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Co-Curricular
at Marist

Enrichment

Enrichment Co-Curricular
Activities at Marist
Marist strives to provide students with wide-ranging
opportunities to extend their passions, interests
and learning beyond the classroom. Our boys have
diverse interests and Marist meets this need with an
extensive variety of enrichment programs and clubs
offered across both the Junior and Senior Schools.
Students must be involved in at least one
co-curricular activity per year. Enrichment activities
challenge students to step outside their comfort
zone and embrace new experiences. Involvement
in enrichment groups is rewarding for boys as they
meet new friends, reach out to the wider
community and strive to achieve their personal
best. Boys open up to new experiences and
broaden their understanding of the world
around them.
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Literacy & Creative Arts
A Solitary Idea

M Student Magazine

A Solitary Idea is the collective online
publication that showcases and fosters the
creative talents of Marist College students.
All boys at the College are invited to submit
their creative and nonfiction writing,
multimedia work, photography and visual art
for publication on the website. The Marist
community can read, listen to and view
stories, songs and images created by our boys.
A Solitary Idea is edited by Senior Students
and each year the group runs a series of literary
competitions which attracts a wide range
of creative responses from students across
the College.

M Magazine is the Marist student magazine
which is completely student driven. Boys
are given the opportunity to practice their
journalistic skills and work in all aspects of the
writing, editing and publishing of the magazine.
Students from Years 7 to 12 are invited to
contribute to M Magazine and this publication
often appeals to boys interested in careers
in journalism and writing.

Please visit the website asolitaryidea.com for
more information and for any queries or to get
involved email SolitaryIdea@mcc.act.edu.au

Drawing Club
The Marist Drawing Club is based in the
Junior School and offers students the
opportunity to further develop and share their
artistic talents with other passionate drawers.
Each week members of the drawing club are
exposed to a wide range of drawing media,
which they attempt to replicate using different
techniques. The club meets each week and
all students in Years 4 to 6 are welcome.

Omega Year 12 Student Yearbook
Omega is the annual Year 12 magazine, it is
published each year to commemorate the
graduating class. The magazine is written and
edited by Year 11 students who are interested
in the process of publishing. Omega provides
each boy with an individual reflection and
serves as a valuable memento of their years
at the College.

Readers’ Café
The Readers’ Café group brings together
like-minded readers of all year levels to enjoy
conversations about reading and book-related
culture. In this informal and fun group, students
also engage in occasional social events such
as book talks and author visits. Readers’ Café
meets once a week in the Senior School Library
and all boys from Years 7 to 12 are welcome.
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Languages
German Club
The German Club caters for students beginning
or continuing their study of the German language.
The club meets each week and students from
Years 7–12 are welcome to explore German language
and culture using on-line interactive learning
resources as well as audio and reading materials.

Latin Club
The Latin Club meets each week and is offered to
students in Years 11 and 12 who wish to broaden
their knowledge of ancient Roman history and
culture, grammar and word derivatives using
on-line reading resources.

Japanese Club
The Japanese Club is for boys interested in extending
their understanding of Japanese language and
culture. The boys watch Japanese films and are
encouraged to make origami, try their hand at the
ancient art of calligraphy and identify and discuss
objects of Japanese origin around the room. The
club meets each week in the Japanese room in the
Junior School and boys in Years 4 to 6 are welcome.

OZCLO
Any talented students in Years 9 to 12 who enjoy
solving puzzles and who have a passion for logic
and languages are ideal candidates for the annual
OZCLO Computational Linguistics Olympiad.
Students complete online preparation at home
solving past logic and computational puzzles
and then in groups of 4 compete in an off-line
ACT competition which is held each March at
the ANU. Winners of this round progress to the
national competition.
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Public Speaking
& Advocacy
Debating

Law Society

Offered to boys from Year 7 to Year 12,
debating provides students the opportunity
to gain confidence with public speaking and
to learn to construct, defend and present an
argument. Debaters are coached in the
structure of a debate, roles, etiquette, research
and construction of arguments, rebuttals and
overall presentation skills. Boys compete
against other schools in the ACT. Debating
at Marist is conducted mainly during Terms 1,
2 and 3 with a minimum of one team in each
Year level competing in the ACT Debaters
Union Competitions.

The Marist Law Society enters representative
teams in interschool mock trials and moot
competitions. Senior boys are selected to
compete in the annual, prestigious Bond University
High School Moot Competition. Students are
challenged to prepare, articulate and defend
complex legal arguments. The experience
introduces boys to the courtroom environment
and gives them an insight into the practice and
procedures of the Australian legal system. The
Marist Law Society has an annual visit to the ACT
Magistrates Court and members can enter UN
Youth conferences and constitutional conventions.

Public Speaking
Public speaking is an essential life skill and
involvement in school competitions allows
boys to refine their skills of research and analysis.
Boys write, practice and deliver speeches under
the tutorage of experienced staff. Students
experience great personal achievement,
addressing large and diverse audiences and
acquire skills they take into their professional
and personal lives, beyond the schooling arena.
Opportunities for public speaking at Marist are
offered to boys from Years 4 to 12. Marist
competes in a variety of external public speaking
competitions including the Rostrum Voice
of Youth. In addition, students are invited to
represent the College at UN Youth delegations
and conventions.

Science & Technology

11

Audio-Visual Group

Maths Challenge

The Audio-Visual Group involves a collection of
keen senior school students who specialise in the
how-to of audio-visual equipment. The boys gain
experience in setting up and managing all sound,
lighting and effects for major school events
including College Assemblies, masses, dramatic
productions and presentation evenings.

