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St Patrick’s College Mackay acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the 
land on which we gather and learn, The YUWI People.

As a vibrant and inclusive school community, we honour and celebrate the 
rich diversity of cultures that shape us. Together, we strive to build a 

respectful and harmonious environment, guided by our shared 
values and the spirit of unity.

We pay our respects to the YUWI People’s enduring connection to land, 
sea, and waterways. We honour Elders past and present, and look with 

hope to the emerging leaders of tomorrow, united in spirit, 
one in faith and held in the embrace of God’s love.

Acknowledgement of Country



God, our Father,
Creator of all good things

in the world and within our college community:
We thank you for the gift of this day,

for our families and friends
and for this safe place to learn and grow.

We ask You to bless all who teach and learn.
Through your Holy Spirit,

guide us as we grow in faith and love
and give us the courage to be more like Your Son.

We ask this, in Jesus’ name
Amen.

Prayer for Our Community



Importance of Subject Selection

• Allows students to try new subjects
• Encourages students to specialise in what 

they enjoy and are good at
• Creates independence with their learning
• Develops decision-making ability needed 

for when it counts in senior



Senior Pathways
There is a Pathway for everyone, regardless of academic ability!!

• Senior is divided into two distinct 
pathways - ATAR and Blended (VET)

• Junior subject selection is designed to 
prepare students in the best way for 
Senior

• In Year 10, students and families will be 
guided extensively through this process



ATAR Pathways - An Overview

• ATAR  - Australian Tertiary Admission Rank
• For placement in Universities in the first 

year post school
• Is a ranking across all ATAR eligible 

students in Qld
• 99.95 is the highest - is the top 0.05% of 

students. Decreases in 0.05 increments



ATAR Eligibility

• To get a good ATAR, you must choose at 
least 5 General Subjects. Maximum is 6, 
but the best 5 will count

• As scaling can impact a result,  a student 
must get as high results as possible - B’s at 
a minimum

• Best way to achieve this is to develop 
strong study and work habits now



A Blended Pathway

• A Blended pathway is a combination of General 
Subject, Applied Subject and a VET course

• A VET course (Certificate III) will give an ATAR 
Conversion Rank of approximately 68 which 
will allow entry to many courses in QLD

• A VET qualification will also open many 
avenues of employment



Example of an ATAR course

• Study of Religion/Religion and Ethics
• General Maths
• General English
• Physics
• Biology
• Modern History



Example of  Blended Course

• Religion and Ethics
• General Maths
• Essential English
• Cert III in Business/Certificate II Tourism
• Sport and Recreation
• Visual Art in Practice



How to choose a Senior Pathway

• Explore career options in our Year 9 and 
10 Careers Program

• Try a career in our Work Placement 
program

• Three main factors should determine your 
pathway….



The Big 3 Factors!

• What do I need?
(A high ATAR? A VET qualification? 

A great report card?)

• What am I good at?

• What do I enjoy



Year 9 Subject Selections

• Current Year 8’s will choose 2 “electives” 
for Year 9 Semester 1 and 3 for Semester 2

• Choose subjects that interest you, not 
what your friends are doing!

• Consider a variety across Languages, Arts, 
Technology and Humanities



Why study a Language?

• We offer French and Japanese and 
potentially Auslan

• Become engaged in another culture
• Activate parts of your brain you didn’t 

know you had!
• Great opportunities for future careers and 

travel
• Potential overseas trips for these students



Why study the Arts?

• Unleash your creative potential through 
Dance, Drama, Visual Art, Media and 
Music

• Develop your production and performance 
skills

• Gain confidence through Artistic 
expression



Why study Humanities?

• Learn about the World and how to create 
a sustainable future

• Explore histories of countries, systems of 
government, economies and geographical 
features

• Leads to careers in Business, Law, 
Economics, Politics, Journalism to name a 
few



Humanities (continued)

Year 9’s will have the opportunity to go on a 
Humanities tour in 2026.

