questions about the changing world we live in. Science knowledge is revised, refined and extended as
new evidence arises and has proven to be a reliable basis for action in our personal, social and economic
lives.

Aims

Science aims to ensure that students develop:

= aninterest in science as a way of expanding their curiosity and willingness to explore, ask
guestions about and speculate on the changing world they live in

= a solid foundation of knowledge of the biological, Earth and space, physical and chemical
sciences, including being able to select and integrate scientific knowledge and practices
to explain and predict phenomena and to apply understanding to new situations and
events

= an understanding of scientific inquiry and the ability to use a range of scientific inquiry
practices, including questioning; planning and conducting experiments and investigations
based on ethical and interculturally aware principles; generating and analysing data;
evaluating results; and drawing critical, evidence-based conclusions

= an ability to communicate scientific understanding and findings to a range of audiences,
to justify claims with evidence, and to evaluate and debate scientific explanations and
arguments

= an ability to solve problems and make informed decisions about current and future uses
of science while taking into account ethical, environmental, social and economic
implications of decisions

= an understanding of the dynamic nature of science knowledge including historical and
global contributions, and an understanding of the relationship between science and society
including the diversity of science careers.
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Course organisation

Year Unit Overview

8

1

Chemical Sciences

Classifying and representing different types of matter and distinguishing between
physical and chemical change.

Biological Science

Explaining the role of specialised cell structures and organelles in cellular function and
analysing the relationship between structure and function at organ and body system
levels.

Earth and Space Sciences

Applying an understanding of the theory of plate tectonics to explain patterns of change
in the geosphere. Explaining how the properties of rocks relate to their formation and
influence their use.

Physical Sciences
They compare different forms of energy and represent transfer and transformation of
energy in simple systems.

Earth and Space Sciences
Explaining how interactions within and between Earth’s spheres affect the carbon
cycle.

Biological Sciences
Explaining how body systems provide a coordinated response to stimuli. Describing how
the processes of sexual and asexual reproduction enable survival of the species.

Physical Sciences
Analysing energy conservation in simple systems and applying wave and particle
models to describe energy transfer.

Chemical Sciences
Explaining observable chemical processes in terms of changes in atomic structure,
atomic rearrangement and mass.

Year

‘
(]
2

Unit  Assessment

1 Examination

2 Student Experiment

3 Examination

4 Research investigation

1 Research investigation
2 Examination

3 Student experiment

4 Examination
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Humanities (Year 8 only)

The Humanities and Social Sciences are the study of human behaviour and interaction in social, cultural,
environmental, economic, business, legal and political contexts. This learning area has a historical and
contemporary focus, from personal to global contexts, and considers the challenges that may occur in
the future. It plays an important role in assisting students to understand global issues, and building their
capacity to be active and informed citizens who understand and participate in the world.

Aims

Humanities and Social Sciences aims to ensure that students develop:

a sense of wonder, curiosity and respect about places, people, cultures and systems
throughout the world, past and present, and an interest in and enjoyment of the study of
these phenomena

key historical, geographical, civic, business and economic knowledge of people, places,
values and systems, past and present, in local to global contexts

an understanding and appreciation of historical developments, geographic phenomena,
civic values and economic factors that shape society, influence sustainability and create a
sense of belonging

an understanding of the key concepts applied to disciplinary and/or cross-disciplinary
inquiries

the capacity to use disciplinary skills, including disciplinary-appropriate questioning,
researching using reliable sources, analysing, evaluating and communicating

dispositions required for effective participation in everyday life, now and in the future,
including the ability to problem-solve critically and creatively, make informed decisions, be
a responsible and active citizen, make informed economic and financial choices, and
reflect on ethics.
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Humanities (Year 8 only)

Course organisation

8 1 | Geography - urban appeal: why do people live in cities?

Cities draw people in with economic opportunities, convenience, and cultural
experiences, offering proximity to jobs, services, and entertainment that shape modern
life. But as urban areas grow, do they truly improve quality of life, or do they create new
challenges?

2 | Geography - landscapes and landforms: human impact on Bunyaville Conservation
Park:

Human activity has shaped Bunyaville Conservation Park through urban development,
recreational use, and environmental management, influencing its ecosystems and
landforms. As conservation efforts continue, how can people balance preservation with
accessibility?

