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Arrival in Australia 
You will need to arrive in Australia at least one week before your first day at school.

After you have arrived in Australia, the following must be completed before enrolment can commence.

•	 Successful interview with the Principal or his delegate.

•	 English language assessment approximately 30 minutes (primary), 60-90 minutes (secondary), unless 		
	 completed ELICOS school or I.DAT test.

•	 If deemed necessary after assessment, the completion of a 10-week (minimum) ELICOS program (English 		
	 Language Intensive Courses for Overseas Students) prior to commencement of enrolment.

Our International Student Registrar will organise a date and time for an interview with the Principal, an English 
language assessment and to purchase the uniform.  If you have any questions the contact details for our International 
Student Registrar are:

	 E: 	 international@kingscollege.qld.edu.au   
	 P:	 +61 7 5587 7600 
	 F:	 +61 7 5587 7605
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Compass 
Compass is King’s online learning platform. 

Compass is accessible by students and parents and your view is customised depending on the student’s year level and 
campus. 

Students can access Compass using their school-issued iPad or laptop. Parents may access Compass either online 
using a web browser or via a mobile device using the Compass App. 

A detailed, campus relevant parent handbook can be found on Compass and should be read in conjunction with 
this handbook.

It is very important to become familiar with Compass as this is the school’s way of communicating with our school 
community and contain notices, school calendar dates and events, College policies and access to the Parent Portal. 

For High School students and some Primary year levels, Compass also contains student learning tasks, assessment 
schedules, student notices and is used to submit assessment items and receive teacher feedback. 
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Orientation
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Prior to the first day of school, parents will receive an email outlining the procedures for the start of the year. This 
email will contain details about orientation days, textbooks, stationery packs and iPad/laptops, as relevant to 
either Primary or High School students.

In addition to the information in this email, High School International Students living in Homestay complete an 
International Student Homestay Checklist within their first two weeks of arrival. This checklist helps us support 
students in their transition to life in Australia. 

To assist new International students settle into school, Primary classroom teachers or High School Pastoral Care 
(PC) classes will introduce them to a ‘buddy’, a new Australian friend. The buddy will help guide a new student 
through their daily program and help them find their way around school. As a new student you may have lots of 
questions about school which you can ask the buddy.

Clicking the link above will take you to the International Student Orientation section of Compass. 

ORIENTATION

Accommodation
When accepted for enrolment at King’s Christian College, and to be granted a student visa, all international 
students must have their accommodation arrangements approved by the college and Department of Home 
Affairs (DHA).  When a student is under the age of 18, the college will issue a CAAW which is welfare and 
accommodation approval if the student is living in a college-organised homestay.  If the student plans to live with 
family members while enrolled at King’s, the arrangements can only be approved by the DHA. This applies to the 
accommodation arrangements indicated on the original application form.  Further information about Homestay 
can be found on Compass. 

ACCOMMODATION

https://compass.kingscollege.qld.edu.au/homepage/9444/
https://compass.kingscollege.qld.edu.au/homepage/9443
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Course Progress
Satisfactory academic progress is one of the regulations in maintaining a student visa.  

Parents and students should familarise themselves with the Student Progress, Attendance & Course Duration 
policy and the implications for maintaining a visa if course progress is not satisfactory. 

Academic progress is assessed, recorded and reviewed at the end of each semester or unit of study. If at 
the end of a study period a student does not achieve satisfactory course progress the International Student 
Registrar will formally contact the parent(s) to advise that the student is at risk of breaching the course progress 
requirement and that there will be a meeting with the student to develop an intervention strategy for academic 
improvement. This may include:

•	 After hours tutorial support

•	 Subject tutorial support in class time

•	 Mentoring

•	 Additional ESL support

•	 Change of subject selection, or reducing course load (without affecting 

•	 course duration)

•	 Offer to repeat a year level (requiring an extension of course duration under Item 2c. Ii. of this policy)

•	 Counselling – time management

•	 Counselling -academic skills

•	 Counselling - personal

•	 other intervention strategies as deemed necessary

For further information, please refer to the Course Progress, Attendance and Course Duration Policy on Compass 
by clicking the link above..
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POLICIES

https://compass.kingscollege.qld.edu.au/homepage/9438
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English Language Support
Most overseas students will require ELICOS* before commencing their studies in an Australian school.  There are 
several reputable language colleges on the Gold Coast that we are happy to recommend for school-aged students. 

After the students have reached the necessary competency in the English language to be integrated in 
mainstream classes, English language support program (ESL)* continues to support students. This program 
provides individual attention for international students. 

Based on NLLIA* bandscales and assessment by King’s Christian College staff, a guide for  approximate English 
language requirements enabling a student to gain direct entry would be as follows:
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Once a student commences enrolment they should be aware that their level of English will impede or improve 
their academic performance.  It is essential that continual attention and effort be given to improve English skills.  

Reedy Creek and Pimpama campus students have ESL* support during their scheduled  subject lessons.  High 
School students are expected to participate in ESL classes until they have attained a B level in English or above for 
at least two semesters. High school students also have access to after-school tutors for assignment support. 

Please note these classes are not currently offered at Logan Village campus and it is recommended that parents 
organise private ESL lessons outside of school time.  Please contact the International Students Registrar if you 
would like a recommendation. 

If a student’s English level is not adequate and thus affecting other academic areas, they may be advised to 
undertake extra tutoring in their own time and at their own expense. 

