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HEADMASTERôS MESSAGE 

 

Dear Students 

 

When you enter Year 7 at Marist College, you will find many changes from what you were 
accustomed to in your primary school.  

 

The most obvious difference is that you no longer deal with one teacher only or spend your 
day in the same classroom. These are changes for which your primary school will have 
prepared you, and you may well look forward to them.  

 

What is less easy to prepare for is the division of your study program into different courses ï 
Religious Education, English, Science, and so on ï held in different rooms and with different 
teachers. During those two years, all students take the same courses with the exception of 
their second language and possibly in the Performing Arts. 

 

At the end of Year 8, however, you will be able to choose significant portions of your 
curriculum for the following two years. In Years 9 and 10, two of your units each semester 
will be of your own choosing and even in subjects like English and Science you will be able 
to select units that correspond with your interests.  

 

These choices are important for you. They map out your next two years of study and might 
affect the selection of courses you make for Years 11 and 12. You will be helped in making 
your choices by your House Group Leader, House Dean and by the Studies Office. It is 
important also that your parents be involved in the process. 

 

What advice can I give to help you make the best choice? I concentrate on three points: 

× Select subjects and units that you like and in which you are likely to have success. 
× Keep a balance in your choices. Do not select just history units each semester, for 

example, or just technology units. 
× With such a wide variety of units, there is a temptation to pick a unit here, a unit there, 

with little coherence. You are strongly advised to select at least one course that you 
pursue throughout the two years: the second language you took in Years 7 and 8 for 
example, or a group of sequential commerce units. 

 

Finally, choosing units and courses is only the beginning. You must be determined to work 
at these units with energy and determination throughout Years 9 and 10.  

 

Marist College will give you every opportunity to pursue your academic and practical interests. 
We look forward to working with you to develop your skills and expertise in whatever areas 
you choose. 

 

Good luck 

 

Matthew Hutchison 
 
Headmaster



 

Year 9 and Year 10 Handbook  Page | 4 

 

CONTENTS 

Headmasterôs Message .........................................................................................................3 

The Marist School ..................................................................................................................5 

College Organisation .............................................................................................................6 

Curriculum .............................................................................................................................8 

Footsteps .............................................................................................................................11 

Assessment .........................................................................................................................13 

Appeals ................................................................................................................................14 

Reporting .............................................................................................................................14 

People to Contact ................................................................................................................18 

Religious Education .............................................................................................................19 

English .................................................................................................................................23 

Mathematics ........................................................................................................................28 

Science ................................................................................................................................31 

Social Science .....................................................................................................................36 

Languages ...........................................................................................................................55 

Digital and information Technology......................................................................................60 

Technology and Applied Studies (TAS) ...............................................................................64 

Performing Arts ....................................................................................................................83 

Food Technology .................................................................................................................88 

Visual Arts ...........................................................................................................................92 

Health and Physical Education (HAPE) ............................................................................. 101 

Inclusive Education Department ........................................................................................ 107 

Future Pathways ................................................................................................................ 108 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We reserve the right to amend, modify, add, delete and make corrections to this document at any time. 

Please refer to the College Portal for the most up -to-date document.   
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THE MARIST SCHOOL 
 

The Marist school has the gospel of Jesus Christ at its heart. Its members seek to live out 

their response to the gospel with the same faith, hope, commitment and love that Mary did. 

Like Mary, they seek to bring God-life to birth, in ordinary ways even in the most unlikely of 

people and places. Their Marian approach is to nurture, to teach, to gather, to reconcile, and 

to stand with young people, so as to give each of them reason and means to believe, to hope 

and to love. 

 

St Marcellin Champagnat wished for Marist schools to have a family spirit, where all would 

relate and belong to each other as members of a loving family intuitively do. He believed that 

the key means of education was the relationship between teacher and student and so he 

encouraged maximum presence of teachers in the lives of the young. He insisted on a 

prevailing simplicity that would ensure transparency, integrity and lack of pretence in 

relationships, method and style. He encouraged zeal and a love of work. 

 

These defining features of the Marist school ð family spirit, presence, simplicity, love of work, 

and the way of Mary ð give Marist College Canberra its special values and culture as a 

genuinely Marist school. 

 

OUR MISSION 

We are a Catholic school in the tradition of St Marcellin Champagnat that strives to make 

Jesus known and loved through forming young men of strong minds and gentle hearts. 

  

ñI came that they may have life, and have it abundantlyò 

         (John 10:10) 
 

OUR VISION 

Underpinned by the knowledge we are deeply loved by God, and with Mary as our inspiration 

and guide, we endeavour to be authentic witnesses to the Gospel who: 

¶ dare to engage in the spiritual and intellectual adventure before us safeguard all in our 

care 

¶ are anchored in authentic presence through communication, Sacrament and prayer 
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¶ are transformative in educating for truth, depth and choice 

¶ cherish human dignity 
 
We live for the Marist graduate who we hope: 

¶ is restless for God and alert to the Spirit 

¶ embraces mystery and seeks a deep relationship with Christ 

¶ is nurtured by contemplation 

¶ is committed to intellectual rigour, learning and achievement 

¶ aspires to live in gratitude with joy encounters the daily company of empathy and 

forgiveness 

¶ moves towards and accompanies the least, the lost and the lonely 

¶ is a steward of creation 

¶ looks to the future with audacity and hope 

 

ñServo Fidemò 

I have fought a good fight, 

I have finished my course, 

I have kept the faith.  

 

COLLEGE ORGANISATION 

ADMINISTRATION  

The governing body of Marist College Canberra is the Trustees of the Marist Brothers trading 

as Marist Schools Australia on behalf of Marist College Canberra.  The Trustees entrust the 

normal administration of the College to the Headmaster who is assisted by an Executive.  
 

PASTORAL ORGANISATION 

The College is divided into ten Houses : Conway, Darlinghurst, François, Haydon, Lavalla, 

Le Rosey, Ludovic, Mark, McMahon and Patrick.  Every student from Year 4 to Year 12 is a 

member of one of these Houses and remains in that House throughout his time at Marist. 

 

The House is the principal administrative and pastoral unit within the College.  It determines 

groupings for assemblies, retreats, outdoor education activities, etc., as well as locating 

students in particular areas in the College building.  Swimming, athletics and cross country 

carnivals are arranged as inter-House competitions. Each House is under the direction of a 

House Dean  who has overall responsibility for all the students in the House.  

 

The main reason for introducing the Houses at Marist was to focus on the pastoral care of 

students.  At Marist, you are valued as an individual and structures are established to enable 

you to become known and appreciated by as many staff and other students as possible.  As 

a senior student, you have a particular responsibility for the development of your House and 

House Group.  You are called upon to lead by example; opportunities are provided within 
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each House to mentor, support and help younger students especially in your House Group. 

You each have the opportunity and the responsibility for bringing to the House your own 

talents, friendliness and the willingness to contribute what you can.  In turn, you will find in 

the other students in the House, in the House Dean and House Group Leaders, people who 

encourage, challenge and help you. 

 

In your House, you belong to a group under the care of one of the staff members.  This person 

is known as a House Group Leader  (HGL) and he or she will be responsible for supporting 

and encouraging you in all school activities, especially your studies, for reporting to parents 

at regular intervals, and for being the contact person at the school for parents. Senior students 

also have a leadership role in their House Group and work closely with their HGL to look after 

the younger students. 

 

The Headmaster  has overall responsibility for coordinating the pastoral, academic and 

general administrative aspects of the College. 

 

ACADEMIC ORGANISATION 

The teaching programmes of the College are organised according to Subject Departments:  

Religious Education, English, Mathematics, Science, Social Sciences and Commercial 

Studies, Languages (other than English), Information Technology, Food Technology, Art and 

Design, Technology and Applied Studies, Performing Arts, Health and Physical Education, 

Inclusive Education Department.  Each Department has a Head of Department  (HoD) who 

is responsible for the development and teaching of all courses in that Department. 

 

If you have enquiries or problems about a particular subject at any stage in your two senior 

years, you should approach the teacher of that course.  Alternatively, you may wish to go to 

the Head of the Department.  

 

The Assistant Head  of School ï Mission  and Identity  is responsible for leading the Ministry 

Team in order to promote and develop the faith formation of both staff and students in keeping 

with the College ethos and the spirit of St Marcellin Champagnat. 

 

The Assistant Head  of School ï Studies  is responsible for coordinating the academic 

organisation of the College. 

 

The Assistant Head  of School ï Staff is responsible for working with Heads of Department 

on quality of teaching and professional development of staff. 

 

The Assistant Head  of School ï Learning and Teaching  is responsible for working with 

Heads of Department on implementing learning and teaching strategies. 
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CURRICULUM 

Among the features of the ACT education system are its openness to new insights and its 

freedom to develop new courses or modify existing ones to meet the needs of students. Over 

a number of years Marist College has developed a curriculum which is founded on a number 

of guiding principles: 

ü For Marist College, ócurriculumô embraces all the activities, processes and structures in 

which our students participate.  All of these experiences are leavened by our Catholic 

ethos and by our membership in the tradition of Marist education. 

ü Our Mission Statement, developed over a number of years and after wide community 

discussion, is our constant reference point in all our deliberations. 

ü At Marist, we value each individual as a unique person. We seek to develop within that 

person a strong Faith, a love of learning and a belief in his self-worth. 

ü More specifically, in the area of classroom teaching and learning: 

¶ We wish to develop in our students the ability to choose courses of study which are 

appropriate to their level of readiness and interest.  In this way, the courses they study 

will be ones which they themselves have chosen. 

¶ We wish to involve parents in a more continuous way in the choice of the pathways 

which their sons will follow.  We appreciate that all parents will not be equally confident 

in this area.  Hence, the staff at Marist and in particular the boyôs House Dean and 

House Group Leader will have a crucial role to play. 

In both of the above, we are not abdicating our responsibility as the professionals in our 

field.  The direction of staff will always be friendly and helpful; however, we realise that in 

a boyôs best interest, it may sometimes need to be directive. We identify four features 

which should characterise education in the new millennium.  These are: 

× Breadth  

We reject the notion that students should be required to specialise too early in their 

development.   

× Rigour  

We have constantly kept before us the danger of following fads or trendy ephemera. 

Our courses, while following the Australian Curriculum wherever possible, are well-

founded in tradition and educational practice.  That they can be thus while still being 

interesting and relevant to our students is a challenge which our teachers have 

admirably answered.  In our thinking, the word rigour is given a second meaning.  We 

are convinced that wherever possible, boys should be engaged in learning at a level 

which best challenges them and is most appropriate to their stage of readiness. 

× Relevance   

Popular theory suggests that the occupations that many of today's Year 7 students will 

eventually follow have yet to be invented, such is the rapid change in society. 

Our aim is to provide our students with an education that will still be relevant when the 

time comes for them to enter further education and, ultimately, the workforce. 
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× Technology  

The teaching methods used by our teachers will always reflect what is considered 'best 

practice' and this extends to the use of up-to-date technology whenever possible.  

To all the above, we add one important rider.  A school cannot run classes in every 

possible subject area. Constraints of timetable, teacher availability, number of 

students seeking enrolment in a particular unit, may mean that particular courses or 

choices are not offered.  If our students can leave school with a love of learning and 

the knowledge, and self-discipline needed to follow particular areas of interest, then 

their schooldays will have been well spent. 

 

Bring Your Own Device  at Marist : 

Marist College Canberra require students to ñBring Your Own Device (BYOD)ò program for 

students in Year 7 to 12. BYOD is a program where students bring their own laptop or tablet 

to use at school for learning. The rationale for this program is based on the increasing role of 

technology in studentsô lives and the importance placed on technology in the workplace. 

Increased access to technology in a supportive environment that promotes its appropriate 

and ethical use will better prepare our boys for whatever path they choose after Year 12.  

 

Students will still need to bring paper and pens and there will be a balance between the new 

technology of computers and the older technology of handwriting. While the device does not 

need to be new, it is essential that it meets the minimum specifications to connect to the 

College network.  

 

The minimum specifications for studentsô devices and other important information about the 

Marist BYOD program are available on the Student Technology page of the Marist Website. 

https://www.maristc.act.edu.au/learning/student-technology  

https://www.maristc.act.edu.au/learning/student-technology
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COURSES OF STUDY 

The following tables show the organisation of our curriculum in Years 9 and 10. Our school 

timetable runs over a 10-day cycle with six lessons per day. The number of lessons per cycle 

devoted to each discipline is shown in brackets. 

 

YEAR 9 AND YEAR 10 CORE UNITS 

× Religious Education, plus possible elective unit 

× English, plus possible elective unit 

× Mathematics, plus possible elective unit 

× Science, plus possible elective unit 

× Social Science, plus possible elective units 

× Health and Physical Education, plus possible elective units 

× Footsteps Program (Year 9 only) 

 

YEAR 9 AND YEAR 10 ELECTIVE UNITS  

Before the end of Year 8, boys will make their elective choices for Year 9 and before the end 

of Year 9 boys will finalise their selection of units for Year 10.   

 

They will need to choose units in all subject areas. The órulesô which operate are: 

ü Every boy studies the following subjects each semester. 

 ·  RE  ·  English ·  Mathematics ·  Science 

 ·  Core Social Science ·  Health and Physical Education  ·  Footsteps (Year 9 only) 

 

ü Year 9 and 10 Students will select 2 elective units from the following areas each semester:  

(6 periods per cycle in Year 9, 9 periods per cycle in Year 10) 

 ·  Languages ·  Technology and Applied Studies (TAS) ·  Performing Arts 

 ·  Visual Arts ·  Health and Physical Education  ·  Mathematics 

 ·  Social Science ·  Communication Skills           ·  ICT ·  Food Technology  

(These elective units are described later in this book.) 

 

Study of a Language (other than English) is not compulsory, however, it is highly 

recommended. Some tertiary institutions may give extra credit to applicants who have studied 

a second language. 

 

Within many of the subject areas, choice is available. However, some units are compulsory. 

These choices are indicated in the section dealing with the individual subjects. 

 

We recognise that choices such as we offer may be confusing to students and their parents.  

The House System is an appropriate structure within which to advise boys about units they 

should study.  House Deans and House Group Leaders will be available to help in this 

process.  
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FOOTSTEPS 

 

The Footsteps  program at Marist College Canberra fosters a 

renewed sense of enthusiasm for learning, within the curriculum 

and in lif e, for all students in Year 9.  

 

Aim : 

The overall aim is to engage each boy so they may realise their personal and academic 

potential.  Footsteps provides a year filled with positive experiences and allows students to 

develop strong relationships with others. 

 

Personal Involvement : 

The program encourages each boy to develop a willingness to take up intellectual, physical 

and social challenges with a clear sense of purpose.  The Footsteps year inspires a higher 

level of student involvement, responsibility and autonomy in the educational process. 

 

Unique Opportunities : 

Footsteps provides each boy with a unique opportunity to engage in his learning in a very 

different way as he progresses into the latter part of his secondary school studies. 

 

It provides opportunities for the boys to become managers of their own learning and to set 

realistic and demanding goals through a rich and innovative curriculum that awakens, 

stimulates and challenges their intelligence. 

 

The Structure : 

There are three components to Footsteps: 

ü The Foundation  component consists of all activity within core and elective subject areas. 

ü The Integration component consists of experiential activities conducted once a fortnight 

for a full day. 

ü The Exploration  component consists of two, week-long, investigative challenges. 

 
The Journey : 

Footsteps caters to the diverse needs of adolescents as they progress through their own 

personal journey through the year at their own unique pace. 

 

There are three, broad, overlapping phases of the journey: 

ü Self  consists of an inward-looking focus.  The boys will look at who they are as individuals, 

where they have come from and their lives to this point. 

ü Others  consists of an investigation of our immediate surroundings.  They will begin to 

look at the community in which they work at school and the role they have in contributing 

to this community. 

ü Community consists of venturing out to into the wider community.  They will explore what 

a working life involves, directions beyond school and an understanding of their role in 

society. 
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ü Activities are designed to support the boys at their point in the journey and to ensure the 

greatest level of success possible. 
 

Service Learning : 

In the latter part of the year, all Year 9 boys will undertake community service with a wide 

range of offerings in the local community. They will contribute actively according to their 

interests and abilities. 

 

Hospitality : 

At the end of the year, the students will organise and run a Thank You Day.  This formally 

thanks all those people who have assisted them throughout the year, provides time to reflect 

on their personal journeys and ensures that their positive progress is celebrated and 

reaffirmed. 

 

The Methodology : 

The Footsteps program uses elements of a diverse range of educational methodologies in 

order to fully engage all students. 

 

Experiential and informal learning activities are designed to be connected with the world 

around us so that students may better understand how education integrates with their daily 

lives and perspectives. 

 

Indigenous and Torres Strait Islander perspectives are explored through the use of Aboriginal 

learning techniques.  Students interact with knowledge and skills through story-sharing, non-

verbal communication as well as links to the land and community, for example. 

 

Outdoor education is used to stimulate studentsô sense of adventure and challenge.  It equips 

the boys with a greater understanding of personal and social capabilities, sustainability, 

ethical and intercultural understanding, and critical and creative thinking. 

 

Project-based inquiry allows students to devise creative solutions for perceived needs in the 

community.  This enables them form ethically sound responses to issues that are grounded 

in comprehensive investigative research. 