3 | Civics - Government and democracy: save Bunyaville!

Civic action plays a vital role in shaping government decisions and protecting natural
spaces like Bunyaville Conservation Park. Through advocacy, petitions, and public
engagement, communities can influence policies and ensure environmental
preservation. But how can individuals and groups turn passion into real political
change?

4 | History - how did the Black Death reshape Europe?

Before the Black Death, Europe’s rigid feudal structure relied on a stable population to
maintain labour systems, economic control, and social hierarchy. When the plague
struck, it shattered that stability—wiping out vast portions of the workforce, weakening
noble power, and forcing sudden shifts in land ownership and governance. The crisis
accelerated economic transformations, disrupted local economies, and left rulers
scrambling to maintain control. But did the devastation truly mark the end of feudalism,
or did it merely force those in power to adapt?

Assessment

Year =~ Unit  Assessment
Examination - combination response

Extended response - multimodal
Extended response - written analytical
Research investigation

HIWIN|E-
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History (Year 9 only)

History is a disciplined process of inquiry into the past that develops students’ knowledge, curiosity and
imagination about the past. The application of history is an essential characteristic of any society or
community and contributes to its sense of shared identity. History promotes the understanding of
societies, events, movements, ideas and developments that have shaped humanity from the earliest
times. It helps students appreciate how the world and its people and environments have changed, as well
as the significant continuities that exist to the present day.

Aims
History aims to ensure that students develop:

= interest in, and enjoyment of, historical study for lifelong learning and work, including their
capacity and willingness to be informed and active citizens

= knowledge, understanding and appreciation of the past and the ideas and forces that shape
societies, civilisations and environments, including first nations peoples’, Australia, Asia and
western civilisation

= the understanding and use of the historical concepts of evidence, perspectives, interpretations
and contestability, continuity and change, cause and effect, and significance

= capacity to undertake historical inquiry, including skills for questioning and research, using
historical sources, historical perspectives and interpretations, and communicating a historical
explanation.

Course organisation

Year Unit Overview

9 1 | Making a nation:

This unit explores Australia’s nationhood, from colonial invasion and terra nullius to
federation, settlement, expansion, and conflict. Students will examine social disruption,
migration, and the gold rushes as turning points that shaped identity and governance.

2 | World War

This unit explores the causes of World War |, examining militarism, imperialism,
nationalism, and the alliance system that fuelled tensions. Students will analyse key
theatres of war, focusing on Australia’s involvement in major battles, Gallipoli, and the
home front, assessing how war shaped national identity and public response.

3 | World War Il

This unit examines the build-up to World War ll, exploring the political and economic
forces that set the stage for conflict. Students will analyse the war in Europe, its
expansion into a global conflict, and the turning points that shifted momentum,
including major battles and strategic decisions. The unit also focuses on the war in the
Pacific, assessing its impact and how it shaped the post-war world and Australia’s place
in it.

4 | Building modern Australia:

This unit explores what defines popular culture and how post-war influences, including
immigration, global events, and social movements which shaped Australian identity.
Students will examine the impact of refugees, Indigenous rights, U.S. influences, and
the Vietham War, alongside cultural shifts across the 50s, 60s, 70s, and 80s.

Assessment
Year ~ Unit  Assessment
9 1 Examination — combination response
2 Multimodal
3 Extended response - written analytical
4 Multimodal
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Health and Physical Education

Health and Physical Education enables students to develop skills, understanding and willingness to
positively influence the health and wellbeing of themselves and their communities. In an increasingly
complex, sedentary and rapidly changing world, it is critical for every young Australian to flourish as a
healthy, safe, active and informed citizen. It is essential that young people develop their ability to respond
to new health issues and evolving physical activity options.

Integral to Health and Physical Education is the acquisition and application of movement skills, concepts
and strategies across a range of physical activity contexts. This enables students to participate confidently
and competently when moving. Movement is a powerful medium for learning through which students can
acquire and practise personal, social and cognitive skills. When learning in movement contexts, students
gain skills, understanding and dispositions that support lifelong physical activity participation and
enhanced movement performance.

