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HEADMASTER’S MESSAGE 

 

Dear Students 
 
The final two years of schooling are, for most, the most memorable and enjoyable time of your 

school journey. It is a time for leadership opportunities, a time to cement friendships that will 

support you way beyond your school days and a time to explore your intellectual capacity and 

interests.  

 
Marist College Canberra provides broad learning options and pathways. This handbook has been 

designed to assist you and your parents with choosing subjects and in gaining an understanding 

of the ACT Year 12 Senior Secondary Certificate. I urge you to read through all sections carefully, 

and to consider the options available so that you can make choices suited to your particular 

needs. I implore you to base your decisions that match your interest, your ability and preferences 

reflected in your past ten years of schooling. Please choose wisely, according to what is best for 

you – not because of the teacher, or because of what your friends are choosing.  

 
It is a common mistake for boys to choose subjects, which they think, will help them gain entry 

into university rather than those that actually interest them, or those which they are capable of 

successfully completing. This usually results in boys not performing to the best of their ability. 

Seek the advice of your parents, teachers, the Career Advisor, VET Coordinator and your House 

Dean. Past students may also be helpful but be mindful of misplaced beliefs particularly in relation 

to scaling and perceptions of gaining advantage.  

 
Marist College Canberra has a reputation in the local community for the high standard of its 

academic, sporting and cultural life. We firmly believe that we provide an environment in which 

you can develop all aspects of your personality in a friendly and unstressed atmosphere. 

Furthermore, we take our responsibilities as a Catholic school seriously. We do not proselytise 

or otherwise pressure you in matters of personal faith. However, we urge each of you to explore 

the moral and religious questions that face every human being. In our senior retreats we provide 

opportunities for you to examine your relationship with God and your responsibility to your fellow 

human beings. 

 
The Year 12 Graduation is a time of great celebration as we witness the culmination of many 

years of effort by all concerned – parents, staff and especially the boys themselves – to produce 

the young citizens who go forth physically, intellectually, morally and culturally mature and looking 

forward to what life will bring. 

 
This is your Year 12 Certificate and your future. Work in Year 11 and 12 is more demanding than 

in Year 10 and requires a serious commitment, a conscientious attitude and much more self-

discipline. You will need to think seriously about your commitment and willingness to work to the 

best of your ability, both in class and at home. I wish you well in making your decisions.  

 

Yours sincerely 

Matthew Hutchison 

Headmaster
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MISSION STATEMENT 

 

THE MARIST SCHOOL 

The Marist school has the gospel of Jesus Christ at its heart. Its members seek to live out their 

response to the gospel with the same faith, hope, commitment and love that Mary did. Like Mary, they 

seek to bring God-life to birth, in ordinary ways even in the most unlikely of people and places. Their 

Marian approach is to nurture, to teach, to gather, to reconcile, and to stand with young people, so as 

to give each of them reason and means to believe, to hope and to love. 

 

St Marcellin Champagnat wished for Marist schools to have a family spirit, where all would relate and 

belong to each other as members of a loving family intuitively do. He believed that the key means of 

education was the relationship between teacher and student and so he encouraged maximum 

presence of teachers in the lives of the young. He insisted on a prevailing simplicity that would ensure 

transparency, integrity and lack of pretence in relationships, method and style. He encouraged zeal 

and a love of work. 

 

These defining features of the Marist school — family spirit, presence, simplicity, love of work, and 

the way of Mary — give Marist College Canberra its special values and culture as a genuinely Marist 

school. 

 
 
 

OUR MISSION 

We are a Catholic school in the tradition of St Marcellin Champagnat that strives to make Jesus known 

and loved through forming young men of strong minds and gentle hearts. 

  

“I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly” 

         (John 10:10) 
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OUR VISION 

Underpinned by the knowledge we are deeply loved by God, and with Mary as our inspiration and 

guide, we endeavour to be authentic witnesses to the Gospel who: 

• dare to engage in the spiritual and intellectual adventure before us safeguard all in our care 

• are anchored in authentic presence through communication, Sacrament and prayer 

• are transformative in educating for truth, depth and choice 

• cherish human dignity 
 
We live for the Marist graduate who we hope: 

• is restless for God and alert to the Spirit 

• embraces mystery and seeks a deep relationship with Christ 

• is nurtured by contemplation 

• is committed to intellectual rigour, learning and achievement 

• aspires to live in gratitude with joy encounters the daily company of empathy and forgiveness 

• moves towards and accompanies the least, the lost and the lonely 

• is a steward of creation 

• looks to the future with audacity and hope 

 

 

“Servo Fidem” 

I have fought a good fight, 

I have finished my course, 

I have kept the faith.  

 

 

COLLEGE ORGANISATION 

ADMINISTRATION  

The governing body of Marist College Canberra is the Trustees of the Marist Brothers trading as 

Marist Schools Australia on behalf of Marist College Canberra.  The Trustees entrust the normal 

administration of the College to the Headmaster who is assisted by an Executive.  

 

PASTORAL ORGANISATION 

The College is divided into ten Houses: Conway, Darlinghurst, François, Haydon, Lavalla, Le Rosey, 

Ludovic, Mark, McMahon, and Patrick.  Every student from Year 7 to Year 12 is a member of one of 

these Houses and remains in that House throughout his time at Marist. 

 

The House is the principal administrative and pastoral unit within the College.  It determines groupings 

for assemblies, retreats, Outdoor education activities, etc., as well as locating students in particular 

areas in the College building.  Swimming, athletics and cross-country carnivals are arranged as inter-

House competitions. Each House is under the direction of a House Dean who has overall 

responsibility for all the students in the House.  
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The main reason for introducing the Houses at Marist was to focus on the pastoral care of students.  

At Marist, you are valued as an individual and structures are established to enable you to become 

known and appreciated by as many staff and other students as possible.  As a senior student, you 

have a particular responsibility for the development of your House and House Group.  You are called 

upon to lead by example; opportunities are provided within each House to mentor, support and help 

younger students especially in your House Group. You each have the opportunity and the 

responsibility for bringing to the House your own talents, friendliness and the willingness to contribute 

what you can.  In turn, you will find in the other students in the House, in the House Dean and House 

Group Leaders, people who encourage, challenge and help you. 

 

In your House, you belong to a group under the care of one of the staff members.  This person is 

known as a House Group Leader (HGL) and he or she will be responsible for supporting and 

encouraging you in all school activities, especially your studies, for reporting to parents at regular 

intervals, and for being the contact person at the school for parents. Senior students also have a 

leadership role in their House Group (HG) and work closely with their HGL to look after the younger 

students. 

 

The Headmaster, has overall responsibility for coordinating the pastoral, academic and general 

administrative aspects of the College. 

 

ACADEMIC ORGANISATION 

The teaching programmes of the College are organised according to Subject Departments:  Religious 

Studies, English, Mathematics, Science, Social Sciences, Languages (other than English), 

Information Technology, Hospitality, Visual Arts, Technology and Applied Studies, Performing Arts, 

Health and Physical Education, Inclusive Education Department.  Each Department has a Head of 

Department (HoD) who is responsible for the development and teaching of all courses in that 

Department. 

 

If you have enquiries or problems about a particular subject at any stage in your two senior years, you 

should approach the teacher of that course.  Alternatively, you may wish to go to the Head of 

Department.  

 

The Assistant Head of School – Mission and Identity is responsible for leading the Ministry Team 

in order to promote and develop the faith formation of both staff and students in keeping with the 

College ethos and the spirit of St Marcellin Champagnat. 

 

The Assistant Head of School – Studies is responsible for coordinating the academic organisation 

of the College. 

 

The Assistant Head of School – Staff is responsible for working with Heads of Department on quality 

of teaching and professional development of staff. 

 

The Assistant Head of School – Learning and Teaching is responsible for working with Heads of 

Department on implementing learning and teaching strategies. 
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REPORTING 

You will receive an Academic Report via the Parent Portal at the end of each semester.  An oral 

reporting session will take place each semester in the form of Parent/Teacher/Student or 

Parent/House Group Leader/Student interviews. 
 
 

FEES 

Billing for families with a son in Years 4 to 11 will be processed at the commencement of the school 

year, with payment calculations made according to the preferred option of fortnightly, monthly or 

annual payments with payments ceasing by the end of term 4. Families with a student in Year 12 will 

also be billed at the commencement of the school year with the calculations made according to the 

preferred option of fortnightly, monthly, quarterly, or annual payments, ceasing by the end of term 3. 

Families with a student in Year 12 and a younger sibling at the College will have the Year 12 student 

fees paid by the end of term 3 and the sibling fees continued, ceasing by the end of term 4. Quarterly 

statements will be issued. 

 

Music tuition fees and instrument hire fees are arranged through the Performing Arts Department. 
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KEY CONTACTS 

 

The following list may prove helpful in finding out whom to consult in the first instance. 

Absence from School ............................. House Group Leader/House Dean/Attendance Officer 

Academic Certificates and Records ....... Assistant Head of School – Studies 

Academic Progress ................................ House Group Leader 

Accounts ................................................ Finance Office 

Appeals ................................................. Class Teacher/Head of Department/Assistant Head of 

School – Studies 

Careers .................................................. Careers Adviser 

Changes to Courses .............................. Assistant Head of School – Studies 

Conduct ................................................. House Group Leader/House Dean/Deputy Headmaster 

Course Selection ................................... House Group Leader/House Dean/Assistant Head of 

School – Studies 

Enrolments ............................................ College Registrar 

Extensions ............................................. Head of Moderation and Studies 

ID cards ................................................. Deputy Headmaster 

ICT......................................................... Tech Support/ICT Systems Manager 

Library and Textbook Hire ...................... Head of Library and Information Services  

Lost Property ......................................... Attendance/Medical Officer Room 

Permission to Drive a Vehicle ................ Deputy Headmaster 

Personal or Social Problems .................. Counsellor/House Dean/House Group Leader 

Purchase of Uniform .............................. College Uniform Shop – Alinta Apparel 

Reports .................................................. House Group Leader 

Special Consideration ............................ Assistant Head of School – Studies 

Sport – General...................................... Head of Sport 

Sport – Particular ................................... Coordinator of the Sport/Team Coach 

Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) ... Vocational Education Coordinator 

Timetable ............................................... Assistant Head of School – Studies 

Vocational Education ............................. Vocational Education Coordinator 

Work Experience ................................... Careers Adviser 

 

Any other enquiries should be directed to your House Dean. 
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CHOOSING TO ENROL IN YEAR 11 AT MARIST COLLEGE CANBERRA  

Senior secondary education in the ACT affords students a wide range of options.  Your choice to enrol 

in Year 11 at Marist College is an option for a particular type of school and a distinctive type of 

education.  Whether you are a continuing student or applying to come to Marist College for the first 

time, you should not make your choice without careful consideration and understanding of the aims 

and expectations of the College and a readiness to attempt to meet these. 

 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

You attend Marist College to come to a deeper understanding of God and the world which is His 

creation.  In Year 11 and Year 12, you are required to take Religious Studies as one of your courses 

and participate in worship, prayer, the Year 11 and Year 12 Retreats and whatever other activities 

further the religious life of the College. 

 

ACADEMIC EXPECTATIONS 

While offering courses that cater for a range of student ability, the College expects high standards of 

application and achievement from all students.  In Year 11 and Year 12, Marist College retains a 

strongly structured daily timetable and a requirement that you do six subjects, including English 

and Religious Studies.  You are required to choose a balanced package of courses; specific 

requirements are detailed later.  As a senior student, you are expected to spend about 2-3 hours each 

night on homework and study.  There are high expectations on the presentation and submission of 

assignments, and all T-courses have a significant examination component. 

 

LEADERSHIP 

As a senior at Marist College, you will be expected to look for opportunities for leadership of the 

younger students.  The most effective contribution you can make is through the example you give 

them in your approach to schoolwork, your conduct, your punctuality and presentation, your loyalty to 

your College, and the level of your participation in co-curricular activity.  There are also many specific 

avenues for leadership, particularly within your House, including: assisting House Group Leaders, 

acting as Leaders on Junior Camps, participating in the Big Brother Little Brother Programme.  

Individual Houses have various formal roles for senior students.  Many students also make a valuable 

contribution through their coaching of junior sports teams. 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 

The College offers many opportunities for students to participate in community service activities, and 

this participation is recognised through the MATES programme. It is an expectation that all Year 11 

and Year 12 students undertake a minimum of 20 hours of community service each year. 
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PARTICIPATION 

Strong involvement by staff and students in a range of College-sponsored activities is a feature of 

Marist College. So that you might obtain the full benefit of the educational programme offered at the 

College and so that you might take your place in developing the College tradition, you are expected 

to be as fully involved as possible in the life of the College. 

 

Among the activities offered to enable you to do this are service activities, social activities, public 

speaking and debating, sports and the coaching of sports, music and drama productions, band and 

orchestra, chess, photography, outdoor activities, camps and retreats.  The Years 11 and 12 Retreat 

Programme is an important feature in our calendar in which you are expected to take part.   

 

Games, for teams and individuals, are an integral part of this College's curriculum.  To gain the full 

benefit of that curriculum, you are encouraged to participate in the sports available and to seek 

representation in inter-school competition teams. We encourage you to place the interests of the 

College above personal preferences.   

 

The following sports are offered:  cricket, basketball, athletics, swimming, skiing, hockey, Australian 

football, rugby union, football, and cross country. The College is a member of the Associated Southern 

Colleges group and preference is given to those sports which form this school-based competition. 

 

CODE OF CONDUCT 

Integral to the Code of Conduct are the core values of the College. These values of faith, love, justice, 

compassion and hospitality derive from our understanding of the gospels and Marist characteristics 

as modelled by Jesus Christ and Marcellin Champagnat. They underpin all aspects of College life.  

 

RESPECT OURSELVES 

By seeking to be our best in all that we do and by presenting ourselves with pride. 

 
 

RESPECT EACH OTHER 

By embracing our differences, treating others the way we wish to be treated and by valuing the 

wellbeing of all in our community. 

 

RESPECT LEARNING AND TEACHING 

By making our learning environments spaces where teachers can teach effectively and students can 

achieve their best. 
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RESPECT OUR COLLEGE 

By following all school rules and taking pride in, and care of, the Marist name, reputation and facilities.  

 

RESPECT OUR FAITH 

By acknowledging the faith journeys of all our community, especially through adherence to our motto, 

Servo Fidem.  

 

DAMAGES 

The College will pay for damage to property that is normal ‘wear and tear’. However, the student will 

incur the costs when damage is caused by a student either wilfully or through carelessness or a failure 

to observe College rules. 
 

It is the responsibility of each student to act in a manner that ensures the safety and security of 

themselves and all the other members of our Marist College community. 
 

At all times and in all places: 

➢ A Hands Off rule applies  

➢ Shoes must be worn at all times 

➢ Games must be safe and should not lead to injury or damage to clothes or property 

➢ Students should not swing on, or lean back on, chairs in the classroom 

➢ Chewing gum, whiteout liquid, matches, lighters, laser lights, fireworks, spray or aerosol paint, 

steel rulers, markers and weapons (ACT Weapons Act 1966) are not permitted in the College 

 

SAFETY AND SECURITY 

Students are not to have prohibited items at school including steel rulers, marker pens or any items 

that are dangerous or illegal. The College will not accept responsibility for the loss of prohibited items 

and will be under no obligation to investigate the loss or alleged theft of such items. All belongings 

should be clearly marked or engraved with the owner’s name. Items that should not be brought to 

school may be confiscated. 

 

OUT OF BOUNDS 

There are certain areas of the College which are out of bounds during school time for the safety and 

security of the boys. Boys are not permitted in these areas: 

➢ Corridors before school during terms 1 and 4 

➢ Classrooms and corridors at recess and lunch 

➢ Ovals before school 

➢ The administration area, except for students who have business there 
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➢ The front of the College 

➢ The paved area on the northern side of the Parents Building 

➢ The Senior Hall and Marcellin Hall 

➢ The southern side of the Senior Common Room 

➢ The Junior School bike racks and Jubilee Oval 

➢ Outside the dead-ball line or side-lines on the perimeters of ovals 

➢ Staff car parks 

➢ Anywhere west of the steps and seating near Oval No. 1 

➢ The Junior School without permission 

 

MOBILE PHONE POLICY 

The College is committed to fostering a focused, respectful, and safe learning environment. Mobile 

phones and smart devices can be significant distractions to learning, wellbeing, and social 

interactions. The Marist College Mobile Phone Policy outlines clear expectations, processes, and 

consequences to support students in developing responsible digital habits. 

 

The Mobile Phone Policy applies to all students from Years 4–12. 

 
Rules and Expectations: 

• Personal devices must not be used or accessed during the school day 

• All mobile phones must be switched off while on campus 

• Smartwatches must be in School Mode 

• Devices must remain switched off and be securely stored in lockers from when students arrive at 

school and stay there until the end of the school day; all lockers must have a lock 

• Earphones/earbuds are not permitted outside of class at any time 

• Students may use phones after school only for communication (calls/text) while on school 

grounds. Social media use and gaming are not permitted while on campus 

 

Special Consideration:  

Students who require a smartphone for medical reasons will be granted approval to carry and use the 

device as necessary throughout the school day. 
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ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT 

Mobile phones, iPods, MP3 players and other electronic devices are not permitted to be used at 

school during school hours. They are not permitted to be in a boy’s possession during the school day 

and must be stored securely in lockers.   

The College, while it does not condone or accept stealing, takes no responsibility in case of theft. If 

any electronic equipment is sighted or heard, it will be confiscated and stored in the Deputy’s office. 

For a first offence, returned to student same day. Second offence, returned to student at end of the 

day and Thursday detention issued. Third offence, parent/s to collect the phone and Friday detention. 

Forth offence, phone is kept for five (5) days at school overnight, parent to collect, and a Saturday 

detention. Fifth offence, phone kept at school for the term, parent/s to collect and discussion with 

Deputy Headmaster. 

 

TRAVELLING TO AND FROM SCHOOL 

Marist College boys are expected to travel to and from school in a manner which is safe and which 

demonstrates respect for each other and members of the public. 

 

Normally, boys travel directly to and from school. They should not wait at places such as the Woden 

or Tuggeranong Interchanges, Westfield Woden or South Point Tuggeranong unless they have 

particular business there. College bus service applications should be directed to the College 

Registrar. 

 

Once school is dismissed, students catching buses should move promptly to the bus lines. Junior 

School boys board first and then Senior School boys in order. Whether at the College or public bus 

stops, students line up in an orderly fashion. Boys travelling on buses remain calmly in their seats, 

avoiding all loud, annoying, aggressive or attention-seeking behaviour since the safety of all 

passengers comes first. When travelling on route buses, seating preference is given to members of 

the public. Senior students have a particular responsibility to monitor the conduct of all Marist College 

students on buses. 

 

Students who wish to drive a car or ride a motor bike to and from the College require the permission 

of their parents and the Deputy Headmaster. Those seeking this permission must complete the 

appropriate application form. Students have the use of a parking area adjacent to No. 1 Oval. If this 

area is full, any other parking must be on the street. 

 

Students riding their bikes to and from school need the permission of their parents and the Deputy 

Headmaster. Those seeking this permission must complete the appropriate application form. Boys 

who ride bikes are to wear protective helmets. Bikes are to be secured in the designated areas. They 

are not to be ridden in the grounds. 
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MOVING BETWEEN CLASSES 

Movement between classes should be brisk and courteous. Students carry books for both classes 

between breaks. Students are to wait quietly outside the classroom until the teacher arrives and move 

inside in an orderly fashion. 
 

INFORMATION ABOUT DAILY COLLEGE OR CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES OR EVENTS 

It is each boy’s responsibility to ensure he has accurate information about daily events and co-

curricular activities in which he is involved.  Each boy must check the electronic bulletin boards, his 

House notice boards and the College Portal each day. 
 

When announcements are made to the College community during class time, House Group time or 

recess/lunch, each boy is expected to be silent, still and attentive. 

 

ABSENCES FROM SCHOOL 

Absence from school should be only for sickness or other important reasons. Medical and other 

appointments are to be made outside school hours. The dates for the beginning and end of semester 

are to be observed by all. Families seeking approval for extended leave are required to write to the 

Deputy Headmaster. 

 

Adequate documentation in the form of a Medical or Pharmacy Certificate may be required to ensure 

BSSS student attendance expectations are met. Where appointments occur during school hours, a 

certificate of appointment should be attained. 

NOTIFYING THE COLLEGE OF ABSENCES OR LATE ATTENDANCE 

There are two methods parents can use to report an absence (including a late arrival) by a student 

from either the Junior or Senior School. Before 9.30am, please: 

• send an SMS to 0428 262 674, or 

• report the absence using the ‘Absentee’ function on the College App. 
 

Please note: In order to use the SMS system, the mobile phone number used to report the absence 

needs to be on file with the College. 

SMS NOTIFICATION 

Parents are asked to include the following information in the SMS notification: 

• boy's name, year level and House/class 

• the date of the absence, and 

• the reason for the absence. 
 

If an SMS or App notification explaining the absence is not received, a text message will be 

sent that day by the College to at least one of the boy’s parents or carers. 

 

For parents/carers that report non-attendance using SMS or the College App, there is no need to 

follow up by sending in a ‘hard copy’ note. 

https://www.maristc.act.edu.au/resources/it-resources/college-app


 

Year 11 and Year 12 Handbook  Page | 16 

 

ARRIVING LATE TO SCHOOL 

Students who arrive at school late or have to leave during the day, are required to check in and/or out 

at the attendance office with a written explanation. For an unexplained late arrival, a late slip is issued 

which should be returned on the following day, signed by a parent. 

At lunchtime, senior students may leave the College grounds with a House Dean permission slip once 

a week. Where they are travelling in a vehicle, the House Dean needs to sight their permission to 

drive pass.  

 

LIBRARY  

The Library is a dynamic and welcoming space where Year 11 and 12 students can access support 

for their research, assessments, and personal reading. Whether students are working on class-based 

research projects or looking for a quiet place to study, the Library offers a suitable environment for 

both. With a range of print and digital resources, including academic databases, students have 

everything they need to enhance their studies and expand their knowledge. 

 

Boys may borrow six books at a time, usually for a two-week period.   

The Library is open from 8:00am to 5:00pm Monday to Thursday, and 8:00am to 3:15pm on Friday. 
 

BOOK HIRE 

The College provides a textbook loan service for all class texts.  Each boy is responsible for the care 

of the books lent to him.  If a book is lost or damaged, he will be expected to meet the cost of a 

replacement. 

 

ASSIGNMENTS  

Assignments form an important part of the learning and assessment in all courses taught at Marist 

College.  It is College policy that any assignment not submitted by the due date will be subject to a 

penalty, although it must still be submitted to fulfil course requirements.  Extensions will only be 

granted in exceptional circumstances, and then only by the Assistant Head of Professional Learning.   

 

STUDY, STUDY DAYS AND HOMEWORK 

Success in your senior studies will come about only by application, hard work and dedication. There 

is a direct relationship between the amount of study and revision done, and academic success. Our 

experience at Marist College indicates that students in Year 11 and Year 12 who are serious about 

doing well should be spending an average of fourteen to twenty hours a week on 

homework/study/revision. 

 

The College timetable is arranged over a ten day period and each senior student is given study 

periods. The number of study periods allocated are dependent on the chosen academic pathway. 
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The Library and specialist subject areas (with the permission of the Head of Department) will be 

available for Year 11 and Year 12 students for study periods and they are encouraged to make use 

of them.  

 

DETENTIONS 

Detention periods are run for students who have failed to meet the expectations outlined on these 

pages.  Detentions are normally held after school and, for more serious offences, on Saturday 

mornings.  They are organised by the Deputy Headmaster, House Deans, Heads of Department and 

individual teachers.  Afternoon detentions usually last for one hour and 15 minutes, and Saturday 

detentions for two hours. Students placed on Saturday detentions are required to be at the College in 

full school uniform. 

 

GENERAL 

Smoking, vaping, drinking alcohol, possessing marijuana or illegal or dangerous drugs are regarded 

as extremely serious breaches of College and personal discipline. No student may engage in any of 

these activities while at school, while travelling to and from school, in College uniform or while 

engaged in any activity organised or sponsored by the College. 

 

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY (ICT)  

Marist College Canberra provides students with the opportunity to use computers, and gives students 

rights to use and access services on the College data network. The College expects students to act 

responsibly as they would with all other College equipment and facilities. Students are expected to 

conduct themselves appropriately when they access information and communicate over an electronic 

network.  

 

It is essential therefore that all computers are kept in good working order at all times.  

 

Before students are given access rights, they will need to agree to a number of conditions, which are 

contained in the Student ICT Use Agreement that can be found on the College Portal. 

 

BRING YOUR OWN DEVICE (BYOD) 

Students are required to 'bring their own device' to school for use during lesson times.  The College 

will recommend devices that will be deemed as suitable (these will include laptops, tablets and 

equivalent but NOT smart phones or gaming devices) and specify minimum requirements and 

specifications.  More detailed information about the use of BYOD is available on our website. 

https://www.maristc.act.edu.au/learning/student-technology 

 

  

https://www.maristc.act.edu.au/learning/student-technology
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CHOOSING YOUR COURSES 

After choosing to enrol at Marist College Canberra, your next choice is the package of courses you 

will follow over the two years.  This section of the handbook provides some general information which 

you need to understand before you make your selections. 

 

ACCESS AND EQUITY 

It is the policy of Marist College Canberra that all students have the right to a broad, balanced 

education in an inclusive, supportive environment.  Students are encouraged to engage in all aspects 

of the curriculum and to develop capabilities needed to be active participants in a changing world.  

This is consistent with one of the tenants of Marist education, which is to help develop good Christians 

and good citizens. 

 

Students at Marist College Canberra will experience enrolment processes that are: inclusive and 

ethical, carried out in a responsible manner and are consistent with the requirements of the curriculum.  

We will be pro-active in protecting the right of all students to experience equality of opportunity and to 

pursue their learning without discrimination within the resource and organisational capabilities of the 

College. 

 

Qualified and experienced staff are available within Marist College Canberra to provide information, 

counsel students and parents, and supportively help them to make decisions when selecting study 

pathways and courses.  

 

SOME TERMS TO UNDERSTAND 

UNIT 

A programme of study in a particular subject, lasting for all or part of a semester.  At Marist College, 

most units last for a full semester.  

 

COURSE 

A combination of units.  For example, the Physics course consists of four semester-length units. 

 

Courses have four main classifications: A-courses, T-courses, V-courses and R-courses.  

 

A-course A course which has been accepted by the ACT Board of Senior Secondary 

Studies as being educationally sound and appropriate for students in Year 11 

and Year 12. 
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T-course T classification is given to an accredited Year 11 and Year 12 course this is 

considered by the ACT Board of Senior Secondary Studies to prepare students 

for higher education.  The local universities are involved in classifying  

T-courses. 

