
  

 
 

BUS CONTRIBUTION PROGRAM 

Who? 

Bus travel for John Paul College students is a mixed service of private charter and public buses. Both the 
College and Public Transport Victoria (PTV) prepare the timetables and provide the service, which must operate 
cost-effectively but with optimum student participation. 
     

What? 

The College operates a Bus Contribution Program where parents need to ‘opt in’ to utilise school bus travel. 
Parents will be required to contribute to the cost of the service. 
  
With the new system, the College will aim to cover the broadest geographical area possible; however, there may 
be occasions when the College cannot extend services to some areas. 
 

Payment 

The College will require a non-refundable deposit of $200 and registration opens on Monday 13th October 
7.00am. You will need to register and pay a deposit as confirmation of your intention to be allocated a seat on a 
bus. 
 
The residual balance of your bus contribution will need to be paid in advance per semester via a try booking link. 
Please note that fees will not be charged to your fee statement. 
 

CHARTER BUS SERVICES 

The College Charter Bus operates under the following conditions: 

• Partially funded by the College. 
• Students are allocated a seat by the College and the bus route can be altered depending on the 

addresses of the students and time constraints in getting to school on time. 
• Bus comes into College grounds for drop off and pick up. 

 
 
The Public Bus Service operates under the following conditions:  

• This is a public bus that is provided by PTV that operates independently of the College. 
• Students and the public are able to catch this bus. 
• Bus route and timetable are set by PTV. 
• Some of the Public Buses come into the College and some drops/picks up students from designated 

public stops on public roads. 
• Any student can get on this bus. 

 
  



 

  
  
 

WHAT DO I NEED TO DO NOW? 

To be considered for a bus allocation in 2026, the following steps must be performed: 
 

1. Determine the route/area from where your student will catch the bus from 
2. Once on the College website and click on Enrolments/Bus Service and then Bus Applications and select 

the relevant link for your student. This will enable you to book a place on your preferred bus and the 
following information will be requested: 

 
• Student Name 
• Year Level for the student  
• Address 
• $200 non-refundable deposit payable via Try booking 

 
***Confirmation of bus allocations will be emailed to parents before the end of Term 4 with the relevant 
timetables.  

FAQ’S 

1.  Are there any discounts available for bus travel? 
The College already subsides the Charter Bus run. This service is expensive with additional 
administration required. Therefore, no discounts are available. 

2.  I don’t want to pay for a charter bus, what are my options? 
There is the option of catching public transport to school with the additional cost of a MYKI. The College 
provides the charter bus run as a service to families. It is not the College’s obligation to determine how 
your child travels to and from the College.  

3.  How do I get my MYKI card? 
MYKI cards and concession application forms are available from major PTV train stations. 

4.  Our student lives at two addresses, can they get two buses? 
Yes, however there will be no discount for the second seat and you will need to pay for both seat 
allocations. 

5.  My child only catches the bus occasionally, do I only pay only for the days we use the 
bus? 

 No, you will need to be allocated a full seat which will attract payment with no discount 

6.  Do I have to travel on a bus? 
 No, the decision is completely up to you. 

7.  How do I ensure I get a seat on the bus? 
 Commitment and payment of $200 non-refundable deposit via the TryBooking link available on the 
College website. Seats will be allocated on a first-in-first-served basis and seats will be limited. You will 
be put on a waiting list if spaces are exhausted. 

8.  How will I know if my student has been allocated to a seat? 
 A confirmation email for a bus seat will be sent to parents during Term 4 requesting first semester 
payment as finalisation of the allocation process.  
 

9.  When will the bus timetables be finalised? 



 

  
  
 

 By the end of Term 4 

10.  I have paid my $200 deposit, how and when do I pay the balance? 
 You will pay the balance of $1,450 via semester payments on try booking. Generally, the first $725 
instalment is due by the end of February  

11.  As I am now paying for the bus, will it be door-to-door service? 
 We do not offer door to door service due to the balance between student locations, road suitability and 
time constraints 

12.  Will my student have to stand or will they be guaranteed a seat? 
 To ensure we are able to cater for as many students as possible, the College will allocate numbers 
based on the legal capacity of the bus.   

13. Can I bring friends home on the bus that I am allocated to? 
No 

14.  Can I use another bus if I have something on after school? 
No 

15. I missed the bus, will it come back and get me? 
No, you will need to make your own way to/from school or utilise a public bus  

16.  How will you know that I am allocated to the bus? 
Bus cards will be issued which must be carried at all times. Spot checks will be performed both morning 
and afternoon 

17.  Will new bus runs be added if all the seats are taken and I miss out? 
Only where sufficient demand is met will an extra run be introduced 

18. What happens if I change address? 
Your payment can be transferred to another service provided there is capacity. If there is no capacity, we 
will reimburse you the charges on a pro rata basis.  

19.  Will I get reimbursed for the bus payments if I cancel during the semester? 
Generally, no. The College outlay is based on bookings made at the start of semester. There will be no 
reimbursement for parents (unless an address change occurs) or the College can get another student to 
take the vacant seat. 

 
If you are still requiring further information, please email reception@jpc.vic.edu.au or call 9784 0200. 
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