Aims
Health and Physical Education aims to enable students to:

= access, evaluate and synthesise information to make informed choices and act to enhance and
advocate for their own and others’ health, wellbeing, safety and physical activity participation

= develop and use personal, social and cognitive skills and strategies to promote self-identity and
wellbeing, and to build and manage respectful relationships

= acquire, apply and evaluate movement skills, concepts and strategies to respond confidently,
competently and creatively in various physical activity settings

= engage in and create opportunities for regular physical activity participation as individuals and
for the communities to which they belong

= analyse how varied and changing personal and contextual factors shape opportunities for health
and physical activity.
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Health and Physical Education

Course organisation
Year Unit Theory Practical

8 1 Influence Water polo
This unit focuses exploring topics such as nutrition and gender roles to
examine the influence of others on attitudes, beliefs, decisions, and
behaviours.

2 Safe choices Badminton
This unit focuses on safe choice strategies related to the use of alcohol
and e-cigarettes (vapes). Students will examine risk-taking behaviour
and suggest strategies for dealing with situations linked to substance
abuse.

3 Connections Aerobic
This unit will explore the notion of identity and the importance of self- gymnastics
identity to wellbeing. Students will examine respectful relationships and
develop an understanding of role culture with these relationships.

4 Fitness in the community Fitness
This unit will explore how physical activity and fithess foster connections | activities
within their communities and lead to improved health outcomes.

9 1 Leadership: Invasion
This unit will explore concepts such as fair play, teamwork, and the games
impact of ethical behaviour on group outcomes, students will deepen
their understanding of how their actions influence both individual and
collective success.

2 Being safe:

This unit focuses on harms associated with the use of illicit drugs.
Students will examine scenarios and propose strategies to effectively
reduce harm

3 Relationships, consent and sexual health: Volleyball
This unit explores the understanding of consent, respectful
relationships, and sexual health, empowering students to make
informed decisions and foster positive interactions.

4 Optimising potential: Lifesaving
This unit explores concepts covered in Years 7 — 9 that can be utilised to
optimise overall health outcomes.

Assessment
Year =~ Unit  Assessment
8 1 Examination
2 Performance
3 Investigation
4 Examination
e ..
9 1 Investigation
2 Examination
3 Performance
4 Project
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Elective Subjects

Economics & Business

Economics and Business develops the knowledge, understanding and skills that will equip students to
shape their social and economic futures. It also aids in the development of prosperous, sustainable and
equitable Australian and global economies. Through studying economics and business, students learn to
make informed decisions and to appreciate the effects of these decisions on individuals, businesses, and
environmental and social systems.

Thinking about and responding to contemporary economic and business issues requires an
understanding of resource allocation and economic decision-making, the operation of the business
environment, the ways entrepreneurs create solutions, the nature and future of work, and the factors
influencing decision-making in consumer and financial contexts.

Aims

Economics and Business aims to ensure students develop:

= knowledge and understanding of the nature and operation of the work and business
environments within the Australian economy, and factors influencing decision-making,
their impacts and appropriate responses

= an understanding of the concepts of resource allocation and economic decision-making,
the business environment, entrepreneurship, work and work futures, and consumer and
financial literacy

= a sense of what it is to participate in the economy, contribute to work and business
environments, and make informed decisions in relation to contemporary issues drawn from
local, national, Asian and global contexts

= an appreciation of economic and business issues affecting contemporary Australian
society, an understanding of how Australia and Asia are interdependent through economic
and business connections, and consideration of sustainable patterns of living

= skills to engage in inquiries, including questioning and researching, interpreting and
analysing, decision-making, and communicating

= capabilities to engage in everyday life, including critical and creative thinking, ethical
understanding, and personal and social competence.

Page 22 of 40



2026 Subject Guide - Years 8 & 9

Economics & Business

Course organisation

Year Unit Overview

8 1 | Opportunities and entrepreneurs:

This unit explores how entrepreneurs identify opportunities, navigate challenges, and
drive change, examining the role of innovation, adaptability, and strategic thinking in
shaping success.

2 | Business decision making:

This unit explores how businesses navigate risks, assess opportunities, and make
strategic choices to achieve success.