 

V-course  Integrated Vocational Programs – A integrated vocational program delivers 

BSSS accredited curriculum in combination with workplace specific skills and 

knowledge which can lead to a vocational Certificate or Statement of Attainment 

as defined by the Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF). The content of 

the vocational program is based on the competencies defined in the relevant 

industry developed Training Package and follows the requirements of the 

Australian Quality Training Framework (AQTF). Integrated vocational programs 

refer to A/T/M/V or A/M/V accredited courses. 

 

R-units An R-unit is a learning experience designed to develop capabilities for students 

in Years 11 and 12.  R-units are organised under 5 courses: college based, 

work exploration, cultural, sport and recreation, and community service 

activities. 

 

H-course H classification is given to a Year 11 and Year 12 course which is designed and 

accredited by an Australian University and where successful completion of the 

course will be recognised towards an undergraduate degree. 

 

E-course The E classification is given to approved externally delivered training which 

leads to a nationally recognised vocational qualification (VET Certificate or 

Statement of Attainment) that is delivered by an external Registered Training 

Organisation (RTO). 

 

MAJOR AND MINOR COURSES 

You study courses as either "majors" or "minors".  A major is obtained by completing at least 3.5 units 

of a course, that is, by studying it for all of Year 11 and Year 12.  A minor is obtained by completing 

two or three units of a course, that is, studying it for only two or three semesters.   

MAJOR/MINOR, DOUBLE MAJOR COURSES 

In some courses it is possible to do more than four units.  If you complete 5.5 or 6 units, then you gain 

a "major/minor" in the subject; a minimum of seven units gives you a "double major". 

ATAR  

Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR) is your rank by Year 12 candidature and is the figure 

which may determine your acceptance for tertiary study. For example, an ATAR of 92 means that the 

student is placed in the top 8% of candidates in the ACT and NSW. 
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TERTIARY PACKAGE 

A package of courses which allows you to meet the requirements for tertiary entrance.  If you wish to 

go to gain an ATAR you must complete a tertiary package. 

 

The minimum requirements are: 

The completion of 20 standard units, including at least 18 standard 'A', 'T', 'M', ‘H’ or ‘E’ units which 

must include at least the equivalent of 12.5 standard 'T' or 'H' units. 

 (In short, to begin a tertiary package in Year 11, you must start with at least FOUR  

T-courses.) 

➢ The completion of the ACT Scaling Test (AST) in Year 12. 

 

AST 

The ACT Scaling Test (AST) consists of three components: the Multiple Choice test and the Short 

Response test which measures your verbal and quantitative reasoning abilities, and a Writing task. 

 

COURSE SCORE 

The score you are awarded when you have completed a T-course.  It indicates your ranking in the 

course relative to other students. Course scores are calculated using the “80% Rule”. 

 

AGGREGATE 

You will receive an aggregate score only if you have completed a tertiary package.  It is calculated by 

adding your best 3.6 scaled course scores, i.e. your best 3 scores from majors and 0.6 of your fourth.  

The fourth may be a minor. 

 

ACT SENIOR SECONDARY CERTIFICATE 

This certificate is issued at the end of Year 12 to all students who have completed an approved 

programme of studies in Year 11 and Year 12 which includes at least 17 standard units. It consists 

of: 

➢ The Certificate, detailing your years of attendance and the College you are graduating from; and  

➢ The Record of Achievement, that details your studies in Year 11 and Year 12. 

To gain a Senior Secondary Certificate a student must complete at least 17 standard units. At least 

12 of these need to be classified as A, T, M, H, or E. 
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STATEMENT OF ACHIEVEMENT 

The Statement of Achievement is available for students who have not achieved the requirements for 

an ACT Senior Secondary Certificate.  It details the courses you studied and your level of achievement 

in each of those courses during Year 11 and Year 12. 

 

THE TERTIARY ENTRANCE STATEMENT 

This is an additional certificate issued at the end of Year 12 to all students who have qualified for an 

Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR), that is, they have completed a Tertiary package and sat 

for the AST. It contains information used in the calculation of the ATAR, which is required for 

admission into universities in Australia. 

 

ACT COURSE FRAMEWORKS 

All courses at Marist College are taught in accordance with ACT Course Frameworks.  These provide 

a common basis for assessment and reporting of student outcomes across the ACT system.  

 

SOME COLLEGE REQUIREMENTS CONCERNING COURSE SELECTION 

In making your choice of courses you need to be aware of a number of College requirements: 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES AND ENGLISH 

These courses are compulsory. 
 

NUMBER OF COURSES 

All students at Marist College are enrolled in six courses through all of Year 11 and Year 12, including 

Religious Studies and English.  Normally, at least five of these are studied as majors.  You may opt 

to do two minors in order to increase the breadth of your package. 
 

In Year 12, students have the option of applying for an additional study line. The study line replaces 

one of the four courses being studied; expect English and Religious Studies. 
 

PRE-REQUISITES, ENROLMENT EXCLUSION 

A number of courses have restrictions on enrolment.  These are often expressed in terms of  

pre-requisite grades that need to have been obtained in Year 9 and Year 10. 

 

The "grade-point average" (GPA) referred to below is calculated by taking the grades over the four 

semesters of Year 9 and Year 10 and averaging them, with A = 5 points, B = 4 points, C = 3 points, 

D = 2 points, E = 1 point.  
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COURSE PRE-REQUISITE 

English  GPA 3.0  

English Literature GPA 3.0  

Specialist Mathematics GPA 5.0 in Advanced Mathematics 

Specialist Mathematical Methods GPA 5.0 in Advanced Mathematics 

Mathematical Methods GPA of greater or equal to 3.5 in Advanced 

Mathematics or a GPA of 4.5 in Mainstream 

Mathematics 

Mathematical Applications GPA of greater than 2.0 in Advanced Mathematics or 

a GPA of greater than 3.0 in Mainstream 

Mathematics   

Physics GPA of 4.0 in Science and studying Specialist 

Mathematics or Methods in Year 11 

Chemistry GPA of 4.0 in Science with good skills in Algebra 

Continuing and Advance French GPA 3.0 in French 

Continuing Italian GPA 3.0 in Italian 

Continuing Japanese GPA 3.0 in Japanese 

Engineering Science GPA 3.5 or higher in Mathematics 

Exercise Science GPA of 3.0 in PE 

 

COURSES IN WHICH YOU CANNOT ENROL SIMULTANEOUSLY 

➢ Any three courses under the same course framework 

➢ A T-course and an A-course in the same subject 

➢ Three Language courses 

 

In exceptional cases, the Assistant Head of School Studies may consider waiving a particular 

requirement for an individual student. 
 

SOME REQUIREMENTS OF TERTIARY INSTITUTIONS 

Please check carefully the pre-requisites or assumed knowledge for the course you intend to study at 

the end of Year 12.  While entry to most university courses requires only a particular ATAR, for some 

courses you must have studied certain subjects (pre-requisites), while for others it is assumed that  

certain subjects have been studied at secondary school; without this knowledge you will find the 

course difficult. A number of universities require only a portfolio and interview for courses in the 

Design, Architecture and Visual Arts area, and, in such cases, non-tertiary students may also apply. 

Check the individual university website.  
  



 

Year 11 and Year 12 Handbook  Page | 23 

 

 

Before selecting your courses for Year 11 and Year 12 refer to pre-requisites and assumed knowledge 

for courses at local and interstate universities. The primary source of current and correct information 

is the university website. The Universities Admission Centre (UAC) for ACT/NSW universities  

 

 

provides a free guide to all ACT Year 12 students which lists the pre-requisites for the current year’s 

courses (at the time of printing).  Admission guides for VTAC (Victorian universities), SATAC (South 

Australian universities) and QTAC (Queensland universities) may be purchased from major 

newsagents or ordered from their website.  

 

An excellent resource for investigating careers, training opportunities and general information is the 

Marist College Careers Webpage: www.maristcollegecanberracareers.com/ alternatively you should 

refer to the individual universities for the most current information. You should make an appointment 

with our Careers Advisor if you need assistance with further enquiries careers@mcc.act.edu.au 

 

To succeed at university a student needs to attain a level of competence in English suitable for tertiary 

studies.  Many courses also assume knowledge of T Mathematics at Year 11 and Year 12.  

 

HIGH ATAR COURSES 

Some university courses require achievement at a very high standard in Year 11 and Year 12. 

Examples of these are: medicine, law, actuarial studies, physiotherapy, veterinary science, and 

pharmacy.  

 

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

 

Broad Education: 

The best preparation you can give yourself for a place in the society of the twenty-first century is a 

broad general education.  Rapid changes in technology and the nature of work mean that you will 

probably change your career several times during your working life.  Indeed, it is quite likely that the 

job in which you will be engaged in fifteen years' time has not yet been developed!  So, beware of 

over-specialisation at this stage of your education. 

 

Students who do well at university are people who bring to their studies an ability to think critically and 

evaluate, who can write and speak with coherence and intelligence; and, most importantly, have an 

understanding of their world and their own place in it.  Similarly, employers want employees who can 

speak, read and write with ease and confidence. 
 

Courses That Are Best For You: 

Students are sometimes under the misapprehension that by studying particular courses they will 

automatically get better scores.  This is a misunderstanding of how the system works.  If you want to  

 

http://www.maristcollegecanberracareers.com/
mailto:careers@mcc.act.edu.au
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maximise your ATAR, you are best advised to study courses at which you do best and in which you 

have greatest interest. 

 
Keeping Your Options Open: 

Whereas it is useful for you to study courses that fit in with your career aspirations, it is also important 

to put together a package of courses that will not limit your post-school pathways. If you are unsure 

of what you want to do after you leave school, you should study courses that will maximise choice for 

you at the end of Year 12. 

 

TERTIARY PACKAGE - YES OR NO? 

Whether or not to study a Tertiary package is a question for many students.  Across the ACT, usually 

50-60% of senior students take Tertiary packages, with usually about 45% qualifying for some sort of 

Tertiary entrance after Year 12.  At Marist College, 70-80% of students take a tertiary package, with 

60-70% of students gaining entry to Tertiary institutions.  With these past figures in mind, you need to 

decide whether it is realistic for you to attempt a Tertiary package.  If you are usually placed in the 

bottom 25-30% of your Year-group it is unlikely that a Tertiary package is appropriate for you and you 

should look to Accredited or Vocational courses offered by the College. You may, however, want to 

take one or two Tertiary courses in the interests of providing yourself with a sound general education. 
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FUTURE PATHWAYS 

Pathways  

Some people know what they want to do from an early age, but many do not. Additionally, it is common for people to change their mind. For example approximately 50% of 

any Year 12 cohort will report a change of career plan within 6 to 12 months of finishing school. For these reasons it is important for you to know about many different 

pathways  

άtŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ-level qualifications generally have better employment outcomes than those who have not completed further education after leaving school". 

(National Skills Commission 2021)  
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KEY: 
 

T - Tertiary package  

A - Accredited package  

 

ASBA - Australian School Based Apprenticeship. This is undergone during Year 11 and/or Year 12. It is dependent on an employer offering the student an ASBA 

position. Generally, students attend school 3 days a week and attend their workplace or Registered Training Organisation 2 days a week.  
 

UC Connect - Is a pathways program that helps bridge the gap between a students’ current academic qualifications and the entry requirements of the course 

they’re interested in studying at the University of Canberra (UC). Students can apply to study the 18 week program during their final semester of Year 12 (if they 

are Accredited students) or after completing either a T or A package.  
 

CIT - Offering apprenticeships and certificate level training through to diplomas, bachelor degrees and graduate certificates, CIT offers the full gamut of the tertiary 

experience and can help you identify a training pathway to help you reach your goals. If you are thinking about CIT as a pathway to university, a VET qualification 

can take time off a university degree, and in some cases make it cheaper.  
 

UNI - University education helps you further your progression and expands your employment options. It prepares you for a competitive job market and helps you 

become an expert in your field of passion. There are many higher education institutions across Australia, public and private, with many course options. You have 

access to many more early entry opportunities if you apply in Year 12. Some courses have specific entry criteria such as auditions, portfolios, external testing 

and interviews.  
 

Electives - These are the subjects selected for study in Year 9 and Year 10 on top of your required classes. You should select subjects that you are interested 

in, make you curious and you know that will challenge you and that you will enjoy.  
 

VET subjects - Vocational Education and Training. On average, VET graduates are employed faster and can even earn more money than some university 

graduates. The VET subjects offered at Marist College are Business Services, Construction Pathways, Furniture Making Pathways, Hospitality, Media and Sports, 

Recreation and Fitness (E). 

 

Full time employment - If you find full time employment without extra qualifications using your transferable skills, it will likely begin with entry level positions. 

Research shows that students studying beyond year 10 are more likely to find employment, earn a higher income and achieve promotions and pay rises.  
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VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING 

Marist College is a Registered Training Organisation (RTO 88004). The Vocational Education and 

Training (VET) qualifications delivered in Years 11 and 12 are identical to those delivered in  

non-school settings and are fully accredited by the ACT Board of Senior Secondary Studies (BSSS). 

 

VET provides students with nationally recognised qualifications while still at school, offering industry 

skills and experiences that significantly improve job prospects and preparation for the workforce. 

 

2027 COURSE OFFERINGS & QUALIFICATIONS 

The following qualifications are offered at the College for 2027. Students must note the course 

classification (T, A, V, or E), as this determines how the course contributes to the Senior Secondary 

Certificate and ATAR. 

 

Industry Stream Qualification Code & Title 

Business Services A / V BSB30120 – Certificate III in Business 

Hospitality T / V SIT20322 – Certificate II in Hospitality 

Construction A / V CPC20220 – Certificate II in Construction Pathways 

Furniture Making A / V MSF20522 – Certificate II in Furniture Making Pathways 

Information Technology T / V ICT30120 – Certificate III in Information Technology 

Sports & Fitness E / V 
SIS20321 – Certificate II in Sports Coaching 

SIS30321 – Certificate III in Fitness 

Media T / V CUA20220 – Certificate II in Creative Industries 

 

Classification Key: 

T (Tertiary):  Contributes to ATAR calculation. 

A (Accredited):  Contributes to the Year 12 Certificate but not the ATAR. 

V (Vocational):  Nationally recognized VET qualification. 

E (External):  Delivered by an external provider or as part of an ASBA. 

 

UNIVERSITY & TERTIARY PATHWAYS 

A VET qualification is a powerful tool for university entry. At Marist College, these pathways are more 

accessible than ever: 

• Direct Entry via Certificate III: Students completing a Certificate III (e.g., Business, IT, or 

Fitness) may be eligible to enter certain university courses directly, often bypassing the need for 

a traditional ATAR. 
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• ATAR Contribution: VET studies contribute to your Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) 

if the course is registered as a T-course. 

• Consultation: Students should check with the Studies Office to ensure their subject choices meet 

the specific entry requirements for their desired university package. 

 

MANDATORY COMMITMENT TO COMPLETION 

Enrolment in a VET course carries a high level of responsibility. These courses are resourced and 

scheduled based on the number of students committed to the full training cycle. 

The expectation is that if you join a VET class, you aim to complete it. VET qualifications are built on 

cumulative competencies. Withdrawing mid-way prevents you from receiving a full Certificate.  

 

COMPETENCY-BASED TRAINING & ASSESSMENT 

VET is Competency-Based, focusing on a student’s ability to apply knowledge and skills to an industry 

standard. 

 

Key Features: 

• Outcomes-Focused: Assessment relies on your ability to consistently apply skills. 

• Self-Paced & Flexible: Involves work-based learning and practical application. 

• Evidence-Based: Competency is observed through practical tasks, written assignments, 

portfolios, or projects. 

 

There are Four Dimensions of Competency. To be deemed "Competent," students must demonstrate:  

• Task Skills: Undertaking specific workplace tasks. 

• Task Management Skills: Managing multiple tasks to complete a whole activity. 

• Contingency Management: Responding to problems or irregularities (e.g. equipment 

breakdowns). 

• Job/Role Environment: Dealing with workplace responsibilities and working with others. 

 

CERTIFICATION & USI 

Upon completion, students receive: 

• An AQF Certificate: If all required Units of Competency are achieved. 

• A Statement of Attainment: For partial completion (listing specific units achieved). 

• A Transcript: Listing all Units of Competency achieved. 

Note: These are issued with the Year 12 Certificates. 

 

All VET students must have a USI. This stays with you for life and allows you to access your training 

records. It is your responsibility to provide Marist College with your USI. Without it, the College cannot 

legally record your achievements or issue certificates. 
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EXPECTATIONS & APPRENTICESHIPS 

• Professional Behaviour: You must be reliable and responsible in both the classroom and the 

workplace. 

• Safety First: Observe and apply all Work Health & Safety (WHS) requirements. 

• Attendance: Regular participation is vital as competencies are developed over time. 

• Work Placement: You may be required to attend work placements and must return all paperwork 

by the due date. 

 

Australian School-Based Apprenticeships (ASBAs) allow students to combine paid work and 

training as part of their education program. 

• Internal (Marist RTO): Construction Pathways, Hospitality, or Furniture Making. 

• External: Students may apply for external ASBAs in other fields such as Carpentry, Electrical, 

Automotive, Business, and Horticulture. 

 

Repeat Students: 

With the Headmaster’s approval, you may repeat Year 11 or Year 12. A student who repeats Year 11 

will fall into the same category as one commencing Year 11 and will be certificated when their Senior 

Secondary Certificate is completed. 

 

It is more likely that you would want to repeat Year 12 rather than Year 11.  In this case, special 

provisions apply.  In your repeat year, you study FIVE courses, including RE and English.  If you want 

a tertiary package, four of these courses must be T-courses. Only your results from the repeat year 

will count in the calculation of your ATAR - your previous year's results will be entirely discarded. 

 

More details about repeating can be obtained from the Assistant Head of School - Studies. 
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ASSESSMENT

Assessment tasks are designed to enable students to demonstrate the quality and extent of their 

learning.  They inform decisions about:  

➢ The relative ranking of students  

➢ The grade awarded for a unit 

 

Assessment tasks will vary with the unit and subject, but will usually involve tests or examinations, 

written assignments, oral presentations, performance of some skills, and presentation of some artistic 

or practical piece of work. 

 

When you are given an assignment, it will specify what is required, what criteria will be used in 

assessing your work, when the work is due and any other matters relevant to the assignment. You 

should discuss with your teacher any difficulties with the assignment or any problems you may 

foresee. The teacher may make changes to the assignment after discussion with the class. 

 

The Following 'Rules' Apply to Assessment Tasks at Marist College Canberra: 

➢ Within 14 days of the start of each semester teachers will issue their classes with a unit and 

assessment outline that includes (at least):  

• The name of the unit and course 

• The point value of the unit 

• Date (Semester and Year) 

• An overview of the content of the unit 

• A list of assessment tasks 

• The assessment criteria 

• Dates on which the assessment tasks are due 

• Weightings of tasks 

• VET competencies (for vocational courses) 

• Training package qualification name (for vocational courses) 

 

 Note: The following information will be made available electronically on the College portal: 

• Achievement standards 

• Grade descriptors 

• Moderation procedures (internal and external – if applicable) 

• Meshing procedures (where applicable) 

• Method of unit score calculation 

• Penalties for late and non-submission of work 
  



 

Year 11 and Year 12 Handbook  Page | 31 

 

• Appeals processes 

• Breaches of discipline in relation to School-Based Assessment 

• Course information, including any course requirements and pre-requisites 

• Procedures for calculating course scores 
 

➢ All students are expected to complete all assessment tasks in all of their units of study.  
 

➢ If a student is absent for an assessment task through illness, he must provide a doctor’s certificate. 

A note from parents is normally not sufficient. 
 

➢ Students will normally not be permitted to sit a test or examination before or after others in the 

class. This includes absence on “school business”. Where unusual exceptions arise, they will be 

dealt with by the Head of Moderation and Studies. 
 

➢ When a student is unable to produce a particular assessment item and has provided the 

appropriate, explanatory documentation to the teacher, he may be given a mark for that item which 

is consistent with his other work in that unit or in that aspect of the unit. Students are not given a 

'class average'. Alternatively, his semester mark and grade will be calculated based on those 

pieces of assessment work he did complete. 
 

➢ Students are expected to hand in their completed assignment to the teacher at the beginning of 

class on the due date, but individual teachers may vary this time. 
 

➢ If a student hands in an assignment late, and has not obtained an extension, 5% of the possible 

marks will be deducted from his score per calendar day to a maximum of seven days.  However, 

the work must still be completed in order to satisfy the requirements of the unit. Submission of 

work on a weekend or public holiday is not acceptable. Work submitted after seven days without 

an extension will be awarded a notional zero (Years 11 and 12). (A ‘notional zero’ is a mark less 

than the lowest genuine mark for that item and is between 0.1 of a standard deviations below the 

lowest genuine mark for that item and zero). 
 

➢ Except in exceptional circumstances, students must apply for an extension in advance, providing 

due cause and adequate documentary evidence for late submission. Extensions can be given 

only by the Head of Moderation and Studies.  
 

➢ Where a student is given a “long” extension to a date more than two weeks after the date for 

others in the class, a teacher may modify the assignment or give an equivalent one.  
 

➢ In the case of oral or in-class presentations, the Head of Moderation and Studies will not give an 

extension. However, in exceptional circumstances, a class teacher may give an extension. A 

student is expected to be ready to make the presentation on the due date. If he is absent, because 
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of illness or injury, he will normally be required to provide a doctor’s certificate in order to avoid a 

late penalty. 

 

➢ It is good practice to have your assignments completed in advance of the due date. This precludes 

last-minute hitches with computer software or hardware, printer ribbons etc. In general, the Head 

of Moderation and Studies will not give extensions because of technical problems with a computer 

or peripheral equipment. Having an assignment completed ahead of time also allows for the 

possibility that you may be ill at the time it is due. In such a case, you will need to make alternative 

arrangements to have the assignment submitted. 
 

➢ When an assessment item is returned by the teacher, you should read it and if you have any 

questions, discuss these with your teacher. 
 

➢ Group work is an important element of some courses. The teacher will explain how this work is 

assessed, but it is not necessary that all members of a group receive the same mark. 
  

➢ It may not be possible to grade or score work submitted late after marked work in a unit has been 

returned to other students. 

 

GRADES 

For units in both A and T courses, you will normally be awarded an A to E grade. The criteria for award 

of unit grades varies from course to course but the following are generic grade descriptors issued by 

the ACT Board of Senior Secondary Studies (BSSS): 

 

A Awarded to students who have demonstrated a very high level of knowledge and 

understanding of the full range of concepts and principles of the unit. They have shown 

evidence of a very high level of cognitive and practical skill in a wide range of assessment 

situations. 

 

B Awarded to students who have demonstrated a high level of knowledge and understanding 

of the concepts and principles of the unit. They have shown evidence of a high level of 

cognitive and practical skill in a wide range of assessment situations. 

 

C Awarded to students who have demonstrated a sound level of knowledge and understanding 

of the basic concepts and principles of the unit. They have shown evidence of a sound level 

of cognitive and practical skill in most assessment situations. 

 

D Awarded to students who have demonstrated a limited knowledge and understanding of the 

basic concepts and principles of the unit. They have shown evidence of a limited level of 

cognitive and practical skill in assessment situations. 
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E Awarded to students who have demonstrated a very limited knowledge and understanding 

of the basic concepts and principles of the unit. They have shown evidence of a very limited 

level of cognitive and practical skill in assessment situations. 

 

V A V-grade is awarded when a student does not satisfy the assessment or attendance 

requirements of a unit.  

 

In some circumstances, usually due to illness, misadventure, non-completion of work or where A-E 

grades are not awarded, you may be awarded an S (Status) or P (Pass) grade.  
 

COURSE SCORES 

In T-courses you will also receive a course-score at the end of Year 12.  This will be based on 

achievement in each of the units in the course. Course scores are calculated by combining the scores 

for individual units under the 80% rule. All units are weighted equally. The course score will reflect the 

relative ranking of all students in the course at the end of Year 12. 

 

APPEALS 

The ACT upper secondary system is designed to give you the opportunity to see how all of your work 

is assessed.  You should always check your scores and/or grades.  If you believe you have been 

assessed wrongly for a piece of work, a test, unit or a course, you may query the decision; sometimes 

mistakes are made.   If you are dissatisfied with a mark/grade, unit score, unit grade, course score or 

penalty imposed for breach of discipline in relation to assessment: 

➢ Discuss the matter with your teacher, pointing out why you feel you need a re-mark. The teacher 

will explain the criteria applied in marking the piece  

➢ If still dissatisfied, discuss the result with the relevant Head of Department 

➢ If you still have concerns, you may start a formal appeal to the College. This means that you must 

submit a written appeal to the Headmaster or his delegate, the Assistant Head of School – Studies 

 

In that appeal you will need to produce information that the College course assessment procedures 

and/or the unit grade and course score procedures or the application of a penalty have not been 

followed or have been applied unfairly or incorrectly, or are unreasonable.   

 

That appeal should: 

➢ Include your name and ID, the name of the unit and the teacher concerned 

➢ The specific mark/s, score, grade, penalty being appealed, including the task, unit, course 

concerned 

➢ Describe why you believe you have been assessed unfairly 

➢ Indicate your teacher's response to your approach 

➢ The specific remedy being sought for each matter being appealed 

➢ A statement setting out and supporting the matters of appeal 
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The Headmaster, or nominee, will convene a College Appeal Committee. This Committee will consist 

of the Headmaster or nominee, a member of the teaching staff and an experienced member of the 

teaching profession nominated by the BSSS from outside the College. One of the members of the 

committee will be a teacher experienced in the supervision of student assessment. 

 

No member of the College Appeal Committee should have had any direct dealings with the matter of 

the appeal at an earlier stage. 

 

If you are still dissatisfied with the College's decision, you may appeal to the ACT Board of Senior 

Secondary Studies (BSSS). Detailed information regarding appeals is available at:   

Reviews and Appeals - ACT Board of Senior Secondary Studies (bsss.act.edu.au) 

 

You should be aware that an appeal may have one of three outcomes: (1) a higher mark, grade or 

score, (2) no change, or (3) a lower mark, grade or score. 

 

The written appeal to the Headmaster or the Assistant Head of School Studies should be of a factual 

nature and written in a respectful style. 

 

Please note: Appeals against assessment items should be lodged within five working days of the 

results being published, except in Term 4 Year 12, when appeals should be lodged within two 

working days of results being published. Appeals against course scores should be lodged within one 

working day after publication. 

 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: 

Marist College takes seriously its responsibility to deal justly and equitably with all students, we deal 

severely with any form of plagiarism or Academic Misconduct. 

 

Academic Integrity can take many forms, including but not limited to: 

➢ Copying during a test or other assessment work 

➢ Submitting an assignment which has been largely copied from a book, article, the internet, or from 

another student - this is called plagiarism 

➢ Getting another person (your parents or a tutor for example) to do most of an assignment for you 

 

During the first few weeks of Year 11 all students will be required to attend a workshop in their study 

time explaining ways in which they can avoid plagiarism in their assessment work. The workshop will 

focus on the contents of the pamphlet: "Academic Integrity Student Guide" (produced by the BSSS).  