The Maths Challenge is an annual
competition involving a group of senior
school students passionate about
mathematics. Students meet each week
and work under the guidance of specialist
staff to prepare for the Maths Challenge
competition, where they solve original
problems designed to stimulate
mathematical interest and enjoyment.
The Maths Challenge enriches student
learning and supports Australian
Curriculum standards.

Coding Club
The Marist Coding Club gives Junior school boys
the chance to learn to code with guidance from
experienced staff. Learning to code is an important
skill in this digital age as it allows boys to become
developers of their own programs. It is a surprisingly
social activity that requires boys to work together
to strengthen and apply their problem solving
skills and logic. In addition, coding supports key
academic subjects such as Science, Maths and
Technology. All boys in Years 4 to 6 are welcome
to join this fun and dynamic club.

Engineering Games
The Engineering Games offers senior school boys
who wish to pursue a career in this field, an
opportunity to work in teams to solve a real-life
engineering problem. Staff support the boys as
mentors as students design, construct and test
their own gadgets and contraptions according
to rules set out by competition organisers.

Intellectual Discussion Forum
The intellectual Discussion Forum is for boys who
love the thrill of engaging in vigorous scientific and
philosophical debate. The forum seeks to extend
the knowledge and satisfy the curiosity of boys in
the Senior School. The group invites expert guest
speakers to address its members on stimulating
topics crossing many disciplines including History,
Maths, Philosophy and Science.

Science Club
Marist has an immensely popular Science
Club in each of the Junior and Senior schools.
Each club is open to all students who want to
have fun exploring science. Science Club
offers students the chance to learn additional
skills and to explore topical scientific ideas and
problems. Students engage in educational
experiments across the various fields of
science. Science club meets each week in
laboratories in the Junior and Senior school.

Titration
Each year Marist competes in the Titration
Stakes, an annual practical chemistry
competition held at ANU and organised by
the Royal Australian Chemical Institute (RACI).
Year 11 and 12 Chemistry students work with
staff to prepare for the competition which
involves the completion of precise and
accurate titration analyses. The aim of the
program is to encourage students to extend
their interest in chemistry beyond the
classroom. It is a great opportunity for
students to test their knowledge and
Marist has historically experienced great
success in the Titration Stakes.

Games & Problem
Solving
Chess Club
The Junior and Senior schools have successful Chess Clubs
that bring together boys each week to play friendly games of
Chess. Chess Club is open to all students and is serious about
supporting students to improve their chess skills in a friendly
atmosphere. The boys develop new strategies and compete
against their mates or new opponents. Enthusiastic students
can also enter interschool competitions. New members are
always welcome and at any time throughout the year.

Card Club
The Marist Card Club is open to all boys in Years 4 to 6
who enjoy learning new card games. Boys get together
once a week in the Junior school to meet new friends,
have fun and socialise while practicing their logical
thinking and problem solving skills.
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Da Vinci Decathlon

Tournament of the Minds

The Da Vinci Decathlon is an academic
competition that engages and extends
student learning in a broad range of areas
including Engineering, Code Breaking, Maths,
Science, English, Art and Poetry, Creative
Producers, Cartography, Philosophy and
General Knowledge. The Decathlon competition
places a particular emphasis on higher order
thinking skills, problem solving and creativity.
Accomplished students from Years 5 to 8 are
selected to compete.

Tournament of the Minds is a problem solving
competition open to students in Years 4 to 8.
Boys work together in teams to solve problems
across a range of disciplines including Science,
Technology, Social Science, Languages and
Literature. Boys learn to work in a team and the
competition tests their logical, analytical and
problem solving abilities.

Lego Club
Boys love Legos and our Junior School Lego
Club is an extremely popular group for young
engineers. The Lego Club meets weekly. All boys
in Years 4 to 6 are welcome to come along,
make new friends and share in the excitement
of creating their own unique designs.
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Other Co-Curricular
Opportunities
Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme
The Duke of Edinburgh Scheme is an international award
program requiring students to learn and develop skills and
engage in service at a series of levels – Gold, Silver and Bronze.
Each requires application, dedication and self-motivation.
Expeditions take place over weekends during the school
term and holidays. The Duke of Edinburgh scheme attracts
boys who love adventure, would like to connect with the
community and achieve their personal best. It is also
instrumental in developing self-confidence and leadership
skills, Marist runs the program in conjunction with Merici
College and it is open to all students in Years 9 to 12.
Regular meetings are held during recess on Thursdays.
For more information on Duke of Edinburgh go to our
website: portal.maristc.act.edu.au/StudentSpace/Pages/
Duke-of-Edinburgh.aspx

Functions and Catering Group
The Functions and Catering Group provides senior
students with industry experience beyond the classroom.
It involves the set up, preparation and serving of food and
beverages for small and large scale functions. Boys are
offered the opportunity to manage a range of functions
within the College and wider Canberra community over
the course of the year.

Student Expectations
It is expected that each student in Years 4 to 12
will be involved in at least one co-curricular
activity throughout the school year. Student
involvement in co-curricular programs is highly
valued at Marist and students are encouraged
to try a range of diverse activities during their
time at the College.
Please note: The Co-Curricular program at
Marist is dynamic and the list of activities on
offer at the College can alter due to the interests
and commitment of the student body.

Contact
Head of Co-Curricular
Phone: +61 2 6298 7200
Email: CoCurricular@mcc.act.edu.au
maristc.act.edu.au