3 | Life lessons: budgeting and tax for teenagers:

This unit introduces financial basics to help teenagers manage money wisely, covering
budgeting, saving, and understanding tax in everyday life.

9 1 | Introduction to business:

This unit explores core business principles, introducing concepts like entrepreneurship,
decision-making, and market dynamics to build a strong foundation for understanding
how businesses operate.

2 | Business Brands:

This unit explores how brands develop, adapt, and influence markets over time,
examining key shifts in identity, strategy, and consumer perceptions.

3 | The business of being a consumer:

This unit explores how consumers engage with businesses, examining spending habits,
marketing influence, and basic consumer rights in everyday transactions.

4 | Wearable wonders:

This unit guides students through product design, branding, and market strategy, as
they create and promote 3D-printed earrings. They will explore consumer appeal,
pricing models, and promotional techniques, developing hands-on business experience
through real-world application.

Assessment

Year =~ Unit  Assessment

8 1 Multimodal
2 Investigation
3 Examination

9 1 Investigation
2 Project
3 Examination
4 Project

Page 23 of 40



2026 Subject Guide - Years 8 & 9

Geography (Year 9 only)

In a world of increasing global integration and international mobility, it is critical to sustainability and
human wellbeing that young Australians develop a holistic understanding of the world. This requires deep
knowledge and understanding of why the world is the way it is and the interconnections between people,
places and environments over time.

Alms
Geography aims to ensure that students develop:

= a sense of wonder and curiosity about, and respect for, places, people, cultures and
environments throughout the world

= adeep geographical knowledge of their own locality, Australia, the countries of Asia and the world

= the ability to inquire and think geographically, using the geographical concepts of place, space,
environment, scale, change, interconnections and sustainability

= the capacity to be competent, critical and creative users of geographical methods and skills,
including questioning and researching, interpreting and analysing, concluding and decision-
making, and communicating effectively

= an appreciation for the nature of geographical phenomena and challenges, and their impact on
people's lives, places and environments

= capabilities to engage in everyday life, including critical and creative thinking, ethical
understanding and intercultural understanding.

Course organisation
Year = Unit | Overview
9 1 Interconnection and human wellbeing:

This unit examines how global connections shape human wellbeing, exploring
the links between health, trade, migration, and international dynamics.
Students will analyse how economic, social, and political factors influence
community health and development, using measures like the Human
Development Index to assess global disparities.

2 Biomes and food insecurity:

This unit examines the role of biomes in food production and the factors
contributing to global food insecurity. Students will explore how economic,
political, and climatic challenges shape access to food and sustainability.

3 Coastal processes - human impacts on Nudgee Beach:

This unit examines how human activity affects coastal habitats, focusing on
erosion, climate change, and sustainable solutions. Students will analyse the
environmental challenges facing Nudgee Beach, exploring the balance
between conservation and human impact.

Year =~ Unit  Assessment
9 1 Investigation - report
2 Examination - combination response
3 Multimodal

Page 24 of 40



2026 Subject Guide - Years 8 & 9

French

French has been taught in Australian schools and universities since the 1880s. It is a major world
language, spoken as the first language in more than 2 dozen countries on 5 continents, and as an official
language in many countries. First language speakers include the inhabitants of mainland France,
territorial communities of New Caledonia and French Polynesia, the Wallis and Futuna lIslands, the
majority of the inhabitants of Québec, and significant communities in Europe and Africa. French is an
official working language in several international organisations.

Aims

The 3 interrelated aims of Languages are to develop knowledge, understanding and skills to ensure
students:

= develop linguistic competence

= understand language and culture, and their relationship, and thereby develop an intercultural
capability in communication

= understand themselves as communicators.