Academic_Integrity_Student_Guide_updated_2023.pdf (bsss.act.edu.au) 

 

A student found of a first offence of Academic Misconduct may lose all marks for that particular item 

and may lose all marks for the unit or course. For a second offence, even if in a different course, a 

student will lose all marks for the unit or course and may face cancellation of all assessment results 

https://www.bsss.act.edu.au/act_senior_secondary_system/assessment,_scaling_and_the_atar/your_rights_to_appeal
https://www.bsss.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/511217/Academic_Integrity_Student_Guide_updated_2023.pdf
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for Years 11 and 12, and he and his parents may be required to attend an interview with the Assistant 

Head of School Studies and a letter detailing the misconduct will be placed in the student's record.  

 

If you hand in material which is greatly different from your normal class and homework, your teacher 

may ask you to explain or may question you closely on your understanding of the work.  In exceptional 

cases, you may be required to do an amended or abridged version of that particular piece of work 

under test conditions.  The decision to do this would be taken in consultation with the Head of 

Department. 
 

V-GRADE 

Students missing more than 10% of classes in a unit of work without due cause or failing to submit 

more than 30% of assessment work in a unit of work without due cause, will be awarded a V-Grade 

for that unit. 

 

Students who deliberately void a unit (i.e. are awarded a V grade) through lack of attendance or 

submission or work, will be interviewed with their parents and would need to justify their continued 

enrolment at the College. 

 

If you deliberately void a unit during your senior years, you will not be eligible to attend  

Year 12 graduation celebrations or any other activities organized by the College. 
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

 

 

Marist College teaches the ACT BSSS Studies of Religion Course. This course integrates units from 

the two courses: Religious Studies and World Religions. All students take this course, and it may be 

studied as either T Major or A Minor. 

 

Year 11 and 12 students enrolled in a Tertiary package study Tertiary (T) Studies of Religion and 

students with a non-T package study Accredited (A) Studies of Religion.  It is possible for a student 

enrolled in an Accredited package to complete Studies of Religion at the Tertiary level. 

 

YEAR 11 AND 12 

The courses have the following structure and options. 

 

Course types: T or A 

 

Pre-requisites: None 

 

Course: Studies of Religion 

 

In the Studies of Religion course students will be studying a selection of the following units over both 

Years 11 and 12. 
 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

Religious Studies is the study of identity, beliefs, community, society, human behaviour, ethics, 

morality and culture in the context of religion. In a complex and changing world, students explore the 

search for meaning and purpose of human existence. Students examine religious concepts through 

analysis, independent research and open critical inquiry to become active and informed citizens, and 

lifelong learners. Religious Studies engages students in a dynamic process of making meaning of the 

world. Religious Studies is an interdisciplinary course.  

 

Religious Studies promotes intercultural understanding by respectfully addressing sensitive issues 

arising from diversity of religions and philosophical convictions, and the right of individuals to adhere 

to a particular religion or belief system. The course provides the opportunity for intercultural dialogue 
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to foster religious and cultural cohesion. By developing skills of critical evaluation and reflection, it 

builds understanding of the perspectives and ways of life of different religions and philosophical 

convictions.  

 

Religious Studies extends the learner’s understanding of themselves, their heritage, values, culture, 

and identity. Students develop intercultural capability: they develop understanding of, and respect for, 

diversity and difference, and openness to different perspectives and experiences.  

 

The study of religion and beliefs fosters personal, social, moral and ethical development, and 

promotes intercultural understanding by providing opportunity for intercultural dialogue to foster 

religious and cultural cohesion. It respectfully addresses sensitive issues arising from diversity of 

religions and philosophical convictions. By developing skills of critical evaluation and reflection, 

students’ gain understanding of the perspectives and ways of life of different religions and 

spiritualities. Students develop awareness of prejudice and stereotypes as barriers to intercultural 

dialogue and understand the importance of promoting the human dignity of all.  

 

Religious Studies promotes critical and creative thinking and intercultural understanding, equipping 

young citizens for the demands and challenges of the 21st Century globalised world. 
 
Units: 

➢ Expressions of Faith and Spirit  

Students investigate how religious and spiritual traditions and beliefs shape, form and support 

creative expression. Students explore forms of communication, such as literature, textiles, art, 

architecture, oral storytelling, music, digital technology, drama and dance, that seek to explain or 

illustrate religious and spiritual ideas or experiences. The unit also examines how religious and 

spiritual expression impacts on and interacts with, groups in society.  
 

➢ A Good Life 

Students examine moral and ethical principles of various religious and spiritual traditions that 

express what it means to live a ‘good life’. Students explore and critique personal, communal, and 

institutional ethical practices and moral responsibilities prompted by, or in reaction against, 

religious and spiritual traditions that aim to foster fulfilment and a 'good life'.  
 

➢ Exploring Meaning 

Students examine how humanity has sought to understand and express the fundamental 

questions of existence over time, across cultures and in diverse places. Students explore the 

origin, meaning and purpose of religious, mystical, spiritual or transformative experiences, and 

the impact of these on human experience.  
 

➢ Continuity, Change and Diversity  

Students examine how religious and spiritual traditions have responded to change and diversity. 

They explore continuity and change within traditions, beliefs and values, as well as responses to 

discovery and innovation.  
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WORLD RELIGIONS 

The World Religions course teaches students about world religions and spiritual traditions, their 

contexts, development and core beliefs, influential figures and their contribution to world history. 

Students analyse a variety of different religious and spiritual beliefs and practices, to encourage 

empathy and understanding of diversity. World Religions is an interdisciplinary course. It addresses 

how religion and spirituality relates to other socio-cultural factors including language, ethnicity, race, 

sexuality, gender and class. Students learn how religion and spirituality play a role in a wide variety 

of modern issues.  
 

World Religions promotes intercultural understanding by respectfully addressing sensitive issues 

arising from diversity of religions and philosophical convictions, and the right of individuals to adhere 

to a particular religion or belief system. The course provides the opportunity for intercultural dialogue 

to foster religious and cultural cohesion. By developing skills of critical evaluation and reflection, it 

builds understanding of the perspectives and ways of life of different religions and philosophical 

convictions.  
 

World Religions extends the learner’s understanding of themselves, their heritage, values, culture, 

and identity. Students develop intercultural capability: they develop understanding of, and respect for, 

diversity and difference, and openness to different perspectives and experiences.  
 

The study of religion and beliefs fosters personal, social, moral and ethical development, and 

promotes intercultural understanding by providing opportunity for intercultural dialogue to foster 

religious and cultural cohesion. It respectfully addresses sensitive issues arising from diversity of 

religions and philosophical convictions. By developing skills of critical evaluation and reflection, 

students’ gain understanding of the perspectives and ways of life of different religions and 

spiritualities. Students develop awareness of prejudice and stereotypes as barriers to intercultural 

dialogue and understand the importance of promoting the human dignity of all.  

World Religions promotes critical and creative thinking and intercultural understanding, equipping 

young citizens for the demands and challenges of the 21st Century globalised world. 
 

Units: 

➢ Religion and Popular Culture  

Students explore the relationship between popular cultures, religions and spiritual traditions. They 

examine how religions and spirituality appropriate and influence popular cultures, and how popular 

cultures create and re-enforce stereotypes. A minimum of two belief systems must be studied in 

depth.   
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➢ Influence, Community, Culture and Power  

Students explore power relationships between and within religions and spiritualties, as evident in 

diverse cultures and communities. Students examine the influence of single and multiple religions 

on cultures and communities. A minimum of two belief systems must be studied in depth. 

  

➢ Narratives and World Views 

Students examine the origins and function of religious and spiritual narratives in a minimum of two 

different religious and, spiritual traditions. They explore how religious and spiritual narratives are 

constructed, disseminated, interpreted and applied. Students explore authorial purpose and the 

context in which the narratives are produced. Students examine the ways narratives from different 

times and places are interpreted in contemporary contexts. A minimum of two belief systems must 

be studied in depth.  

 

➢ Globalisation and Religion 

Students examine the process of globalisation and its impact on religions and spiritualities in the 

contemporary world. They explore the paradoxes and tensions underpinning religion and 

spiritualities in the global world. Students examine how religions and spiritualities can play a role 

in shaping globalisation. They explore the concept of a global ethic and challenges for the future. 

A minimum of two belief systems must be studied in depth. 

 

Assessment: 

In each unit, students are required to complete a set number of assessment pieces. These 

assessments may take the form of an essay, class presentation, creative response, interview, portfolio 

or in-class task. An examination will form part of assessment in all T units. Students are reminded of 

the need to check all College and BSSS policies concerning assessment tasks. 
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ENGLISH 

There are three courses offered by the English Department in the Senior Years, two tertiary and one 

accredited course.  They are English, Literature and Essential English respectively. 

 

Australian Curriculum English offers two streams of T courses: English and Literature. 

 

Students should enroll in English or Literature if they intend to undertake higher study after Year 12.  

They may study one course as a major, or both as a double major.  Students must complete four units 

of English or Literature over two years to achieve a major in English.  Australian Curriculum units 

increase in difficulty and achievement levels across the two years of study. Students should enroll in 

English A if they require a course that will equip them with language skills for the workforce.  

 

Students will be offered advice on the unit that is most appropriate for them. This advice is based on 

the marks obtained in common assessment tasks carried out in the Year 10 compulsory unit 

Language and Literature Workshop.  The advice should be considered seriously before a course is 

selected. 

 
 

ENGLISH 

Course type: T 
 

Pre-requisites: GPA of 3.0 in Year 9 and Year 10 English.  
 
Aims: 

English focuses on developing students’ analytical, creative and critical thinking and communication 

skills. This course encourages students to engage with texts from their contemporary world, with texts 

from the past and with texts from Australian and other cultures. Such engagement helps students 

develop a sense of themselves, their world and their place in it. Through close study and wide reading, 

viewing and listening, students develop the ability to appreciate and evaluate the purpose, stylistic 

qualities and conventions of literary and non-literary texts and enjoy creating their own imaginative, 

interpretive and analytical responses. 

 
Units: 

➢ Unit 1: Communication of Meaning 

➢ Unit 2: Representation Through Text 

➢ Unit 3: Comparative Texts 

➢ Unit 4: Perspectives  
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ENGISH LITERATURE 

Course type: T  
 

Pre-requisites: GPA of 3.0 in Year 9 and Year 10 English.  
 
Aims: 

Literature focuses on the study of literary texts, developing students as independent, innovative and 

creative learners and thinkers, who appreciate the aesthetic use of language, evaluate perspectives 

and evidence, and challenge ideas and interpretations. Literature explores how literary texts shape 

perceptions of the world and enable us to enter other worlds of the imagination. In this subject, 

students actively participate in the dialogue and detail of literary analysis and the creation of 

imaginative and analytical texts in a range of modes, mediums and forms. 
 
Units: 

➢ Unit 1: Ways of Reading and Creating 

➢ Unit 2: Intertextuality 

➢ Unit 3: Power of Literature 

➢ Unit 4: Literary Interpretations 

 
Assessment: 

In both English and Literature, students will be assessed on their performance through written and 

spoken tasks. Students are required to complete all assigned assessment tasks with Responding and 

Creating the key Assessment Criteria.  Research and wide reading are integral to both. 
 

Responding: analytical forms such as short response, essay, review, close textual analysis, 

multimodal, oral presentation. 

 

Creating: imaginative, entertaining, persuasive, interpretive or informative texts in spoken or 

written form + a rationale explaining the creative choices made. 
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ESSENTIAL ENGLISH 

Course type:  A   
 
Pre-requisites: None 
 

Aims: 

Essential English focuses on consolidating and refining the skills and knowledge needed by students 

to become competent, confident and engaged users of English in many contemporary contexts 

including every day, community, social, further education, training and workplace contexts. Essential 

English is designed to provide students with the skills that will empower them to succeed in a wide 

range of post-secondary pathways.  This course provides opportunities for you to improve and 

develop your skills in reading, writing, speaking, listening and interviewing.  It is appropriate for those 

who do not wish to study at a tertiary institution. 

 

Units: 

➢ Unit 1: Comprehending and Responding 

➢ Unit 2: Making Connections 

➢ Unit 3: Understanding Perspectives 

➢ Unit 4: Local Global 

 

Students must complete four units of Essential English in sequential order to achieve a major in 

Accredited English. Australian Curriculum units increase in difficulty and achievement levels across 

the two years of study. It is proposed that students will stay with the one class for Year 11 and  

Year 12. 

 

Assessment: 

In Essential English, you will be assessed on your performance by written and spoken tasks. Students 

are required to complete a minimum of three assessment tasks and a maximum of five assessment 

tasks, with Responding and Creating the key Assessment Criteria.  Research and wide reading are 

integral to both criteria.   

 

Responding: Responding to fiction, nonfiction and/or multi-modal texts – analytical forms such 

as short response, essay, review, close textual analysis, multimodal, oral 

presentation. 

 

Creating: Imaginative, entertaining, persuasive, interpretive or informative texts in spoken or 

written form plus a rationale explaining the creative choices made. 
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MATHEMATICS 

There are five Senior Mathematics courses offered at Marist College: 

 

Course Title Course Type Course Structure 

Specialist Mathematics (SM) Tertiary (T) Double Major (8 Units) 

Major Minor (6 Units) 

 

Specialist Methods (SMM) Tertiary (T) Major (4 Units) 

 

Mathematical Methods (MM) Tertiary (T) Major (4 Units) 

 

Mathematical Applications (MA) Tertiary (T) Major (4 Units) 

 

Essential Mathematics (EM) Accredited (A) 4 Units 

 
 

SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS  

Specialist Mathematics is offered as a double-major or a major-minor. Students who wish to gain a 

double-major in Specialist Mathematics must complete Specialist Mathematics Units 1 – 4 in addition 

to Specialist Methods Units 1 – 4 as prescribed in Table 1 below. Students who wish to gain a major-

minor must complete Specialist Mathematics Units 1 – 2 in addition to Specialist Methods Units 1 – 

4 as prescribed below in Table 1. 

 

Course type: T  

 

Pre-requisites: GPA of 5.0 in Years 9 and 10 Specialist Mathematics 

 

Enrolment Advice: 

For all content areas of Specialist Mathematics, the proficiency strands of the F–10 curriculum are 

still very much applicable and should be inherent in students’ learning of the subject. The strands of 

understanding, fluency, problem solving and reasoning are essential and mutually reinforcing. It is for  

this reason that an exceptional level of achievement in the study of the Australian Curriculum Years 

9, 10 and courses is essential.  
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In Specialist Mathematics, the formal explanation of reasoning through mathematical proof takes an 

important role, and the ability to present the solution of any problem in a logical and clear manner is 

of paramount significance. The ability to transfer skills learned to solve one class of problems, such 

as integration, to solve another class of problems, such as those in biology, kinematics or statistics, 

is a vital part of mathematics learning in this subject. 

 

Student Group: 

Specialist Mathematics is designed for students who intend tertiary study in quantitative disciplines 

requiring a strong, deep understanding of mathematics, such as mathematical studies, actuarial 

studies, physical sciences, engineering, computer sciences and economics. 

 

Equipment:  

A TI84PLUS CE calculator is required for this course. Lessons will be planned and assessments 

written based on the assumption that all students have access to and are competent in the use of this 

technology. (Note: The TI84PLUS CE is a non-CAS graphics calculator. CAS graphics calculators will 

NOT be permitted to be used in assessment items.) 

 

Content: 

Specialist Mathematics provides opportunities, beyond those presented in Specialist Methods, to 

develop rigorous mathematical arguments and proofs, and to use mathematical models more 

extensively. Specialist Mathematics contains topics in functions and calculus that build on and deepen 

the ideas presented in Mathematical Methods as well as demonstrate their application in many areas. 

Specialist Mathematics also extends understanding and knowledge of probability and statistics and 

introduces the topics of vectors, complex numbers and matrices. Specialist Mathematics is the only 

mathematics subject that cannot be taken as a stand-alone subject, i.e. a major. 

 

Specialist Mathematics is structured over four units. The topics in Unit 1 broaden students’ 

mathematical experience and provide different scenarios for incorporating mathematical arguments 

and problem solving. The unit provides a blending of algebraic and geometric thinking. In this subject 

there is a progression of content, applications, level of sophistication and abstraction. For example, 

vectors in the plane are introduced in Unit 1 and then in Unit 3 they are studied for three-dimensional 

space. In Unit 3, the topic ‘Vectors in three dimensions’ leads to the establishment of the equations 

of lines and planes, and this in turn prepares students for solving simultaneous equations in three 

variables.  

 

The following is a suggested implementation plan for Specialist Mathematics: 
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Table 1 Semester 1 Semester 2 

Y
e

a
r 

1
1
 

Specialist 

Mathematics 

Unit 1 

Specialist Methods 

Unit 1 

Specialist 

Mathematics 

Unit 2 

Specialist Methods 

Unit 2 

• Combinatorics 

• Vectors in the 
plane 

• Geometry 

• Functions and 
graphs 

• Trigonometric 
functions 

• Counting and 
probability 

• Trigonometry 

• Matrices 

• Real and 
complex 
numbers 

• Exponential 
functions 

• Arithmetic and 
geometric 
sequences and 
series 

• Introduction to 
differential 
calculus 

Y
e

a
r 

1
2
 

Specialist 

Mathematics 

Unit 3 

Specialist Methods 

Unit 3 

Specialist 

Mathematics 

Unit 4 

Specialist Methods 

Unit 4 

• Complex 
numbers  

• Functions and 
sketching 
graphs 

• Vectors in three 
dimensions 

• The logarithmic 
function 

• Further 
differentiation 
and 
applications 

• Integrals 
 

• Integration and 
applications of 
integration 

• Rates of 
change and 
differential 
equations 

• Statistical 
inference 

• Simple linear 
regression 

• Discrete 
random 
variables 

• Continuous 
random 
variables and 
the normal 
distribution 

• Interval 

estimates for 

proportions 

 

Assessment: 

Students will be assessed against the criteria listed in the Mathematics Course Framework. 

Assessment instruments will be selected from: tests, assignments, class work, group work, oral 

presentations, projects and other non-test tasks. No single item will constitute greater than 50% of 

the unit’s assessment. 
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SPECIALIST MATHEMATICAL METHODS 

Specialist Methods is offered as a major. Students who wish to gain a major in Specialist Methods 

will be required to complete Specialist Methods Units 1 – 4 as prescribed in Table 2 below. 

 

Course type:  T  

 

Pre-requisites: GPA of 5.0 in Year 9 and 10 Specialist Mathematics  

 

Enrolment Advice: 

For all content areas of Specialist Methods, the proficiency strands of Understanding, Fluency, 

Problem Solving and Reasoning developed in the F–10 curriculum are still very much applicable and 

should be inherent in students’ learning of the subject. These strands are therefore essential and 

mutually reinforcing.  The ability to present the solution of any problem in a logical and clear manner 

is of paramount significance.  It is for this reason that an excellent level of achievement in the study 

of the Australian Curriculum Years 9, 10 and Mathematical Pathways (Advanced) courses is essential. 

 

Student Group: 

This course is designed for students who intend subsequent study in disciplines in which a sound and 

broad knowledge of mathematics is required, such as the behavioral sciences, the social sciences 

and business.  

 

Equipment:  

A TI84PLUS CE calculator is required for this course. Lessons will be planned and assessments 

written based on the assumption that all students have access to and are competent in the use of this 

technology. (Note: The TI84PLUS CE is a non-CAS graphics calculator. CAS graphics calculators will 

NOT be permitted to be used in assessment items.) 

 

Content: 

Specialist Methods focuses on the development of the use of calculus and statistical analysis. The 

study of calculus in Specialist Methods provides a basis for an understanding of the physical world 

involving rates of change, and includes the use of functions, their derivatives and integrals, in 

modelling physical processes. The study of statistics in Specialist Methods develops the ability to 

describe and analyse phenomena involving uncertainty and variation.  

 

Specialist Methods is organised into four units. The topics broaden students’ mathematical experience 

and provide different scenarios for incorporating mathematical arguments and problem solving. The 

units provide a blending of algebraic and geometric thinking. In this subject there is a progression of 

content, applications, level of sophistication and abstraction. The probability and statistics topics lead 

to an introduction to statistical inference.  
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It is worth noting that much of the content of Specialist Methods is the same as that presented in 

Mathematical Methods.  However, more depth and breadth can be expected, in addition to a greater 

emphasis on applications, problem solving, modelling and reasoning. 

 

The following is a suggested implementation plan for Specialist Methods: 

 

Table 2 Semester 1 Semester 2 

Y
e

a
r 

1
1
 

Specialist Methods Unit 1 Specialist Methods Unit 2 

• Functions and graphs 

• Trigonometric functions 

• Counting and probability 

• Exponential functions 

• Arithmetic and geometric sequences 
and series 

• Introduction to differential calculus 

Y
e

a
r 

1
2
 

Specialist Methods Unit 3 Specialist Methods Unit 4 

• The logarithmic function 

• Further differentiation and 
applications 

• Integrals 

• Simple linear regression 

• Discrete random variables 

• Continuous random variables and the 
normal distribution 

• Interval estimates for proportions 

 

Assessment: 

Students will be assessed against the criteria listed in the Mathematics Course Framework. 

Assessment instruments will be selected from: tests, assignments, class work, group work oral 

presentations, projects and non-test tasks. No single item will constitute greater than 50% of the unit’s 

assessment. 

 

MATHEMATICAL METHODS 

Mathematical Methods is offered as a major.  Students who wish to gain a major in Mathematical 

Methods will be required to complete Mathematical Methods Units 1 – 4 as prescribed in Table 3 

below. 
 

Course type : T  

 

Pre-requisites: GPA of greater or equal to 3.5 in Year 9 and 10 Specialist Mathematics or a 

GPA of 4.0 in Year 9 and 10 Core Mathematics  

 

Enrolment Advice: 

For all content areas of Mathematical Methods, the proficiency strands of Understanding, Fluency, 

Problem solving and Reasoning developed in the F–10 curriculum are still very much applicable and 

should be inherent in students’ learning of the subject. These strands are therefore essential and  
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mutually reinforcing.  The ability to present the solution of any problem in a logical and clear manner 

is of paramount significance.  It is for this reason that a sound level of achievement in Mathematics in 

Year 9 and 10 is an essential prerequisite.   

 

Student Group: 

This course is designed for students who intend subsequent study in disciplines in which a sound and 

broad knowledge of mathematics is required, such as the behavioral sciences, the social sciences 

and business.  

 

Equipment:  

A TI84PLUS CE calculator is required for this course. Lessons will be planned and assessments 

written based on the assumption that all students have access to and are competent in the use of this 

technology. (Note: The TI84PLUS CE is a non-CAS graphics calculator. CAS graphics calculators will 

NOT be permitted to be used in assessment items.) 

 

Content: 

Mathematical Methods focuses on the development of the use of calculus and statistical analysis. The 

study of calculus in Mathematical Methods provides a basis for an understanding of the physical world 

involving rates of change, and includes the use of functions, their derivatives and integrals, in 

modelling physical processes. The study of statistics in Mathematical Methods develops the ability to 

describe and analyse phenomena involving uncertainty and variation.  

 

Mathematical Methods is organised into four units. The topics broaden students’ mathematical 

experience and provide different scenarios for incorporating mathematical arguments and problem 

solving. The units provide a blending of algebraic and geometric thinking. In this subject there is a 

progression of content, applications, level of sophistication and abstraction. The probability and 

statistics topics lead to an introduction to statistical inference. 

 

The following is a suggested implementation plan for Mathematical Methods: 

 

Table 3 Semester 1 Semester 2 

Y
e

a
r 

1
1
 

Methods Unit 1 Methods Unit 2 

• Functions and graphs 

• Trigonometric functions 

• Counting and probability 

• Exponential functions 

• Arithmetic and geometric 
sequences and series 

• Introduction to differential calculus 

Y
e

a
r 

1
2
 

Methods Unit 3 Methods Unit 4 

• Further differentiation and 
applications 

• Integrals 

• Discrete random variables 

• The logarithmic function 

• Continuous random variables and 
the normal distribution 

• Interval estimates for proportions 
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Assessment: 

Students will be assessed against the criteria listed in the Mathematics Course Framework. 

Assessment instruments will be selected from: tests, assignments, class work, group work, oral 

presentations, projects and non-test tasks. No single item will constitute greater than 50% of the unit’s 

assessment. 

 

 

MATHEMATICAL APPLICATIONS 

Mathematical Applications is offered as a major.  Students who wish to gain a major in Mathematical 

Applications will be required to complete Mathematical Applications Units 1 – 4 as prescribed in  

Table 4 below. 

 

Course type:  T  

 

Pre-requisites: GPA of greater than 2.0 in Year 9 and 10 Specialist Mathematics or a GPA of 

greater than 3.0 in Year 9 and 10 Core Mathematics   

 

Enrolment Advice: 

The Mathematical Applications subject provides students with a breadth of mathematical and 

statistical experience that encompasses and builds on the proficiency strands of Understanding, 

Fluency, Problem solving and Reasoning developed in the F-10 curriculum. It is for this reason that a 

sound level of achievement in the study of the Australian Curriculum Year 9 and 10 is essential. 
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Student Group: 

This course is designed as suitable preparation for general tertiary entry or for students intending 

tertiary study in areas where mathematical content is not emphasised. It aims to develop students’ 

skills in application of mathematics in practical situations. 

 

Equipment:  

A TI84PLUS CE calculator is required for this course. Lessons will be planned and assessments 

written based on the assumption that all students have access to and are competent in the use of this 

technology. (Note: The TI84PLUS CE is a non-CAS graphics calculator. CAS graphics calculators will 

NOT be permitted to be used in assessment items.) 

 

Content: 

Mathematical Applications focuses on the use of mathematics to solve problems in contexts that 

involve financial modelling, geometric and trigonometric analysis, graphical and network analysis, and 

growth and decay in sequences. It also provides opportunities for students to develop systematic 

strategies based on the statistical investigation process for answering statistical questions that involve 

analysing univariate and bivariate data, including time series data.  

 

Mathematical Applications is organised into four units. The topics in each unit broaden students’ 

mathematical experience and provide different scenarios for incorporating mathematical arguments 

and problem solving. The units provide a blending of algebraic, geometric and statistical thinking. In 

this subject there is a progression of content, applications, level of sophistication and abstraction.  

 

The following is a suggested implementation plan for Mathematical Applications 

 

Table 4 Semester 1 Semester 2 

Y
e

a
r 

1
1
 

Applications Unit 1 Applications Unit 2 

• Consumer arithmetic 

• Algebra and matrices 

• Shape and measurement 

• Univariate data analysis and the 

statistical investigation process 

• Applications of trigonometry 

• Linear equations and their graphs 

Y
e

a
r 

1
2
 

Applications Unit 3 Applications Unit 4 

• Bivariate data analysis 

• Growth and decay in sequences 

• Graphs and networks 

• Time series analysis 

• Loans, investments and annuities 

• Networks and decision mathematics 

 

Assessment: 

Students will be assessed against the criteria listed in the Mathematics Course Framework. 

