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Mosman Preparatory School

Child Safety Code of Conduct

Student Child Safety Code of Conduct
Introduction

With Christian faith as our foundation, we focus on developing and strengthening positive
relationships, honourable character, pursuit of excellence and commitment to contribute to the lives
of others. This creates a sense of belonging and self-identity that lays the foundations for academic,
physical, social, emotional, and spiritual development

Our School values and faith foundations are a lighthouse for our relationships and
learning. COMPASSION - EXCELLENCE - RESPECT - COURAGE - INTEGRITY

Statement of Commitment to Child Safety

All children and young people who come to Mosman Preparatory School have a right to feel and be
safe. We are committed to providing a child safe and child friendly environment, where children and
young people are safe and feel safe, and can actively participate in decisions that affect their lives.

We have zero tolerance for abuse and other harm and are committed to acting in students’ best
interests and keeping them safe from harm.

The School regards its child safety responsibilities with the utmost importance and as such, is
committed to providing the necessary resources to maintain a child safe culture and ensure
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compliance with all relevant child safe organisation and child protection laws and regulations.

Each member of the School community has a responsibility to understand the important and specific
role that they play individually and collectively to ensure that the wellbeing and safety of all students
is at the forefront of all that they do and every decision that they make.

Purpose and Objectives

The Education Act 1990 (NSW) sets out requirements for registration for non-government schools in
NSW, and includes a requirement to provide “a safe and supportive environment” for students. In its
Registration Manuals, the NSW Education Standards Authority’s (NESA) says that to meet this
requirement, the School must have and implement codes of conduct for members of the School
community with specific references to the rights and responsibilities of students and staff.

In addition, NSW Child Safe Standard 2 requires the School to ensure that children and young people
are made aware of their rights, including their right to be safe from harm, and that they are provided
with age-appropriate information about safe and respectful peer relationships.

At Mosman Preparatory School we recognise that effective learning can only occur in a secure
environment where the dignity, rights and responsibilities of others are known and respected and
where standards and rules are fairly and consistently applied.

The Student Child Safety Code of Conduct assists the School to meet these requirements. It has
been developed to clearly set out standards of behaviour related to child safety that students are
expected to abide by.

Scope

If you are enrolled as a student at the School, you must follow the Student Child Safety Code of
Conduct in this Policy.

It does not matter:

* how old you are
e whether you attend the School full-time, part-time or otherwise.

You must follow it whenever you are:
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* in a School environment (School environments include both physical and online environments,
as well as any place where School-related activities are occurring); or
e wearing your School uniform or can otherwise be identified as a School student.

Responsibilities

Roles and responsibilities relevant to the School's Code of Conduct are set out in the Child Safe

Policy.
In addition:

e the Deputy Head Pastoral Care is responsible for developing and consulting with students
about the Student Code of Conduct

» the School's Chaplain and School Counsellors are responsible for helping students to
understand and comply with the Code of Conduct.

Policy
Mosman Church of England Preparatory School's Values

You must uphold the School'’s values. They are:

e Excellence
e Compassion
e Respect

e Courage

* Integrity

Students’ Rights

You have the right to:

e reach your full learning potential in a safe and supportive environment
e be safe

* be treated with respect, courtesy and kindness

e be an active part of and contribute positively to the community

* be treated fairly and justly

e have your human rights, and other legal rights respected
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Students’ Responsibilities

You must:
» follow other School rules and relevant policies, as well as the directions of teachers

DO:

upload the School'’s values in the way you conduct yourself at the School and in the community
e enable others to learn in a safe and supportive environment

» follow School policies, procedures and the directions of teachers at all times

e treat others with respect, courtesy and kindness

e represent the School well in the community

e accept and consider the consequences of your actions

e respect the human rights and legal rights of others

DO NOT:
e engage in conduct that would be considered bullying or harassment
Procedures

Consulting with Students About the Student Child Safety Code of Conduct

The School uses a variety of strategies to consult with students when developing and reviewing the
Student Child Safety Code of Conduct. These may include surveys, discussion groups, consultation
with the student representative body or other means.

For more information, refer to Student Participation and Empowerment (Child Safety) Policy and
Procedures and Regular Reviews and Continuous Improvement (Child Safety)_Policy and Procedures.

Raising Concerns About Safety

If you are concerned that a child, young person or student aged 18 or over is in immediate danger,
call the Police on 000.

Any person, including students, can at any time contact DCJ if they have reasonable grounds to
suspect that a child or young person (aged under 18), or a class of children or young persons, is at
risk of significant harm (Non-Mandatory Reports).
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You can make a Non-Mandatory Report by calling the Child Protection Helpline on 132 111 or 1800
212 936 (24 hours a day, seven days a week).

If you are concerned about your safety, or the behaviour of others, it's important that you tell a
trusted adult. This could be a parent or carer, a trusted teacher or a School Child Protection Officer.

Our Staff are committed to ensuring that all students feel empowered to speak up and be heard.
Staff will take your concerns seriously. They will also ensure that you receive ongoing support.

The School provides all students with information about and encourages them to use multiple
pathways to raise child safety concerns about or at the School, including concerns about the
behaviour of other students.

You can raise concerns informally or formally or through external child advocacy or child safety
organisations.

A child-friendly version of the Reporting Obligations and Complaints Management (Child Safety)

Policy and Procedures, which explains the different pathways, is available Child-friendly Edition of
our Child Protection Policy.

Implementation

The Student Child Safety Code of Conduct is:
on the School's website, and in classrooms

The School provides a child-friendly version of the Student Child Safety Code of Conduct, found on
the School's website, to all students.

Breaches

If you breach the Student Child Safety Code of Conduct, or other School rules or policies, the School
will follow the Behaviour policy and may discipline you, but it will also support you to address
behaviours that are not in line with the Code and to mitigate any underlying factors.

Definitions

Definitions of particular terms used in the Student Child Safety Code of Conduct Policy and
Procedures can be found in Child SafetyProgram Definitions.
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Source of Obligation

e Education Act 1990 (NSW)
 Children’s Guardian Act 2019 (NSW)
¢ NSW Child Safe Standards, Standard 1

Related Policies and Procedures

e Child Safe Policy
¢ Code of Conduct Policy and Procedures

 Staff and Student Professional Boundaries Policy
* Reporting Obligations and Complaints Management (Child Safety)_Policy and Procedures

» Risk Management (Child Safety) Policy and Procedures

e Compliance, Review and Improvement (Child Safety)_Policies and Procedures

e Behaviour policy

e Student Duty of Care Program

Related Forms and Documents

e Child-friendly version of the Child Safe Policy and Procedures

References

e NSW Education Standards Authority, Registration Manuals
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