 

Reflective practice is used throughout all aspects of the program to ensure the boys are able 

to develop an advanced, meta-cognitive language that will aid their continued, self-directed 

development into the future. 
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ASSESSMENT 

General : 

It is an expectation of all students at Marist College that all assignments and other 

assessment tasks are submitted (even if late) in order to fulfil the course requirements.  

 

It is College policy that if a student does not submit an assignment by the due date, and 

without due cause he will be penalised. 

 

Assessment tasks are designed to enable students to demonstrate the quality and extent of 

their learning.  They inform decisions about: 

ü The relative ranking  of students  

ü The grade awarded for a unit 

 

The following 'rules' apply to assessment tasks at Marist  College : 

1. Within 14 days of the start of each semester teachers will issue their classes with a unit 

and assessment outline.  

 

2. All students are expected to complete all assessment tasks in all of their units of study.  

 

3. Students will normally not be permitted to sit a test or examination before or after others 

in the class. This includes absence on ñschool business.ò Where unusual exceptions arise, 

they will be dealt with by the Assistant Head of School - Studies. 

 

4. When a student is unable to produce a particular assessment item and has provided the 

appropriate, explanatory documentation to the teacher, he may be given a mark for that 

item which is consistent with his other work in that unit or in that aspect of the unit. 

Students are not given a 'class average'. Alternatively, his semester mark and grade will 

be calculated on those pieces of assessment work he did complete. 

 

5. Students are expected to hand in their completed assignment to the teacher at the 

beginning of class on the due date, but individual teachers may vary this time. 

 

6. If a student hands in an assignment late, and has not obtained an extension, 5% of the 

possible marks will be deducted from his score per calendar day to a maximum of 30%. 

If a student in Year 9 or Year 10 hands his work in more than seven days after the due 

date, and without good reason, the work will be given a mark of zero. However, the work 

must still be completed in order to satisfy the requirements of the unit. Submission of work 

on a weekend or public holiday is not acceptable.  

 

7. In some circumstances classroom teachers may grant extensions but generally 

extensions are not given.  
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8. It is good practice to have your assignments completed in advance of the due date. This 

precludes last-minute hitches with computer software or hardware, printers etc. Having 

an assignment completed ahead of time also allows for the possibility that you may be ill 

at the time it is due. In such a case, you will need to make alternative arrangements to 

have the assignment submitted. 

 

9. When an assessment item is returned by the teacher, you should read it and if you have 

any questions, discuss these with your teacher. 

 

10. Group work is an important element of some courses. The teacher will explain how this 

work is assessed, but it is not necessary that all members of a group receive the same 

mark.  

 

11. It may not be possible to grade or score work submitted late after marked work in a unit 

has been returned to other students. 

 

APPEALS 

You should always check your scores and/or grades.  If you believe you have been assessed 

wrongly for a piece of work, a test, unit or course, you may query the decision: sometimes 

mistakes are made.  If you are dissatisfied with a mark for a particular piece of work, discuss 

the matter with your teacher, pointing out why you are dissatisfied.  The teacher will explain 

the criteria applied in marking the piece.  If you are still dissatisfied you may refer the matter 

to the Head of Department who will confer with the teacher and the Assistant Head of School 

Studies. 

 

REPORTING 

You will receive a written report at the end of each semester, except for the final semester in 

Year Ten.  An oral reporting session will take place each semester in the form of Parent-Tutor 

interviews. Reports give information on achievement and effort and application.  
 

Achievement : 

For each unit of study one of the following achievement levels is indicated for each 

Achievement Standard: 
 

 Excellent  Good  Satisfactory  Fair    Limited 
 

Learning Engagement : 

Teachers are also reporting on the studentôs engagement in each unit throughout the 

semester using the descriptors: 
 

 Excellent  Good  Satisfactory  Fair    Limited 
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Grades : 

In most units students are graded in the range A ï E.  The criteria for the award of these 

grades are: 

 

A Awarded to students who have demonstrated a very high level of knowledge and 

understanding of the full range of concepts and principles of the unit. They have shown 

evidence of a very high level of cognitive and practical skill in a wide range of 

assessment situations. 

 

B Awarded to students who have demonstrated a high level of knowledge and 

understanding of the concepts and principles of the unit. They have shown evidence 

of a high level of cognitive and practical skill in a range of assessment situations. 

 

C Awarded to students who have demonstrated a sound level of knowledge and 

understanding of the basic concepts and principles of the unit. They have shown 

evidence of a sound level of cognitive and practical skill in most assessment situations.

  

 

D Awarded to students who have demonstrated a limited knowledge and understanding 

of the basic concepts and principles of the unit. They have shown evidence of a limited 

cognitive and practical skill in assessment situations. 

 

E Awarded to students who have demonstrated a very limited knowledge and 

understanding of the basic concepts and principles of the unit. They have shown 

evidence of a very limited cognitive and practical skill in assessment situations. 

 

S ñStatusò. This unit or course has been recognised but not assessed by the college 

following student transfer or because unavoidable circumstances have prevented the 

awarding of an A-E grade. 

 

P ñPassò. Awarded to students enrolled in units which do not grade students A-E. 

 

U ñUnsatisfactoryò. Awarded to students enrolled in units which do not grade students  

A-E. 

 

N ñNot Applicableò. The objectives of the unit make the awarding of an attainment grade 

inappropriate. 
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YEAR 10 CERTIFICATE, HIGH SCHOOL RECORD 

Students completing Year 10 qualify for a Year 10 Certificate which lists all of the units they 

have studied in Years 9 and Year 10 and the grades they obtained. Students commencing 

Year 9 who leave the College before the end of Year 10 will be awarded a High School 

Record which lists all the units they have completed and the grades they obtained during 

Years 9 and Year 10 up to the time they leave the College. 

 

AWARDS 

Academic Achievement : 

Certificates for Academic Achievement are awarded for Semester one to those students in 

Years 7-10 who achieve a Grade Point Average (GPA) of at least 4.5 across all of the areas 

of study or improve their GPA by at least 0.5 over the previous semester, and have no 

recorded instance of academic misconduct, or poor academic compliance. 

 

Subject Awards:  

Awarded annually to the top student of a course. 

 

Academic Excellence:  

Certificates for academic Excellence are awarded annually to those students in Years 7-10 

who achieve a Grade Point Average (GPA) of at least 4.78 across all of the areas of study.  

 

Academic Merit : 

Certificates for Academic Merit are awarded annually to those students who achieve a GPA 

of at least 4.5. 

 

Note:  Students receiving an Academic Excellence Award cannot also receive an Academic 

 Merit Award in the same semester. 
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CHEATING IN ACADEMIC WORK 

Because Marist College takes seriously its responsibility to deal justly and equitably 

with all students, we deal severely with any form of plagiarism or cheating.   
 

Cheating can take many forms, including but not limited to: 

ü Copying during a test or other assessment work. 

ü Submitting an assignment which has been largely copied from a book, article, the internet 

or from another student - this is called plagiarism. 

ü Getting another person (your parents or a tutor for example) to do most of an assignment 

for you. 
 

A student found guilty of a first offence of cheating may lose all marks for that particular item 

and may lose all marks for the unit or course. For a second offence, even if in a different 

course, a student will lose all marks for the unit or course. 
 

Any student found cheating in academic work will also be required to attend a detention and 

a letter detailing the misconduct will be placed in the student's record.  
 

If you hand in material which is greatly different from your normal class and homework, the 

teacher may ask you to explain or may question you closely on your understanding of the 

work.  In exceptional cases, you may be required to do an amended or abridged version of 

that particular piece of work under test conditions.  The decision to do this would be taken in 

consultation with the Head of Department. 
 

If, after being dealt with, you believe that you have been treated unjustly you may appeal the 

penalty as outlined on page 14 under Appeals . 
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PEOPLE TO CONTACT 

The following list may prove helpful in finding out whom to consult in the first instance. 

Absence from School ............................. House Group Leader/House Dean/Attendance Officer 

Academic Certificates and Records ....... Studies Office 

Academic Progress ................................ House Group Leader 

Accounts ................................................ Finance Office 

Appeals (see also page 15) ................... Class Teacher/Head of Department/Assistant Head of 

School ï Studies 

Appointments with Headmaster ............. Headmaster's EA 

Careers .................................................. Careers Adviser 

Changes to Courses .............................. Assistant Head of School ï Studies 

Conduct ................................................. House Group Leader/House Dean/Deputy Headmaster 

Course Selection ................................... House Group Leader/House Dean/Assistant Head of 

School ï Studies 

Enrolments ............................................ College Registrar 

ID cards ................................................. Deputy Headmaster 

ICT......................................................... Tech Support/ICT Systems Manager 

Library ................................................... Head of Library and Information Services 

Lost Property ......................................... Attendance/Medical Officer 

Personal or Social Problems .................. Counsellor/House Dean/House Group Leader 

Purchase of Uniform .............................. Clothing Shop  

Reports .................................................. House Group Leader 

Sport ï General ..................................... Sportsmaster 

Sport ï Particular ................................... Coordinator of the Sport/Team Coach 

Textbook Hire ........................................ Head of Library and Information Services 

Timetable ............................................... Assistant Head of School ï Studies 

Travel Forms ï NSW Buses ................... Deputy Headmasterôs EA 

 

Any other enquiries should be directed to your House Dean. 

The "Who's Who" list which is published each year in the College Diary gives you the names of people 

whom you may need to consult for counselling, advice and permission in choosing your courses.  
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Students are required to study Religious Education each semester. Our program parallels 

the Canberra Goulburn Diocesan Religious Education Curriculum and is an adaptation of the 

Brisbane RE curriculum.  At Marist College, we have named our Years 4-10 Religious 

Education programme, Known and Loved.  There are four strands to this curriculum, which 

are addressed across different units. These strands are Sacred Texts, Beliefs, Church, and 

Christian Life. 

 

Assessment:  

At the end of each semester, students will be awarded a grade for their performance in a 

variety of summative tasks. 

 

Students will not be assessed on their faith response to course material but rather on their 

knowledge and understanding of content and mastery of skills covered in each unit of study. 

Reporting will be against the achievement standards for each unit. 
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YEAR 9 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Unit Title:  Known and Loved 9.1  

 

Enrolment Advice:  Year 9, Core Unit 

 

Content:  

The Year 9 Religious Education course consists of two parts: 

 

ü A Living Faith  

Key beliefs held by Christians and adherents to other monotheistic faiths into the nature 

of God.  

 

ü Made in the Image of God  

Catholic Social Teaching from the perspective of the common good and our rights and 

responsibilities. 

 

 

 

 

Unit Title:  Known and Loved 9.2  

 

Enrolment Advice:  Year 9, Core Unit 

 

Content:   

The Year 9 Religious Education course consists of two parts. 

 

ü History and Healing  

Church history from the time of Constantine through to the beginning of the twentieth 

century. Students also examine the Sacraments of Healing and what it means to live the 

Christian life as a lay person. 

 

ü A Scholarly view of the Bible   

Students will continue to develop their understanding and skills in using biblical criticism 

to help them understand, interpret and use Old Testament and New Testament texts. An 

extension of this unit examines some of the writings of St Marcellin and one other person 

of significance to the Church in Australia.  

http://www.rec.bne.catholic.edu.au/Pages/Religious-Education.aspx
http://www.rec.bne.catholic.edu.au/Pages/Religious-Education.aspx
http://www.rec.bne.catholic.edu.au/Pages/Religious-Education.aspx
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Unit Title:  Year 9 Liturgy Class  

 

Enrolment Advice:  Year 9, Elective 

 

Content:  

This is an elective unit available for Year 9 students to study. It runs parallel with the Known 

and Loved 9.1 unit. The course is one semester in length and is designed for students who 

wish to be further challenged in their RE studies. The essential concepts of the Year 9.1 

Known and Loved unit will be covered along with the incorporation of key elements of 

Christian Leadership and Liturgy. These classes support the major liturgical events in the life 

of the College.  

 

Students will be invited to apply for this unit towards the end of Year 8, and as places are 

limited, a selection process will operate. There will be one Liturgy class per Semester. 

 

Year 9 Faith Formation:  

A core component of RE in Year 9 is participation in the Catch the Wave Faith Formation 

Day. This is delivered by the Archdiocesan Youth Ministry Team in partnership with Marist 

staff and has been incorporated into the Footsteps programme. 

 

 

YEAR 10 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Unit Title:  Known and Loved 10.1  

 

Enrolment Advice:  Year 10, Core Unit 

 

Content:  

This unit examines the portrayal of God in the Old Testament and the key themes and 

doctrines of the early Church. It also delves more deeply into the mystery of God especially 

as revealed through Jesus. The Eucharist as the source and summit of the Catholic faith is 

studied as is the challenge it presents for Christians to live out its call to serve the needs of 

others, especially the most vulnerable. 

 
  



 

Year 9 and Year 10 Handbook  Page | 22 

 

 

Unit Title:  Known and Loved 10.2  

 

Enrolment Advice:  Year 10, Core Unit 

 

Content:  

This unit continues the study of moral formation, especially through analysing the concept 

and role of conscience and the examination of contemporary and relevant moral and 

developmental challenges faced by our young men. This is done through a study of the 

example of Jesus, his teachings and those of the Church.  

 

 

 

 

 

Unit Title:  Christian Leadership  

 

Enrolment Advice:  Year 10, Elective  

 

Content:  

This is an elective unit available for Year 10 students to study. It runs parallel with the Known 

and Loved 10.2 unit. The course is one semester in length and is designed for students who 

wish to be further challenged in their RE studies. The content of the Christian Leadership unit 

will include: core elements of Eucharist and Prayer, Christ-centred leadership, core principles 

of Youth Ministry and the application of leadership skills to a range of situations, for example 

social justice groups and youth ministry. A focus of the unit is an ongoing Service Learning 

initiative incorporating reflective practice. 

 

Year 10 Reflection and Service Days : 

A core component of the Year 10 RE programme are the Reflection and Service Days. One 

day each semester classes engage in either a retreat day (part of the Faith Formation 

Brothers Together programme) or a day of service in the local community.  
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ENGLISH 

Overview:  

The aims of English are to ensure that students: 

ü learn to listen, read, view, speak, write, create and reflect on increasingly complex and 

sophisticated spoken, written and multimodal texts across a growing range of contexts 

with accuracy, fluency and purpose 

ü appreciate, enjoy and use the English language in all its variations and develop a sense 

of its richness and power to evoke feelings, convey information, form ideas, facilitate 

interaction with others, entertain, persuade and argue 

ü understand how Standard Australian English works in its spoken and written forms and in 

combination with non-linguistic forms of communication to create meaning 

ü develop interest and skills in inquiring into the aesthetic aspects of texts, and develop an 

informed appreciation of literature (ACARA, Version 8.4) 

 

Marist College Canberraôs English program will further explore the three strands of skills 

introduced in earlier years: language, literature and literacy. 

 

Students will be challenged to think more sharply, broaden their imagination, use language 

accurately and engagingly, and understand and appreciate the role of language, literature 

and literacy in societies. Through working with others in whole class situations, small groups 

and individually, students will be asked to consider and respect the views of others, while 

also beginning to take responsibility for their own learning. 

 

 

YEAR 9 ENGLISH 

Learning and teaching in the English program will be organised around units of approximately 

six weeks duration and will focus on continuing the development of language, literature and 

literacy skills from earlier years. These units will explore a range of texts and text types, 

including persuasive writing, advertisements, documentary films, famous speeches and 

novels. 

 

Students will create imaginative, informative, performance and persuasive texts in a variety 

of forms. They will work collaboratively with other students to explore their place in the world 

through language and literature. 

 

Ongoing formal and informal assessment in the form of written, visual and oral presentations 

will occur throughout the year. 
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YEAR 10 ENGLISH 

Year 10 English serves a double purpose at Marist College Canberra. It aims to consolidate 

and extend the work done in previous years while preparing students for their senior years at 

the College. Both Semester 1 and Semester 2 units are common, with students studying 

common texts (or with similar thematic content) and completing common assessment tasks. 

 

The texts chosen for Year 10 are from a range of genres and involve complex, challenging 

and unpredictable plot sequences and structures. The themes explored include those of 

human experience and cultural significance, interpersonal relationships and ethical dilemmas 

(ACARA 2015). Texts may be drawn from fiction and non-fiction genres, in both written and 

multimodal form.  

 

Students are encouraged to use a range of strategies to understand and improve their own 

learning, to reflect on otherôs interpretations of texts and to analyse how texts are indicative 

of the context of their creation while also influencing contemporary audiences. Students will 

be given the opportunity to create literary texts with a sustained voice, using a range of 

vocabulary and literary devices to position the audience and to create auditory and visual 

features for a purpose. 
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Unit Title:  Language and Literature Workshop  1: Rise Up  

 

Availability:  Year 10, Core Unit, Semester 1 

 

Enrolment Advice:   

There are no prerequisites.  This is a compulsory unit for all Year 10.  It aims to ensure a 

balance in the overall English studies and to focus on literary texts.  In this unit, students will 

study contemporary texts and undertake common assessment items, including a creative 

digital podcast and literary essay. This will provide students with some insight into their 

abilities in the subject and will assist them in coming to a decision on the nature of the English 

course they take in Year 11. Students who achieve at a high level in this unit will find the 'T' 

course more suitable. Those who find this unit difficult will find the 'A' course more 

appropriate. 