Assessment instruments will be selected from: tests, assignments, class work, group work, oral 

presentations, projects and non-test tasks. No single item will constitute greater than 50% of the 

unit’s assessment. 
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ESSENTIAL MATHEMATICS 

Essential Mathematics focuses on using mathematics effectively, efficiently and critically to make 

informed decisions. It provides students with the mathematical knowledge, skills and understanding 

to solve problems in real contexts for a range of workplace, personal, further learning and community 

settings. This subject provides the opportunity for students to prepare for post-school options of 

employment and further training.  

 

Course type:  A  

 
Pre-requisite: No formal pre-requisites but students should have an interest in mathematics 

 
Enrolment Advice: 

Essential Mathematics aims to develop students’: 

➢ Understanding of concepts and techniques drawn from mathematics and statistics 

➢ Ability to solve applied problems using concepts and techniques drawn from mathematics and 

statistics 

➢ Reasoning and interpretive skills in mathematical and statistical contexts 

➢ Capacity to communicate in a concise and systematic manner using appropriate mathematical 

and statistical language 

➢ Capacity to choose and use technology appropriately. 

 
See Table 5 for the content and structure of this course. 

 

Equipment:  

A basic Casio Scientific Calculator is required for this course. 

 

Student Group: 

This A course is designed to provide students with opportunities for continuing mathematical growth. 

The purpose of the courses is to provide an appropriate mathematical background for students who 

wish either to enter occupations or continue training in areas that require the use of basic 

mathematical and statistical techniques. The course focuses on mathematical skills and techniques 

that have direct application to everyday activity and the treatment of topics contrasts with the more 

abstract approach taken in the T Mathematics courses. 

 

Content: 

Essential Mathematics has four units each of which contains a number of topics. It is intended that 

the topics be taught in a context relevant to students’ needs and interests. In Essential Mathematics, 

students use their knowledge and skills to investigate realistic problems of interest, which involve the 

application of mathematical relationships and concepts. The units in Essential Mathematics do not 

need to be taught in a sequential order.  
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Table 5 Semester 1 Semester 2 

 
Essential Unit 1 Essential Unit 2 

• Calculations, percentages and 
rates 

• Measurement 

• Algebra 

• Graphs 

 

• Representing and comparing data 

• Percentages 

• Rates and ratios 

• Time and motion 

 

Essential Unit 3 Essential Unit 4 

• Measurement 

• Scales, plans and models 

• Graphs 

• Data collection 

• Probability and relative frequencies 

• Earth geometry and time zones 

• Loans and compound interest 

 

 

Assessment: 

Students will be assessed against the criteria listed in the Mathematics Course Framework. 

Assessment instruments will be selected from: tests, assignments, class work, non-test tasks and 

group work. No single item will constitute greater than 50% of the unit’s assessment. 
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SCIENCE 

Each of the Science subjects in Years 11 and 12 builds upon students’ inquiry skills, their 

understanding of science as a human endeavour, and is a continuation of relevant ‘key concepts’ that 

structure the science understanding sub-strands of their junior years.  

 

BIOLOGY 

Course type:  T or A 
 
Pre-requisites: Nil 

 

Aims:  

To cover the major biological concepts, theories and models related to systems at all scales, from 

subcellular processes to ecosystem dynamics. To develop students’ sense of wonder and curiosity 

about life and respect of all living things and the environment. The course allows students to gain an 

appreciation of how biological knowledge has developed over time and continues to develop; how 

scientists use biology in a wide range of applications; and how this knowledge influences society.  
 
Units: 

➢ Unit 1:  Biodiversity and Interconnectedness 

➢ Unit 2:  Cells and Multicellular Organisms  

➢ Unit 3:  Heredity and Continuity of Life 

➢ Unit 4:  Maintaining the Internal Environment 

 

Unit 1 and 2 are studied in Year 11 while Unit 3 and 4 are typically studied in Year 12. 

 

Content Units 1 and 2: 

In units 1 and 2, students build on prior learning to develop their understanding of relationships 

between structure and function in a range of biological systems, from ecosystems to single cells and 

multicellular organisms. In Biodiversity and Interconnectedness, students analyse abiotic and biotic 

ecosystem components and their interactions, using classification systems for data collection, 

comparison and evaluation. Students take part in fieldwork to collect first-hand data and to experience 

local ecosystem interactions. In Cells and Multicellular Organisms, students investigate the 

interdependent components of the cell system and the multiple interacting systems in multicellular 

organisms. They use science inquiry skills to explore the relationship between structure and function, 

by conducting dissections and carrying out microscopic examination of cells and tissues. 
 

➢ Unit 1:  Biodiversity and Interconnectedness 

• Biological classification 

• Ecosystems 

• Species and populations  

• Ecological succession 

• Impact of human activities 

• Models of ecosystem interactions 
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➢ Unit 2:  Cells and Multicellular Organisms 

• Requirements for survival 

• Cell membrane structure and function 

• Prokaryotic and eukaryotic cells 

• Biochemical processes  

• Photosynthesis and Cellular respiration 

• Animals’ systems: respiratory, digestive, excretory and circulatory 

• Plants structures: leaves, xylem and phloem  

 

Content Units 3 and 4: 

In units 3 and 4, students examine the continuity of biological systems and how they change over 

time in response to external factors. They examine and connect system interactions at the molecular 

level to system change at the organism and population levels. In Heredity and Continuity of Life, 

students investigate mechanisms of heredity and the ways in which inheritance patterns can be 

explained, modelled and predicted; they connect these patterns to population dynamics and apply the 

theory of evolution by natural selection in order to examine changes in populations. In Maintaining the 

Internal Environment, students investigate system change and continuity in response to changing 

external conditions and pathogens; they investigate homeostasis and the transmission and impact of 

infectious disease at cellular and organism levels; and they consider the factors that encourage or 

reduce the spread of infectious disease at the population level.  
 
➢ Unit 3:  Heredity and Continuity of Life 

• Cell division  

• DNA and protein synthesis 

• Mutations in genes and chromosomes 

• Genotype and phenotype frequencies from Punnett squares - dominant, autosomal, sex-

linked alleles, multiple Alleles, polygenic inheritance  

• DNA sequencing and profiling  

• Biotechnology including gel electrophoresis, bacterial transformations and PCR   

• Comparative genomics and the theory of evolution   

• Natural selection due to environmental selection pressures 

• Speciation and Extinction 
 
➢ Unit 4:  The Internal Environment 

• Homeostasis  

• Nervous system  

• Endocrine system  

• Temperature control in endothermic animals  

• Water balance in animals and plants 

• Infectious diseases 

• Immune responses in vertebrates 
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CHEMISTRY 

Course type:  T  

 

Pre-requisites: GPA of 4.0 in Year 10 Science with good skills in Algebra  

 

Aims:  

To develop students’ interest in and appreciation of chemistry and its usefulness in helping to explain 

phenomena and solve problems encountered in their ever-changing world. By understanding the 

factors that affect chemical systems, and how chemical systems can be controlled to produce desired 

products, students gain an appreciation of chemistry as an experimental science.  

 
Units: 

➢ Unit 1:  Chemical Fundamentals 

➢ Unit 2:  Molecular Interactions and Reactions 

➢ Unit 3:  Equilibrium, Acids and Redox Reactions 

➢ Unit 4:  Structure, Synthesis and Design 

 

Unit 1 and 2 are studied in Year 11 while Unit 3 and 4 are typically studied in Year 12. 

 
Contents: 

➢ Unit 1:  Chemical Fundamentals  

In this unit, students use models of atomic structure and bonding to explain the macroscopic 

properties of materials and to predict the products and explain the energy changes associated 

with chemical reactions. 

• Properties and structure of atoms (including isotopes) 

• Trends in the observable properties of elements in the periodic table 

• Electron configuration of atoms  

• Physical properties and structure of pure substances and mixtures  

• Nanomaterials 

• Ions and Ionic compounds  

• Metals and Covalent substances  

• Carbon- as an element and in compounds 

• Chemical reactions: reactants, products and energy change 

• Endothermic and exothermic reactions and the Law of Conservation of Energy  

• The mole, Avogadro’s number, the Law of Conservation of Mass  
 
➢ Unit 2:  Molecular Interactions and Reactions 

In this unit, students continue to develop their understanding of bonding models and the 

relationship between structure, properties and reactions, including consideration of the factors that 

affect the rate of chemical reactions.  

• Intermolecular forces and gases  

• Electrons - (VSEPR) theory  

• Polarity of molecules  
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• Chromatography  

• Water, aqueous solutions and acidity  

• The concentration of a solution  

• Precipitation and acid-base reactions  

• The pH scale, patterns of the reactions of acids and bases  

• Rates of chemical reactions 

• Collision theory, activation energy, energy profile diagrams  

• Catalysts 
 

➢ Unit 3: Equilibrium Acids and Redox Reactions 

In this unit, students investigate models of equilibrium in chemical systems; apply these models 

in the context of acids and bases and redox reactions, including electrochemical cells; and explain 

and predict how a range of factors affect these systems.  

• Open and closed chemical systems 

• Enthalpy changes for forward and reverse reactions 

• Concentration and pressure changes  

• Le Chatelier’s Principle, equilibrium constants  

• Brønsted-Lowry model  

• The logarithmic pH scale  

• Acid-base indicators  

• Volumetric analysis methods 

• Redox reactions and Electrochemical processes  

• Half-equations, comparing standard electrode potentials  

• Electrochemical cells, including galvanic and electrolytic cells  

 
➢ Unit 4:  Structure, Synthesis and Design 

In this unit, students use models of molecular structure, chemical reactions and energy changes 

to explain and apply synthesis processes, particularly with consideration of organic synthesis; and 

they consider current and future applications of chemical design principles.  

• Properties and structure of organic materials  

• Organic molecules and materials  

• Using mass spectrometry, x-ray crystallography and infrared spectroscopy  

• Chemical synthesis and design -pharmaceuticals, fuels, cosmetics, cleaning products  

• Addition, oxidation, esterification and condensation reactions  

• Molecular manufacturing processes - carbon nanotubes, nanorobots, chemical sensors used 

in medicine 
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EARTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 

Course type:  T or A 

 

Pre-requisites: Nil 

 

Aims:  

Earth and Environmental Science is a multifaceted field of inquiry that focuses on interactions 

between the solid Earth, its water, its air and its living organisms, and on dynamic, interdependent 

relationships that have developed between these four components. Earth and environmental 

scientists consider how these interrelationships produce environmental change at a variety of 

timescales. To do this, they integrate knowledge, concepts, models and methods drawn from geology, 

biology, physics and chemistry in the study of Earth’s ancient and modern environments. Earth and 

environmental scientists strive to understand past and present processes so that reliable and 

scientifically-defensible predictions can be made about the future. 

 

Units:  

➢ Unit 1:  Introduction to Earth Systems 

➢ Unit 2:  Earth Processes 

➢ Unit 3:  Living on Earth 

➢ Unit 4:  The Changing Earth 

 

The four units are taught on a rotation basis. 

 

Content: 

In Units 1 and 2, students are introduced to the Earth system model and to the ways in which the 

Earth spheres interact and are related by transfers and transformations of energy. In Introduction to 

Earth Systems, students examine the evidence underpinning theories of the development of the Earth 

systems, their interactions and their components. In Earth Processes, students investigate how Earth 

processes involve interactions of Earth systems and are inter-related through transfers and 

transformations of energy.  

 

➢ Unit 1:  Introduction to Earth Systems 

• The Principle of Uniformitarianism    

• Relative geological time scale gained from stratigraphic principles and radioisotopes  

• Earth’s internal structure 

• Rocks and the rock cycle   

• The atmosphere and hydrosphere 

• Formation of life on Earth and the fossil record  
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➢ Unit 2:  Earth Processes 

• Photosynthesis 

• Tectonic plates  

• The atmosphere, systematic atmospheric circulation and the greenhouse effect   

• Global ocean conveyer model   

• Anomalous global weather patterns, including El Nino and La Nina   

• Photosynthesis  

• Ecosystem carrying capacity 

• Biogeochemical cycling of matter including carbon cycle 

 

In Units 3 and 4, students use the Earth system model and an understanding of Earth processes, to 

examine Earth resources and environments, as well as the factors that impact the Earth system at a 

range of spatial and temporal scales. In Living on Earth, students examine renewable and non-

renewable resources, the implications of extracting, using and consuming these resources, and 

associated management approaches. In The Changing Earth, students consider how Earth 

processes and human activity can contribute to Earth hazards, and the ways in which these hazards 

can be predicted, managed and mitigated to reduce their impact on Earth environments 

 

➢ Unit 3:  Living on Earth  

• Formation, location and extraction of non-renewable mineral and energy resources 

Ecosystems and renewable resources  

• The availability and quality of fresh water  

• Human activities that affect ecosystems  

• Concept of an ‘ecological footprint’ 
 

➢ Unit 4:  The Changing Earth 

• Earthquakes, volcanic eruptions and tsunamis 

• Monitoring and analysis of data for future predictions  

• Major weather systems that generate cyclones, flood events and droughts  

• Human activities that can contribute to natural hazards and the impact on organisms  

• Global climate changes that are evident at a variety of time scales 

• Human activities that change the atmosphere and climatic conditions  

• Climate change evidence and models 
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PHYSICS 

Course type:  T  
 

Pre-requisites: GPA of 4.0 in Year 10 and studying Specialist Mathematics or Methods in  

Year 11 
 

Aims:    

To understand the ways in which matter and energy interact in physical systems across a range of 

scales and how physics knowledge is used in a wide range of contexts and informs personal, local 

and global issues. Investigative skills are encouraged by the design and conduction of regular 

investigations. Mathematical representations and relationships (formulae) are studied in each unit. 
 

Units:    

➢ Unit 1:  Linear Motion and Waves 

➢ Unit 2:  Thermal, Nuclear and Electrical Physics 

➢ Unit 3:  Gravity and Electromagnetism 

➢ Unit 4:  Revolutions in Modern physics 
 

Unit 1 and 2 are studied in Year 11, while Unit 3 and 4 are typically studied in Year 12. 
 

In Units 1 and 2 (Linear Motion and Waves and Thermal, Nuclear and Electrical Physics), students 

investigate energy, motion and forces. In Unit 1, students describe, explain and predict linear motion, 

and investigate the application of wave models to light and sound phenomena. In Unit 2, students 

investigate energy production by considering heating processes, radioactivity and nuclear reactions, 

and investigate energy transfer and transformation in electrical circuits.  
 

➢ Unit 1:  Linear Motion and Waves 

• Uniformly accelerated motion, scalar and vector quantities 

• Vertical motion and momentum 

• Newton’s Three Laws of Motion  

• Kinetic and/or potential energy of objects, Collisions  

• Waves - transverse, longitudinal, mechanical 

• Light and its properties 
 

➢ Unit 2:  Thermal, Nuclear and Electrical Physics 

• Heat transfers - conduction, convection and/or radiation  

• Kinetic particle model, thermal energy (and its capacity to do work), temperature, latent heat, 

thermal equilibrium  

• Energy transfers and transformations in mechanical systems and their inefficiencies  

• Ionising radiation and nuclear reactions  

• Nuclear stability/decay, radionuclides, half-lives, radiation and transmutation reactions 

• Einstein’s mass/energy relationship E=mc2 

• Nuclear fission v’s nuclear fusion  

• Electrical circuits  

• Circuit analysis and design in series, parallel and series/parallel circuits  
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In Units 3 and 4, (Gravity and Electromagnetism and Revolutions in Modern Physics) students are 

introduced to more complex models that enable them to describe, explain and predict a wider range 

of phenomena, including, in Unit 4, very high speed motion and very small scale objects. In Unit 3, 

students investigate models of motion in gravitational, electric and magnetic fields to explain how 

forces act at a distance, and use the theory of electromagnetism to explain the production and 

propagation of electromagnetic waves. In Unit 4, students investigate how shortcomings in existing 

theories led to the development of the Special Theory of Relativity, the quantum theory of light and 

matter, and the Standard Model of particle physics.  
 

➢ Unit 3:  Gravity and Electromagnetism 

• Newton’s Law of Universal Gravitation, Field theory  

• Motion on inclined planes, projectile and circular motion 

• Kepler’s laws and Coulomb’s Law  

• Electric fields around objects and wires- solenoids and electromagnets  

• Magnetic flux density  

• DC electric motors, transformers, DC and AC generators, and AC induction motors  

• Lenz’s Law of electromagnetic induction, electromagnetic waves  

 

➢ Unit 4:  Revolutions in Modern Physics 

• Einstein’s special theory of relativity  

• Introduction to Quantum theory  

• Photons and Planck’s constant, the photoelectric effect, black body radiation 

• Spectral analysis and Bohr model  

• The Standard Model -quarks and leptons, gauge bosons, simple reaction diagrams  

• Time and charge reversal symmetry, conservation of energy and momentum  

• High-energy particle accelerators, The Big Bang theory  

 

PSYCHOLOGY 

Course type:  T or A 

 

Pre-requisites: Nil 

 

Aims:  

Psychology is the study of the human mind and behaviour. Students develop an understanding of 

themselves and others by exploring the interactions of biological, social, and psychological factors in 

individuals and groups. As a science, the subject matter of this course is founded on knowledge and 

understanding that has been gained through systematic inquiry and scientific research.  As a result, 

students learn to think critically, to evaluate evidence, to solve problems and to communicate 

understanding of human behaviour, thoughts, and feelings scientifically. The study of Psychology 

enables learners to understand how individuals think, feel and act within different contexts. Such 

knowledge has the potential to empower and enhance individual abilities and facilitate awareness of 

the human condition, along with tolerance and respect for others.  Across all units studied in 
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Psychology, students develop skills in ethically and scientifically generating, evaluating, and 

communicating valid qualitative and quantitative data and conclusions. 

 

Units:    

➢ Unit 1:  Self and Identity 

➢ Unit 2:  Cognition and Emotions 

➢ Unit 3:  Groups and Society 

➢ Unit 4:  Normality an Abnormality  

 

Unit 1 and 2 are studied in Year 11, while Unit 3 and 4 are typically studied in Year 12. 

 

➢ Unit 1:  Self and Identity 

Students examine traditional and contemporary psychological understandings of how individuals 

develop a unique self and identities in their context, using a range of approaches, including the 

interaction between nature and nurture. In examining differences, they will focus on individual 

difference in personality, thoughts, feelings, and behaviour.  

 

➢ Unit 2:  Cognition and Emotions 

Students examine traditional and contemporary understandings on the basis of human cognition 

and emotion in context. Students explore how our perception of, and feelings about, the world 

shapes our interaction with it.  

 

➢ Unit 3:  Groups and Society 

Students study traditional and contemporary understandings of the implications of identity and 

membership within groups and society for thoughts, emotions, and behaviour. They explore how 

and why humans think, feel and act in group and social settings using a range of approaches.  

 

➢ Unit 4:  Normality and Abnormality 

Students study traditional and contemporary understandings of the continuum of normality and 

abnormality, and the social construction of healthy and unhealthy thoughts, feelings, and 

behaviour. Students explore biological, psychological, and social, and contextual aspects of 

normality and abnormality, how they are determined, and how that has changed over time.  
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SOCIAL SCIENCE 

The Social Science Department offers a range of social science courses.  

 

T and A courses are available in: History, Global Studies, Business, Economics, and Legal Studies. 

 

The History Course is available for a double major (8 units), a major/minor (6 units), a major (4 units) 

or a minor (2 units). Within the History Course you could specialise in Ancient or Modern History. It is 

common to study both.  

 

MODERN HISTORY 

 

Course type:  T or A 

 

Pre-requisites: There are no prerequisites for this course although at least B grades in English 

and Social Science in Year 10 are highly recommended. 

 

Aims:  

The Modern History curriculum aims to develop students’: 

➢ Knowledge and understanding of particular events, ideas, movements and developments that 

have shaped the modern world 

➢ Capacity to undertake historical inquiry, including skills in research, evaluation of sources, 

synthesis of evidence, analysis of interpretations and representations, and communication of 

findings 

➢ Application of historical concepts, including evidence, continuity and change, cause and effect, 

significance, empathy, perspectives and contestability 

➢ Capacity to be informed citizens with the skills, including analytical and critical thinking, to 

participate in contemporary debates 
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Units: 

➢ Understanding the Modern World 

➢ Change in the Twentieth Century 

➢ Modern nations in the Twentieth Century 

➢ The Modern World Since 1945 

 

Units are chosen according to student and teacher interest and staff availability. 

 

Content: 

➢ Understanding the Modern World 

This unit investigates key developments that have helped define the modern world: their causes, 

the different experiences of individuals and groups and their short and long-term consequences. 

Students will encounter ideas that both inspired and emerged from these developments and their 

significance for the contemporary world. The Enlightenment and the American and French 

Revolution will be focus topics. 

 

➢ Change in the Twentieth Century 

This unit helps students understand the essential features of movements for change, including 

the conditions that gave rise to these movements, the motivations and role of individuals and 

groups and the short and long-term consequences. Students will investigate influential ideas that 

were central to the experience of change and the methods employed. Nazi Germany and the US 

Civil Rights Movement will be focus topics. 

 

➢ Modern Nations in the Twentieth Century 

This unit helps students understand the characteristics of modern nations, the internal divisions 

and external threats that they encountered, and the different experiences of individuals and groups 

within those states. It will allow students to understand the significance of the changes 

experienced by modern nations and the different paths of development they have taken. The USA 

(1917-45) and China (1937 – 1976) will be focus topics. 

 

➢ The Modern World since 1945 

This unit allows students to investigate the distinctive features of the modern world that have 

emerged since World War II and the historical forces that provided their impetus. It will assist them 

to understand the changes that took place over time, and their significance to the experiences of 

individuals, groups, nations and the international community. The Changing World Order (Cold 

War) will be the focus topic. 
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ANCIENT HISTORY  

Course type:  T or A 

 

Pre-requisites: There are no prerequisites for this course although at least B grades in English 

and Social Science in Year 10 are highly recommended. 

 

Aims:  

In this course you will have the opportunity to: 

➢ Gain a lively interest in the history, thought, literature, religions, art, architecture and customs of 

some peoples of the Ancient World 

➢ Develop an understanding of the part which the past has played in creating the contemporary 

world 

➢ Gain an historical background for studies in ancient and modern history, art, architecture, 

philosophy, music, religious studies, literature, politics and science 

 

Units: 

➢ Ancient Societies  

➢ Investigating the Ancient World  

➢ People, Power and Authority  

➢ Reconstructing the Ancient World  

 

Units are chosen according to student and staff interest and staff availability. 

 

Content: 

➢ Ancient Societies  

Bronze Age Greece: Minoans 2000 – 1100 BCE:  

Students will learn about the archaeological record. Some of the different topics investigated 

include: the mythological relation to Knossos; an in-depth look at religion; what archaeological 

evidence suggests about the different classes of people living in Crete; and the role of women in 

Minoan society.  
  



 

Year 11 and Year 12 Handbook  Page | 65 

 

Sparta:  

Students will learn about political, social, economic and other significant features of ancient 

Sparta. This will include an in-depth analysis of the cultural significance of the military in Spartan 

society. Students will consider the role of ancient sources as well as many of the problems 

associated with these texts.  
 

➢ Investigating the Ancient World  

Ancient Thera (The myth of Atlantis) and the Destruction of Troy:  

Students will investigate the geographical and historical context of Ancient Thera, the Bronze-Age 

Aegean period, the origins of the Theran settlement, the rediscovery of Akrotiri and excavations 

at the site. Students will examine the problems with sources surrounding the legend of the city of 

Troy and consider the archaeological evidence in relation to the existence of the culture written 

about by Homer. Students will assess the destruction of the Troy and evidence of its different 

layers.  
 

Alexander the Great: 

Students will investigate the background to Alexander and the rise of his Empire. Further analysis 

of sources will help account for the success and collapse of his empire. Additionally, social history 

of the ancient Greek city-states will be studied.  
 

➢ People, Power and Authority  

Rome 63BC – 14AD and Augustus: 

This unit involves an investigation of Ancient Roman society, with a particular emphasis on the 

nature and exercise of power and authority. Students will study political change and development 

during the reign of both Caesar and Augustus. Students will also have the opportunity to 

investigate and evaluate ONE individual who had a significant impact on their times. The unit will 

include the study of the social structure of Roman society, political structures, the economy, 

military organisation and religious practices.  
 

This unit requires a focus on a range of written source material and an evaluation of the 

significance of the selected individual. Students develop their skills of historical analysis with an 

emphasis on the identification and evaluation of different perspectives and interpretations of the 

past and on an understanding of the issue of contestability in history. 
 

➢ Reconstructing the Ancient World 

Pompeii and Herculaneum, 80 BC – AD 79:  

Students study Pompeii and Herculaneum in the period, 80 BC – AD 79, with particular reference 

to the remains at these sites, and other relevant sources. Students will examine how these 

sources have been used to construct an understanding of the social, political, religious and 

economic institutions and practices, and key events and individuals of the historical period.  

Students study the major archaeological excavations that took place at each site during the 18th, 

19th and 20th centuries, with a particular focus on the purposes of the excavations and the 

methods of archaeologists. 
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Assessment: 

Assessment will be conducted using the criteria outlined in the BSSS History Course Framework.  

 

Continuous assessment occurs throughout each unit with a wide variety of techniques being 

employed.  Assessment instruments may include: 

➢ Major research essays 

➢ Document studies 

➢ Critical responses (oral or empathetic) 

➢ Examinations 
 

GLOBAL STUDIES 

By undertaking Global Studies, students come to appreciate the nature of international politics. They 

examine what can be achieved, and why there is a plurality of views on decisions about progress and 

reform. This interdisciplinary course explores global actors, processes, challenges, and opportunities. 

 

This course is recommended for students with a strong interest in current world affairs, and the 

disciplines of history, geography, politics, economics, and business. 

The course places a strong emphasis on expanding knowledge of nations and international relations 

around the world and enabling students to focus on key areas to understand changing global 

dynamics and decision making. Global Studies complements the proliferation of interdisciplinary 

courses in prominent universities in Australia and around the world. 

 

Global Studies prepares senior secondary students for further study and is especially good 

preparation for the ACT Scaling Test (AST) writing task 
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Course Type: T or A 
 

Pre-requisites: There are no pre-requisites for this course, although competence in English is 

presumed. 

 
Units:  

➢ Global Actors 

➢ Global Processes 

➢ Global Challenges  

➢ Global Opportunities 
 
Content:  

➢ Global Actors: 

Students critically analyse the distinctive nature and origin of actors within contemporary global 

politics. They use theories to question and analyse hierarchies and taxonomies of actors and 

power. Students assess the relative merits of diverse theories to evaluate actors’ claims to 

sovereignty, hegemony, and legitimacy and why some groups are excluded from exercising 

agency. They reflect on their role as citizens giving legitimacy to global actors through their 

decisions and beliefs. The choice of actors for study must include a range of actors from different 

locations and spheres of influence. 
 

