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Introduction 
At Wimmera Lutheran College – Horsham Campus, we provide all members of the college 
community the right to engage in a safe, inclusive and supportive learning environment. This 
extends to the use of digital technologies and online communities, and is underpinned by 
our expectation of safe and responsible behaviour of all members of the college community. 
 
By facilitating a Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) model, we intend to empower students and 
give them direct ownership in the way they use technology in their learning. At the same 
time, BYOD enables the learner to build on their own experiences where core skills are 
enhanced through student-centred learning. 
 
BYOD provides students with range of options to suit their learning style through rich learning 
experiences that integrating interactions with technology brings. Additionally, the college 
environment aims to replicate the post-secondary experience with technologies allowing a 
smoother transition to further study or the workplace. 
 
The college adopts this approach in order to develop core skills and independence in our 
students, not only through the devices used, but also through a range of our core 
collaboration and content creation tools. 
 

What is BYOD? 
Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) recognises that choices about technology are personal. 
BYOD in education allows families and students to make technology choices based on their 
circumstances that also meets specific curriculum needs. 
 
The college has set a minimum device specification based on year level and educational 
programs and pathways. 
 
How does it work at WLC – Horsham Campus? 
Students in Years 7 to 12 are required to bring their own device to school each day for use in 
their classes. 
 
Devices must meet the college’s minimums specifications, as set out in this handbook. 
Parents and students must agree to the Digital Technology Acceptable Use Agreement that 
guides the appropriate use of BYOD. This agreement can be found on our app and is 
provided to students on enrolment at the beginning of each year. 
 

Devices 
Middle School (Years 7 to 9) 
In the Middle School, students will be required to use a Chromebook. These devices cater for 
the core educational needs of our students in these year levels in an affordable, lightweight 
and efficient package.  
 
Benefits: 
• An affordable option that provides a similar user experience to a laptop. 
• Integrates with the G Suite for Education platform used at the college. 
• Internet-based operating system centred around Google Chrome. 
• Built for durability to handle student wear and tear. 
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Some subjects may require specialist software programs due to skill development 
requirements and the BYOD program is supplemented by the college’s investment in 
computer labs and other shared technologies. 
 
Senior School (Years 10 to 12) 
Students in the Senior School are required to purchase a Windows or Apple laptop. This is due 
to software needs becoming more specialised from a wider array of subjects studied in Years 
10 to 12. 
 
Additionally, as students prepare for life after school, they will benefit from gaining 
experience on a device with full access to software and operating systems similar to that 
which they will likely be using once they finish school. 
 
Please note: A student may choose to continue to use their BYOD Chromebook in Year 10 if 
their subject requirements are not of a specialised nature. 
 

Purchasing a device 
Wimmera Lutheran College – Horsham Campus integrates device use into many aspects of 
our teaching and learning programs and, therefore, these devices are a crucial learning tool 
for our students. We recognise that the purchase of a device is a major decision and a 
significant expense. A good quality device may last well beyond the three years of school 
use and viewed over such a period, the expense is considerably less. 
 
There are two options to purchase a device for the BYOD program. 
 
Option 1: Purchasing from the portal 
To support the selection and purchase of devices, we have chosen ‘Learning with 
Technologies’ as a BYOD partner. Use their portal to purchase your chosen device from 
options that meet our minimum operating specifications. Purchasing one of our 
recommended devices will ensure you select the most appropriate device for the student. 
 
Visit the portal: https://htlc.orderportal.com.au/ 
 
By purchasing from the portal you have the option to purchase outright or through a 
payment plan. Warranty is included with purchase, with additional warranty options also 
available. You may also purchase additional insurance and accessories (such as a case or 
mouse) through the portal. 
 
After purchase, our BYOD partner will deliver the devices to the college and you will be 
notified when the device is available for collection. 
 
It is recommended that devices are purchased by no later than the end of November to 
ensure they are delivered by the beginning of the school year. 
 