 

Content:  

Student work will revolve around various modern texts, a novel, poetry, film and play scripts. 

Students will be required to respond orally and in writing both critically and creatively, to 

demonstrate their knowledge and understanding.  Use of research to inform an argument and 

broaden knowledge will be expected.   

 

The texts explored in this unit will be demanding but within student capability.  Students will 

also learn to develop and to counter arguments using textual evidence.  

 

Assessment:  

Assessment may be in the form of: 

ü Formal essays  

ü Digital Podcasts 

ü Oral presentations 

ü Creative writing  

ü Reading journals 

ü Tests and examinations 

 

Texts:  

Suitable texts for this unit may include: 
ü The Long Way Down, Jason Reynolds, 2017 
ü A range of survival themed texts (aligning with Trek preparation) 
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Unit Title:  Language and Literature Workshop 2 : The Pen and The Sword  
 

Availability:  Year 10, Core Unit, Semester 2 

 

Enrolment advice:  

This is a compulsory unit for all Year 10.  This unit focuses on the study of classic texts in 

their historical, social and cultural context .  Students are challenged to analyse and evaluate 

how views and experiences are shaped by great historical events.  We engage with and 

respond to a careful selection of classic war literature to study how conflict has been 

represented in classic literature throughout the ages.   

 

Content:  

The work centres on classic war texts including All Quiet on the Western Front and Henry V.   

Students will be required to read, interpret and research these classic war texts, to write 

analytical and creative responses to the texts, to read widely and to make a presentation to 

the class. 

 

Assessment:  

Assessment may be in the form of: 

ü Formal essays 

ü Personal responses 

ü Oral presentations 

ü Creative writing  

ü Reading journals 

ü Tests and examinations 

 

Texts:  

Suitable texts for this unit may include: 

ü All Quiet on the Western Front, Erich Remarque, 1929 

ü Henry V, Shakespeare, 1599 
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Unit Title:  Final Draft: How to Write a Killer Novel  
 

Availability:  Year 9 and Year 10, Elective, Semester 1 
 

Unit Description : 

Have you got a story in your head that wonôt leave you alone, but youôre not sure how to get 

it onto the page? Whether youôre bursting with ideas or just love writing, this elective is your 

chance to finally write the story only you can tell. 

 

Final Draft  is an English elective where youôll learn how real authors take ideas and turn 

them into stories readers canôt put down. Over one exciting semester, youôll build 

unforgettable characters, write powerful scenes, craft gripping plots, and find your unique 

writing voice. Youôll learn how to: 

 
ü Build unforgettable  characters  with flaws and secrets 

ü Write scenes that hit hard  and keep readers turning the page 

ü Create solid story structure  so your plot doesnôt fall apart  

ü Find your voice  and tell the story your way 

ü Design your own writing process , so you can keep going long after the course ends 

Over the semester, youôll plan, write and workshop your own novel. Youôll get feedback, try 

new things, and figure out what kind of writer you want to be. Final draft is the perfect place 

to unleash your creativity and finally bring your story to life. 

 

 

 

Unit Title:  Truth & Power: Journalism  
 

Availability:  Year 9 and Year 10, Elective, Semester 1 or 2 

 

Unit Description : 

This is an exciting unit where students undertake journalistic practices and produce 

innovative multiplatform media texts in a range of styles.  Various forms of press recording 

are practiced including investigative, feature and editorial forms.  Students learn the ethical 

code of journalism and gain an appreciation for the role that journalists plays in protecting 

our system of democracy.  As the Washington Post claims ñDemocracy dies in darknessò 

and students learn how journalists fiercely work to reveal the truth and hold those in power 

to account.  Students develop engaging storytelling skills and learn to provide fair, informed 

and balanced perspectives on issues that are important to them to.   Breaking local, 

national and international reporting is explored as students gain an eye for stories and learn 

to follow leads.  This course is designed for curious young learners who love 

communicating and seek to understand and change their world.   
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MATHEMATICS 

 

 

The study of Mathematics in Years 9 and 10 continues to build a foundation of skills, 

knowledge and study routines upon which success in senior Mathematics courses is built.  

Boys will be placed in Specialist, Core, or Essential bands and will have the opportunity to 

extend their Mathematical knowledge and ability through access to targeted content both 

within and outside of the Australian Curriculum. 

YEAR 9 MATHEMATICS 

Mathematics in Year 9 follows version 9.0 of the Australian Curriculum. 
 

The proficiency strands understanding, fluency, problem -solving  and reasoning  are an 

integral part of mathematics content across six content strands: number, algebra, 

measurement, geometry, statistics and probability.  
 

At this year level: 

ü Understanding  includes describing the relationship between graphs and equations, 

simplifying a range of algebraic expressions, explaining the use of relative frequencies to 

estimate probabilities and of the trigonometric ratios for right-angle triangles. 
 

ü Fluency  includes applying the index laws to expressions with integer indices, expressing 

numbers in scientific notation, listing outcomes for experiments, developing familiarity with 

calculations involving the Cartesian plane and calculating areas of shapes and surface 

areas of prisms. 
 

ü Problem -Solving  includes formulating and modelling practical situations involving 

surface areas and volumes of right prisms, applying ratio and scale factors to similar 

figures, solving problems involving right-angle trigonometry and collecting data from 

secondary sources to investigate an issue. 
 

ü Reasoning  includes following mathematical arguments, evaluating media reports and 

using statistical knowledge to clarify situations, developing strategies in investigating 

similarity and sketching linear graphs. 
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YEAR 10 MATHEMATICS 

Mathematics in Year 10 also follows version 9.0 of the Australian Curriculum.  

 

The proficiency strands understanding, fluency, problem -solving  and reasoning  are an 

integral part of mathematics content across the six content strands: number, algebra, 

measurement, geometry, statistics and probability.  

 

At this year level: 

ü Understanding  includes applying the four operations to algebraic fractions, finding 

unknowns in formulas after substitution, making the connection between equations of 

relations and their graphs, comparing simple and compound interest in financial contexts 

and determining probabilities of two- and three-step experiments. 

 

ü Fluency  includes factorising and expanding algebraic expressions, using a range of 

strategies to solve equations and using calculations to investigate the shape of data sets. 

 

ü Problem -Solving  includes calculating the surface area and volume of a diverse range of 

prisms to solve practical problems, finding unknown lengths and angles using applications 

of trigonometry, using algebraic and graphical techniques to find solutions to simultaneous 

equations and inequalities and investigating independence of events. 

 

ü Reasoning includes formulating geometric proofs involving congruence and similarity, 

interpreting and evaluating media statements and interpreting and comparing data sets. 

  



 

Year 9 and Year 10 Handbook  Page | 30 

 

 

Year 10 Pathways : 

The Australian Curriculum provides additional content to be explored in Years 9 and 10 for 

students to further their knowledge beyond what is expected at this year level.  Students in 

the Specialist band and advanced students in the Core band will access this additional 

content, which provides an introduction to essential skills for students wishing to study the 

following Senior Australian Curriculum courses: 

ü Mathematical Methods 

ü Specialist Mathematical Methods 

ü Specialist Mathematics 

 

 

Unit Title:  Advanced Mathematics  

 

Availability:  Year 10, Elective, Semester 2 

 

Unit Description : 

This is an additional course offered in second semester to students with an interest in 

Mathematics and wishing to further their understanding of Mathematical concepts and access 

new and varied content that will improve their abstract thinking and problem-solving skills. 
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SCIENCE 

All students will take a unit of Science each semester in Year 9 and Year 10. This course 

aims to ensure that students develop an interest in Science as a means of expanding their 

curiosity and willingness to explore, ask questions about and speculate on the changing world 

in which they live. At the end of the course all students should have a greater appreciation of 

the role science provides in our understanding of the nature of living things, of the Earth and 

its place in the cosmos, and of the physical and chemical processes that explain the 

behaviour of all material things. They will also develop an understanding of the scientific 

inquiry and the ability to use a range of methods, including questioning; planning and 

conducting investigations based on ethical principles; collecting and analysing data; 

evaluating results; and drawing critical, evidence-based conclusions. Students gain an ability 

to confidently communicate scientific understanding and findings to a range of audiences and 

to justify ideas and evaluate arguments based on evidence. 

 

By considering the many historical and cultural contributions to science, a greater 

appreciation of our current understanding, can be developed. We ensure all students finish 

their Year 10 Science with a solid foundation and background knowledge of the biological, 

chemical, physical, Earth and space sciences, including being able to select and integrate 

scientific knowledge and methods to explain and predict phenomena, and to appreciate the 

dynamic nature of science knowledge. 

 

Students will be placed in either Advanced or Core streams and will have the opportunity to 

extend their scientific knowledge and ability through access to targeted content both within 

and outside of the Australian Curriculum.  Additional opportunities to participate in external 

gifted and talented activities, through national and international competitions, is also available 

for all students.  Students who need additional support in their learning are also catered for 

through the collaboration with the Marist Inclusive Education Department. 
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YEAR 9 SCIENCE 

Enrolment Advice:  Year 9 Science , Semester 1, Core Unit 

 

Content:  

In Semester One, students will begin the year by exploring the ways in which the human body 

responds to its external environment and relies on coordinated and interdependent internal 

systems, such as, the nervous and endocrine systems.  In the Biology unit, they will also 

study how the processes of sexual and asexual reproduction enable survival of the species.   

Within the Chemistry unit, students are introduced to the notion that the atom is a system of 

protons, electrons and neutrons, and how this system can change through nuclear decay. In 

the Chemistry unit, they learn that matter can be rearranged (but always conserved) through 

chemical change and that these changes play an important role in many systems around us. 

Students will be asked to design questions that can be investigated using a range of inquiry 

skills and collect their data in a systematic, safe and ethical way.  Students will identify 

relationships between variables through analysis of their methods and evaluate the quality of 

their data and overall findings.   

 

 

Enrolment Advice : Year 9 Science , Semester 2, Core Unit 

 

Content:  

In Semester Two, students will learn that energy transfer through different mediums can be 

explained using wave models and investigate the transfer of light, heat and sound.  Students 

will also study the concept of energy conservation and energy transfer and transformation 

within different systems.  In the Earth Systems unit, students will investigate how interactions 

within and between Earthôs spheres affect the carbon cycle.  Students will continue to design 

investigations, systematically collect their data and use their findings to evaluate claims.  
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YEAR 9 SCIENCE ï ELECTIVE UNIT 

Unit Title:  STEM for the Future  

 

Enrolment Advice:  Year 9, Elective Unit 

 

Prerequisite :  Nil  

 

Content:   

Students will embark on a journey to harness the power of Science, Technology, Engineering, 

and Mathematics to tackle real-world challenges head-on. Designed to ignite curiosity and 

foster innovation, this unit integrates all facets of STEM to empower students in their quest 

to solve pressing global issues, now and into the future. 

 

Students will learn how to use their existing mathematical and scientific knowledge and apply 

it to unfamiliar situations with the aim of analysing and communicating their findings to a 

broader audience.  

 

Students will engage in a range of hands-on, project-based learning experiences that apply 

the core principles of STEM. Using the synthesis of their skills, students will explore real-

world challenges through innovative design and problem-solving. Projects that can be 

explored may include building and testing aerofoils for RC planes using the lift equation, 

applying Pascalôs Law to construct a functional 

hydraulic biomechanical arm, and developing smart 

systems using sensors, microcontrollers, and coding 

platforms such as Arduino or Micro:bit.  

 

Students may also design and prototype assistive 

technologies, create automated systems, or build 

interactive models that respond to environmental data. 

With access to 3D printers and laser cutters for rapid 

prototyping, students will bring their ideas to life while 

developing critical thinking, collaboration, and 

technical expertise in an engaging and future-focused 

environment. 

 

Assessment:   

Two assignments per Semester. 
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YEAR 10 SCIENCE ï CORE UNITS 

Enrolment Advice:  Year 10 Science , Semester 1, Core Unit 

 

Content:   

In Semester One, students learn about how the atomic theory developed and gain an 

understanding of the relationships within the periodic table. Students explain how chemical 

reactions are used to produce particular products and how different factors influence the rate 

of reactions. Student will then explore theories about our universe and its many beautiful 

celestial bodies. Students evaluate evidence for the Big Bang theory and analyse interactions 

and cycles within and between Earthôs spheres. They predict how changes to our 

environment will affect equilibrium systems and climate patterns. By reading graphs and data 

tables with confidence, students learn to assess information and evaluate claims.   

 

 

 

Enrolment Advice:   Year 10 Science , Semester 2, Core Unit 

 

Content:  

In Semester Two, as part of the Physics unit, students apply relationships between force, 

mass and acceleration to predict changes in the motion of objects (using Newtonôs Laws). In 

Physics, students will develop their own questions and hypotheses to independently design 

an open investigation.  In the Biology unit, students will study DNA and the processes that 

underpin heredity. Students lastly explore evidence for the different theories of evolution and 

analyse how the models and theories have developed over time and discuss the factors that 

prompted their review.  
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YEAR 10 SCIENCE ï ELECTIVE UNITS 

Unit Title:  STEM for the Future  

 

Enrolment Advice:  Year 10, Elective Unit 

 

Prerequisite :  Nil 

 

Content:   

Students will embark on a journey to harness the power of Science, Technology, Engineering, 

and Mathematics to tackle real-world challenges head-on. Designed to ignite curiosity and 

foster innovation, this unit integrates all facets of STEM to empower students in their quest 

to solve pressing global issues, now and into the future. 

 

Students will learn how to use their existing mathematical and scientific knowledge and apply 

it to unfamiliar situations with the aim of analysing and communicating their findings to a 

broader audience.  

 

Students will engage in a range of hands-on, project-based learning experiences that apply 

the core principles of STEM. Using the synthesis of their skills, students will explore real-

world challenges through innovative design and problem-solving. Projects that can be 

explored may include building and testing aerofoils for RC planes using the lift equation, 

applying Pascalôs Law to construct a functional hydraulic biomechanical arm, and developing 

smart systems using sensors, microcontrollers, and coding platforms such as Arduino or 

Micro:bit.  

 

Students may also design and prototype assistive technologies, create automated systems, 

or build interactive models that respond to environmental data. With access to 3D printers 

and laser cutters for rapid prototyping, students will bring their ideas to life while developing 

critical thinking, collaboration, and technical expertise in an engaging and future-focused 

environment. 

 

Assessment:   

Two assignments per Semester. 
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SOCIAL SCIENCE 

All boys study Social Science during each semester from Year 7 to Year 10. 

 

In Years 9 and 10, there are core units  taken each semester; The Making of the Modern 

World and Biomes, Food Security and óGeographies of Interconnectionsô are studied in  

Year 9 while The Environment and Human Wellbeing and The Modern World and Australia 

are completed in Year 10. 

 

In addition to the core units, there is a wide range of Social Science elective units  available 

in Years 9 and 10.  There are opportunities for you to choose specialised units in Geography, 

Asian Studies, History and Commercial Studies. You may prefer to concentrate on one or 

two subject areas or you may ómix and matchô by choosing any combination of units from the 

different disciplines.   

 

Your Social Science course work in Years 7 and 8 will have equipped you with the necessary 

skills to follow your interests in Years 9 and 10.  It would be a wise choice to pick a number 

of the Social Science elective units. They offer breadth and challenge and will give you a solid 

foundation for senior work.  They also make learning fun. 

 

In the following pages you will find the units that have been developed for Years 9 and 10.  It 

is stressed that not all units will run each semester.  Units to be offered will be determined by 

demand from students and teacher availability. For all units, content and assessment are 

specified on Unit Outlines distributed each semester. Forms of assessment are selected to 

develop the boysô knowledge, skills and understanding in preparation for senior courses. 

 

Core Units Year 9 and Year 10:  

 

Unit Title Year 

The Making of The Modern World 9 

Biomes and Food Security 9 

The Modern World and Australia 10 

The Environment and Human Wellbeing 10 
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Elective Units Year  9 and Year 10: 

 

Unit Title Year 9 Year 10 

Get Global! V  

Hazards Geography V  

Warfare Through the Ages V  

The Age of Exploration V  

Digging Up the Past V  

Mind Your Business V  

Legal Studies: Law and Order V  

Global Studies: Barricades and Borders  V 

The Big Picture  V 

History, Politics and Sport  V 

Ancient Worlds: People, Societies and War  V 

Legal Studies: Crime and Punishment  V 

Economics: A Starterôs Kit  V 

  



 

Year 9 and Year 10 Handbook  Page | 38 

 

YEAR 9 SOCIAL SCIENCE ï CORE UNITS 

 

Unit Title:  The Making of The Modern World  

 

Availability:  Year 9, Semester 1 and 2, Core Unit 

 

Enrolment Advice:  Studied for one semester in Year 9 

 

Content:  

This unit covers the making of the modern world from 1750 to 1918. It was a period of 

industrialisation and rapid change in the ways people lived, worked and thought. It was an 

era of nationalism and imperialism, and the colonisation of Australia was part of the expansion 

of European power. The period culminated in World War I 1914-1918, the ówar to end all 

warsô.  