➢ Global Processes: 

Students critically analyse the purpose, nature, and origins of global processes in the international 

order, and how these facilitate or impede relationships among global actors in many communities. 

They critically analyse different processes for negotiating between actors within global anarchy. 

Students evaluate the processes by which global systems operate and their potential for reform. 

They critique processes from different International Relations (IR) perspectives. Students reflect 

on their place, and their communities’ role, in global processes in working towards the common 

good. The choice of processes for study must include those involving a range of communities and 

locations. 
 

➢ Global Challenges: 

Students critically analyse significant contemporary issues that pose challenges around the world, 

as a result of processes employed by global actors to address issues and critique the resulting 

balance of power. They also question whether the mechanisms that regulate global behaviour 

effectively manage the tension between self-interest and collectivism. They analyse the 

challenges faced by actors and processes with the emergence of new powers and value systems. 

Students use theory to formulate questions and anticipate future challenges. They reflect on their 

connection to current global challenges and how they will respond to that realisation. The choice 

of challenges for study must include those impacting on a range of communities and locations. 

 

➢ Global Opportunities: 

Students analyse what progress and change can be achieved by global political action. They 

examine how the global system is perceived and used to improve lives for individuals and 

communities. Students evaluate possible pathways for progress and consider to whom current 
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reform processes bring benefits. The nature of international declarations and agreements are 

considered in terms of their universality and contingency. Students consider their preferred future, 

the actions necessary to achieve it, and why it would be better. The choice of opportunities for 

study must include those available to a range of communities and locations. 
 

Assessment: 

Students are assessed according to the degree to which they demonstrate competency in the BSSS 

Humanities and Social Science Course Framework Criteria.  Continuous assessment will occur in 

each unit with a number of techniques employed. No one task will be valued at more than 60%. 
 

BUSINESS 

Course type:  T  

 

Pre-requisites: There are no formal prerequisites for this course but a satisfactory level of 

literacy and numeracy is presumed. 

Aims: 

This course provides a practical, hands-on approach to the study of business. By the end of Year 12 

students will have developed a broad conceptual knowledge of the role and nature of business and 

the environment within which it operates along with an understanding of key concepts such as the 

business plan, marketing, finance, e-business, economic management, business ethics, employment 

and industrial relations, operations management and the possible future world of business. 

 

Units: 

➢ Business Opportunities 

➢ Business Marketing 

➢ Leading a Business  

➢ Business Finance and Planning 

 

Content: 

➢ Business Opportunities 

In this unit, students investigate the nature of businesses formed in response to economic, social, 

regulatory, local, national, and global contexts. They critically analyse business responses to the 

opportunities and challenges offered by the contemporary world, including a social enterprise, a  
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First Nations Australian enterprise and an enterprise operating in the Asia-Pacific region. Students 

develop skills in communication and planning to support collaborative problem solving and project 

work. They refine their capacity to analyse numerical data that supports business decisions. In 

proposing solutions and conclusions, students consider ethical and sustainability factors and 

issues. 

 

➢ Business Marketing  

In this unit, students investigate the principles, theories, and ethics of marketing. They critically 

analyse case studies of marketing campaigns, including social enterprise marketing. Students 

develop skills in digital and social media to support the creation of marketing campaigns and 

business solutions derived from principles and theories. Students refine their creativity, teamwork, 

and communication skills in the collaborative analysis of marketing problems and creation of 

marketing solutions. They refine skills in statistics that will support the analysis of marketing 

processes and product formulation. 

 

➢ Leading a Business 

In this unit, students investigate the principles and theories related to leadership, and managing 

people, operations, and change. They critically analyse case studies of business leadership from 

contemporary local, national, and global businesses. Students evaluate contemporary 

management practices considering emerging challenges and opportunities, and in the context of 

intercultural, ethical, and regulatory requirements. They refine critical thinking and mathematical 

skills needed to undertake budgeting and financial analyses of enterprises and propose viable 

solutions. Students refine teamwork, creativity, and communication skills to create solutions to 

problems in leading a business. 

 

➢ Business Finance and Planning 

In this unit, students investigate the principles and theories of business finance and planning. They 

investigate concepts and methodologies of finance and entrepreneurship that underpin business 

planning, including procurement. Students critically analyse case studies of business finance and 

planning in small, medium, and large businesses. They evaluate financial practices for different 

types of business organisations, including social enterprises. Students evaluate business finance 

practices and case studies using ethical and sustainability perspectives and considering the 

regulatory environment. They refine their mathematical skills necessary to use financial data and 

business statistics in making plans and recommendations. 

 

Assessment: 

Students will be assessed according to the BSSS Business Framework on the degree to which they 

demonstrate knowledge, understanding and skills. In their final semester of study, students will have 

the opportunity to design their own business plan for the company of their choice. 
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BUSINESS SERVICES 

 

Course type:  A or V  

 

Pre-requisites: There are no formal prerequisites for this course. 

 

Aims: This course provides students with a vocational and skills pathway to the study of Business 

with the opportunity to complete VET qualifications or a Statement of Attainment from the Business 

Services Training Package. Students will develop knowledge and skills that underpin organisational 

administration in a wide range of contexts and sectors. Students investigate practices, processes and 

technologies in administration, the careers available and the changing skill sets required for their 

implementation. They develop relevant technical, vocational, and interpersonal capacities suitable for 

employment and further training in Business Services. The course provides for the development of 

employability skills such as communication and teamwork which are transferable to all industry areas. 

Through the study of this subject, students will gain experiences that can be applied in a range of 

contexts, including work, study and recreation that will assist them to make informed choices. 

 

Units: 

➢ Information Management 

➢ Workplace Practices 

➢ Relationship Development 

➢ Project Management 

➢ Independent Study 

 

Content: 

➢ Information Management 

Students investigate information management systems within organisations. They solve problems 

to improve organisational outcomes. Students analyse software applications used for recording 

and tracking information and apply skills in their use. They assess business records, efficiency, 

and effectiveness and reflect on their business impacts and compliance with ethical standards. 
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Students refine numeracy and literacy skills for the purposes of understanding, processing, 

representing, and communicating organisational information. 

 

➢ Workplace Practices 

Students analyse concepts, models and theories that underlie workplace practices. They 

investigate professional communication, collaboration, and teamwork skills. Students assess 

wellbeing programs and practices for self and others. They develop knowledge and skills for 

producing business documents and apply these skills to work effectively in a variety of 

environments. Students refine literacy skills for the purposes of understanding, planning, editing, 

publishing, and communicating within a range of workplace situations, reflecting on their 

effectiveness. 

 

➢ Relationship Development 

Students analyse relationship development concepts, theories and models and apply these in a 

range of contexts. They investigate essential workplace practices and procedures for meeting 

customer service and stakeholder expectations. Students investigate digital platforms for 

providing customer service and communications. They analyse a range of procedures and 

practices for professional and personal innovation and improvement. 

 

➢ Project Management 

Students analyse basic project management models and operational practices and apply industry 

specific protocols. Students apply project management skills to completing tasks in a simulated 

work environment. They develop the knowledge, skills and understandings that are required to 

provide effective organisational support. Students plan and implement workflows using business 

tools and reflect on opportunities for improvement and innovation. 

 

➢ Independent Study 

An Independent Study unit has an important place in senior secondary courses. It is a valuable 

pedagogical approach that empowers students to make decisions about their own learning. An 

Independent Study unit can be proposed by an individual student for their own independent study 

and negotiated with their teacher. The program of learning for an Independent Study unit must 

meet the unit goals and content descriptions as they appear in the course. 

 

Independent Study units are only available to individual students in Year 12. A student can only 

study a maximum of one Independent Study unit in each course. Students must have studied at 

least three standard 1.0 units from this course. An Independent Study unit requires the principal’s 

written approval. Principal approval can also be sought by a student in Year 12 to enrol 

concurrently in an Independent Study unit and their third or fourth 1.0 unit in this course of study. 
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Assessment: 

Students will be assessed on the degree to which they demonstrate: 

➢ Knowledge and understanding. 

➢ Skills. 

 

Units of Competency: 

➢ Competence must be demonstrated over time and in the full range of required contexts in 

conjunction with the Units of Competence from the Certificate II in Workplace. 

➢ Skills, or Certificate III in Business, which provides performance criteria, range statements and 

assessment contexts. Competencies are attached to units and must be delivered in those units.  

➢ In order to be deemed competent to industry standard, assessment must provide authentic, 

valid, sufficient, and current evidence as indicated in the relevant Training Package. 
 

ECONOMICS 

 

 

Course type:  T or A 
 

Pre-requisites: There are no formal prerequisites for this course but a satisfactory level of 
literacy and numeracy is presumed. 

 

Aims: In Economics, students study the allocation of limited resources to a satisfy unlimited wants 

and needs. In doing so they address the economic problem of scarcity: what to produce, how much 

to produce and for whom to produce. They use a range of approaches and perspectives on economics 

to investigate these fundamental problems to form conclusions and make predictions. Students 

develop their knowledge and understanding of the history and development of economic theories and 

concepts, the application of theories in real world contexts, and the roles of stakeholders in addressing 

economic scarcity, inefficiencies, and inequalities. They develop an understanding of the significance 

of economics to interpreting their day to day lives and choices, and their subsequent impact. Students 

develop the skills to apply ethical, critical, and creative thinking to problem solving in economics. They 

apply disciplinary methodologies to research, analyse and communicate predictions and solutions.  

 

They develop skills to communicate and collaborate to make predictions and draw balanced 

conclusions. The study of Economics enables students to develop their knowledge, understanding  
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and skills to enhance the well-being of all citizens locally, nationally, and globally, and in developing 

societies. The study of economics provides a continuity with many pathways into tertiary and industry 

studies. 

 

Units:  

Year 11 

• Microeconomic Foundations 

• Debates in Microeconomics 

Year 12: 

• Macroeconomic Foundations 

• Debates in Macroeconomics 

 

Content: 

➢ Microeconomic Foundations (Year 11) 

In this unit, students investigate the nature and purpose of a range of economic theories and 

concepts related to microeconomics to better understand human behaviour. In investigating 

scenarios in local, national, global economies, and developing societies, they evaluate theories, 

models, and numerical analyses. Students evaluate explanations of microeconomic phenomena 

provided by economists to draw conclusions about the nature and actions of economic agents. 

 

➢ Debates in Microeconomics (Year 11) 

In this unit, students analyse complex scenarios in microeconomics to understand choices of 

policy makers. They will engage with debate in the discipline on explanations for contemporary 

economic dilemmas and the range of possible solutions to problems facing people. Students 

collaborate to make predictions and propose solutions to problems facing policy makers and 

citizens. 

 

➢ Microeconomic Foundations (Year 12) 

In this unit, students investigate the nature and purpose of a range of economic theories and 

concepts related to macroeconomics. They evaluate theories, models, and numerical analyses 

through investigating scenarios in local, national, global economies and developing societies to 

understand how policy makers foster prosperity. Students evaluate explanations of 

macroeconomic phenomena provided by economists to draw conclusions about the effectiveness 

of decision making. 

 

➢ Debates in Microeconomics (Year 12) 

In this unit, students critically analyse in-depth scenarios in macroeconomics to understand the 

functional role of economics in bettering lives. They will engage with debate in the discipline 

around explanations for contemporary economic dilemmas and the range of possible solutions to 

problems facing people. Students make predictions and propose solutions to problems facing 

policy makers and citizens.  
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Assessment: 

In accordance with the BSSS Commerce Framework, Students will be assessed on the degree to 

which they demonstrate Knowledge, Understanding, and Skills. 

 

Assessment will be continuous throughout each unit and will include tasks such as research 

assignments, seminars and in-class tasks.  

 

In-class tasks (i.e. tests and exams) will have a weighting of approximately 40% - 50% of the 

assessment, in line with the BSSS Commerce Framework. 

 

LEGAL STUDIES 

  

Course type:  T or A 

 

Pre-requisites: There are no prerequisites for this course although at least B grades in English 

and Social Science in Year 10 are highly recommended. 

Aims:  

The Legal Studies curriculum aims to enable students to: 

➢ Analyse political and legal concepts, principles, processes, structures, assumptions arguments 

and ideas 

➢ Understand the influence of historical, political and cultural contexts on law 

➢ Analyse values and attitudes that underpin legal systems 

➢ Evaluate the interrelationship between the legal system and society and the use of power 

➢ Reflect on the influence of legal systems on the lives of individuals and society 

➢ Apply knowledge and skills to become active and informed citizens who can affect change 

➢ Communicate in a range of modes and mediums for specific purposes and audiences 

 

Units: 

➢ Crime and Justice 

➢ Civil Law  

➢ Contemporary Issues and the Law 

➢ International Law  
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Content: 

➢ Crime and Justice  

This unit students investigate the responses of individuals and societies to social transgressions. 

They examine the criminalisation and punishment of conduct in various jurisdictions over time. 

They investigate existing law making, legal and judicial procedures and structures, including both 

common law and statute law.  Students investigate theories of justice and punishment. 

 

➢ Civil Law  

In this unit students examine the origin, purpose, and scope of regulation under civil law. Students 

apply civil law principles and doctrines that regulate the relationships and activities of individuals 

and groups to a range of case studies. They evaluate conflict resolution processes to determine 

their fairness and efficacy, and the possibilities for reform to achieve more just outcomes to civil 

disputes. 

 

➢ Contemporary Issues and the Law 

In this unit students investigate the role of social and political advocacy and judicial activism in 

bringing about reform and change for the benefit of people. They evaluate various claims to rights 

and competing claims to rights and how the law and legal structures can be used to resolve such 

tensions, including First Nations Australian contemporary experiences of Australian legal systems. 

Students investigate case studies of social debates to evaluate the fairness and efficacy of 

possible solutions. They engage critically in the debate over the identified problem and conduct 

research to clarify their own beliefs, form their own arguments and propose informed legal 

solutions. 

 

➢ International Law 

In this unit students investigate the origin, institutions, and processes of international law. They 

examine how it might be enforced in the context of global treaties and an anarchic international 

system. Students investigate the impact of international law at global, national, and local levels. 

They consider the relevance of international law to ordinary people and the challenges they are 

faced with accessing international law. Students evaluate case studies of contemporary 

international legal processes for their fairness and efficacy, including insecurity caused by 

corruption, autocracy, climate change and conflict. 

 

Assessment: 

Assessment will be conducted using the criteria outlined in the BSSS HASS Course Framework. 

Continuous assessment occurs throughout each unit with a wide variety of techniques being 

employed.  Assessment instruments may include: 

➢ Research assignment 

➢ Written report or essay 

➢ Examination 

➢ Case study 

➢ Digital or oral presentation   
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LANGUAGES 

 

 

In Years 11 and 12, the Language Department offers courses in: Continuing and Advanced French, 

Continuing Italian and Continuing Japanese. If you have enjoyed your study of a second language up 

to Year 10, you should seriously consider the benefits of maintaining your language study, especially 

in view of the globalisation of our economy, being a good global citizen and having an international 

mind-set.  

 

Students enrolling in a BSSS Language course are required to complete a BSSS Language Eligibility 

Form. Enrolment criteria is designed to assess the degree to which a student has had previous 

experience in, and exposure to, the language they wish to study. This determines the correct level of 

study for each student: Continuing or Advanced. 

The BSSS requires the College to place students in a course based on hours of experience, not on 

student performance.  

There are three criteria against which an application for enrolment will be assessed:  

➢ education 

➢ residency and/or time spent in-country  

➢ use of the language outside the classroom 

 

Continued study of a second language will widen your cultural horizons, broaden your cognitive and 

problem-solving capabilities, whilst also enhancing your creativity and critical thinking.  
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Please note that several universities give special consideration to students who have studied a 

language to Year 12 level.  

 

Should you wish to study German or Latin, R Courses in Beginning German and Beginning Latin are 

offered in Years 11 and 12 as co-curricular units. 
 

Units:  

➢ The Individual 

➢ Society and Community 

➢ The Changing World 

➢ Diverse Perspectives 

➢ Negotiated Study 

 

Assessment: 

Students will be assessed across a range of tasks that focus on the three learning areas, which 

form the basis of the Languages Framework.  Knowledge, Understanding and Skills 
 

Assessment Task Types: 
 

Inquiry based tasks 40% In class tasks 60% 

Preparation may be collaborative or 

individual, and production may be 

interactive, the assessment is based on 

individual production. Examples: 

• Blog/Vlog 

• Debate 

• Interview 

• Report 

• Seminar 

• News website 

• Responding to multimodal texts using 

different outputs, including a changed 

context/audience/purpose  

(e.g. analytical, creative, persuasive) 

• Multimodal text with intercultural 

questions 

• Tutorial 

Individual spontaneous production of 

language in response to an unseen  

stimulus / questions. Examples: 

• Oral interview 

• Sustained writing 

• Responding to multimodal texts using 

different outputs, including a changed 

context/audience/purpose  

(e.g. analytical, creative, persuasive) 
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Assessment will be continuous, and class activities will involve: 

➢ Role-plays, discussions, debates and interviews 

➢ Creative writing e-mails, blogs, vlogs, articles and reviews 

➢ Use of the Internet, IT learning sites and learning objects, PowerPoints, films, television 

programmes, foreign language newspapers, magazines, novels, poems and songs 

➢ Tests and semester examinations, all of which will be supported by ongoing formative classwork 

and homework 

 

CONTINUING AND ADVANCED FRENCH 

Course type:  T  

 

Pre-requisites: GPA 3.0 in Year 9 and 10 French 

 

Aims: 

At the conclusion of a major in this course, you will have acquired communication skills in French that 

enable you to widen your network of relations with French speakers, to have direct access to 

information in French and to use French for study, vocational and leisure-based purposes.  You will 

have developed an understanding of the culture of the communities that speak the French language, 

which you can use as a basis for informed comparison with other cultures.  You will develop a 

heightened awareness of the role and nature of language and of culture in everyday life and the 

diversity of our world.  The study of a modern foreign language will also increase your understanding 

of how to learn another language in the future. Learning a language will give you an invaluable life 

skill. 

 

Units:  

Two units comprise a minor, and four units comprise a major. The unit titles are: 

➢ The Individual – Personal identity and relationships / My family, my home and its surroundings /  

Leisure activities / Social media and Youth issues / and future plans / School life, education and 

future plans 

➢ Society and Community – Travel and Tourism / Cultural Perspectives – Cooking / Historical 

Perspectives 

➢ The Changing World – Social Issues / Poverty and the Homeless/ Immigration and Racism  

➢ Diverse Perspectives – The impact of French culture around the world in the impact of - in the 

Arts – Film / Music / Art / Literature 

 

Content: 

In this course, you will learn French by participating in activities in which you are required to use the 

language for purposes of communication. Each semester of study will focus on themes such as: 
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➢ The Individual 

Students learn about how relationships and personal experiences shape identity. Students 

explore ways of belonging and reflect upon their own expression of identity through the target 

language. 

 

Personal World – Family, home, its surroundings, leisure activities, and future plans. 

• Explore one’s sense of self-identity, personal values, opinions, ideas and relationships with 

others. Discuss and write about the experiences of young people, including youth issues and 

social media. 

• Explore and discuss gender equity.  

• Examine how French teens manipulate their language for self-expression. Explore how 

identity and belonging are constructed through cultural, intercultural and intracultural 

knowledge. 

 

Education 

• Discuss and write about school life. Compare and contrast the French educational experience 

with our own. Discuss post school options and career aspirations. 

 

➢ Society and Community 

Students learn how different language communities are organized. They learn through the target 

language how to engage in diverse cultural practices and consider these in relation to their own. 

Students explore how to participate in society and the community. 

 

Travel and Tourism in France and francophone countries 

• Research, plan, describe and assess travel in a French-speaking country. 

 

Cooking in France and francophone countries 

• Explore how the French language reflects a country’s unique character (terroir, patrimoine). 

 

Historical perspectives 

• Demonstrate knowledge of France and other French-speaking countries, including emerging 

economies. Demonstrate how French culture and History create a national and personal 

identity. Discover what clichés reveal about the world’s view of French society, its history, 

etiquette and traditions. 

 

➢ The Changing World 

Students learn how values and culture/s shape an understanding of, and interaction with issues 

that impact our world. Students explore, through the target language, challenges and opportunities 

to share responsibilities. 
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Social Issues 

• Investigate how French-speakers respond to issues relating to drug and alcohol abuse, 

poverty and the homeless in France.  

• Compare and contrast these issues with those in Australia.  

 

Immigration and Racism 

• Research, discuss and analyse post-war migration trends and their impact on France and 

French society. 

• Compare these with migrant groups in Australia.  Compare and contrast migration policy in 

France and Australia.  

• Discuss stereotyping and racism. 

 

➢ Diverse Perspectives 

Students learn how culture and language are expressed and appreciated in diverse mediums to 

communicate, sustain and challenge thinking, behaviour and systems. Students examine and 

demonstrate an awareness of perspectives. They explore, through the target language, a diversity 

of cultural expression in the arts and sciences. 

 

Arts and Entertainment 

• Critically analyse a variety of texts that explore diverse perspectives that sustain and/or 

challenge thinking, behaviour and systems such as literary, visual and the performing arts. 

Explore French Art in Australia. Listen to and comment on popular French music and films. 

 

CONTINUING ITALIAN 

Course type:  T  
 

Pre-requisites: GPA 3.0 in Years 9 and 10 Italian 
 

Aims: 

At the conclusion of a major in this course, you will have acquired communication skills in Italian that 

enable you to widen your network of relations with Italian speakers, to have direct access to 

information in Italian and to use Italian for study and vocational and leisure-based purposes.  You will 

have developed an understanding of Italy, its language and culture that you can use as a basis for 

informed comparison with other cultures.  You will develop a heightened awareness of the role and 

nature of language and of culture in everyday life and the diversity of our world.  The study of a modern 

foreign language will also increase your understanding of how to learn another language in the future. 

Learning a language will give you an invaluable life skill. 
 

Units:  

Two units comprise a minor, and four units comprise a major. The unit titles are: 

➢ The Individual – Personal World / My family, my home and its surroundings, leisure activities and 

future plans / Education and school life 

➢ Society and Community – Travel and Tourism / Sport and Health / Historical Perspectives  
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➢ The Changing World – Environmental Issues / Migration 

➢ Diverse Perspectives – The impact of Italian culture around the world including Art / Film and 

Entertainment / Food and Festivals 
 

Content: 

In this course, you will learn Italian by participating in activities in which you are required to use the 

language for purposes of communication. Each semester of study will focus on themes such as: 
 

The Individual 

Students learn about how relationships and personal experiences shape identity. Students 

explore ways of belonging and reflect upon their own expression of identity through the target 

language. 

 

Personal World – Family, home, its surroundings, leisure activities, and future plans.  

• Explore one’s sense of self identity, personal values, opinions, ideas and relationships with 

others.  

• Explore and discuss gender equity.  

• Explore how identity and belonging are constructed through cultural, intercultural and 

intracultural knowledge and perspectives. 
 

Education 

• Discuss and write about school life, including adolescent issues and peer pressure. 

• Compare and contrast the Italian and Australian educational experience with our own.  

• Discuss post school options and career aspirations. 
 

➢ Society and Community 

Students learn how different language communities are organized. They learn through the target 

language how to engage in diverse cultural practices and consider these in relation to their own. 

Students explore how to participate in society and the community. 
 

Travel and Tourism in Italy 

• Research, plan, describe and assess travel in Italy. 
 

Sport and Health 

• Explore how Italian sport reflects the country’s unique character. 
 

Historical perspectives 

• Demonstrate how Italian culture and History create a national and personal identity.  
 

➢ The Changing World 

Students learn how values and culture/s shape an understanding of, and interaction with issues 

that impact our world. Students explore, through the target language, challenges and opportunities 

to share responsibilities. 
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Environmental issues 

• Discuss a range of environmental issues in Italy and compare and contrast the response in 

Italy to that in Australia. 
 

Migration 

• Research post war migration from and into Italy and explore the impact of Italian migration in 

Australia. 
 

➢ Diverse Perspectives 

Students learn how culture and language are expressed and appreciated in diverse mediums to 

communicate, sustain and challenge thinking, behaviour and systems. Students examine and 

demonstrate an awareness of perspectives. They explore, through the target language, a diversity 

of cultural expressions in the Arts and Sciences. 

 

Arts and Entertainment 

• Critically analyse a variety of texts that explore diverse perspectives that sustain and/or 

challenge thinking, behaviour and systems, such as literary, visual and the performing arts.  

• Explore Italian Art in Australia.  

• Listen to and comment on popular Italian music and films. 

 

Food and Festivals 

• Research Italian regional cooking, bar and café culture.  

• Compare and contrast Italian and Australian eating habits.  

• Analyse the impact of imported Italian produce and its contribution to Australian cuisine.  

• Research Italian food as part of festivals.  

• Research Italian festivals and comment on their relevance today.  

 

CONTINUING JAPANESE 

Course type:  T  

 

Pre-requisites: GPA 3.0 in Years 9 and 10 Japanese 

 

Aims: 

At the conclusion of a major in this course, you will have acquired communication skills in Japanese 

that enable you to widen your network of relations with Japanese speakers, to have direct access to 

information in Japanese and to use Japanese for study and vocational and leisure-based purposes.  

You will have developed an understanding of Japan, its language and culture.  You will develop a 

heightened awareness of the role and nature of language and of culture in everyday life and the 

diversity of our world.  The study of a modern foreign language will also increase your understanding 

of how to learn any language in the future. Learning a language will give you an invaluable life skill.  
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Units:  

Two units comprise a minor, and four units comprise a major. The unit titles are: 

➢ The Individual -   Personal Identity / Youth / Health and Fitness  

➢ Society and Community – Travelling in Japan and Living in Japan 

➢ The Changing World - Environmental and Social Issues - Youth 

➢ Diverse Perspectives – The impact of Japanese culture around the world in - The Arts –

Traditional art, Manga, Anime and technology 

 
Content: 

➢ The Individual 

Students learn about how relationships and personal experiences shape identity. Students 

explore ways of belonging and reflect upon their own expression of identity through the target 

language. 
 

Personal Identity 

• Personal history, hobbies and interests. Reporting on an area of special interest. 

• Initiate and sustain interactions to share experiences, personal opinions, hobbies, aspirations 

and to discuss the experiences of young people. 
 

Youth and School life 

• Differences between Australian and Japanese schools, behaviour, club activities, uniform, 

study habits and the school year.  

• Popular culture and leisure activities as well as changes in technology and social media. 
 

Health and Fitness 

• Visiting the doctor.  

• Asking for and giving personal advice.  

• Investigate and analyse.  

• Healthy and unhealthy lifestyles.  

• Joining a health club. 
 

➢ Society and Community 

Students learn how different language communities are organized. They learn through the target 

language how to engage in diverse cultural practices and consider these in relation to their own. 

Students explore how to participate in society and the community. 
 

Travelling in Japan.  

• Tourist information and regions in Japan.  

• Finding and booking accommodation.  

