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Dear King’s Community,

Over the past few weeks, I've been captivated by the 2024 Paris Olympics, especially the
skateboarding events. This non-traditional sport, featuring competitors as young as 14, showcases
incredible dedication and skill, making it both thrilling and inspiring to watch. One particularly
moving moment was when 16-year-old Brazilian skateboarder Rayssa Leal, a proud Christian athlete,
celebrated her faith visibly. After winning the bronze medal in the women's street skateboarding
final, Leal used sign language to quote John 14:6: "Jesus answered, 'l am the way and the truth and
the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.'" Her performance and message were truly
inspirational.

It’s interesting to note that inspiration 100 years ago appeared at the Paris 1924 Olympics Games by
an athlete named Eric Liddell.

In the annals of Olympic history, few stories resonate as deeply as that of Eric
Liddell, the Scottish sprinter who, during the 1924 Paris Olympics, made a stand
that transcended sports. You may have seen his story in the movie ‘Chariots of
Fire,” a British historical sports drama. Liddell’s unwavering faith and
commitment to his Christian convictions led him to a decision that would become
legendary: refusing to compete in his favoured 100 meters race because it was
scheduled on a Sunday.

Liddell’s story is a powerful testament to the virtues of perseverance and endurance, as described in
Hebrews 12:1-2: “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw
off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the
race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.” His choice to
prioritise his faith over potential Olympic glory showcases a remarkable dedication to running the
race marked out for him by God, with his eyes fixed firmly on Jesus.

Training and discipline were also cornerstones of Liddell’s life, as highlighted in 1 Corinthians 9:24-27:
“Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as
to get the prize. Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a
crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. Therefore | do not run like
someone running aimlessly; | do not fight like a boxer beating the air. No, | strike a blow to my body
and make it my slave so that after | have preached to others, | myself will not be disqualified for the
prize.” Liddell’s rigorous training and self-discipline, driven by a higher purpose, ultimately led him to
victory in the 400 meters, a race he had not initially prepared for, proving his extraordinary
athleticism and faith.




Moreover, Liddell’s strength and courage, even in the face of public scrutiny and pressure, echo the
promise of Isaiah 40:29-31: “He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak.
Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; but those who hope in the Lord
will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they
will walk and not be faint.” Liddell’s reliance on God’s strength not only saw him through the
challenges of the Olympics but also guided him throughout his life, including his later years as a
missionary in China.

Eric Liddell’s legacy is not just that of an Olympic champion
but of a man who lived his faith with unwavering
conviction, inspiring countless others to run their race with
perseverance, discipline, and faith.
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To running the race with conviction and purpose,

Damien Taylor
Deputy Principal, King's Christian College