 

Topics covered will include: 

ü The Industrial revolution: technological innovations, working conditions for men, women 

and children and the changing faces of cities. 

ü The causes and effects of European imperial expansion and the movement of peoples in 

the late 18th and early 19th centuries, and the different responses to colonisation and 

migration. 

ü The Making of a Nation: experiences of Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander people before 

1900, the development of Australian democracy and the achievement of Federation. 

ü World War I: causes, course and consequences. 
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Unit Title:  Biomes and Food Security  

 

Availability:  Year 9, Semester 1 and 2, Core Unit 

 

Enrolment Advice:   Studied for one semester in Year 9 

 

Content:  

There are two units of study in the Year 9 curriculum for Geography: óBiomes and Food 

Securityô and óGeographies of Interconnectionsô. 

 

ü Biomes and Food Security   

Focuses on investigating the role of the biotic environment and its role in food and fibre 

production. This unit examines the biomes of the world, their alteration and significance 

as a source of food and fibre, and the environmental challenges of and constraints on 

expanding food production in the future.  

 

ü Geographies of Interconnections  

focuses on investigating how people, through their choices and actions, are connected to 

places throughout the world in a wide variety of ways, and how these connections help to 

make and change places and their environments. This unit examines the interconnections 

between people and places through the products people buy and the effects of their 

production on the places that make them. Students examine the ways that transport and 

information and communication technologies have made it possible for an increasing 

range of services to be provided internationally, and for people in isolated rural areas to 

connect to information, services and people in other places.  
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YEAR 9 SOCIAL SCIENCE ï ELECTIVE UNITS 

 

Unit Title:  Get Global ! 

 

Availability:  Year 9, Semester 1 or 2, Elective 

 

Enrolment Advice:  There are no prerequisites to study this unit. 

 

Content:  

If you are a huge fan of social sciences like Political Science, Economics, Anthropology, 

Sociology, History and Geography, Global Studies may be for you. In this unit of study you 

will be examining, comparing and contrasting different cultures and the challenges they face. 

Students will gain an understanding of global politics and processes for managing conflict 

and global issues. Throughout this unit you will engage in critical thinking about how global 

change has (and can) come about during your lifetime whilst exploring global issues and 

trends. 

Main areas of study include: 

¶ International relations and global powers 

¶ Global processes on a range of scales 

¶ Global challenges and contemporary issues 

¶ Global opportunities and our future world  
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Unit Title:  Warfare Through The Ages  

 

Availability:   Year 9, Semester 1 or 2, Elective 

 

Content:  

ü What is war? 

ü Why has it been waged throughout history? 

ü How was Rome able to conquer most of the known world? 

ü How was medieval warfare different? 

ü Why has the history of the 20th Century been marred by devastating wars of global 

proportions? 

 

In this unit, you will investigate why war has been part of all recorded human history.  You 

will learn about the ingenuity and efficiency displayed by humanity in devising new and more 

devastating ways of killing large numbers of people. 

We will examine in detail three of the great battles of history.  The characters and tactics of 

the great generals will be analysed.  Finally, you will study the motivations that cause nations 

to seek war and some of the outcomes resulting from it. There will be opportunities for you to 

develop your research and analytical skills, to investigate topics that you are particularly 

interested in and to arrive at a deeper understanding of the world we live in today. 
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Unit Title:  Hazards Geography   

 

Availability:  Year 9, Semester 1 or 2, Elective 

 

Content:  

In this course students will examine geographic concepts of natural and technological 

hazards and disasters. Students will learn the about the social, economic and 

environmental impact of hazards and the complex and interconnected systems which are 

affected by environmental disasters and how this impacts social change.  

 

Students will define and apply the geographic concepts of risk, vulnerability, adaptation, 

and resilience to analyse risks, hazards and disasters. This includes case studies such as 

famine, disease, floods, bushfires, tropical cyclones, earthquakes and volcanoes.  

 

Students will seek to understand how governments, non-government organisations and 

international support agencies, persist in the face of adversity, to address the challenges 

faced by hazards.  

 

International and Australian case studies will be used in this course to understand and 

analyse the cause and impact of hazards. 
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Unit Title:  The Age of Exploration  

 

Availability:  Year 9, Semester 1 or 2, Elective 

 

Content:  

This unit delves into the Age of Explorations, a period spanning the 15th to 17th centuries 

when intrepid explorers set sail to discover new lands, cultures, and trade routes. 

 

Throughout this course, you will uncover the motivations and innovations that drove these 

courageous men and women to brave uncharted waters, leaving behind their familiar shores 

to venture into the unknown. Tracing the footsteps of legendary explorers like Christopher 

Columbus, Vasco da Gama and Ferdinand Magellan, and You will gain insights into their 

voyages and the transformative impact they had on the course of history. 

 

In this unit, you will have opportunity to discover the secrets of the great South American 

civilisations - the Incas, Aztecs, Mayas, Olmecs and Toltecs.  As much as you might be 

intrigued by the stories of Inca gold, you will be repelled by the Aztec practices of killing 

prisoners of war and removing their still-beating hearts.  Why did Aztec priests dressed in 

human skin perform these grisly rituals of death?  Why did they store their victimsô skulls in a 

wall by the temple? 

 

If you are interested in history, this unit is unusual and it focuses on a continent whose past 

is shrouded in mystery and excitement.  It offers opportunities for you to improve your skills 

of research and analysis.  If you enjoy group work, projects and reading about the past, then 

it would be a good choice. 
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Unit Title:  Legal Studies ï Law and Order   

 

Availability:  Year 9, Semester 1 or 2, Elective 

 

Content:  

This course introduces students to the Australian legal system. It focuses on an 

understanding of the adversarial court structures and what it means to be a lawyer in 

Australia. Students will consider an examination of criminal and civil trial procedures in 

different jurisdictions across Australia using real cases. This will allow students to understand 

the process of justice from the perspective of the key stakeholders of the victim, plaintiff, 

defendant and the community. Students will examine these processes considering this key 

question; is justice achieved in the Australian Legal system?  
 
 
In this course students will examine: 

ü The hierarchy of courts  

ü Trial procedure 

ü Criminal and Civil Trials 

ü The jury system 

ü Excursion to the courts  

ü Decision making processes of Judges  

ü Evaluation of Justice 
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Unit Title:  Digging Up the Past  

 

Availability:  Year 9, Semester 1 or 2, Elective 

 

Enrolment Advice:  It is suitable for all students who have an interest in Archaeology, 

History and Science. 

 

Content:  

In this Unit we will study mysterious archaeological locations from around the world, evaluate 

the value and danger of treasure-hunting, and debate the discovery of contested, human 

history.  

 

This course is an introduction to the science of archaeology and during our course we will 

debate the mystery of Stonehenge, wonder at the fabulous treasures of ancient Egypt, search 

for the lost city of Troy, investigate the remains of the bloodied pyramids of the Aztecs, 

evaluate evidence for the extinction of the Viking civilization in Greenland and decipher what 

archaeological evidence reveals about Ned Kellyôs last stand at Glenrowan.  

 

We will work collaboratively with the School of Archaeology at ANU, the Australian War 

Memorial and the National Museum of Australia, as we study archaeological evidence from 

around the world. 

 

This unit provides opportunities to develop your research, oral and written communication 

skills, developing archaeological thinking to provide you with an understanding of how we 

have pieced together the tale of the human story. 
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Unit Title:  Mind Your Business  

 

Availability:  Year 9, Semester 1 or 2, Elective 

 

Content:  

You will study the following topics: 

ü Definitions of business with close reference to business in our local area; 

ü Planning, marketing and selling in a business; 

ü What is a business plan? 

ü The effects of law on business; 

ü How to manage a business; 

ü Interpreting financial records and measuring the performance of a business; 

ü Case studies of the major characteristics that contribute to the running of a successful 

business. 
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YEAR 10 SOCIAL SCIENCE ï CORE UNITS 

 

Unit Title:  The Modern World and Australia  

 

Availability:  Year 10, Semester 1 and 2, Core Unit 

 

Enrolment Advice:  Studied for one semester in Year 10 

 

Content:  

This unit involves a study of the major world historical events that influenced the national 

development of Australia after World War I. Students will have the opportunity to investigate 

three key inquiry questions: 

ü How did the nature of global conflict change during the twentieth century? 

ü What were the consequences of World War II? How did these consequences shape the 

modern world? 

ü The waves of post-World War II migration to Australia and the contribution of migration of 

Australiaôs changing identity as a nation. 

ü The impact of the Vietnam War and its significance for Australia 

 

Topics covered will include: 

ü World War II 

ü Rights and Freedoms 

ü Migration experiences (1945 ï present) 

 

 

 

  

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=H&t=Modern
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Unit Title:  The Environment and Human Wellbeing  

 

Availability:  Year 10, Semester 1 and 2, Core Unit 

 

Enrolment Advice:  Studied for one semester in Year 10 

 

Content:  

There are two units of study in the Year 10 curriculum for Geography: óEnvironmental Change 

and Managementô and óGeographies of Human Wellbeingô. 

 

ü Environmental Change and Management   

Looks at the environmental functions that supports life on Earth and the challenges in 

making them sustainable. We investigate the environmental worldviews that influence 

how people perceive the environment and how people respond to environmental 

challenges. Students will use geographical models to understand environmental change 

and the causes and consequences of those changes. They will then evaluate and select 

strategies to manage environmental change. 

 

ü Geographies of Human Wellbeing   

Examines national and international differences in human wellbeing. Students will look at 

the different concepts of wellbeing, how to measure it and global differences in human 

wellbeing. They will explore spatial differences in wellbeing within and between countries 

and design programs to reduce the gap between these differences.  
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YEAR 10 SOCIAL SCIENCE ï ELECTIVE UNITS 

 

Unit Title:  History, Politics and Sport  

 

Availability:  Year 10, Semester 2, Elective Unit 

 

Enrolment Advice:  Studied for one semester in Year 10 

 

Content:  

This course provides the opportunity to understand how, in the twentieth century politics, 

social movements and world events significantly influenced the way sport was organised, 

when and where it was played and how journalists reported on key achievements within 

different codes and global meets such as the Olympic Games. This course offers students 

the opportunity to undertake a historical examination of primary and secondary sources to 

understand the power of social and political movements to use sport to communicate their 

ideas to the masses.   

 

Case studies will include some of the following:   

ü Nelson Mandela the Rugby World Cup and the Apartheid  

ü Hitler and the 1936 Olympics  

ü Great Depression and Don Bradman  

ü Munich Olympic Games and Terrorism  

 

In this course students will be expected to create historical arguments using political theory 

and critical analysis of sources to apply to the case studies. This course is an introduction to 

the expectations of Modern History in Year 11.  
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Unit Title:  The Big Picture  

 

Availability:  Year 10, Semester 1, Elective 

 

Content:  

People have always asked the big questions. How was the universe created? Why does it 

work the way it does? Why do we find ourselves on this tiny planet, teeming with life? If you 

look at the big picture you start to find unexpected connections. If you want to know about 

humanity you have to ask questions about the whole universe. 

 

This course makes you feel part of something huge and wondrous. It starts 13.7 billion years 

ago and takes you on a journey that blurs the boundaries between Science, Geography and 

History. By the end of this unit, you will have questioned the whole history of the universe 

from different angles; you will know how you fit into it and where we are probably heading. 

 

Bill Gates, founder of Microsoft, asked these big questions and then decided to fund the 

course we will use. 
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Unit Title:  Ancient Worlds : People, Societies and War  

 

Availability:  Year 10, Semester 1, Elective 

 

Enrolment Advice:  There are no prerequisites to study this unit. 

 

Content:  

In this unit students will engage in a series of case studies to engage in the Ancient World. 

The case studies will include Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece and Rome. Discover the rise of 

Sumerian city states, often referred to as the ñLand between Two Riversò (Tigris and 

Euphrates). In Egypt discover the power of the Pharohôs, the link to religious beliefs through 

the structure of the pyramids and how Akhenaten challenges these established structures.   

The Greek case study will focus on the Athenian society, often considered the birth of 

democracy, and how it was challenged by the Spartan and Persian Empires. In Ancient Rome 

students will examine the factions of power in the Senate, the growth of the Empire and the 

missing Roman legion.  

 

Each case study will allow students to explore and analyse a range of archaeological and 

ancient written sources to demonstrate their understanding of the Ancient World. This subject 

will assist students for Ancient History in Year 11 and 12.  

 

Note : Opportunities exist for investigation of the following topics in Ancient societies: 

¶ Government 

¶ Religion 

¶ Social structure 

¶ Family life 

¶ Food 

¶ Leisure 

¶ Education 

¶ The law 

¶ Economic activities 

¶ Warfare 

¶ Customs 

¶ Agriculture 

¶ Architecture 

¶ Technology 

¶ Mythology 

¶ Geography 

¶ Medicine 

¶ Literature and art 
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Unit Title:  Global Studies: Barricades and Borders  

 

Availability:  Year 10, Semester 2, Elective 

 

Enrolment Advice:  There are no prerequisites to study this unit. 

 

Content:  

The world has been faced with considerable challenges in recent years with unexpected 

disruptions to global politics, global terror, environmental disasters and economic failure. In 

addressing these issues it is crucial to understand the problems and possibilities raised by 

the interaction of cultures and countries.  

 

In this course you will gain an insight into population and societies, geography, international 

affairs and foreign policy, as we examine the risks that threaten our world today. You will 

examine the role of superpowers and global organisations, with a particular focus on the EU. 

You will also make predictions about future events and issues that face our planet. 

  

In studying this unit, you will gain a range of transferable skills in investigating some of the 

most profound challenges in our history. 

 

Topics include: 

ü Geopolitics and global security 

ü The European Union 

ü Our changing world order and rising superpowers 

ü Future challenges  
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Unit Title:  Legal Studies: Crime and Punishment  

 

Availability:  Year 10, Semester 1 or 2, Elective 

 

Content:  

This course provides students with the opportunity to apply the elements and purpose of 

justice to case studies in the domestic and international legal systems. This will allow students 

to critically analyse the purpose, application and impact of criminal procedures on victims, 

defendants and compare them the expectations of the community. This will allow students to 

build key skills of critical analysis in preparation for Year 11 and 12 social science subjects.  

 

Case studies may include: 

ü Theories of crime  

ü Responses to crime and crime prevention 

ü Criminology statistics 

ü Law enforcement  

ü Police powers  

ü Young people and the law 

ü Prisons  

ü Law Reform for example Gun Reform  

ü International Crime and Investigations   

  

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?q=justice&hl=en&sa=X&rls=com.microsoft:en-au:IE-SearchBox&biw=1707&bih=739&tbm=isch&prmd=ivnsul&tbnid=24oE0SHFh794IM:&imgrefurl=http://orlandonewscenter.com/orlando-fl/racial-justice/&docid=O--G1oquwcr3XM&w=640&h=1104&ei=EZs3Tv-qFYGImQWjvd2bAg&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=531&page=2&tbnh=169&tbnw=98&start=38&ndsp=37&ved=1t:429,r:15,s:38&tx=34&ty=95
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Unit Title:  Economics ï A Starterôs kit 

 

Availability:  Year 10, Semester 1 or 2, Elective 

 

Content:  

In this unit, you will gain an understanding of economic issues that you see on TV news, on 

the internet, in newspapers or in your part-time jobs. It will be a good preparation for Year 11 

and Year 12 Economics and will give you an idea about some of the topics studied and skills 

needed in the senior courses. 

 

You will research, discuss, debate and write about current economic issues and analyse 

information from a variety of resources including newspaper articles, documentaries, 

television and internet news articles and visiting speakers. You may play the Australian Stock 

Exchange Share Market game. 

 

As a class you will be finding answers to questions such as: 

ü What motivates businesses - why do some do very well and others fail? 

ü What motivates consumers? What things influence our choices?  

ü Why do prices of the things we buy change?  

ü What determines how much you earn in partïtime work? 

ü Why is it difficult for people in particular areas of the world to break out of poverty? 

ü What determines the variety of goods and services available to us in Australia? 

ü Why did Toyota and Holden go out of business? 

ü What is all the fuss about the federal budget? Why do people argue about how much tax 

they pay and how much the government spends? 

ü Why are housing prices so high? How do high interest rates affect young people? 

ü How is technology changing the way we buy and sell goods and services? 

ü How does the share market work? How do people buy and sell shares on the Stock 

exchange?   
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LANGUAGES 

Language becomes an elective in Year 9 and Year 10. You are strongly advised to follow 

your chosen language study for the entire year so as to be best prepared for further study in 

your two final years at the College. The course consists of a series of units catering for 

differing student needs and abilities. Language ranges from the breadth and depth necessary 

for senior years, to the enjoyment of another culture and its traditions. If you expect to travel 

overseas in the future, want to enhance your job prospects or just enjoy the challenge, you 

should seriously consider continuing your study of a Language in Year 9 and Year 10.  

Year 9-10 Language lessons will involve: pair work, interviews, use of the interactive white 

boards, mini white boards, Power Points, Internet, films and videos, foreign language 

magazines and cultural awareness research assignments where appropriate. All assessment 

is continuous and will include: class exercises, tests, quizzes and 3 pieces of summative 

assessment. 