Course organisation

Year Unit Overview

8 1 | Myfamilyand |

= identify and talk about themselves, family members and give age
= |earn to express possession

2 | Describing others and pets

= describe people and animals - physical characteristics and personality
= use descriptive phrases and adjectives, particularly colours

= express likes, dislikes and preferences

3 | Food and celebrations

= talk about meals

= |earn days, dates

= explore horoscopes

4 | House and home

= describe their house

= |earn how different types of accommodation affect lifestyle

9 1 | School life

= talk about the differences between their school and schools in France

= explore schools in other French-speaking countries

2 | Leisure

= express their interests and state how often they do these activities

= discuss the differences between popular leisure activities in the Francophone
world and their own

3 | Outand about

= navigate an unfamiliar environment including features of French towns

= askand give directions

= make arrangements, define locations and say what town and country they live
in

= talk about what they can, must or want to do

4 | Transport and sightseeing

= |earn how to use public transport and get around town

= purchase products and services
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French
Assessment
Year ~ Unit  Assessment
8 1 Short response
2 Examination
3 Extended response
4 Examination
9 1 Short response
2 Examination
3 Extended response
4 Examination
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Japanese

Japanese has been taught in Australia for more than 100 years, significantly as a second or additional
language. It is the official language of Japan and widely used by communities of speakers in Hawaii, Peru
and Brazil. Large numbers of students in the Republic of Korea, China, Indonesia and Australia learn
Japanese as an additional language.

Australia has a significant number of Japanese national residents and Japanese culture influences many
areas of contemporary Australian society, including the arts, design, technology, fashion, popular culture
and cuisine.

Australia is a close strategic and economic partner of Japan, and there is ongoing exchange between the
2 countries in the areas of education, trade, diplomacy and tourism. Japan is an important nation within
Asia and a significant contributor to economic, political and diplomatic relations in the regjon.

Aims

The 3 interrelated aims of Languages are to develop knowledge, understanding and skills to ensure
students:

= develop linguistic competence

= understand language and culture, and their relationship, and thereby develop an intercultural
capability in communication

= understand themselves as communicators.
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Japanese
Course organisation
8 1 | Allabout me
= Introduce yourself using gestures
= Talk about likes and dislikes
= Express nationality, age and phone number
= Introduce and describe your friends
2 | Family
= Describe family members
= State where you live
= Describe your city or town
= Ask for and gjive information about places and discuss life in the city and
countryside
3 | My week
= Acquire vocabulary regarding days of the week and nouns related to sports and
leisure activities
= Learn about the concept of major extracurricular activities in Japan
= Express your activities/events using several affirmative and negative masu-
forms of verbs related to school and after school life, together with days of the
week.
4 | Dining out
= Ask and give a price
= Orderfood and eat at Japanese restaurants and other types of restaurants in
Japan, using common eating manners and culturally appropriate speech
expressions and gestures including the ways of starting/finishing a meal
= Understand the ways of thinking towards food presentation in Japan
9 1 | Daily routine
= askand tell the time
= talk about your daily routine including school and outside school life
= talk about year levels
= talk about school timetable and the subjects you like and dislike.
2 | Special events and hobbies
= talk about seasons, months, dates
= discuss an event that you have planned on a certain date
= discuss types of transportation to get places
= talk about locations for hobbies/activities
3 | Physical appearances and festivals
= describe people’s physical appearance, personality and abilities
= explore anime and manga
= talk about gifts you received for your birthday
= discuss things you did on a special occasion.
4 | Where are you from?

= have a conversation about past events

= ask and respond about memories, when you did something for the first time,
including age.

= discuss in more depth your own nationalities, birthplaces and where you grew
up

= talk about the languages you and others speak
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Japanese
Assessment
Year ~ Unit  Assessment
8 1 Short response
2 Examination
3 Extended response
4 Examination
9 1 Short response
2 Examination
3 Extended response
4 Examination
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Design Technology

In an increasingly technological and complex world, we need citizens with the knowledge and confidence
to analyse and creatively respond to design opportunities and challenges including for a circular economy.
Knowledge, understanding and skills involved in the design, development and use of technologies are
influenced by and can play a role in enriching and transforming societies and our natural, managed and
constructed environments.

Design and Technologies enables students to become creative and responsive designers. When
students consider ethical, legal, aesthetic and functional factors and the economic, environmental and
social impacts of technological change, and how the choice and use of technologies contributes to a
sustainable future, they are developing the knowledge, understanding and skills to become discerning
decision-makers.