• Local attractions and regional specialities.  

• Investigate and reflect on Japanese lifestyles, society and community.  

• The concept of ⅔╙≡⌂⇔ 

 

Living in Japan 
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• Finding a place to live.  

• Housing in Japan - Comparing city and rural lifestyles.  

• Reflecting on the Japanese lifestyle and customs. 

 

➢ The Changing World 

Students learn how values and culture/s shape an understanding of, and interaction with issues 

that impact our world. Students explore, through the target language, challenges and opportunities 

to share responsibilities. 
 

Environmental Issues 

• Investigate and compare how Japanese people respond to the changes in environmental 

issues such as rubbish disposal, water scarcity, climate change and global warming and 

Energy. How are these issues affecting our world and how are they managed in Australia and 

Japan? 
 

Youth and Social Issues 

• Investigate and compare how Japanese people respond to the changing world of Youth and 

Society. 

• Pressures on Japanese youth, issues of bullying and Hikikomori.  
 

➢ Diverse Perspectives 

Students learn how culture and language are expressed and appreciated in diverse mediums to 

communicate, sustain and challenge thinking, behaviour and systems. Students examine and 

demonstrate an awareness of perspectives. They explore, through the target language, a diversity 

of cultural expressions in the arts and sciences. 

 

The Japanese Aesthetic and Japanese culture around the world and cultures that have influenced 

Japanese food and the Arts 

• How have Japanese language and culture influenced the daily life of other cultures around the 

world? 

• How tradition can be part of the modern world and how some traditions have developed over 

time. 

• How can tradition be both the cause and solution to modern issues both in Japan and 

overseas? 

• How are tensions between tradition and modernity evidenced and resolved? 

• Discuss significant events for Japanese and Australian students in their final year of school 

study. 

 

The Arts- From Folktales to Manga and Anime 

• Critically analyse a variety of texts that explore diverse perspectives that sustain and/or 

challenge thinking, behaviour, and systems, such as literary, visual and the performing arts.  

• Japanese folktales and storying telling through to manga, anime, and movies. 
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DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES 

At Marist College Canberra, Digital Technologies subjects equip students to become critical thinkers, 

problem solvers, and ethical creators of digital Information Technology solutions. The Software 

Development subject area teaches, facilitates, and encourages students to engage with real-world 

challenges, designing and developing innovative products, prototypes, or systems that can improve 

or transform current processes. Students apply computational thinking and the design process to 

develop, test, and evaluate digital products and solutions. They explore programming, data modelling, 

algorithm design, and decision-making based on evidence, while learning to communicate ideas from 

ideation to implementation. 

 

A key component of the subject area is Networking and Security, where students investigate how 

modern networked systems connect and design and configure distributed and local networks. They 

explore core technologies such as routers, switches, and embedded devices, and consider the 

security and privacy implications of data transmission and storage. Both technical solutions and 

ethical perspectives are examined. 

 

Collaboration, project management, and stakeholder engagement are essential to the course, as 

students explore a range of digital tools and platforms.  

 

These courses prepare them for further study or careers in IT, including roles in programming, 

cybersecurity, systems administration, robotics, and web and game development. 

Digital Technologies at Marist fosters curiosity, capability, and a deep understanding of how digital 

systems shape our world. 

 

It is highly recommended that students undertaking this course bring and use a Windows based 

laptop.  Often the peculiarities of the underlying hardware and operating system environment cause 

issues due to platform and application incompatibilities which can severely disadvantage the student. 

 

Courses: 

➢ Digital Technologies 

➢ Network and Security  
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DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES 

 

Course Type:  T and A 
 

Prerequisites:   It is advantageous for students to have studied a computing subject in Year 9 

and/or Year 10. This is not necessary however as the first unit will begin without 

any prior assumed knowledge. 

Aims: 

Digital Technologies transform the way we communicate, learn, collaborate and work within our world. 

Students create new ways of doing things, generating their own ideas and creating digital solutions 

to problems of individual, community and global interest. They learn about computational thinking and 

the application of the design process to create and develop digital solutions using a variety of digital 

technologies. 
 

Units:  

➢ Digital Assets 

➢ Digital Applications 

➢ Digital Solutions 

➢ Structured Project 

 

Content: 

➢ Digital Assets  

The focus of this unit is on developing the students’ understanding of digital assets. Digital assets 

function as the building blocks of larger systems and could be as small as a simple programming 

function, a 3D model or as large as a webpage or a 3D environment. Students develop the skills 

necessary to effectively design and develop digital assets for more complex data-driven systems. 

They interpret and create their own digital assets for a range of purposes and audiences. Students 

analyse discrete components of existing processes and products in order examine how they 

function within a system. They can then use this understanding to re-design and develop assets. 

 

➢ Digital Applications  

The focus of this unit is on managing and understanding the complexity of a data-driven system 

by examining the individual components involved in its operation and the interconnectedness of 

those components. Students develop the skills and knowledge required to analyse and examine 

existing applications. Applications could be as simple as a static website or as complex as a 

distributed learning and management platform. They design and build their own applications to 

further their understanding of the interconnected nature of various digital assets. 
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➢ Digital Solutions  

The focus of this unit is creating appropriate data-driven solutions to authentic problems, and on 

developing students’ understanding, and application, of a design process. Students develop the 

skills and knowledge required to analyse and examine existing solutions to known problems and 

produce their own solutions to existing problems. They focus on understanding how to choose 

and apply a design process to create a relevant solution for a client’s needs. 

 

➢ Structured Project 

The focus of this unit is on developing students’ ability to conceive, define, analyse, develop, and 

publish a data-driven project. Students develop and refine their design skills and knowledge to 

create and develop a project using a clearly defined structure in an authentic context. They focus 

on effectively applying a design process to inform and develop their project. 

 

Assessment Criteria: 

Students will be assessed on the degree to which they demonstrate Knowledge, Understanding, and 

Skills. 

 

 

NETWORK AND SECURITY 

 

Course Type:  T, A and V - ICT30120 Certificate III in Information Technology 
 

Prerequisites:  It is advantageous for students to have studied a computing subject in Year 9 

and/or Year 10. This is not necessary however as the first unit will begin without 

any prior assumed knowledge. 

 

Aims: 

Networking and Security focuses on network technologies and architecture, and the devices, media 

and services and operations in different types of networks. Students learn how networks facilitate 

device to device communication through an exploration of core networking technologies and their 

configuration. The security of data and the implications of networked systems for data privacy are 

considered from many perspectives, including the technical implementation of secure protocols and 

the ethical challenges associated with providing encrypted communications and storage for all users. 
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Units: 

➢ Networking and Cybersecurity 

➢ Network Administration and Security 

➢ Designing and Securing Enterprise Networks 

➢ Cloud and Distributed Systems 

 

Content: 

➢ Networking and Cybersecurity 

In this unit, students learn about networking application and host-based technologies and cyber 

security. They explore network traffic, flow, access, use, limitations, and vulnerabilities. The unit 

has a focus on developing skills including problem solving, communication, time management and 

teamwork. Students create design solutions for network traffic scenarios and application. 

 

➢ Network Administration and Security 

In this unit, students learn designing and administering networks, applications and hosts. They 

explore the process of designing a network, administering a network, securing a network and 

mitigating network vulnerabilities. This unit focuses on combining networking equipment and end 

devices. Students create design solutions for network set up and administration. 

 

➢ Designing and Securing Enterprise Networks 

In this unit, students learn to scale network and application design. They explore features of 

complex networks and applications, and the technologies used to improve operations and 

functions. This unit has a focus on developing skills in problem solving and applying efficiencies 

to monitor and maintain network infrastructure. Students create large scale network infrastructure. 

 

➢ Cloud and Distributed Systems 

In this unit, students learn about cloud and distributed systems. They explore distributed 

technologies, location of corporate data, security and implications for users and service providers. 

Students create simulated environments to setup and develop cloud and distributed system 

architectures. 

 

Assessment Criteria: 

Students will be assessed on the degree to which they demonstrate Knowledge, Understanding, and 

Skills. 
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TECHNOLOGY AND APPLIED STUDIES 

The use of design and technology underpins every form of creation, from objects to how we plan and 

execute our lives. The following Technology and Applied Studies courses allow students to utilise the 

design process to integrate creative and technical requirements to develop concepts and solutions. 

 

The Technology and Applied Studies department offers a variety of tertiary, accredited and vocational 

courses to cater for a vast array of career pathways and advanced study in the design, manufacturing, 

engineering, project management, and construction industries. 

 

Courses: 

➢ Engineering Studies 

➢ Design and Emerging Technologies 

➢ Construction Pathways 

➢ Furniture Making Pathways 

 

ENGINEERING STUDIES 

 
Course type:  T  

 

Pre-requisite: GPA 3.5 or higher in Mathematics 

 

Aims:  

Engineering Studies introduce students to engineering principles and systems based on solving real-

world problems. Students apply engineering processes, understand underpinning scientific and 

mathematical principles, develop engineering technology skills and explore the interrelationships 

between engineering and society. They rely strongly on their creativity and problem-solving to turn 

ideas into reality and to develop solutions to problems. 

 

Engineering Studies allow students to understand the consumer’s influence and equip students with 

the skills and knowledge to contribute to the future of societies and the environment positively. The 

course stresses the importance of being socially responsible and conscious of global community 

issues that may impact the environment and sustainable management of resources. The course 

focuses on understanding the engineering design process, developing products, and devising  
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systems, components or processes that meet human needs. Students are required to undertake a 

variety of engineering design challenges, which include activities such as testing of materials, 

formulation of problems, analysis of engineering solutions, modelling solutions and prototyping. 
 

This course will provide an excellent grounding for students who wish to pursue a career in the field 

of Engineering, Architecture, Industrial (Product) Design, or other technology-based careers, such as 

Building and Construction at managerial levels. 
 

Units: 

➢ Unit 1: Engineering Systems: Mechatronics  

➢ Unit 2: Engineering: Processes and Concepts  

➢ Unit 3: Applied Engineering 

➢ Unit 4: Emerging Challenges and Innovation 

➢ Unit 5: Negotiated Study 
 

Content: 

➢ Engineering Systems: Mechatronics 

In this unit, students learn about engineering systems and how components operate and interact. 

They explore user needs, including user needs analysis and requirements, and breaking design 

problems and solutions into smaller parts. Students create design solutions using scientific 

concepts, mathematical tools and computer-based simulations. 
 

➢ Engineering: Processes and Concepts 

In this unit, students learn about engineering design processes and concepts and how they are 

used to develop and optimise solutions to problems. They explore and investigate existing 

products, resistant materials, and components in response to a design brief. Students will design 

and create working models or prototypes of their solutions. 
 

➢ Applied Engineering 

In this unit, students learn how engineering design processes are applied to solve existing 

problems. They explore real-world problems of increasing complexity requiring project-based 

solutions. Students use guidelines and a context to apply knowledge of the engineering process 

and theory to develop and respond to design briefs. 
 

➢ Emerging Challenges and Innovation 

In this unit, students learn about emerging societal, global, and environmental challenges and the 

potential for innovative engineering and emerging technological solutions. They explore and 

research global challenges. Students develop novel engineering solutions. 
 

➢ Negotiated Study 

In this unit, students study an area of special interest to be decided upon by a class, group(s), or 

an individual student in consultation with the teacher. The learning program for a Negotiated Study 

unit must meet all the content descriptions in the unit. 
 

Assessment: 

Students will be assessed on the degree to which they demonstrate Knowledge, Understanding, 

and Skills. 
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DESIGN AND EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES 

 
Course type:  T or A 
 

Pre-requisites: There are no pre-requisites; however, it may be advantageous for students to 

have completed an elective course such as Design and Metal Technology, 

Design and Wood Technology, Robotics and Electronics Technology or Design 

and Innovation 
 
Aims: 

Design and technology influence all aspects of our constructed world and the products people use for 

purpose and pleasure. 

 

Design is critical in determining our future as it influences all areas of society, culture, and the 

environment. The study of Design and Emerging Technologies allows us to understand our influence 

as users and consumers. It can equip students with the skills and knowledge to positively contribute 

to the future of societies and the environments in which we live. 

 

This course will be suitable for students who wish to engage in a period of study that encourages 

autonomy, personal organisation, collaboration, and project management and promotes problem-

solving processes. It is a course that aims to prepare students for careers in the technology and 

design fields, such as the building and technical service professions, as well as other specialised 

design and technology-related disciplines, for example, Industrial Design, Interior Architecture, 

Landscape Architecture, Architecture, Environmental Science, Manufacturing Industries, Engineering 

and Education. 

 

Through the study of Design and Emerging Technologies, students can research, analyse, and 

evaluate existing ideas, products, processes, and solutions to problems.  Students will learn to 

generate imaginative and creative solutions of their own.  They will communicate their ideas within 

the parameters and requirements of design-based tasks while gaining and applying knowledge of 

design, manufacture, and safety industry standards.  Students will learn to use technology to test and 

evaluate their products, systems and solutions and identify and articulate different areas of 

improvement and development. 
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Units: 

➢ Unit 1: Design Processes 

➢ Unit 2: Product Design 

➢ Unit 3: Design for Manufacturing 

➢ Unit 4: Innovation and Design 

➢ Unit 5: Negotiated Study 
 

Content: 

➢ Design Processes 

A design process is a central framework designers use to create innovative ideas and solutions. 

This unit allows students to apply a staged design process to develop solutions. They will apply 

design thinking in a focus area, such as creating products, systems, or environments.  Student 

skills and understanding are developed using the design process to define needs or opportunities, 

collect information, develop ideas, analyse, plan, produce and evaluate final solutions. 
 

➢ Product Design 

Designers play a vital role in shaping how we live through the design of the products surrounding 

us. This unit allows students to develop a user-centred product while considering designers' 

social, ethical, and environmental responsibilities. It provides opportunities for creative thinking, 

the development of technical knowledge and understanding design opportunities brought about 

by technological change. 
 

➢ Design for Manufacturing 

Design for manufacture explores how design solutions are produced using existing and emerging 

technologies. This unit focuses on production processes, prototyping, manufacturing, the 

economy of scale, material properties and emerging technologies. This unit allows students to 

design, make and evaluate design solutions using various materials, technologies, and production 

processes.  
 

➢ Innovation and Design 

Authentic innovation in design can be achieved by combining process thinking with new ideas and 

existing and emerging technology. This unit allows students to explore an area of futuristic design 

concepts within the focus areas of systems, product, or environment design. Students will use 

their understanding of the design process; technical knowledge; social, ethical, and environmental 

responsibilities to create, test and evaluate this design solution. 
 

➢ Negotiated Study 

In this unit, students will study an area of particular interest within Design and Emerging 

Technologies to be decided upon by a class, group(s), or an individual student in consultation with 

the teacher. The learning program for a Negotiated Study unit must meet all the content 

descriptions in the unit. 
 

Assessment Criteria: 

Students will be assessed on the degree to which they demonstrate Knowledge, Understanding, and 

Skills.  
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CONSTRUCTION PATHWAYS 

 

Course type: A and V - CPC20220 Certificate II in Construction Pathways Supporting 

Qualifications from Construction, Plumbing and Services Training Package 
 

Pre-requisites: None, but a good level of technology-based practical skills and a willingness to 

show responsibility, initiative and awareness of Workplace Health and Safety 

standards in workshops and building sites is highly encouraged. 

Aims: 

Construction Pathways focuses on the construction processes and industry practices required to 

create, maintain, and repair the built environment in an increasingly technological and complex world. 

Students develop knowledge, understanding and skills associated with traditional and contemporary 

tools and materials used by the Australian building and construction industry to create structures. 

They examine the construction industry’s challenges in adapting to new technology, building systems, 

products and practices and explore future options. 

 

Key concepts and ideas in Construction Pathways include the nature of building and construction 

enterprises and occupations, safety, personal and interpersonal skills in building and construction 

workplaces, standard industry processes and practices, innovation and future trends in construction, 

and the sustainability of construction processes. The course allows one to explore various 

occupations across the construction industry. 

 

Through both individual and collaborative learning experiences, students learn to meet employer 

expectations and establish productive and appropriate work habits. Participating in construction 

projects promotes the development of adaptable, competent, self-motivated individuals who consider 

safety and work collaboratively with colleagues to solve problems and complete practical work 

according to the client brief. 

 

Students develop transferable skills relevant to various domestic and commercial applications and 

future employment opportunities by undertaking construction projects. They understand industry 

practices, interpret specifications, including information and drawings, safely demonstrate 

fundamental construction skills and apply skills and procedures with tools and equipment, and know 

how to approach new tools and processes safely. Students build skills in communicating orally and in 
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written and graphical modes. They organise, calculate, and plan construction processes and evaluate 

the structures they create using predefined specifications. 

 

The course provides opportunities to complete VET qualifications or a Statement of Attainment from 

the Construction, Plumbing and Services Training Package (CPC). Students may elect to develop 

relevant technical, vocational, and interpersonal competencies suitable for employment and further 

training in the construction industry. It also provides for developing employability skills such as 

communication and teamwork, which are transferable to other industry areas. Through studying this 

subject, students will gain experiences that can be applied in various contexts, including work, study 

and recreation, that will assist them in making informed choices. 

 

Requirements:  

➢ CPC20220 Certificate II in Construction Pathways 

To achieve this qualification, students must complete 10 units of competency: 

• 5 core units plus 

• 5 elective units 

 

In addition: Students will complete the National WHS White Card and Asbestos and Silica 

Awareness and Safety training as a legislative requirement.  

 

Units: 

Over a 2-year period, the competencies for Certificate II in Construction Pathways will be delivered in 

the following Semester Units: 

 

Year 11 

➢ Semester 1 – Industry Practices  

➢ Semester 2 – Construction Processes 

 

Year 12 

➢ Semester 1 – Innovations in Construction 

➢ Semester 2 – Construction Project 

 

Content: 

➢ Industry Practices 

In this unit, students investigate industry practices in construction used in residential and 

commercial contexts. They examine and implement the methods used to manage construction 

enterprises, workplace health and safety, employee personal and interpersonal skills, and 

customer expectations to change raw materials into structures safely. Students demonstrate Work 

Health and Safety practices in handling equipment and materials and working with others. 

 

➢ Construction Processes 

This unit focuses on construction processes that combine construction skills and procedures to 

safely construct buildings and other structures to specifications using tools, digital tools, 

equipment, and materials. Students interpret plans and specifications using accurate 
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measurements and calculations. They develop skills in selecting and using materials, equipment, 

and techniques to undertake construction projects. Students develop collaboration, 

communication, and reflection skills by working individually and with others to plan and complete 

tasks. 
 

➢ Innovations in Construction 

In this unit, students consider a range of emerging and future approaches to materials, techniques, 

and processes in construction locally, nationally, and globally. They consider social, 

environmental, and technological reasons for adopting innovative construction processes and 

materials. Students gain an understanding of a range of emerging and creative methods to solve 

problems in these construction contexts. They examine the safety, sustainability and ethical 

considerations raised by emerging and future construction settings. 
 

➢ Construction Project 

Students demonstrate and document industry practices and construction processes to create 

projects to specifications. Students apply a range of cognitive, communication, collaboration, 

technical and practical skills in their project. They apply knowledge, skills and understanding of 

industry practices and construction processes to solve problems and find solutions in their 

projects. To complete projects, students are given specifications, including drawings and technical 

information. 
 

Assessment Criteria: 

Students will be assessed on the degree to which they demonstrate: 

➢ Industry-specific skills 

➢ Understanding and application of knowledge 

➢ Understanding and use of Occupation Health and Safety procedures 

➢ Communication skills  
 

Competency-Based Assessment: 

Competence assessment focuses on the competency standards and the associated elements 

identified in the Training Package.  Teachers have developed assessment strategies to obtain 

sufficient evidence to deem students competent.  This evidence will be gathered over several 

assessment items.  Competence to industry standards requires a student to demonstrate relevant 

skills and knowledge in various industry contexts repeatedly.  
 

The assessment has been designed to collect evidence against the four dimensions of competency. 

➢ Task skills – undertaking specific workplace task(s) 

➢ Task management skills – managing several different tasks to complete a whole work activity 

➢ Contingency management skills – responding to problems and irregularities when undertaking 

a work activity, such as breakdowns, changes in routine, unexpected or atypical results, 

demanding or dissatisfied clients 

➢ Job/role environment skills – dealing with the responsibilities and expectations of the work 

environment when undertaking a work activity, such as working with others, interacting with clients 
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and suppliers, complying with standard operating procedures, or observing enterprise policy and 

procedures.  

 

Assessment tasks could include the following: 

 

Practical Theory 

• Practical test 

• Individual project 

• Group project 

• Problem-solving 

• Workplace Health and Safety 

 

• Folio 

• Written test 

• Assignment 

• Research project 

• Cooperative tasks 

• Planning tasks 

• Problem-solving 

• Risk assessments 

• Presentations 

 

FURNITURE MAKING PATHWAYS 

 

Course Type: A and V - MSF20522 Certificate II in Furniture Making 

 

Pre-requisites: Although there are no prerequisites for this course, it is recommended that 

students opting for this course have studied Design and Wood Technology or 

Design and Metal Technology in either Year 9 or Year 10. 

 
Aims:   

Furniture Making Pathways develops the knowledge, understanding and skills that underpin the 

furniture-making and cabinet-making industry. Students investigate the processes and practices 

required in producing furniture and cabinets, utilising existing and new technologies best to place 

them for future opportunities within the industry. Key concepts and ideas in the Furniture Making 

Pathways course include the purpose of furniture and cabinet-making businesses, occupations, future 

directions, and trends. Industry practices and processes for various purposes are explored and 

applied across a range of applications and simulations and, as such, allow for investigation in a 

diverse range of occupations. 
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Through both individual and collaborative learning experiences, students learn to meet expectations 

and establish productive and appropriate work habits. Participating in industry-specific tasks promotes 

the development of adaptable, competent, self-motivated individuals who consider safety and work 

collaboratively with colleagues. Students develop skills in communicating orally and in written and 

graphical modes. They learn about industry practices and participate in essential processes, including 

developing plans, applying specifications, communicating for purpose, calculating, and using 

specialised machinery and tools. They reflect on their own and others’ practices to meet desired 

outcomes and evaluate learning to make improvements. Students plan, select, and organise materials 

to achieve desired furniture and cabinet-making outcomes when designing and producing projects, 

considering sustainable practices and environmental considerations. They develop relevant technical, 

vocational, and interpersonal capabilities suitable for employment and further training in the furniture 

and cabinet-making industry. 

 

This course provides opportunities for developing employability skills such as communication and 

teamwork, which are transferable to other industry areas. Undertaking Furniture Making Pathways 

develops transferable skills relevant to further education and employment. Furniture Making Pathways 

provides qualifications or a Statement of Attainment from the Furnishing Training Package. 

 

This course should enable students to: 

➢ Analyse industry practices, processes, and procedures 

➢ Analyse technical information and specifications 

➢ Understand materials and equipment 

➢ Demonstrate industry-specific literacy and numeracy skills 

➢ Solve problems and use industry-specific terminology 

➢ Organise resources and materials to create quality products and services 

➢ Work independently and collaboratively following WHS principles and industry standards 

➢ Communicate in a range of modes and mediums 

 

Requirements:   

➢ MSF20522 - Certificate II in Furniture Making Pathways 

 To achieve this qualification, 12 units of competency must be completed by students.  

• 5 core units, plus 

• 7 elective units 

 

In addition: Students will complete the national WHS White Card and Asbestos Awareness 

training as a legislative requirement.  

 

Units: 

Over a 2-year period, the competencies for Certificate II in Furniture Making Pathways will be 

delivered in the following Semester Units: 
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Year 11 

➢ Semester 1 – Tools and Components 

➢ Semester 2 - Furniture Making 

 

Year 12 

➢ Semester 1 - Furniture Production 

➢ Semester 2 – Materials and Design or Negotiated Study 

 

Content: 

➢ Tools and Components 

Students explore the potential and practical limits of traditional and emerging tools and 

components used in the furniture-making industry. They analyse the successes and failures of 

products and processes developed to fabricate products using those tools. Students develop an 

understanding of the setup of tools, tool use, maintenance and applications considering safe 

practice and WHS. They investigate a variety of furniture-making tools and components used in 

commercial industry applications and apply them to chosen purposes. Students apply various 

skills in using furniture-making tools, components, and machinery in producing a project adhering 

to WHS practices and procedures. 

 

➢ Furniture Making 

Students design and plan for furniture making. They investigate and explore traditional and 

modern furniture design and assembly techniques, including their associated environmental and 

sustainability considerations. Students analyse plans and procedures to ensure the efficient 

production of furniture. They develop skills and knowledge in the planning and production of 

furniture products. Students explore and utilise technology for design purposes and generate 

plans and schematics using technical drawing applications with measurements to assist 

construction. They apply furniture production skills and knowledge in completing and evaluating 

a furniture project with adherence to WHS practices and procedures. 

 

➢ Furniture Production 

Students explore the knowledge and skills required to develop and implement a furniture 

production system collaboratively. They investigate furniture production system roles and careers 

and plan for their opportunities within the industry. Students analyse the impact of external 

stakeholders and internal production roles contributing to a furniture project's design, planning, 

and production. They examine and solve problems typically experienced in these roles, reflecting 

on their contributions to final products. Students apply communication skills specific to a variety 

of production system roles. 
 

➢ Materials and Design 

Students investigate various traditional and modern materials used in the furniture-making 

industry for different purposes. Students develop knowledge regarding material properties and 

finishing techniques, including their benefits, preparation, and environmental considerations, 
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evaluating these for use. They analyse the advantages of different materials in making quality 

furniture. Students apply their knowledge of various materials and finishing techniques to a project 

using appropriate industry practices, with adherence to WHS. 

 

➢ Independent Study 

An Independent Study unit has an important place in senior secondary courses. It is a valuable 

pedagogical approach that empowers students to decide about their learning. An individual 

student can propose an Independent Study unit for their own independent study and negotiate 

with their teacher. The program of learning for an Independent Study unit must meet the unit goals 

and content descriptions as they appear in the course. 

 
Assessment: 

Students will be assessed on the degree to which they demonstrate Knowledge, Understanding, and 

Skills. 

 

Assessment tasks could include the following: 

 

TASK TYPE 

Theory Practical 

• Test 

• Folio 

• Assignment 

• Research project 

• Cooperative task 

• Planning tasks 

• Risk assessments 

• Presentations 

• Technical information  

• Drawings 

• Demonstration 

• Individual project/activity 

• Group project 

• Continuous observation (eg: skills, WH&S) 

• Folio 

• Test 

• Presentations 

• Online collaboration/discussion forum 
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METAL PRODUCTS 

 

Course Type: A 

 

Pre-requisites: There are no pre-requisites; however, it may be advantageous for students to 

have completed an elective course such as Design and Metal Technology, 

Design and Wood Technology, Robotics and Electronics Technology or Design 

and Innovation 

 

Aims: 

The Metal Products course is designed to provide students with a comprehensive learning experience 

in cutting-edge technologies, industry connections, and industry-standard metal project fabrication. 