 

Please note that Languages National Curriculum Achievement Standards are fully assessed 

over two years ie Year 9 and Year 10. 

 

YEAR 9 ELECTIVES ï LANGUAGES 

Unit  Title : French Stage 2.1  

 Italian Stage 2.1  

 Japanese Stage 2.1  

 

Availability:  Year 9, Semester 1, Elective 

 

Enrolment Advice:  All Language units after Stage 1 are Electives  

To gain the most benefit from these units, you are strongly recommended to enrol for the four 

consecutive units which form the course in the target language in Stages 2 and 3. You can 

enrol in this unit if you have satisfactorily completed Stage 1.4 in the target language or have 

an equivalent command of the language. 

 

Content:   

In this unit, you will be required to use the target language to perform a variety of tasks in 

some areas of work such as: 

ü French  

¶ My home, daily routine, chores and pocket money 

¶ Study of a region of France or a francophone country 

¶ Holiday destinations 

ü Italian  

¶ Where the Italians live-homes and household chores 

¶ Life in the family. Family types. Daily routine, activities and food 

¶ Daily routine continued, shopping, food markets and shops  
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ü Japanese  

¶ Time, daily routine and parties 

¶ Describing towns and houses 

¶ In and around Canberra 

 

Assessment:  

Some activities listed in the course will be used as assessment items. The following 

approximate weightings will be used in the assessment process: 

ü Speaking (Communicating meaning in the target language) 30% 

ü Responding (Understanding language and culture) 40% 

ü Writing (Communicating meaning in the target language) 30%  

 

Students will need to show competence in the four macro skills of listening, speaking, reading 

and writing. In Japanese, Kanji characters will be introduced. 

 

 

  

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?q=french&hl=en&sa=X&rls=com.microsoft:en-au:IE-SearchBox&biw=1707&bih=739&tbm=isch&tbnid=gxc-5Cx889VjWM:&imgrefurl=http://www.ght.org.uk/news/article/38422/13/05/2009/French_-_Treatment_as_Prevention&docid=--0OXkBQjWs5iM&w=849&h=565&ei=Cpo3TrrpKObUmAXWpYiwAg&zoom=1
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Unit  Title : French Stage 2.2  

 Italian Stage 2.2  

 Japanese Stage 2.2  

 

Availability:  Year 9, Semester 2, Elective 

 

Enrolment Advice:  All Language units after Stage 1 are Electives  

To gain the most benefit from these units, you are strongly recommended to enrol for the four 

consecutive units which form the course in the target language in Stages 2 and 3. You can 

enrol in this unit if you have satisfactorily completed Stage 2.1 in the target language or have 

an equivalent command of the language. 

 

Content:  

In this unit, you will be required to use the target language to perform a variety of tasks in 

some areas of work such as: 

ü French  

¶ Dream holidays 

¶ Talking about the past 

¶ Watching a French film 

¶ French in Canada 

ü Italian  

¶ Free time 

¶ Travel destinations and global connections 

¶ Transport and tourism 

ü Japanese  

¶ A new school and describing people 

¶ The four seasons 

 

Assessment:  

Some activities listed in the course will be used as assessment items. The following 

approximate weightings be used in the assessment process: 

ü Speaking (Communicating meaning in the target language) 30% 

ü Responding (Understanding language and culture) 40% 

ü Writing (Communicating meaning in the target language) 30%  

 

Students will need to show competence in the four macro skills of listening, speaking, reading 

and writing. In Japanese, Kanji characters will be introduced. 
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YEAR 10 ELECTIVES ï LANGUAGES 

Unit  Title : French Stage 3.1  

 Italian Stage 3.1  

 Japanese Stage 3.1  

 

Availability:  Year 10, Semester 1, Elective 

 

Enrolment Advice:  All Language units after Stage 1 are Electives   

To gain the most benefit from these units, you are strongly recommended to enrol for the four 

consecutive units which form the course in the target language in Stages 2 and 3. You can 

enrol in this unit if you have satisfactorily completed Stage 2.2 in the target language or have 

an equivalent command of the language. 

 

Content:  

In this unit, you will be required to use the target language to perform a variety of tasks in 

some modules of work such as: 

ü French 

¶ Expressing the highs and lows of my recent holiday experiences. 

¶ Healthy and French gastronomy. 

¶ Illnesses and Injuries. 

¶ An in-country Experience. 

ü Italian  

¶ Music, festivals and cultural events  

¶ Fashion óMade in Italyô 

¶ Italians in the world. 

ü Japanese  

¶ Out and about in Tokyo including shopping, transactions 

and eating out. 

¶ Exchange students, house and school rules.  

 

Assessment:  

Some activities listed in the course will be used as assessment items. The following 

approximate weightings will be used in the assessment process: 

ü Speaking (Communicating meaning in the target language) 30% 

ü Responding (Understanding language and culture) 40% 

ü Writing (Communicating meaning in the target language) 30%  
 

Students will need to show competence in the four macro skills of listening, speaking, reading 

and writing. In Japanese, Kanji characters will be introduced. 
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Unit  Title : French Stage 3.2  

 Italian Stage 3.2  

 Japanese Stage 3.2  

 

Availability:  Year 10, Semester 2, Elective 

 

Enrolment Advice:  All Language units after Stage 1 are Electives  

To gain the most benefit from these units, you are strongly recommended to enrol for the four 

consecutive units which form the course in the target language in Stages 2 and 3. You can 

enrol in this unit if you have satisfactorily completed Stage 3.1 in the target language or have 

an equivalent command of the language. 

 

Content:  

In this unit, you will be required to use the target language to perform a variety of tasks in 

some areas of work such as: 

ü French 

¶ My childhood recollections; people and events  

¶ Life in the past 

¶ My future plans and career path 

ü Italian  

¶ Future aspirations and employment 

¶ Italian identity and Italian life 

¶ Sustainability and the environment 

ü Japanese  

¶ Giving directions 

¶ Sports heroes and media 

¶ Part time jobs  

¶ Cool Japan 

 

Assessment:  

Some activities listed in the course will be used as assessment items. In assessing over the 

semester, the following approximate weightings will be used in the assessment process: 

ü Speaking (Communicating meaning in the target language) 30% 

ü Responding (Understanding language and culture) 40% 

ü Writing (Communicating meaning in the target language) 30% 

 

Students will need to show competence in the four macro skills of listening, speaking, reading 

and writing. In Japanese, Kanji characters will be introduced. 
  

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?q=japanese+characters&hl=en&sa=X&rls=com.microsoft:en-au:IE-SearchBox&biw=1707&bih=739&tbm=isch&prmd=ivns&tbnid=jxtAX9mttmehjM:&imgrefurl=http://hoshinbudo.com/old/index.html&docid=UJtDtih-dtBMgM&w=435&h=773&ei=Spk3TsXILMGhmQX35_D7AQ&zoom=1
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DIGITAL AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

 

Digital Technology electives in year 9 and 10 aim at both building skills and understating in 

programming and its applications as well as giving students exposure to a range of areas 

which they could specialise in in senior years. There are no prerequisites  and students may 

select any unit in any order of preference, however it would be advantageous for students to 

build on their skills each term. Junior programming and applications experience is particularly 

recommended for students planning to take Senior Digital Technology courses.  

 

 

Digital 

Technologies  

Year 9 Unit  Year 10 Unit  

S1 
Introduction to 

Programming  
S1 

Further  

Programming 

S2 
Human Computer 

Interaction 
S2 

Applications of 

Technology 

 

 

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES  

Unit Title:  Introduction to Programming  

 

Availability:  Year 9, Semester 1, Elective 

 

Prerequisite:  Nil 

 

Content:   

This unit will develop focus on the processes involved in 

software and its development. This unit will look at how 

software programs are constructed by starting with development of basic programming 

concepts such as simple algorithms and data structures which are used in all computer-

programming systems.  In general, it will also be an introduction to algorithmic thinking and 

problem solving in the context of coding and computer science. These basic concepts will 

provide a good foundation for further studies in digital technologies. 

 

Assessment:   

ü Two Assignments / Projects:  30% and 40%  

ü Continuous Assessment: 30% 
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DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES  

Unit Title:  Human Computer Interaction  

 

Availability:  Year 9, Semester 2, Elective 

 

Prerequisite:  Nil 

 

Content:   

This unit will focus on the various ways in which we interact with technology. This will include 

looking at the human centric design of programs, applications, web design and game 

development. Once students have looked at the factors and considerations which affect good 

design choice, they will have the opportunity to put these to the test by developing their own 

game project. This would be particularly useful for students who wish to pursue game 

development in senior studies. However, any application of computer science and an even 

understating of its role in society will benefit greatly from an understanding of human 

computer interaction.  

 

Assessment:   

ü Two Assignments / Projects:  30% and 40%  

ü Continuous Assessment: 30% 
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DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES  

Unit Title:  Further programming  

 

Availability:  Year 10, Semester 1, Elective 

 

Prerequisite:  Nil 

 

Content:   

This unit will look at some of ways that technology is applied and shifts the focus to some of 

the hardware behind these applications. Students will learn about the fundamentals of 

networking, robotics, and the roll of data in society such as how itôs has given rise to machine 

learning and generative AI. This course allows students to see how computational thinking 

and problem solving has shaped and continues to shape society through the various 

technologies which are now imbedded in our lives. This course will benefit students wishing 

to study robotics or networking in senior courses by giving them an introduction to those fields 

and laying a framework of introductory concepts.  

 

Assessment:   

ü Two Assignments / Projects:  30% and 40%  

ü Continuous Assessment: 30% 
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DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES  

Unit Title:  Applications of Technology  

 

Availability:  Year 10, Semester 2, Elective 

 

Prerequisite:  Nil 

 

Content:   

This unit will look at some of ways that technology is applied and shifts the focus to some of 

the hardware behind these applications. Students will learn about the fundamentals of 

networking, robotics, and the roll of data in society such as how itôs has given rise to machine 

learning and generative AI. This course allows students to see how computational thinking 

and problem solving has shaped and continues to shape society through the various 

technologies which are now imbedded in our lives. This course will benefit students wishing 

to study robotics or networking in senior courses by giving them an introduction to those fields 

and laying a framework of introductory concepts.  

 

Assessment:   

ü Two Assignments / Projects:  30% and 40%  

ü Continuous Assessment: 30% 
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TECHNOLOGY AND APPLIED STUDIES (TAS) 

Year 9 and 10 Technology and Applied Studies elective courses have been specifically 

designed so that a student can either: 

ü Elect to study a design field that focuses on the use of particular technology in depth  

(i.e. Design and Wood Technology for four semesters); or 

ü Elect to study a range of design fields focusing on different technologies (i.e. two 

semesters each of Design and Metal Technology and Electronics and Robotics 

Technology). 

 

Prerequisites : 

The only prerequisite required is that a student must have completed the preceding level of 

a particular course before they can attempt the next level. The exception to this prerequisite 

is if students study Emerging Technologies: Design and Innovation, where each unit is 

standalone and does not need to be taken in sequence. There is no prerequisite for the first 

unit in any course except that students must display commitment, determination and be safety 

conscious in all workshop areas. 

 

Workplace Health & Safety, and Equipment : 

All students will be expected to wear a workshop apron (available for purchase from the 

college clothing shop) and sturdy enclosed shoes for all practical lessons. Students are also 

encouraged to bring their safety glasses, although these will be available for all students in a 

workshop setting. Compliance with all Workplace Health and Safety regulations will be 

expected from students. Students must pass a series of Health and Safety tests before 

accessing workshops. 

 

Folders and Presentations : 

An A3 display folder with clear plastic envelopes will be required to display student class and 

project work. Printed and digital images of practical work in various stages of completion will 

be encouraged as part of a student's design process folio presentation. These A3 display 

folders are available for purchase from the college clothing shop. 
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DESIGN AND METAL TECHNOLOGY 

Unit Title:  Design and Metal Technology 1  

 

Availability:  Years 9  and Year 10, Semester 1, Elective 

 

Enrolment Advice:  While no prerequisite is required for the Design and Metal 

 Technology 1, this unit must be completed before the next 

 level in metal technology can be attempted. Therefore, it is 

 strongly recommended that Unit 1 is studied in the first semester 

 of Year 9 or Year 10. 

 

Content:  

This unit is an introduction to the work contained in the subsequent metal units. As such it 

will cover the following areas: 

 

¶ Workplace Health and Safety 

¶ A design process 

¶ Welding 

¶ Metal fabrication 

¶ Fusion and brazing 

 

Students will be encouraged to complete a project and to take an active role in its design.  

Students will be required to work from a design brief, develop construction plans and 

manufacture the product designed.  Students will also undertake an evaluation of the finished 

product. 

 

Various tools and processes will be used and a strong emphasis on safety will be maintained.  

Both ferrous and non-ferrous metals will be introduced, and students will become aware of 

their properties and application.  An introduction to simple fastenings is an important part of 

this unit.  When they have finished this unit, students will appreciate of many different aspects 

of designing and working in metal. 

 

Assessment:  

ü Continues (practical and theory) Assessment 30% 

ü Project-Based Assessment 50% 

ü Design Process  20%  
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Unit Title:  Design and Metal Technology 2  

 

Availability:  Year 9 and Year 10, Semester 2, Elective 

 

Enrolment Advice:  Students must have completed Design and Metal  

 Technology 1 before enrolling in this unit. 

 

Content:  

In this unit, students will further extend their knowledge of metal fabrication and machining 

previously obtained from studies in Design and Metal Technology.  This will entail analysis of 

suitable designs for one or more practical projects, projects of increased complexity and 

advanced systems of forming and joining metal. 

 

Emphasis will be placed on rigorous safety procedures, and students will be expected to 

approach the tasks from a design perspective.  A higher level of graphics and technical 

drawing proficiency will be expected. 

 

ü Metal machining 

ü Electric/gas welding continued 

ü Sheet metal fabrication 

ü Engineering - basic techniques, metal machining 

 

Assessment:  

ü Continues (practical and theory) Assessment 30% 

ü Project Based Assessment  50% 

ü Design Process   20% 
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Unit Title:  Design and Metal Technology 3 

 

Availability:  Year 10, Semester 1, Elective 

 

Prerequisite:  No prerequisite but students are strongly encouraged to have 

 completed Design and Metal Technology 1 and 2 in Year 9. 

 

Content:  

In Design and Metal Technology 3, students will delve deeper into the world of metalworking 

and design thinking, building upon the intermediate skills acquired in previous units. This 

course focuses on equipping students with advanced techniques and conceptual frameworks 

to create functional and innovative furniture pieces. 

 

Throughout the course, students will refine their proficiency in welding, cutting, measuring, 

and forming metal. These foundational skills will serve as the basis for exploring complex 

design concepts and executing precise fabrication processes. Emphasis will be placed on 

craftsmanship, precision, and creativity in metalworking. 

 

A key aspect of this course is the integration of alternate materials alongside metal to 

enhance design possibilities and functionality. Students will learn how to select and apply 

materials such as wood, glass, and plastics strategically, considering their unique properties 

and applications in furniture design. 

 

Key components of the course include: 

ü Advanced Metalworking Techniques : Students will expand their repertoire of 

metalworking skills, including advanced welding techniques, precise cutting methods, and 

intricate forming processes. 
 

ü Design Thinking and Concept Development : Through design thinking exercises and 

project-based learning, students will cultivate their ability to generate innovative design 

concepts, analyse user needs, and develop detailed design plans. 

 

ü Material Integration : Students will explore the integration of alternate materials with 

metal, learning how to select, combine, and apply materials effectively to achieve desired 

aesthetics, functionality, and structural integrity. 
 

ü Furniture Design and Production : The course will focus on designing and producing 

furniture pieces where metal serves as the predominant material. Students will engage in 

the entire design and fabrication process, from concept ideation and prototyping to final 

production. 
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ü Critique and Iteration : Through peer critiques, teacher feedback, and iterative design 

processes, students will refine their designs, incorporating feedback to enhance 

functionality, ergonomics, and aesthetic appeal. 
 

ü Safety and Ethics : Workplace Health & Safety and ethical considerations in 

metalworking and design will be emphasized throughout the course, ensuring a 

responsible and professional approach to craftsmanship. 

 

Assessment:  

ü Continues (practical and theory) Assessment 30% 

ü Project Based Assessment  50% 

ü Design Process   20% 
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Unit Title:  Design and Metal Technology 4 

 

Availability:  Year 10, Semester 2, Elective 

 

Prerequisite:  Students must have completed Design & Metal Technology 3 to 

 progress in this course. 

 

Unit Description : 

Design and Metal Technology 4 builds upon the foundation laid in previous courses, 

particularly Design and Metal Technology 3, to advance students' proficiency in metalworking 

skills and design thinking. This course is designed to elevate students' abilities in welding, 

cutting, measuring, and forming metal while focusing on collaborative project development. 

The core focus of Design and Metal Technology 4 is to foster teamwork and project-based 

learning through the creation of team-based projects, with a primary emphasis on designing 

and producing downhill billy carts. These projects require a high level of precision, 

craftsmanship, and creative problem-solving, making them ideal for honing advanced 

metalworking skills and design capabilities. 

 

Key components of the course include: 

ü Advanced Metalworking Techniques:  Building on the skills acquired in previous units, 

students will further refine their metalworking techniques, including advanced welding 

methods, precise cutting and measuring, and complex forming processes. 
 