Aims

Design and Technologies aims to develop the knowledge, understanding and skills to ensure that,
individually and collaboratively, students:

= develop confidence as critical users of technologies and designers and producers of
designed solutions

= investigate, generate, iterate and analyse ethical and innovative designed solutions for
sustainable futures

= use design and systems thinking to generate design ideas and communicate these to a
range of audiences

= produce designed solutions suitable for a range of technologies contexts by selecting and
manipulating a range of tools, equipment, materials, systems and components creatively,
competently and safely; and managing processes

= evaluate processes and designed solutions and transfer knowledge and skills to new
situations

= understand the roles and responsibilities of people in design and technologies occupations
and how they contribute to society.

Course organisation
Year = Unit | Overview

8 1 Designer cushions
2 Who came first?
3 The Pizza Challenge
4 Breakfast Bites

9 1 Basics to Brilliance
2 Around the world
3 Heavenly PJ's
4 Fashion Design
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Design Technology
Assessment
Year ~ Unit  Assessment
8 1 Project
2 Project
3 Project
4 Project
9 1 Project
2 Project
3 Project
4 Project
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Digital Technology

In a world that is increasingly digitised and automated, it is critical to the strength and sustainability of the
economy, the environment and society that digjtal solutions are purposefully designed to include user
empowerment, autonomy and accountability. With this, emerging technologies also present
transformative opportunities to address the circular economy through the reduce, re-use, recycle process.
This requires deep knowledge and understanding of digital systems (a component of an information
system) and how to manage risks. Digjtal systems such as mobile and desktop devices and networks are
transforming learning, recreational activities, home life and work. Digjtal systems support new ways of
collaborating and communicating and require skills such as computational and systems thinking. These
technologies are an essential problem-solving toolset in our knowledge-based society.

Aims

Digjtal Technologies aims to develop the knowledge, understanding and skills to ensure that, individually
and collaboratively, students:

= use design thinking to design, create, manage and evaluate sustainable and innovative digital
solutions to meet and redefine current and future needs

= use computational thinking (abstraction; data collection, representation and interpretation;
specification; algorithms; and implementation) to create digjtal solutions

= confidently use digital systems to efficiently and effectively automate the transformation of data
into information and to creatively communicate ideas in a range of settings

= apply protocols and legal practices that support the ethical collection and generation of data
through automated and non-automated processes and participate in safe and respectful
communications and collaboration with audiences

= apply systems thinking to monitor, analyse, predict and shape the interactions within and
between information systems and the impact of these systems on individuals, societies,
economies and environments.

Course organisation
Year =~ Unit  Overview

8 1 The Amazing Race
2
3 Mario madness
4 Can we dance?

9 1 Virtual reality
2 Music Player
3 Text adventure games
4 3D design

Assessment
Year =~ Unit  Assessment

8 1 Project
2 Project
3 Project
4 Project

9 1 Project
2 Project
3 Project
4 Project
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Visual art contributes to the field of art, craft and design. Learning in, through and about these fields,
students engage critically using creative processes and artistic practices to communicate and make
meaning.,

Investigating artworks and practices prepares students to respectfully recognise, articulate and
acknowledge artistic and cultural influences. In exploring how, why, where and for whom artists,
craftspeople and designers produce artworks, students recoghise and appreciate the tensions,
complexities and significance of visual arts histories, theories and practices.

Aims

Art aims to develop students:

conceptual and perceptual ideas and representations through design and inquiry
processes

knowledge and skills in using visual conventions, visual arts processes and materials
critical and creative thinking skills through engagement with and development of visual
arts practice

respect for and acknowledgement of the diverse roles, innovations, traditions, histories
and cultures of artists, craftspeople and designers; visual arts as social and cultural
practices; and industry as artists and audiences

confidence, curiosity, imagination and enjoyment

personal expression through engagement with visual arts practice and ways of
representing and communicating

Course organisation

Year Unit Overview

8

1 | Whoam I? - personal context
Ceramic sculpture: Symbolic self-portrait combining significant personally meaningful
objects influenced by popular culture

2 | Whatam I? - cultural context
Painting self-portrait with Renaissance influence

3 | Where am |? - formal context
A fantasy place based on a real place or object.
Photography, digital manipulation, collage, 3D model or animation sequence

1 | Forces of nature:
Based on object in nature using Lino technigque, 3D cut outs, collage, colouring

2 | Signs and symbols:
Ceramics Sculpture. Clay House that internally and externally symbolically
represents interests, ambitions, personality, etc