All students study History in Semester 1. 
Priority will be given to those students who 
study more than one Humanities subject.



Why study Technology?

• Choose from Wood, Metal, Home Ec, 
Robotics, Computer Coding, Graphics

• Suits hand on learners
• Develop problem solving skills that are key 

for future work requirements
• Design, construct and produce products 



More than just Health and PE..

• Develop healthy lifestyles and participate 
in sporting activity

• For those who play a sport, consider an 
Excellence program in Soccer (Futsal), 
Netball, Rugby League, Basketball, Touch 
and Cricket

• There is a HPE class for everyone!



The Big 4…
• These four are VERY important
• Maths - good results now will open doors later
• English - compulsory for every university AND 

workplace
• Science - vital for a range of university 

pathways and occupations, and
• Religion - is at the core of who we are and  

what we do



Year 10 Subject Selection

• Time to prepare for Senior
• Semester 1 is relatively generic - Religion, 

Maths, Science and Religion are still Core 
Subjects

• Semester 2 should be preparing for Senior
• Good results in Maths, English and Science 

are essential to have an ATAR course as an 
option



How we prepare for Senior Subject 
Selections

• Careers Program in Years 9 and 10
• Introduction to Senior Schooling Evening 

in Term 2
• Careers Expo day in Term 2 and SET 

Planning
• Senior Subject Selection Evening
• Senior Subject Interviews



How best to prepare for 
success!!

• Regular homework and study
• Develop your writing skills! Submit drafts 

and act on feedback
• Be at school, you can’t learn from home
• Friendships are important, but learning is 

the key to your future. Don’t be 
distracted!



Tracey McLeod



Semester 1
Religion
English

Mathematics
Science

Humanities 
HPE

Language
Technology (Digital or Design)

Subjects -Year 8 

Semester 2
Religion
English

Mathematics
Science

Humanities
HPE

Language
The Arts (Not the same subject you 

studied this year)



HPE Subjects -Year 8

Semester 1
Health and Physical Education 

Excellence in Netball
Excellence in Rugby League
Excellence in Soccer

Semester 2
Health and Physical Education 

Excellence in Basketball
Excellence in Touch Football
Excellence in Cricket

If wanting to do an excellence unit, please complete the request form for 
excellence. Once this has been approved your HPE subject will be changed to the 

Excellence Unit 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Discuss that application forms will be available from your HPE teachers in the next week. 



Subjects -Year 8
Languages

French
Japanese

The Arts
Art, Music, Drama, Dance
and Media 

Technology – Design 
Manual Arts
Food and Textiles 

Technology – Digital
Computers
Robotics



Semester 1
Religion
English
Maths

Science
History

+2 electives 

Semester 2
Religion
English
Maths

Science
+ 3 electives 

Subjects -Year 9 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Subjects you must study in semester 1 and semester 2





HPE
PE – Indoor Games (S1)
PE – Leisure Activities (S1)
PE - Sport-A-Rama (S2)
PE - Recreation Pursuits (S2)

Humanities
Geography (S2)
Civics (S2)
Economics & Business (S2)
History

Elective Subjects -Year 9 

Languages
French
Japanese

The Arts
Art, Music, Drama, Dance
and Media 

Technology
Computers, Graphics, Metal, 
Wood, Robotics, Food and 
Textiles 



HPE Subjects -Year 9

Semester 1
Indoor Games

Leisure Activities

Excellence in Netball
Excellence in Rugby League
Excellence in Soccer

Semester 2
Sport-A-Rama 

Recreation Pursuits

Excellence in Basketball
Excellence in Touch Football
Excellence in Cricket

If wanting to do an excellence unit, please select a HPE above and complete the 
request form for excellence. Once this has been approved your HPE subject will be 

changed to the Excellence Unit 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Discuss that application forms will be available from your HPE teachers in the next week. 



