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WELCOME STUDENTS! 
Welcome to this information session for the Kardinia International College – Senior College 
Production 2025.  We are pleased to announce that we will be presenting “Chicago: Teen 
Edition” on the Katsumata Stage for a total of four performances during Week 4 of Term 3. 

• Thursday 14th August – evening  
• Friday 15th August – evening   
• Saturday 16th August – matinee and evening 

 

ABOUT THE MUSICAL 

This award-winning musical of Chicago: Teen Edition has been adapted to be content-
appropriate and flexible for a range of cast sizes.  It is known for its unforgettable songs and 
divine dancing!   
In roaring twenties Chicago, chorus girl Roxie Hart murders a faithless lover and convinces her 
hapless husband, Amos, to take the rap... until he finds out he's been duped and turns on Roxie. 
Convicted and sent to death row, Roxie and another ‘Merry Murderess’, Velma Kelly, vie for the 
spotlight and the headlines, ultimately joining forces in search of the ‘American Dream’: fame, 
fortune, and acquittal.   
 

WHICH TEACHERS ARE INVOLVED 

So far, we can confirm the following staff roles: 

• Executive Producer – Ms Kath O'Neill 
• Producer – Ms Kate Birley 
• Director – Mr Ian Nash-Gilchrist 
• Musical Director – Ms Ali Worrall  

• Choreographer – Ms Elyssa Mahr 
• Vocal Coach – Mr Manfred Pohlenz 
• Technical Manager – Mr Phil Houghton 

 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

As we are still in the early days of preparing for this musical, not everyone will be needed 
straight away.  Here are some of the skills and roles that we will need help with as we develop 
our large production team: 

• Lead cast members 
• Ensemble 
• Dance captains 
• Vocal captains 
• Band members (live music for 

performances) 
• Backstage crew 

• Hair and Make Up crew 
• Costume assistants 
• Props assistants 
• Set construction and dressing 
• Photography team 
• Media Team 
• Front of house 



A more detailed information booklet will be made available before general auditions in early 
2025, and students will need to have an Edsmart Permission form submitted to be part of this 
college production. 

INFORMATION PROCESS FOR LEAD ROLE POSITIONS 

We are trialing a different process this year from other years, to help cast the main roles (leads 
only) before we leave at the end of the year 2024. This, we hope, will give students time to learn 
some of the songs during the holidays should they be selected for a role.  All other cast roles 
and production team members will be auditioned or interviewed for and announced in early 
2025.  

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO DO FROM HERE? 

Step 1: Decide in the first instance if you wish to audition for a lead role or not.  

Step 2: If you have chosen to audition for a lead role, choose one or at most two roles from the 
list below taking careful note of the required vocal range. Please see Mr Pohlenz if you are 
unsure about any of these things. 

Step 3: Choose a song from a Musical that is not Chicago and learn it. Make sure it highlights 
your range, shows some emotion and reflects the character you are interested in. 

Step 4: Video yourself performing 30 – 60 seconds of your chosen song. At the start of the 
recording please introduce yourself, which lead role you would like to audition for, the song that 
you will be singing and which musical it is from. The video recording should be done without 
editing but you may have a number of ‘goes’ at it before deciding on the best one to submit.  

VIDEOS MUST BE LIMITED TO LESS THAN 60 SECONDS AND THE FILE 
SIZE CAN’T BE MORE THAN 1GB 

Step 5: Complete the ‘Lead Role Audition Registration Form’ to upload your vocal video.  A link 
to this Microsoft form can be found in the Bulletin from Wednesday 6th November.  Alternatively, 
email the producer k.birley@kardinia.vic.edu.au to be emailed access to the link.  The form will 
close at 11.00am on 13.11.2024 

SUBMIT YOUR AUDITION BEFORE WEDNESDAY 13TH NOVEMBER AT 
11.00AM 

The creative team will then watch them all and select a “call back list”. Students will be 
notified by email if they are to receive a call back. 

Call backs will be held in person for those invited to do so from Monday 18th – Wednesday 20th 
November 2024.  If you have a VCE exam during these dates, please advise us. 
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SIGNIFICANT ROLES 

1. VELMA KELLY: Female, 25-40 (Range: Alto, E3-D5)  

Sample Velma Kelley (I can't do it Alone) 

Vaudeville performer who is accused of murdering her sister and husband. Hardened by fame, 
she cares for no-one but herself and her attempt to get away with murder. 

2. ROXIE HART: Female, 20-30 (Range: Mezzo-Soprano, F3-B4) 

Sample Roxie’s Song 

Reads and keeps up with murder trials in Chicago, and follows suit by murdering her lover, Fred 
Casely. She stops at nothing to render a media storm with one goal: to get away with it. 

3. FRED CASELY: Male, 35-50 (Range: Ensemble/Part Flexible) 

Roxie's short-lived lover. Murdered for trying to leave Roxie. 

4. AMOS HART: Male, 35-50 (Range: Baritone, C3-F#4) 

Sample Mr Cellophane 

Roxie's faithful husband. Lies for her and tries to take the blame until he realizes that he has 
been two-timed by Roxie. Still in love with her, or misguided, he believes anything she says in her 
pursuit to get out of jail. 

5. MATRON "MAMA" MORTON: Female, 30-50 (Range: Alto, F#3-Bb4) 

Sample Meet Mama Morton  

Leader of the prisoners of Cook County Jail. The total essence of corruption. Accepts bribes for 
favors from laundry service to making calls to lawyers. "When you're good to Moma, Moma's 
good to you." 

6. BILLY FLYNN: Male, 35-50 (Range: Baritone, Bb2-G4) 

Sample Razzle Dazzle 
Established lawyer who hasn't lost a woman's case yet. Master of media manipulation who will 
get a girl off the hook as long as she can fork up the hefty $5,000 fee. 

7. MARY SUNSHINE: Female, 25-55 (Range: Soprano, Bb3-Bb5) 

Sob sister reporter from the Evening Star. Believes there is a little bit of good in everyone and will 
believe anything she is fed that matches her beliefs. 

8. MURDERESSES: Female, 21-40 (Range: Ensemble, A3-C#5) 

Various Prisoners of the Cook County Jail, each with their own dark story to tell. 

 

All other characters in the show are either part of the ensemble or chorus. 

Feel free to contact Mr Pohlenz if you have any questions about songs to choose and / or how to 
find backing tracks. 

If you have any further questions or concerns, please email the Producer Kate Birley 
(k.birley@kardinia.vic.edu.au). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HB4zlQVRaD0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=180-UFwlHwk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wfNIYUvPrsM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lqqziBG5UFg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ZYG2PCyNfE
mailto:k.birley@kardinia.vic.edu.au