ü Design Thinking and Collaborative Project Development:  Students will engage in 

design thinking exercises to conceptualise and develop innovative designs for downhill 

billy carts. Emphasis will be placed on collaborative ideation, prototyping, and iterative 

design processes within teams. 
 

ü Material Selection and Integration:  Students will explore a variety of materials and 

their applications in billy cart design. They will learn how to select and integrate 

materials strategically to enhance performance, durability, and aesthetic appeal. 
 

ü Team-Based Project Execution:  Working in teams, students will apply their 

metalworking skills and design knowledge to fabricate downhill billy carts. Each team will 

be responsible for the entire production process, from initial design sketches to final 

assembly and testing. 
 

ü Testing, Evaluation, and Iteration:  Teams will conduct rigorous testing and evaluation 

of their billy carts, identifying areas for improvement and implementing iterative design 

changes to optimise performance and functionality. 
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ü Safety and Quality Assurance:  Workplace Health & Safety and quality assurance 

measures will be integrated throughout the project development process, ensuring a 

safe working environment and adherence to high-quality standards. 

 

 

Assessment:  

ü Continues (practical and theory) Assessment 30% 

ü Project Based Assessment  50% 

ü Design Process   20% 
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DESIGN AND WOOD TECHNOLOGY 

Unit Title:  Design and Wood Technology 1  

 

Availability:  Year 9 and Year 10, Semester 1, Elective 

 

Enrolment Advice:  Available to Year 9 and Year 10. While no prerequisite is required 

 for Design and Wood Technology Unit 1, this unit must be 

 completed before the next level in Design and Wood Technology 

 can be attempted. Therefore, it is strongly recommended that  

 Unit 1 is studied in Year 9. 

 

Content:  

This unit is an introduction to the work contained in the subsequent Design and Wood 

Technology units. As such it will cover the following areas: 

ü Workplace Health and Safety 

ü Design Process 

ü Simple Containers 

ü Frame Construction 

ü Wood Machining 

ü Basic Joints 

 

Students will be encouraged to complete a practical project based on a container and actively 

participate in its design. Within the unit, students will be required to work from a design brief, 

produce working drawings and evaluate the finished product. Various tools and machines will 

be used, and a strong emphasis will be placed on safety. Introducing simple woodworking 

joints will be an important part of this unit. 

 

When students have completed this unit, they should have an appreciation of the many 

different aspects of designing and working with wood. 

 

Assessment:  

ü Continues (practical and theory) Assessment 30% 

ü Project-Based Assessment  50% 

ü Design Process   20% 
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Unit Title:  Design and Wood Technology 2  

 

Availability:  Year 9 and Year 10, Semester 2, Elective 

 

Enrolment Advice:  Before enrolling in this unit, students must have completed  

 Design and Wood Technology 1. 

 

Content:  

In this unit, students will build on the box and frame construction aspects of the Design and 

Wood Technology 1 unit.  This will entail more complex designed projects.  The emphasis is 

once again on safe working and the design aspects of the materials and processes used.  

Students will be inducted into using power tools and various timber processing machines.  

They will learn about timber widening and dowel joints in addition to further developing their 

skills in dovetail, housing, and rebate joints. 

 

Assessment:  

ü Continues (practical and theory) Assessment 30% 

ü Project-Based Assessment  50% 

ü Design Process   20% 
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Unit Title:  Design and Wood Technology 3  

 

Availability:  Year 10, Semester 1, Elective 

 

Enrolment Advice:  Students must have completed Design and Wood Technology 2 

 before enrolling in this unit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Content:  

This unit will enhance studentsô awareness of timberôs natural qualities and beauties. They 

will be encouraged to develop their creativity by completing a framed project.  Students will 

also be expected to experiment with various timbers and framing joints. 

 

There is a strong emphasis on the application of a finish in this project, where various polishes 

and coatings will be used to complete the job.  

 

Students continuing will commence designing practical projects towards the end of this unit. 

 

Assessment:  

ü Continues (practical and theory) Assessment 30% 

ü Project-Based Assessment  50% 

ü Design Process   20% 
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Unit Title:  Design and Wood Technology 4  

 

Availability:  Year 10, Semester 2, Elective 

 

Enrolment Advice:  Students must have completed Design and Wood Technology 3 

 before enrolling in this unit. Initial design work should have 

 been started towards the end of Semester 1. 

 

 

Content:  

 

'Bring your own design'; this unit allows the student to design, construct and evaluate a project 

of their choosing. The design could be the student's own or adapted from an existing product. 

Orthogonal and pictorial drawings of a high standard, and an accurate cutting list, would need 

to be produced before a student could begin construction.  A comprehensive design portfolio 

detailing the progress, modifications and evolution of the project would need to be kept 

continuously.  Students will be introduced to industry manufacturing methods and develop 

Timber and Furniture Making industry links within Canberra. 

 

This is an enjoyable but challenging course.  Its selection will require students to demonstrate 

high dedication and time management. 

 

Assessment:  

ü Continues (practical and theory) Assessment 30% 

ü Project-Based Assessment  50% 

ü Design Process   20% 
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ELECTRONICS AND ROBOTICS 

Unit Title:  Electronics and Robotics Technology 1  

 

Availability:  Year 9 and Year 10, Semester 1, Elective 

 

Enrolment Advice:  

While no prerequisite is required for Electronics and Robotics Technology Unit 1 this unit 

must be successfully completed before the next level in Electronics and Robotics Technology 

can be attempted.  Therefore, it is strongly recommended that unit 1 is studied in Year 9.  

 

Content:  

This unit offers a ñhands-onò approach to electronics.  Students will be required to design, 

draw and interpret some interesting circuits and then construct them using vero boards and 

enclose them in an appropriately designed container.  These circuits will include a wide 

variety of electronic components which students will be able to recognise and use in the 

appropriate places.  Naturally it follows that you will learn how to solder neatly and efficiently. 

Once you have constructed a circuit you will be required to test and evaluate its performance.  

If the circuit does not work properly, you will be taught basic troubleshooting methods to 

rectify any faults that may be in it. 

 

Students will be required to complete a Design folio for each project made. The completed 

project will be able to be taken home. 

 

Assessment:  

ü Continues (practical and theory) Assessment 30% 

ü Project Based Assessment  50% 

ü Design Process   20% 
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Unit Title:  Electronics and  Robotics Technology 2  

 

Availability:  Year 9 and Year 10, Semester 2, Elective 

 

Enrolment Advice:  

Students must have completed Electronics and Robotics Technology 1 before enrolling in 

this unit. 

 

Content:  

This unit offers students the opportunity to design and construct more complex electronic 

systems. They will design, construct and test many of the ñBuilding Blocksò used in modern 

day electro-technology such as amplifiers, multivibrators, and power supplies. Students will 

develop a secure theoretical basis in conjunction with each circuit built. 

 

Students will also learn how to design and make their own circuit boards using CAD, and 

manufacture simple electric motors.  

 

Once they have mastered the basics students will be able to choose from a range of projects 

to construct a major work for this course. 

 

Students will be required to complete a Design folio for each of the initial modules and their 

major project.  

 

Assessment:  

ü Continues (practical and theory) Assessment 30% 

ü Project Based Assessment  50% 

ü Design Process   20% 
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Unit Title:  Electronics and Robotics Technology 3  

 

Availability:  Year 10, Semester 1, Elective 

 

Enrolment Advice:  

Students must have completed Electronics and Robotics Technology 2 before enrolling in 

this unit. 

 

Content:  

Digital Electronics is everywhere. We could not live without it, from Digital timers and 

computers to Blu-ray disc and Smartphones. In this unit students will investigate the basics 

of digital electronics by constructing new digital circuits. Once they have mastered the basics 

students will use their skills to design and build digital circuits. All of their circuit building will 

draw upon the knowledge gained in previous units. 

 

Robotics and system design are important aspects of the modern mass production process. 

Though automation and good system design, products are produced at a faster rate with 

economic benefits. This unit will introduce students to the exciting world of robotics. They will 

design a robot using various moving components and sensors to perform several prescribed 

tasks. Students will also program the command module with basic system commands to 

move the robot to perform set tasks. 

 

Students will be required to complete a Design folio for each project built. 

 

Assessment:  

ü Continues (practical and theory) Assessment 30% 

ü Project Based Assessment  50% 

ü Design Process   20% 
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Unit Title:  Electronics and Robotics Technology 4  

 

Availability:  Year 10, Semester 2, Elective 

 

Enrolment Advice:  Students must have completed Electronics Technology 3 

 before enrolling in this unit. 

 

Content:  

Advanced circuit building, involving simple motors and computer diagnostics, will feature in 

this unit which will offer the opportunity to develop and integrate many electro-technology 

skills. As the major project students will be able to build advanced circuiting, using motors 

and electronic components. They could also study both the theory and practical side of the 

various components that make up modern computers. 

 

Students will continue to develop more advanced skills in manufacturing a robot to perform 

more complex tasks using advanced componentry. They will have an opportunity to gauge 

their skills and knowledge of system design and robotics in various local and possibly 

interstate Robotic Challenge Competitions. 

 

Each assignment will require a design folio, complete with investigation and research into 

and examples of ideas and designs related to aspects of electronic design. The use of word 

processing and computer-aided design (CAD) will be encouraged in the presentation of folios. 

 

Assessment:  

ü Continues (practical and theory) Assessment 30% 

ü Project Based Assessment  50% 

ü Design Process   20% 
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EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES: DESIGN AND INNOVATION 

Unit Title:  Emerging Technologies: Design and Innovation 1  

 

Availability:  Year 9 and Year 10, Semester 1, Elective 

 

Enrolment Advice:  

While no prerequisite is required for Design and Innovation 1.  However, it is recommended 

that this unit is completed before the next level in Design and Innovation can be attempted. 

Therefore, it is strongly recommended that Unit 1 is studied in Year 9. 

 

Content:  

A study of Design and Innovation enables students to: 

ü Explore critical thinking and decision making skills. 

ü Develop literacy in technology (with a focus using CAD as a Communication tool) 

ü Relate to a wide range of studies and vocations (STEM) 

ü Gain skills applicable to a range of domestic and leisure skills. 

ü Improve society through a better understanding of design, technology and 

environmentally sustainable practices. 

 

This course introduces students to design strategies and techniques for developing 

alternative points of view and exploring multiple solutions to a given problem. 

 

This unit will explore a design process and the fundamental areas that lead to students having 

a good basic understanding of graphical communication which will enable them to continue 

with this subject to its completion.  Graphics is a structured discipline that contributes 

significantly to the communication, analytical and problem-solving skills of students 

regardless of their educational or vocational aspirations.  While promoting effective 

communication in graphical forms, this course of study develops studentsô specific abilities to 

acquire and apply knowledge and understanding, reasoning and presentation skills through 

investigating, analysing, synthesising and evaluating. 

 

Assessment:  

ü Continues (practical and theory) Assessment 30% 

ü Project Based Assessment  50% 

ü Design Process   20% 
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Unit Title:  Emerging Technologies: Design and Innovation 2 

 

Availability:  Year 9 and Year 10, Semester 2, Elective 

 

Enrolment Advice:    Prerequisite ï There are no prerequisite to study this unit, 

 however, it is recommended that students have studied the 

 Design and Innovation 1. 

 

Content:  

While similar topics of design are covered in Design and Innovation 1, they are studied in 

greater depth.  This unit should enable students to initiate their own investigations as a result 

of something that has aroused their curiosity.  They ask perceptive questions and respond to 

design tasks in innovative ways.  Students will identify ways of improving their own scientific 

and technological solutions by considering issues such as how well something works, its 

appearance and how it might affect the environment. 

 

Through the analysis of real-world case studies, students will develop an understanding of 

how to use design-thinking methods to tackle complex problems. The unit will discuss how 

design can be used as a method and as a way of thinking to drive innovation for products, 

services and processes. 

 

An Introduction to Computer Aided Design (CAD) using the 2D AutoCAD package and other 

3D modelling software will also be studied. 

 

Assessment:  

ü Continues (practical and theory) Assessment 30% 

ü Project Based Assessment  50% 

ü Design Process   20% 
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Unit Title:  Emerging Technologies: Design and Innovation 3 

 

Availability:  Year 9 and Year 10, Semester 1, Elective 

 

Enrolment Advice:  Prerequisite: There are no prerequisites 

 to study this unit, however, it is 

 recommended that students have studied 

 Design and Innovation 2.   

 

Content:  

AutoCAD will be used as the main tool to produce design drawings and 

schematics.  Students will also be introduced to a variety of 3D drawing, presentation and 

animation software. 

 

In this unit, students will learn how to undertake investigations independently in order to satisfy 

their own curiosity.  They will select and use appropriate language, structures and media and 

demonstrate skills in critically examining and communicating scientific and technological ideas 

and issues.  Students will learn about relating their scientific and technological understanding to 

new tasks or different situations. 

 

Students will learn awareness of the skills and processes involved in designing and making, 

investigating and using technology.  They will manage the design process including aspects of 

time management, design constraints and needs of the target audience.  Students will be required 

to make decisions involving some conflicting interests or issues, for example ethical, aesthetic, 

environmental and cultural. 

 

Students will use two- and three-dimensional drawings and models to develop and modify their 

design ideas and to communicate details to others. They recognise and use some conventions 

and symbols related to developing plans and diagrams, such as measurements and some use of 

scale. They can observe the form and detail of objects carefully in order to produce accurate 

drawings from different views and they reflect on their drawings, sketches or computer models. 

 

An emphasis of a design process, cultural influences, modern and futuristic technologies will form 

the basis in all design projects undertaken by students. In addition, students will study concepts 

of mass production, manufacturing, distribution, marketing and advertising. 

 

Assessment:  

ü Continues (practical and theory) Assessment 30% 

ü Project Based Assessment  50% 

ü Design Process   20% 
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Unit Title:  Emerging Technologies: Design and Innovation 4  

 

Availability:  Year 9 and Year 10, Semester 2, Elective 

 

Enrolment Advice:  Prerequisite: There are no prerequisites to study this unit, 

however, it is recommended that students have studied Design 

and Innovation 3. 

 

Content:  

This unit will allow students to study the specific areas of application AutoCAD 2D, 3D, Revit 

and various presentation software as main tools to produce all technical schematic drawings 

and design presentations.  Through small group exercises, students will apply design 

strategies and techniques, such as lateral thinking, experiential prototyping and speculative 

design. Students will develop a deep understanding of these strategies and techniques 

through the various assessment items, which capture theory, analytical reflection, and the 

practical application of methods. 

 

Specific areas of application that will be studied: 

ü Environments that affect people and society. The focus could include natural or built 

environments in a domestic or urban setting including public spaces, rural and marine. 

ü Fundamentals and principles of Interior, Landscape and Architectural design relating to 

the focus areas of elements, functions, and structure. 

ü Ecological Sustainability includes focus areas of resources, environmental impact, 

innovative and emerging technologies, recycling and energy consumption. Interior and 

Architectural design and production using the design process to produce 2D and 3D 

solutions to be presented in a design folio. 

 

Assessment:  

ü Continues (practical and theory) Assessment 30% 

ü Project Based Assessment  50% 

ü Design Process   20% 
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PERFORMING ARTS 

The Performing Arts Department offers Music, Concert Band and Drama courses in Year 9 

and Year 10. 

 

AMPLIFIED MUSIC AND CONCERT BAND 

Students in Amplified Music and Concert Band study the same units which have sequential 

themes. However, students in the class choose the specific musical styles and artists to cover 

within those units as they go along. 
 

ü What is the role of music in your life?  

In this unit you will investigate the artists and styles that you know and love through 

performances, workshops, practical activities and compositions. Youôll learn where your 

favourite styles come from, how they are created and what they mean to other people. 

You will also learn how to read and write music in order to create your own style that is 

unique to you. 
 

ü How can technology help us experience new music?  

In this unit you will investigate contemporary artists who use technology to perform, create 

and study music. Youôll learn how to use technology, experiment with new sounds, write 

songs and discover more about digital platforms. Youôll perform a range of styles ï both 

solo and ensemble ï and discover new ways of recording yourself and others. Youôll 

continue to learn how to read and write music with an emphasis on using digital 

technologies. 
 

ü What do you need to do to put on a great show?  

In this unit you will investigate many different types of performance contexts and situations 

what it takes to put on a great show ï from rehearsing to booking the venue. Youôll explore 

styles featured in concert halls, musicals, films, television, sporting events, restaurants 

and more.  Youôll study the music by historyôs greatest artists from Rock, Pop, Jazz and 

more.  Youôll rehearse and refine your skills in order to present a major public performance 

and youôll continue to develop your musicianship skills and abilities as a composer. 
 

ü What are the most important pieces of music ever written?  

In this unit you will research and investigate the most important music ever written and 

why it has become so famous. Youôll form your own ideas about trends and fashions by 

performing different styles, responding to other peopleôs performances, listening to a wide 

range of music and writing your own compositions. Youôll experiment by learning new 

instruments from each other and attend large scale public performances by professional 

groups. 
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AMPLIFIED MUSIC 

Unit  Title : Amplified Music 9   

 Amplified Music 10   
 

Availability:  Year 9 and Year 10 Semester 1, 2, 3 and 4 
 

Enrolment Advice:  

It is preferable that you are learning your chosen instrument from a qualified teacher, but it 

is not essential  as there will be a range of musical experiences for you in the course. If you 

do learn an instrument, it may be either through the Collegeôs instrumental tuition programme 

or from an external teacher. 
 