Option 2: Purchasing your own device 
Rather than purchasing through the portal, you have the option of sourcing a device 
through a different supplier. To ensure that the device is appropriate for the use in our 
education programs, please ensure that the device meets minimum specifications. 
 

https://htlc.orderportal.com.au/
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Years 7 to 9 
Middle School students in the BYOD program are required to purchase specific Chromebook 
models from the following options: 
• Lenovo 500E G3 Chromebook (11.6-inch screen) 

4GB memory, 32GB hard drive, 10-hour battery life and stylus 
• Lenovo 500E G4 Chromebook (12.2-inch screen) 

8GB memory, 64GB hard drive, 10-hour battery life and stylus 

These devices have been very carefully selected for the educational benefits for Middle 
School students as they have specific features such as dual cameras and stylus functionality 
which will be utilised within our educational programs. 
 
Years 10 to 12 
If you purchase a laptop from your own supplier, it can be any model (Windows or Apple) as 
long as it meets the following minimum requirements: 
• i5 Processors or AMD Ryzen 5 and up recommended 
• solid state hard drives of at least 256GB 
• 13- to 15-inch screen 
• mouse 
• battery life that will last at least six hours 
• Windows 10 or 11 and Google Chrome 
• a three-year warranty or extended warranty is ideal. 

Using your device 
Initial set up and ongoing maintenance 
As devices are owned by the student and their family, we encourage the devices to be 
initially setup with personal credentials (i.e. a free Microsoft or Google account that is 
personal to the family or student). 
 
In the case of laptops (Years 10–12) we would ask that the Google Chrome browser is 
installed to will support the use of the G Suite platform. You are able to download Google 
Chrome for free from the internet by searching ‘Google Chrome’ in the browser. 
 
All students are required to maintain regular updating of software and operating systems to 
support the effectiveness of their device. Students are also strongly encouraged to maintain 
regular backing-up of data (assignments, notes, etc.) via a second or third storage device. 
Our central cloud-based G Suite service does provide a strong level of automated backup 
but individual options beyond this are still encouraged. 
 
The BYOD program encourages students to learn to independently use and manage their 
devices. Our support is based around this philosophy. The college does not own or warranty 
the device, however ICT Support staff are available for limited help or advice. Support and 
technical advice are offered to all students for any issues related to connecting to the 
college network resources such as internet access, printing, file access and online learning 
tools. Our ICT Support staff will also advise if an issue can be resolved via standard quick 
troubleshooting methods or needs to be referred to warranty or supplier support services. 
If you are concerned the device is going to be broken, lost or stolen, you may wish to 
consider specific accidental damage insurance for the device. You can list the item on your 
home contents insurance or you may wish to purchase an Accidental Damage Protection 
plan for your device. 
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Using devices at school 
When the device first comes to school, and the Digital Technology Acceptable Use 
Agreement has been completed, the college will provide credentials to access educational 
specific software and hardware resources. 
 
All students are given a Wimmera Lutheran College - Horsham Campus G Suite for Education 
account and password. This account provides access to email and many other educational 
services. These credentials identify the student and their device throughout the college and 
provide secure access to our digital learning environments. 
 
Core services the college will provide includes: 
• access to Wi-Fi 
• G Suite for Education user credentials 
• printing access and credentials 
• licensing Microsoft Office products (e.g. Microsoft Word and PowerPoint) 
• Adobe Creative Cloud licence for personal use for every secondary student 
• network access will be granted to shared drives as required. 

Digital Technology Acceptable Use Agreement 
The Digital Technology Acceptable Use Agreement sets out the rights and responsibilities of 
students and families in the BYOD program at the college. 
 
We require both students and their parents/carers to read, understand and agree to the 
Digital Technology Acceptable Use Agreement before the student is able to access the 
college’s digital systems and internet resources. 
 
Using devices at home 
We encourage parents/carers to discuss with their child the boundaries of device use at 
home. Students do not necessarily need to use their device in their bedroom at night. The 
freedom and latitude afforded to one child may not, in other circumstances, be appropriate 
for another. Students receive information about safe and appropriate device use during their 
time at the college. If you feel the use of a device is becoming problematic for your child’s 
schoolwork, you may consider speaking with their relevant Head of School to determine 
what strategies can be put in place to address your concerns. 
 
Exiting the BYOD program 
On exiting the BYOD program, the students will simply take their devices with them. Wimmera 
Lutheran College - Horsham Campus will use central management software to cancel 
access to school based licences and services. Students can choose to uninstall this software 
or re-licence this software via their own credentials and licence arrangements. 
 

More information about BYOD 
If you have a question or issue about the college’s BYOD program, please email the college 
at the following address: ictsupport@wlc.vic.edu.au. 
 