3 | Layered realities:

Making drawing from a still life with an environmental focus

Folio of experimental and resolved drawings exploring line, colour, texture, tonal
value and collage
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Art
Assessment
Year ~ Unit  Assessment
8 1 Project
2 Project
Examination - extended response
3 Project
9 1 Project
Examination - extended response
2 Project
3 Project
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Dance

In Dance, students individually and collaboratively choreograph, rehearse, perform and respond as they
engage with dance practice and practitioners in their own and others’ cultures and communities.
Students use the elements of dance to explore and practise choreographic, technical and expressive
skills for choreography and performance. Through these practices, students examine dance from diverse
viewpoints to build their knowledge and understanding of dance, movement and the body. They respond
to their own and others’ dances using physical and verbal communication to recoghise and represent
ideas, thoughts and feelings. Active participation as dancers, choreographers and audiences promotes
positive artistic, creative, cognitive, aesthetic and cultural benefits that can impact students’ lifelong
health, wellbeing and social inclusion

Aims
Dance aims to develop students:

= body awareness and technical and expressive skills to communicate through movement
confidently, creatively and intelligently

= choreographic and performance skills, and skills for responding to their own and others’
dances

= aesthetic, artistic and cultural understanding of dance in past and contemporary contexts
as choreographers, performers and audiences

= respect for and knowledge of the diverse purposes, traditions, histories and cultures of
dance as active participants and informed audiences.
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Dance

Course organisation

Year Unit Overview

8 1 | Dance is meaningful

= Elements of dance

=  Choreographic devices including motif, canon, contrast, repetition,
accumulation, unison.

=  Creating meaningful movement in the contemporary genre.

= Contemporary technique.

= Choreographic tools.

2 | Dance is popular

= Dance concepts and skills

=  Responding - description, interpretation

3 | Dance is connection

= Liturgical dance

= Liturgy performance

= Choreographing liturgical dance

= Dance to connect with culture, identity and community

Adapting dance for different populations

9 1 | Dance is social

= History of social dance from the 1800’s to today.

= |nvestigate styles such the Waltz, Charleston, Gogo dancing, breakdancing,
disco, jive.

2 | Danceis global

= Various folk and ritual dances from locations across the globe including: the
Pacific Islands, Ireland, Africa, Argentina, Dominican Republic, Australia, China,
Korea.

3 | Dance is educational

= Dance as a vehicle to educate young children (ie: High 5, The Wiggles)

=  Choreography and performance skills for an audience of local primary school

children.
Assessment
Year =~ Unit  Assessment
8 1 Project
2 Examination - short response
3 Performance
9 1 Project
2 Performance
3 Examination — extended response
4 Project
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Drama

At its core, drama is about taking on roles and “standing in the shoes” of another and imagining and
communicating with the world through different perspectives. Taking on roles involves an act of the
imagination that relies on a learner’s ability to empathise and understand others. Actively taking on roles
in a range of contexts, situations, and across different times and places fosters students’ development
of personal, cultural and social understandings as they imagine, empathise and communicate through
deep experiential learning. Drama is a powerful form of communication involving affective, sensory and
aesthetic modes.

In Drama, students work individually and collaboratively as artists and audiences to create, perform and
respond to drama. It is an active, embodied and aesthetically rich subject that engages students
cognitively and affectively as they learn in, through and about drama.

Aims

Drama aims to develop students:

= confidence and self-esteem to explore, depict and celebrate human experience, take risks
and challenge their own creativity through drama

= knowledge and understanding in controlling, applying and analysing the elements,
processes, forms, styles and techniques of drama to engage audiences and create
meaning

= sense of curiosity, aesthetic knowledge, enjoyment and achievement through exploring
and playing roles, and imagining situations, actions and ideas as drama makers and
audiences

= knowledge and understanding of traditional and contemporary drama as critical and active
participants and audiences.