Content:  

In this course you will be able to continue your study of music as a soloist and / or as an 

ensemble player. This will be based around the four areas of inquiry mentioned previously.  
 

Students will perform at least two pieces each semester, create their own music, learn about 

a variety of musical styles, develop musicianship skills and become familiar with the use of 

music technology. 
 

A high level of achievement in this course in three or four 

semesters will ensure the student meet prerequisites for entry into 

Tertiary Music in Years 11 and 12, but you will need to consult 

with the music staff to make sure you are ready to go on with work 

at that level. 
 

In Music, students will choose a range 

of styles to study within each unit.  This 

may include: 

ü Rock, Pop and Hip Hop Through 

Australian Eyes 

ü Baroque, Classical, Romantic and 

20th Century Art Music 

ü Jazz 

ü Music and Technology 

ü Film and Television Music 

ü Music of the Theatre 

ü Folk and World Music  

ü Own-choice styles 
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CONCERT BAND 

Unit  Title : Concert Band 9   

 Concert Band 10  

 

Availability:  Year 9 and Year 10 Semester 1, 2, 3 and 4  

 

Enrolment Advice:  

You will need to be learning a band instrument from a qualified teacher, either through the 

Collegeôs instrumental tuition programme or from a private teacher. 

 

Content:  

In this course you will be able to continue your study of music as a member of a concert band 

and also become involved in solo and small ensemble playing. This will be based around the 

four areas of inquiry mentioned previously. 

 

You will perform as an ensemble on numerous occasions in festivals, assemblies, 

competitions and tours.  You will create your own music, learn about a variety of musical 

styles and learn about musical technology. 

 

A high level of achievement in this course in three or four semesters will ensure you meet 

prerequisites for entry into Tertiary Music in Year 11 and Year 12, 

but you will need to consult with the music staff to make sure you 

are ready to go on with work at that level. 

 

In Concert Band, students will choose 

a range of styles to study within each 

unit.  This may include: 

ü Rock, Pop and Hip Hop Through 

Australian Eyes 

ü Baroque, Classical, Romantic and 

20th Century Art Music 

ü Jazz 

ü Music and Technology 

ü Film and Television 

Music 

ü Music of the Theatre 

ü Folk and World Music  

ü Own-choice styles 
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DRAMA 

Unit  Title : Spotlight Drama 9   

 Spotlight Drama 10 

 

Availability:  Year 9 and Year 10 Semester 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Enrolment Advice:  

Enrolment Advice: Students in Spotlight Drama study units which have sequential themes. In 

this specialist course students will have the opportunity to perform in professional venues, 

experience actor training workshops run by industry professionals and create and devise 

work for evening public performances. You should complete all 8 to be fully prepared for 

further study in Years 11 and 12.  Each semester will comprise two units. 

 

Year 9 Content : 

ü Unit 1: How can you think quickly and improvise together on stage?  

In this unit you will develop your play-building skills through improvisation, workshops, 

performance, practical exercises and written work (journals, critical reflection).  You will 

prepare and develop characters and technical skills focusing on performances, looking at 

spontaneous and prepared improvisation. Developing 

improvisation skills will prepare students to participate 

in Theatre Sports competitions and activities. 

 

ü Unit 2:  How can you work as a team to create a 

strong physical performance?  

In this unit you will develop skills and knowledge in 

Physical Theatre and will participate in the Act Up 

Theatre Festival. As part of this process, you will work with professional theatre artists to 

create a group Physical Theatre performance. You will perform on a professional stage at 

the Canberra Theatre as part of this schoolôs festival. Skill development includes physical 

strength, body balance, and awareness while working in a team to fly, flip and tumble. 

 

ü Unit 3:  How does an actor transform into a character?  

In this unit you will develop actor training in the Stanislavski system to create interesting 

and believable characters. You will further develop your role play and improvisation skills 

during the rehearsal process. You will explore a range of scripted plays and be introduced 

to the fundamentals of theatre design and technical theatre such as lighting and 

projection. 

 

ü Unit 4:  How can you be a film star?  

In this unit of work you will develop your acting skills for the camera!  In workshops you 

will explore the elements of drama for film such as actor voice, movement and intention. 

You will learn the basics of film making, camera work and editing. Interpreting and 
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adapting film scripts from different genres will allow for creativity and polished group film 

projects. 

 

Year 10 Content : 

ü Unit 5:   How can theatre be a dream  or nightmare ?  

In this unit of work, you will be introduced to the theatre style of non-naturalism. Through 

practical workshop and performance, you will further explore the elements of drama 

through the act of transformation. You will study the masters of transformation from 

Grotowski, Artaud, and Meyerhold. You will continue to develop characters as well as 

transforming the drama space into a variety of locations or environments. You will explore 

a range of techniques which assist a performer to create interesting, effective dramatic 

environments for your work, including the impact of lighting, sound, and projection. You 

will learn how technical elements can be applied in multi-media theatre. 
 

ü Unit 6: What do you need to create a ten -minute scripted play ?  

In this unit, you will continue to explore group performance through the development of 

an original work for Act Up!  You will devise this work with the guidance of guest teaching 

artists, who help you create an original ten-minute work that you perform on the Canberra 

Theatre stage, for a public audience.  You are the actors, stage managers, lighting 

designers, directors, and costume designers for this exciting, large-scale, public 

performance.  You can draw on the many theatre styles you have explored, such as 

comedy, drama, non-naturalism, realism, and multimedia. 
 

ü Unit 7:   Unit 7:  How does comedy make the world go round?  

In this unit of work you will explore the origins of comedy. You will learn about the different 

styles of comedy, their techniques and how to apply these in performance. You will be 

writing and devising a stand-up comedy routine, slapstick and many other forms of 

physical comedy. You will view and analyse successful comedians and understand the 

mechanics of comedy. 

 

You will explore the world of classical tragedy and comedy, slapstick, farce, surreal, satire, 

comedia dell'arte, Shakespeare, Jacobean playwrights, restoration theatre, melodrama, 

realistic drama and 20th century theatre. 
 

ü Unit 8:    Why is tragedy at the heart of Drama?  

In this unit you will explore the elements of tragedy and how this relates to our human 

experience. You will be introduced some of Shakespeareôs most famous tragedies as well 

as more modern plays. You will work in groups to create a documentary theatre 

performance based on a tragic Australian event or person/people. You will develop your 

performance, script writing and research skills.  You will perform your documentary theatre 

piece at the Come Alive Theatre Festival and perform for the public. 
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FOOD TECHNOLOGY 

Unit Title:  Food and Nutrition  

 

Availability:  Year 9, Semester 1, Elective 

 

Content:  

This unit aims to support students to develop the capacity to make decisions, solve problems 

and develop critical and creative responses to practical concerns of individuals, families and 

communities in the local and global context.  

This unit is designed to encourage students to think about the foods they eat, why they eat, 

the function of food and how it affects their health and wellbeing. Students identify the food 

nutrients and relate them to their daily food intake.  

 

ü Concepts introduced in this unit include: 

¶ Safe work practices - working accurately 

¶ Hygiene 

¶ Using equipment 

¶ Introduction to nutrition 

¶ Dietary food models 

¶ Australian Dietary Guidelines 

¶ Meal planning 
 

ü In this unit you will develop: 

¶ Organisational skills 

¶ Skills in food preparation and presentation 

¶ Research and oral skills 

¶ Skills in participating in co-operative learning 

¶ An understanding of the role of the five food groups in our diet 

¶ An understanding of the importance of meal planning for our fast moving lives 

 

Assessment:  

ü Group and written assignments 

ü Continuous assessments 

ü Written / practical tests 
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Unit Title:  Food By Design  

 

Availability:  Year 9, Semester 2, Elective 

 

Content:  

This unit will enable students to investigate the design process and apply this to new food 

products and seasonal meal ideas. Students will independently and collaboratively apply 

design thinking to create solutions to design briefs. They will develop an understanding of the 

factors which influence healthy food choices. 

 

ü Concepts introduced in this unit include: 

¶ Consumerism 

¶ Food availability 

¶ Packaging and labelling 

¶ Food processing and production techniques 

¶ Designing, making and appraising food items 

¶ Safe work practices and hygiene 

¶ Food presentation 
 

ü Skills to be developed: 

¶ Organisational skills 

¶ Skills in food preparation and presentation 

¶ Research and oral skills 

¶ Designing, making and appraising food 

¶ Presenting foods for display 

 

Assessment:  

ü Continuous assessment 

ü Written assignment 

ü Written / practical test 

ü Creative gingerbread house 
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Unit Title:  Food and the Australian Identity  
 

Availability:  Year 10, Semester 1, Elective  
 

Prerequisite:  Nil 
 

Content:  

ü Students will explore the history of Australian food habits and the diverse range of 

multicultural influences that have been used to shape our food culture. During this unit, 

the following topics will be covered:  

¶ food habits of the Indigenous peoples of Australia; 

¶ historical events that have shaped Australia's early food habits;  

¶ influence of technology on food habits and food availability; 

¶ investigating meal patterns of other cultures such as Spanish, Mexican and French 

cuisines; and 

¶ impact of multiculturalism upon our eating habits.  
 

ü Concepts introduced in this unit include: 

¶ Multicultural foods 

¶ Safety when working in a commercial kitchen 

¶ The relationship between food, technology and society 

¶ Food choices 

¶ Influence of Technology  

¶ Meal patterns 

¶ OzHarvest 

 

ü Skills to be developed: 

¶ Food preparation and presentation skills 

¶ Develop research skills 

¶ Develop skills in participating in co-operative learning 

¶ Develop an understanding of the relationship between food and cultural significance 

 

Assessment:  

ü Continuous assessment 

ü Written assignment 

ü Written / practical test 
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Unit Title:  Let's Celebrate  

 

Availability:  Year 10, Semester 2, Elective  

 

Prerequisite:  Nil 
 

Content:  

Food is an important component of many occasions. Food presentation and service is a focus 

of the unit and students will learn how to present and garnish foods appropriate to a given 

setting. The unit culminates in the preparation and presentation of a function for a group of 

invited guests. Students explore a range of special occasions including social, cultural, 

religious, historical and family. Students plan and prepare safe food, demonstrating 

appropriate food handling and presentation skills. 
 

ü Concepts introduced in this unit include: 

¶ Celebration cakes 

¶ The significance of food in celebrations 

¶ Cultural celebrations 

¶ Food Traditions 

¶ Cake decorating 
 

ü Skills to be developed: 

¶ Food preparation and presentation skills 

¶ Develop research skills 

¶ Develop interpersonal skills 

¶ Develop skills in participating in co-operative learning  

¶ Develop an understanding of the relationship between food and cultural significance 
 

Assessment:  

ü Continuous assessment 

ü Written assignment 

ü Written / practical test 
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VISUAL ARTS 

You may choose from three areas of study in the Visual Arts: 

ü Visual Art 

ü Visual Communication 

ü Photography 

ü Media 
 
These subjects are offered as Senior courses in Years 11 and 12. 

 

Visual Arts in Senior School is more than just making artðit's about developing your creative 

voice, exploring new ways to see the world, and building essential skills for your future. 

 

Studying art gives you the chance to express yourself, boost your focus, reduce stress, and 

engage with ideas in powerful and personal ways. It also strengthens your ability to think 

critically, solve problems creatively, and communicate visuallyðskills that are in high demand 

in todayôs evolving world. 

 

Whether youôre aiming for a creative career or simply want to explore your passion, Visual 

Arts can open doors. Youôll build a portfolio, refine your technical abilities, and learn how to 

develop and present your ideasðvaluable in any path you choose. 

 

If youôre interested in careers like: 

 Fine Art or Photography 

 Architecture or Environmental Design 

 Fashion or Illustration 

 Graphic, Web, or Game Design 

 Film, Animation, or Media Production 

é then Visual Arts is the perfect subject to 

support your goals and help you stand out. 
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YEAR 9 VISUAL ARTS - ELECTIVES 

Unit Title:  2D Studio Art  & 3D Studio Art   

 

Availability:  Year 9, Semester 1 and Semester 2, Elective  

 

Enrolment Advice:  

If you are interested in experimenting with a wide range of materials and enjoy exploring 

techniques and skills to create artworks and express ideas, then this would be a good choice. 

 

Content:  

ü 2D Studio Arts  

Create a range of two-dimensional 

artworks using different forms of art-

making and explore technical skills and 

creative possibilities. Refine your ability to 

communicate the connection between the 

meaning of your art  and the work itself.  

Focus on elements and principles of 

design, key historical design movements, 

and explore different ways to create ideas 

for artéand then display.  

 

ü 3D Studio Arts   

Whatôs more important Form or Function? Discover the answer when you make and 

explore a range of sculptural media and develop new skills.   

 

Transform solid materials into any shape or form and challenge 

yourself to visualise and work with a spatial awareness. Express 

your viewpoints and representations through sculpting, and 

explore techniques and methods in sculpting, assemblage and 

casting. 

 

Assessment:  

ü Art Making 60% 

ü Art Responding 40% 
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Unit Title:  Photography 1 & 2 

 

Availability:  Year 9, Elective 

 

Enrolment Advice:  For enrolment in this course, you must be able to demonstrate 

 responsible and reliable use of the camera.  

 

Content:   

ü Focus & Frame: Introduction to DSLR Photography   

Start your photography journey by learning the basics of DSLR camerasðhow they work, 

how to shoot in manual mode, and how to take control of your images through settings 

like shutter speed, aperture, and ISO.  Along the way, you'll dive into the history of 

photography, gaining an understanding of how the medium has evolved from traditional 

techniques to the digital age. Hands-on tasks will help you build confidence with your 

camera and develop your creative eye. 

 

ü Altered Reality: Creating the Unexpected  

In this unit, photography meets imagination. Learn how to transform ordinary images into 

extraordinary artworks through creative compositions and digital manipulation. 

Youôll explore techniques like blending, merging multiple images, and using layering tools 

to create surreal or conceptual photo art. Discover how photography can tell new stories 

and present alternate realities, all while refining your editing skills and visual storytelling. 

 

 

Assessment:  

ü Making  60% 

ü Responding 40%  
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Unit Titles:  Media Studies  1 & 2 

 

Availability:  Year 9, Elective 

 

Enrolment Advice:  

Media Arts is a fun and creative subject. Throughout the course students 

will have opportunities to create their own forms of media products such as 

product and film posters, film making (producing your own documentary and 

mini genre films, Television programs), video graphics and animations, using software such 

as Photoshop, Premiere Pro and After Effects. The course will develop an awareness and 

appreciation of the media in the world around us and how it can inform and influence society. 

 

Content:   

ü Media 1  - Video Production.   

The video production unit will have a focus on the creation of 

narrative stories within Media and the creation of 

documentaries. Students will create short narrative films 

learning lighting and sound, filming and editing techniques, 

as well as creating a 2-minute documentary. Students will be 

learning about the basic functions of the camera and using 

the editing program Premiere Pro.  

 

ü Media 2  

Fictional TV. Students will learn about the differences between television and film. 

Projects will include the creation of Television title sequence as well as the creation of a 

pilot television series. We will look at the history of television from its inception to the 

current streaming phenomenon and how TV has had a hand in the shaping of nations.  

 

Assessment  

ü Making         60% 

ü Responding  40% 

 

  



 

Year 9 and Year 10 Handbook  Page | 96 

 

YEAR 10 VISUAL ARTS - ELECTIVES 

Unit Titles:  Studio to Gallery  3 & 4 
 

Availability:  Year 10, Elective 
 

Enrolment Advice:  There are no prerequisites for these units. 

 

Content:  

ü Studio to Gallery 3 - Thinking with Art  

Art has the power to make people better.  Explore the role of art in our society and create artworks 

with intention and expression. This unit aims to develop concepts for art which use a variety of 

three or two-dimensional forms.  Explore social and cultural points of view.  A variety of materials 

and artistic conventions are manipulated to develop skills in 

technologies, techniques and processes. Apply elements, principles 

and your knowledge of technical processes to communicate specific 

meaning, purposes and style in your own artworks. Conceptualise art 

making through processes and use themes to express your personal 

aesthetic for an audience. 

 

ü Studio to Gallery  4 

Art is more powerful when it creates connection with a community.  Create artworks specifically 

designed to communicate with an audience. In this unit select a variety of materials and processes 

to represent your own ideas and subject matter. Techniques are explored, refined and 

manipulated to represent concepts and themes. The relationships of elements and principles are 

analysed through artistic process and used in ideas for your visual representations. Identify the 

influences of artistsô visual language, which show expression in your own artworks and artworks 

from different cultures, times and places. Create a major self-directed practical portfolio work for 

the purpose of display and install your work in the annual exhibition.  

 

Assessment:   

ü Art Making 60% 

ü Responding 40% 
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Unit Title:  Digital Photography 3 & 4 

 

Availability:  Year 10, Electives 
 

Enrolment Advice:   

For enrolment in this course, you must be able to demonstrate 

responsible and reliable use of the camera and specialist 

equipment.  
 