This course caters to students interested in industrial technology trades and those pursuing careers 

in traditional metal trades and related service sectors. Through a combination of theoretical 

knowledge and hands-on experiences, learners acquire essential technical and interpersonal skills 

essential for employment and career advancement. 
 

The curriculum emphasizes teamwork, communication, and proficiency in Work, Health, and Safety, 

fostering the development of transferable skills applicable across various industries. Research 

consistently highlights the significant contribution of metal trades to Australia's manufacturing and 

building sectors, driving economic growth and innovation. Students in this course gain insights into 

the pivotal role of metal trades in supplying crucial components and materials to diverse industries, 

enhancing efficiency, and meeting global demand. 
 

In addition to understanding the industry's importance, students also learn about the practical 

applications of metal trades in constructing durable and sustainable structures. They gain an 

appreciation for the expertise of metal trades professionals, such as welders, fabricators, and 

metalworkers, in ensuring structural integrity and safety according to regulatory standards and 

industry best practices. 
 

Overall, the Metal Products course equips students with the knowledge and skills necessary to thrive 

in the dynamic and essential field of metal trades, contributing to innovation, quality, and reliability in 

manufacturing and building industries. 
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This course should enable students to: 

• analyse industry practices, processes, and procedures 

• analyse technical information and specifications 

• understand materials and equipment 

• demonstrate industry specific literacy and numeracy skills 

• solve problems and use industry specific terminology 

• organise resources and material to create quality products and services 

• work independently and collaboratively in accordance with WHS principles and industry standards 

• communicate in a range of modes and mediums. 

 

Units: 

Year 11 

➢ Semester 1 – Working with Metal 

➢ Semester 2 – Techniques in Metal Manufacture 

 

Year 12 

➢ Semester 1 – Welding and Cutting Skills 

➢ Semester 2 – Metal Project 

 

Content: 

➢ Working with Metal 

This unit is designed to familiarise students with workshop procedures using metal. Students learn 

to work safely with metal products, using and naming selected tools and materials correctly. 

Students learn to use selected tools and machinery to follow a given design to complete the 

projects undertaken in this unit. They learn communication skills such as following instructions, 

seeking help and recording processes as well as strategies to solve problems. 

 

➢ Techniques in Metal Manufacture 

This unit explores metal manufacturing skills. Students learn the fundamentals of working safely 

with a variety of metal manufacturing processes including gas and arc welding. They learn to use 

a range of metal work tools in a variety of fabrication processes to follow a given design to 

complete the projects undertaken in this unit. Students learn communication skills such as 

following instructions, seeking help and recording processes as well as strategies to solve 

problems. 

 

➢ Welding and Cutting Skills 

This unit is designed to develop welding and mechanical cutting skills. Students learn the 

fundamentals of working safely with gas and arc welding. Students learn to use a range of 

mechanical cutting machinery and processes and continue to develop skills in welding. They 

investigate emerging technologies in global metal manufacturing. Students follow a given design 

to complete the projects undertaken in this unit. They learn communication skills such as following 

instructions, seeking help and recording processes, as well as strategies to solve problems. 
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➢ Metal Project 

This unit is designed to develop project management skills. Students create a project from a 

design brief or modify an existing design to meet a particular need, using skills such as machining 

and welding. They consider the choice of appropriate materials and techniques, the project 

timeline, and the economic use of materials. They learn communication skills such as following 

instructions, seeking help and recording processes as well as strategies to solve problems. 

 

Assessment: 

Students will be assessed on the degree to which they demonstrate Knowledge, Understanding, and 

Skills. 

 

Assessment tasks could include the following: 

 

TASK TYPE 

Theory Practical 

• Test 

• Folio 

• Assignment 

• Research project 

• Cooperative task 

• Planning tasks 

• Risk assessments 

• Presentations 

• Technical information 

• Drawings  

• Demonstration 

• Individual project / activity 

• Group project 

• Continuous observation (eg skills, WH&S) 

• Folio 

• Test 

• Presentations 

• Online collaboration / discussion forum 
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PERFORMING ARTS 

The Performing Arts encompass a range of possibilities in the areas of Drama and Music, as  

T (Tertiary) courses or A (Accredited) courses. 

 

In addition, there are numerous opportunities to become involved in musical, dramatic, vocal and 

instrumental ensembles as a performer or support crewmember. Work in any of these may be credited 

to one of several R-units, details of which are listed at the back of this handbook. 

 

You may take both Music and/or Drama as separate Tertiary or Accredited courses. 
 

MUSIC 

Course Type: T or A  

 

Aims: 

➢ Music (A) 

This course is designed to introduce students to studies in music.  

 

It is assumed that students entering the Accredited Course have little or no prior experience in 

studying music (i.e. performance and/or notation skill), or may elect to study this course for 

personal enjoyment. 

 

Students studying ‘A’ Music have the opportunity to study units of work that allow them to gain the 

experience, knowledge and skills in order to pursue an area of interest in the music industry at a 

non-tertiary level. 

 

➢ Music (T)  

This course is designed to build on students’ prior knowledge and experience in studying music.  

It is assumed students entering this course have a formal knowledge of music notation, developed 

literacy and performance skills and a general knowledge and understanding of some musical 

styles. 

 

The recommended entry level for T courses is Grade 3 

Practical from a relevant examination body or equivalent. 

 

Students studying Tertiary (T) Music have the opportunity to 

study units of work that allow them to gain the experience, 

knowledge and skills to pursue further study of Music in a 

tertiary institution. 
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Extension Curriculum: 

➢ Double Major Music 

This course is designed to extend students’ prior knowledge and experience in studying music. It 

provides the best possible entry pathway into university-level music courses and/or direct industry 

employment. 

 

This course assumes a highly developed knowledge and skills base in notation, literacy, 

performance, composition and analysis. This course will allow for a high degree of specialisation 

in performance, composition and musicology.  

 

The recommended entry level for Extension T courses is Grade 5 from a relevant Examination 

body. 

 

The Tertiary Double Major involves studying Tertiary Music for a total of eight (8) semesters across 

Year 11 and Year 12. 

 

➢ Major/Minor Music (T) 

This option is designed to extend students in a similar way 

Double Major Music but to a slightly lesser degree, and 

therefore assumes a similar level of prior knowledge and 

experience. 

 

The Tertiary Major/Minor involves studying Tertiary Music for 

a total of six (6) semesters across Year 11 and Year 12. 

 

There are two recommended plans. Other than the Double 

Major, the first recommendation below provides the next best 

entry pathway into university-level music courses: 
 

Recommendation 1 Recommendation 2 

Year 11 

• Music (T) Semester 1 

• Music (T) Semester 2 

Year 12 

• Music (T) Semester 1 

• Music (DMU) Semester 1 

• Music (T) Semester 2 

• Music (DMU) Semester 2 

 

Year 11 

• Music (T) Semester 1 

• Music (DMU) Semester 1 

• Music (T) Semester 2 

• Music (DMU) Semester 2 

Year 12 

• Music (T) Semester 1 

• Music (T) Semester 2 

 

Total: 6 Semesters Total: 6 Semesters 
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Goals: 

The Music course should enable students to: 

➢ Develop a wide variety of skills to creatively perform and compose music as a soloist and member 

of an ensemble 

➢ Experience different ways of performing through various instruments, ensembles, roles and 

venues  

➢ Compose new music and arrange existing music to demonstrate technique, musicality and style 

➢ Critically analyse the music of different styles and cultures to inform your own music-making 

➢ Articulate their own ideas when making music and interpret the ideas of others 

➢ Explore how style, genre and context affects music-making 

➢ Understand diverse cultures and develop an awareness of global issues in society 

➢ Reflect on the process of creating and performing musical works 

➢ Use the elements of music to analyse and interpret musical ideas 

➢ Apply work, health & safety practice (WHS) in the production of music  
 

Units: 

This Music course consists of 9 semester-length units. Each unit is a standard one-point unit and 

consists of a minimum 55 hours.  

➢ Two units must be studied for a minor. 

➢ Four units must be studied for a major. 

➢ Six units must be studied for a major/minor.  

➢ Eight units must be studied for a double major. 
 

The Units are: 

• Creativity in Music 

• Communicating Meaning in Music 

• Music in Context 

• Improvisation and Variation in Music 

• Innovation in Music 

• Music Leadership 

• Entrepreneurship in Music 

• Interdisciplinary Inquiry in Music 

• Negotiated Study 
 

Content: 

This course consists of two strands: Making and Responding. These are further divided into three 

areas for assessment: – Music Skills, Performing and Creating. 

 

➢ Music Skills 

Music skills are demonstrated as “theory-in-action” or musicianship. Music Skills involves aural 

skills, analysing, evaluating, reflecting and synthesising in various forms. 
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➢ Performing  

The development of performance skills is fostered by providing performance opportunities in a 

variety of solo and ensembles, styles and genres according to individual needs, interests and 

abilities. Repertoire chosen must reflect a diverse range of styles.  

 

➢ Creating 

This is a process whereby students could use vocal, instrumental and other sounds to create their 

own works. The development of creating skills must represent stylistic understanding of the topic 

studied and contain all musical details necessary for the performance of the task. 

 

Assessment: 

This course will be assessed according to the criteria set in the Music Course Framework. 

The criteria for assessment in this course will be based across three criteria: creating, performing and 

musicology. 

 

Students are able to influence the choice of task types depending on the unit, the repertoire studied, 

and the specific interests and strengths of the cohort. 

 

Typically, the course includes exposure to the following task types which blend Making and 

Responding in different ways: 

• Performing – solo, small ensemble, large ensemble performances 

• Performing – conducting ensembles 

• Composing – notated and digital composition 

• Improvising – solo and ensemble contexts 

• Analysing – creative process seminar, creative process journal 

• Analysing – essay, podcast, seminar 

• Musicianship and Vocational Skills– aural musicianship, teaching, leadership and entrepreneur 

skills 
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DRAMA 

Course Type: T or A  

 

Aims: 

➢ Drama (A) 

This course is designed to introduce students to studies in Drama. It is assumed that students 

entering the Accredited Course have little or no prior experience in studying Drama or may elect 

to study this course for personal enjoyment. 

 

Students studying ‘A’ Drama have the opportunity to study units of work that allow them to gain 

the experience, knowledge and skills in order to pursue an area of interest in the drama industry 

at a non-tertiary level. 

 

➢ Drama (T)  

This course is designed to build on students’ prior knowledge and experience in studying drama. 

It is assumed students entering this course have developed literacy and performance skills and a 

general knowledge and understanding of some dramatic styles. 

 

Students studying Tertiary (T) Drama have the opportunity to study units of work that allow them 

to gain the experience, knowledge and skills in order to pursue further study of Drama in a tertiary 

institution. 

 

Goals: 

This course should enable students to: 

➢ analyse and evaluate drama performances and understand how meaning is constructed 

➢ evaluate the value and purpose of drama performances 

➢ understand the influence of historical, social, political and cultural contexts on drama 

➢ articulate their own ideas and interpret the ideas of others to make drama 

➢ explore the place and function of theatre traditions including theatrical work from diverse cultural 

and community groups, contemporary, and/or Indigenous Australian Theatre 

➢ reflect on the process of creating and presenting drama performances 

➢ use the elements and conventions of drama to develop and present ideas  

➢ apply work, health & safety practice (WHS) in the production of drama performances 

➢ develop their technical and performance skills 

 

Units:  

This Drama course consists of 9 semester units. Each unit is a standard one-point unit and consists 

of a minimum 55 hours.  

➢ Two units must be studied for a minor 

➢ Four units must be studied for a major 

➢ Six units must be studied for a major/minor 

➢ Eight units must be studied for a double major  
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The Units are:  

• Creativity in Drama 

• Communicating Meaning in Drama 

• Drama in Context 

• Adaptation in Drama 

• Innovation in Drama 

• Leadership in Drama 

• Entrepreneurship in Drama 

• Interdisciplinary Inquiry in Drama 

• Independent Study 

• Independent Study (Specialised Study) 

 

Content:   

The essential concepts and skills in Drama are divided into two strands: Making and Responding. 

 

➢ Making  

In making a dramatic performance, students learn about the elements of drama, rehearsal 

strategies, workshopping, improvising, preparing the body, technical and performance skills to 

engage and communicate with an audience. 

 

➢ Responding 

In responding to Drama performances, students learn about theory, the elements of production, 

roles of directors, actors, playwrights, performance styles, presentation of dramatic works, 

audience and drama criticism. 

 

Students will develop an informed critical appreciation of dramatic works, considering drama 

practices, elements, genres, styles, production techniques and conventions in the construction of 

meaning. 

 

Students interpret, analyse and evaluate the social, cultural and historical significance of drama. 

The study of drama equips students with life skills while also providing continuity with many tertiary 

and industry courses. 

 

Assessment:   

Students will be assessed on the degree to which they demonstrate: 

➢ Understanding and analysis of key concepts and content 

➢ Creativity in forming their own works 

➢ Acquisition and communication of practical skills 

➢ Communication through performance 

➢ Working individually and collaboratively 
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VISUAL ARTS 

You may study Art through one of the following courses: 

➢ Visual Art (T or A)* 

➢ Graphic Design: Specialised Visual Arts (T or A) 

➢ Photography (T or A) 

➢ Media (T or A/V) 

➢ Design & Textiles (T or A) 

 

*We offer Graphic Design as a 4 unit course under the Visual Arts courses 

 

Visual language is one of the world’s major symbol systems.  The arts industry is a major employer 

in Australia and art and design related employment is growing rapidly.  Employers in all disciplines 

value and seek the kinds of skills you develop in Art courses such as self-confidence, flexibility, 

communication skills, independence, interdependence, and the ability to critically analyse and 

synthesise ideas. The Arts have the capacity to engage, inspire and enrich all students, exciting the 

imagination and encouraging them to reach their creative and expressive potential. 

 

Each semester, at the conclusion of a unit, Visual Arts students will 

present their practical portfolio using evidence of artistic and design 

processes to a peer audience and assessment panel.  

 

Senior students undertaking Year 11 & 12 Visual Arts and/or Year 12 

Photography, Year 12 Graphic Design have the opportunity to attend a 

three-day bi-annual art camp at ‘Bundanon’, the former home and 

property of the late, famous, Australian artist, Arthur Boyd.  
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VISUAL ART 

Course Type:  T or A   

 

Pre-requisites: None.  However, successful completion of one or more units of Art Making and 

Responding, Digital Photography, Media or Visual Communication in Year 9 

and Year 10 may be an advantage. 

 

Visual Arts Units: 

➢ Creativity in Visual Arts 

➢ Communicating Meaning in Visual Arts 

➢ Visual Arts in Context 

➢ Narratives in Visual Arts 

➢ Independent Study 

 

Specialised Visual Arts Units: 

➢ Innovation in Visual Arts 

➢ Curation and Exhibition 

➢ Entrepreneurship in Visual Arts 

➢ Interdisciplinary Inquiry in Visual Arts 

➢ Independent Study 

 

Note: The current unit selected for study will determine techniques and methods used.  We are 

offering two courses of study using combinations of the above units.  One course with a Visual 

Arts focus and one course with a Graphic Design focus. 

 

Content: 

There are two task types for T and A Courses:  

➢ Art Making 

➢ Art Responding 

 

Units with a Visual Arts Focus:  

➢ Visual Arts in Context 

Students learn about how artists over time and place have represented 

their concepts and ideas. They explore how artists, curators, critics 

throughout the world and history have expressed their understanding of self, place, and issues. 

Students apply their technical knowledge, empathy, ethics, and principles of intercultural 

understanding to creating art works. 

 

➢ Creativity in Visual Arts 

Students learn about the creative process in Visual Arts by critically and creatively analysing art 

works, experimenting with creative processes, and developing technical proficiency to express 

their ideas through various conventions and forms. They examine different approaches to the 

 

Bundanon 2023 

Artwork of Baillie Sharpe 
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creative process. Students understand that creativity in the visual arts is the transformation of 

materials to convey ideas. Students apply their emerging creative process, techniques, and 

strategies to express their understanding of self and the world. 

 
➢ Narratives in Visual Arts  

Students learn about the artist as a storyteller. They explore representational and  

non-representational art works and how these shape narratives. Through analysis of narratives in 

art works, students gain insights of how perspectives on the world are presented and how that 

affects reception of and responses to art works and artists. Students apply their theoretical and 

technical skills to create representational and non-representational art works that convey 

narratives and responses to narratives. 

 

➢ Communicating Meaning in Visual Arts 

Students develop visual literacy by learning about how meaning and concepts are constructed 

and communicated in a variety of design works. They analyse the forms, conventions, vocabulary, 

and symbols used by artists and designers to construct meaning and express their ideas. Students 

explore techniques for communicating their ideas to an audience and develop skills as audience 

and artist. They apply techniques to communicate their understanding of a range of issues through 

design works.  
  

Artwork of Jerald Charanjit & Dean Waterford 
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GRAPHIC DESIGN: SPECIALISED VISUAL ARTS 

Units for Graphic Design are taken from the Visual Arts Course Framework.  

 

Course Type:  T or A   

 

Pre-requisites: None.  However, successful completion of one or more units of Art Making and 

Responding, Digital Photography, Media or Visual Communication in Year 9 and 

Year 10 may be an advantage. 

 

Units: 

➢ Curation and Exhibition  

Students learn about stylistic and curatorial choices and how that positions audiences to interpret 

art works and conveys attitudes values and perspectives. They explore the representations of 

ideas in art as artists and curators through developing an informed response to art works and 

exhibitions they have seen and experienced. Students apply technical and curatorial skills to 

create their own works and exhibitions. 

 
 
➢ Innovation in Visual Arts 

Students learn about innovative art/design practice and 

practitioners who break with codes and conventions. They 

investigate innovations in technique, form, style, creation, 

digital platforms, and criticism and apply through 

experimentation and problem-solving. Students synthesise 

their knowledge, understanding and skills to expand their art 

practice and engage in ethical and aesthetic issues as 

artists/designers and audience. 

 
 
➢ Interdisciplinary Inquiry 

Interdisciplinary inquiry is an approach to addressing complex problems or issues to explore new 

perspectives and advance critical thinking. Students develop skills in synthesising viewpoints, 

drawing conclusions, and exploring alternative applications of art/design practice. Students learn 

explore concepts often considered the domain of other disciplines. Students apply Visual Art as a 

way of knowing the world and sharing their insights. 

 
 
➢ Entrepreneurship in Visual Art 

Students learn about the intersection between artistic practice and industry. They explore the 

tensions and opportunities between creative expression and professional demands. Students 

apply their understanding of entrepreneurship in the visual arts to produce authentic artworks for 

a range of audiences and purposes.  
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Assessment: 

While expectations and tasks may differ in A and T Units, students will be assessed on criteria relating 

to the following two strands: 

➢ Art Making 

➢ Art Responding 

 

There are three main task types: 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
  

Weightings 

Presentation of Visual Diary and Processes 
T: 20% 

A: 20% 

Art Making 
T: 60% 

A: 60% 

Art Responding 
T: 20% 

A: 20% 

Artwork of Josh Narel, Byron Herstik and Hugh Mackenzie-Harg 
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PHOTOGRAPHY 

Course type:  T or A  

 

Pre-requisites: A recommendation of successful completion of one or more units of Art Making 

and Responding, Digital Photography, Media or Visual Communication in Year 

9 and Year 10 may be an advantage.  

 

Content: 

➢ Creativity in Photography 

Students learn about the creative process in photography. They explore techniques and strategies 

used to create photographic works. Students apply the creative process, equipment, and 

conceptual strategies to express their understanding of self, others, and the world. 

 

➢ Narratives in Photography 

Students learn about the photographer as a storyteller. They explore photographic works that 

construct or document narrative across various platforms. Students analyse how photographic 

narratives shape perspectives on the world and identity and apply technical and theoretical skills 

to develop their own photographic stories. 

 

➢ Photography in Context 

Students learn about how photographers from different times and places have represented 

knowledge and experience. They explore how meaning is constructed or contested depending on 

cultural and historical context. Students apply knowledge of context, empathy, ethics, and 

intercultural understanding in their photographic practice. 

 

➢ Communicating Meaning in Photography 

Students learn about how meaning is communicated through photographic forms, styles, and 

conventions. They examine how photographic meaning can be constructed and contested. 

Students explore techniques for communicating ideas to an audience and apply their 

understanding to respond to a range of issues through photography. 

 

  

Photography of Charlie Kimpton and Zach Pyle 
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➢ Photographic Exhibitions 

Students learn about curatorial and stylistic choices in the exhibition of photographic works and 

how this influence audience interpretation. They explore ethical and practical considerations such 

as copyright, conservation and safety. Students apply technical and conceptual curatorial skills to 

design, produce, and present their own exhibitions.  

 

➢ Entrepreneurship in Photography  

Students explore the relationship between photography, 

entrepreneurship, and industry. They investigate how photographers 

navigate creative and commercial demands, work to client briefs, and 

identify opportunities in photographic industries. Students apply 

entrepreneurial thinking to produce photographic works for real-world 

audiences and purposes. 

 

➢ Interdisciplinary Inquiry in Photography 

Students learn to integrate knowledge and methods from other 

disciplines to enrich their photographic practice. They explore how photography interacts with 

other fields to address complex issues and broaden perspectives. Students synthesise ideas from 

multiple disciplines to create innovative photographic outcomes. 

 

➢ Independent Study 

Students design and undertake an individual program of photographic learning. They negotiate 

specific learning goals with their teacher and explore an area of personal or professional interest. 

This unit is available only to Year 12 students who have completed at least three standard 1.0 

units, with written approval from the school principal. Only one Independent Study unit is permitted 

per course. 

 

Assessment: 

Student works are assessed across different assessment task types and while expectations and tasks 

may differ in A and T Units, students will be assessed on criteria relating to the following two strands: 

 

Making Responding 

40% - 60% 40% - 60% 

 

  

Photography of Johnny Frilingos and Charlie Kimpton 
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MEDIA 

Course type:  T or A/V 

 
Aim: 

Media studies develop students’ understanding of both traditional and 

contemporary media practices across a range of styles, time periods, 

cultures, and technologies. Students explore media codes, 

conventions, and theories, gaining insight into how media reflects, 

responds to, and shapes society. They learn to critically consume and 

create media, deepening their communication skills and intercultural 

understanding. 

 

Media empowers students to express ideas creatively, work 

collaboratively and independently, and develop leadership, 

problem-solving, and critical thinking skills. The course highlights the process of media-making, 

emphasising the importance of teamwork and ethical practice.  This course prepares students for 

further study or careers in media, communications, marketing, journalism, public relations, and digital 

production, while also fostering lifelong skills and enjoyment.  

 

Competency-Based Assessment in Media: 

Students must demonstrate competency over time and across a range of media contexts. The 

assessment tasks will align with the Certificate II in Creative Industries requirements and meet 

industry standards. 

 

Content: 

➢ Creativity in Media 

Students learn about the creative process in Media. They explore techniques and strategies used 

to create and interpret media products. Students apply the creative process, techniques, and 

strategies to express their understanding of self, others, and the world. 

 

➢ Communicating Meaning in Media 

Students learn about how meaning is communicated in a variety of Media forms and styles. They 

explore techniques for communicating their ideas for a purpose and a target audience. Students 

apply techniques to communicate their understanding on a range of issues through Media. 

 

➢ Media in Context 

Students learn about how social, historical, political and/or cultural contexts have shaped media 

products. They explore how media practitioners throughout the world and history have expressed 

their perspectives, values, and attitudes. Students apply their media knowledge and skills, 

engaging with intercultural perspectives and observing ethical principles to create Media products. 

 

➢ Narratives in Media 

Students learn about narrative forms and structures for fictional and non-fictional media products. 

Through analysis of narrative in media products, students gain insights into how people connect 

Work of Hamish Mitchell 
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and perspectives on the world. They explore various presentations of narratives and the role of 

the storyteller to inform, entertain and persuade. Students apply their storytelling, theoretical and 

technical skills to construct fiction and non-fiction narratives in a variety of media formats. 

➢ Independent Study 

An Independent Study unit can be proposed by an individual student for their own independent 

study and negotiated with their teacher. The program of learning for an Independent Study unit 

must meet the unit goals and content descriptions as they appear in the course. Students must 

have studied at least THREE standard 1.0 units from this course. A student can only study a 

maximum of one Independent Study unit in each course. Independent Study units are only 

available to individual students in Year 12.  

 

➢ Innovation in Media 

Students learn about innovative media practice and practitioners who break with codes and 

conventions. They explore the aesthetics and ethics of new technological innovations in media. 

Students apply their knowledge and skills of innovative media practice through experimentation 

and problem solving. 

 

➢ Adaptation in Media 

Students learn about different media forms and styles for adaptation of stories in a range of 

mediums to understand how themes and perspectives are represented. They explore forms, 

techniques, and methodologies of adaptation to reimagine themes and perspectives for a 

contemporary audience. Students apply the principles of adaptation to develop their own media 

practice. 

 

➢ Entrepreneurship in Media 

Students learn about the connections between media and business. They examine the business 

aspects of media, opportunities, and risks in the industry. Students explore the tension between 

the creative and commercial when working within a media brief. They apply their understanding 

of entrepreneurship to produce authentic media products for a range of purposes and audiences. 

 

➢ Interdisciplinary Inquiry in Media 

Students learn about how media products can be used to understand and embrace concepts from 

other disciplines. They explore styles and techniques in the exploration and representation of 

information in a variety of mediums to 

achieve greater effect. Students apply 

inquiry skills and media practices to 

position an audience on a chosen concept 

and synthesize perspectives and draw 

conclusions to express 

 
  

Work of Finn Harris 
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Assessment: 

Assessment using the two strands:   

 

Making Responding 

40% - 60% 40% - 60% 

 

 

 

DESIGN & TEXTILES 

 

 

Course type:  T or A 

  

Pre-requisites: None. However, successful completion of Year 9–10 Art Making and 
 Responding units may be an advantage. 

 

Units: 

Units of study are selected from the following: 

➢ Design Aesthetics 

➢ Design for Purpose 

➢ Design for Futures 

➢ Design for Communication 

➢ Independent Study 
 

Content: 

➢ Design Aesthetics 

Students explore the role of aesthetics in design and its relationship to design theory. They 

investigate and experiment with creative strategies for generating textile design ideas and 

developing products. 

 

Students learn to apply the design process, including idea generation, experimentation, and 

refinement. They explore techniques such as fabric manipulation, embellishment, and colour 

application. 
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Through practical and theoretical work, students create textile-based products that demonstrate 

an understanding of design elements (e.g. line, shape, texture, colour) and principles  

(e.g. balance, contrast, harmony). 

 

Students reflect on their design decisions and evaluate the effectiveness of their final product. 

 

➢ Design for Purpose 

Students examine how designers create products to meet specific needs and purposes. They 

explore how design decisions are influenced by user requirements, function, and product 

performance. 

