
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The information in this publication was correct at the time of printing (July, 2026), however, is subject to change. Check the University website for the latest information. 

Career Tasters 2026
Career Tasters are free, and hands-on. Five days 
designed to give Year 10 students a real taste of 
vocational industries. Delivered by CQUniversity 
across Gladstone, Rockhampton, Emerald and 
Mackay, each Taster puts you in the driving seat of 
your future career. 

WHAT IS A CAREER TASTER? 

Each Career Taster is a non-accredited, five-day vocational 

immersion session. You will begin with safety inductions 

and career awareness activities before moving into 

practical, real-world projects. No prior experience is 

needed, just curiosity and enthusiasm. 

Who Can Participate? 

Career Tasters are open to students who are currently 

enrolled in Year 10 at a Queensland school (including 

Home Education and Special Assistance Schools), aged 15 

at the commencement of their chosen intake, and not 

currently enrolled in a Trade Taster or DTET-funded VETiS 

qualification or SAT. For eligibility details please visit 

cqu.edu.au/career-tasters. 

What Will You Receive? 

Upon successful completion, students will receive a 

CQUniversity Statement of Participation. Career Tasters are 

free for eligible students, and participants may enrol in up 

to two Tasters across available intakes. 

 

 

 

HANDS-ON, REAL-WORLD EXPERIENCE 

During your Career Taster, you won’t just sit in a classroom 

— you will get your hands dirty. From welding and 

programming robots to styling hair and caring for 

simulated patients, every activity is designed to mirror 

real industry practice. You will work alongside qualified 

TAFE educators and gain exposure to skills you can carry 

into your future study and career. 

Each Taster is carefully structured to introduce you to the 

industry, build practical understanding progressively 

throughout the week, and connect you with potential 

career and study pathways at the end of your Taster. 

Career Tasters is a joint initiative of the Australian 

Government and Queensland Government. 

Career Tasters run across multiple intakes throughout the 

year. Places are limited at each campus, so early 

application is encouraged. Students and parents can visit 

our cqu.edu.au/career-tasters for current intake dates and 

availability. 

HOW TO APPLY 

Applying is simple and takes only a few minutes. Create 

your free Unique Student Identifier (USI) at 

usi.gov.au, then complete the online application at 

cqu.edu.au/career-tasters and attach the mandatory 

signed Career Taster Authorisation Form. You will then 

receive a confirmation with everything you need to know 

before your first day. 
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The 7 Tasters 
 

CHOOSE YOUR ADVENTURE — 
PARTICIPATE IN UP TO TWO! 

Each Career Taster opens a window into a different 

industry. Read through the seven options below, and apply 

for the ones that spark your interest. Campuses and intake 

dates vary — check the website for details. 

NACC180276- HEALTH AND SUPPORT 
PRACTICES 

Step into the world of healthcare and community support. 

You will practise infection control procedures, safe patient 

handling, personal hygiene care and nutrition planning in 

realistic simulated scenarios. This Taster is ideal for anyone 

considering a career in aged care, disability support, 

nursing or individual support. 

Career pathways include: aged care worker, disability 

support officer, enrolled nurse, allied health assistant. 

NACC180277- EARLY YEARS AND 
EDUCATION SUPPORT 

Discover what it takes to educate and nurture young 

children. You will plan age-appropriate learning activities, 

observe simulated child development in action, and 

practise your skills through role-plays in a mock classroom 

and early childhood setting. Perfect for students who love 

working with kids and making a difference. 

Career pathways include: early childhood educator, teacher 

aide, education support worker. 

NACC180278- BUILDING FOUNDATIONS 

Get hands-on with the tools of the construction and 

plumbing trades. You will measure, cut and join materials 

to build a timber-framed bench, then assemble a copper 

sprinkler system. Learn about site safety, reading plans and 

working as part of a team on a real build project. 

Career pathways include: carpenter, plumber, construction 

worker, cabinetry, and more. 

NACC180279- AUTOMATION AND 

ELECTRONIC TECHNOLOGIES 

Explore the cutting edge of electronics and robotics. You 

will build and test circuits, solder electronic components 

and program Arduino-based robotic vehicles to complete 

real-world challenges. A must for future engineers, 

technicians and STEM innovators. 

Career pathways include: electronics technician, robotics 

engineer, automation specialist, electrical apprentice. 

 

 

 

 

 

NACC180280- MACHINING AND 
FABRICATION FUNDAMENTALS 

Discover the precision and skill behind metal fabrication 

and machining. Reassemble gearboxes, try your hand at 

MIG welding and learn to interpret technical engineering 

drawings. You will develop problem-solving skills and an 

appreciation for the engineering processes that underpin 

modern industry. 

Career pathways include: boilermaker, metal fabricator, 

fitter, CNC machinist. 

NACC180281- HEAVY VEHICLE SYSTEMS 
AND DIAGNOSTICS 

Go under the bonnet of vehicles and uncover how they 

work. Using multimeters, wiring boards and diagnostic 

equipment, you will identify engine components, trace 

electrical faults and develop the analytical mindset that 

drives careers in diesel mechanics, auto electrical and 

heavy vehicle trades. 

Career pathways include: diesel mechanic, auto electrician, 

heavy vehicle technician, fleet maintenance officer. 

NACC180282- HAIR AND BEAUTY SKILLS 

Unleash your creativity in the salon. You will try hair 

styling, braiding, blow-drying and makeup application, then 

step in front of the camera for a professional photography 

session to showcase your work. This Taster nurtures 

creativity, communication and client care skills for the 

beauty industry. 

Career pathways include: hairdresser, beauty therapist, 

makeup artist, salon manager, retail cosmetics consultant. 

 

FIND OUT MORE 

Visit cqu.edu.au/career-tasters 

Phone 13 27 86 

 

Jointly funded by: 

https://www.cqu.edu.au/study/tafe/career-tasters