Content:  

ü Post Modern Perspectives  

Explore Postmodern photography by investigating 

contemporary Australian photographers. Use macro 

lenses to capture fine detail and experiment with 

editing techniques like Polar Coordinates and 

Panoramas using Adobe Photoshop. 

 

Learn how to challenge traditional ideas and express 

concepts through creative manipulation. Analyse how 

photographers use visual language and develop your 

own ideas through planning, editing, and preparing 

work for display. 
 

ü Modernism and Architecture  

Discover Modernist photography through a focus on architecture. On excursions to 

Canberraôs Parliamentary Triangle, photograph Art Deco and Modernist buildings using 

compositional techniques like framing, leading lines, and symmetry. 
 

Enhance your skills in composing strong, balanced images and reflect Modernist design 

principles in your own work. Evaluate how your photos communicate meaning and how 

presentation can shape interpretation. 
 

Assessment:   

ü Making  60% 

ü Responding 40% 
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Unit Title:  Media Studies 3 & 4  

 

Availability:  Year 10, Elective 

 

ü Enrolment Advice:   

Media Arts is a fun and creative subject. Throughout the course 

students will have opportunities to create their own forms of media 

products such as product and film posters, film making (producing your own documentary 

and mini genre films, Television programs), video graphics and animations, using Adobe 

software such as Photoshop, Premiere Pro and After-Effects. The course will develop an 

awareness and appreciation of the media in the world around us and how it can inform 

and influence society. 

 

Content:  

ü Media Genres  

This course provides an exploration of media genres within the areas of film, television, 

and audio. Students will analyse and evaluate various genres, 

gaining an understanding of their characteristics, evolution, 

and cultural significance. Through a use of practical classwork 

and assessment, students will develop the skills necessary to 

create, recognise and interpret genres within different media 

formats. The course aims to foster a nuanced understanding 

of genre conventions, their social impact, and their role in 

shaping audience experiences. 

 

ü Media in Advertising  

The Advertising in Media course is designed to introduce students 

to the basic concepts, and practices of advertising within the 

context of various media platforms (Film, TV, Radio and Print 

Media). Students will explore the role of advertising in shaping 

consumer behaviour, learn about and different advertising 

techniques, and develop the necessary skills to create effective 

advertisements for a wide variety of audiences. 

 

Assessment :  

ü Making 60% 

ü Responding 40% 
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COMBINED YEAR 9 & 10 VISUAL ARTS - ELECTIVES 

Unit Title s: Visual Communication 1, 2, 3 & 4 

 

Availability:  Year 9/10, Elective 
 

Enrolment Advice:   

If you are interested in visual communication and 

learning more about the conventions, manipulation 

and production of ideas using digital software then this is the course for you. Please note that 

this elective will run as a combined 9/10 Class, with the units rolling through a 2 year cycle.  

 

Content:  

ü Unit 1 - 2D Visual Design  

This unit enables students to make and respond to works of traditional and contemporary 

Graphic Design.  Digital technologies are used to build 

software skills and are manipulated to express visual 

communications for an audience.  Imagery is developed 

to express personal style, and technical conventions are 

used to create design works for specific purpose and 

meaning.  Develop visual communications, which use 

design conventions to express ideas in logo form. 

 

ü Unit 2 - 3D Visual Design  

This is a design course, which enables you to 

manipulate and extend your software techniques and 

processes to communicate ideas. Explore 3D graphic 

design, including modelling, lighting, texturing and 

animation. Analyse the relationships of elements and 

principles used in visual representations. Identify the 

influences of graphic designers in visual language and communicate your ideas through 

planning and preparing your design works for display.  

 

ü Unit 3 - The Art of Gam es 

This unit is a digital course aimed to develop design responses to contemporary and 

traditional graphic conventions used in game design.  A variety of digital conventions are 

manipulated to develop skills in technologies and relevant techniques and processes.   
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Use technical principles and two and three-dimensional forms to 

communicate specific meaning, purposes and style in your designs. 

Conceptualise images and environments, which use themes to 

express your own personal aesthetic for an audience.  
 

ü Unit 4 - Interactive Design  

This is a digital course which extends and refines your understanding of non-

linear/interactive design through the exploration and creation of interactive virtual worlds 

using a variety of technologies. Utilise game engines or web-based interactivity to create 

an immersive environment that communicates your artistic intentions for production and 

display. Analyse and identify the work of multimedia artists in personal visual language 

and evaluate their visual communication practices in design contexts.   

 

Assessment:  

ü Making 60% 

ü Responding 40%   
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HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION (HAPE) 

Overview:  

Health and Physical Education enables students to develop skills, understanding and 

willingness to positively influence the health and wellbeing of themselves and their 

communities. In an increasingly complex, sedentary, and rapidly changing world, it is critical 

for every young Australian to flourish as a healthy, safe, active, and informed citizen. It is 

essential that young people develop their ability to respond to new health issues and evolving 

physical activity options.  

  

Integral to Health and Physical Education is the acquisition and application of movement 

skills, concepts, and strategies across a range of physical activity contexts. This enables 

students to participate confidently and competently when moving. Movement is a powerful 

medium for learning through which students can acquire and practise personal, social, and 

cognitive skills. When learning in movement contexts, students gain skills, understanding and 

dispositions that support lifelong physical activity participation and enhanced movement 

performance.  

 

The health and physical education program for year 9 and 10 is separate into 2 strands. 

- Personal, Social and community health (Health/Physical Education Components) 

- Movement and physical activity (Physical Components) 

The content students learn is taught through 12 focus areas. 

- Alcohol and other drugs 

- Food and nutrition 

- Health benefits of physical activity 

- Mental health and wellbeing 

- Relationships and sexuality 

- Safety 

- Active play and minor games 

- Challenge and adventure activities 

- Fundamental movement skills 

- Games and Sports 

- Lifelong physical activities 

- Rhythmic and expressive activities 

More information can be found using the following link.  

https://v9.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/health-and-physical-

education/year-7_year-10?view=quick&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-

gc=0&side-by-side=0&strands-start-index=0&subjects-start-index=1  

  

https://v9.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/health-and-physical-education/year-7_year-10?view=quick&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=0&strands-start-index=0&subjects-start-index=1
https://v9.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/health-and-physical-education/year-7_year-10?view=quick&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=0&strands-start-index=0&subjects-start-index=1
https://v9.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/health-and-physical-education/year-7_year-10?view=quick&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=0&strands-start-index=0&subjects-start-index=1


 

Year 9 and Year 10 Handbook  Page | 102 

 

YEAR 9 & YEAR 10 HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION - CORE UNITS 

Content : 

Students will complete the following units of work across Years 9 and 10. 

Year 9 - Level 3  Year 10 - Level 4  

Movement Skills 3  

¶ Athletics 
 

 

Fitness & Conditioning 3  

¶ Cross Country 

¶ Cardio Program 

Fitness & Conditioning 4  

¶ Cross Country 

¶ Cardio Program 

¶ Weight Training 
 

Hitting Skills 3  

¶ Hockey 

Hitting Skills 4  

¶ Tennis 
 

Ball Handling Skills 3  

¶ Volleyball 

¶ Touch 

Ball Handling Skills 4  

¶ International Indoor & Outdoor 
Games  

¶ Gaelic Football 

¶ Sofcrosse and Flag Football 

¶ European Handball, Futsal and 
Tchouk Ball 

 

Health 9.1 & 9.2  

¶ Alcohol and Other Drugs 

¶ Respectful Relationships 

Health 10.1 & 10.2  

¶ Mental Health 

¶ Positive Choices 
 

 

Assessment:  

ü Skill Development - 50% 

ü Fitness and Conditioning - 25% 

ü Health Task - 25% 

 

By the end of Year 10, students propose and evaluate personal strategies to manage their 

identities, emotions, and responses to change. They evaluate how attitudes and beliefs about 

equality, respect, diversity, and inclusion influence the nature and quality of relationships. 

Students propose and justify strategies to manage online and offline situations where their 

own or othersô health, safety, relationships, or wellbeing may be at risk. They synthesise 

health information from credible sources to propose and justify strategies to enhance their 

own and othersô health, safety, relationships, and wellbeing. Students evaluate and refine 

their own and othersô movement skills and performances and apply movement concepts in 

challenging or unfamiliar situations. They adapt and transfer movement strategies to 

unfamiliar situations to achieve successful outcomes. Students propose and evaluate 

community-based physical activity interventions designed to improve the health, fitness and 

wellbeing of themselves and others. They apply and evaluate leadership approaches, 

collaboration strategies and ethical behaviours across a range of movement contexts.  
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YEAR 9 HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION - ELECTIVES 

 
Unit Name:  Sports Studies 1  
 
Availability:  Year 9, Semester 1, Elective 
 
Enrolment Advice:  

ü Students must obtain the approval of their current Physical Education teacher or Head of 

Department.   

ü Approval will be granted to those boys who have a B grade or higher in previous two 

semesters of HAPE. 

 

Content:  

Sport Studies provides further study of physical activity and movement. It incorporates a study 

of the way the body functions and how to prepare to move effectively in a variety of contexts. 

It provides students with opportunities to develop their movement skills, analyses movement 

performance and assist the performance of others. This elective unit specialise in 

International Games and Golf. 

 

Some of the content will be taught in the classroom, while practical strategies will also be 

used. The course is delivered as 20% theory lessons and 80% practical lessons. Excursions 

to local sporting facilities will be included on elective days. 

 
Practical : 

ü Golf 

ü International Games 

ü Strength and Conditioning 
 
Theory:  

ü Fitness for Health 

ü Skill Acquisition 
 
Assessment:  

ü Golf  20% 

ü International Games 20%  

ü Fitness and Conditioning 20% 

ü Research Task  20%  

ü Theory Test  20%   
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Unit Name:  Sports Studies 2  

 

Availability:  Year 9, Semester 2, Elective 

 

Enrolment Advice:  

ü Students must obtain the approval of their current Physical Education teacher or Head of 

Department. 

ü Approval will be granted to those boys who have a B grade or higher in previous two 

semesters of HAPE. 

 

Content:  

Sport Studies provides further study of physical activity and movement. It incorporates a study 

of the way the body functions and how to prepare to move effectively in a variety of contexts. 

It provides students with opportunities to develop their movement skills, analyses movement 

performance and assist the performance of others. This elective unit specialise in Tennis and 

Recreational Activities 

 

Some of the content will be taught in the classroom, while practical strategies will also be 

used. The course is delivered as 20% theory lessons and 80% practical lessons. Excursions 

to local sporting facilities will be included on elective days. 

 

Practical : 

ü Tennis 

ü Recreational Activities (eg Lawn Bowls, Archery) 

ü Weight training principles and strategies for strength, power and endurance programs 

 

Theory:  

ü Diet and nutrition for sports performance 

ü Prevention, treatment and rehabilitation of sports injuries 

 

Assessment:  

ü Tennis  20% 

ü Recreational Activities  20%  

ü Fitness and Conditioning  20% 

ü Research Task  20%  

ü Theory Test   20% 
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YEAR 10 HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION - ELECTIVES 

Unit Name:  Sports Studies 3  
 

Availability:  Year 10, Semester 1, Elective 
 

Enrolment Advice:  

ü Students must obtain the approval of their current Physical Education teacher or Head of 

HAPE Department.  

ü Approval will be granted to those boys who have a B grade or higher in previous two 

semesters of HAPE. 
 

Content:  

The Sports Studies 3 elective in year 10 gives students the opportunity to examine and 

experience aspects of training and sport in greater depth. The course utilises practical 

experience as well as theoretical study in order to develop advanced skills, knowledge and 

capabilities in certain sports. The theory component of this Course examines contemporary 

issues in sport and provides students with a knowledge and understanding of the pressing 

issues facing the sport industry today. 
 

Practical : 

ü Skill acquisition and game play of Squash, Tennis, Volleyball, and Basketball. 

ü Fitness and Physical conditioning. 

ü Specialised coaching in Squash  

ü Weight training principles and strategies for strength, power and endurance programs. 

ü Excursions to local fitness/sport centres will also be included in regular class time. 
 

Theory:   

ü Introduction to Exercise Science 

ü Muscular and Skeletal system  

ü Heart rate and Training Zones 

ü Adaptations to Exercise 

ü Basic Biomechanics in Sport (Intro) 

ü Principles of Sport Psychology 
 

The course is delivered as 20% theory lessons and 80% practical lessons. 
 

Assessment:  

ü Racquet Sports  20% 

ü Indoor Court Sports  20% 

ü Fitness and Conditioning 20% 

ü Theory Assignment  20% 

ü Theory Test  20%  
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Unit Name:  Sports Studies 4  
 

Availability:   Year 10, Semester 2, Elective  
 

Enrolment Advice:  

ü Students must obtain the approval of their current Physical Education teacher or Head of 

HAPE Department.  

ü Approval will be granted to those boys who have a B grade or higher in previous two 

semesters of HAPE. 
 

Content:  

The Sports Studies 4 elective in Year 10 gives students the opportunity to examine and 

experience aspects of training and sport in greater depth. The course utilises practical 

experience as well as theoretical study in order to develop advanced skills, knowledge and 

capabilities in certain sports. The theory component of this course is an introduction to 

exercise science and provides students with a basic knowledge and understanding of various 

topics related to the science behind exercise and sport.  
 

Practical : 

ü Skill acquisition and game play of Football and Cricket 

ü Fitness and Physical conditioning 

ü Specialised coaching and training sessions in Football Codes and Cricket. 

ü Weight training principles and strategies for strength, power and endurance programs 

ü Excursions to local fitness centres will also be included in regular class time 
 

Theory:  

ü Contemporary Issues in Sport  

ü Performance Enhancing Drugs and Supplements 

ü The Business of Sport including Match Fixing and Corruption 

ü Ethics of Sport  

ü Racism  

ü Gender Issues  

ü  
 

The course is delivered as 20% theory lessons and 80% practical lessons. 
 

Assessment:  

ü Football Codes  20% 

ü Cricket  20% 

ü Fitness and Conditioning 20% 

ü Assignments  20% 

ü Semester Exam  20%  
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INCLUSIVE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

The Inclusive Education Department (IED) strives to meet the needs of all students who seek 

assistance. A high priority is given to cultivating a positive attitude to learning and developing 

skills for living for all ability levels. 

 

Support in Year 9 and Year 10 is provided in multiple modes. Students with high support 

needs are allocated an IED staff member as a case manager.   This person liaises with 

teachers, students and parents to ensure that adjustments are being made on a daily basis 

to allow access to education on the same basis as their peers.   

 

We aim to improve studentôs literacy and numeracy, organisation, planning and/or social 

skills. Particular attention is given to encouraging students to become confident learners who 

channel potential into achievement. 

 

The ultimate aim of Inclusive Education is to increase independence and self-advocacy with 

a focus on skill building using a Response to Intervention Model.  
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FUTURE PATHWAYS 

Pathways  

Some people know what they want to do from an early age, but many do not. Additionally, it is common for people to change their mind. 

For example approximately 50% of any year 12 cohort will report a change of career plan within 6 to 12 months of finishing school. For 

these reasons it is important for you to know about many different pathways  

ñPeople with higher-level qualifications generally have better employment outcomes than those who have not completed 

further education after leaving school". (National Skills Commission 2021)  
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KEY:  
 
T - Tertiary package  
 
A - Accredited package  
 
ASBA  - Australian School Based Apprenticeship. This is undergone during Year 11 and/or Year 12. It is dependent on an employer offering 
the student an ASBA position. Generally, students attend school 3 days a week and attend their workplace or Registered Training 
Organisation 2 days a week.  
 
UC Connect - Is a pathways program that helps bridge the gap between a studentsô current academic qualifications and the entry 
requirements of the course theyôre interested in studying at the University of Canberra (UC). Students can apply to study the 14 week 
program during their final semester of Year 12 (if they are Accredited students) or after completing either a T or A package.  
 
CIT - Offering apprenticeships and certificate level training through to diplomas, bachelor degrees and graduate certificates, CIT offers the 
full gamut of the tertiary experience and can help you identify a training pathway to help you reach your goals. If you are thinking about CIT 
as a pathway to university, a VET qualification can take time off a university degree, and in some cases make it cheaper.  
 
UNI - University education helps you further your progression and expands your employment options. It prepares you for a competitive job 
market and helps you become an expert in your field of passion. There are many higher education institutions across Australia, public and 
private, with many course options. You have access to many more early entry opportunities if you apply in Year 12. Some courses have 
specific entry criteria such as auditions, portfolios, external testing and interviews.  
 
Electives - These are the subjects selected for study in Year 9 and Year 10 on top of your required classes. You should select subjects that 
you are interested in, make you curious and you know that will challenge you and that you will enjoy.  
 
VET subjects  - Vocational Education and Training. On average, VET graduates are employed faster and can even earn more money than 
some university graduates. The VET subjects offered at Marist College are Furniture Making, Construction and Hospitality 
  
Full time employment  - If you find full time employment without extra qualifications using your transferable skills, it will likely begin with 
entry level positions. Research shows that students studying beyond year 10 are more likely to find employment, earn a higher income and 
achieve promotions and pay rises.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