Subjects -Year 10
Semester 1 – Core subjects  (pick one of each)

Religion

English
Literacy
Essential English
English
Introduction to Literature

Mathematics

Numeracy

Essential Mathematics
Mathematics

Science



Subjects -Year 10
Semester 1 – Elective Subjects (select 3)

HPE

Sport Psych, Ethics and Integrity
Leisure Activities

Humanities
History
Geography
Civics (Legal Studies)
Economics and Business

Languages
Japanese 

French 

Technology
Computers, Robotics
Graphics, Metal, Wood, Design, 
Food, Textiles

The Arts
Art

Dance
Drama
Media

Music
Careers

Careers (includes work experience)



Subjects -Year 10
Semester 2 – Core subjects  (pick one of each)

Religion

English
Literacy
Essential English
English
Introduction to Literature

Mathematics

Numeracy

Essential Mathematics
Mathematics



Subjects -Year 10
Semester 2 – Elective Subjects (select 4)

Mathematics
Mathematical Methods

English
Love of Literature

Science
Investigating Science

Biology
Physics
Chemistry 

HPE

Sport Physio and Biomechanics
Sport and Recreation

Humanities
Ancient History, Modern History, 
Geography, Legal Studies, 
Business and Accounting, 
Business Studies and Tourism.

Languages

Japanese, French 

Technology
Computers, Robotics

Graphics, Metal, Wood, Design, 
Food, Food and Nutrition, Textiles

The Arts
Art, Dance, Drama, Media, Music

Careers
Careers (includes work experience)



HPE Subjects -Year 10
Semester 1

Sport Psychology, Ethics and Integrity
Leisure Activities

Excellence in Netball
Excellence in Rugby League
Excellence in Soccer

Semester 2
Sport Physiology and Biomechanics

Sport and Recreation

Excellence in Basketball
Excellence in Touch Football
Excellence in Cricket

If wanting to do an excellence unit, please select a HPE above and complete the 
request form for excellence. Once this has been approved your HPE subject will be 

changed to the Excellence Unit 



Inclusive Curriculum
Learning Support Lessons 
• Can only be selected by students who have been identified and 

approved by the Inclusive Curriculum team. 
• If approved, this will appear on your Web Preferences.
• The same applies to students who wish to choose Literacy or 

Numeracy instead of English and Mathematics.
• Inclusive curriculum staff have access to enter student preferences.

Off-line Study Lessons
• Can only be selected by students with school-based apprenticeships 

and traineeships.  



Web Preferences 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You will receive an email
Choose click here
There is also a link with a user name and password if needed
Click add new preferences
Select your study stream (it will be the only one visible to you)



Web Preferences 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Make sure you read instructions
Especially PUT SUBJECTS IN ORDER
Reserves are important
Click proceed




Web Preferences 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Type in your parent’s email (I do see the address, so will know if you’ve sent it to yourself) 
Sign it digitally
Click submit valid preferences
Make sure you’ve checked your selections
Click open print view and print a copy (you can download a PDF and save it if you don’t have a printer)



Important information 
• Must pick subjects for Semester 1 and 2 including reserves.
• You only get 3 chances to change your preferences.
• Parents must approve every submission.
• All of you will be given the opportunity to change your Semester 2 

choices in Term 2 next year.  
• No changes will be accepted from Year 8 and 9 students for 

Semester 2 after this. 
• Year 10 students can only submit subject change requests during 

their Year 11 subject selection interviews. 
• Selections need to be completed by Friday August 29. 



Dean Andric



To Sum Up



Case Management of Students



Don’t Fall Through the Cracks



Be Wise 



Be Wise 



College Prayer
Merciful God, who breathes life into our world,

Your love and compassion know no bounds.
Draw near to us, whatever our traditions and beliefs,

In times of sorrow and joy,
so that with our minds we may come to know your truth,

and with our hearts we may serve you above all and love our 
neighbours as ourselves.

Grant, O Lord, that all who come to St Patrick’s College will open 
their hearts to learn about you.

May our Catholic community help to bring your love into the world.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
St Pat’s is a catholic school first-that is what gives it its identity
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