FOR ENTRY TO: NLLIA IELTS IDAT

Prep - Year 3 Level  3 N/A >60%

Year 4 - Year 6 Level  4 N/A >60%

Year 7 - Year 9 Level  5 5.0 >70%

Year 10 Level  5+ 5.5 >80%

Year 11 Level  5+ 6.0 >80%

Year 12 Level  5+ 6.0 >80%

etier3
Highlight
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Support Services
King’s provides International Students with a range of support services in the areas of wellbeing, health safety and 
academic study.  Information about the support services available to International Students can be found on the 
International Student Support Services Compass page.  

ADJUSTING TO LIFE IN AUSTRALIA

Adjusting to a new country and culture can at times be challenging and overwhelming. The Australian way of 
life, customs, values and beliefs may be very different to those in your own country and getting used to these 
differences can take time. 

It is very normal for students to feel confused and uncertain at times. Most people experience a degree of culture 
shock when moving to a new country and you may feel homesick, especially in the early days after arrival. 

It is important to stay in contact with family and friends from home, and to give yourself time to adjust. 
Remember too that our teachers, student wellbeing staff and chaplains are all available to offer you support and 
help you through this transition. 

LIVING IN AUSTRALIA 

General information to help you settle in and adjust to living in Australia can be found on the Overseas 
Students Australia website and the Study Australia website. Take some time to explore these websites and 
find out more about living in Australia. 
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SUPPORT

Food and Canteen
Students in Australian schools typically bring a packed lunch, kept cool in an insulated lunch bag. Canteen, also 
know as ‘Tuckshop’ is also available at school.  The school tuckshop at our Reedy Creek and Pimpama campuses is 
operated by Metropolitan Canteens and at our Logan Village campus it is operated by Munch Monitor.

Information about the ordering system and menu for each campus can be found through Compass by following 
these links:

LOGAN VILLAGEREEDY CREEK PIMPAMA

https://overseasstudentsaustralia.com/settle/live/
https://overseasstudentsaustralia.com/settle/live/
https://www.studyaustralia.gov.au/english/live-in-australia
https://compass.kingscollege.qld.edu.au/homepage/9446
https://compass.kingscollege.qld.edu.au/homepage/10744
https://compass.kingscollege.qld.edu.au/homepage/2336
https://compass.kingscollege.qld.edu.au/homepage/2814
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Student Visa Conditions
All international students will be issued with a student visa, enabling them to study in Australia.  The student visa 
has conditions which must be upheld at all times during their enrolment.  King’s Christian College is responsible for 
regularly monitoring the attendance and academic progress of all the overseas students enrolled.  If there is a breach 
of visa conditions, the student will be given warnings and will also be given as much support as possible to achieve 
success.  If no improvement after the warnings, a student will be issued with a letter of intention to report to the 
Department of Home Affairs.  

Below are listed the usual student visa conditions and all students should be familiar with them.

Visa Subclass 500 - schools  

Granted for a primary school course, secondary school course, including junior and senior secondary or approved 
secondary exchange program. There are currently 14 conditions that need to be adhered to. A complete list can be 
found at https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/already-have-a-visa/check-visa-details-and-conditions/
see-your-visa-conditions

Below are six of the conditions which provide an example of items the Government are concerned you comply with.

Condition 8105 - Work Limitation

You cannot work more than 40 hours per fortnight* when your course is in session (other than work which has been 
registered as a part of the course).

*Note: No work limits apply during recognised periods of vacation offered by your education provider.

You cannot undertake work until you have commenced your course in Australia.

*Note:  A fortnight means any period of 14 days commencing on a Monday and ending at the end of the second 
following Sunday.

Condition 8202 - Meet Course Requirements

You must remain enrolled in a registered course (unless you are an AusAID/Defence student or secondary exchange 
student in which case you must maintain full-time enrolment in your course of study or training).

Note: a registered course is one that is on the Commonwealth Register of Institutions and Courses for Overseas 
Students (CRICOS).

You must maintain satisfactory attendance in your course and course progress for each study period as required by 
your education provider.

Refer to Student Progress, Attendance and Course Duration Policy
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https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/already-have-a-visa/check-visa-details-and-conditions/see-your-visa-conditions#
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/already-have-a-visa/check-visa-details-and-conditions/see-your-visa-conditions#
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1A43Xvx2XH0JV0VEyuhL7PlfA6wnz5aHBz9AiT-B8pxY/edit
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Student Visa Conditions
Condition 8501 - Maintain Health Insurance

You must maintain adequate arrangements for health insurance for the entire length of your student visa.  *Note: 
Under policy, this means that you must maintain Overseas Student Health Cover (OSHC).

Condition 8516 - Must maintain eligibility

You must continue to satisfy the requirements of the grant of your student visa. such as ensuring the main course of 
study matches your student visa or that you still have the financial capacity to support your study and stay in Australia.

Condition 8517 - Must maintain education for dependants

You must maintain adequate schooling arrangements for your school-age dependents who joined you in Australia on 
a student dependent visa for more than 3 months.

Condition 8532 - <18 welfare approval

If you have not turned 18 you must maintain adequate arrangements for your accommodation, support and general 
welfare for the duration of your stay in Australia. 

To maintain adequate arrangements for welfare you must stay in Australia with:

•	 your parent or legal custodian or

•	 a relative who has been nominated by your parents or custodians who is aged over 21 and is of good character or

•	 accommodation, support and general welfare arrangements that have been approved by your education 		
	 provider.

*Note: You must not change those arrangements without the written approval of your education provider. If you will 
live with your parents, they must complete a Form 157N and submit to the Department of Home Affairs for approval.

If your welfare arrangements are approved by your education provider you must not travel to Australia until your 
welfare arrangements are due to commence. 
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