Course organisation

Year Unit Overview

8 1 | Physical storytelling

=  Physical characteristics of storytelling — from masked characters to physical
theatre

= Devise a physical theatre piece to develop a narrative using the convention of
puppetry and object theatre

2 | What makes me laugh

= Improvisation — Theatresports and improvisation games

=  Devised Drama - melodrama (comedy)

3 | Playing someone else for real

= Australian Realism - interpreting script House on Fire

9 1 | First Nations storytelling

=  Celebrating story

= Narrative

= Ritual and physical theatre/ First Nations storytelling

2 | Comedy in contemporary context

=  Exploring contemporary characters using Commedia del Arte stereotypes in
modern context

3 | Contemporary performance using text

= Working with contemporary performance conventions and text - Stories in the
dark
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Drama
Assessment
Year ~ Unit  Assessment
8 1 Examination - extended response
Performance
2 Performance
3 Performance
9 1 Examination - extended response
Performance
2 Performance
3 Performance

Page 38 of 40



2026 Subject Guide - Years 8 & 9

Music

Music has the capacity to motivate, inspire and enrich the lives of all students. Students participate in
music learning individually and collectively as listeners, composers and performers. Music learning is
embodied learning. It has a significant and unique impact on the creative, sensorimotor, cognitive,
emotional, sociocultural and personal competencies of students.

As independent and collaborative learners, students integrate listening, composing and performing
activities, using established and emerging technologjies. Music learning enhances students’ capacity to
perceive and understand musical concepts, and to recognise music’s contribution in shaping their identity
and their ability to explore personal, local and global issues and ideas. Through the study of music,
students increasingly value the power of music in its ability to transform the heart, soul, mind and spirit
of individuals and communities. Reimburse

Aims
Music aims to develop students:

= confidence to be creative, innovative, thoughtful, skilful and informed musicians

=  knowledge and skills for listening with intent and purpose, composing and performing

= aesthetic knowledge and respect for music and music practices across global communities,
cultures and musical traditions

Course organisation

Year Unit Overview
8 1 | Imagine and Express
= Vocal skills, and group performance skills
2 | Soundscape
= Drums and keyboard percussion, and using recording software
3 | Origins of Rock
=  Syncopation and Pentatony, and small group performance skills

9 1 | Bluesand Jazz
= Blues songs and Jazz standards
2 | BeaRock Star

= Rock Band performance project
Guitar, Bass Guitar and Keyboard skills
3 | Rock/Pop/Rap
= Popular songwriting skills
= Looping and recording software

|
@
=

Year Unit Assessment

8 1 Performance
2 Composition
3 Performance

9 1 | Composition

2 Performance

3 Composition / Performance
Skills in writing about music (responding) under examination conditions will not be formally assessed, but
in-class practice exams will take place.
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Inclusive Learning

Bridging Mathematics Program (Year 8 only)

The Bridging Mathematics Program is an elective subject offered by invitation to selected students in Year
8 who need further assistance to develop their mathematical skills and understandings to keep up with
the demands of the ACARA Mathematics curriculum. This academic support program offers students
additional assistance with the mathematics program being studied at school by staff who work closely
with the student's own mathematics teachers. This support is given during timetabled lessons in a small
group environment with the support of specialist staff. Our aim to build confidence by making
Mathematics accessible to all students.

Aims

Students will cover the content being taught in their regular Mathematics classroom with additional
emphasis on developing a solid understanding of the foundational mathematics concepts that underpin
current topics. Emphasis is placed on bridging the gap between prior learning and its application in the
current year level context.

Course organisation

The Bridging Mathematics Program is tailored to meet the unique needs of middle school students who
are at a crucial stage of their academic growth. During this time, solid foundations in mathematics are
being established, therefore a solid grasp of core understandings is critical. Building confidence in their
own mathematical abilities and fostering a positive mindset towards mathematics is key to unlocking
their future potential in this subject. To do this, learning in this subject closely follows the Year 8
mathematics course.

Learning occurs:

= through a combination of interactive lessons, hands-on activities, and engaging problem-solving
exercises

= through systematic and explicit instruction and revision of core mathematical concepts using a
multi-sensory approach

= via a framework that provides a measure of independence but at the same time assists the
learner to complete core class activities

= by providing appropriate strategies to address individual learning requirements in mathematics,
individually paced for the student’s own needs

= through appropriately differentiated tasks that allow students to show what they know and can
do using their strengths

= by receiving regular feedback on learning progress with the re-teaching of skills as necessary

Assessment

There is no formal assessment for this subject.
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