
Child Safe Program

Executive Summary

If you are concerned that a student, of any age, is in immediate danger, call the Police on 000.

If you believe or suspect that a student aged under 18 is being, has been, or is at risk of being

subjected to any form of abuse or other harm, contact the Department of Communities and Justice

(DCJ) as soon as possible on 132 111.

If you need guidance on making a report or have questions regarding child safety, please contact the

School Child Protection Officer: Liza Campbell 9968 4044

lcampbell@mosmanprep.nsw.edu.au.

You can also go to:

Do I have a child safety concern?

Reporting Flowchart

Department of Communities and Justice Mandatory Reporter Guide

Statement of Commitment to Child Safety and Wellbeing

All children and young people who come to Mosman Preparatory School have a right to feel and be

safe. We are committed to providing a child safe and child friendly environment, where children and

young people are safe and feel safe, and can actively participate in decisions that affect their lives.
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We have zero tolerance for abuse and other harm and are committed to acting in students’ best

interests and keeping them safe from harm.

The School regards its child safety responsibilities with the utmost importance and is committed to

providing the necessary resources to maintain a child safe culture and ensure compliance with all

relevant child safe organisation and child protection laws and regulations.

Each member of the School community has a responsibility to understand the important and specific

role that they play individually, and collectively, to ensure that the wellbeing and safety of all students

is at the forefront of all that they do, and every decision that they make.

Our Child Safety Program

This Child Safety Program is made up of policies, procedures, practices and work systems designed

to maintain a child safe environment and to embed an organisational culture of child safety within

the School community.

The Program deals specifically with creating and maintaining a child safe organisation. It covers a

range of issues, including child protection. It is designed to ensure compliance with:

the NSW Child Safe Standards

registration requirements that are relevant to child safe organisations and child protection, as

set out in the Education Act 1990 (NSW) and the NSW Education Standards Authority’s

(NESA) Registration Manuals

other child safe organisation and child protection laws in NSW

Broader child safety issues arising from our common law duty of care are dealt with through the

School's Student Duty of Care Program.

NSW Registration Requirements

One of the requirements for registration of a non-government school, under section 47(1)(g) of the

Education Act 1990 (NSW), is that “a safe and supportive environment is provided for students”.

NESA’s Registration Manuals say that this requirement is divided into two distinct categories:

compliance with child protection legislative requirements

policies and procedures for student welfare and safety
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The School’s Child Safety Program focuses on compliance with child protection legislation, while the

School’s Student Duty of Care policies and procedures focus on compliance with student safety and

welfare requirements.

Scope

If you are a staff member, Volunteer or Contractor, and you:

witness a child safety incident at the School or a School event, or in any other School

environment; or

have a child safety concern about a student, staff member, Volunteer, Contractor, Visitor or any

other person associated with the School

this Policy and its Procedures apply to you.

This Policy and its Procedures apply in all School environments, including physical and online

environments, and on-site and off-site School grounds (e.g. camps and excursions, and interstate

and overseas travel).

Policy

1. You must report, internally to the School, any and all child safety incidents or concerns that:

occur at the School, at School events, or in School environments; or

involve students (including students aged 18 or over), Staff, Volunteers, Contractors, Visitors or

any other person associated with the School.

2. Following this Policy and its Procedures does not replace other legal and policy obligations that

you may have. In addition to reporting internally, you must also follow all responding and reporting

obligations that apply to you. Refer to the Reporting Flowchart and the Department of Communities

and Justice Mandatory Reporter Guide for assistance.

Procedures

What to Report Internally

You must report child safety incidents or concerns that occur at the School or School events, or that

involve students or Staff, Volunteers or Contractors. You may refer to the following in determining a

child safety incident:
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Do I have a child safety concern?

How to Report Internally

In most cases, you can report internally to the Child Protection Officer: Liza Campbell 9968 4044

lcampbell@mosmanprep.nsw.edu.au. However, if the child safety incident or concern involves:

conduct by a staff member, Volunteer or Contractor that has caused or has the potential to

cause harm to students, this is likely to be “Reportable Conduct” and you must report it directly

to the Headmaster, or if the matter involves the Headmaster, to the Business Manager/Child

Protection Officer

harmful sexual behaviour by a student, you must report it directly to the Headmaster.

Obtain Advice

If you suspect that a student may be experiencing abuse or other harm or that their safety may be at

risk, but you are unsure whether your concern rises to the levels required for external reporting to the

relevant authority, you should immediately raise your concerns with the Child Protection Officer: Liza

Campbell 9968 4044 lcampbell@mosmanprep.nsw.edu.au. They can assist you in clarifying your

concerns and managing the next steps.

However, if you sought advice from, or reported internally to, the Child Protection Officer, the

Headmaster or another person, and they tell you not to report externally, you must still comply with

any legal external reporting obligations that apply to you if - in your own mind - your concerns reach

the required threshold for reporting.

References

This Policy and its Procedures help the School and its Staff, Volunteers and Contractors to meet

obligations in:

Children’s Guardian Act 2019 (NSW), section 8D

NSW Child Safe Standards, Standard 6

Education Act 1990 (NSW), section 47(1)(g)
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