 

Students develop and respond to design briefs, considering factors such as materials, 

construction techniques, and end-user needs. They investigate different production methods 

including couture, bespoke, and mass production. 

 

Through the design process, students create textile solutions that are functional and appropriate 

for their intended purpose. They apply knowledge of fibres, fabrics, and materials to ensure 

suitability and performance. 

 

Students evaluate their final products against criteria such as usability, quality, and effectiveness. 

 

➢ Design for Futures 

Students investigate the future of design in textiles, focusing on emerging technologies, 

innovation, and sustainability. They explore how design responds to global challenges and 

changing societal needs. 

 

Students examine new materials, digital technologies, and production methods used in 

contemporary textile design. They consider environmental, ethical, and sustainable practices in 

the development of products. 

 

Through research and practical application, students design and create innovative textile solutions 

that reflect future-focused thinking. They evaluate how their designs contribute to more 

sustainable and responsible practices. 

 

➢ Design for Communication 

Students explore how ideas are communicated in design and textiles. They examine visual 

communication techniques and how meaning is conveyed to different audiences. 

 

Students develop skills in presenting design ideas through a range of formats such as sketches, 

mood boards, digital media, and finished products. They use appropriate terminology and design 

conventions to communicate effectively. 

 

Students create and promote textile products, considering audience, purpose, and context. They 

analyse how communication influences interpretation, attitudes, and responses to design. 
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➢ Independent Study 

This unit allows students to design and negotiate their own learning program. Students develop a 

personalised project based on their interests within design and textiles. 

 

They apply the design process to investigate, plan, create, and evaluate a substantial textile-

based project. Students demonstrate independence in managing their time, resources, and design 

decisions. 

 

This unit is typically undertaken in Year 12 and requires approval. It enables students to extend 

their skills and knowledge in a self-directed context. 

 

Assessment: 

Student work is assessed across a variety of task types. 

 

Students are assessed on two key strands: 

➢ Making – practical design processes and production 

➢ Responding – analysis, evaluation, and communication 

 

Making Responding 

40% - 60% 40% - 60% 
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HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

EXERCISE SCIENCE 

 

Course type:  T  

 

Pre-requisites: GPA of 3.0 in Year 9 and 10 PE 

 

Aims: 

Exercise science examines biological, physiological, biomechanical and psychological theories and 

concepts and how they impact performance and participation in physical activity. Students develop 

insights into the science underpinning sports performance and movement. When students undertake 

practical activities in Exercise Science they develop knowledge through experiential learning. This 

course prepares students for further study and provides pathways into careers such as exercise 

science, physiotherapy, sport and injury prevention, PE teaching, fitness training and allied health. 

 

This course enable students to:  

➢ Analyse Exercise Science theories, concepts, principles, methodologies, assumptions, 

perspectives and ideas 

➢ Analyse the nature and purpose of Exercise Science and the impact of factors that influence self, 

others and well-being 

➢ Analyse values and attitudes and evaluate their influence on Exercise Science 

➢ Communicate in a range of modes and mediums for specific purposes and audiences 

➢ Reflect on and apply concepts, skills and strategies. 

 

Units:  

➢ Anatomy and Physiology of the Human Body  

➢ Preparation for Training and Performance 

➢ The Body in Motion 

➢ Factors Affecting Performance 
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Content: 

➢ Anatomy and Physiology of the Human Body 

Students will examine and explore the structure and function of musculoskeletal and 

cardiorespiratory systems and analyse how the systems adapt and adjust to the demands of 

physical activity. Students will investigate these systems from a cellular to systemic level allowing 

them to develop and understanding of how each system acts as an enabler or barrier to physical 

performance.  

 

➢ Preparation for Training and Performance 

Students investigate the factors that influence sports performance. Students will critically analyse 

the effectiveness of training and nutritional guidelines and how they contribute to the improvement 

of athletic performance. Students will explore a variety of training and nutritional principles to 

develop an understanding of the varying needs of community target groups and elite athletes. 

 

➢ The Body in Motion 

Students will explore the biomechanical and physiological principles involved in analysing and 

interpreting the body in motion and energy production. Students will apply a variety of methods 

used to analyse movement patterns and examine the physiological adaptations to exercise. 

Students will investigate the biomechanical and physiological factors that influence athletic 

performance. 

 

➢ Factors Affecting Performance  

Students will examine the physiological, psychological and behavioural theories that influence 

athletic performance. Students will be introduced to factors affecting performance and develop 

basic insights into the science underpinning the management of sports injuries and athletic 

mindset. Students will examine and explore how the extent and intensity of sports participation 

relates to the incidence of sports injuries and explore a range of technical and scientific 

approaches for maintaining the physical and mental well-being of athletes. 
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Assessment: 

Students will be assessed on the degree to which they demonstrate Knowledge and Understanding, 

and Skills. 

 

Task Type 

Knowledge and Understanding Skills 

Suggested tasks:  

● Research essays 

● Assignments 

● Reports 

● Exam/tests 

● Multimedia tasks 

● Reflective diaries 

● Journals 

● Portfolios 

● Logs 
 

Suggested tasks:  

● Practical laboratories 

● Presentations 

● Orals 

● Physical activity tasks 

● Practical tests 

● Campaigns and case studies 

● Debates 

● Seminars 

● Field trips 

 

Weightings in T 1.0 and 0.5 Units 

40% - 60% 40% - 60% 

 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION STUDIES 

    

Course Type: A  

 

Pre-requisites: None 

 

Please Note:  This course incorporates a number of excursions and recognised awards. The 

expenses associated with these are covered by a subject levy that is payable 

each semester. 
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Aims: 

➢ Increase physical literacy in, through and about movement 

➢ Analyse, physical education studies theories, concepts, principles, methodologies, assumptions, 

perspectives and ideas in and through sport 

➢ Analyse the nature and purpose of physical education and the impact of factors that influence self, 

others and well-being 

➢ Analyse values and attitudes and evaluate their influence on health, outdoor and physical 

education 

➢ Communicate in a range of modes and mediums for specific purposes and audiences 

➢ Reflect on and apply concepts, skills and strategies 

 

Units: 

➢ Sports Skill Acquisition 

➢ Building and Improving Teams 

➢ Leisure and Recreation  

➢ Sport, Activity, Culture and Society 
 

Content: 

➢ Sports Skills Acquisition 

Students explore the acquisition and development of sports skills and apply processes and 

theories associated with skill acquisition and refinement. They respectfully and safely participate 

in activities in a diverse range of sports, building self-efficacy. 
 

➢ Building and Improving Teams 

Students explore and develop skills associated with the enhancement of teams. They will learn 

about factors which affect performance and implement strategies used to support players’ 

emotional, social and physical development. They safely participate and apply concepts during a 

diverse range of activities promoting teamwork and collaboration. 
 

➢ Leisure and Recreation  

This unit develops student’s understanding of physical activity, recreation and sport from a 

participatory perspective. Students explore activities focused on improving fitness, personal, 

emotional and physical wellbeing and the importance of lifelong physical activity 
 

➢ Sport, Activity, Culture and Society  

Students explore a range of sports and physical activities that contribute to individual, societal and 

cultural identity. They participate in and reflect on how a variety of physical activities and culturally 

diverse individual and team sports impact personal, societal and national identity. 
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Task Type 

Knowledge and Understanding Skills 

Suggested tasks:  

• Research essays 

• Assignments 

• Reports 

• Exam/Tests 

• Multimedia Tasks 

• Reflective Diaries 

• Journals 

• Portfolios 

• Logs 

Suggested tasks:  

• Practical Laboratories 

• Presentations 

• Orals 

• Physical Activity Tasks 

• Practical Tests 

• Campaigns and Case Studies 

• Debates 

• Seminars 

• Field Trips 

Weightings in A 1.0 and 0.5 Units  

40% - 60% 40% - 60% 

 

CERTIFICATE III IN SPORTS COACHING AND CERTIFICATE III IN FITNESS 

Course Type: E 
 

Available to:  Year 11 only as this is a two-year course 
 

Pre-requisites: None 
 

The Certificate III in Sports Coaching, and Certificate III in Fitness programs are structured to equip 

students with the knowledge, skills, and practical experience necessary to pursue a rewarding career 

in the sports, recreation, and fitness industries. Whether you aspire to work as a fitness instructor, 

sports coach, or pursue further studies in the field, these programs offer a solid foundation. Students 

gain the entry-level skills required of a Fitness Professional (Group Exercise Instructor or Gym Fitness 

Instructor). Students facilitate programs within their school community including Community Fitness 

Programs, Strength and Conditioning for athletes and teams, 1-on-1 and group fitness sessions.  
 

Key Features: 

➢ Practical Skills Development: Through a combination of theoretical learning and hands-on 

practical experience, you will develop a diverse range of skills essential for success in the sport, 

and fitness sectors. From planning and delivering fitness programs to coaching techniques and 

event management, you will gain real-world competencies that will set you apart in the industry. 
 

➢ Industry-Relevant Curriculum: Our curriculum is carefully crafted in consultation with industry 

experts to ensure that you are equipped with the latest knowledge and best practices. You will 

explore topics such as anatomy and physiology, nutrition, risk management, client 

communication, among others, all of which are essential for working effectively in the field. 
 

➢ Career Pathways: Upon completion of your Certificate II or III, you will be well-positioned to 

pursue various career pathways in the sport, recreation, and fitness industries. Whether you 
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choose to work in gyms and fitness centres, community recreation facilities, sports clubs, or 

pursue further studies, your qualification will open doors to a range of exciting opportunities. 
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TALENTED SPORTS 

Course Type: R  

 

Pre-requisites: Entry to the course will be by selection. Students will be interviewed for 

acceptance into the course and applicants will be considered on merit. 

Academic as well as sporting considerations will apply. 

 

Aims: 

The course aims to give students with an identified talent in sport the opportunity of pursuing rigorous 

sports training programs as well as following a full academic tertiary program. 

 

The course should enable student to develop: 

➢ Demonstrate essential knowledge, understandings and skills related to the selected sport 

➢ Evaluate and synthesise information 

➢ Use personal skills and strategies 

➢ Build and maintain positive relationships 

➢ Apply concepts such as equity, fair play, respect, valuing of diversity and difference and social 

justice 

➢ Demonstrate understanding and skills to respond appropriately to a range of situations where their 

own or others’ wellbeing and safety may be at risk 

➢ Develop knowledge, understanding and skills to devise, apply and appraise a range of strategies 

to improve their own movement performances and those of others  

➢ Plan and participate in a range of sporting activities in their local community that create community 

connection and contribute to individual and community health and wellbeing 
 

Assessment Criteria:  

➢ Required hours of attendance met. The course will occupy a full line of the timetable  

(9 periods) for Year 11 and Year 12 

➢ Contributions in discussions and positive appraisal concerning own performance and that of 

others 

➢ Periodical submission of Sports Log Book    

➢ Students admitted to this course who do not display the independent work habits required, or fail 

to maintain their enrolment in the desired sporting program, will be asked to justify their continued 

position in the course 
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HOSPITALITY  

 

Course type:  T or A & V 

 

Pre-requisites:  None 

 

Subject Rationale: 

The Hospitality course provides students an opportunity to complete their VET qualification of a 

Certificate II in Hospitality or a Statement of Attainment from the Tourism, Travel and Hospitality (SIT) 

Training Package. Each student will work within the BSSS Framework, to complete all elements of 

the course requirements.   

 

In Hospitality, students focus on the dynamic nature of the hospitality industry and develop an 

understanding of contemporary approaches and issues related to food and hospitality. Students 

investigate contemporary hospitality issues and current management practices, and explore concepts 

such as the legal and environmental aspects, trends in hospitality and consumer protection. They 

procure, recycle and use resources in light of sustainability and environmental protection. 

 

Students utilise skills in technology, including the use of social media in marketing. They develop safe 

work practices in the preparation, storage and handling of food, and comply with current health and 

safety legislation, including infection prevention and control policies and procedures. 

 

Hospitality integrates active, problem solving approaches to learning. Students participate in 

collaborative activities to prepare for work in the hospitality industry as well as skills for the 21st 

Century. They develop their ability to research, to think critically and to solve problems related to the 

food and hospitality industry. 

 

By working with a range of people and practices, students develop their interpersonal and intercultural 

communication skills. They develop skills in customer service and establish and develop cooperative 

working relationships. Students’ personal and social capabilities are reflected in respect for individual 

difference and the needs of others, due to diversity or disability. They learn the value of working 

independently, while also being able to respond to instructions or directions, and to work in a time 

pressure environment. A range of skills in entrepreneurship are also fostered. 
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The course provides opportunities to complete VET 

qualifications or a Statement of Attainment from the 

Tourism, Travel and Hospitality (SIT) Training Package.  

 

Students can have the opportunity to develop a range 

of employability skills relevant to the hospitality industry, 

which equips them for a variety of career opportunities 

across a range of industries or provide a pathway to 

further tertiary studies.  

 

Through the theoretical and practical components of this course, students are provided with 

opportunities to develop skills, concepts, processes and attitudes necessary for effective participation 

in a demanding, dynamic commercial industry environment. Students will be required to participate in 

school functions during and after hours whilst completing online competency work.  

 

Associated with the nature and needs of the hospitality industry are attributes such as self-reliance, 

personal responsibility for the safety, health, and well-being of others, contribution to teamwork, 

effective time management and targeted technical skills.  This course supports the development of 

these attributes in students and contributes to both life and employability skills for the domestic and 

international employment market. 

 

This course responds to the needs of the industry, the availability of relevant training, education 

opportunities and employment pathways.   

 

The tertiary stream in this course focuses on higher order thinking skills in a targeted hospitality 

context that can lead to a variety of career opportunities across a range of industries, or form a 

pathway to further tertiary studies including Universities and/or Technical and Further Education 

Colleges.   

 

➢ Hospitality Essentials - Year 11 Semester 1 

In this unit, students develop practical skills in food and hospitality. They develop skills in the 

selection and use of appropriate technology to prepare, present and serve food and beverages, 

applying safe food practices and consider issues in food preparation, including food and safety, 

and Workplace Health and Safety. Students ensure good hygiene practice for employees and 

consumers, and apply infection prevention and control policies and procedures. They evaluate 

the changing social, ethical and legal implications that impact on the hospitality industry, including 

current government policies and guidelines. 

 

➢ Hospitality Operations - Year 11 Semester 2 

Students apply knowledge and problem-solving skills to practical activities in food preparation and 

hospitality, utilise practical skills, and adapt recipes to meet the needs of consumers. They 
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investigate and evaluate technologies, systems and procedures to assess the efficiency and 

sustainability of operational work practices. Students analyse communication techniques and 

interpersonal and intercultural understandings and apply and evaluate these when working with 

others. They plan, organise, prepare and serve a range of hospitality products that reflect current 

market trends and practices. 

 

➢ Hospitality Industry - Year 12 Semester 1 

Students learn about contemporary issues and trends in the hospitality industry. They examine 

the nature of the service industry, including workplace culture, structure and practices, focus on 

developing communication, collaboration and interpersonal skills with customers. They explore 

skills and techniques that contribute to effective resource management and profitability, including 

sustainability. Students plan, organise, prepare and serve food and beverage products, and 

demonstrate skills to industry standard in a range of contexts. They consider factors that influence 

food choices, including the use of social media in marketing. Students learn about food allergies 

and dietary restrictions, and the significance of these for the hospitality industry. 

 

➢ Hospitality Management -Year 12 Semester 2 

In this unit, students develop an understanding of successful management practices. They 

examine influences on decision-making about food and hospitality, and they make and justify their 

own decisions. Students build skills in leadership working in an individual and collaborative 

context. They develop skills in the use of technology in hospitality management, revenue 

generation and day to day operations. Students examine systems and procedures to ensure 

efficient operational work practices, effective customer service techniques, and managing 

workplace relationships. 
 
Assessment:  

Assessment is criterion referenced and competency based. Assessment for the Vocational 

component of the course will be against the Competency Standards of the National Training Package. 

Students will be assessed on the degree to which they demonstrate: 

➢ Knowledge, understanding and application 

➢ Analysis, synthesis and evaluation 

➢ Technical skills 

➢ Management and work practices 

➢ Communication skills  

 

A-Courses 

To demonstrate knowledge and understanding in A-courses, students will: 

• Identify and/or explain e.g. techniques, events, point of view, relationships and plans 

• Describe and explore e.g. products, techniques, concepts, issues and principles 

• Recommend e.g.  products, techniques and strategies 

• Justify e.g. points of view with evidence and reasons 

• Assess e.g. trends, performance, data 
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• Apply e.g. planning and organisational skills 

• Describe, recommend and demonstrate e.g. problem solving, initiative and decision making 

skills. 

 

A-Courses Task Type 

Written Responses Practical Tasks 

A written extended response for: 

Year 11 500 - 800 words 

Year 12 500 - 800 words 

 

Suggested tasks: 

• Website design 

• Coaching session 

• Seminar presentation 

• Research report 

• Exam/test 

• Report on an event management 

activity 

• Rationale and/or diary/journal 

relating to a practical task 

Suggested tasks: 

• Market simulation 

• Industry advice simulation 

• Event management activities  

• Presentation such as an oral or 
podcast 

• Restaurant Practicals – front of 

house / back of house practical 

tasks. 

 

Weightings 1.0 and 0.5 Units  

30% - 70% 30% - 70% 

 
 
T-Courses 

To demonstrate knowledge and understanding in T-courses, students will: 

Explore and examine e.g. concepts, issues, theories and principles 

Critically analyse e.g. 

 contrast and compare 

 interrelationships or connections  

 techniques, theories, performance, events, points of view, relationships and plans 

Evaluate e.g. 

 strategies, techniques, and approaches to administration 

 compare and contrast data, techniques, and strategies 

Hypothesise e.g. the potential of plans 

Analyse and apply e.g. administration, planning and organisational skills 

Synthesis e.g. rearranging component ideas into a new whole  

Explore, evaluate and demonstrate e.g. leadership/management skills 
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T-Courses Task Type 

Written Responses Practical Tasks 

An analytical essay or written extended 

response: 

Year 11: 800 - 1000 words 

Year 12: 1000 - 1200 words 

 

Suggested tasks: 

• Website/social media design 

• Hospitality product design 

• Seminar presentation 

• Research report 

• Exam/test 

• Report on an event management 

activity 

• Rationale and/or diary/journal 

relating to a practical task 

Suggested tasks: 

• Market simulation 

• Industry advice simulation 

• Event management activities  

• Presentation such as an oral or 

podcast 

Weightings 1.0 and 0.5 Units  

40% - 60% 40% - 60% 

 

Requirements: 

All students who elect to study a T or A course will be required to purchase a uniform (hat, apron and 

shirt). This uniform is to be worn during all practical workshops. The uniform can be purchased form 

the College clothing shop. A chef’s toolbox will be allocated to each student for use in practical 

workshops. Students will be provided with an agreement to which they will agree to adhere to the 

standards of professionalism and participate in College Functions within the Hospitality team.  
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INCLUSIVE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

The Inclusive Education Department strives to meet the needs of all students who seek assistance 

with their Year 11 and 12 subjects. A high priority is given to cultivating a positive attitude to learning 

and developing skills, so students become an assessment capable student. 

 

Support in Year 11 and Year 12 is provided in the following modes. Students with high support needs 

are allocated an IED staff member as a case manager.   This person liaises with teachers, students 

and parents to ensure that adjustments are being made to allow access to education on the same 

basis as their peers. Students may also utilise the IED staff and Senior Tutors throughout the semester 

for assistance. Particular attention is given to encouraging students to become confident learners who 

channel potential into achievement. 

 

Students choosing to apply to the BSSS for Special Consideration for the AST (Tertiary package 

students only) can also be guided through the process with the Inclusive Education Department.   
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R-COURSES AND R-UNITS 

Different subject departments and individual members of Marist College staff offer a range of  

R-courses and R-units which give you an opportunity to further your personal, sporting, and cultural 

development.  You are encouraged to enrol in a number of units over your two senior years and so 

be as fully involved in the life of the College as possible. 

 

This is a brief outline of R-courses and R-units which are offered by the College.  Any unit or course 

which you complete will appear on your ACT Senior Secondary Certificate. 

 

PERFORMING ARTS 

Units: Dance Performance 

Content: Participation and achievement in regular dance performance and activities, and 

performing in several productions (eg Dance Fest, Performing Arts Showcases) 

Teacher: Mr J Schindler 

 

Units: Drama Performance - Stage Performance and Acting  

Content: Acting/singing in one major production (eg annual musical) or several smaller 

productions 

Teacher: Mr J Schindler 

 

Units: Drama Performance - Stagecraft  

Content: One or more of the following activities associated with stage production: lighting, 

sound, costume, prop design and construction, stage management, scripting 

Teacher: Mr J Schindler 

 

Unit: Music Tuition - Instrumental and/or Vocal 

Content: Participation and achievement in regular instrumental or vocal lessons with an 

expert teacher through the College instrumental and vocal tuition program 

Teacher: Mr J Schindler 

 

Unit: Music Performance - Senior Choir 

Content: After audition and selection, students will be involved in regular rehearsals and 

performances 

Teacher: Mr J Schindler 

 

Unit: Music Performance - Senior Jazz Band 

Content: After audition and selection, students will attend regular tuition, rehearsals and 

performances 

Teacher: Mr A Hackwill 
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Unit: Music Performance - Senior Orchestra/Band 

Content: After audition and selection, students will attend regular tuition, rehearsals and 

performances 

Teacher: Mr J Schindler  

 

Unit: Music Performance - Liturgical Involvement and Performances 

Content: Performance in liturgies 

Teacher:   Mr J Schindler 

 

OUTDOOR EDUCATION  

Unit: Duke of Edinburgh Silver Award Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award  

Content: Membership of D of E.  Meeting requirements set for these awards. 

Teacher:   TBC 

 

Unit:  Senior Camp Leadership   

Content: Attendance at leadership training camp; acting as leader/instructor on junior camp. 

Teacher:    House Deans 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE  

Unit: Community Service 

Content: Completion of required community service activities. 

 0.5 unit – 25 hrs of service; 1.0 unit – 50 hrs of Service 

Teacher:   Mr N Lansdown-Weir 

 

Unit: Marist Senior Youth Ministry Team 

Content: Membership of team, attendance at meetings and participation in events. 

Teacher:   Mr T Pereira (Year 11) / Mr N Lansdown-Weir (Year 12) 

 

Unit: St Vincent de Paul Society Conference  

Content: Membership of Marist branch of St Vincent de Paul. Attendance at meetings and 

community service as organised. 

Teacher:   TBC 

 

Unit: Marist Justice Solidarity and Stewardship 

Content: Membership, attendance at meetings and participation in organised activities. 

Teacher:   TBC  
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SPORT  

Units:  Sport   

Content: All students who study a minor in Religious Studies also do these units as part of 

the core curriculum of Marist College. 

Teacher:   Health and Physical Education Staff 

 

Unit: Talented Sport   

Content:   The course aims to give students with an identified talent in sport the opportunity of 

pursuing rigorous sports training programs as well as following a full academic 

tertiary program 

Teacher:   Head of Sport 

 

Unit: ARU Smart Rugby Course   

Content:   Attainment of Level 1 Coaching Certificate and acting as coach of a junior team in 

a representative sport. 

Teacher:   Mr P Mead 

 

Unit: ARU Foundation Course    

Content:  Successful completion of referees’ course run at the College. 

Teacher:    Mr P Mead 

 

Unit: Football Referees Course    

Content:   Successful completion of referee’s course run at the College. 

Teacher:   Mr M McDonald 

 

SCHOOL REPRESENTATIVE SPORT  

Unit:  Senior Cricket 

Content: Membership of 2nd XI, 18A's or 16A's. Attendance at training and matches. 

Teacher: Mr P O’Callaghan 

 

Unit: First XI Cricket  

Content: Membership of First XI.  Attendance at training, matches and Marist Cricket 

Carnival. 

Teacher:   Mr P O’Callaghan 

 

Units: Senior Rugby 

Content: Membership of 1st XV, 2nd XV or 3rd XV. Attendance at training, matches and 

tour/camp if applicable. 

Teacher:   Mr P Mead 
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Units:  Senior Football  

Content: Membership of senior soccer squad. Attendance at training, matches, camp  

(if applicable). 

Teacher: Mr M McDonald 

 

Units: Senior Australian Football     

Content:   Membership of Marist U18 team.  Attendance at training, matches, camp  

(if applicable). 

Teacher:   Mrs S Mahar  

 

Unit: Marist Basketball   

Content: Membership of a senior basketball team.  Attendance at training, games and 

camp/tour (if applicable). 

Teacher:   Mr P Cook 

 

Units: Senior Swim Team  

Content: Membership of team, attendance at training, carnivals for both Year 11 and  

Year 12. 

Teacher:   Mr R Aitchison / Mr P Mead 

 

Unit: Senior Track and Field Team  

Content: Membership of team, attendance at training, carnivals for both Year 11 and  

Year 12. 

Teacher:   Mr R Aitchison / Mr P Mead  

 

Unit:  Senior Cross-Country Team 

Content: Membership of team, attendance at training, carnivals for both Year 11 and  

Year 12. 

Teacher:   Mr R Aitchison / Mr P Mead 

 

Unit: Senior Hockey 

Content:   Membership of Opens or 16s team.  Attendance at training, games. 

Teacher:   Mr B Westcott 

 

Unit: Senior Rowing 

Content:   Membership of crew.  Attendance at training, regattas. 

Teacher:   Mrs K Levy 

 
 
  



 

Year 11 and Year 12 Handbook  Page | 138 

 

MISCELLANEOUS UNITS 

Unit: Omega – Year 12 Year Book    

Content:  Serving on editorial panel and production team for Omega. 

Teacher:   Ms C Paragalli  

 

Unit: Work Experience    

Content: Completion of work experience unit during Year 11 or Year 12. 

Teacher:   Mrs L Southwell 

 

Unit: Big Brother Little Brother Programme 

Content: Promotion of leadership and greater involvement in school community through a 

formal program involving initial training followed by the student leading a small group 

of junior students in structured activities. 

Teacher: Mrs S Mahar 

 

Unit: Student Representative Council   

Content: For School Captains and House Captains. 

Teacher: Mrs S Mahar 

 

Unit: Audio Visual Assistant 

Content: Preparation and maintenance of audio/visual equipment for various presentations. 

Teacher: Mr L Stakelum 

 

Unit: Chess Club 

Content: Membership of Chess Club. 

Teacher: Ms A Small  

 

Unit: House Seniors Program 

Content: This unit aims to give students an opportunity to lead and to work closely with a 

group of younger students. 

Teacher: House Deans 

 

Unit: Hospitality (VET) 

Content: Students will complete VET requirements including online work and practical tasks 

such as functions, simulated restaurants, café tasks and class practical tasks with 

an aim to complete their VET studies. 

Teacher: TBC 
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servo fidem 

Marist College Canberra 

PO Box 727 

MAWSON ACT 2607 

 

T: 02 6298 7200 

E: enquiries@mcc.act.edu.au 


