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Dear King’s Families,

As we journey together through the school year, we are reminded of the immense power of our words.
At a recent staff meeting, the topic of how we speak about others came up. It was inspiring to hear
King’s staff encouraging one another to speak well of the students they taught, the staff they worked
with and to communicate with kindness to our families. The way we speak to one another can shape our
community, build bridges, and foster an environment of respect and love. The Bible tells us, "The tongue
has the power of life and death, and those who love it will eat its fruit." (Proverbs 18:21) One particular
translation (Modern Interpretation Version) drops a truth bomb: “Words can be a life potion or a
bummer, so cherish 'em and you’ll snack on some sweet fruit.” This wisdom calls us to be mindful of our
speech, ensuring that our words are life-giving and uplifting. Let’s make sure our words are like rays of
sunshine for the soul.

Let me share a light-hearted teaching moment | once witnessed to illustrate this point. A number of
years ago, Timmy (not his real name) was in my maths class and he was struggling with his maths
problem-solving work. His friend, Alex (also not his real name), saw him and called out, “Yo, Timmy!
Unleash that mega-mind and tackle it piece by piece! Big Brain thinking mate.” Timmy laughed and
replied, "Yeah, | don't know about that, but I'll give it a crack!" To his surprise, following the
encouragement from his classmate, Timmy not only solved the problem but also discovered he enjoyed
problem-solving much more than he thought. Alex’s words of encouragement flipped on the confidence
switch in Timmy, showing just how impactful positive speech can be.

As a school community, we strive to speak words that build each other up. A sunny hello, a kind note, or
an uplifting text — we’re all about growing a positive culture that is essential to a healthy community.
Ephesians 4:29 reminds us, "Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what
is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen." Whether
we are speaking to our children, our spouses, or our friends, let’s ensure our words reflect kindness,
understanding, and love.

Our actions and words also have the power to reach beyond our immediate community. During our
recent ‘Day of Hope’ we were delighted to support 100% hOPE, an initiative focused on making a
difference in Uganda. Coordinated by our LIFE team, the day was marked by vibrant attire, tasty treats,
and cultural performances, all contributing to a meaningful cause. Our collective positive speech and
actions can create ripples of change far and wide. To learn more about 100% hOPE, please visit their
website.

| encourage each of you to consciously practice positive speech this week. Compliment a colleague,
encourage your child, write an uplifting note to a King’s staff member, or simply share a kind word with
a stranger. Let us be a beacon of light in our words and actions, reflecting the love and respect we are
called to embody as a community.

As always, please feel free to reach out to via my email dtaylor@kingscollege.qgld.edu.au or contact the
College to arrange a face-to-face chat. Together, let’s sprinkle our kindness like confetti, lifting each
other up and growing a garden of positivity and awesomeness as a King’s community!

Warm regards,

Mr Damien Taylor
Deputy Principal, Reedy Creek Campus
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